. HEINL RADIO BUSINESS LETTER

, D. C.
/ 2400 CALIFORNIA STREET WASHINGTON
/

CONFIDENTIAL—Not for Publication ; R T

f

[

i .
V 4 ‘ = L”
/ n i :
5 1 i l: e

{oa o
?x\\l;

RO \.Recounts History, Future of TelevisioN...................... 2
FCC Approves Hearst Purchases at Special Meeting................ 3
Press Radlo Bureau Editor Calls Radio Insecure................. 4
S ale of WOV for $300,000 Awalts FCC Approval............. .. . ..° 4
Radlo B oosts "Extra" On Murder Break...............o..oooonnoo.. .. 5
Ohinese Schools To Get 5,000 Radio Sets............ . 6
Flve More Stations Quit NAB Over Copyright Row....... ......... .6
German Television Station On High Mountain,..................... 7
Radio May Replace Phone In National FOTest..................... .8
G. 0. P. Uses "Chain" Plan To Get Listeners........... . ... o ool ANE
Hearst Seeks New Washington Station On 1240 e o< v e .9
WCBD Move To Chicago Favored By Examiners.,.........u.uuuuuu... 5
New Educational Programs Released By U. S...... ... ..., L o o A S
Radio Set Popular With Foreign Legion............ 000 0o Do NS .10
FCC Explains Dual Use of Antenna........... e 11
Pacific Isles Soon To Have Radio Stations............ R 11
1926-35 Radio Tube Exports By U. S. Are Tabulated............ L
India To Make Transmitter Specifications............c...o..... 5o L2
Phonograph Sales Boostead By Radio............... T e - oo e e 2
CBS July Sales Up 42% In Seventh Record Month. .. .. R 2T\ 12
No., 954

Oﬁieg\ M



RCA RECOUNTS HISTORY, FUTURE OF TELEVISION

Although television 1s not yet ready for publie serv-
ice in this country, the Radlo Corporation of America has Just
published a comprehensive resume of recent technical developments
in the art and a forecast of its future,

T he book, covering 452 pages, consists of addresses and
papers previously dellvered on television by RCA officials and
engineers, but altogether 1t gives a broad view of the newest form
of communication that has the whole industry talking and wondering.

Opening with past addresses by David Sarnoff, President
of the RCA, the volume presents & broad view of the possible effect:z
of television on radio, advertising, and the llstener. It then
launches into a series of papers on technical aspects of the art.

The purpose of the collection of papers, published by
RCA Institutes Technical Press, New York, is explained in the fol-
lowing foreword::

"When the Radlo CGorporation of America began to speed
the development of télevision more than fifteen years ago, its
engineers immediately recognized that the future of the new art lay
entirely in the field of electronics,

WAt that time, however, there was as yet no starting

' point from which progress in an electronics method could be begun,

The engineers were faced with the problem of moving forward from the

| then existing rotating scanning-disk system to a new method lying

in a totally different division of sclence.

"How this was done, beginning with the inventions of
Dr. V. K. Zworykin for transmission and reception and proceeding
by evolutionary gsteps until mechanical means had been entirely re-~

| placed by electron rays, 18 now part of the history of television.

For several years, the new system has been the subject of intensive
and continuous research work, carried on at the expense of many
million dollers, and today 1t has reached a high stage of develop-
ment in the laboretory. What its efficlency will be under actual
Service conditions 1s now being determined by extensive field tests
through which the many problems to be solved before commercial
television is a reality will be answered.. Whatever further modifi-
cations may be necessary, one thing is certain; by carrying on the
development of television in the fleld of electronics, the art

has been released from the limitation of things mechanical and

~ has been placed on a sound, fundamental base for further progress.
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It is the forward looking policy of RCA to continur this
development in a spirit of cooperation with the radio industry; to
achieve standsrds of television, not as a replacement of the present
system of broadcasting but to carry the art another stop forward in
usefulness by adding sight to already existing f-cilities. Other
manufacturers already have recelved licenses to use the results
of RCA's extensive research work and its inventions in television
receivers and in the tubes used in such recclivers, in order that
the fullest possible use and freedom may be given to the expression

of the art in public service."

