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—..You are a genuine, devoted collect-
or of O0ld Time Radio

I suspect that you harbor a déeply
hidden interest in 0ld Radio,

I'd like to trade for your publi=-
cation

I have designs upon your literary
talents, How about an article,.a
colunmi,..even a lettern?

I'm interested in your opinion.
I'd like to interview you,
—__How about reviewing EPILOGUE?

wJdou were part of the Golden Age,

T e S ety T S e e e e T mE e m e e S R

EPILOGUE. ..issued quarterly, if plans
don't go awry...from 7605 Sandra Dr.,
Little Rock, Arkansas (72209). This

first edition is totally free of any
charge, and is intended only for the

purpoge of creating further discus-
slon and activity in the field of Rad-
io Histoery. Egoboo accepted when a=-
vailable or applicable,

PUBLISHFR: George Jennings
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§  OFF MIKE MUTTERINGS P«_{

Pirst of all, this is not necessarily a publication with any sort of mission |
in mind,...other thanm the perhaps oversimplified notlon that it might he in-
teresting (and fun) to provide another forum for the continually widening
field that radio collecting,..or "0ld Radio CollectingM..has becone,

.Gf the exdisting fanzines devoted to the hobby either in part or whole, Ilve
seen only a few (R&BID DI&L; STAND BY, ON THE J";IE'; HERO HOBBY). I also have
in my possession a few copies of Jim Harmon'!s RADIO HERO, This zinre, hope-
fully..ls patterned after none of them. E

A bit of background information for those of Fou with whom I'm not aquainted:
I've been actively collecting radio tapes since 1959...starting in criginal
cohortation with Jim Moulder...in my home town of Dallas. The original file
which we shared consisted of a great many CBS programs I recorded in the last
days of that network's creativity...plus quite a few aours that Jim had taped
from the air in the early 1350t's, The reels he possessed were a tribute to

his foresight. I had used my first machine (bought in 1953) for the inane
purpose of delaying programs till I had time to listen to them,..and then eras-
ing the episodes. : e

Our circle gradually grew.,.,.first with Ed Corcoran of Connecticut,.,then Lav-
rence Sharpe of North Carolina., Hugh Carlson of the irozen north...and Roy
Brink of Dallas were among the group by the time 1965 rolled around, O0Oddly
enough, in those first years, finding any type of programs preserved was very .
diffiecult, T say 0ddl¥....in consideration of the fantastic flood from all
directions that seems available now.

In this first year of the new decade, my greatest hope is to keep up with this °
£f100ds .. 50 that I'11 miss nothing, Admittedly, my collection is not the largest
(2000 hours at present), but it has reached the point where I find it difficult
to locate space for another tape box, Nick Carter is hal:zd up in the den, Lum
and Lbner occupy the master bedroom, and Captain liidnight is commanding the
storage room,

I'm a mystery fan,..detective fan,,.(X-1) fan,..and for the past few years,
I've been what I believe to be the primary Lum and Abner fan, That last is be-
cause. I've been lucky enough, since April of 1968, to have continuling zccess
to master tapes of the original series, And, with Chet Lauck (Lum) Living just
50 miles away in Hot Springs, I've been able to review the show with him a num-
ber of times,..and have borrowed a few of the original movies made by the duo.
But,.I won't go into the Pine Ridge pair at this time,..since there'll be a
fairly lengthy set of articles on the subject later in the fanzine.

As I mentioned, I haven't had a great deal of exposure to current day radio
fan magazines,.,.but I was once involved in publiszhing a couple of sclence-
fiction attempts..,the last of which bit the dust in 1959. This could explain
why I have in my possession a ReX-Rotary, some dated supnlies, and a rudament-
ary knowledge of how to cope with the physical problems of stenclling, stylus
use, etc, Then again, you forget a hell of a lot in ten years...so please try
to slkim over the all too present errors,



As for features projected for now and the

' future...I'11 certainly do some reprinting
S T SATION) from the old magazines,..list collectors...

) $ER M‘ put together a fairly extensive editordal col=
‘\ﬁ -GI£ umn of My oWh...and hopefully, solicit other
et MOLLY " Hguthors!" amongst us for either regular arti-
cles or columns, And then, there'll be the
letters..utilized in a discussion manner as

in the sci-fi fandom community. I have hopes
for a nice =ized one,..but time will tell.

Another point in introduction: I work in mode~.
ern day radio...and enjoy it. So..with all due
respect...and awe...you'll be finding in these
vages for the broadcast industry as it once
WaS. «s there’ll be no moaning (on my part) -

LAUGHS , , , MUSIC ., . ENTERTAINMENT about radio being "dead"..or 1t being a pale
10 ™ TUESDAYS "ghadow™ of its former self (no pun intended,..
. in fact, I don't think I even succeéded at
WCKY Covinglon, Ky. one)., Radio today is alive, healthy, and well,
JOHNSON’S Auto Wax It is not the medium it used to be...simply
and Cleaner beecause there is no room left in the current
scheme of things for what once exigted. I

Join the majority of you reading this 1n wish-
ing that there were room, .. but the truth de-
nies it.

Radio did have some very sad daysSess.in the mid and late 50's...as it searched
for a sort of identity in the wake of the television explosion. The networks
were in the process of deserting...leaving open to the affiliates more and more
time to be filled locally. As potential listeners first gradually..then quickly
sss0bened their eyes to the video tube,..most just did not return to radio, They
simply followed the American ideal of something bigger, newer, and better,...
leaving radio sitting in the wings with egg on its face, as ratings and sponsor
dollars flocked to the more complicated medium,

B504eeWhat could local station manager do? Radioc is a business,..a matter of
profits, losses, and stockholders...as well as being a public service. What
about continuing the old types of programs..produced on a local basis? Use home-
fown talent...sell the shows to local merchants? Sure...why not? It certainly
sounds like a great ideal .

