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EFT IN CHARGE OF TEN a
PUREBRED QUARTER- HORSE
MARES AND SEVERAL COLTS,
CHAMPION KEEPS WATCHFUL
GUARD OVER HIGH VALLEY==~—
HIS WILD,SUMMER RANGE ...

O oo #he YOUNG RUSTLERS

ALERT TO SPOT THE SLIGHTESY
MOVEMENT, THE GREAT STALLION'S
GAZE SINGLES OUYT — =

GOPHEK. . .

~== A COYOTE FAMILY,
STALKING AN UNWARY

~«= AN QLD GRIZZLY BEAKR, DIGGING ON THE FAR
HILLSIDE FOR MARMOYTS. . NO DANGER TO THE
LITTLE COLTS AT THIS SEASON® -

BuT a sHIFT iN THE
MORNING BREEZE
BRINGS CHAMPION
- _ | ANOTHER SCENT———
A "o A HATED ENEMY'S ! Ciampion®is-555

DELL COMICS ARE GOOD COMICS



FOR JUST AMOMENT,SUNLIGHT GLINTS WARMLY ON
THE BIG CAT'S COAT ——~ SO NEAR IN COLOR TO THE
REDOISH ROCKS ACROSS THE VALLEY

~-=BUT FOR CHAMP
ITIS ENOUGH! WITH
A SQUEAL OF ANGER,
HE MAKES FOR THE

BROKEN CLIFFS..

- == WHICH RISE ABOVE
A BROAD,GREEN BELY OF
ASPEN TREES. ..

o v {#;!"f ~:, “)N

- stono THE TREES, THE SCENT HAS
VANISHED -=~BUT TS WARNING IS
STAMPED DEEP IN CHAMPION'S
MEMORY - —~~0OF A DEAD COLT AND A
SNARLING KILLER! 7447 COUGAR
PAID WITH HIS LIFE. . .

MEANTIME, IN CHAMPION'S Aascuce —_—

A PUREBRED BUNCH!
WORTH MONEY,
BAT/

YEAH! WE COULD
SELL SOME OF THAT
HERD FORA 600D~
SIZED GRUBSTAKE!

4



Sesags VHERE-V

WE'LL GO AFTER THE COLTS!
EASY TO TAKE---EASY TO HIDE--- | WE COULD
HARD TO IDENTIFY! THEY'RE KEEP 'EM
NOT BRANDED? AND WE PASSED | TILL WE'VE

A PLACE ON THE OTHER SIDE MADE A
OF THE RIDGE. .. CONTACT!

PLENTY OF TIME’ WE'LL MAKE THE CONTACTS FIRST!
] KNOW A GENT WHO'LL BUY'EM.. . WE'LL

COME BACK HERE IN A WEEK...
o

SUITS ME,
BAT!

ANOTHER MORNING,ONE WEEK LATER—— —
RICKY WEST APPROACHES — == =

e
THE RIDGE TRAIL---UP HERE,REBEL!
IT LEADS DOWN INTO HIGH VALLEY,)
BUT YOU SEE THE
WHOLE VALLEY
FIRST!

D

_THERE'S CHAMPION'S BUNCH’ THEY'LL BE GLAD
OF THE SALT I BROUGHT===54Y7 WHO ARE
THOSE TWO RIDERS EDGING UP ON THEM-~-?

.....
P )

Iy
““““

.- .’2.".)-.?‘" Lo

THEY'RE RUSTLERS === AND
CHAMPION KNOWS [T7 600D.

BOY,CHAMP! DON'T LET 'EM
CATCH THOSE COLTS! ,
N '

"GENSING DANGER TOHIS LITTLE HERD, CHAMPION J
A RUN,WITH SQUEALS AND NIPS —— — BEFORE THE SWINGING

LOOPS CAN FALL. . .




THE
SPEED OF GROWN HORSES' CHAMPION'S LITTLE
BUNCH IS QUTFLANKED

R, RIS A L'
= IS
¥ 3 :

._ e =5 = o % -'— A / NS
= = =—AND HAZED INTO A LITTLE, ROCK~ .
WALLED, BLIND CANYON. ..

LOOK AT THAT STALLION, BAT! HE KNOWS
HE'S TRAPPED ——~AND HE'S FIGHTING
MAD! BETTER SHOOT HiMm’

NO SHOOTING?
ROFE HIM--- NOW/

[ NOW WHAT WILL WE DO
WITH HIM, BAT? HE'S A
FIGHTING WHIRLWIND?