XL XHBEXX
FCC APPROVES HEARST PURCHASES AT SPECIAL MEETING

Reversing its previous decision to hold a public hear-
ing, the Federal Communications Uommission at a special meeting
the latter part of last week approved the transfer of the two
remzining stations of the Southwest Broadcasting System to Hearst
Radio, Inc. No explanation was given for the abrupt action.

The sales approved were those of KOMA, Oklahoma City,
for some $ 75,000 and WACO, Weco, Texas, for $50,000. Last spring
the FCC had passed upon the sale of KTSA, San Antonio, and KNOW,
Austin, Texas, to Hearst for $180,000 and $50,000 respectively,
also without a hearing. The commlission action brings the Hearst-
owned rszdio stations to ten.

_ The Commlssion at the same time approved the sale of
the firth Southwest System station, KTAT, Fort Worth, to Raymond
Buck, Fort Worth attorney,

The two new stations which Hearst acquires are CBS out-
lets, KOMA operates on 1480 ke., a high-power regional channel,
with 5,000 watts. WACO is assigned to the locel cheannel of 1420 kc.,
with 100 watts. No announcement has been made by Hearst Radio Inc.
regarding personnel, but it is assumed that these stations also
will be under the regional direction of Elliott Roosevelt, son of
the President and Vice-President of Hearst Radio, Inec.

The ten stations now owned by Hearst are WINS, New
York; WCAE, Pittsburgh; WBAL, Baltimore; WISN, Milwaukee; KYA, San
Francisco; KEHE, Los Angeles, and the Southwest stations-~KTSA,;
KNOW, KOMA, WACO.

XXXXXXX X
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PRESS RADIO BUREAU EDITOR CALLS RADIO INSECURE

Speaking on the Public Service Forum over Stetion WOV,
New York, recently, James W. Barrett, editor of the Press Radio
Bureau lsuded the services of both the press and the radio but
asserted that the latter's existence depends upon the will of
Congress.

"In America," he said, "both press and radlo have taken on
the charecter of public servants, though condaucted for private
profit, Each 1s esger to bring you the latest news and the amartes*
and most intelligent comment on the news; each brings you the
opinions of nrominent men end women on the importent questions and
problems of the day; each 1s eager to cooperate with the medical
profession, the churches, the welfare agencies, with state and city
and federal authorities and all the other great servants of society.
e ell saw recently how effectively press and radio cooperated in
the nationel drive for safety on the streets and highways.

"But there -are lmportant points of difference between
these two great afencies, The press in America rests on a solid
foundation of liberty, wherees radio exists by the will of the
Congress and could be abolished by act of Congress. We are all
femillar with the announcement that opens each radio day and closes
each redio night. 'This 1s station so and so of the such and such
company, broadcasting on a frequency of so many kilycycles by
Authority of the Feceral Communications Commission.'

"No such announcement, appears at the masthead of your
daily newspaper. But there was such a time when it did. That was
back in the early days of American Journalism, in the Colonial
. period. The newspepers, mostly weeklies, came out with the heading,
. ‘Published by authority,' And in his history of American Journal-
ism, Professor James Melvin Lee wrote: !Nothing &id more to hinder
the development of American journslism than the requirement, "pub-
lished by authority."!'

" And he adds, 'Freedom of the Press geme only after a
hard-fought struggle, ' )

X XXXXXXX
SALE OF WOV FOR $300,000 AWAITS FCC APPROVAL
Only the approwval of the Federal Communications Com-
mission stands in the way of the transfer of WOV, New York, from
el to Arde Bulova, watch menufeeturer. The deal, under
negotiation for seversl weeks, was consummated last week with a-

price of $300,000.
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The trensfer upsets plans whereby the Peulist Fathers,
omners of WLWL, would have bought anc scrappec WOV, and then
leased or sold WLWL, which would have acquired full time on l;Agc.,
to CBS. Mr. Bulova may now acquire WLWL on somewhat the same terms.

e WX X X X
RADIO BOOSTS "EXTRA" ON MURDER BREAK

One of the few instances of complete cooperation be-
tween a newspaper owned station anc the newspapaper in producing en
extra merked the break in the story, August 9, of the confession of
Martin Moore, 228-year-old Negro hall boy of the Battery Park Hotel
at Asheville, North Carolina, for the murder of Miss Helen C levenrer,
New York University co-ed, July 16, according to Ecitor snd Pub-
lisher.