It was a lougy idea, To begin with, few local stations could find the talent...
in even the largest market.,.for programs strong cnotugh to compete with televi-
sion. And even whére a minimum of talent was located, vhat about writers, sound
effects libraries, proper mixing equipment...and competent engineers to handle
these details. A thirty minute program...prepared on the local level...would still
cost much more than a sponsor would even consider.

But suppose you did get your production on the air, That magnificent thirty min-
ute program which had taken all of your abilities to put together. How are -you
going to ,stretch it to fill your entire broadcast week? The answer is an obvious
one...you aren't. You...the station manager...will merely have one small time
eguent to glory in. Of cowrsey; few will listen...because they will all be con-
cerned with their new toy...TV. But you've done your stuff, 3

There was only one possible eourse for radio...the present one. Admittedly, there
are gome crucial scars upon the surface of the industry. And, quite often it is
possible for the dollar figures to blank out the otherwise good judgement. of the



radio empire builders, But, the service concept is as valid as when it was de-
veloped from the chaos and ruin of the "good old days",

Certainly, we have the Charles lfichelsons and the Arch Oblers...who are doing
their part to preserve the memory,..but that!s really what they are doing. And
let's hope that they...and those like them...will continue to succeed for many
years to come. Reverting to a new era of original dramatic and comedic creativity
will not happen...because the motivation is not there.

This isn't to say that radio will stay precisely as it is in 1970. But what it is
now is very close to what it was in the beginming of the format concept. All that

-

has changed is the music...the addition of automation,..and a soyhisticatiﬂh of
gadgetry far beyond the dreams of those early broadeast ploneers.

There's room for discussion...and I'd hope that we have it, Without differing
viewpoints, any publication is nothing more than an exXtension of the alleged
editor's own attitudes and bias., So..let's hear from you..all of you (even those
on the brim of what must be classified as an emerging "Radio Fandom",

One other note: This first issue is, of course, & creation from thin ajr, I'm in
virgin territory...and if you see a bit more of Lum and Abner that you care for

in these pagesi..and notice a lack of something you consider of great interest..
help me correct the deficiencles. This is, after all, a bezinninsz.

Censorship and the Microphona
"i“HH perennial problem of <o
A sorship of the arts of enter
tainment has lately bDecome a
national issue, with the motion pie-
tures taking a severe besting at
the hands of pubiic opinion which
has risen up in s wrath to en-
force its demands that Hollvwood
laund: - ount the scarlet hue which
has tinged the silver screen. For
radio fans, the significance of this
foray on the censorship front lies
in this fact; No one has been able
to point an accusing finper at

radio; no single voice has been raised to threaten, “Radio, ;
vou'd better clean up; or else—!" The reason for this im-
munity is simple enough: Radio is, and always has been, ; .
one hundred per cent pure. Whether or not this is a de- -
sirable state of affairs 15 a question which arouses distinet

differences of opinion. The left-wingers assert that this
Simon-purity has been achieved at the sacrifice of vitality—
that radio gave itself up to priggishness at its birth when it
became shackled about with povernmental regulations, wave-
length franchises, and political red tape which forced it
into a dignified old age by denying it a lusty youth, On
the other hand, executives point out that radio is an inti-
mate part and parcel of the home. If radio programs have ; :
to be edited into a state of harmlessness to the immature
mind, this is simply because the receiving set is inevitably a
family affair. You can rest assured, thersfore, that there
will never be the need for a radio Will Hayvs to keep the
airwaves from bouncing bawdily off the straight and sarrow
path of their duly allotted wavelengths. ;




RADIO DRAMA IN THE ‘70’

(A D-X GUIDE!)

STATION

Station CBL (and other
Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation outlets)

Australian Overseas
- Bervice.

FPerth Regional HNet.
(Australia)

British Broadecasting
Corp. World Service

Radios RSA (Republic of
South Africa)

Voice of America
(Latin American)

FREQUENGY
Q. 740

15.320
17,850

9.610

15.425
15,425
15.425
15.425

9,610

15425
15,5425
15.425
15,425
15.425
15.425

9. 610

15,425
9. 610

64110
94580

11.865
15.140

9.705
11,875
159220

11,685

11.955
15.250

ey T

DAY PIME
Sundays 2:03pm
Tuesdays  10:30pm
Tuesdays 11:03pm
Wednesdays 9:03pm
Fridays 7:03pm
Fridays St 30pm
Saturdays 8:30pm
Mondays 8:05pm
Sundays Pel, M,
Sundays 72 L5pm
Sundays Op. .
Mondays 7:45pm
Mondays DM,
Tuesdays 6z L15am
Tuesdays  7:L45pm

Tuesdays Opm
Wednesdays 12%30am
Wednesdays 7:L45pm
Wednesdays 9pm
Thursgdays 12:540anm

8+ 15am

7% 4 5pm
61 4t 5am

Thur=sdays

Thursdays
Fridays

Sundays 8pm
Mondays S+l 5pm
Wednesdays 6:15pm
Wednesdays &pm
Saturdays 7:30pm
Sundays pm
Mondays 7pm

Saturdafs 7om

8:15pm

Sundays

Wednesdays 6:15pm
Saturdays 1O0pm

PROGRAM

CBC stage
Anthology
Introducing
Midwesk Thea,
Adventure Thea,
Mystery Thea,
Touch of
Greasepaint

Storyteller

Sunday Play-
bill

Serial

Serial

Serdial

Berdial
National Radio
Theatre
Serial

Serial

Story Time
Serial

Serdial
Stories for the
Junior Idist.
Thursday Night
Feature
Serials

Encore

Irama Series
Serial 5
World Theatre
Short Story
Theatre of the
Alr

300 years in
Africa

Bantu Firegide
Tales

Stories of the
Veld

American Short
Story

ghort Stories
American Mu=i-
cal Theatre



Tt was in 1967 that evenis began to transpire which were to 1?ad eventually to
a type of Mrebirth" for Lum and Abner. Admittedly, this new life 1s yet in the
infancy stage...but there are plans afoot which gould lead to a fairly wide-
spread circulation of the recordings.