R

HELP ME WORK HIM OVER INTO THE TREES ==~
QUT OF SIGHT! NO TELLING WHEN SOME COW-POKE
MIGHT TURN UP AND SEE HIM IN THE OPEN,AND

INVESTIGATE. ..

IF HE FIGHTS
THOSE ROPES
NOW,HE'LL CHOKE

. AND GET OUT OF HERE

IT'S BETTER THAN RISKING A

SHOT THAT SOMEBODY MIGHT HEAR!

SUITS
WE'LL PICK UP THOSE COLTS NOW,

ME,BAT!

Veeeees-

WE'VE GOT TO GET DOWN
THERE ,REBEL——~THE
QUICKEST WAY! THE WAY
THEY'VE ROPED CHAMPION,
HE MAY BE CHOKING
L% T0 DEATH!

IT'S TOUGH RIGHT NERE,REBEL'
I'LL GET DOWN THERE AND

AWHKH Y
: CATCH YOU WHEN YOU JUMP -~




WhHininGg ANXIOUSLY, REBEL PEERS

DOWN OVER THE DROP TO THE NARROW
NICHE WHERE RICKY LIES...

STILL WHINING, HE

FINDS ANOTHER

Ricky LIES UNCONSCIOUS, NEAR WHERE THE
SHELF PINOHES OUT-—~— HIS FACE BRUISED

AND SCRATGHED. REBEL'S ANXIOUS WHINING
BECOMES

WAY DOWN. ..

... AN AGONIZED
BARKING...

2L

~== WHICH BRINGS AN UNEXPECTED REPLY!

#%.  AND DOWN THE RESTOF

{ '\ THE CLIFF IN BREAKNECK
. BOUNDS. . .

INSTANTLY REBEL IS OFF,
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SENSING SOMETHING WRONG THE INSTANT HE SEES

CHAMP'S LOW- HUNG HEAD, REBEL VOICES AN ANXIOUS
QUERY.
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HE SCENT ON THE
ROPES TELLS REBEL ALL HE NEEDS TO KNOW!
WITH HIS TEETH HE TACKLES THE STRANDS.

W\ - Irrases rweaur
| \  THE ROPE FINALLY
PARTS. . .

| | WiTH PLENTY OF SLACK NOW, THE SECOND ROPE OPENS
e UP.
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QuuiTE CLEARLY, REBEL HAS MADE
CHAMPION UNDERSTAND - —— THAT RICKY
NEEDS HIM,BADLY *

Bur #ow saDLY, EVEN REBEL HAS NO IDEA— ——
AS YET! FOR THE SCENT OF BLOOD FROM RICKY'S
SCRATCHES HAS REACHED THE TAWNY HUNTER
OF THE CLIFFS?




e . e
DRAWN BY HUNGER AND
CURIOSITY, THE BI6 AT
OVERCOMES HIS NATURAL
FEAR.OF THE NUMAN SMELL
..AND RICKY LIES UNMOVING,
STUNNED BY HIS FALL..

YIP-FARK?!
CLICK~0L agps

KA N~
RRRRRH?

BuT REBEL'S SHARP BARK AND THE CLATTER
OF CHAMPION'S STEEL SHOES ON THE LOWER
CLIFF BRING A WARNING THAT CANNOT 8E

| IGNORED ...

ONLY A CAT OR A GOAT COULD TURN.ON THAT To THE COUGAR'S SURPRISE,HIS ONLY WAY OFF THE
NARROW SHELF—==BUT THE OLD LION HAS NO SHELF IS SUDDENLY gLocggo-.:‘bﬁo BY TWO

INTENTION OF BEING TRAPPED WITH NO PLACE | | GREATURES WHO OUGHT TO BE FLEEING, INSTEAD OF
10 €07 DEFYING HIM/ '

THE HORSE'S NEXT MOVE STARTLES THE COUGAR
STILL MORE! CROWDING PAST REBEL, CHAMPION
MOVES TO ATTACK




GENTLY, INGH BY INGH, LEST THE BOY'S UNGON-
S610US WEIGHT SLIDE OFF THE LEDGE,GHAMPION
DRAGS HIS YOUNG FRIEND TO A WIDER PLAGE, ..