The newspaper owned station in Asheville periocically
broadcast bulletins with the announcement that an extra would be
published, resvlting in the sale of 25,000 copies despite the fact
that a competitor had preciously put out two extras.

The expected break was kept so quiet that all but Ashe-
ville newspapermen were caught unawares.

! Radio station W WN6, operating in conju ction with the
“Asheville Citizen-Times" its owner, broadcast a bulletin and the
ennouncement that the newspaper would publish an extra as soon as
all details were complete. The same bulletin was announced seversl
gimes between broadcasts while newspepermen worked on the complete
story.

The Times' extra did not get into the streets until two
hours after the first bulletin which was made on the sheriff's
announcement at 1:30 P. M,

When the extra did hit the streets at 3:30, the radio
iggouncement&~had brought hundreds of peoPle to the déors of tie
spaper office for the edition. According to the Times, more then

25,000 copies were s i 1
o e oS Asheville'soégée?hiCh 1s believed to be e record for

XXXXXXXX

American exports of radio during the fiscal year ending
ggne 30 totalled $26,176,153, an increase of 3.76 percent over the
lszal year of 1935, according to RMA compilations of official re-
POTts of the United States Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.

XXXXXXXX
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CHINESE SCHOOLS TO GET 5,000 RADIO SETS

Utilization of the radio and motion picture as a
means of education forms the principal feature of a comprehensive
program worked out by the Chinese Ministry of Education for the
promotion of popular education, according to the United States
Commercial Attache at Shanghai.

All nrovinces and municinalities, according to the nro-
Ject, will be instructed to install a totel of 5,000 radio re-
celvers within the year to receive educational broadcasts. In-
stallation subsidies willl be granted by the Ministry of those
provinces and municipalities which are in need of funds. Radio
operators will be trainec anc sent to the provinces and munici-
palities to take care of the radio apparatuses. a

Meanwhile, different broadcasting stations will be
instructed to sponsor educational programs on the air. Radilo

byloadcasts will be arranged by the Ministry ana will be published

in book form afterwards.

XX e X X X X
// FIVE MORE STATIONS QUIT NAB OVER COPYRIGHT ROW

Following the lead of Isaac D. Levy, of WCAU, Phila-
Celphia, who left the ranks of organized broadcasters in a huff
in July, five more broadcasting stations have quit the National
Association of Broadcasters, it was learned this week.

They are WNAC, Boston, WEAN, Providence, and WICC,
Bridgeport, three of the four stations owned by John Shepard 3d,
Yankee Network president; WSYR, S yracuse, headed by Harry S.
Wilder, and WGST, Atlanta, prinipally owned by Sam Pickard, CBS
vice president.

Mrs. 8 hepard asserted that he had withdrawn three of
his four stations because he wes not in sympathy with the NAB
Copyright Bureau project. With one station~~WAAB, Boston~-remain-
ing in the trade association, he ceclared he still is a member of
the NAB. He said that he was in no way fostering any anti-NAB
movement.
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A similar view was taken by Mr. Wilcer, in submitting
the resignation of WSYR. He said he coulc not go along with NAB
policies anc particularly disliked the "network baiting". He
said also that he had no intention of Jjolning any second associa-~
tion as that proposed by Mr. Levy.

XXXXXXXX
GERMAN TELEVISION STATION ON HIGH MOUNTAIN

The Reichspost has decided to transform the televislon
broadcasting station on the Brocken (the highest mountain in the
Harz, Prussian Province of Saxony) from ean experimentel station
into a regular station, according to the Americen Consulste at
Leipziyiz. The television broadcasting experiments, which were

made on the Brocken during the pest year, are saic¢ to have now
been satisfactorily concluded. The erection of the broacdcasting
station, according to the report, 1s to be begun within the next
few days. The lnauguration is expected to take place next year.

The report further s¥ates that a secona television
broadcasting station will be erected on the Feldberg in the Taunus,
Province of Hesse~Nassau, where the necesSary experiments have
likewise been completed.

According to the report, these two broadcasting stations
will be the sterting-points of a decisive development with regard
to television in Germany. It is said that they will be followed
by other television broadcasting stations until even the smallest
place in Germany will be connected with the television service.