Chester A. (Chet) Lauck lives now in Hot Springs, Arkansas...a bustling resort
community of some 50,000 persons...famous primarily for its healing mineral
baths, Lauck,..who once, for a very long time, answered to the names of Lum
Edwards (Eddards), Grandpappy Spears, Cedric Weehunt, and other aliases,.ls en-
gaged presently in the business of operating a public relations and advertlsing
firm, with his partner Harlan Hobbs...and son, Chet Jr, Having moved to the

Spa City in 1966, he was for twelve years prior a member of the PR department

of Continental Oil (Conoco) in Houston, TeXas,

-Just before Christmas of 1967, "Lum" was approached by Hot Springs radio sta-

tion KBHS, and acked whether or not it would be possible to rebroadeast on the
25th the special Christmas show which the team had done for so many years be-
fore the program left the air in 1954, The manager of that station thought it
might he interesting...and certainly a unique feature, Lauck had in his files
a clear copy of the episode...and it was then rebroadcast.

But things didn't stop there, The management of another Hot Springs station,
KXOW, , ,began to ask itself whether other recordings existed of the program than
the one which had been run on the opposition outlet. Upon contacting Lauck, they
found that there were indeed such recordings...ln faet, there were four years
worth of the fiftesn minute spisodes,,.all in order,,.and all in relatively good
quality, The years preserved...l941-1945, The discs were vinyl...hot acetate,
and had originally been issued for airing on the KEYSTONE network. This was 4
rather loose orgenization of outlets...not hooked together by telephone wires,
but by transcriptions., The programs were aired first on NBC, live, They were
recorded as aired.,,then distributed,...thereby giving double eXposure.

These particular discs had been stored at a BEKINS warchouse in Los Angeles for
years...but in the mid '60's had been transferred to the care of a friend of
Lauek's in Houston. -

So, after preliminary arrangements for the recordings to be cleaned up and trans-
ferred to tape (by KFRC, Hnuston), Ium and Abner went on the air once mMoress.’

1li years after the Jot 'Em Down store closed its doors, It was early February,
1968, ,.8nd the only station was KXOW,,.,a town and country station on 1420 KC,.

But there was more to come.,..much more,

Lum and Abner, programmed once a day at 5:30pm, enjoyed success in Hot Springs

. v..cnough success to cause interest in a larger market,..Little Rock. The capltol

city of Arkansas is no giant metropolis...but there was a potential listening
audlence of some 300 thousand for the old fellows! humor,

KARK, 1ittle Rock..wanted the show, and wlshed to put it on the Arkansas Radio



Network...with its sprinkling of =mall stations throughout the and of Opportun=-
1ity". KARK wags,..and is, the key origination station.

ARI began its run on about April 1st, 1968,..with KARK itself beaming the show
at L:45 in the afternoon...Monday through Friday. After listener and sponsorship
diffieulties, it was moved to 6:45pmy with another airing at 5:hbam.

But there wés to be ho mass audience for Lum and Abner...and EARK ran its last
episode on June 30th, 1969. The Network stations had found a greater listener
 loyalty in thelr towns and hamlets...and continued the program, There it remains

to this day.

Lauck and Hobbs has hopes, however, of finding stations around the country,..

and to that effect has issusd a brochure...which is being sent around at this
time, The rates are graduated according to tHe size of the matket. There have
been quite a few comars...with more in the future. At present, all of the out-of-
gtate cities are small onees. § :

The reruns are enjoyable,..and after more than two years of listening to every
eplsode as 1t became available, I'm still hooked, and will be until we've reached
the last possible program, At that time, I'11 more than likely undertakea drastic
search in all corners of the country for even more transcriptions.
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SIDE NOTES:

Pape boxes can be tricky...especially when you util=-
ize a marked variety of brands and types...and in
differing states of repair, if any. If you're like
me, you probably have rezorted to CONTACT PAPER...
which works fairly well, but can be difficult and
expensive. So far, I've managed to cover only about
120 reels of my file...with about five-times that
number still in their own shaggy hides.

There seems nowW an answer, perhaps...in & new prod— -
uct (at least I just discovered it) from a firm
named CUSTOM COVERS,,,of Windsor, California, The
company has come up with what it claims to be "easy
to apply, die-cuf covers",..specifically made to
fit any brand of 7 inch reel box, These covVers are
even available in five colors...or you can order

the assorted group. The primary thing is the price.
Above an order of 30, the cost is 10¢ per cover (be-
low that, the price stands at & for one dollar).

I can't really make any type of true recommendation
for the item, .since I haven't yet received any. Full
address: CUSTOM COVERS; WINDSOR, CALLF. 95L92. Per-
haps some of you out there already know about them.

E%,thﬂ“tn o If you're the adventurous type, thg'risk“of a buck

&wﬁ;é-;51C?E§ - won't be too.much to try out the product. Next issue
o RS SEERT dvr Sriridi I'11l give you a report, hopeful;i.;r_. : - :
in memorabla moments of terror. = :

‘Serious excitement beckons the By the way, when you come across similar develop- °

; a:vant:!mus ear, and events take ments which might be of interest to tape hobbylsis,
=1 -
e bt I:.';rﬁ:;‘::“;r:;:g":: please be sure to drop them my way. Such interchange
Bt by CRE Radin. : of information 1s another good reason for the eXis-

tence of such a publication as tiis,



They were all there,..more than 200 of them
vssand I missed it, Of course, the big event
took place almost one thousand miles from
Little Rock...but had I known in advance, I
would have hooked or crooked my way to the
city somehow,

Where it happened was Chicago, Illinois...s
specifically in a restaurant owned by one.
Gene Sage...a nostalgia stricken product of
old time radio listening. What happened was

=l
CHICAGO REUNION |  foireniisat’ors.ino camo sogothor for

the purpose of celebrating the 50th anniver-
sary of radio as a commercial art.

