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(EASILY) ladies and gentlemen, the story you are about
to hear 1is true. The names have been changed to protect

Dragnet, brought to you by Chesterfilcld, America's most
popuiar two way clgarette., Chesterfield king-size at
the new low price and Chesterfield regular.

(EASILY) You're a detective sergeant. You're assigned
to Missing person Detail, You get a call that. a man has
falled to return to his home. There's reason to suspect

foul play. Your job...lnvestigate.

1 MUSIC: SIGNATURE

2 FENN:

3

4 the innocent.,

5 MUSIC: DRUM ROLL UNDER
6 GIBNEY

7

8

9 MuUSIC: UP AND FADE FOR:
10 FENN:

11

12

13

14 MUSIC:

UP AND FADE FOR:

(COMMERCIAL INSERT)
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DRAGNET RADIO
OCTOBER 19, I95%
1

FIRST CCMMERCIAL 8

1 GIBNEY: Thid is the best - Chesterfield. And the time to change -
2 today!
3 FENN: In choosing your cigarette, be sure to remember this.
b You will like Chesterfield best - because only
5 Chesterfield has the right combination of the world's
6 best tobaccos ... tob;,?e’ that are higyst in quality -
7 low in nicotine ... Bgdt for you. [\IS
8 GIBNEY: All of us smoke for relaxation - for comfort - for
9 satisfaction ... and in the whole wide world, no

10 cigarette satisfies like a Chesterfield. /\30

11 FENN: Get a garton of Chesterfields today. Chesterfield

12 reg)té' ... Chesterfield king-size ... Both at the same
i3 price in most places.

14 GIBNEY: This is the best - Chesterfield. And the time to change -
15 today! |

15 JINGLE:

IN REGULAR OR KING-SIZE
YOU CAN GET 'EM EITHER WAY S/
THE BEST SMOKE EVER MADE'S / Y
THE CHESTERFIELD YOU BUY TODAY.
SMOKERS COAST-TO-COAST ARE CHANGING
ITYS A CINCH TO DO....

'S ALI, YOU HAVE TO SAY TO GET
THE ONE THAT'S BEST FOR YOU....

CHESTERFIELDS FOR ME
CHESTERFIELDS FOR ME :
YOU JUST SAY ... IT'S CHESTERFIELDS FOR l‘?-/

A
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October 19, 1954

-2 -
THEME

Dragnet, the documented drama of an actual orime. For
the next thirty minutes, in cooperation with the Los
Angeles Police Department, you will travel step by step
on the side of the law through an actual case transcribed
from official police files. Frem beginning to end,

from crime to punishment, Dragnet is the story of your
police force in action. _

UP_TO SEMI BUTTON AND FADE ON SUSTAINED CHORD

JOE'S STEPS IN CORRIDOR. SLIGHT ECHO AND CORRIDOR B.G.

)’z(was Friday, January 2nd. It was overcast in Los
Angeles, We were working the night watch out of
Homicide Division, Missing Person detail, My partner's
Frank Smith, the boss 1s Captain Lohrman, my name's
Friday. I was on my way back from communications and it
was 8:12 A.M, when I got to room 24,..,.{SOUND: DOOR OPEN)

« o ¢« o the squadroom.

JOE ENTERS THE ROOM., DOOR SWINGS CLOSED BEHIND HIM. B.G.

1 MUSIC:

2 GIBNEY:
3

y

5

6

T

8

9 MUSIC:

10 SOUND:

11 JOE:
12 N0
13

14

15

16

17

18 SOUND:

19

20 FRANK:

21 JOE:

CHANGE
(LITTLE OFF) Find anythin' on Grayson?
No...nothin' in yet.
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REVISED 3=
FRANK: Hard to believe, isn't 1t?
JOE: Huh?
FRANK: January 2nd. Another year gone by.
JOE: Yeah.
You see this evening's sports page?
JOE: No, why? _?\w
FRANK:  Still talking about that Rogé Bowl game.

JOE: "hat so?

O 0~ o0 &= W =

FRANK : Yeah. Y'know, Joe...looks to me like that last play of

10 the game's gonna end up like the Dempsey-Tunney thing.
11 JOE: 1 don't think so.

12 FRANK: Oh, yeah. Bilg controversy over that last play.

13 JOE: Since when? All the sports writers agree.

14 FRANK: That's where you're wrong, Joe.

15 JOE: I read 'em all....Examiner, Times,Herald, News, the

15 Mirror. They all agree the officials called it right.
17 FRANK: A1l the sports writers, huh?

18 JOE: Yeeh. .

19 SOUND: RATTLE OF NEWSPAPER

20 FRANK: Apparently you haven't seen this.

21 JOE: I've never seen that paper before in my life.

22 FRANK: Sure. That's where you're wrong, Joe. All the writers
23 don't agree on that play, see. Finchley Crockett...right
o there. You can see for yourself.

25 JOE: Well, who's he?
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REVISED .

Just the sports editor, that's all.

Editor of what? What paper is that? _
Jessle County Realist. Picked it up on my way in tonight.
Well, the game's over, so let's just forget about it, huh?
Oh, sure. Just overlook the only right call on the game..
.. just pass it right by. Joe, Finchley Crocket£'s never
been wrong. He called the World Series...The all-Star
Game...picked the heavy-weight champion before the fight.

Good for him. Dut the game's over and the score stands.

vext year's another game. Okay?

I'm gonna read this column to you....'The Bird Says...."

Oh yeah...forgot to tell you...when Crockett played for
the Trojans...his nickname was "The Bird."
I don't remember anybody by that name playing for U.S.C.

