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The Shadew Kneows )

"Who knows what ewvil lurks in the
hearts of men?" Well, as all products
of Radio's Golden Age and subseguent
rebirth know, the answer to this
guestion is, undoubtedly, the Shadow.
But how many ardent listeners and
equally ardent collectors of Shadow
memorabilia are aware of their hero's
diverse characteristics as portrayed
in two media -=- the pulp and the
radio drama?

Although the Shadow did not storm
the airwaves with his indubitable
crime fighting prowess until 1931, his
talents were known to readers of the
Fame and Fortune pulp, published by
Street and smith in February, 1929.

At this time, crime fiction was
enjoying mass popularity. So in order
to boost the circulation of other books
of this nature, Street and Smith
commissioned George C. Jenks to develop
a mysterious character whose task
involved protecting honest investors
against dishonest financeers. Writing
under the "house name” of Frank 5.
Lawton, Jenks' imagination gave birth
to "The Shadow of Wall Street,” a
thirty-five page pulp. Unfortunately,
Jenks' creation was born amid troubled
economic waters, for the Stock Market
Crash of the autumn of 1929 stole the
main character's clientele.

However, the idea of such a
mysterious figure was not to be guickly
laid to rest. In 1931, ignoring the
throes of the nation's economic
sitpation, the firm introduced a new
publication, The Shadow, almost as if
by accident. Im 1930, the publishing
house began radio advertisement of
Detective Story Magazine. Although the
radio material was selected from the
magazine itself, it did not appeal to
listeners as much as the woice of the
announder who introduced the thirty
minute weekly broadcast d4id. He
identified himself merely as the Shadow.

The publishers naturally declided to
cash in on the radio character's
popularity, so John Hanovic was
appointed editor of the magazine. He
immediately contracted with Maxwell
Grant ([Walter Gibson) to write two
60,000 word novels monthly. The topic
of the tales: a character who foiled
the underworld with occasional police
help. Incidentally, the author of the
radio scripts was Harry E. Charlot,
who died of poison under highly
mysterious circumstances four years
later.

But returning to the pulp....

The first issue of the quarterly
publication hit newsstands in April, 1931
and it included not only a book-length

detective novel authored by Srant,
entitled The Living Shadow, but also
three articles on crime. Further
exploits of the mysterious crime fighter
followed under such titles as The Eyes
of the Shadow, The Shadow Laughs, and
Ganggum‘: Doom. However, the black-
cloal gure of the pulp differed
gsomewhat from the character familiar to
radio listeners. The pulp figure bore
up to three different civilian
identities: Lamont Cranston being the
most fregquent identity followed by

Xent Allard and Henry Arnaud. The radio
character appeared only as Cranston, a
rich playboy who shared a fairly intimate
association with police commissioner
Weston and a fascinating habit of
dabbling in crime solving. The two
Shadows also differed in their modes of
operation. Whereas readers knew that
their hero used darkness to conceal him-
self while doing his duty, radio fans
knew that their hero cashed in on his
aypnotic ability to "cloud mens' minds."™
In addition, although the pulp figure
worked with various assistants, the
radio figure worked alone. The reason:
the extreme difficulty in differentiating
between such a plethora of voices on the
air. Only Carlton E. Morse of I Love a
ﬂ%sterg could successfully introduce
characters varied enough to be aurally
distinguished from each other.

Also to be noted in a list of
differences is the attachment of both
figures to the opposite sex. Whereas
in the pulp the Shadow is paired with
Margo Lane only occassionally, the
radio Shadow is constantly in the lady's
company. The reason: the 99% male
audience of the pulps thought of their
man as a freewheeling detective
permanently unattached to any female;
the mixed radio audience would not only
find it difficult to distinguish cne
fine lady from another, but also they
would picture the character as the
typical man on the make.