REB-REBEL!-~~
AND CHAMP 1
WHUH ===WHAT

HAPPENED?

Y ome st

AFTER LONG MINUTES, RICKY GOMES TO. ..

T P ——

CHAMP! IT WAS YOU=~=Y0OU WHO KNOGKED THAT
COUGAR OFF THE LEDGE,BEFORE HE GOULD
HURT MET AND IT MUST HAVE BEEN REBEL
WHO CUT YOU LOOSE!

SA-AY! THAT'S A COUBAR -~=LYING
DEAD AMONG THOSE ROGKS BELOW!
HOW IN THE WORLD ===9

S

, 4 Vv?ﬁ.‘#'. ARG I
BUT~-~=THOSE RUSTLERS’ 1'D FORGOTTEN

 THEM,CHAMP ! BAGK UP TO WHERE IT'S SAFE

T0 TURN AROUND, AND WE'LLFIND OUT... /|




WHERE---2 ON! THERE THEY ARE, CHAMP!
THEY'VE ROUNDED UP ALLTHE LITTLE
COLTSE =~ ——AND THEY'RE DRIVING THEM

WE'VE GOT TO FOLLOW THEM,CHAMP =~ ~
EVEN THOUGH 1 HAVEN'T A GUN,OR ANYTHING !
AND 1 WON'T HAVE TIME TO GO BACK FOR MY
SADDLE HORSE ON THE RIDGE ABOVE

THE CLIFFS. ..

' Y/
’ -

THINKING FAST, RICK
FROM THE SMOOTH TRUNK OF A YOUNG ASPEN.. .

= w===BUT I'LL WRITE A NOTE TO UNCLE

SMOKY...TELL HIM WHERE THE RUSTLERS
ARE HEADED— —— AND THAT CHAMP AND
1 WILL BE ON THEIR TRAIL =— =—— —

TAKE IT #OME, REBEL!
HOME,T0 UNCLE SMHOKY?
HURRY?
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YOU'LL CARRY THE NOTE~-~TIED

TO YOUR COLLAR —— —REBEL!
TAKE IT TO UNCLE

N SMHOKYT7 YOU HEAR®?

o THOSE RAIDERS ARE OUT
OF SIGHT,CHAMP! OVER
THE RIDGE! LET'S 60!

-

.
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THERE'S A SORT OF A TRAIL
HERE---MADE BY DEER,I
GUESS' BUT UP ABOVE WE
MAY HAVE SOME TOWSH

N TRACKING T0 DO*
: b : e T _..' :

ATOP JUST AS 1 THOUGHT, CHAMP! IT'S
THE YOU WHO WILL HAVE TO TAKE THE
RIDGE. .. LEAD NOW~~~0ON THE COLTS'

SCENT TRAIL! THIS ROCKY
GROUND DOESN'T SHOW TRAC

f'/

TAKE IT EASY, CHAMP! WE
DON'T WANT TO CATCH

UP WITH THOSE RUSTLERS,

Down THE oTHER
SIDE, CHAMP SETS A
PAGE THAT HAS RICKY
WORRIED... FOR THREE
MILES THERE IS NO SIGHT 2
OF THE HORSE THIEVES. . .

_§

1 KNOW ABOUT THAT PLACE=——
FROM UNCLE SMOKY ? SOMEONE

TRIED TO HOMESTEAD THE BEAVER
MEADOW,YEARS AGO-~- AND FAILED
...THERE'S AN OLD TRAIL DOWN
TO THE HIGHWAY. ..

( OHM, B0Y 7 YOU'VE SPOTTED THEM, 1
CHAMP~~«DOWN BY THAT OLD ROOF-

LESS CABIN IN THE BEAVER MEADOW?
THEY'VE PUT THE COLTS INSIDE THE
: CABIN,BUT WE CAN LOOK DOWN ON

THEM FROM HERE' /F

HUKFE? e,

OU'fSIDE THE RUINED CABIN, THE RUSTLERS
COOK AND EAT A MEAL~-~~UNAWARE THAT
HUMAN EYES HAVE OBSERVED THEM...




‘.\

i MEIR MEAL FINISHED, THE TWO YOUTHS PIGK THE SUNNY
S|DE OF THE CABIN FOR A NAP, ., '

MAYBE I'LL BE TAKING A
FOOL RISK! I RECKON
UNGLE SMOKY WOULD
TAN ME FOR EVEN
THINKING OF IT,
CHAMP .

