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STAN LEE'S SOAPBOX
Those of you who've been with us
since the early days of Marvel have
probably lost track of how many
times l've hammered home the point
that, unfike cigarettes, our comics
are really good for you. Well, I've re-
cently received a ietter from Stephen
Nezzaro at the University of Massa-
chusetts that really lays it on the
line, so take it away, Steve ~-
Dear Stan: Here at the University of
Massachusetts, I'm co-chairperson
of the Northern Educational Service
Coordinating Committee. One year
250 we wrate to you requesting some
subscriptions to Marvel Comics for
use in ‘our tutoring program. Your
comics have overwhelm-
ing success as tutoring tools to each
of over 300 tutors here and to all
those enrolled in the program —num-
bering close to 1,000. Our tutors
unanimously reported that when
Marvel Comics were used with sub-
standard readers or those with spe:
cific reading difficuities, their ability
1o pronounce syllables and under-
stand word | meanings increased
greatly. But most jmportantly, read-
ing, your comics instilled a willing-
ness' to read in some of the more
stubborn ones that was never before
present! For many, this was the first
time in their lives that they munuy
ing. Very few
materials. in our office that et e
‘signed expressly to assist those with
reading problems were as effective
s Marvel Comics, or received such
cansistently positive endorsements.
Hopefully, publicizing: the. ways we
use Marvel Comics in our tutoring
program will expose otfiers fo their
potential value as fearning tools,

Sincerely, i

Stephen C. Nazzaro,

Co-chairgerson
©Of corse, this doesn’t mean: that
reading our munificent mags will
tum you into a geniis overnight. It
could take as fong as a week!

| Excelsion

ITEM! You know how we're always say-
ing that we like to level with you when-
ever humanly possible? And how we've
been telling you that we've been hard-
pressed to meet all our much-dreaded
deadlines since the decision was made
to add a bunch of hew titles to the mad-
cap Marvel line? Well, recently, neo-
editor ROY THOMAS decided that there
was one (and probably only one) way to
meet the problem —and that is, by doing.
at [east one extra, fill-in issue of virtu-
ally each and every one of our monthly
mags (and maybe a few of our bi-
monthiies, too, just to be on the safe
side)! Still, rather than just toss them

at you at random and let you think we're
playing musical chairs with ouc artists
simply for the heck of it, he and STAN
decided to announce the whole policy
more or less in advance. That way, you
won't be thrown for a loss when you see
a surprise guestartist penciling your
favorite strip snmehme in the next few
‘months — niow you and the
rest of Marveldom Assembled can have
@ ball trying to guess exactly who will
do the inventory story in this or that mag.

Just a hefpful hint or two: Occasion-
ally the fillin ish will be done by one
of the stellar artists of our monthiy fine-
up. More often, naturaily, it be done
by someone whose work you've glimpsed
Hither and yon but who doesn't do a

regular feature for us. (And this includes |

4 few all-time comix greats whose work
you probably haven't thrilled to in a
good long while!) Also, whenever pos:
sible, we intend to keep the same writer
and inker on that issue, so that our far-
famed Marvel continuity won't be shot
1o heck! Okay, we've had our say, be-
fiever! Now, just trust us when we swear
we're not really doing this because we
wanna send any of you frenetic ones
off the deep end! ‘Nuft said!

ATEM! Oh, and just to get things rolling:
In case you haven't aiready guessed,
that “extra’” tale or twain of everybody's
ite SPIDER-MAN is the current re-
working by Jazzy JOHNNY ROMITA and
Merry GERRY CONWAY of the epic
which originally appeared in the SPIDEY
SPECTACULAR ~ albeit in wildly differ-
ent form . .. while ROSS ANDRU has
teamed up with Rascally ROY and Joltin'
IOE SINNOTT to help Big JOHN BUS-
CEMA get ahead on the FANTASTIC
FOUR! There's another shock or o
lurking around  this month,

we'l e you seek those ut for yaursel

MARVELOUS MARVEL MINLITEMS! Hey!

Anybody out there dig the Irreverent
BILLY GRAHAM (Luke Cage's mighty

 mentor) when he M.C.'d a comedy show

recently in Greenwich Village's famous.