In the final analysis howewver, for

" those of us who are devoted Shadow

fanatics there makes little difference
as to the diverse portrayals of our
haero. Whether he worked alone, had a
steady girlfriend or went by various
names is immaterial. What does matter
is the Shadow's remarkable abilities
when it comes to doing what he does
best: fighting crime. As collectors
of any and all Shadow memorabilia know,
his mysterious nature has rendered him
a spot of envious popularity among t
great characters of the pulp and radio
drama era. And his popularity in the
world of Mostalgia is ever-increasing.
Who knows, perhaps he will make a full-
fledged comeback in today's multi-
faceted media. Who knows? The Shadow,
of course! Anne T. Nikl

Next issue, Walfen Gibsor, wrifen of
The Shadow!!




Collectorss

LISTINGS TN THEE COLLECTORS COLUMN ARE FREE.
MENTION, PLEASE SEND DETATLS OF YOUR COLLECTION TO ME. IF FOSSIELE,
SEND YOUR CATALOG IF YOU HAVE ONE. TNPURMATION WHICH WOULD NORMALLY
BE INCLUDED ARE: NAME & ADDRESS, PEONE, WHAT MATERIAL YOU HAVE, WHAT
THINGE YOU ARE LOOGKTNG POR. I'LL BE HAFPY DO MENTION ANY OTEER COLLECT-

ING HARITS. IF YOO COLLECT ONLY ON CASSETTE, STATE THIS, REEL COLLECT=-

ING WILL EE ASSUMED OTHERWISE.

IF YOU) DESTHE A

NORA EHISTOF, 6110 5. MASON AV
CHICAGO, IL B0638. Collects on cas-
sette only. Bas over BO0 programs,
list awvailable on request. Looking
for ail types of radio programs,
especially interested in "Corwin
Presenta” "Blography in Sowmd",
"lax Theater", snd other novels

on radic, also, mystery, sclience-
fletion, decumentary, and Juvenile
kid's eerials.

ED FIFFIN, 9802 BRAGG LANE,
MANASEAS, VA 22110. Collects
reels, 20 page catalog of shows
for trade, featuring science
fietiom. Locking for oddball
shows in addition to science-
tetion.

JOHN CIORI, 220 8 25th AV
BELINCOD, IL &010L.

Looking Tor other cassette
eollactors. has 500 shows,
also esllects T8 rpm records.

ROBERT POLICASTRC S6Z BELGROVE
DRIVE, EEARNEY, NJ 07032,
Looking for specific "Dean
Martin - Jerry Lewis" programs
on radis apd television.
Collecte reel tapes.

A.W.BLATT, § ROCKVILLE AV,
STATEN ISLAND, NY 1031k,

has Sooy cassette deck,

and Tendberg reel, is looking
for: Studie One, Inner Ssnctum,
Sherlock Holmes, Green Hormet,
Zuspense, Shadow, Gunsacke,
Lone Ranger, Ernie Kovek,
Whistler, Harry Lime, Black
Museum, and Fred Allen.

TOMMY DUGGAN, T SOUTH FAIRVIEW
PARE RTDGE, IL, G0068

Looking for other (reel?)
collectors. has 1000 programs
has been collecting for ten
Yearg, in and out. Has ertalog.

STARE MAYRARD, FT 2, VERNDALE,
MINKESOTA, 56L81.

eollects reels. has 12,000
programs, including "S08 telewvision
soundtracks and movie serisls.
Eighlights of collection:

ECEP opera runs, children's serials,
48 new Hick Carter, and programing
day from "30=. Looking for new

Scap opsras, particularly, "One Man's
Family" collects snd trades complete
reels primarily.

FRED W. SMITH, 1010 Hock Av,
FLEASANT HTIL, CA, 9L523.
Interssted in trading for all
Irvin 5. Cobb stories, hes a
few Tor trade! Prefers cassette,
tut reel copy i=s ak.

CRATG BMITH, 9 FARTRIDGE FD.
DETMAR, HY, 1205L.
Interested in Comedy and
Billbilly type shows,also
mueic programs with country-
hillbilly=-cowboy theme.

VINCENT EGARIAN, 30 MANHATTAN AV,
YOREEFRES, WY, 10T0T.