Thankes to Mike Barrier,..a staffer of the
Arkansas Gazette...who does his own fan
publishing (in the comics fields), I've
been blessed with enough press clippings to
fairly well reconstruct what took place at
that meeting...which was during the second
week of June (this year).

Among those present: Little Orphan Annie (Mrs. Shirley Bell Cole); Captain Mid-
night (Paul Barnes); Sky King (Earl Nightingale); Harry Elders of FIRST NIGHT-
ER: Fay, of MA PERKINS (Mrs, Rita Bnyd?; Clipper of SKY KING (Jack Bivans)es..
and many, many others,..all of whom apparently make their present day homes in
or near the Chicago area (where most of their shows originated in the first
place)s OFf the above, I am familisr with the present day work of Wightingale
OnlY¥ess«Who has £it extremely well inte modern day radioc with networlk and syn-
dicated programs, ; ;

Mrs., Cole told of how she had been the only one in her family to have a job dur-
ing those depression years of the ANNIE program, She was ten when it started,
twenty when it ran out (and was replaced by MIDNIGHT). "People tell me still
that they never sat down Lo suppsar without listening to the show...and most of
them bought OVALTINE go that they could send in for the secrat decoder ring.”
Commenting also on ANNIE, Jaek Bivans (Clipper)...related how he had once gone
to see the show.,..complete with preconceived notions of how everycne would look.
He said that he was willing to bet that a tall, stern looking man to one side
of the mike was Daddy Warbucks,.,.but that the image was shattered when he then.
stepped up to read his lines.,.."84RF,; ARFIM :

Mre, Boyd glayed, among other things, the challenging role of the opening scream
on LIGHTS OUT, That seream had saved her life recently, she told her cohorts.
Upon walking into & theatre restroom, a woman had stuck a knife to hér throat..,
Mrs. Boyd reacted automaticslly with a scream of the volume, quality, and timbre-
of her radioc performance...and there were "half a dozen persons there almost
immedietely™s :

There really is 1little of the true flavor of what must have gone on at the meet-
ing in these elippings,..which were necessarily crammed inte as few lines as at
all possible. I do have the name of the only collector wheo attended, and will
contaet him for a possible expansion and in-depth interviews,

Like 1 said in the begimning..,I would certainly have liked to have been there,
Wouldn't you?

. —




STATUS REPORT --- Michelson & Friends

Added to the list of programs that Charles Michalson has worked so diligently
to bring back has recently been GANGBUSTERS,,,.52 eplsodes of which were pulled
from the obgcurity of the past for rebroadcasgt, The amnouncement of this M"eoup™
was made only in the past couple of months,..and so far, none have shown up in
the form of airchecks among collectors.,

Michelson's firm now offers some ten titles in the mystery-adventure classifi-
cation...and three fairly unpublicized socap operas. The list is as follows:

IHE SHADOW - Everyone has grown to link the names of Lamont Cranston and
Charles Michelson., Thls venerable serdes has been making the
rerun scene since 1962,,.and CM stateg that M"over 50 key mar-
ket stations ars currently scheduling the program.

&

BEST OF SHERLOCK HOLMES - This is the British version,..starring sir
John Gielgud and Sir Ralph Richardson. There
are only 2 few episodes available,

kA

E SEALED BOOK: -~ A Joclk MeGregor ecreation, this one has been out from the
Michelson people almost as long as THE SHADOW,,,and has
anjayed_runa in some Very major cities.

THE LONE RANGER - Fnough said.

IHE CLOCK ~ I think there was at one time 2 TV version of this one. Tt was
originally a product of ABC.

IHE WEIRD CIRCLE - Strictly supernatural, with classic overtones.,.utilizing
the talents of such as Poe, Dickens, Irving, etc.

HIGHT BEAT -~ This is Australian,.,.Grace Glbson Productions, in fact, As is
mentioned elsewhere, the late Frank Lovejoy played the title
role (sic?) on the fmc version, These redone scripts starred
"Harp MeGuire".,.who 1s really a much better radio actor than
one might guess, i

DANGEROUS ASSIGNMENT - Australian again, originally on IBC,,and once on

Television. Brian Donlevy was Steve Mitchell state-
slde.

FAMOUS JURY IRTALS - "Top ratinge for several years", according to CM,....
this show was on ABC.

GANGBUSTERS. - Just released, as mentioned above...and hopefully on its way
to a lengthy revival,

The soapers are £UNT MARY, DOCTOR PAUL, and THE LIFE OF MARY SOTHERN. Michelson
has hundreds of episodes of each of them,..and they apparently were originally
syndicated. Some master discs of AUNT MARY were turned up several months ago in
Madison, Wisconsin., About them, know nothing, :




For =some reason, LHE GREEN HORNET does not appear on this latest list of programs
eesalthough it was one of the earliest to be revived, Perhaps it has been taken

out to ecool for awhile,..or maybe it's gone for good,

Michelson will sell to onhly one station in any given market...anc then, 1f that
outlet drops the program. it may not be resold to another., This apparently stems
from some rather stiff conditions that he had to meet ln order to obtain rights
in the first place. Also, his latest presentation booklet states that the firm
will no longer furnish demonstration tapes,..because of bad experiences where ste
tions aired the demo= for profit, and were never heard from again,

Another company, MANZELL gnd ASSOCIATES, has recently jumped into the pool by
beginning syndication of retitled LIGHTIS OUT programs....along with the endeavor
ing of that show's originator, Arch Obler, Now called THE DEVIL AND MR, O,,.ther
have been 52 eplsodes re-edited and reprocessed. So far, the programs have not

been widely broadcast.

