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McNINCH, WHEELER CONFER; BILL IS HELD UP

Chairman Frank R. McNinch, of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, and Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Chairman of the
Interstate Commerce Committee, conferred again Friday on the
provosed reorganization of the Federal Communications Commission
but did not make public the draft of the measure which is
scheduled to abolish the seven-man agency.

Meanwhile, 1t appeared likely that the nomination of
Commissioner Norman S. Case for another seven-year term on the
FCC will be favorably reported while the Senate 1s in recess
over the week-end. Due to the fact that Commissioner Case's term
will last only until the reorganization is effected, Senator
Wheeler abandoned the idea of holding an executinv hearing on
the nominee.

While details of the reorgsnization bill were still
held secret, persons close to Senator Wheeler sald that while he
is willing to go along with Mr. McNinch and President Roosevelt
in reducing the size of the Commission, he will insist that it
remain an independent agency.

Any effort to plece the Commission under the Commerce
Department, as originally suggested in the Administration's
governmental reorganization report, will be blocked before it
begins, Senator Wheeler is said to have told Mr. McNinch,

The Montana Senstor has said that he will confer with
Senator White (R.), of Maine, before introducing the bill, but it
is expected that the measure will be offered to the Senate some-
time next week.

Whether public hearings will then be held is still un-
certain, but some members of the Interstate Commerce Committee are
known to be prepared to demand a full inquiry before approving
the measure, regardless of the promise of more adequate hearings
in connection with the adoption of definite policies for the
Commission.

The report also was current this week that a report on
the application of the Communications Act and recommendations as
to its amendment is being prepared under the direction of the
Corcoran~Cohen group of presidential advisors and will be submit-
ted to Congress before it tackles the poliey questions.

Despite official denials, Thomas G. Corcoran, who thils
week went to Baltimore for a major operation, is known to have
had a2 leading hand in persuading the President that the reorgani-
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zation is necessary, and it is believed that he has directed the
writing of the measure now supposedly being prepared by Chalrman
McNinch and the FCC.

The House Rules Committee, meanwhile, is marking time
and has shown no indication thet 1t will take up the Wigglesworth
and Connery resolutions calling for a thorough investigation of
the Communications Commission and the radio industry in the
immediete future.

The dissatisfaction with the FCC, however, 1s due to be
ailred next week when the House Appropriations Committee reports
the Independent Offices Supply Bill, carrying the FCC budget.

The report is expected to be msde public on Monday.

XXXXXXXX
COURT UPHOLDS LIBEL VERDICT IN JOLSON CASE

A new instance of the danger of unintentional 1libel
that constantly threatens radio broadcasting stations alarmed the
industry this week.

A Pittsburgh court held the National Broadcasting Company
libel for $15,000 damages for a "gag line" inserted in a radio
interview by Al Jolson, The court upheld a Jjury verdict awarding
damages to the Summit Hotel of Uniontown, Pa. on a slander charge.

The opinion, returned by Judges W. Heber Dithrich, John J.
Kennedy and Thomas Crichton of Tioga County, held the radio cor-
poration responsible for Mr. Jolson's alleged slanderous remark,
The utterance took place more than three years ago, during an inter-
view with Sam farks, then national open golf champion and profes-
sional at the hotel.

"That's a rotten hotel", Mr. Jolson is alleged to have
sald during the interview. The remark, the hotel management assert-
ed, cost them thousands of dollars in business,

The broasdcasting company argued that it was not respons-
ible, since it had not employed Mr. Jolson and the reported phrase
was not in his script.

The hotel originally sought $100,000, but received
$15,000 in a verdict last October. Mr. Jolson was not named in the
suit,

The case is believed to be the first of its kind and the
courts interpretation, it is held, put radio corporations under the
same 1libel responsibilities as newspaper publishers.

Judge Dithrich said in his decision: "This opinion
mekes the radio company's position analogous to thet of the pub-
lisher of a newspaper. In other words, the company is responsible
for what is broadcast."

The 1liability, he said, applies both to programs for
which the broadcasting company engages entertainers and to commer-
cial broadcasts.

