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HIGH FREQUENCIES AGAIN DISTURBED BY THE SUN

Short-wave broadcasting and commercial radio communica-
tion in the high frequencies was seriously disrupted and for awhile
practicslly non-existant this week by another disturbance in the
ionosphere, some 200 miles above the earth's surface.

The United States Bureau of Standards, which has been
making a special study of the relation between megnetic disturb-
ances, sun-spots, and radio transmission gathered much more data
on the latest outburst, the most serious since October 24, 1935,

As yet the source of the trcuble has not been definitely
traced, and operators of high frequency transmitters have no
recourse but to send out signals on lower frequencies, Zven sub-
stantial increases in power do no good as the signals merely
break through the ionized layer and are lost in space.

Dr. J. H. Dellinger, Chief of the Rsdio Section of the
Bureau of Standards, first disclosed the action of the ionosphere,
formerly known as the Kennelly-Heaviside layer, in the magazine
Science, last Fall., He cited similar occurrences on March 20,
May 12, July 6, and August 30, 1935,

As explained by S. S, Kirby, Associate Physicist at the
Bureau cf Standards, there are three ionized regions above the
earth, The last, or highest of these, acts as a wall to reflect
the high radio frequencies. When this ionized region, for
reasons as yet undetermined, loses much of its ionization density,
it no longer stops the radio signals or reflects them back to the
earth for reception at some other point on the globe,

The ionosphere, which is actually extremely rarefied
atmosphere - too tnin to sustain human life - might be called
"charged air", Mr. Kirby said. When it no longer reflects radio
signals, it loses part of tnis "charge" or ionization density.

Long wave bfoadcasting or low or medium frequency radio
transmission is not disturbed by the change in the ionosphere as
the signals do not shoot up so high when transmitted.

The latest disturbance began April 18th and reached its
maximum intensity April 21-22.

While physicists at the Bureau have no means of checking
on chditions in the ionosphere over the globe, they are reasonably
confident that the disturbance is world-wide though not as sericus
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near the equator as near the North and South Poles. The condi-
tion 1s much worse in the daylight than at night.

The Bureau of Standards scientists hope to learn from
their accumulated data not only what causes the density changes
in the ianosphere but to determine the relatlions between magnetic
disturbances, sun-spot activity, and poor high-frequency radio
transmission,

A Bureau of Standards report on the October 24th dis-
turbance stated:

"At the time of a radio fadeout there is doubtless some
eruption on the sun much more sudden than the growth of a sun-
spot, which abruptly changes the rate at which the sun sends
certain waves or particles into the earth's atmosphere. Such
eruptions also produce magnetic disturbances.

"There has hitherto been no way of identifying particu-
lar magnetic disturbances associated with such eruptions. The
radio effects, on the other hand, are easily identified, and
further study of them may furnish means of closer insight into
the mysteries of magnetic disturbances and other effects closely
related to events on or in the sun."

XXXXXXXXXX
STATION CLAMOR FOR SUPER-POWER AWAITS WJZ GRANT

Several of the country's leading broadcasting stations
are awaiting with keen interest the action of the Federal Communi-
cations Commission on the application of the Natlional Broadcasting
Company for 500,000 watts power for WJZ, New York, If the FCC
grants a permit for this second super-power station, broadcasters
believe the way will be opened for several more at strategic
points throughout the United States, Station WHO, Des Moines,
also is awaiting action on a similar request.

Station WLW, Cincinnati, is the only station now hold-
ing a permit to broadcast with 500,000 watts. Admittedly an
experiment at the beginning, the station has proved its ability
to operate with ultra high power without disturbing other brosd-
casting stations, as had been feared,

_ Among the other stations reported ready to make applica-
tions for super-power permits, if the FCC shows a disposition to
act favorably on the move feor higher power, are WGN, Chicago, and
KFI, Los Angeles,

If super-power stations are authorized on the EZast and
West Coasts and in the Northwest, applications for similar grants
are sure to come from stations in the South and possibly Southwest.
Among the stations suggested as candicates for the honor are 4
WSM, Nashville, and WSB, Atlanta.