Has TS5 reels for trade. Highlights:
"Meet the Meeks", "My Friend Irma”,
Jimmy Durante, "Bright Star”,"My
Favoriie Husbend", end "Magnificant
Montagne". Ae expected from the
sbove list, Vincent is interested
in, and looking for, comedy programs.

JOHN & TAVARONE, T GLENDALE AV,
ALBARY, WY, 12208,
Hag 600 hours onm reel to sell.

RICHARD C. NEWMAN, 1234 DARTMOUTE RDY,
FLOSSEMOOR, IL, G0k22,

interested in trading cassettes and
reels, high quality is of most import-
ance. Maxell UDC and Maxell UTl are
used, with Dolby nolse reduction.
Locking especially for a copy of
"Command Performance™ 12/2k/hk2,

thet wvas ruined in "tape houvsecleaning”

JAMES HOGUE

20T Twelfth Street

levelland, Texas, T9336

Has 25 reels, including "Foundation
Trilogy", "Dey of the Triffids",
Nero Wolfe, Dimension X, The Shadow,
Shadow of Fu-Manchu, Sherlock Holmes,
and "Lives of Harry Lime"

Jemes 15 looking for guality sound,
specific vants are: Charlie Chan,
Shadow, more Shadow of Fu Manchu.

EICHARD . ALLEN JR., 5T3L B.
DORCHESTER AV, CHICAGO, IL GO&3T
Collects cassettes and reels,
Highlight=: Easy Aces, Fred Allen,
Richard Dismond, Charlie MeCarthy,
Sem Epade, and Our Miss Brooks.

SO0L FELDMAN, 119 BOOLER AV,
DeXALB IL, 60115 [B15-T56-k305]
80 page catalog, locking for
other large collectora, with
uncomman shows. (reel ind. shows)

ROGER NEVEAUX, 2L1k = LOWELL ST,
SANTA ANA, CA 9270T.
interested in most shows.

COMING
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1. ESCAPE LOG + ARTICLE.

. TWQ DIFFERENT VIEWS ON HECORD=-
ING TAPE TYFES.

(]

Lak

. A HISTORY OF OLD TIME RADIO
COLLECTING. HOW THEIS "GAME
WITH RO RULES" BEQAM, AND
DEVELOPED INTO THE MODERN
"OTR INDUSTRY".

. SEADOW ARTICLE ON WALTER
GIBSON + SHADOW LOO COMPLETED.
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925F EAGLE HEIGHTS
MADISON, WISCONSIN 53705

ATRWAVES. TAPED REEL AND CASSETTE COPIES OF OLD TIME RADIO. SUFERE SOUND, QUALTTY
SERVICE. AIRWAVES. COMPLETE REFLE L FOR $30.00. AIRWAVES. CUSTOM CASSETTES AT
$15.00 for POUR. ATRWAVES. DOLEY* ENCODED CASSETTES, NO SXTRA CHARCE. ATRWAVES, CATALODG,
ORE DOLLAR, FEFUNDARLE WITH FURCHASE, INCLUDES LIST OF 100 RENTAL CASEETTES.

Newsletter Special: Until December 15, pick any reel listed below for $6.50, or in-
@ividually select shows on reel or cassette for $9.50 an hour.

HEEL 294 AMDE & ANDY 1800" Sound B. REEL A165 ESCAFE 1800' Sound A-B

12/1/4k Ink flow fountain per mgemcy T14/49 "Drums of Fore snd Aft"

12/8/Lk Frank Morgmn, gueat 11/1/4% "Flood on the Goodwins"

12/15/hh Pake suicide 2/12/49 "The Lost Special”

12/22/LL Paul Tayler Chorus guests 5/26/50 "Command”

12/29/4k Hew Year's Show 10/15/49 "Sure Thing"

1/5/45 Vietor Moore guest b/25/48 "Fourth Man"™

1/12/45 Ome Phoney antique 2/8/53 "Jetsam"

1/19/45 Adoptiom woes TIT/50 "Shipment of Mate Fate"
I 1/26/45 Lovelorn column Lf12/53 "Classified Beeret”