CHAMP, 1I'M GOING

TO TRY SOMETHING!
YOU WAIT HERE TILL
I CALL YOU ——~—
SAVVY?

-—=BUT THOSE
RUSTLERS GOING TO
SLEEP GIVES ME A GOOD
GCHANGE TO RESCUE THE
COLTS... IF NOTHING
GOES WRONG!

SA-AY! THERE'S A BETTER ROPE THAN 1'VE 60T ..
AND A WINCHESTER IN THE SADDLE-BOOT' [ GAN
REACH 'EM WITHOUT BEING SEEN. ..




AT THE SIGHT OF A STRANGER -——- AND A YOUNGSTER--~
THE RAIDER'S HORSE MOVES NERVOUSLY...

PSST! EASY,FELLAY I'M - \

NOT TAKING YOU ANYWHERE...

s e e JNTIL RICKY REMEMBERS
SOMETHING'

il

LOOK! HERE'S A LUMP OF BROWN
SUGAR 1 WAS KEEPING FOR CHAMP

B ..SUGAR,PONY’

GOOD PONY...
I'VE GOT IT!

— — — AND THE ROPE,
TOO! NO MORE SUGAR,
PONY!

1 DON'T KNOW IF THIS GUN

IS LOADED'! IF 1 OPENITTO

SEE, THEY MIGHT HEAR
THE CLICK...

ALL RIGHT,

YOU HOMBRES -~~~
REACH !




I'SAID REACH ==~
SO YOU'VE GOT ONLY
YOURSELF TO BLAME!

LR,

... CHAMPION PLUNGES THROUGHM s
SOUND OF HIS YOUNG FRIEND'S VOICE...

' ~~-TURN AROUND YOU'LL BE SORRY,
GOOD BOY,CHAMP! I'M \ )
GOING TO NEED YOU ?--- --=HANDS AGAINST KID! WE'VE GOT
QUICK~---0R YOU'LL :
BE SORRY!

LOWER YOUR HANDS,MISTER —~ ~
CAREFULLY~=~BEHIND YOU!

YOU WATCH THAT ONE,CHAMP, WHILE 7 THERE! [ RECKON YOU WON'T
. 1 TIE UP THIS HAIRPIN! — = =— = o SLIP THAT KNOT... ‘

w

‘WitH A'STEALTHY MOVEMENT, THE 0
_RUSTLER REACHES HIS KNIFE...




-

r—— = ONLY TO HAVE HIS WRIST CLAMPED IN
JAWS OF STEEL...

HELP! HE'LL
K-KILL ME~~="*

- -
L
»
.

NOW,CHAMP —--WE'VE GOT THEM BOTH ON ICE’
AND I'VE GOT ANOTHER JOB FOR YOU' YES
——=YOU GUESSED IT, BOY !

HA .

NOT IF YOU DON'T TRYANY

MORE TRICKS LIKE THAT,

HOMBRE! LET HIM 60,
CHAMPION! .

—
-

r"r L

\

COME 0UT,
LITTLE FELLOWS!

/" TAKE 'EM HOME,
CHAMP! HOME,TO
HIGH VALLEY'

GO ON,CHAMP! .
I'LL BE ALL RISHT!
60T TO BRING THESE

OWLHOOTS -~~~




ONE RIDER! NE'S CAUGHT
BAT AND PETE--=RBUTT'LL
FIX THAT 7

r -
o
—
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PuLcing ur BESIDE mzod
GABIN, THE RIDERS BRING
A NEW DANGER TO RIGKY !

MucH HIGHER UP THE -
MOUNTAINSIDE, CHAMPION
HEARS THE SOUND OF HOOFS -~

AND TRUMPETS A WARNING TO RIGKY.

THAT GUNNIE HAS MY RANGE.| | ouick, BAT --- 0oN'T worry!| | YIPPEEE -EEEE!
THE OWLMOOTS S4/0 THEY| | GET WHERE THAT | GILLAN'S KEEPING GATHER 'EM IN, BOYS®

HAD FRIENDS COMING -=- KID GAN'T LINE H/M BUSY-=~AND RICKY HAS HELD'EM
HI15 SIGHTS MY HORSE GUIDES |. FOR US*

ON UST! BY MY KNEES

A
—_ X
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3 For & momENT, GHAMPION
B e, MESITATES.READY TO

A >— RETURN! THEN, AT THE

. . = : —~ SOUND OF GUNFIRE, RISES
HasTiLy ricKY HUNTS 7? —-= AND THE TWO RUSTLERS TAKE SMOKY'S FAMILIAR SHOUT!
COVER,IN THE BRUSHM. .. PROMPT ADVANTAGE OF THE BREAX !