From time to time, there are additional regenerations of pméra.ms. In this eol--
umn, I'11l try to keep up with the latest...and review the progress of the old-
timers 1n the businese, Any help will be appreciated, )

Radio, You've Had 2 Busy Moath! TOP OF THE ICEBFRG (Conclusion)
HAT with ral strikes
‘*’Valr_:_rl big _newsﬂnts such as At any rate...thers are occaslons
;hl: ":“{II’.IH%‘! ::m-iﬁsh“ Dillinger to additions to this list. Hopefully
ai'{-:;hc':é}:.ef_-:i: mm.“rhaf};;; 1':“3“”: more will be tacked on, At least,
in San Francizeo radio musicians perhaps, they make it a bit easie
i';.qngzti:: out o 5}':;:;]::&1;; with t'hT for the publie to understand the
zhotemien . when i [ i1
o 1¢:v;fgcmﬂ; motivations of an old radio buff.
Py & studios with no music except the - vho buries himself among tape ma:
3. 27 % canned variety, but most of the ines by the dozen...emerging on
piayers later returned to the fold temporarily
excspt on one NBC outlet which refused to take them back, :
:ﬂ?her:r.‘:i:;::réeqpohs was E!amﬁ% under martia! law as a sequel
oa river's strike, KSTP, St. Paul station, scored Let it always be temporari
a beat by equipping a trick with a mobile transn:'i}rl;inzm u:ut ; = e
which kept cﬁu with events as they occurred, Nmpnper
jealousy didn't crop up, however, until several Chicago
stations announced the killing of cutlzw Dillinger a few ;
minutes after the event. NAC got into hot water by re- . o : : :
%‘::;’:E mﬂ:msﬁﬁ?mmhﬁ ?:;marfhtqn mi{numlbefnre e A most interesting item for anyd -
| rean okaye w 1tem for releass, st ave
why a radio station should be expected to withhold news Junf dranmg Biig;ltﬂ i;tir'&ﬂtfi én‘ e
]::uch importance—other than ior political reasens best Pr-n carguﬂgz 11*1 s
ﬁl::;ﬁ’:l:l :I.;e z:e:;.::ﬁ:rs 1%lm ha;e 5..13;1::& unétcr Eher gﬁ?’ 19?10. edition of IrG. s
: . Some day, when radio faus become magazine, The opublication k
articulate enough to insist on their rigkt g b z KSH =
while it is1 news, these petty hf.qu:%bfe;“?ill bée;;rmg; ere At e s e
:]!::Dmbed_m scme soundproof chamber whersin are sealed script that apparently was never
mwsmpape:in P::TI?I Dfﬂmdﬁ' J’LES A h;iatt-_-r of fact, many aired.."the incredible story CE-
5 ¥ the Hearst chaln—are i i i =X
solving the competition problem by agqu?%gm&ﬂ]ilfegiﬁ ﬂaregﬂ.:nat bro?dcaSt"' The title
shi il is, "History in Reverse"..,.and
I certainly wish that it had mar
it to the mike (and that T poss: -
ed a copy). :

Since this issue 1s already off
_ the stands, you might be able t:

get it from: LMAZING/Box 7, Oakland Gardens, Flushing, N.Y. 11364,
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| I . fThere is no doubt that the present slight re-intere:
A 4in old ‘radioc idealism on.the part of the Maverage

: "american' is due in great deal to the toils of omne

I Charles lMichelson, discussed in detall elsgewhere in
these pages: I have hopes of snaring Mr, Michelson

i e by telephone in the near future for a lengthy inter- .
| view,,.buc that is yet to come. Aslde from the chh
| TRIVIA elson factor, here are a few of the other influences
! which have aided in keeping the spark alive...

FTirst J. David Goldin, At some point in life, we all
have the rather inane tendency to mutter something

[ akin to..."Gee,..wlsh I'd said,..or done..that'. Sut
1 the wishing and the mournful hoping seldom alters

. facts, Such is my attitude toward the accomplashment
[ of Dave Goldin,

! I was agquainted with Dave rather briefly several years ago...before either of use
' actually became involved heavily in 0ld Radio, He did not resurface to my eyes

| until about 1968, when he first began to show the streak of apparent genius that
| has placed him in the center of the rebirth limelight...along with author Jim
Harmon, For it was Goldin who had the unmitigated common sense to work with a ree
¢ord company in the collaboration which resulted in, so far, issuance of two IF’sg
containing intros of old radio shows, LP!s which, thanks to the dearth of novelty
material in pressent day radio...were gobbled up rather quickly..and placed on the
ether waves, The LP arrangement was handled through Goldin's official RADIO YES-
TERYEAR organizationsewhich has merchandising of programs as one of its prime

i goals, Reportedly, BY is also working on another disec,,..which would contain scne
j segments of the best comedy sglits from the great shows.

Prior to Goldin's recordings, there had been at least two albums of themes rsleas
ed on Columbia, but these were simply new arrangements put together in medley Iort
by Frank DeVol, In 1966, Longines offered an LP of excerpts...and several similar
albums have been put together, most in =zo0 called "gpecial offers', and most con-

tadlning disappointingly general material available from such sources as recorids or
film soundtracks,

A perfect example of this latter is a "COLUMBIA MUSICAL TREASURY® disc set (2 of
them) eurrently being mail-order marketed...which admittedly does contain truve
eXcerpts of such shows as FBI IN PEACE AND VAR, , ,THE WHISTLER..and MR, KEENE...:
but is beefed up with material originally on records (Bing Crosby, Eddie Cantor,
Al Jolson, Rudy Vallee, etec.). But then, perhaps my perspective is not unbiased
ss.2nd this is exXactly the sort of thing which might have the greatest meaning
for the general public. ;

Then, there are two newly recorded SHADOW episodes...and an LP of two LCIE RANGER

shows put together by Fred Flowerday...a former sound effects man who helped *o
ereate the existence of "Silver®,

The four books on 0ld Radio also have been felt to some degree on the surfaceﬂof
Rﬁhlic interest, Jim Harmon's GREAT RADIO HERQES; followed by GREAT RADIO COMELL..
S« sshave enjoyed tremendous sale, The Buxton-Owen book, RADIO'S GOLDEN AGE, .is
of great nse to those who find Trivia an interesting game (not to mention its vash
use to collectors)s The latest book, which I have yet to read,,.is of course TUIE

IN TOMMORROW,,,by Mary Jane Higby.