XXXXXXX
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NAB PROTESTS ACCCRD BETWEEN UNION AND NETS

The National Assoclation of Broadcasters made an unsuce
cessful effort to hold up the signing of a contract between the
American Federation of Radio Artists and advertising agencles
this week as a threatened strike of radlo actors and announcers
was halted.

The dispvute between the radio actors' union and the
advertising egencies, which has been under negotlstion for several
weeks, was ended with the signing of a two-year agreement, accord-
ing to an announcement in New York.

Neville Miller, President of the NAB, attending a
District meeting of the Association in Mineral Wells, Texas, sent
the following telegram in behalf of the broadcasting industry to
officials of the National Broadcaesting Compeny, Columbia Broad-
casting System and John Benson, President of the American Associa-
tion of Advertising Agencies, in New York City:

"Have been informed thet Columbia Broadcasting System
and National Broadcasting Company contemplate signing contract
with American Federation of Radio Artiste this (Feb. 2) afternoon.
Urge you to consider carefully present and possible future effect
your action on affiliates, and that matter be discussed with
affilliates before contract is signed. Executive Committee of
National Association of Broadcasters will meet February 9th, and
stands ready to assist in any way possible."

XXXXXXXXX
GERMAN LAW ON INTERFERENCE STUDIED

A committee of the Akademie fuer deutsches Recht is
drafting a new German radio law, according to the U. S. Bureau of
Foreign and Domestic Commerce.

It is reported that protection against interferences will
be an important factor in this legislation. Up to now radio inter-
ference has been regulated by special decree and steps have been
taken in many cases to eliminate it. For example in most cities
the contact rods on street cars were reconstructed to avoid dis-
turbances to radio recepticn. Radio interference is in most cases
caused by electrical instellations. Eerly legislation is expected
to set a date after which only interference-proof electrical equip-
ment may be marketed,

X XXX XXXX
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NEW ZENITH CIRCUIT MINIMIZES STATIC

Zenith Radio Corporestion engineers, according to
Commander E. F. McDoneld, Jr., President, have developed & new
radio circuit specially designed for reception by means of an
inbuilt wavemagnet device surrounded by an electrostatic shield
for which are claimed extreordinary powers of static elimina-
tion. The development is the result of intensive experiments in
the elimination of undesireble electrical interferences, commonly
classed as "static" for want of a better name, begun in the Zenith
Chicago laboratories over a year ago,

The wavenmagnet acts as an aerial and obsoletes the use
of outside aerials and ground connections. No batteries are used.
While the new development is practically non-directional in rela-
tion to signal strength, it is highly directional in relation to
man-made static reception, making it possible to cut static
through a slight turn of the receiver while the signal remains
unaffected,

The first practical application of the new principle
will be 1in small models, of which one design is already on the
market,

The electrostatic shield built around the wavemagnet
is an ingeniously woven wire mesh, so constructed that the shield
does not in any way affect signal pick-up, yet almost totally
eliminates the possibility of noise getting through. The prin-
ciple, though greatly refined and modernized was first used by
Michael Faraday, famous English physicist and chemist in about the
year 1841,

XXXXX XXX
NEWSPAPER CHAIN STARTS REGULAR FACSIMILE NET

Inauguration of "the world's first facsimile network"
was announced this week in Sacramento by Guy C. Hamilton, General
Manager of the McClatchy newspapers, with 100 experimental
receiving sets operating in Sacramento and Fresno.

Mr. Hamilton said an eight-page newspaper, containing
wire news, comics, features and other material, will be broadcast
seven nights a week from midnight to 6 A.lM. -

XXXXXXXX
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FCC CITES RADIO'S ROLE IN "CAVALIER" RESCUE

The pert which redio played in the rescue of the ten
persons saved from the British Seaplane CAVALIER when it sank
with the loss of three lives in the Atlentic Ocean on January
21st, was cited in 2 renort by the Federel Communications Commis-
sion this week. The renort also contained excerpts from a hither-
to unpublished statement of a hero of the disaster, H.W.P. Chapmen,
radio operator aboard the Aircraft CAVALIER,