1 TFRANK:
2 JOE:
% FRANK:
4y JOE:
5 FRANK:
6
4
8
9 He's accurate, Joe.
10 JOE:
11
12 FRANK: Iisten to this...
13 SOUND: HE HOLDS THE PAPER
14 FRANK:
15 by Finchley Crockett.
i6 JOE: What's the name of that column?
17 FRANK: The Bird....Bird Crockett.
18 JOE: Who?
o FRANK:
20
21 JOE:
22 FRANK: J.C.U. Jessie Counfy Trojans.
23 JOE: Oh yeah.
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REVISED 5&6

1 FRANK: Listen to what he says..."it's a rare treat when the
2 editor of a small town paper gets to see one of the

3 nation's Bowl games but your editor was sb treated this
y week at the county seat. Aé you all know, the new

5 television transmitter is now operating and it was a
6 rare treat. As you know, there's nothing like being
7 at the-game but 1t's a rare treat when the editor of
8 £, small town paper gets to see one of the nation's Bowl
9 games." ... He's a real guy, Joe....

10 JOE: (GRUNTS)

11 FRANK: And in closing yours truly would like to go on record
12 and say that the last play of the geme vas a complete
13 mystery to me.

14 BEAT

15 JTE: Go ahead.

15 FRANK: That's all, Joe. He made his point.

17 JOE: That's all there is tb the entire column?

18 FRANK: That's it...proves that all the sports writers didn't
1o ' agree on tﬁe last play of the game.

20 SOUND: _ PHONE BELL RINGS.

21 JOE: I got it.

22 SOUND: JOE MOVES TO THE PHONE...PUNCHES BUTTON AND LIFTS RECEIVER
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1-5 JOE: (INTO PHONE) Missing person's Friday..... Yes matam, ..

6 that'!s right. Uh huh. All right..we'll be right out.

7 No ma'am, . .Right away. Gtbye.

8 SOUND: .HE HANGS UP THE PHONE

9 FRANK: " What've you got? |

10 JOE: " Missing husband.

11 FRANK: Yeah.,

12 JOE: Wife says he and a friend went out to the races this

13 afternoon. He's over three hours late gettin' home.

14 FRANK: If he won or lost, he can bulld it into a reason to stop
15 at a bar.

16 JOE: Not the wéy she puts it.

17 FRANK: What d'ya mean?

18 JOE: The fellow with him.

10 FRANK: Yeah,

20 JOE: Her husband was gonna have him put in j%ﬂ. é /D ~
21 (END SCENE 1) ‘
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8:32 P.M. Frank and I left the office and drove out

JOE:
to the address. It was located on Agatha Street. The
lettering on the window spelled out Halmer's ‘Mannliidn
Rental and Sales. The store was dark except for a
single light at the rear of ﬁhe place. We knocked and
a small pleasant faced woman in her fifties answered
the door. We identified ourselves and she asked us in.

SOUND ¢ STREET B.G. STEPS INTO STORE. THE DOOR CI.OSES BEHIND
THE OFFICERS.

RUTH: Wanna come back to the office.

JOE: Yes matam, .

SOUND: THEY WALK BACK TO THE REAR OF THE STORE. ( \

RUTH: Watch your step there...kinda da;k

FRANK: Itts all right ma‘'am. ,.these dummies sure look like
real people.

RUTH: Yeé. We speciallize in life-like models.

SOUNT ¢ THE STEPS CONTINUE AND THEN CHANGE TO A WOODEN SURFACE.

RUTH: I3ve been workin' on the books. Tryin'! to keep my mind
off whatt!s happened.

JOE: Uh huh.

RUTH: Want to sit down? _ '

JOE; It's all right Mrs. Halmer...you go ahead.

SOUND: RUTH MOVES TO A CHAIR AND SITS DOWN

JOE: You want to tell us what this 1s about now?
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JOE:
RUTH ¢
JOE:

Jason's gone, _

That!s your husband's name...Jason Halmer?
Thatts right.

How o0ld is he?

53. Had a birthday last October.

Why do you tunink something's happened to him? /7

Because 1t's not 1like hip"to do a thing like this
without tellin'! me.

You told me on the phone that you'd heard from him.

Not from him....Fredeﬁzﬂii' called me.

When was that?

I guess it was about 5:45...might have been 6. No
What!d this fella QEQESWSay-to you?

Told me that Jason was coming right houme.

later.

Were they togother when he called?

Fred said they were.

Did you  talk to your husband?

No. At the time, I didn't think it'd be necessary.
Uh huh. Do you know where they called from?

Fred said some bar.

S

Did he mention a name? -7 //,-,? I

No. I didn't ask..guiiﬁ"l was afraid to.
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FRANK:

RUTH:

JOE:

JOE:
RUTH:

JOE:
RUTH
JOE:
RUTH:

JOE:
RUTH:

JOE:

RUTH:
FRANK:

-10-
What d'ya mean?
Well, Jason used to drink quite a bit. We had a lot of
trouble over 1t. BSeemed like everything was falling
apart then he straightened up and quit.
Uh huh,
He hasn't had a drink of ligquor in ten years. When
Fred called, I thought that maybe he'd gotten Jason
started again.
Did he say your husband had been drinking??
No. Just told me that Jason was leaving the bar and
would be right home.
Was he driving?
I don't know.
Malam?
My husband hurt his shouldser s coupie of days ago.
Wrenched it I don't think he's ay,a/fo drive very
well. 2{/ o
Uh huh.
He might try to make 1t with one hand. Our car has
that automatic drive thing y'know. Don't have to shift
goars.
Yeah.
But I don'!t think he!d have driven.
Did he leave in youir car?

LG 0186163



W 0~ oW & AN NN

)
(@]

=3

JOE:
RUTH:
JCE:
RUTH::
JOE:

-]~
Yos. Fred told him he'd drive.

Where!d they go?

Like I told you on the phone..to the races.

Your husband usually go there?

No. The only reason he went today was to collect some
money.

From who?

Fred.

He's the man your husband was golng to put in jail?
That's right.
Why? S
Hes owed us some money for qu}téﬂa'while. About four
months ago, Jason asked him for it. Fred wrote a check
Uh huh,

It wasn!t any good.

You want to go ahead?

Well, Jason tried to get in touch with Fred. Wanted

to give him the chance to make good on the check.