;*
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URNING TO HIS INFANT CHARGES,CHAMP
HEADS THEM ONCE MORE FOR HOME. ..
ENOUGH FOR HIM TO KNOW THAT UNGLE
SMOKY IS ON THE JOB DOWN BELOW!

TR L Al
TR _

JuaT AT sUNDOWN THEY REACH THE DEEP GREEN GRASS
"OF HNIGH VALLEY ~««~THE HUNGRY COLTS WHISTLING FOR
THEIR MOTHERS . ..

iy

"
g o i e - SR O e A N

St ey e =t T 3 4 ‘N
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AND THEN,SUDDENLY, GHAMPION IS THERE, NIS
MIGHTY KIGKS OPEN A PASSAGE FOR THE MARES,

NEXT MORNING . . .

LOOK,UNGLE SMOKY !
A THEY'RE ALL HERE!

)

UNCLE SMOKY GOT MY MESSAGE,
ALL RIGHT,CHAMP---BUT IT WAS
YOl WHO SAVED ME -~ —~AND
THE COLTG' YOU BET!




In ONE OF THE BOX CARS,

IN A SPECIALLY PADDED STALL,
CHANP/ON DROWSES ~— —— —

A SEASONED TRAVELER— —~—

RAISING CAMPAIGN FOR VICTIMS

OF THE CHILDREN'S ENEMY,
*POLIO”

IN THE CABOOSE, CHAMPION'S GLOSE FRIENDS SLEEP
THROUGH THE SWAYING, CLACKING, ROARING HOURS, UNTIL....

===STARTS A SLIDE OF TSME
-5 ROCK AND mm..mm
A CLOUDBURST OVER THE DOWN A SLOPE TOTHE  .a
DESERT HILLS AND CANYONS === nll.nono TRACK!




HE HEADLIGHT OF THE FREIGNT PICKS OUT THE == ==w= AND INSTANTLY THE “HOGGER"
RST OF THE BOUNDING ROCKS... APPLIES HIS AIR BRAKES— = —

~==BUT MOMENTUM CARRIES THE LEADING A WRENCHING SHOCK HURLS THE OCCUPANTS OF
CARS ON INTO THE PATH OF THE SLIDE... THE CABOOSE TO THE FLOOR. ..

THEN COMES A TERRIBLE SILENGE — = —
BROKEN SUDDENLY.BY A HORSE'S LOUD NEIGN !




m :" AT A :
FROM THE BROKEN DOOR OF HIS UPSIDE

UNMURT.

CAR,CHAMPION FORCES HIS WAY — ~— —

-

| FOR A LONG MOMENT HE PAUSES IN THE DARKNESS,
LISTENING FOR AN ANSWER TO HIS GALL ~~~ AN
ANSWER TMAT DOES NOT COME *

~DOWN

GRIPPED BY A NAMELESS HORROR, HE
PLUNGES AWAY DOWN THE SLOPE — ~ —

A SHRIEK OF STEAM ESCAPING FROM THE
WRECKED ENGINE SPURS NIM ON. .,

AND, INSIDE THE
CABOOSE...

RICKY!
ARE YOU
HURT ?

[--= 1 RECKON
NOT=~=MUCH ==~
UNCLE SMOKY!
JUST A BIG EGG -~~~
ON MY HEAD!

-

BUT --=SAY'

WHAT'S WRONG
WITH YOUR LEG, )
UNCLE SMOKY? /3

—

=/ TWISTED MY KNEEZIT N
. WON'T HOLD WEIGHT~~~
A\ BUT NO MATTER IF

IT SOUNDED LIKE A LANDSLIDE
HIT THE TRAIN? AND 1 THOUGHT
| HEARD CHAMPION'S GALL A MINUTE

OR TWO AGO' BETTER GO AND

YOU'RE OKAY,RICKY !
: [LOOK, RICKY. ..

s

g
>4
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60OD GRIEF!

| SURE HOPE « = —
I'LL GO AND LOOK
NOW,UNGCLE SMOKY *

I'M COMING TOO,SON -~~~ IF MY LEGS
WILL HOLD ME?’ | GOT A GRACK ON
THE HEAD, LIKE YOU!

e ———— —— — . ——

HMMM ' ONE OF
THOSE UPSIDE-DOWN
ONES, 1 GUESS!

