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COMMISSIONERS BATTLE FOR EQUALITY

Whether it is because of the approaching election or
just a belated effort to remedy an injustice of long standing, the
Radio Commissioners are suddenly falling over each other in their
haste to introduce resolutions calling for a more equitable dis—
tribution of broadcasting facilities.

First came a statement from Maj. Gen. Charles HcK. Saltz-—
men, Chairman of the Commission, to the effect that the inequalities
should be smoothed out. Judge Ira E. Robinson, former Chairman
also has proposed such a resolution.

And now comes Commissioners William D. L. Starbuck and
Harold A. Lafount with similar demands although the latier is
particvlarly concerned over alleged discrimination against the
Pacific Coast Zone, which he represents.

The plans of all the Commissioners, none of which have
been acted on, are similar on the whole while varyving in details.,
A1l propose the reduction of radio facilities in over—quota areas
and their increase in under-quota sectiomns.

"The Commission has not practiced such eguality (as
provided in the Davis Amendment) or sought to correct the existing.
inequalities", Mr, Starbuck charged. "Conformity with the law is
a duty imposed upon the Commission and for which it is accountable,
The present inequality can be cured and the mandatory equality
accomplished without widespread disturbance or violent readjustment.™

His proposals are:

1. That where an application is made by a station in a
State having less than its quote in a Zone having less than its
quote for facilities being used in a Zone having more than its quote
and where the facilities applied for have adequate kilocycle and
geographical separation from stations in the under-quota zone, the
application shall be granted, if otherwise in the public interest,

3. Where facilities are taken from a State in an over—
quota zone, as set forth in the preceding paragraph, the Commission
snall effect an equalization, partial or total as it may deem
necessary, of the facilities remaining in that State and/or Zone.

| 3. That any equalization of radio facilities among States
in a Zone having not less than its quo%a shall be made only from
within that Zone.

" ] 4, No application will be granted for additional facil-
ities in any over—quota Zone.

i Commissioner Lafount is chiefly concerned over the borrow—
ing of a cleared channel from the Pacific Zone for the use of WGy,
Schenectady, N. Y., leaving the First Zone with an extra channel and
the West Coast Zone with one under its share.
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As a remedy for this inequality, he proposed that the Com-

mission either assign another frequency to WGY or that another
channel be cleared and allocated to the Fifth, or Western, Zone.

In supvort of this resolution, Commissioner Lafount
called respectfully to the following:

1. The service area of Station XGO has during early night
hours been reduced to the area normally covered by a regional sta-
tion, and in fact, to a less area than many regional stations now
cover,

2. The area of the Fifth Zone is two-fifths of the
United States, therefore, cleared channels are actually more neces-
sary than in smaller zones.

3 That the amount of power used in the different Zones
on cleared channels is not equal., The records on October 15, 1930,
show the following:

lst Zone, including WGY 230,000 watts
2nd Zone 185,000 "
3rd Zone 170,000
4th Zone 300,000 "
5th Zone, including KGO 70,000 "

4, That although the Court order is not now effective,
the Cormission is continuing %o license Station WCY on the Firth
Zone cleared channel, frequency of 790, with 50 KW power. That
such an assignment is unfair and does not provide eguality since
it gives the First and smallest Zone high~powered stations on
nine channels, '

5. That through the Commission's act the Fifth Zone is
now actually forced to operate one of its stations allocated to a
cleared channel simultaneously with a station in the First Zone,
not allocated to a cleared channel.

8. That the Fifth Zone has applications for additional
S KW stations, which would render a needed service but since 5 KV
stations cannot be assigned on regional freguencies and since the
Fifth Zone has now only seven cleared channels instead of eight as
provided for other Zones, such applications cannot be granted;
conseguently the public are deprived of their preograms and the
Zone 1s discriminated against.

The recommendations of Judge Rcpinson are as follows:
1. That the Engineering Division be insitructed:
_ (a) To determine the averaze existing mileage
Separation between stations on the same and adjacent regional
Cnammels for given powers of 250, 500 and 1000 watits,

Y . . 5 . o o
- . (b} To furnish to the Commission a list of fre—
quencies which can be used in under guota Siates, and in what
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portions of these Sfates, with separations of the average amount
determined as above.,

3. That where facilities can be granted to under quota
States using these present average mileage separations on the same
and adjacent channels, that it adopt the average separation only
for the purpose of allocating facilities to under quota States.