Trivia is a game of recent innovation which has found its way into the hearts of
the young and middle aged, Unfortunately, it has had the effect in some instances
of ereating an artificial interest, which considers the vintage herces as "cutel,
M ¥, ,,along the lines of the alleged W,.C, Fields cults who haven't the slightest®

ldea of who Fielde was,..really...and follow each other about cluclting of his
Nrelevance!,
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Lum and Abner,.Chet Lauck and Norris Goff,..grew up in Mena, Arkansas...they
were boyhood friends together,..and they were continually involved in amateur
shows, such’ as high school plays and things of that sort, They ecculd do Ital-
ian, German, Negro, Hillbilly...anything at all., Well, it seems that there
wagz a Lions! luncheon at Mena...and Chet and Nerris were asked to entertain.,
B0...the two fixed up the hotel mezzanine like & broadcasting station,..and
did a skit based on the popular team of the day, Amos tn!' Andy. T remember
my Dad saying to the manager of KTHS in Hot Springs that he ought to have them
(Leh) over, They were asked...and planned to do the same skit they had done
at the Lions' Club, But when they got to Hot Springs, they discovered that
there were two other Negro skits that had béen on the air that afterncofa...
both 6f them doing Amos 'n! Andy imitations, Not wanting to do the same old
thing, Chet and Norris changed their act to hillbilly on the spur of the :
momente «» just before goirg omn. And so, their routine was about Pine Fidgcess
and Dad,..and his store.,.and they pretended to own the Jot 'Em Down heress.
which, of course, always has been fictitious...part of the program. After
the broadcast, the station manager asked the pair what names they would have
v« When they  came back the following Sunday, And whether they had thought of
these namés, or whether they just happened, I don't know...but anyway, Chet
Lauck said; "Call me Lum Bddards, that's a good mountain name." Just as quick
as a flash, Norris Goff said, "I'll be Abner Peabody, I doggie." So, the man-
ager went on the air...and told the listening audience to..."Tune in next week
for Lum and Abner,m

80...for the next three months, Lum and Abner made the trek to Hot Springs
from Mena every Sunday...just for the kicks. There was no pay...just the eX-
perience and the fun they were having from it, 4s I recall, the Quaker Oats
company sought them out and gave them a contract,..which, I've heard my Dad
88Y, . h8d never happened before...and has never happened since.

Anyway, they went on the air with that company for a year: And they then
went with Horlick's Malted Milk,..and stayed with them for many years.

At the time that Lum and - Abner first began broadecasting,..this little village
of ours was named Waters...after our first postmaster., On their fifth anni-
versary, which they celebrated in Little Rock, Lum and Lbner participated in
ceremonies changing officially the name of the towha to Pine Ridge. My father
wag a friend of the postmaster general at the time, and I still have the
letter from that gentleman,..ok'ing the change.

Ethel Graham, daughter of Dick Huddleston, is a lifelong resident of the real
village of Pine Ridge (Pop. 80),..and was involved in events surrounding the
Lum and Abner program from its inception.




1 was in college during those early years...and I PFemember coming home, .and
standing behind the counter here in my Dadl's store,..and there'd be 15 or 20
old men around the stovei..and T would stand back here and just take down

the expressions that they would say...and then I would send small notebooks
to Lum and Abner...and I'd hear them use,..oh practically all of the eXpres=
gions in one program. I recall one incident,..we had a well-to=do farmer
across the river,..to the south of here, His mame was uncle Henry Lawrence.
Well, he came up the steps...and one of these old men back there sald, "Come
on in, Uncle Henry,..how are you doin' today?™ and he said, "Jest like water
in a barrel...sloshin' here and yonders" #ZEditor¥s Noté: This exXpression also
found its way inte one of the ten Lum and Abner movies, though I can't recall
which one at the momentssf

But everybody here..,it didn't matter whether you were related or not, everyone
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SIDE NOTES: The int-
erview with Ethel
Graham was recorded
in the IHek Huddle-
ston Store., which
gtill stands; oper=-
ated by a couple
from Cglifornis, ..
who roved to  the
State only a couple
of years ago. Dieck
rassed away aboutb
six years ago. The
store has l1ittle of
the original days
left in its atmog-
phere-

The accompanying
sgene 1is from the
loks L&A £i1m, "Parts.
gers in Time"s whiech
raced the origin of
the twe old fellows
in the anly known
verslon of how they
started. There were
t-EJ.".'. I[U:"\;i‘:ﬁﬁ I&ade.. e
one of them (the
last) ir Yugoslavia,




was always Uncle, Never Mr, Lawrence, Mr. Garrett...always Uncle Nick,..Uncle

: : dad and moth-
Ace, Like my dad...¥e have very few relatives in this area,...but my
er were always Uncle Dick and Aunt Nan to all the children who grew up in this

towm,

e .father did have a contract with Lum and Abner so that they could use his
g;:i nime. Inziﬁentally, he was the only character to my knowledge who was on the
air by proxy only. They used his real name, . « they used the real locatioi, .his
real store,..but, of course, it was Norris who played the part of Dick Huddlga#an
T have heard people say that their voices were so much alike over the phone or on
the air that you could hardly +ell them apart. As far as money was concerned, .