WHICH GAR
WOULD CHAMFION
BE IN,HARRY ? .

IT'S THE ONE, - Y
HARRY! I--- [ HATE }
TOLoOK £

IT'S EMPTY’
GHAMP'S HALTER
IS BROKEN — — —
AND ME'S GONE 7

GONE ~~~2
Y/IPPEEE T THEN
HE'S NOT HURT!

- —

HERE ARE HIS TRACKS!
1'VE GOT TO FIND HIM,
QUIGK~-~-~ AND BRING
HIM BACK. . .




AFRAID THEY'RE BADLY HURT—--0R DEAD...
YOU'D BETTER NOT COME,SON!

I CAN FOLLOW CHAMPION'S

TRACKS, AND CATCH HIM BEFORE

HE'S GONE FAR' THEN I CAN
RIDE FOR HELP'

WELL~~~I'VE GOT TO LOOK FOR THE REST OF THE CREW'

B,

SAY! IF HARRY DOESN'T WANT ME WITH
HIM RIGHT NOW, THERE'S ONE THING
T CAN DO! IT'S GETTING DAYLIGHT-~~

CHAMP'S TRAIL HAS FADED OUT,HERE...
BUT YOU CAN FOLLOW HIS SCENT,REBEL!
GO ON ———F/ND CHAMP'

BUT, AN HOUR AFTER SUNUP — — —

WHEEW! CHAMP MUST REALLY
HAVE BEEN TRAVELING'

OF COURSE,CHAMP HAD NO WAY OF |
KNOW/NG THAT WE WERE IN THE
CABOOSE ... SO HE PROBABLY HEADED
IN A BEELINE FOR HOME — — —BY
INSTINGT! HORSES GAN DO THAT...




- ==BUT HE'S 60T TO STOP
SOMETIME,TO EAT OR DRINK?!
MAN! I SURE HOPE MIS TRAIL
LEADS US TO WATER SOON!

[ AT LAST, TOWARD NOON — — —

------

AS THE SUN SWINGS HIGH,
THIRST SLOWS RICKY'S PACE. ..

OH,CHAMP! 1 RECKONED 1'D NEVER FIND
YOU~~-—~— OR EVEN GET BACK TO
L UNCLE SMOKY — =1 "

I'LL REST HERE (GULPY) e et e/ 1A COUPLE OF HOURS
(GULP!) ==~ AND THEN WE'LL S Yo n P\ THE WRECK...-




\

UT, TWO

OURS LATER ...

/

GHAMP, [--~1 RECKON WE'RE
LOST’ THE RAIN MAS WIPED
OUT YOUR BACK TRAIL == =~
EVEN FOR REBEL'!

3

i,
4,
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e = AND WITHOUT THE SUN_ 1 GAN'T TELL
NORTH FROM SOUTH' WE'RE SOMEWMERE IN THE

ESCALANTE DESERT-—~—— AND THE ONLY 800D
PART OF IT IS THAT WE'RE NOT DYING FOR A
e s “ DRINK?

I RECKON THIS 1S AS GOOD A PLACE TO
SPEND THE NIGHT AS WE'LL FIND,CHAMP
THERE'S GRASS FOR YOU TO EAT. ..

e s s

-~ — — BUT REBEL AND I
WILL HAVE TO FORGET
ABOUT SUPPER~-~~IF WE CAN!

[ARKNESS AND EXHAUSTION MAKE SLEEP COME
QUICKLY FOR THE BOY AND DOG. .. AND WITH
CHAMPION ON GUARD — — —

- = =EVEN THE HOWL OF A HUNGRY LOBO FAILS TO
DISTURB THEIR REST...




(NEXT MORNING

L

J IF WE KEEP HEADING EAST, WE

ARE BOUND TO STRIKE THE RAIL-
ROAD SOMEWHERE~—~ AND THEN
OUR TROUBLES WILL BE OVER?

—

BUT EASTWARD A MOUNTAIN RIDGE BARS THE

600D EGRIEF!