Village Gate night club? If not — well,

better fuck next time! » We've already.
mentioned Ross (Boss) ANDRU, but
just wait'll you di he

formia-born MIKE FRIEDRICH, at the
gala SAN DIEGO COMICS CONVEN:
TION), than Stainless STEVE ENGLE-
HART departed for that same golden
state — and we just heard a rumor that
GERRY CONWAY'S packing his bags for
LA., to boot! Sheeshl Now if somebody
ekl J14¢ Sk roiind fong enough to
write a comic.mag or twol e Here's a
final teaser: in the next month or three,
We've got two zingy new features to un.
feash upon you in already-established
titles. We don't want to over-excite any-

"body, so we'll just whisper that their

names are THONGOR OF LOST LEMURIA
and WAR OF THE WORLDS! There! Does.
Uit stsit anybocy's sdlrerain pumping
away? Yeah ... we kinda thought so.

Seeya.

i i
FANTASTIC FOUR #129: The Hum:
Torch and Quicksilver battle each other
—and a maddening new menace — in
the laid of the uncanny Inhumans! This
one's where the action is, people!
SUPERNATURAL THRILLERS #2: The
Invisible Man stalks the streets once
morel From thie spine-tngling chiler by
H. G. Weflst Don't dare mi
DOC SAVAGE. 531 Youtl never forget
Ulla — commander of the Silver Death's-
Heads! And neither will Doc Savage or
ightin’ Fivet
VAULT OF EVIL #1: You've wandered

. into the Chamber of Chills — and come

shuddering otit of the Crypt of Shadows!
Now, t's time to enter — The Vault of
Evill Some of the scariest spook-tacutars.
of al

JOURNEY INTO MYSTERY #3: “The
Shadow on the Steeple” — by master
Storyteller Robert Bloch! Plus two other
dead-of-night shackers!

SHIELD #1: The greatest Shield sagas
of alll Plus a dazzlingly dynamic cover
by Jim Steranko! Fat-out—and fabulous!
Plus this compendium of instant classics:
SPIDER-MAN #117 (The smwsnersmkus
back and how!) - AVENGERS 108 —

a8 % ruguar arter et SHANNA THE
SHE-DEVIL! » Also, we're dead certain
most of you haven't forgotten Rollin’
CHIC STONE, who inked some of
Marvel's greatest triumphs during the
sizling 60'st And now you'll be seeing
more of his awesome artistry on RED
WOLF and otfier sensational strips! Wel-
come back, Chickie:Baby! e You oughtta
see the pile of mail we get each day
congratulating us for snagging WILD.
BILL EVERETT once more to handie the
feature he created lo, these many moons
ago — none other than SUB-MARINER,
what else? Now if we can ust get him
fo make a deadline or twol « What a
month this has beenil No sooner did
Rascally ROY THOMAS stagger back from
his West.Coast vacation (during which
he was a major guest, aiong with Cali-

e
Mant) — NULK 160 — CAPTAIN AMER.
ICA & THE FALCON 158 IRON MAN
5 (The Day of the Destroyerl) —
BARESENL #96 — SUB-MARINER ::53
—Aswmsmm; TALES #!
battles — eart of 4 hostile ity
ZUERO FOR HIRE. %6 CONAN THE
BARBARIAN #23 (Even the Cimmerian
is no match for — Red Sonjal) — THE
Dsrsunzns #4 — WARLOCK 4 —°
CRAZY 1 (What's in it? You'll find outty
—SHANNA THE SHE-DEVIL #2— GUN-
HAWKS #3 — COMBAT KELLY #5 —
MARVEL SPOTLIGHT #4 (The Ghost
Rider prowls again!) ~ SGT. FURY #21
~FEAR #12 (Manhunt for a Man-Thing!)
—JUNGLE ACTION #3— plus a new, off
boat feature called CALVIN — e
this issue in LITTLE KIDS #1
else? Do yourse!f & favor — try ‘em dl"
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THE INJURED COWBOY, HIS
STARTLED EYES SAW.
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PULL THAT OFF "
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STORY EVER TOLD..
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RIP-SNORTIN'
3-WHEELED
SIZZLERS-POWERED
RACING MACHINES

called:

There’s never been anything like these babies before! Authenti-
cally styled! Fully detailed! With gleaming chromed engines. Big
fat traction-grabbin’ slicks. Power-charged
like SIZZLERS® Cars. Send 'em flying!
Around a FAT TRACK®...or across the floor.

Start your collection wi’chTM
RIP RIDER SET: (e

1 CHOPCYCLE Chopper plus 1 GOOSE PUMP™..,
the new portable power unit! From Mattel!

“CHOPCYCLES" s a U.S. rademark of Mattel, Inc. ©1972 Matel, Inc.




IT'S A GOOD THING
HE HAS ALL THOSE COMICS,
OR HE'D PROBABLY BE...