XXX XXXXX
n L



4/24/36

PRALL GUARANTEEDS FREE SPEECH IN PROGRAIM AWARDS

Freedem of speech over the alr, with safeguards, com-
mensurate with freedom of the press, was promlsed by Anning S.
Prall, Chairman of the Federal Communications Commission, in an
address at New York City, April 22nd, in connection with the
presentation of awards for outstanding radio nrograms by the
Women's National Radio Committee.

"In the condauct of the press and the radio, our
fundamental obligation is to respect freedom of speech", he said.
"The search for truth shall keep us free.

"The freedom of the press within the legsl limitations
to which I have referred, which conaitions bespeak the wisdom of
experience, 1s a precious inheritance. That freedom must be
extended to the radio, To the defense of thst freedom of the
press and the radio, we pledge, as aia our forefathers, our
lives and our sacred honor,

"It is inconceivable that, as in the dictator-ridden
countries of Europe, or even in Englana where the resdio is under
state control, there could be imposed by the Communications Com-
mission regulations that would mean a denial of the same degree
of free speech over the radio as 1s enjoyed by the press of our
country,

"But while that liberty should be granted and maintsined,
a degree -of reasonable restriction should be preserved. Namely,.
the protection of the government and its vrocesses including
Judicial action from violent disruption, and unlawfully crested
disrespect; the protection of individuals in good name end busi-
ness reputation; and the orotection of the morsls of the nublic
and of its right not to be defrosuded or deceived."

The program awards were:

The best educational program, "America's Town Meeting
of the Air", NBC-Blue network feature.

The best children's program, "Wilderness Road", a
Columbia Broadcasting ©ystem production.

The best non-~-musical program, the Flelschmann Variety
Hour with Rudy Vallee on the NBC-Red network.

The Cities Service Concert, heara over the NBC-Red netl-
work was chosen to recelve the award for li-ht music programs.

In the field ef serious music no awara was made because,
as Mme. Yolanda Mero-Irion, founder snd Acvisory Chalrman of the
Women's National Radio Committee, explained, "none of the
features considered conformed to the stanaaras established by the
Committee."
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Runners-up in the field of children's programs were
the NBC Appreciation Hour and the Singing Lady, heard over the
N3C-Blue network, and the American School of the Air of CRS.

Honorable mention in education went to the American
School of the Air, which placed.second, and NBC's University of
Chicago Round Table, third.

There were several subdivisions in the general classifi-
cation of non-musical. Comedy was one, with Jack Benny lesding,
Fred Allen (both of NB(C) a close second, and Burns and Allen (CBS)
@0 rd,

In the drama division, Leslie Howard, of CR2S, led with
NBC Rsaio Guila and CBS's Lux Theatre of the Air runners-up.
Ranking dramatic serials were One Man's Family, Today's Children,
Vic and Sade and Forever Young, all NBC.

The Columbia Experimental Drameas under the direction
of Irving Reis also came in for favorable mention., Among news
commentators, Gabriel Heatter, week-end broadcaster over the
NBC-Blue network, and Edwin C. Hill, also NBC, placed first
and second, with Boake Carter of Columbia third.

Fred Waring and His Pennsylvanians of NBC ranked
second in the light music division, Honorable mention in the
serious music group went to the Ford Sunday Hour, C3S (which
ranked second to NBC's General Motors) and to Frank Black's NBC
String Symphony.

Awaras were accepted by Edgar Kobak, Vice-President of
Lord and Thomes advertising agency, for the Cities Service
Concert; George V. Denny, Chairman of the program, for America's
Town Meeting of the Air, E. T. Smith, Vice-President of Standard
Brands, for Rudy Vallee's Variety Hour, and William S. Paley,
President of (CBS, for "Wilderness Road." .