===AND FROM THE RIDGE TOP A TORTURED, BROKEN,
WATERLESS COUNTRY STRETCHES ON AND ON?

WAY, SLOWING PROGRESS TO ACRAWL... - |
ey

CHAMP,WE'VE 60T TO FIND
WATER,OR WE'LL NEVER
MAKE |T=== ANYWHERE?
1'M STUMPED ~==50 I'M
GOING TO LET YOU PICK

uun WAY ¥ /\S

NOW, YOU ACT LIKE YOU
KNOW WHERE YOU'RE
HEADED, CHAMP!

( . NO WATER ~--HERE - =~ CHAMR! ) *

WHUYF
WHIFF”

~

A THOUSAND FEET
~ DOWN,CHAMP HALTS AT

THE RIM OF A DEEP GORGE
-== AND FAINTLY BUT SURELY
TOHIS NOSTRILS COMES
THE SMELL OF WATER?
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SA-AY! WATCH YOUR
STEP,CHAMP! IT'S A
LONG WAY~~~TO
FALL!

RECKON 1'D BETTER KEEP MY EYES Y@
SHUT-=~ AND JUST HANG ON! ,
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Withour HESITATION, HE PICKS A PATH THAT FEY
WILD HORSES WOULD DARE...

------

BUT THE TRAIL ENDS
RIGHT HERE ! CHAMP!
HOW ARE WE GOING

WATER? CHAMP,CHAMP!
YOU'VE SAVED US ALL?

COME -~~{ COUGH )==~~
COME ON,REBEL!

£ A P
o0 ey
g \_{:{;\;&53




BOY? I WANT A DRINK,TOO!
THAT WATER FEELS 6000~~~ - ==AND COLD’

MNUMNNNNNS

I'LL BET THERE ISN'T EVEN A

NOW, REBEL, IF ONLY WE
JACK RABBIT DOWN HERE!

HAD SOMETHING TO EAT--

' ,‘ P A \\ %\\\\\
Py }x}\\}“\&w\\\\\

SAY? THERE'S A FISH! W7~ i WE WON'T GO HUNGRY NOW, REBEL?

1'LL UNRAVEL MY SOCK FOR A FISH
LINE-~~AND I'VE GOTA PIN I CAN
MAKE INTO A HOOK! =

HAH-HAH-
HAH-HAH ?




NO" ﬁEBEL- - '

yirps

MAKE 600D TROUT BAITY WAT

[ —
THIS CRICGKET 1 CAUGHT uuunTD. |
CH, \
N

ISHING,, SO IMPORTANT TO RICK
| INTEREST FOR CHAMP. .

Y,HOLDS NO

-~ == BUT THE POSSIBILITY OF GREENER GRASS
AROUND THE BEND DOES'

THE GRASS IS GREENER~~~BUT FROM THE NARROWS DOWN- -
STREAM COMES A RICH COLLECTION OF WIND- BORNE ODORS

HORSES! AND WOODSMOKE~—~ AND MEN*
b o

-

5

.. 1 \ .
— B T S ome “h

CURIOSITY LEI_[Dj CHAMPION ON ==~

HEY' WHERE DID THAT \.
HORSE COME FROM?




BE VERY FAR OFF... g COME TO LOST CANYON? <

HE'S NOT WILD--~ | ~==|N THIS CANYON' BUT WHO I AIM TO MAVE A CLOSE LOOK AT
S0 HIS RIDERCAN'T | BESIDES A POSSEMAN WOULD HIMY MIGHTY HANDSOME HORSE,
BUT | CANT SEE ANY BRAND...

THINKING THE STRANGER MEANS TO ROPE
ONE OF THE OTHER HORSES , CHAMP DOES
NOT MOVE sty s 4 111

b, "\ W
!s‘ P \S

— == UNTIL THE LOOP FALLS OVER HIS HEAD! THEN,IN
SUDDEN ANGER AT THE STRANGER'S ACY. ..

EEEEE- HEY ==~

OUG6H? YOU
ORNERY

CAYUSE---7

THERE GOES
YOUR CATCH
ROPE,BADGER'

—==HE MAKES A REAL "BOOGER PLAY"?

— e —  AND WHIRLS ABOUT *




NO YOU WON'T! IF THERE
/8 A POSSE AROUND THE
CORNER, A SHOT WOULD
BRING 'EM ON THE JUMP?