Uh huh.

Never was able to catch him at home.. Talked to him
on-the phone but Fred was never there when my hushend
wont over to see him.

Yeah.
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RUTH:

JOE:

JOE:

JOE:

RUTH:

JOE:

JOE:
RUTH ¢
JOE:

~]2=-
One day, Jason ran into Fred on Hollywood boulevard.
Stopped him and asked him for the money.' Fred told him
thad he'd have to write another check.
To ma good the bad one your husband already had?
That's rdght. Jasom went into a place there and
called Fred baﬁk. Made sure there was enough money
in the bank to Bpver the second check.
Yeah.
There was. So my hudhand took one check and gave
Fred the othor one.
Uh huh,
Jason had some business to at one of the stores
on the boulevard. Took care 3¢ that and then went
down to Fred'!s bank. By the time he got there, Fred
had closed the account and my husband was stuck with
another had check.
I gee.
Well, I'm not going to try to tell you higw mad Jason
was, At first, I though he was goimg to k{1l Fred.
Raved and ranted around. Lasted a couple of\ days.
How long ago was this?
Last week.
Uh huh.
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1 {RUTH: ——After.he_ calmed down...Jason called ,and Jtalked to Fred's
2 wife. Told her to have Fed ygee?.’fff touch with us right
3 away. If he dm},m%%re going to the poli.::; o “4
4 FRANK' Did ke? .

5 ﬁ }/Cglzd yesterdayﬁson told him to have the

6 money this morning or the bad check would be turned

7 over to the police.

8 FRANK: Uh huh.

9 RUTH: Frod showed up here this morning. We thought he'd f/‘
10 come to pay the money but he told us he didn't hsve /j/t
11 Jason said that there wasn't any reason to spend more
12 time on 1t. Said they might as well go to the pdlice.
13 JOE: Uh huh,

14 RUTH: That'!s when Fred told us that he could get the money

15 out at the race track. He wanted Jason to drive him
16 out there.

171 JOE: That's what happensd?

181 RUTH: Yeah, At first Jason didn't want to. Y'know with his
2 sore shoulder.

20 JOE: Uh huh,

21 RUTH: Ho told Fred to take a bus. Frpéd said he didn't have
22 any money and begged my husband to drive him., Told

23 how he'd pay the money he owed -and have enough’ to

2k get home,

25 JOE: Yeah.
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16 JOE: I don't know, Mrs. Halmer. We'll try to find out. /

- 14 -

RUTH:  They left here sbout 11. §?/';Lj

FRANK: Did this Fred Staub say who he was going to get,;hé moﬁey
from?

RUTH: No. Just that it was some friend.

JOE: Can you give us a description of your husband's car.

RUTH: Yes. I ve got the license number too, if you want it.

JOE: How sbout a description of both men.
RUTH: I can give you that.

JOE: All right Mrs. Halmer.

BEAT

RUTH: Sergeant?

JOE: Yes ma'am.

RUTH: You've been through this kind of thing before. You oughta
know.

JOE: What's that?

RUTH: About Jason. Do you think he's alright?

AGE

RUTH: We've been so close the last ten years. Ever since he
stopped drinking. I gu;sé that's what I'm afraid of more
than anything else. Him starting up again.

JOE: Yes ma'am.

RUTH: Do you think he might have started again?
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JOE: I don't know....but };d say things were in your favor.

RUTH:  How's that?

JOE: 10 years is a long time.

RUTH: Yeah?

JOE:  Good hebits are hard to break too.
(END SCENE 2)
6 JOE: Before we left the store, we got a complete description of
7 Jason Halmer and Fred Staub. We also got Staub's address o
8 and the license number of the car they wers drdv§ﬁé. _Mrs,
9 Halmer gave us a recent photograph of her husband and we
10 checked with R, and I. on both men. We found & record on
11 them both. Halmer had been arrested 12 times for drunk,
12 the last one was over ten years previously. Staub had been
13 picked up for drunk, suspicion of burglary and writing
1% checks without sufficient funds. We checkéd the jails eand
15 hospitals and found that neither man had been booked in
16 the last 5 hours. We went back to the office and got out
17 a local and an A.P.B. on both men and the car. 9:46 P.M.
18 . we drove out to talk to Fred Staub. There was no one home
19 ﬁi:a but we got the information that his wife was employed at
20 a restaurant on Clay Street. We went over to see her.
21 SOUND:  RESTAURANT B.G. JOE AND FRANK'S STEPS ON HARD SURFACE.
22 LORNA: (LITTLE OFF) Can I help you?
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I don't have to ask you what this is all about. I can guess.

1 FRANK: Like to see Mrs. Staub.

BEAT

2 LORNA: Who are you?

3 JOE: Police officers..... this 1s my partner Frank Smith..,..
] my name's Friday. Here's our identification.

5 LORNA: (LOOKING) Uh huh. Well, I'm Lorna Staub. What d'ya want?
6 JOE: Few questions we'd like to ask.

7 LORNA: Mind goin' in the back to talk. Don't want everybody in
8 the place to know my business.

9 JOE: That's 211 right.

10 LORNA: Booth back here.

11 SOUND: _THEY WATK TO THE REAR OF THE PLACE

12 LORNA: - (AS SHE WALKS) Been hard enough to keep the job~...
13 SOUND: FOOTSTEPS STOP

14 LORNA: Go ahead..... sit down.

15 SOUND: JOE AND FRANK SLIDE INTO THE BOOTH

16 LORNA: Can I get you some coffee?

17 JOE AND FRANK: No thank you. .

18 SOUND: LORNA SITS IN BOOTH

19 LORNA:

20 JOE: Beg pardon?

LG 0186169



i3

LORNA:
JOE:

JOE
I.ORNA:
JOE:

W 0N OV U & W N

JOE:
LORNA:
JOE:
LORNA:

= el I

JOE:
LORNA:
i6 JOE:
17 LORNA:
18 JOE:
19 IORNA:
20 JCE:
21 LORNA:

[
Ui

IORNA:

LORNA:

It's something about Fred
Yes, ma‘am,
What'd he do?