While radio plays a daily role in the safety of life at
sea and in the air, the rescue work in the CAVALIER disaster was
of outstanding significence in thet it proved the velue of auto
alarms which the Commission in 1937 ordered placed on all cargo
vessels over 1600 gross tons, navigeting the ocean. It was this
auto alarm, sounding off like a fire gong, which attracted the
attention of A. R. Hamilton, radio operator aboard the S.S. ESSO
BAYTON, and thus set in motion the events which led to this ship's
rescue of the ten survivors. Mr. Hemilton, the only operator on
the vessel, was not on watch and was busy elsewhere on the ship
at the time the alarm bell responded to the international auto
?larm signal transmitted by a powerful coastal station on Long

sland,

The auto a2larm consists of a radio receiver, selector
mechanism, and two sets of bells, one of which is located in the
operator's sleeping quarters and one on the bridge; and when
actuated by the auto alarm signal summons the operator to the radio
room in time to intercept a distress message. The CAVALIER had
maintained constant contact with the Pan American Airways radio
station at Port Washington, Long Island. When two motors on the
big four-motored seaplane cut out, Captain Alderson ordered Radio
Operator Harry Chapman to send out the signal PAN, which is the
International emergency signal for aircraft. Immediately after
this the other two motors quit and Mr. Chapman radioed an SOS
giving his position. Both of these messages were picked up by the
Pan American Airways station at Port Washington (WAQI) and this
station immediately notified the coastal stations in the New York
area, which at once broadcast the auto alarm signal, the SOS and
the position of the ship. Coastal station, WSL, at Amagansett,
Long Island, was the first station to get this information on the
alr. WSL immediately cleared the air of all messages and kept it
clear until the seaplane was found.

Exactly twelve minutes elapsed from the time Mr. Chapman
radioed, "Sinking, Sinking, Sinking", until the auto alarm signal
as transmitted by coastal station WSL at Amagansett, Long Island,
actuated the auto alarm receiver on the S,S. ESSO BAYTOWN, which
had in turn received the message from WAQI, Pan American station.

The need of such protection as a device like the auto
alarm signal can give has been recognized since the sinking of the
TITANIC in April, 1912. At that time the S.S. CARPATHIA sailed
within a few miles of the stricken ship but did not hear the SOS
calls because the wireless operator aboard was asleep. It will be
recalled that the CARPATHIA picked up the signal the following
morning and returned to the scene of the disaster, playing a major
part in the rescue work.
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FACSIMILE NOT YET A THREAT, SAYS E. & P.

"Facsimile transmisslon of news in its present stage
bears about the same relatlonship to practlcal Jjournalism as the
Mayflower does to the Normandle", Editor & Publisher seys in its
current 1ssue. "The rudiments of greet chenge are there, change
that can shake the newspaper business from toe to crown, and
whether they willl materialize mey be determined within the next
five years.

"Experiments have been conducted for several years by
the St. Louls Post-Dispatch. A practical demonstretion of trans-
mission by the Finch apparatus wes glven by Editor & Publisher to
those attending the publishers' conventions lest April. Still more
recently, several other important newspapers have entered the ex-
perimenting fleld, and publishers heve been shown the operation of
the RCA machilnes.

"By any of the systems in use todey, it is posslble to
transmit about three feet per hour of a sheet 8% inches wide.
Reproduction 1s faithful and will be improved. There are techni-
cal differences in the processes, affecting the range which can be
attained eilther on short wave or standard broadcest bands. The
latter, of course, can be used only after the end of the regular
sound broadcasting perilod.

"Recelving apparatus is still too cumbersom and expensive
for the wide public distribution that must be ettained if thils
process is to dlsplace the present method of newspaper manufacture.
The present speeds are not nearly adequate for the production of a
medium of information that could compete with the printed form. The
processes, either chemical or mechanlcal, by which the signals are
recorded visibly are still too complex for wide adoption in house-
hold use. The physical difficulties of servicing millions of
machines presents a problem not yet solved but not insoluble.