3+ That in granting facilities to under quota States the
power of existing local and regional stations be increased if
possible rather than authorizing new stations.

4., That in following this procedure the Commission con-
sider all applications coming from the same State at the same
vime, granting such applications under this procedure as it may
deed proper and practicable.

5. If hearings-are necessary on such applications, all
nearings coming from the same under quota State be set and con—
sidered on the same date or dates.

Coincident with the resolution, Commissioner Robinson
issued a lengthy statement of explanation, which follows in part:

"In submitting this plan, I have borne in mind the fact
that where facilities have already been allocated to States there
are legal entanglements which handicap the Commission in withdraw—
ing these facilities. I have also taken into consideration the
existing service rendered by stations now licensed.

"The Commission has in the past allocated facilities when
it thought necessary and advisable without strictly adhering to
such a mileage separation as has been recently recommended by the
Engineering Division,

"If the mileage separation which the Engineering Division
has recommended was actually the separation which is now in exist-
ence, I would hesitate before offering this plan. However, I feel
that this plan is reasonable as it is based upon the average
Seéparation now in existence between stations on the same and adjac-—
ent channels.

"Further, I feel that it was the intent of Congress that
the Cormission should practically apply the Davis Amendment. Not
absolutely down to mathematical precision, but that wide discrep-
ancies as between Zones and States should not occur. At the
present time there are some very wide discrepancies, as for
instance, Pennsylvania being approximately 8 units under quote and
Illinois 11 units over quota. I do not believe that the rights of

g%yvspecifid State should be subservient to the rights of another
ate.

?It_is, therefore, my purpose in submitting this plan to
th? Commission, to provide a means whereby these under quota States
can be allocated the facilities which are now due them. It is not




my purpose to withcdraw facilities from over quota States, but to
allow facilities %o be added to under quota States on the same
score of separation that has been used in other parts of the
country.

"Should some interference occur as a result of this
plan, it will not be any more than that now existing where stations
are operating with close mileage separation. Most of the regional
stations are now rendering onlv a local service and if these
additional facilities are allocated careful 1y and with the judg-
ment which I know this Commission will exercise, the communities
which do not now have adequate facilities will be given their just
portion of service and cannot further raise the claim That they
do not have their pro-rata part.

"As time goes on, there will be mortality of stations by
waich the Commission may gradually reduce the facilities in over-
quota States."

XXXXXX
WBAL PUTS O GREAT AUNIVERSARY PROGRAL

One of the finest programs ever put on by the staff of
& single, independent station was that of Station ¥W3BAL, at Baltl—
more, last Saturday night, celebrating its fifth an mniversar A1l
the talent was local. It was another fine achievement of “ederick
R. Huber, the station direcior, who is also Supervisor of HMusic for
the City of Baltimore.

i Tpg gala program rellected throughout the high risical
svandard which Mr, Huber has always insisted upon n 1abalqlng.
For this the station director and l1is staff came in for praise fronm
Charles 1f. Cohn, Vice-President of the Consolidated Gas and
Electric Company, owners of the station.

"Baltiriore nust alwavs be on the map in a radio sense and
WBAL is doing the utmost to keep it there", Mr. Cohn declared.
During the course of his %alk he referred to the fact that the sta—
tion nad applied for an increase to 50,000 watts power,

More than 50 staff artists joined in the nrogran.

broadce esting time of this station has increased riore than 500 per
cent in the last five years. Wren it first started, the stet
broadcast eleven pou“s a week, with two silent nights. The

-
weekly time now is 614 hours.
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NBC PLANS FOR FUTURE EXPANSION

The National Broadcasting Company, in preparation for
new developnents which may revolutionize radio broadcasting, is
effecting an expansion of its program and production forces.

George Engles, Vice-President of the National Broadcast—
ing Company in charge of programs, in announcing the new set-up
said that it represents the foundation of a force that will not
only be able to cope with all present requirements of broadcast-
ing but will anticipate important future developrnients in radio.