XXXXXXXX

‘ Introduction of an ordinance in the Milwaukee city
council to prohibit automobile radio was followed promptly by
opposition from RMA and Milwaukee jobbers and dealers and further
consideration of the nronosed ordinance hss been nostnoned at
1§ast until October. If revived or reintroduced the ordinance
Wl}} be vigorously opposed by RMA, the automotive and also the
raqio trade, broadcasters', motorists' organizations and others.

XXXXXXXX
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RADIO MAY REPLACE PHONE IN NATIONAL FOREST

Racdlo may soon replace telcphone communication in the
Monongahela National Forest of West Virginia. Providing experi-
ments now uncder way prove successful, radio sending and receiving
sets will be installed in lookout towers, ranger stations, anc the
supervisor's office in Elkins, making communication in case of fire
more rapid and efficlent.

According to M. R. Squibb, forest service radio special-
ist in charge of the experiments, the sets are compact enoush to
be carried directly to the fire line by the filizhters. 1In this
way the man on the fire can keep in communication with the central
office and the forest guard on the lookout, releying existing con-
ditions and calls for help, without the necessity of stringing
miles of emergency lines.

S mEgE oK X X X

G. 0. P. USES "CHAIN" PLAN TO GET LISTENERS

Seeking to increase the number of listeners to Re~
publican broadcasts, the radio division of the Republican Nation-
al Committee has applied the chain-letter system over a nation-
wide hook-up.

The announcer for William Hard, the committee's com-
mentator, asked his listeners to become "radio captains" or
guiding spirits" in a Republican telephone chain. This is how it
works:

Whenever an important Republican program is scheduled,
these radio captains will telephone five friends who in turn will
call five of their friends, thereby spreadlng word that Mr.

Hard's "news for voters" or some other important Republican
utterance is to go out on the sirwaves.

XXXXXXXX
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HEARST SEZKS NEW WASHINGTON STATION ON 1240 KC.

B locked in an attempt to force the heirs of M. A.
Leese to sell WMAL, Hearst Radio, Inc., this week filed an appli-
cation for a new broadcasting station in Washington, D.",. for
operation on 1840 kec., 1 kw. power, unlimited time, using a 4~ rect-
ional antenna.

Both the Washington Post and the Washington Daily News
are also seeking radio outlets in the National Capitgl. .

XXXXXXXX

WCBD "MOVE TO CHICAGO FAVORED BY EXAMINERS

The Federal Communications Commission thils week was
advised by Examiner George H. Hill to permit the transfer of
WCBD, Waukegan, Tllinois, from Wilbur Glenn Voliva, Ernest E. Har-
wood, and M. J. Mintern to Gene Dyer, E. M. Ringwald, L. E.
Moulds, ana W. F, Moss and to permit the station to disignate its
Chicago studlio its main studio, thus in effect making it a Chica-
go outlet.

XXXXXXXX
NEW EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS RELEASED BY U, 8.

The crusade to improve radio broadcasting through the
presentation of educational programs of quality has advanced an-
other step under the direction of the Educational Radio Project
of the United Stetes Department of the Interior.

The latest series will be known as "Interviews With the
Past" and is being prepared in finished script form for the use
of local stations rather than for network presentation. Joint
announcement of the series' completion comes from United States
Comnissioner of Education J. W. Studebaker and James W. Baldwin,
menaging director of the National Association of Broadcasters.

"Interviews W ith the Past" are imeginary interviews

by a group of reporters for a school paper--the subjects being
Benjemin Franklin, William Shakespeare, Queen Elizabeth, Napoleon

e
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Bonaparte, Catherine of Russia and George Washington. DPassages
placed in the mouths of these historical figures are taken faith-
fully from exatt language recorded in history.

XXXXXXXX
RADIO. SET POPULAR WITH FOREIGN LEGION

Among the 48,000 receiving sets which have just been
registered throughout Algeria one is well worth mention, according
to World Radio, British Broadcasting Corporation organ. This is
the property of the soldiers of the Foreign Legion. It hes been
installed at Bel-Abbes, the credle of the legion, where 211 the
newly-enlisted soldiers meke acquaintance for the first time with
the famous regiment, andé to which, after watching over the front
of the French overseas Empire, they come back to rest.