-
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PAN AMERICAN GETS STATIONS FOR ATLANTIC FLIGHTS

Pan American Airways, Inc., this week was granted two
permits by the Telegraph Division of the Federal Communications
Commission for construction of aeronautical radio communicstion
stations in anticipation of a trans-Atlantic clipver service
similar to that recently inaugurated over the Pacific. One of
the stations 1s to be located at Port Washinzton, N. Y., and the

ﬁther "somewhere between Southampton and Amagensett, Long Island,
pe

Plans for the trans-Atlantic service were disclosed
when the FCC began inquiring as to the necessity for the stations.

X XXX XXXX
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COPYRIGHT SUB-COMIIITTEE EMBROILZD IN FIGHT

A sub-committee of the House Patents Committee held
two executive meetings this week in an unsuccessful effort to
reach an agreement on the three pending copyright bills, and
scheduled the next session for Monday morning,

Avpointment of the Sub-Committee wes announced April
22nd after the full Committee hed fought over whet action should
be taken, Fruitless moves were made to report out a bill immed-
lately and then to appoint the renking members of the Committee
on a Sub-Committee,

Chairman Sirovich, of the full Committee, who is an out-
spoken foe of the Duffy Bill, endorsed by organized broadcasters,
and a friend of ASCAP, was not placed on the Sub-Committee.
Instead, the chairmanship was given to Representative Lanham, of
Texas.

The other members are Representatives Deen, of Georgia;
O'Malley, of Wisconsin; Kramer, of California; Daly, of Pennsyl-
vania; Barry, of New York; Perkins, of New Jersey; Mcleod, of
Michigan; Hartley, of New Jersey; and Risk, of Rhoae Island, _
/ =
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FORMER SENATOR DILL APPLIZS FOR CAPITAL STATION

Shoula the Federal Communications Commission act favor-
ably on an application just received, former Senator Clarence C.
Dill, now a Washington, D. C., attorney, woulG be in a unique posi-
tion in the National Cepital.

Senator Dill has filed an application for a permit to
operate a radio station in the District of Columbia, using 100
watts power and the 1,3l0-kilocycle wave band now occuped by WCL,
The apolication is conditional, however, upon FCC anproval of
WOL's request for a shift in frequency to 1,230 kec. with 1,000
watts power. A heering on the latter ennlication has been set
for May 20th.

A rival applicant for WOL's wavelength is William Dolvph,
at present Sales Manager of WOL, and recently appoilnted Radio
Director for the Democratic Netional Committee. He is also a
brother-in-law of Herbert L. Pettey, retiring Secretary of the ¥Co.

Senator Dill a few years ago was the most powerful
legislator handling redio matters in Congress. He was co-author
of the Radio and Communications Act, creating the olda Federal
Radio Commission and its successor. Since retiring from politics
he has represented various radio interests before the FCC.

Retired members of Congress hsve become engazed in
dlvers pursuits in Washington, but Senator Dill is the first to
seek the role of a broadcaster. P
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GERMAN S-W STATIONS URGE REBROADCAST BY U. S. OUTLETS

Long-wave broadcssting stations in the United States
are being invited by the German Broadcasting System to pick up
and rebroadcast programs trensmitted by German short-wave stations
for American listeners. Apparently a move to impnrove German-~
American relations, the invitetion is the first to come formally
from a European nation,

In an effort to avoid any obstacles to the rebroadcasts,
the German Broadcasting System has agreec to withhold any musical
numbers that might cause American stations trouble with the copy-
right owners, Thls gesture was made after a Washington, D. C..
station was forced to cut off a German program suddenly on account
of a musical plece that the U. S. station was unlicensed to broad-
cast.

Kurt G. Sell, American representative of the German
Broadcasting System, addressed a letter to stations in this
country recently calling attention to a specilal preview broadcast
of forthcoming Olympic Games by the. German short-wave station
DJD, Berlin, on 25.49 meters, or 11,77 megacycles.