2/2/b5  Lewsult against Andy 9/20/53 "The Log"

2/9/45  Andy, the Sailor 2/27/53 "The Untouchable"

2/16/b5 Valentine 2/26/53 "Hed Wine"

EEEL A4OS SUSPERSE 1800 Sound A. REEL AMOT VIC AND BADE 1800' Soumd B.

individual eelestions, six consecutive = 1 hr,

’ 0/19/h8 Ti11 the Day I Die top s of'fer to etcher, gt TACA=
10/10/b6 Plaln Cese of Murder tlon plan, Vic & Bussell in bad mood, the
1/12/50 Four Hours to Kill mueteche, Fletcher's tight suspender, Fletch-
b/13/50 Six Feet Under er's two friemds, Baw's song sbout Vie, Pome
L/20/50 Pearls are a Nuismnce Fom is 8 lodge member, paire of pants, Gustep's
/28/50 Fly by Night dinner, thimble club mesting, Dottie's house-
L/28/49  The Lim warming, Leland moves in, Rotten's Phoephates,
12/9/5k On a Country Road Chuck Brainfesble's cowbay things, meeting

' £/28/LU5 Dealings of Mr Markheim Vic'e train, Sally and Crissle, Lolita's
11/13/47 Risbouchineks suggestion for writing, Dotty Erainfeeble re-
9/21/50 The Crowd turns, Fuseell forced to read Bess's letter,
10/9/4T Man Who Liked Dickens Dumpox's Eyes, Removel of Bright Kentucky

Hotel petition.Clock, Gustop as Hoat, Fdith
Bluggins, Fletcher comes to stay, Rawhide

| ahoestrings, Ted/Fred, Petition, Bess's Letter
puts Vic to Sleep. Spotty, Not going to Swees
Ester, Leland, Bush's Junk Business, Concrete
Floar

* TM Colbylshs &r_!




STANDARDE. . .
continued from page 2.

will rate thelr shows by o quality
standard. The older, established
method is to use the sbbreviations,
Ex, VG, G, F, F. These are then com—
tined in strange feshions, to make
& simple catalog look like a manual
for the asgemblage of an Apollo
spacecraft. A newer system, possibly
devoloped by Rex Bills, of "Golden
Age Radio" used is the MABC system.
A stands for Ex to VG/E, B = VG,

C= VG/G, and D = G to P. More

and more collectors are using

this newer system, and it comes
BOTOSE Very easy on the eyes.

A few pcollectors use no system

at all, yet are quality conscious
asbove and beyond reason, stating
that no system does thelr solleetion
Juetice. Some hawve worked out
elaborate schemes, involving over-
all sound, and specific defects.

For the typical fan, & reting
system should be used, with per-
haps & note on how their show
relates to others in clrculation.
Bome shows sound bad, but none
better are available, and this

is worthwhile informetion to
inelude, although it is seldom

done. The complete reel collectors
usually will give an entire reel one
rating, while individual show
people necessarily must give rat-
ings to each show. A compromise
system of reting an entire reel,

and noting exceptione i3 also

done, with & combination of ease
and detail. Although a speed of

3 3/k and U track have been over-
whelmingly chosen, no one brand

of tape seems to be standard.
Generally traders are of two types,
one being the "Shamrock, Concert”
group, and the other, the "Scotch-
Ampex—Capitol” group. Tape brand
differences are often peychologieal
rather than audio differences,

and will be discussed at a later
issue. Geperally, if you belong

to the first group, tape brands

are not digeussed, if you belong

to the second group it iz a good
idea to state in your trading
correspopdence, vhat variety of re=-
carding tape you prefer. For a long
time, Shamrock consisted of perhaps
the worst mylar recording tape arcund.
Bacause of this, it has developed a
bad name, but now, certain warieties
are as good as Ampex 6h1, and T sus-
pect relisbility on moat Shasrock
types is very good. Scotech 150 used
to be the standard for mediue guslity,
but since that tape i now not manu-
factured. tapers are in & mild frenzy