"Wle realize that if we are going to be able %o keep
pace with the inevitable changes and growth in broadcasting, we
must make preparations now", Engles said., "The organization we
are in the process of creating represents a completely nodernized
personnel, capable of handling with the greatest possible facility
all of the ramifications of the broadcasting business,"

In the new executive alignment, the major responsibility
falls on Miss Bertha Brainard, Phillips Carlin, William S. Rainey,
Curt Peterson, Leslie Joy, Gerard Chatfield, Thomas licAvity and
Willian Burke iiller, all skilled and experienced in practical
broadcasting activities.

"Perhaps the most irmportant change that is being made",
Engles declared, "is the new emphasis that is being placed on the
production depariment. In the theater the producer holds the
1n0st responsible position in the staging of a play, with the author,
the stage director, and the musical director subordinate to hin.
This is the logical arrangerient. From now on our production
deparinent will occupy the key position in the whole prograii
structure. All the factors which o into a finished radio
program - nusic, casting, continuity and direction — will be
subject to final approval by the production departrnent."

XXXXXXX
BROADCASTIR FEVER HEARD OF A LICZNSE

Professing that until recently he did not know that a
broadcasting station rust be licensed to operate, Edward Tomajko,Jr,,
secretary of the Adamsburg liines, of Pennsylvania, adritted to the
Radio Comnission October 30th, that he had purchased a 75 watt
station for $1,000 and had been operating it without permission.

) When he learned that a license was required, he said he
filed an application for pernniit %o erect an operate a 100 wvatt sta—
glon. the call letters of the private sitation were TG, Lee
Elton Spencer, of Jeannette, Pa., from whor the station was pur—
opased, broadcast with the call letters JOOP also without a
llcense, according to testiriony introduced.

XXXZXXX
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WORLD TREND TOWARD SUPER-POWZR

While the Federal Radio Cormiission is debating the question
of whether or not to open more than half the cleared channels to
high pover broadcasting stations, other countries over the globe
are building super-power radio stations, according to reports of
Consuls to the Department of Cormerce.

Russia is erecting 100,000 watt stations - just twice the
raxinun power granted broadcasters in this country -~ according to
unoffocial reports. ©Stations of approximately 50,000 watts are
being built at Rome and ¥ilan, Italy. The former is to be utilized
by the Pope to transmit nessages over Europe, and by means of short
waves, around the world.

A 15,000 watt station was receatly put in operation at
Johannesburg, South Africa, to penetrate the tropic static waich

impedes the radio sigmals.

Ireland is planning to erect a station that will cover
the Irish Free State, while England intends to replace regional
stations with several 30,000 watt transnitters.

| Oslo, Norway, has a 60,000 watt station. dJapan has
eight 10,000 watt broadcasters, while at Lahti, Finland, there is
a 40,000 watt station and another at Huizen, The Netherlands.

Both Germany and France have under consideration, plans
for high power stations. The former intends to replace 28 regional
stations with 11 high-power units. Two of these, each 80,000 watts,
are already under construction at Heilsburg and luehlacker, TFrance
desires a station that will be capable of reaching its widely
scattered colonies. It would probably be a short wave transmitter
with high enough power %o be received in northern Africa, French
Guiana, the West Indies, Indo-China, and ladagascar,

The theory upon which all these countries are working, it
was pointed out by Departuent of Commerce officials, is that a few
high power stations can serve a country nore satisfactorily than
a large number of low power broadcasters.

These foreign countries, however, have not quite the
Sane problern as exists in the United States in that none of then
have.had the congestion of stations that this country has and only
russia has as large a territory to cover,

XXXXXX
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CAP GIVES GEDDZS RING FROM MID-OCEAN

In Yashington for the week-end, Bond Geddes, Executive Vice-
President of -the Redio Manufacturers! Association, who still main-
tains his home at 30 Grafton Street, Chevy Chase, almost fell out
of his snoes Saturday morning when the telephone operator told him
there was a call for him from the 8. S. Leviathany then about hali-
way across the Atlantic, headed for New York.