Explainihg that the time had been fixed for the conven-
ience of American listeners at 9:15 P.M., EST, he added:

"We urge you take one or all of these programs for
rebroadcast, If you have not tuned in on DJD so far, you will be
surprised at the fine reception one is able to get.on that wave-
length, The talks will last from 10 to 15 minutes, will be in
the English language only and will contain nothing which might
interfere with your present copyright problems, that is, no
copyrighted music will be played. If you decide to take one or
several and wish to have your station mentioned in these broad-
casts from Berlin, please let me know and I shall notify Berlin."

X XXX XXXX
THREE LICENSES RENTZWED AS WEVD CHANGES REQUIST

The licenses of StationsWHAZ, Troy, N. Y., WFAB. New
York City, and WBBR, Brooklyn, N. Y., this week were renewed
by the Federal Communications Commission because WEVD, one of
the stations involved in the "Brooklyn case", had amended its
application from asking 1300 kc. to 140C ke,

The Commission will hold a rehearing on the "Brooklyn
case" on May 7th.

X XXX XXXXX
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PRESS~RADIO BUREAU EXPANSION PROPOS=ZD TO ANPA

Expansion of the Press-Radio Bureau's service so as to
enlist more broadcasting stations and constant vigilance upon
the part of publishers to prevent government officials or
advertisers from restricting the freedom of the air were recommend-
ed to the American Newspaper Publishers' Association April 23rd
in New York City.

E. H. Harris, Chairman of the Publishers' Radio Committee,
also urged the newspaper owners to continue their fight against
illegal broadcasting of their news.

The Committee advocated adoption of a resolution that
the Press-Radio Bureau be continued for another year, The Com-
mittee advocated stuay of means to cut the Bureau's distribution
costs, so that more radio stations in the Wouth and West, which
cannot afford to pay the wire costs from New York, will use the
service.

Mr. Herris in his report emphasized the power which has
been granted by Congress to the Federal Communications Commission
over the radio, telegraph and telephone, as well as "dictatorial
powers assumed" by the Commission, and charged that this situa-
tion had opened the door "for the Government to attempt to intim-
idate the press.”

The Committee revort asserted that the press and radio
should cooperate in the public good and for the benefit of the
country as a whole. Pointing out thet the operation of broadcast
stations was in the nature of a monopoly of the air controlled by
privete capital under government domination, Mr. Harris said thet
its monopolistic feature was its greatest weekness. This was so,
he explained, because broadcast stations must always be licensed
by the government, and because they can operate only in a very
limited number of radio channels, opening the door "for control
as to who shall spesk and in some cases what shall be said."

"Some groups affiliated with the radio industry and some
connected with the government", he continued, "have gone so far
as to state that radio broadcasting and its affiliates, facsimile
printing and television, eventually will supplant the newspapers.

"The fallacy of these statements is apparent at a glance
With the ratification of the first amendment to our Constitution,
the press was freed not only of licensing hut of any governmentsl.
control whatever,

"Journalism could not exist if it were subject to a
government license. Radio brosdcasting, facsimile printing and
television by their very nature must always be under government
license, Attemps of radio to function in the field of journalism
myst fail because a government license destroys the freedom on
winich any journalistic endeavor rests.
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"If radio broadcasting, facsimile printing and tele-
vision ever Jeopardize the functlons of the press, they will do
so only when these facilities are used for propaganda purposes
to retard the work of the press, and the press by a lack of
vigilance has aided in its own destruction,

"The control of debate, the utilization of redio for
government propaganda, and censorship of news over the air are
possibilities in radio, even probabillties. They are unthinkable
as to the press."

