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CON 77

Cnce again, the Meriden, Cohnecticut Holiday Inn set the
gtage for the second annual FOR (Friends of Radia) convention, -
the only one of ite kind in the New York metropolitan area.
LDealers' tables, old movies, a trivia contest, and a panel
discussion were all topped off by alive performance of two
radic scripte and an awards caremony.

The convention was a great success in & number of respects.
Firat of all, attendance nearly deubled that of last wyear. Well
aver two hundred people attended the afternoon festivities, and
one hundred sixty stayed for the buffet dinner followed by the
live performances and award ceremony. Secondly, this year's
convention was graced by the presence of more celebrities than
any previous radio convention. A numbesr of convention
"veteranzs" returned to spend scme of their precious time with
us again: Raymond Edward Johnson, Jamesz Maloney, and lee
Stanley. And we were very fortunate to have in attendance
many new faces: Court Benson, Ed Blainey, Fred Foy, Nandel
Kramer, Grace Matthews, James Mcnks, Kosa Rio, Warren Somerville,.
and ¥ieki Vola, Unfortunately, & number of invited guests were
unable to attend because cof illness or more pressing commitments:
Jackason Beck, Ernest Kiney, Al Hodge, and Hamilton 0'Hara. Many
af the guestis were accompanied by their lovely wives,; and a
good time was had by all.

As mentioned, two scripts were performed: an Our Gal Sunday
which starred Vicki Vela in the title reole, supported by Grace
Matthews, Court Benson,; and James Monks, and a Shadow script,
beasting Mandel Kramer in the lead role and Grace Matthews in
perhaps her best loved role, that of Margot Iane, constant
companion of the Shadow. Other members of the cast ineluded
Court Penson, James Maloney, James Monks, and Lee Stanley. Both
performances were expertly directed by Warren Somerville, former
director of Theater Fiwve and currently & senior director at
ABD in New York City, and sound effects were masterfully
provided by Ed Blainey of Fat Man and Hop Harrigan fame, who
toeday does, among many other projects; the sound effects for
the afternocon soap All My Children, alsgo of ABC New York. Rosa
Ric, one of radio's busiest organists, accompanied on piano
duriqg both performances. With talent like this=, how can you
posslibly lose? Answer, you can't.

People came from as far away as Florida and the Chicage
area, and I am sure that they did not feel as though they had
wasted preclous time or sven more precious money in making the
trip: Many who attended went home with rare finds, both on tape
and in the flesh because conventions such as this one give
gollectors of wvaried interests and backgrounds the opportunity
to get together with each cther &nd with some of the performers
wheose talents prompted them to become collectors in the first
Place.



Perhapa the most moving performance of the day was
rendered by Raymond, our host, who did a zolo reading of
"The Monkey's Paw," a short story written by W. W. Jacobe.

And of course, performers and collectors alike were

moved by the awards ceremony which followed the script
readings.

. Fred Foy, amnnocuncer for the Lone Ranger for many years
saild, "This is a real thrill and I thank all of you very
much. In fact, I should say, & masked man thanks you, an
Indian thanks wyou, and I thank you," Following the
acceptance of his trophy: Foy was good enough to deo an
ciutstanding rendition of the opening of the Lone Ranger
pProgram.

Mandel Kramer, star of Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar,
remarked, "Those of us who were fortunate enough to be part
of the Golden Age of Radio drama really thank all of you
people anormously because you are the people that have really
kept it alive over the years.”

Court Benson, narrator of Tennessee Jed and star of many
goap operas commented, "I am very deeply grateful. I think
it's the first award I've ever recelived in my profession.
I'll cherish it."

And perhaps Warren Somerville summed it up best when he
gaid, "Thiz is like getting an award for eating ice cgream and
candy all the time, Wworking with these wonderful actors for
a wonderful audience 1ike you."

The committee members who organized this convention
certainly deserve much praisze for thelr efforts: Jay
Hickerson, committee chairman, Bob and Carol Witte, Larry and
Julie De Salvatore, Stuart Welss and Joe Webb. Flans are
already in the making for making next year's convention
bigger and better, so be sure to be there! We'll be looking
for you!

Anne T. Nikl

*%f, taped copy of the convention's events 1s avallable from
Joe Webk, 5 Valley View Driwve, Yonkers, NY 10710. 3Jend two
1200" reels, Joe will keep one in compensation for time and
poatage. The events taped are: Ray Johnson's reading, the
radio quiz, the panel discuseion, and the evening's events.
A taped copy of the 1976 conventicon iz also avallabla for
the zame terms. PBoth make a worthwhile addition to your
collecting history library.

Kenn Piletic iz acting as a clearinghouse for any interviews
done by collectors at the convention., If any of the attendees
did any private interviews, get in touch with Ken at

705 5. Ottendorf Road, Streamwood, IL 60103

A Man and His Mixer: sound effects artist Ed Blainey

Anne Nikl and Joe Webb




Organist Rosa Rio,

OUR GAL SUNDAY (1, to r.): James Monks, Orace Matthews, A radic family: Court Benson and Grace Matthews,
Fred Foy and Yicki ¥ola,



Ed Blainey sets up for the evening's events.

Ray Johnson reads "The Monkey's Faw."

Bob Witte, MC for the evening, thanks the actora, director, and organia
for a marvelous performance. That's Warren Somerville next to Rosa Rie



NEAS

. A new BBC eight part PAUL TEMPIE mystery, “The Gllbert Case,"
is about to be girculated. ILike most British produetions,
the emphesis is on drama rather than on action, but still can
be entertaining if you're in the mood for 1t.

Epipodes of the serial, "Myrt and Marge,” will be making

| the rounds -- it should be about five reels worth. Very few

episodes of this series have been circulating. Speaking of

| goap operas, & small handful of GOLDEERGS will be getting
around.

MRE. MOTD, radio series about the famous oriental detect-
| ive (though Mr. C. C. may dispute that) now has three new

programs Jjoining the present show eireulating ("A Foree Called
¥-07"). James Monks is the star of the series which had a one
| season run in 1951.

For those of you shopping around for eguipment, the dealer
cost prices of the TEAC AZ23003X reel-to-reel and the FIONEER
SG-9500 equalizer are $370 and $180, respectively. Lock for
your best price! The A2300SX is an update of the A23005, the
gmallest of the TEAC reel-to-reels. Improvements include fape-
gource switch for each channel instead of one for both, and a
" lever which pulle back the tape lifters so you can listen for the
gaps in between programs on your reels, and also it hag larger
YU meters. Some A23005 units are still available on closeout
terms from the manufacturer, with $299 being the usual retail
price for it where available.

The dealer cost of the Sony TC3I77 reel-to-reel is $267.50.
This machine was rated highly by Stereo Review, but under
prolonged OTR use, it does not seem to last,

Some collectors who have ordered DAK Standard Output reels
in white boxes have found splices in supposedly unspliced tape.
Caveat ;EEE'-‘*N DAK, of course, has an unconditional money-back
guarantes; their toll-free number is 800-L23-2636.

Az a result of rebroadeasting, many episodes of NIGHTEEAT,
an excellent series starring Frank Love joy, MAN CALLED X, and
the ALDRIDGE FAMILY are coming into cireulation. Any information
on station broadeasting would be helpful, and the information will
be listed here.

National Public Radio has discontinued broadeasting the
GOON SHOW, with no replacement show in sight.
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