trying to find sultable brands at

& low cost. Generally, most non-brand
tape ought to be avolded, unless its
history is known, because reliasbility
iz questionable. As far as audio gual-
ity goes, the user should record his
best program on the tape to be tested,
with a level that introduces no hiss,
or distortion, and compare this to the
original. If they sound the same, the
tape is of high enough quality (audio
that 1=, not relisbility necessarily)
to use. I am unfamiliar with cassette
brands commonly traded, but reliasble
brands as far as sound and mechanics
go are: Maxell, Scotch, Basf, TDK,
Pujl, Meporex, most Aspex, and Somy.
Tapes that are bad mechanically or
acoustically are: Concert, Certron,
and Ampex 350. .

Equipment standardly used is that of
Sony corporstion, because of cost

and relisbility factors. It is my op-
infon that the high fidelity industry
ie outstanding in terms of quality

and value, snd most all hi-fi products
are good. Howewer, epecial care should
be taken in a tape deck purchase, ns
mechanieal devices are prone to wear,
and manufacturers can conceal guality

of workmanship. Teac, Tandberg, Wollensak,

Sony, Maramtz, JVC, Advent, ReVox,
Farrograph, Dual, Hakamichi, Dokorder,
Tamaha, Crown, Technics, and Hormon=-

Eardon are all machines of fine workman=

ship. Sound quality of a tepe machine
makes no difference to radic shows
in reel equipment, as all have spec-
ifications far above a good copy of

& radio program. On cassette equipment,

it is wise to choose a model with
"Dalby" noise reduction. If you are
shopping for equipment, or a large
amcunt of tape, it pays to mail order

from hifi dealers, such as those listed
in the back of "Sterec Reviewl costs are
generally 20% lower. For the sound purist,

or knob fiddler, signel processing has

become a hobby inm itsslf. The most popular
form Seems to be 5 mnd 10 band egualizers.
The 5 band equalizer is useful in reducing
high frequency hiss and scratches, and in
correcting very bad BEQ errors, but of far

greater usefulness are the 10 band, or
octave equalizers, which are more than

twice as effective then the 5 band variety
as far as porrecting tome, B0 that a true,
not "tinny" sound results. The reason for
this i= thet at the extremes, either boost
or eut, the frequency graph is not lineer,
it has a3 Dany pesks and vallies as the

number of contrels. Although this is
probably true of ten band equalizers,

the peaks and vallies are much more subdued.
One thing that should be standard,

and often ism't, are level settings. There

is no such thing as a "Correet” setting,

but for moet prograss with an average

tone balance, the meters should peak well
into the +3 48 or red range, and average

®

arcund 50% or -5 dB. Programs with a
bright sound should be leveled lower,
or at least checked on playback, Dull 5
programs can be leveled higher. -
These standards represent most of |

the basic mechanics of OTR eollecting, |
and will be gone over in depth in future |
issues. F.
|

|

Paul Rhymer, author of
"¥ic and Sade”
B new Viec and Sades are

girculating, others new are
k& pew Hick Carter,
gnd & fev Richard Diamond.

EHOWE FUR LISTENING

Below is & list of shows
eonsidered by most to be
abowve average in listening
content.

EEMI-SOAF OFERA. Vic and Bade,
Couple Rext Door, Lum and |
Abner, and One Man's Family. |
MYSTERY /ADVENTURE. By far |
the favorite seems to be
Escape, also high, but of
spotty quality is Suspense.
Sam Spade with Howard Duff
are excellant, fenturing
superh acting, wvide range

of characters, and intri-
cate plots. I Lowve A Mystery
iz also considersd one of -
the top ten, for its ability
to involve the ligtener in the
storyline, and strange setting.
Alsp, much like ILAM is Adven-
tures by Morse. Others are:
21st Precinet, Line-Up, Broad- |
way is my beat, FBI in peace
and War, The Whisztler, English
Sherlock Holmes. Dimension X,
X minus One, Mr District At-
torney, end newer H. Dismond.