I RECKON THE R#OPE THAT HORSE IS TRAILING
WILL BRING "EM, ANYHOW' EITHER WE FOLLOW
HIM AND SURPR/SE THE"JOHN LAWS™~~0R
WE SHOOT IT OUT HERE!

I---YOU'RE RIGHT,
CURLY! LET'S 60’

........

CHAMP!
WHAT---9

AT T P MBS
M) Lol e S SRS L | Lo e

.. o 5

re-

~ ==MHE TAKES IT TO RICKY===0ON THE RU

YOW” WE CAUGHT
A F/SH, REBEL'
A WHOPPER?

WOW---WHAT A BEAUT'
EVEN IF ] HAVE TO
EAT IT RAW=~~

i : :
~OR R iRt




P AROPE’ AND WHO---2
ONLY A HORSE THIEF
WOULD HAVE DROPPED
THIS LOOP OVER YOUR

HEAD, CHAMP! Ly

IT DOESN'T TAKE MUCH FIGURING TO SEE
THAT NE'LL BE COM/NG AFTER /7, TOO!
AND I HAVEN'T EVEN A CAP GUN...

ONLY ONE THING WE CAN DO,
REBEL— -~ HIDE AND BLUFF
IT OUT!

THEY'RE COMING,REBEL —~~THREE
OF THEM ! AND LOOKING FOR TROUBLE'

TWO-LEGGED LOBOS = =~ |F
I EVER SAW ANY! —

THERE'S THE HORSE ===
BUT HE'S SHED YOUR ROPE,
BADGER! |




REACH HIGH, YoU
HORSE THIEVES Y

YOU'RE COVERED -~~~ CLOSE RANGE*
UNBUCKLE YOUR HARDWARE — —~

CAREFULLY =~~~ AND BACK UP?
——— & UH--=1 KNEW IT?

e c— — . -

AS RICKY AND REBEL MAKE A DASH FOR THE WEAPONS..

WiTH NO GUN? connill )

NO,YOU DON'T,
K-

DELL COMICS ARE GOOD COMICS



HAZE'EM, CHAMP!
INTO THE DRINK--!

/" SWELL,CHAMP! THEY CAN
ALL SWIM! BUT WE'VE 6OT TO
FOLLOW THEM. . .

...KEEP THEM FROM REACHING
[\ THEIR HORSES AND GEAR?

YOU THREE WANT 70
COME OUT AND GET TIED
UP NOW?
e S <
—

THERE ITIS!
THEIR CAMP!

SA-AY,CHAMP! THE
RIVER'S TAKING THEM
---RIGHT UNDER THE




| S Y MI, SHERIFF? LOOK 3 N IT'S CURLY FO66
_ AND,BEYOND THE  \ WHAT'S DRIFTING OUT P AND HIS GANG'
' BRIDGING WALL-- \ OF THAT HOLE IN -\ =t

THE ROCK---‘!J-ES -
3 A7 0%

T WAS CHAMP/ON WHO |
FOUND THOSE LOBOS,
SHERIFF --- AND CHASED 'EM
OUT TO YOU! THEIR CAMP IS JUST
THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL,

AND — — — —

THEIR
CAMF ?

B 1|7 THAT'S A s
- LAW BADGE.
CHAMP ~-- !

r OROIR IO DR DO DO BRSO DO R RO R DO
HOLD 'EM HERE,BOYS--- AND WE'RE GOING,TOO | M e oSy uSu o u  FnSy S RSy S s
I'M GOING BACK INSIDE! ---REBEL AND [ ——~— L% -
FOR THE BANK MONEY--- | FOR THAT FISH 1 CAUGHT!| b Al

d WE'RE STARVED! T . Q1S3
. S0l COMEON,CHAMP---r | :: A PLEDGE TO PARENTS %
D athe 3
35 The Dell Trademark is, and always "

RIS has been, a positive guarantee that ."

E):Ej the comic magazine bearing ii con- KU

X1 tains only clean and wholesome ju- RIS

ST venile entertainment. The Dell code 9

EJIEI eliminates entirely, rather than regu- R

”' lates, objectionable matertal. That’s E;:

f),f, why when your child buys a Dell e

3.3 Comic you can be sure it contains e

1‘ only good fun. “DELL COMICS ARE :1-

218 GooD coMmics” is our only credo and ::‘::

s constant goal. %

Ao a s s e s s
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