Mr. Harris pointed out that steps have already been
taken in the direction of control, propaganaa and censorship of
radio., Saying that the efforts of the Committee to keep the
presentation of news over the air free from censorship and to
protect the property rights of newspapers in news which they have
gathered, have led to false charged that the newspavers are war-
ring against radio, he went on:

"As an indication that there is no hostile feeling on
the part of the press toward radio, it is only necessary to point
out that the newspapers and press associations during the last two
years have made avallable the entire news services of the three
press associations to all broadcasting stations without charge.
Thereby they are offering protection to all radio stations on news
throughout the twenty-four hours of the day and night. The only
conditions are that this news shall not be comingled with adver-
tising or connected with an advertising program and that it be
broadcest in the form given and at pesriods of value to the listen-
ing public."

Mr, Harris attacked the practice of some broesdcasters
and some news agenciles which supply the news of selling news
programs for sponsorship by advertisers.

"The sale of news to any broadcasting station or to any
advertiser for sponsorship over the air', he said "is Jjust as
unsound as if the newspapers sold news to their advertisers and
then permitted them to comingle this news in their advertising
copy. How long woula the newspapers hola the confidence of the
public as media for the dissemination of information if they
adopted such a policy? The same principle is applicable to radio
stations which permit such a policy."

In urging the sepansion of the Press-Radio Bureau, MNr.
Harris said that the National Broadcasting System has expressed
its desire to continue it and finance it for another year.

He recommended that the Committee be authorized to teke
up with such stations plans for s more economicel distribution of
the Bureau reports, and that The Associsted Press, United Press
and the International News Service be requested to continue to
Cooperate by supnlying its news revorts to the Bureau.

The resolution offered by the Harris Committee follows:

"Resolved, that the Press-Rsdio Bureau be continued for
another year and that The Associsted Press, the United Press and
the International News Service be requested to coomerete with the
SBureau during that period, so that its news reports mey be avail-
able to all radio broadcast stetions desire to use them."

It was to be acted upon todeyv, April 24th,

XXXXXXXX - 9 -
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FCC PERMITS MILITARY TESTS BY RADIO-TELEGRAPH

Operators of radio-telegraph and raaio-telephone sta-
tions this week were informed by the Federal Communications Com-
mission that they may engage in military and navel tests, pro-
viding they obteain government authorization and FCC approvel,

The treining is expected to make the wireless communice-
tion facilities susceptible to immediate adeption to emergency
measures in case of war,

The FCC order reads:

"Rule 212(a) The licensee of any radio-telegraph or
radl o-telephone station, other than broadcast, may, if proper
notice from. authorized government representetives is filed with
and approved by the Commission, utilize such stations for mili-
tary or naval test communications (messages not necessary for
the conduct of ordinary governmental business) in preparation
for national defense during the period or periods stated in said
notice subject to the sole condition that no interference of any
service of another country will result therefrom. Nothing here-
in or in any other reguletion of the Commission shall be con-
strueg to requlre any such station to participate in any such
test.

XEEB XY XX
FIVE MC CLATCHY STATIONS JOIN NBC NETWORK

The National Broadcasting Company this week continued
its expansion progrem by adding five McClatchy--owned newspaper
stations to its list of arfiliated outlets. The stations are
now associated with the Columbia Broadcasting System through the
Don Lee network, This action came close on the heels of a tie-
up with three Yankee Network stations - WHAC, Boston; WEAN,
Providence, and WICC, Bridgeport-New Haven,

These stations, 21l owned and opereated by the McClatchy
Newspapers, consist of the following: KFBK, Sacreamento, 5,000
watts; KMJ, Fresno, 1,000 watts; KOH, Reno, Nevada's only sta-
tion, 500 watts; end KWG, Stockton and KZIRN, Bakersfield, Cal.,
both 100 watts. These stations gerve the productive Sacramento
and San Joaquin Valleys, and adjacent Nevace, which is approxi-
mately the same territory covered by the McClatchy newspapers:
the Sacramento Bee, the Fresno Bee and the Modesto Ree,

The Sacramento Bee wes the first newspaper to build anc
operate a broadcasting station on the Pacific Coest. What was
later to become KFBK was started by this newspaper in 1920, a
five-watt station later discontinued by popular request becausec
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its strength interfered with the reception of distant stations.
The station was re-established in 1923, and is the only station
on record to Jump 1its power from 100 watts directly to 5,000
watts.