-17—

We'!re not sure that he's done anythin', Mrs, Staub.

Theh wvhy!'re you here?

We're tryin! to find him,

He is in trouble.

We just want to talk to him, ma'am,
Cquld you tell us where he might be?

(BEAT) He should be home. Have you tried there?

. RN
Yos, ma'am, _ N

Well I don't kngw then, He left this mornin', Said he'd

be home early.

Have you heard from him?

No.

Did he say where he was goin' when he left?
To the race track.,

Was he goin! with anybody?

He didn't say.

What kinda! work does your husband do, Mrs, Staub?

He's g collector,
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1 FRANK: What matam?

2 ILORVA: He collects corks and bottles,

> FRANK: Ma'lam?

4 1O0RNA: Im tryin' to tell you he doesnft work, He just drinks,
5 JE: Then how could he afford to go the races?

6 LORNA: He can't. The only money he's got is what he can borrow
7 from other people or steal from my purse,

8 JE: Did he say why he was goin! to the races?

9 IORNA: ©No, I don't care what he does anymore. I've tried to
10 help him, but he doesn't make any effort to chyrge. . /2\°
11 Just goes on drinkin® and feelin! sorry for himself,

12 JeE: What do you meen by that, Mre, Staube TR
13 IORVA: > ~About feeling sorry for himself? (,.m-‘"” )
1 JoE: Yes ma'am, | P -

15 LORNA: It's note_new story, Mr. Friday. ,;-""/’

16 JCE: We'll listen,\_ /f" '

17 IORVA: Well about a year ago we bought” a small business in tbe
18 Valley, A men's re;:i‘y>p"wear store, We were a little
19 hasty about it, /

20 JCE: How's that? \\

21 IORNA: /

22

.'\

It was & po?ocation. Just didn't\do the business we
ld. S, )

thought we,4iou
,f’/
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1l \J\QE: I see,.
2 LO\ A: Fred began to worry about it, We'd put all our savins'!
3 _ into it, He took to drinkin’, Just a little QE,,ﬁfﬂst,
Y | the{x more and more, ‘
5 FRANK: Yes,\n{'am. ya
6 LORNA: He negl’e'c‘:te\d the business, I tried fﬁfmlg to bim, He
7 wouldn'tt lié?:eg. Things went fmg.rvgéd to ‘worse. We lost
8 everythint, \ .‘
9 JOE: Yes, ma'em, '

10 IORNA: W2 sold the stock and pa,id off most of the bills and then
-1l moved into the city.j_,-"‘f ggt.gzhis job, I've tried to tell
12 Fred, it wasn't the end of thé\yorld, but it doesn't do

25 any good, « \\

4 JOE: Th huh, f \'\‘

1% LORNA: He hasn'p"gzade any attempt to go to work, Isaves the
16 house,‘drny the mormin' and promises he's goid! to really
17 loglffor a job., When he comes . home....alvays the same
18 ‘;tﬁ'ing. Drunk, | |

19 FRANK:I vhat did he do before you bought the store?

20 LO@NA He was a clothin! salesman, A good one. He could g\e't\_la
21(/’ job if he really wented to, I think he likes it this
=2 —AY. ‘

23 JoE: Have you any idea where he'd go if he were drinkint?
2% 1ORNA: Any place where he can mooch a drink, He!s even tried
25 it here.

26 JeE: Yes, ma'am, but can you give us the name of any of the
Y places?

28 LORNA: Yes.,....I can tell you, but will you tell me what he's
29 done?
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LORNA

JOE ¢
LORNA:
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10 JOB:
11 IORNA:

15 JOE:
16 LORNA:

19 JCE:
20 LORNA:
A2l JOE:
22 1ORNA:
23 JOoE:
2} IORNA:

-20-
It's 1like we said, Mrs, Staub, We're not sure that he's
done anythint,

That'!s the truth?

Yes, matam, We'd like to talk to him,

(BEAT) All right., I think I can help you find him., I
got a phone call earlier this evenin!?,

From your husband?

No., From g friend of ours in the Valley, David Niesen,
Fred had called him,

Uh huh,

Fred wanted to use his place tonight. Davis gaid he
could, I asked him if Fred!'d been drinkin!', He said

he couldn'!t tell, but I know he has, It follows a
pattem. '

How's that, Mrs, Staub?

He'd done it before., Go out to David!s place and drink
himself into a stupor. David always calls me so I won't
worry.

Uh huh,

(BEAT) Could I ask somethin! of you officers?

Surely,

If you find him there, will you do what you can for him?
Do you think it'd do any good, ma'lam?

Whatta! mean, Mr, Friday?
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JOE: I don't think he'd ta)ta our help,

LORNA: Why?

JOE: He 4ldn!'t want yours,

(END SCENE 3) )

JE: Mrs, Staub gave us the a.ddzjess of the place where her
husband was suppisdd to be. We also got the address and
phone number of Davld Niesen, We put in a call to him,
but he hadn't heard from Staub, Frank and I left the
restaurent and drove out to the San Fernando Valley, -
On the way out, it started to rain, 31013 Nordhoff
Street was a small redwood house, We parked the car and
walked up onto the porch. Frank knocked at the door,

SOUND:  HEAVY RAIN IN B.G,. ‘

JCE: Wza,né try it again?® /y)gﬂ ‘

FRANK: Yeah.

SOUND:  FRANK MOVES TO THE DOOR AND KNOCKS.

FRED: (OFF MIKE,,.,INSIDE THE HOUSE) Yeah...who's there?