"Whether the facslmlle process cen compete on a cost
basls with newspapers at present prices is doubtful. Reception of
news by facsimile requires the subscriber to invest in a new mechine,
which can't combine sturdy operating quality with low cost. It
willl require a monthly charge for current, probably more than the
subscriber now pays for 800 to 700 nages of newsprint per month,
It will require a paper supply, which in blank, will probably cost
little less than the present delivery of printed papers,

"Not least, the development to success of the facsimile
process would entall the scrapping of machinery valued in the bil-
lions and the technologicel unemployment of more than 150,000
skilled printing craftsmen. For these, the electrical process
seems to offer no opportunity. That 1s a tremendous social and
economlc problem, which, more than any other factor, will affect
the future of facsimlle and television as a medium of news com-
munication, "

XXXXXX XXX
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RCA DEVELOPS UNI-DIRECTIONAL MICROPHONE

A uni-directioneal microphone achieving new sensitive-
ness on its "live" side by the use of newly developed and more
powerful steel magnets, yet capeble of turning a completely deaf
eer to unwanted sounds coming from any other quarter, has been
developed by engineers of the Radio Corvoration of America.

Only about half the size of the uni-directional micro-
phone which it supersedes, the new instrument 1s designed for
use in auditoriums with broadcast or public address systems to
eliminate pickup of audience noises or echo. It is also adapted
for use in small radio studios where space is at a premium, for
it will function normally in a corner or against a well,

Precision built to new standards of accuracy, it has a
frequency range of from 40 to 10,000 cycles, operated at output
impedances of either 50 or 250 ohms and is unaffected by temper-
ature or pressure changes. It has an average cancellation from
the back, or "dead" side, of minus 14 to minus 20 db., making it
deaf to all extraneous sounds.

XXXXXXXXX
BBC TELEVISION PICKED UP IN N.Y.

Pictures transmitted by the British Broadcasting
Corporation's television station at Alexandra Palace, North London,
have been picked up by the RCA receiving station at Riverhead,

New York, more than three thousand miles away, according to the
BBC. The normal service rangse of the BBC television station is
thirty miles,

The program seen by American viewers was "Picture Page"
(the magazine feature of the vision programs), the features of
Miss Joan Miller, the Canadian actress who plays the part of "the
switchboard girl" in the production, being clearly discernible,
BBC stated.

"Reception of vision at this distance is possible only
under exceptionally favorable conditions®, it added. "An illus-
tration of the uncertainty of trans-Atlantic reception on the
wavelengths used for television is provided by the fact that on
the day when the pictures were seen the accompanying sound was
very weak, whereas six days later the sound was heard very well,

but no picture could be seen."
XXXXXX XX
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RADIO NEWS COURSE ADDED BY COLUMBIA

The Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism
will introduce radio news writing and broadcasting and news
photography into the curriculum next semester to keep abreast of
the latest technical developments in journalism, Dean GCarl W,
Ackerman announced last week.

The radio course will be given by Paul W. White, Director
of the Department of Public Affairs of the Columbia Broadcasting
System and an alumnus of the school. Professor Herbert Brucker,
Assistant Dean, will direct the course in news photography, for
which a dark room and laboratory have been set up. Dean Ackerman
said that the new courses were the outgrowth of experiments and
investigations covering seven years.

"In our estimation", he continued, "the essence of
Journalism is communication or, more particularly, the transmis-
sion and distribution of information and knowledze. We have been
receiving radio news broadcasts in our classrooms since 1931. The
technical meens by which the transmission and distribution of
informetion are achieved, whether by the printing press or by
radio, plctures, the screen, television or facsimile, 1s becoming
increasingly imvnortant to the Jjournalist. Therefore, our courses
of study must be more and more closely related to all the new
technical developments in journalism as they come into general use."

XXX XXXXX
ITALY BROADCASTS IN 21 LANGUAGES

Twenty-one languages are now spoken daily in transmis-
slons from the Itelian stations, according to World-Radio. Broad-
casts start at 10:30 A.M., and continue at intervals throughout
the day and night until 3 A M. The majority of these transmis-
sions, organized especially for listeners in foreign countries,
are radiated by the Rome short-wave group of 2RO at Prato Smeraldo,
Radio Bari, and Trieste.