This set deserves the name of "speaker-singer of zll the
European eountries." It soon proved the best conrade to these
nen--to the young, as well as to the grey-headed ones--come from
all perts of Europe, and serving France, more often than not
under a false nene.

A theatre, & band of musicians-~famous even beyond
algeria~--a large library equipped with books and magazines written
in many tongues, and a large, comfortable leisure room were the
chief attractions offered to them by their new family-in-uniform
pricr to the newest asset, the receiving set.

In the evening, grouped around the small magical box,
& soldier will switch on, and a distant voice--the voice of the
never-forgotten native lend--~is heard; a voice from London...from
qurid. .from Berlin...from Rome...a relay from a near-Eastern
village... Perhaps there is no volce, however strange, that cannot
wake an echo in some bosom in that room, and cause some hard-faced
goldier to pause in a geme of cards, or close the book he is read-
ing, the better to listen to a song which perhaps he heard or sang
yonder in his village. Such is this queer link with many Home-
lands--perhaps the only contact meny of them will ever know again.

The concert lasts till, outside, the bugle sounds the
curfew, ‘

XXXXXXXX
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FCC EXPLAINS DUAL USE OF ANTENNA

Because of requests from various broadcest licensees
for authority to use a common radiating system for two or more
redio stations, the Brosdcast Division of the FCC has made the
following ruling in this regard:

"Two or more broadcast stations owned by the same li-
censee mey be permitted to use a common antenna, but different
licensees will not Dbe authorized to :se the same antenne simul-
taneously since both licensees under such conditions of operation
cannot have complete control of all the apparatus which directly
controls the external effects of the station."

XXXXXXXX
PACIFIC SLES S®ON TO HAVE RADIO STATIONS

Radio stations on Bakexr, Howland and Jarvis Islands,
1,000 miles south of Honolulu, will be sending reports to the out-
side world within three months, 1t was reported this week when
the Coast Gu rd cutter Itasca docked at Honolulu with a group of
eight boy colonists.

W. T. Miller of the United States Department of Com-
nerce and R. B. Black of the Department of the Interior, who made
the cruises sald dwellings being erected on the three mid-Pacific
specks of land were virtually completed. When the Itasca sails
out again in October or November, radio equipment will be taken
along., Aeroclogical stations on Jarvis and Howland Islands are now
gathering upper-air data, which will be tabulated and which will
Ee the chief subject matter transmitted when radio operation is

egun.

XXXXXXXX
1926-~35 RADIO TUBE EXPORTS BY U.S. ARE TABULATED

United States exports of radio receiving tubes from
1926 t» 1935, inclusive, are tabulated by countries and years in
tablgs Just released by the electrical division of the Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce. Copies may be obtained at 25 cents
from the Commerce Department.

XXXXXXXX
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INDIA TO MAKE TRANSMITTER SPECIFICATIONS

Unofficial information indicates that the Department
of Posts anG Telegraphs of the Government of India is shortly to
issue type specifications for various sizes of radio broadcasting
transmitters for future purchase in India, according to the United
States Trade Commission at Calcutta.

Firms 211 over the world will be requested to make bids
in exact accordance with these specifications and the Posts and
Telegraphs Department will decide in conjunction with the Indian
Stores Department which bids are the better for various individual
sizes and it is then probable that purchases will be made for
future requirements from the firms so selected.

XXXXXXXX
/" " PHONOGRAPH SALES BOOSTED BY RADIO

A 150% gain in sales of phonogreph records since 1933
is credited mainly to redio by executives of the music merchandis-
irg business, according to announcement by NBG. The boom in record
sales as a result of broadcasting comes ¢n the heels of a report
by the National Piano Manufacturing Association that radio was
iargely responsible for a 300% increase in piano sales during the
past year.

NBC points out that radio hes not only educeted listen-
ers to appreciate music but has created in them a cdesire to parti-
cipate to the extent of selecting thelr own proiresms and artists.

XXXXXXXX

CBS JULY SALES UP 42% IN SEVENTH RECORD MONTH

. Time sales on the CBS network for July, 1936, totalled

$ 1,292,775, an increase of 42% over billings for July, 1935,
marking the seventh consecutive month that CBS revenue has increased
the gap between this and lest year's figures. 6Gumulative total

for the first seven months of 1936 is $12,478,550, an increase

of 23,1% over the seme period in 1935.

XXX XXXXX
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