JOE: (UP) Police officers,,.c'mon Staub,...open the door,

BEAT

FRED: Go away....l dldn!t order anything,
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JOE C'mon Si‘-auh.....OPGH up,

m
A

OUND: _FROM INS 0 S THE_DOC
AND TIEN FALL AGAINST A PIFCE OF FURNITURE,

FRANK: Doesn!t sound like het!s doin! too good.
JOE: Uh huh,

SOUND: _ FRED GETS THE DOOR AND UNIOCKS IT, HE OPENS THE DOOR.
FRED: What dlya want?
JOE: Ietts talk inside,
: FRANK MOVE INTO T, SE
FRED: Sure.....wouldntt keep anybody out on a night like this,
C'mon i, / '/ L)
SO D: 5 CLOSES THE DOOR,

ZRED: Iet's go over by the fire., Cold out here in the middle
of the room,

SOUND: HE STARTS TO MOVE AWAY FROM THEM

JAE: You Fred Staub?

FRED: (OFF MIKE) That"s what you called me when you pounded
on the door.

J0E: Yeah,

FRED: You friends of IDave!s?

JOE: We've talked to him,

FREL: Nice fella old Dave. This is his house y'know.

JCE: Yeah.,...we know,
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FRED: Nice place...roof's tight,...good bar, Great friend old

(=]

2 Dave,

3 JOE: Uh huh,

4 COUPIE O PS OFF MIKE AND POURS EIMSEIF

5 ST INK /5 \ee
6 FRED: (OFF) How'd you fellas like a drink,..'Y‘IQOw...son/xefl '

7 to keep the chill out.

8 JOE: No thanks,

9 FRED: How bout you?

10 FRANK: No.
11 FRED:  Okay....but don't say I 4idn't try to be a good host,

12 Don't say it,
13 JoB: Put the glass down, Staub., You're gonna have enough
1k trouble enswerin! our questions as it is,

15 FRED: And that'!s just where youtre wrong.
16 JOE: That right,
17 FRED: Ons thing everybody says about old Fred, He can handle his

18 booze, Never seen old Fred swihgin!?,
19 JOE: Put the glass down,

20 BEAD

21 FRED: Okay. Like to cooperate,

22 g H PUTS THE GIASS OGN A TABIE

23 FRED: Mind if I sit down?
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18
19

21

/5 Y ~2h-
JOE:  Go sheddl
SCUND: FRED WAIKS OVER TO THE FIREPLACE AND PLOPS DOWN ON A
BENCH.,
FRED: 0ld Dave oughta get some cushlons for these benches.
Oughta.
JOE: Yesh. You want to start talkin' now?
FRED: Whenever you're reedy. 4
JOE: What'd you do today?
FRED: All dzy?
JOE: That's right.
FRED: Nothin'. Absolutely nothin'.
JOE: Where'd you go?
FRED: Toock a little ride out to the track.
FRANK : Races?
FRED: Yeah., Took a little ride.
JOE: You go by yourself?
FRED: Huh?
JOE: Did you go to the races by yourself?
BEAT
FRED: Matter of fact, I didn't/
FRANK : Who'd you go with?
FRED: Friend of mine.
FRANK: What's his name?
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You do ‘/know him,
What's his name?
Jason Halmen.

What happened?
Nothin', We drove out there and saw the horses.
You make any bets?

No.

Then why'd you go?

I like horses.

You know that's not the reason.

Okay...I went out to collect some money.

From who?

Why you askin' all these questions.

Did you get the money?

Yeah.

What'd you do with it?

I don't think that's any of your business.

You do anything wrong with it?

No.

Then you don't mind tellin' us do you?
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Paid a bill.
To who?
Jason. / ¢ \ 30
How much did you owe qzﬁ%
A hundred bucks,..listen...I don't like all these
questions. Way you guys came in here. I don't like it
at all...I don't think I'm gonna answer anything more
for you.

Where'd you go after you left the track?
Staub?

All right...let's go.
Where you gonns take me?
Downtown...maybe you'll feel more like talkin' there.

Isn't that I don't want to help you out. Not that &i.
all,

It's the way it's comin' over.

Well, I don't mean it. Just that nobody likes to have
anybody on their backs. You can understand that, huh?
Where'd you go from the track?

Drove out to the valley.

Halmer go with you?
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JOE:
FRED:
JOR:

FRANK :

JOE:

Yeah...he did.

Who drove?

Me. Jason has a sore shoulder.

A1l right.

We stopped at a bar and had a couple of drinks., Halmer
was feelin' pretty good that he got paid.

Ha],pér have anything to drink? /- // J0
Yesah...couple.

What was the name of the bar?

What?

The bar...what's the name?

I dunno.

You stopped at a place and you don't know the name?
That's the way it is. Doesn't matter what name's on
the outside anyway. Just what's on the bottles, That's
what's important.

All right...what happened then?

Jason said he had to go home. Wanted me to call his
wife and tell her he was on the way.

Did you? A

Yeah,

What tlme was that?
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FRED: Oh...I guess about 5:30 ... someplace in there.
JOE: Yeah. /7 /?O
FRED: We gaﬁ’around and had a couple more. Then he left.
FRANK : You stayed on after Halmer left?

W 00~ 6 U1 & VI N H

Yeah,
JOE: Uh huh., Who paid for the drinks?
FRED: Who d'ya think...me,
JOE: How much money did you collect out &t the track?
FRED: Hundred bucks, Collected it and theﬁ paid Jason.

10 JOE ILemme see your wallet.

11 FRED: Why?

12 JOE Get it up.

15> SOUND FRED MOVES AND TAKES THE WALLET OUT OF HIS POCKET.
1%  JOE: How much money have you got?

15 FRED: I dunno. Not much.

i6 JOE: Make a guess.

17 FRED: Twenfy...thirty dollars.

18 JoOE: okay...count it.

19 FRED: (AFTER BEAT) Might be better if you did.
20 JOE: Count 1it.
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Okay...but don't get med at me if I g¢’ it wrong.