The languages principally used are English, French,
Spanish, and Portuguese (the last for the South American period,
which is from 11 P.M. to half-an-hour after midnight, G.M.T.);
then come Hungarian, Bulgarian, Greek, Turkish, Japanese, Chinese,
Hindustani, Bengall, Serbian, Danish, Swedish, German, Roumanian,
Russian, and, of course, Italian. Trieste stetion broesdcasts
talks and announces musical programs in Serbisn, Roumanian, Bul-
garian, and German, while Bari transmits in Arabic, Greek, Turkish,
and also in English and French, The Rome new 100 KW station, and
the two supplementary 50 KW stations deal with the transmission to
the Far Eest, in Hindustani, Bengeli, Chinese, Jananese, as well
as with the North American Hour (really an hour and a half) every
night from 12:30 to 2 A.M. (G.M.T.). English is the languaged
used for this last program, which is intended for the United States
and Canada, although occaslonally Italisn is spoken for the bene-
fit of Italians in Americe,

XXX XXXXXX -9 -
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CANADA PLANS RADIO FORUM FOR MINORITIES

The difficult task of giving the poor man eand the minor-
ity politicel party equel chence with their stronger counterparts
to broadcast their views on public questions is to be undertaken
by the publicly owned Canadian Broacdcesting Commission, according
to the Ottawa correspondent of the New York Times.

This assurence wes given by the Trensport Minister,
C. D. Howe, in the course of a& debate in the House of Commons
over the recent refusal by the C.B.C. of a national hook-up to
George McCullagh, proprietor of The Toronto Globe-Meil, who wished
to criticize Canada's present politicel regime, in a series of
broadcest addresses. Mr. McCullegh called this ban "a betrayesl of
the freedom of speech" and "a piece of political intrigue" and
has been supported in his stand by former Premier R. B. Bennett
and other Conservative leaders.

Mr. Howe explained thet the CBC, although a public
body, was independent of the Canadian Government.

Last year Prime Minister Mackenzie-King objected to
broadcast attacks on Neville Chamberlain's foreign policy, made
by George Ferguson, editor of The Winnineg Free Press, but the
C.B.C. refused to cancel the broadcasts.

Newspapers, said the Minister, have not opened their
columns to every one who wishes to air his views in them. The
C.B.C., like the British and United States broadcasting companies,
he went on, did not think networks should be thrown open to per-
sons who wished to express their opinions on public questions
merely because they had the money to buy time. It was, however,
considering changes in regulations which would give more oppor-
tunity to the poor man to use its facilities.

It is reported that the plan in contemplation is a wide
extension of public forum programs.

XXX XXXXX
- NBC BILLINGS FOR JANUARY UP 6.3%

Billings of the Red and Blue networks of the National
Broadcasting Company totaled $4,033,900 last month, an increase
of 6.3 percent over the 83,793,516 for January, 1938. The net-
work now has 167 stations, a gain of twenty-five in the year, some
of which, however, are "bonus" stations, from which the chain does
not derive any revenue,

XX XXX XXX
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TRADE NOTES :::
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The Maryland Legislature will be asked by the Board of
Commissioners of Prince George County to decide if the equipment
used by radio stations to convert electric energy into ether
waves 1s manufacturing machinery, if a recommencdation by Thomas W.
Baxter, Supervisor of Assessments, is followed. The controversy
arose over the contention of the National Broadcasting Company
that all equipment used at its transmittal ststion is used in
manufacturing and therefore tax exempt. Mr. Baxter contends that
such equipment as used by the station does not qualify under the
law, =

Albert Freefeld, 40 years old, of New York City, a
salesman, has been arrested and indicted for grand larceny in
probably the first "television swindle" case. Assistant Attorney
General Oscar L. Spears sald Freefeld was one of two associates
of A. Dudley Phelvps, securities dealer, charged with swindling
three Sullivan County farmers of $4,285 last Summer by selling
them worthless television stocks.

e Mayor LaGuerdia this week notified Chairman McNinch of
the Federal Communiceations Commiss of New York City's intention
to file applicetion for a full-time allotment for the municipal
station WNYC, which, he said, was "now at the mercy of commercial
stations after dark",.