It was from Capt. William G. Sparks,
of Sparks-Tithington Co., of Jackson, Mich., return1n~ from -u:ooe.
Captain Sparks had felt the urze to discuss plans for a neeting of
the Radio Manufacturers' Association in Cleveland postponed o
Novermber 18th so he could attend.

lire Geddes said that two-%thirds of the conversation was
as clear as a local telephone ¢o 11.

XXXX XX
FOUR STATIOHS PUT OFF THE AIR

Four broadcasting svations were ordered off the air on
October 31st by the Federal Radio Commission. Following is the
text of the announcenent

Because of thelr foilure to make application for renewal
of licenses within the tine specified by *h Bodlo Act of 1937, the
following telegram wos sent to four broadcasting stations:

"Zour license cexpires 3 A, M.
Any operaticn of your stotion after
violation of the Radio Act of 1837 os anen
Ject to pennltiies provided therein. Foilu
to noncomopliance with General Order 8g,"

.T., October 31, 1930.
e and hour will be in
d and you will be sub-
e to reanew license due

(‘_j.

The stations ordered off the air are: TTIAY, Kings Highway
Presbyturi n Church, Grand and Lindell Boulevard, Si. Louls o P
WCS0, the WGAR Broo dcasting Co., Springficld, Ohio; KFHA, ~21do L.
Hawlcins ~nd Dr., A. R. Craig, Howkins-Croig Syadicates, care
Jestern Stote Collese, Gunnison, Oolo.; XZM, Leon P. Tenney

, 830 B
Strect Hoywaxrd, uullforqlug

UBEH JOINS WZAF WETVORK

Station WBZH, operated by the Buffalo Eveninz Hews, will
become associated with the Wational Broadcasthi ing Company on Saturday,

November 15th. This 1000 watt station will di uribuﬁe WEAF pro-
grans in the Bu;fﬁlo territory.
XXX XX
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ADVOCATES USE OF SUPPLEMENTAL NWEWSPAPER ADVERTISING

In an address to the New Englend Association of Advertising
Clubs, at Wew Heven, Horry C. Butcher, "ashington representative of
Colunbicn, spoke in part as follows:

"Considerable criticism of radio advertising comes from
the newspapers, and inasmuch as these barbed shafts usually hit
weak spots in the radio picture, they should serve to irprove the
art. We in Columbia feel that no single medium of advertising -
even radio advertising — will do the whole advertising job. Radio
advertising should be tied in with other forms of advertising,
particularly newspaper space., In radio advertising, the sohonsor of
a progrom may build up good will for his concern, and he should
use his newspaper copy for actually selling his merchandise,

"Some newspapers and editorial associations have charged
that radio time is sold partly, if not largely, because of the
nention given the sponsor in the newspaper radio programs and in
publicity stories. In so far as Columbia is concerned, this is
wholly incorrect. In selling time on the Columbia network our sales
force confines itself to the advantages of the time on the air it-
self, Certainly the sale of half-hour periods to a sponsor for
$5,000 or nore on the basis of possible mention of the snonsorts
name in newspapers would be an insecure basis for the broadcasting
business, Colurbia does not even subscribe to a press clipning
service of any kind,"

XXXX XXX
RADIO USED BY WEWS CAMERAMEN

The Dayton (0.) Daily Hews is experimenting with a radio
receiver for use by its news cameramen in automobiles. With the
cooperation of Station WSHK, the City Editor of the Daily News has
been able to reach his photographers instantaneously when they are
out on an assignment.

) negular program service of the station is stopped momen—
tarily when the messages are to be sent. So far the corrmnication
Schene is still experinental, but the newspaper is said to have
found it practical.

X¥XXXXX
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BUSINZSS LETTER BRIEFS
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A Buenos Jdires broadcastin; station has been silenced for
eizht deys because it was transultting about ©50 words oi advertis-
ing matter between entertalnmenu numbers. The charge has often been
nade that Argentine stations are over-burdened with advertising
natcier,

The brief of the Radio Corporation of America in answer
to the suit of the DeForest Radio Co:vaay in the United States Circuit
Court of Appeals for the third circuit has just been puollshed.