FRED:
(HE COUNTS) ten... twenty ... twenty five ... twerny
six ... twenny seven ... twenny seven dollars. That
and the change I still got in my pocket. (BEAT) You
want me to count that too?
JOE: Never mind.
- FRED: Be glad to do it for you.
JOE: Lemme see your wallet,
FRED: Certainly ... here y'go.
SOUND:  JOE FANS THROUGH THE WALLET,
FRED: Present from my wife.
JOE: AS HE LOOKS THROUGH
FRED: Real nice...cordqyaﬁ leather.
JOE: Yeah.
FRED: Not a stitch in it...all folded.
JOE: Okay...put it back in jyour pocket.
FRED: (AS HE DOES) Thank you.
BEAT
JOE: Where'd you get the money Staub.
FRED: From in my wallet.
JOE: Before that?
FRED: I had 1t.
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Since when?

This morning.

Won't hold.

Huh?

We got it that you were broke this morning,

Oh...I got it now...Now I've got 1it.

Y'have huh?

Yesh... You think I'm a thief. (BEAT) Isn't that 1t?
We'll let you tell us,

No deal.

Huh?

I didn't steal 1it.

All right... then where'd you get it?

From my bank. /’?iﬁj}

Whgﬁ{a you get 1t?

Ttnight.

You're gonna have to do better than that, Staub.

I don't know why? Be perfectly happy to prove it to
you.

When you're ready.

LG 0186183



M & W v H

14
15
16

17
18

-31-

FRED: All right...I'1ll show you. Take you right there.

SOUND: HE STANDS UP |

FRED: You think all banks close at the same tims don't you...

JOE: Go ahead.

FRED: Well, you're wrong. Mine's always open.. Course it
don't pay any interest but it's there...and it's always
open.,

JOE: let's go.

FRED: Sure., Take you right there., Out in Canoga park.

JOE: You got a coat?

FRED: No.

SO0UND: HE WAIKS A COUPLE OF STEPS.

FRED: How 'bout a little drink before we go., Huh? Kinda warm
us up.

SOUND:  FRED WAIKS OVER TO THE BOTTLE AND POURS A DRINK,

JOE: You/'é had enough of that. / (/ ISC

BEAT

FRED: Y'know somethin'.

JOE: ‘What's that?

FRED: Times, I don't think there is enough. Hate to figure.
what'd happen if I ever ran out. Hate to think sbout it.

JOE: Well, I'll tell you something.

FRED: What's that?
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JOE: If that bank of your's isn't there.....
FRED: Yeah.

JOE: You're gonna get the chance.

(END SCENE 4)

(END ACT 1)

GIBNEY: You are listening to Dragnet, the authentic story of

your police force in action.

(COMMERCIAL INSERT)
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SECOND CCMMERCIAL
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QZ{ of us smoke for relaxation - for comfort - for
satisfaction ... And in the whole wide world, no
clgarette satisfies like a Chesterfield. You smoke with
the greatest posiible pleasure when your cligarette 1s
Chesterfield. ~ 0 /ﬁ;'
Only Chesterfielé. gives you the right combination of the
world's best tobeccos ... tob%396§ that are highest in
quality - low in nicotine ... Best for you.

Get a carton of Chesterfields. Chesterfield regular -
Chesterfield king-size ... Both at the same price in
most places. It!'s America's most popular two-way
cigaretite.

This ;s the best - Chesterfield...And the time to change -
to@ﬁé!

240\

{

N

P
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7
1 JOE: Becayse of Fred Staub's condition, it was difficult to

2 know how much of the truth he was telling us. We went

3 back to the car and started to drive toward Canoga Park.
y On the way. we stopped and put in a call to Mrs. Halmer.
5 Her husband had still not returned. Staub directed us to
6 drive to a ranch type house on Kelvin Avenue. By the time
T we got there, it'd stopped raining. We parked the car and
8 walked up to the house. There were no lights on and no

9 answer when we rang the bell.

10 SOUND:  OUTDOOR B.G.

11 FRANK: All right Staub....you through playin' games now?

12 FRED: Bank's out in the backyard. '

13 JOE: What?

14 FRED: Backyard. There's a barbegue out there. Banks a tin can
15 near there.

16 JOE: Show us.

17 FRED: Sure. _

18 SOUND:  THEY WALK ALONG A CEMENT DRIVEWAY.

19 FRED: I used to live in this house.

20 JOE: Yeah.

21 FRED: Always figured that someday, I was goﬁna need some money.
22 One time I just went out and buried some. F%;u?ed there’'d
23 be a time when I was gonns need it. ;!’\iié}

24 FRANK: Yesah.
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SOUND: JOE OPENS THE GATE. THE THREE MEN WALK INTO THE YARD
FRED:  Always meant to fix that when we lived here.

SOUND: STEPS STOP

JOE: All right....where's the barbeque?

12 FRED: One of you got a flashlight?

1% SOUND: JOE TAKES HIS FLASH OUT AND TURNS IT ON

14 FRED: Lemme have it. '

i FRED: Tin can near the barbeque.

2 JOE: What time were you here today?

3 FRED: I don't know....I don't have & watch.

4 JOE: You haven't got any idea?

S5 FRED: Sorry.

6 SOUND: THE STEPS STOP AND WE HEAR JOE WORK WITH A GATE

7 FRED: Catch 1s a kinda tricky. Y'gotta pull it toward you.
8

9

(W)
o

=
=

15 JOE: You tell us where you want it pointed.
16 FRED: You don't trust anybody do you?
17 JOE: Where's the barbeque?
18 FRED: Over in the corner of the yard. Right near the fence.
19 SOUND:  JOE AND FRANK TAKE A COUPLE OF STEPS
20 JOE: Whe?a‘? _
S\
’),’7/\U
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1 FRED: Swing the light over to the left.
BEAT
2 TFRANK: Nothin' there. -
BEAT
3 FRED: Maybe I made a mistake...been a while since I've been
L here. Must be in the other corner of the yard.
5 JOE: We'll try it.
€ SOUND:  COUPLE QF STEPS AND THEN PAISE,
.- BEAT
7 JOE: You're not doin' so good t'night, Staub.