, there was never a dime that changed hands. The only thing-that my father ever
cained from it was the publieity. And then, for a number of years, he travellied
vwith a band.,.that was known as the Lum and Abner band.,..he was thé publicity
agent,.,and then, when they called him to do his part on the stage, he was referr
ed to as "The Goodwill Ambassador from Arkansas", The state paid half of his sal-
arye.seLum and Abner paid the other half, What he did was to tell the people how
the program started..,what Pine Ridge was like...what Arkansas was like, He told
them of all the opportunities that Arkansas had to offer. He travelled in the
months when there would be the state fairs, and then in the early fall and winter
months when Lum and Abner would be appearing on the stages of theatres., He did
make quite a few appearances with  them on stage...but he was never with them on
the radio, ;

As far as Pine Ridge today....sometimes still, on a Sunday, we will have anywhere
from 20 to...oh, as many as 50 cars a day who stop. There are people who come in
here who can tell you,.,.almost word for word,..programs that they heard 35 yeéars
ago. So long ago, and yet they remember, And when the show was at its height, welc
get a lot of visitors from Eastern states. They'd come in with big cars...you
could tell they were very well off,..but they were interested in the program.,.
and they'd say something like, "I had an Uncle who used to talk like Abner.,,"
or.."My father had a General Store one time®, The thing about Lum and Abner. ...

I believe...1s that they portrayed the old pioneer spirit..the way of Iife of

the ancestors of most americans, They never did make fun.,.or ridieule,.,but the

Joke wag always on themselves...situations that could happen to just anybody.

And,..a lot of the characters on the show were patterned after real people in
Pine Ridge. There vas an old man who lived up in the hills.,.he knew that he

was Grandpappy Spears. And when Lum and Abner had that fifth anniversary over in
Little Rock...they dressed him up in a tuxedo, and tock him to it. He had never
been,..I suppose, out of Montgomery county at the time, They got him up before
the microphone...and said, "How are you today, Grandpapn?" He answered, "Jest as
pure dee as a CatbirdlM ;

Uncle Cling's wife...was Sister Simpson., Aunt Ola Hooper was Elizabeth (Abner's
wife)...and then there was a Little Pearl, Cedric lived in Mena...he wasn't quite
as dumb as they portrayed...but he was a great big country, loveable, gentle kind
of a guy...who liked gountry singing., And there was a Squire Skkimp...he was a
small town lawyer owve!: in Mena, : .

You know,...something funny happened once, On the Christmas show, the one they

ran every year, they went out in the country to find this baby that had just been
born...and they used the name Garret on the program. Well now, the Garret farm
really is about three miles up the road,..and one year they had a baby on Christma:
Eve night. The named him Chester Norris Garret, e

When they first went on the air, dad had an old Crosley radioc.,.with a horn on top.
Eeory night, just about the whole town would gather at 6:30...to find out.."whatis
going on down in Pine.Ridge..."



+ ‘ 7 TB ommm ! Climpse of Things
To Come

The oldest of saws ls that history repeats itself,..and perhaps we even believe it
ve.if only a bit., I wonder, though.,.ilf this sort of rural and aged philosophy
could apply to what the majority of us are doing now.,.those actively involved in
collecting, filing, dubbing....and in general revering the worke of those who erea-
ted Mold time radio", Is it possible that in another twenty or thirty years, there
will be an equally active group of hobbylists who look back to our present, and
wish that those of us interested in preserving works of the electronic media had
been as interested in hanging on to what is (was) going on in the 60's,.,70's..and
80's. .

VIDEO COLLECTINGS,,,is a sparetime activity which is in the scratch-of-the-surface
condition at present. If it's true (and I believe it most emphatically is) that
the radioc hobby 1s just barely in the formative stages, then the Television vari-
ety is only just conceived,

First,..the obvious question: why? What 1s there to collect...to admire? There is
| 1o positive and totally correct answer. To many people, the Tube is simply a vac-
| ant minded endless spewing of waste, To many others...epjoying its output private-
ly is one thing,..but ever admitting it publicly is quite another. But, to some,..
television can be, at least at times, & positive enchantment, Who'!s to say that a
collection of S TREK, ,,or MISSION IMPOSSIBLE,,,carefully kept intact intc the
far future,..might not be just as validly worthy of reminiscence as our own files
are today? After all, isn't what we are harking back to in 1970 really nothing but
the everyday accepted entertainment of the masses of another day? Isn't it possible
to equate the place filled by SAM SPADE with that filled by MANNIX? LUM AND ABNER
with MAYBERRY, RFD? LUX RADIO THEATRE with SATURDAY NIGHT AT THE MOVIES?

Now, let's not get into comparisons of the two media. I'm on radio's side....8nd
I've tried to make that clear, But while I champion the superiority of audio broad-

casting as a "Theatre of the Mind", I still recognize that it once was exac
what TV is todays : exactly

So, then,..perhaps there might be a reason to look ints VIR, ,,VIDEO TAPE RECORDING.
A reason to consider the slightest chance that someday, somehow,..we might =run
across & series...2 shoW...2 special,..that we want to keep.

| The hardware is available now...this day...and to some degree has been available
for about five years. Broadcast Videotape machines are enormously complicated de-
Vices...utilizing tape which is 2 inches wide,..and requiring an electronics eXper=—
tise to operate them, Their price range...50 thousand dollars or so...although
there are some economy models, In the early Sixties, there were a number of firms
which began to issue forth information that they would socon plate on the market
a "home" version that the average man could afford, One company, TELCAN (Britishi
+»s 5pent quite a2 bundle on publicity about its proposed machine,..which ftravelled
something like 60 inches per second (tape speed). I've yet to learn whether one
gingle TELCAN recorder was ever actually marketsd,



And then, in mid~decade, SONY stepped in and got serious, The Japanese miracle=
electroniecs firm produced a relatively small VIR (not much larger than the average
audio recorder) which used ¥ inch tape, with a forward speed of 7% inches per sec-
ond, The monitor and machine could be bought as a unit...sporting a ten inch screen
++s0r the deck could be purchased, with a 23 inch set added. The TV set was used

as both a recording source and playback screen. You could get the whole thing for
around 1100 dollars....a camera added another 300,

S0NY remsins the true ploneer of Video Retording, and has improved upon 1ts earlier
editions in a consistent manner. Recently, the first home color recorders were in-
troduced by the company,..which alsoc has out a battery powered, portable unit.
There are competitors in the home market field...but they are just that. SONY 4is
the leader. .