If the time had been sold to the Hepublican and Democratic
flational Committees, the revenues to Colunmbia during this canpalﬂn
would have been apg;oxinatoly $63,400, an averawe of $5,200 for
eaca half-hour, according to Harry C. Butcher, VWashing “ton representa~
tive of Columbia,

Assunming the ¥BC contribution to be about the same, this
vould bring the amnount of time which the two chains donated to the
scpublican and Derocratic parties considerably morc than $150,000.

L T

Zxperinental testing of the radiotelephone lin't between kew
Zealand end Australia has now cormenced, accordlug to the Departrent
of Commerce. Initial tests have orovea very satisfactory, and tele-
phone conversations can now e excnan"ed 71taout difficulty between
the two radio sbablons. A great deal of worlz has vet to be done in
connection with the linking up of the wireless section with the toll
@nes of the country.

XXX XX
TOO iUCH ADVELRTISING TALK LISTEXZR DECLARES

A

A reader wrote to the Yashington Post recently as follows:

"Hotels provide dinner music for their guests. Tashington
Tadio stations seen to have conceived the new idea of providing
speeches, lMoreover, these speeches now seerm to come fromn adnlrable
charity and communlty organizations, which organizations will cefeat
tﬂelr purposes of collecting any further £ ﬂﬂs fronm e unless they

ﬂi 7e the good taste to preoent their appeals at the proper time and
place,

i "A solicitor for the most worthy charity or civic enterprise
18 not usually invited into the dining roonm to present his cause. And
he should not try to intrude there by radio.
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"Advertisers by radio also are offenders., But I suppose
it will take some tine yet to convince advertisers that when one sits
down to listen to music on the radio, it is not good salesmanship to
start talking about a produce,

"y radio dealer %ells ne that his zreatest sales resistunce
no longer is the quality of sets — they are marvelous - but the
guality of prograns, and the latter are being more and nore narred
by too much talking, by too many speeches, by too much salesmanship
even in the programs labeled imusical.'!

XXXXXXX

APPLICATIONS RECZIVED BY FEDZRAL nADIO COMIIISSION

ot

Oct, 29 — Melvin ii. Burtis, Syracuse, . Y., G. P. %O
erect a new station to use 1500 kec., 250 w. day and 100 w. night,
and unlimited timey WBEN, Edward H. Butler, Trustee for Ada Butler
#itchell and Edw. d. Butler, d/b as The Buffalo Evening Wews, Buffalo,
Ne Yo, C. P. 1o install an auxiliary trensmitter at studio location,
to be operated in case of ewmergency on 500 ¥., and 900 kc.; VEXL,
Royal Oak Broadcasting Co., Royal Oal, Michizan, license to cover
C. P, issued 6/27/30 %o move transmititer and studio locally and
install a new antenna§ Canton Broadcasting Co., Canton, Oaio, C. P.
to erect a new station to use 830 kc., 1 XKW and unlimited hours.

Oct. 30 -~ ¥COGU, United States Broadcasting Corp., Brooklyn,
o Y., modification of license to use U33C!'s transmititer as an
auxiliary transmitter, location same as WCGU;7G0P, May Radio Broad-
cast Corp., Newarlk, ¥. J., C. P. to move jransnitter locally; KDKA,
lestinghouse Electric & !ifg. Co., Pittsburgh, Penna.,request for
an extension tarouzh the next license period ( Oct., 31, 1930, to
dan, 31, 1931), the authority granted 8/19/30 to synchronize old
vransuitter at Vilkins Twp, with new transmitter near Saxonburg,
combined power not to exceed 50 X7; Leo J. Callinan, Akron, Ohio,
C. P. to erect a new station to use 1500 kc., 100 W., and unlimited
hours; WROL, Stuart Broadcasting Corporation, Xnoxville, Tennessee;
license to cover C, P. issued 8726/30 to move transmitter and studio
locally, install new equipment, and increase power from 50 ¥ to 100 i,
on 1310 kc.; The Greenville News—Piedmont Co., Greenville, S. C.,
Se P. apolication amended to request limited time on 1180 kc., with
1 KU insfead of unlinited tiwme on 810 kc., with 1 XKi¥; KJKC, Tilson
Euncan? trading as the ¥Wilson Duncen Broadcasting Co., Kansas City,
0., license to cover Y. P. issued 6/24/30 to rebuild equipment;