FRED: T don't understand it....I saw it t'day.
9 SOUND: UNDER THE ABOVE, A CAR HAS FADED INTO THE DRIVEWAY, IT
10 STOPS |
11 FRANK: Probably the owner of the house.
12 SOUND: _ DOOR OPEN AND CLOSE ON CAR '7_}\;}(3
13 JOE:  Yesh....let's check with Q;mf
14 SOUND: THEY WALK TO THE FRONT OF THE YARD
15 ¥RED: I don't understand it....right in the corner of the yard

i ....near the fence.

17 SOUND: STEPS CONTINUE AND THEN STOP

18 JOHN: (LITTLE OFF) Somethin' you're looking for?

19 JOE: Police officers., sir. We tried the door....wasn't anybody
20 home.
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1 JOmN: You want to tell me what this is all about?

2 SOUND:;  JOE AND FRANK WALK UP TO JOHN,  STOP.

3 JB: You live here, do you?

4 JOHN: Thatt!s right, What're you looking for?

5 JGE: You know anything about a barbeque pit in the beck yard,
6 here?

T JOHN: Yeah,,.why?

8 JOE: Whare 1is it?

9 JOHN: I tore it @dwn three months ago.

10 (END SCENE 5) \?0
11 JCE: We returned Fred Staub to the office for further 23\
12 interrogation, Frank and I attempted to talk to him

13 without result, He sald he couldn't remember where he'd
14 gotten the money. He couldn't tell us ‘wl?z@ Jason Halms>»
15 was., We put in a call to the missin' man's home but he
16 still hadn't returned. We rechecked the hospitals and

17 jails without results, 1:14% AM.  We were ready to

18 give it up for the night, Frank went over f‘o the office
19 and I got Staub ready to leave.

SOUND: QOTSTEPS IN IN IO ROOM
21 FEED: Y'gonna take me to jall now?
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1 JOE: You called 1t.

2 SOUND: JOE OPENS THE DOOR AND WE HEAR THE SOUND CF THE CORRIDJR
3 B.G. COME IN.

4 JOE: Go ahead.

5 SOUND: JOE AND STAUB WALK INTO THE HAIL. AS THEY DO, WE HEAR
6 FRANK'S STEPS FADE IN.

7 FRANK: (FADING IN) Joe.

8 SOQUNR: _ JOE TURNS

Q9 JOE: Hold it up, Staub.

10 SOUND: FRANK WALKS ON MIKE

11l JOE: What've you got?

12 FRANK: Call just came in....about Halmer's car.

13 JOE: Yeah? ..

14 FRANK:  They found 1¢. 37 \"

(END SCENE 6) -

15
16

JOE:

17

18

19
20

21 SOUND:

While men from the business office took Staub over to the
main jail for booking. Frank and I drove out to the valley
agein. Halmer's car had been found about a mile off
Topanga Canyon Boulevard on Far View Road. It was back off
the road and partially hidden by trees. When we got there,
a radio car was standing by. We talked to the officer.
OUTDOOR NIGHT NOISES.
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BRYAND: We got the call from a fella who lives up heref,f

Uh huh. ,
Said he noticed the car when he went by this evening on

his way home. Later on, he saw it a vhen his wife and
him went out to dimmer.

BRYAND: Stil]N\the same place
better ca ‘J\us. When

pé lookin' for.

en he came back. Figured he

checked it out, we saw it was the

W 0 N oW & W N

10 JOE: Any sign of an od{:
11 BRYAND: Shine your l4ght in Xhe back seat there.
12 SOUND: _ LIGHT ON AND LITTLE FO}‘RWMOVEMENI‘.

N,
13 FRANK: Clothj,n“é store dummy. ‘\
14 BYRAND: Ye}l{ That's what made the g&y,, \tho found it think it
15 ;»'glzghta be looked into. "‘x,

%

p
16 FRANK/ Looks like a real person starin’ o?‘f\into space.
17 BBYAND: Yesh. Gave the man quite a start. \\

18/J0E: I can figure. Anything on the car? 5\\
TO-BRHANDT  Take & LOOK AT ENE Dmthurm : —

20 SOUND: THEY WALK TO THE REAR OF THE CAR.

21 BRYAND: Stuff on the ground there.....I covered it with the
22 boxes in case it started to rain again.
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1 JCE: (LOOKING) Good, ‘ﬂ}

2 SOUND: THEY COVFINUE 70 VALK. TjmN spop, YU

5> BRYAND: The}‘se stains here on the groyd"....don't know if theytre
# gonna mean anything. |
5 JOE: You got anything we can use to open this trunk?

6 BRYAND: I'll check our car,

7 JOE: Good,

8 SOUND:  BRYAND IEAVES THE S OLIOW

9 A_CAR DOOR OFEN AND CIOSE,

10 FRANK: What d'ya think?

11 JQE I dunno,..better get in touch with the crime lab,...have
12 . them come out and go over the place.

13 FRANK: Yeah:

1% SouND:  BRYAND FADES QY MIKE.

15 BRYAND: Here...try this,

16 JOE: Thanks,

17 SOUND: _JOE MOVES TO OF THE T

18 FRANK: Can you get it?

19

20 JGE:  Wanna put that light hexe,...
21 FRANK: Yeah,...how's that?
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JOE: (AS HE WORKS) Good., 4\:,;0
BRYAND: Need soms hslp? 7
JGE: NO....I think I can get ;1(
SOUND: __WE HEAR THE TRUNK COMPARTMENT STARI TO GIVE,
JE: (WITH EFFORT) Once more oughta do it,
SOUND; __HE HEAVES AT THE TIRE IRON AND THE TRUNK LOCK SNAPS,
JCE: There,
SOUND:  JOE RAISES THE TRUNK.....WE HEAR IT LOCK INTQ POSITICN,
BEAT
10 JCOE: I thought maybe we'd be wrong.