But though these recorders were intended as breakthroughs into the home, only &’
relative few have found their way inté them. Most are purchased for educational,
industrial, or similar use. There are, however, always a few kooks (like myself)
who will borrow money from the bank for the latest gadget, and drive 2 smaller car
in order to afford the luxury of tinkering around in a new and exciting manner.

My own machine is a SONY CV-2000,,.a 1967 model that I bought in 1968. I did not
buy the camera for two reasons...l didn't have the need for it =since I only
wlanned to record programs off the air, The other thing that I didn't have was the
mﬂneyu

And I use this very eXpensive toy in what most would consider a ridiculous way: I
delay programs...that is, when shows I like are up against one another...I watch
one...tape the other, This happens constantly. And then, when I'm out, I set a tim-
er...and away we go, I've done little collecting in the two years Ifve had the re-
corder, I've filed away a few LUM and ABNER movies (which I copied with a borrowed
camera),..zome of the moonwalk footage,..an ABBOTT and COSTELLO movie &ntitled,
"WHODUNNIT?Y, , ,which had the pair running about a radio network studio, trying to
find the killer of a radio actor who was electrocuted in mid-broadcast (mid-alr?).
Hot much, This 1s personal history repeating itself, As I mentioned elsewhere, I
Used My first audio recorder for eXactly the same purpose:; delay the program for
convenience, and maybe save it for a couple of weeks,

But I'm getting ready to start a ecollection. I regret not having done it alread¥...
for there are a couple of shows that I glready miss. Just like radio, though, itts
hard to recognize that what's bsen there...won't always be there, An additional
technical stride forward...if you can call it that...has made it possible to put
together any gize of Video colleection...and at relatively low eXpense, But I'n not
too sure that would consider the development a stride forward.

Tou see, for several years, it was not feasable to actually try to file any great .
amount of material., Although,; with proper financing, most enthusiasts could afford
the machine, the tape cost is what hung you up. A one hour reel ran about $40,00,..
whereas you could get a half hour tape for a bit over $20,00, With a price like
that, you're not going to keep Very many programs...hno matter EEE tremendous they
happen to be, :

But an electronics supply house by the name of OLSON, based in Akron, Ohio,..with
branches in many major cities...has made all the difference in the world for ama=
teur video recordlng, About a year and a'half ago, they began selling used computer
tape,.,which they buy en masse. At .first, the price was $3.00 for a 2400 foot Teel
of the stuff, which is + inch wide, and one and a half mils thick., But, eventually
the cost was reduced to 99 cents for that length,

low, =lnce the tape 1s still on the largse cqmputef reels, what you have to do is



spin off the tape on 7 inch reels to fit the SONY: Zuch a reel will hold 1200!
of tape...and since the machine fravels at 74+ ips, that's obviously 30 minutes
worth of programming, So, in effect, you can record that half hour for L3¢ (if
vyou can figure a way to get the 7" empty reel free, For this purpose, I've
used plastic 16 mm film reels, obtained from a friend at a local TV station,
I've even made my own, at times, utilizing split audio reels., The computer tape
is not as good as Eﬁﬂﬁts...make no mistake about that...it contains some drop-
out, and the grain varies, But it's good enough, considering the price differ-
ential,

There is already one fulltime VIDEQ COLLECTOR,,.who works at it with feverish
dedication, Jim Moulder, mentioned elsewhere as one of the earliest radio tol-
lectors, purchased one of the first SONY machines several years age (since,
he's purchased a newer model),.,and started recording such things as the OUR
MISS BROOKS television version,..innumerable movies...every minute of most im-
portant space shots...varied series which he wants to keep...and quite a few
other diversified items. Jim has more or less phased away from audic filing in
the past year,..putting almost his full attention in television, His home is
one hig video eatalogue...with reels stretching across various walls, If there
ever will be a developed hobby surrounding TV, Jim is certainly at the fore-
front,

SONY must have a sneaking suspleclon of the future (as far as their hobby mar-
ket). The company has sent membership cardes and certificates in their INNOVA-
TORS CLUB to everyone who has bought any of their VIR models...and puts out a
newsletter on an irregular basis. The writing is mostly of industrial or ed-
ucational uses,; but there is every now and then mention of the individual's
place in the scheme of things, Membership in the INNOVATORS CLUB is for thosge
who have Yfurthered the cause of VIDECTAPE RECORDING."

And it won't be long before the devices become part of the same consumer push
that so succesfully marketed color ™. Everyday, trade magazines dstail new
developments...such as SONY gnd PANASONICts upcoming cassette video systems,
These will reportedly tape up to two hours...in color,..with a machine costing
between four and five hundred dollars, They are proposed to be in the stores
by 1972, Then, there are the ridiculous playback only film and holograph units
which certain UeS. companies hope to sell the public...along with prerecorded
material,..before it's realized by the masses what advtantage tape will have,

That's where things stand. Certainly this is not a directly relevant szubject
for discussion among collectors of 0ld Time Radio (and can't someone come up
with 'a better phrase than that?),..but it's a glimpse of what might be,..and
probably will be,;.one of these days.
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A DX GUIDE - (Conclusion)

VOICE OF AMERICA 5. 960 Sundays 11:15%am American Short Stories
(European) 15,205 Sundays 1:15pm American Short Stories
Sundays L:15pm American Short Stories

Wednesdays 9:15am Short Stories

Wednesdays 12:15pm Short Stories
Saturdays  9:30am American Musical Thea,

The above list is, hopefully, a fairly complete one as to programs available
«ssalthough I have no information showing which frequeney and station is best
heard in which part of the country.