2o J. Clemensen, Payette, Idaho, C. P. to erect a new station to use
1390 c., 100 watis, and unlimiied hours;

. October 31 — Anderson-Gross Troadcasting Co., Lansing, Mich.,
C. P, %o _erect a new station to use 570 kc., 500 watts, and unlimited
Jours; UDAH, d/b as Z:le Brecadcasting Co., 51 Paso, Texas, license
t0 cover C. P, issued 5/19/30 to move transuititer and studio
1ocally, and install new equipment; Wi3R, Mempais Zroadcasiing Co.,

)

«t€idhis, Tenn., modification of license to rove siudio locally.

. - 11 -
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Applicatinns Other Than 3roadcasting

Oct. 239 — Hational Air Tramsoort, Inc., Planes#iC-438-H,*
NC-417-8, ¥C-191-E, NWC-424-E, HC-397-E, m,-42—3—ﬂ;* NC-4237-H * NO-423-E,
HC-4235-%, IG~414~:, KC—4Bl~r 30—490—%‘ H0—-413-H} NC-411-11* “G~8A15*
NC~8414-*JU~9609, NC—-9668%*, licenses for aircraft on 3106-3180 ! c. ,

15 watts; those starred, also 50 wa'tts.

]

Oct. 30 - Dr. Eugene V. Broushton, North Bend, Ore., new

C. P« for 1 ke., in 3000 kc. band and 1 kc. in 5000 kc. band, 250
watts; KAIXC, HC—985 H, XHNAZ, N0-369-N, KHIVL, NC-311-¥, Fational
Alr Tra qsao* In Wodllwca* ons of licenses :or ola“‘es in

<=r

frequency tc SlOo— 180 1 zc., 50 and 15 watts; WJK, Press :LleWGQu,
Inc., seedrem, llass., renewal of limited Uubllc license for 7370,
7835, 15070 1bBSO kc., B XVW; UJH, Press Tireless, Inc., “1cksv1lle

E=lhy =
I. 1., . 7. for chaage in location from Little Weck, L. I., to
e, o el freﬂauncy in <he

frox
Hictsville, ¥. Y.: Jax C. Hulino, new ©
followinz bands: 14000—14400 38000 30000, 56000-60000 kxce., 50 watts,

special experimental verv1ce.

.-7

’

Oct. 31 - Trustees of Tufis Colleze, fedford, Hass., UlXa',
renewal of exverimental license for 1804, 2393, 32358, 4795, 6435,
8650, 13850, 173C0 ! e, , 500 watts; Press ireless, Inc,3y xJP,
Cantiar sue Vlllame . Y.,and _HJA, Caicagd, Ili., Modification of
linited public Tidenses for change in frequencies to 4710, 4720,
4730, 47”0 4750, 4930, 4930, 4940, “OJO 4960, 43870, 4980, 4990,
SOOO 5280 5u9o ”"OO 531C, 5330, 30 5340, 5350, 5330, 7333.5.
7347, 5, 7502.9, 7377, 5 7817.5, 7632.5, 7647.5, 7813.5, 7837.5,
78:2.5 7857.5, 7910, 7040 7970, 15565, 15595, 15825, 15855, 15885,
5715, 157&5 158 éu, 1ﬁ803, 13890, 15925 ke. v¢ube sireless, L+td.s
KTK, fussel Roc“, Galif., €. . for additional tran Srit%er on 5535,
11050, 15580, 2331C0, 4118, 5615, 83830, 11020, 11080, 11140, 11200,
“ﬂ9OO Bulﬂo 500, 480 KC., 1,500 watts; XGQ, Iiuss el ock uall;.,
C, 2.77or additi nal bLaﬂ»nltﬁFm on 7430, 7445, 9410, 10930; 1480,
14890, 18820, 233700 kc., 13 XV, linited ““5110 serv1ce- WOXAll,

1”1ﬂ Natlwmal wiateh Co., zliin, Iil., wodification of 1icense to
cover J. P, for amateur bands in accordance with revised amateur
regulation, 500 watts, special exnerinental service,
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