11 FRANK: We weren't,
12 JOE: Uh huh,,ss.it?s Halmepr,
13 (END SCENE 7)
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13 FRED:
14

16 JOE:
17 FRED:
18 JOE:
19 FRED:
20 JOE:
21 FRED:
22 FRANK:
23

- 41 -

We put in a call to the crime lab. and they came out and
made an investigation of the scene. From what we could
tell, Halmer had been killed by some kind of a blunt
instrument. His empty wallet was in the trunk beside the
body/ We asked Lee Jones to call us as soon as they has
finished t

left the scene.

preliminary investigation and then we

Frank and I drove back to the main jail

end had Fred Staub brought™from his cell. We talked to
him for over an hour without rggﬁlt; He gave us the same
answers he'd given us that afternoon™6:48 A.M.

I feel lousy. My head's like it don't belong to me.

Why don't you tell us the truth.

You haven't told me what this is about. No reason wvhy I
should answer your questions if I don't know what you're
tryln' to get at.

We told you....the truth,.

Al]l the questions. Over and over the same things.

You can make it easy on yourself.

How?

Come with some straight answers.

But I've told you.

Uh huh. Like the bar you went to called the "I DON'T
KNOW"
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FRED: I'd tell you the name i1f I knew. I'd been drinkint
pretty good.
SOUND:  KNOCK ON DOOR
FRANK: I'll get it.
COUPLE STEPS TO DOOR, FRANK OPENS DOOR
FRANK: Yesh. 2533\§e
YOUNG: This just came in from the cr;a{e lab.
SOUND: ' CRACKIE OF PAPER
FRANK:  (TAKES PAPER) Thanks.
10 SOUND: DOOR CLOSES
11 FRANK: (TURNS AND READS) Here, Joe.
12 SOUND: COUPIE STEPS OVER TO JOE, HANDS HIM PAPER.

W O~ 6! = W N+
72}
%

13 JOE: (READS) Staub.
14 FRED: Yeah.
15 JOE: This is about your bank.

16 FRED: What'd ya mean?

17 JOE: This explains where you got the money.

18 FRED: What.,

19 JOE: When you took the currency from Halmer's wallet, you
20 | left three perfect prints on one of the cellulold
21 envelopes.

22 FRED: (BEAT) You mean somethin' has happened to Halmer?

2% FRANK: You tell us.
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You can drop the bluff. These prints are enough to
indict you (BEAT) Wanna tell };54 9,»-6\(,"0
(BEAT) He was goin' to send me to jail. I didn't get
the money at the track. I tried to get him to glve me
more time.
Yeanh.
He was so righteous sbout 1t. Said I'd had enougn
time, that he was goin' to the police.
Yeah.
I pleaded with him...but he wouldn't listen. It
happened real quick. Maybe if I hadn't been.drinkin',
it might not have been this way. I don't know.
Yeah.

When I started to think about the big trouble I was in...

I figured it's all on account of money.

That right?

There really was a guy at the track y' know. He was
gonna' lend me the money to pay Halmer.

Uh hyh, :;é;\?5<7

If he'd loaned me the money, it would have solved
everythin',

There was another way.

Whatta'! mean?
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The money you owed Halmer.
Yeah.,
You could have earned 1it.

SIGNATURE

-4l
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FENN:

GIBNEY:

- 45 -
(EASILY) The story you have just heerd is true. The
names were changed to protect the lunocent.

On May 1lith . trisl was held in department 92, Supericr
Court of the state of California, in end for the County

of Los Angeles. In a moment, the results of that trilal.
Now, here 1s our star, Jack Webb.

COMMERCIAL INSERT
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DRAGNET RADIO
OCTOBER 19, 1954

CLOSING COMMERCIAL == NO, 3

27\04

WEBB: Notagéd how many king-size smokers are changing to

Chesterfield? Everywhere king-size smokers are finding
it out ... no other king-size cigarette has Chesterfield
quality -- tastes so good - or gilves you such a refreshing
smoke., What a pair! Chesterfield king-size ...
Chesterfield regular. They sat%sfy!

‘70

ONRG  E E

17
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TRIAL PAGZ \3’0
GIBNEY: Frederick Carson Staub was tried and cony¥€ted of
| murder} in the firat degree and recelved sentence as
prescribed by law. On recommendation of the jury, he

was sentenced to life Imprisonment in the State

penitentilary, San Quentin, California.
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END PAGE
1 MUSIC: THEME
2 MUSIC: THEME UNDER
3 GIBNEY: You have just heard Dragnet -- a series of authentic

4 cases from official files. Technical advice comes from

5 the Office of Chief of Police, W. H, Parker, Los 25 \¢©
6 Angeles Police Departm;rﬁ:. Technical advisors: Captain

7 Jack Donohoe, Sgt. Marty Wynn, Sgt. Vance Brasher.

8 Heard tonight were: Ben Alexander,

9

10 Script by John Robinson, Earl Schley...Music by Walter

11 Schumann......Hal Gibney speaking.

12 MUSIC: THEME UNDER,,..CONTINUES
13 FENN: Watch an entirely different Dragnet case history each

14 week on your local NBC Television Station., Please check
5 ¢ your newspapers for the day and time. (BEAT)

Chestesfleld has brought you Dragnet, transcribed,

from Los Angeles, |

(L & M HITCH HIKE)
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¥~ DRAGNET - RADIO
2 October 19, 1954

STU ERWIN HITCH-HIKE 7

g O 0~ O U1 = W v

11 STU:
12

3R\3?
He)io = I'm Stu Erwin.,..

And I'm June Erwin. Our cigarette is L & M Filters.

They have the first filter we'!ve tried that really does the
job. It certainly is the miracle tip.

Notice how easy it draws ... and notice how good I, & Ms
taste. You get much more flavor ... much less nicotine. 2 7 /()’D
We'll/(e telling you more about L & Ms come October 20th.
We'lve got a new TV show going on then ... every Wednesday
night. Check your paper for the time and stations, .
Be sure to joln us ....

And meanwhile ... try L & Ms ... king-size or regular ...
Both at the same low pri}e’.

4\
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