Organization of the Philco Refrigerstor Compeny, a sub-
sldiary of the Philacelphla Storagze Battery Company, was announced
this week. W. Paul Jones, of Indlanapolis, Ind., has been made
President of the new company. Phlladelphia Storage Battery Company
manufactures Philco radios, which are sold by Philco Radio &
Television Corporation. Philco Refrigerator Compbany acquired
the manufacturing rizhts and patents on the Conservador refriger-
ator from Fairbanks, Morse and Company, and hes assumed control
of the latter's refrigerator plant.

Roland Burke Hennessy, retired publisher and editor,
died Wednescay at his home in Larchmont, N. Y., after a seven-
months illness. He was the founder, and until his retirement last
year, Preslident, Treasurer and a Director of the Hennessy Radio
Publications Corporation, 145 West 45th St., New York City, pub-
lisher of the magazine Radio World. His a ge was 69,
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On or before llarch 15, Station WRBL Columbus, Ga., will
become affiliated with the Columbla Network ag a member of the
South Central Group. WRBL operates with 100 watts night time
power and 250 watts daytime on 1,200 kilocycles.

Effective March 1, Station WBRK, Pittsfield, Mass., will
be dropped from the Columbia Network,
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Because of unsettled foreign affairs, the Pilot Radio
Manufacturing Compeny, Long Island City, N. Y., which heretofore
has done the largest nortion of 1ts business abroad, has decided
to redesign its line for the American merket and to intensify
promotional activities in this country. The company will intro-
duce two popular-price porteble sets. Metropolitan newspapers
and radio news broadcasts will compnrise the merchendising and
advertising campalign. Austin & Spector Comwany directs advertising
activities.

WJR, The Good-Will Station, of Detroit, reports for 1938:
Netincome $330,578, equal to $2.55 each on 129,500 capital sheres,
against $514,378, or $3.96 each on 130,000 shares in 1937.

‘ The lengthy neme of Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn

| has frequently been the butt of good-humored jokes in the adver-
tising field, the New York Times notes. Thls week the Nationel
Broadcesting Company furnished a new one. In a release sent to
newspepers to announce the renewal of the "March of Time" progrem,
NBC casually celled the amency, "Batter, Barter, Durstine &
Osborne",

XXXXXXXXX
ITALY TO SET UP 50 TELEVISION TRANSMITTERS

With only a pessing reference to those owning present-
day receiving sets, the Italian press in large headlines is pro-
claiming the early initiation of television transmission in Italy,
asserting thet the studio of E.I.A.R. is so complete that it 1is
only necessary to give the finishing touches, according to the
American Commercial Attache at Rome,

"The press also unhesitatingly states that the equipment
for the regular transmission of motion picture films is complete
to the last detail. . .'The entire transmission plant which con-
sists of all equipment that is most up-to-date in the fileld of
television' is actually being tested", the revort stated.

"Continuing, the press reports thatbonservative estimates
place the number of Italians who regularly follow the program of
E.I.A.R. at 5,000,000, This figure, it is claimed, will be greatly
Increased when during the coming year the 50 television transmitting
stations are installed.

"The press is silent as to the use to which the 50 tele-
vision transmitting stations will be nut and no indication is given
as to how the service offered by such stations is to be utilized.
Unless the present Italien receiving sets can be so adapted as to
bring the new services into the homes of owners of such sets, the
?roposed 90 transmission stations will operate for a very favored

ew.

"Inquiry at the leeding dealers indicates that unless
the unforeseen takes place, television, as the practical result of
the present experiments, will not be available to the masses for
another 18 months. Transmission will be on a 5 meter band, and
it is reported that enthusiasts will have to make an outlay of
between 2,500 and 3,000 lire for a set which will enable them to
enjoy television. Deslers are neither enthusiastic nor optimistic."

XXXXXXXX
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