The four Cslifornia stations, KFBK, KMJ, KWG and KERN,
will join NBC's networks January 1, 1937, or as soon as eXisting
commitments expire. KOH, Reno, will become an NBC station
February 15, 1937, These five stations at present are associated
with the Columbia Broadcasting System through the Don Lee network.
Four of these stations will be optionsl Red or Blue network
stations, taking sustaining and commercial programs from both
circuits., KERN, the fifth, will be added to the NBC-Blue network.

XXXXXXXX
NBC CONTINUZS "ECONOMY'" DISMISSALS

As a part of a general reorganization plan to effect
economies, and to divert the savings from those economies to
other expansion moves, National Broadcasting Company last week
let out about 50 people, mainly in the general service depart-
ment and mainly in the way of page boys and reception clerks,
according to Billboard. This follows the release of 15 or 18
hostesses, Dismissals were in the press, sales and music depart-
ments, in addition to the service department affected. The
Program and Artists' Bureau setups will next be given a pruning,
it was added.

Ma jor Lenox Lohr, NBC President, who is instituting
the cutting down of personnel, is said to believe that the net-
work was previously overburdened as to staff and that there was
far too much waste motion. The cutting down, it is felt, will
bring about not only a centralization in the various departments,
but an improvement in efficiency. Major Lohr is said to have
established the fact that, before this cutting was instituted,
NBGC had twice as many employees as CBS and didn't need them.

In the newly set up general service department, of
which Walter Preston is hesd, about 30 page boys were let out,
with another half dozen expected to be dropped this week. In
addition, a number of cleaners and porters were discharged.
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INDUSTRY NOTES :::

Radio market reports were issued this week by the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce on the following: Austria,
Philippine Islands, Morocco, and Greece. Coples are available at
25 cents each,
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Harry G. Ommerle, formerly Assistant Director of the
Radio Department of N. W. Ayer & Son, Inc., will join the Columbia
Broadcasting System on Monaay, April 27th, as Assistant Director
of Program Service, Mr. Ommerle was with N. W. Ayer for five
years.,
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Economy Rubber Products Co., 600 Burkhardt Ave., Dayton,
Ohio, selling "Tiger-Grip Tire Patches", has been ordered by the
Federal Trade Commission to cease and desist from msking exag-
gerated and misleading representations as to the value and
efficiency of its product, and concerning the earnings of 1its
salesmen in advertisements or circulars, on labels, or by radio
broadcasts.
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Neal Gordon Keehn, formerly Assistant Manager and
Program Director of WCLO, Janesville, Wis., hes Joined the head-
quarters production staff of the Affiliated Broadcasting Co., in
Chicago.

David F. Crosier, for the past six years Radio Director
of Pedlar & Ryan, Inc., New York, has joined ARBC's New York sales
staff. Previously Mr, Crosier was with the Columbia Broadcasting
System and prior to that spent many years in the publishing field.

C. L. Moon, formerly national representative for the
New York Evening Post and World Telegram, previously identified
with the magazine field, has been appointed Zastern representative
of the Roesler station representative organization, Mr. Moon's
headquarters are located in the Lincoln Building in New York City.
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"Philips do Brasil", the branch sales organization in
Brazil of the Philips Company of Holland, has just been conceded
a banking charter by the Federal Government for the ostensible
purpose of engaging in discounting and other banking activities
in connection with the financing of instalment sales of radios,
according to an announcement this week by Andrew W. Cruse, Chief
of the Electrical Division, U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce,
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