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CANADA OUR BEZST RADIO CUSTOLER

Canada has forged shead as the largest radio mzrket of the
tnited States during the last fiscal yesr according to John H.
Payne, Chief of the Electrical Division of the Bureau of Foreign
and Domestic Commerce. South Africa led in 1936 with g2, 901,000
with Mexico second; Mexico was ahead with £2,835,000 the year fol-
lcwing with the United Kingdom c¢lose behind.

During the past year Mexico to:ck a drop to sixth plzce. No
comment was forthcoming on thls at the Commerce Department but res-
soms advanced for the falling off of radio trsde witnh our neighbor
1o the soutn were thzt either they were less friendly on account of
ke oil controversy or not so prosperous now as they were the year
Eifore .

Tne following tsble shows United States resdio exporis dur-
g the last fisczl year.

|be

(Note: Underlined figures indicate first place for that
yeer. Velues in thousands of dollars.)

Commodity South  United
Description Argentina Brazil Canads Mexieo Efrica Kingdom
o 88
Transmitters.... 54 e 247 1386 24 53
Receiving Sets.. 69 1,192 296 711 1,552 738
bes. .......... 494 167 221 75 85 ' 140
Components...... 1,094 322 1,044 €5 124 857
Loudspegkers.... 130 60 210 L, 11 8
Lccessories. .. .. ils7 Ll 131 27 32 955
potal. ... ...... 1,898 1,824 2,149 1,025 1,828 Bis 531

The total radio exports to all countries by the United
States during 1938 was $23,100,000, of which 210,554,000 was for
receiving seis. /
PR3N B /

BOSTON RADIO BUGY SUCCESSFUL
] The following observestion by the commending officer of =
hayy Vessel on the radiobescon buoy which is ncw undergoing service
trigls in Boston Chanrel is of interest:

3 On May 29, 1939, this vessel received signesles form the rzdic-
veacon buoy No. 10 in Boston Channel, when szt =z distence of approx-
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imately 5% miles from the buoy. The character of the signal wos
excellent at this distance and 1s considered sufficlently strong to
obtain reliasble bearings. "

XXXXXXXXX
FRANCE TO IMPRCVE S-W BROADCASTS TO U. S.

At last France evidently intends to do something to improve
its short-wave broadecasts to the United States. This is understood
to be the proposal of M. Leon Brillouin, slated to be Director of
State Broadcasting. At the ssme time M. Jean Giraudoux is to be
named Commissioner for Information in charge of propaganda. Under
tkem will be the government stations - Radio Paris, PTT, the Eiffel
Tewer, and the state provincial stations.

M. Brillouin while visiting the United States recently is
cald to have been told of many shortcomings of the French short-
wave broadcasting service insofar as this country was concerned--
tbat Termany, England, Italy, Holland and even Czecho-Slovexia
were sending a better signal into the United States than France.
Also tret the programs of these countries were superior to the
French, the latter using for the United States many gramophone rec-—
ords.

So now evidently M. Brillouln proposes to do something
about it.To meet the necessary additional expenditure, it is re-
vorved that the draft of the French Budget for next year will con-
tein a provision for raising the licence fee from 50 to 75 francs.
M. Brillouin is & Professor of Physics and is the inventor of a
sound amplifier He is well acquainted with the technicel prob-
lems of broadecasting.

M. Jean Giraudoux enjoys the double distinction of being a
member of the Diplomatic Service, and also of being one of the most
notable among French men of letters. Many Londoners will remember
his play Amphytrion 38, which was produced some time 2go. As a
diplomat he spent three years in Berlin, and at one time he was head
of the Press service at the Quai 4'Orsay.

XXXXXXXXXX
//// Message traffic and equipment sales in the marine redio
field show a definite incresst, sccording to Charles J. Pannill,
President of the Radiomarine Corporation of America, who sailed
from New York on the Normendéie to attend the annual meeting of
the Comite Internationale Radio Maritime in Paris. //

XXX >, 7iXXX
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LOST BUSH-'WALKERS

Tests made in Australia might be watchen with profit by
stete police in this country in case there should be a repetition
cof an emergency brought about by the lost boy in Maine recently.

A Sydney suburban radio club has been conducting field
tests to ascertein the velue of portable redio transmitting and
receiving equipment for communication between search parties look-
ing for persons lost in the bush. The primary object of the tests
was to determine what type of equipment is best suited for seerch
and rescue parties, which are usually forced to walk over rough

GeunGbYy .

Bushwalking is a popular pastime, and there ere meny well-
organized and efficient bush--walking clubs. The members on these
organizations are very well able to look =fter themselves and they
have formed rescue anl search sections to find, or assist the volice
‘erce to find, careless or unskilled narties, a certain number. of
1kich lose themselves every year. In the Austrelien redio tests
field parties kept in touch with e bese stetion which in turn wes in
constant communication with 2 city station.

X XXXXXXXX
NORWAY EXPANDS POLICE RADIO EQUIPMENT

In 1937 the Norwegian police authorities commenced to use
radio transmitters and receivers in its service. The Oslo municipel
rolice now own 11 receivers and 7 transmitters, and the Government
rolice et Oslo own three transmitters and three receivers. With the
giception at four patrol cars of the municipal police, which are
gquipped wita receivers only, the two-way system is used. One of the
trensmitters, which is installed 2t police headquarters, is of 50
watts, wherees the other transmitters installed in patrol, passen-
geg and transportation cers and o police harbor boet, zre of five
wettis.,

The equipment in use has been purchased from the locel rep-
resentatives of an Americsn company. It is understood th=t when new
patrol cars are provided, they will probsbly be equipped with ultre
short wave rzdio telephone transmitters and receivers. The Nor-
wegian police is interested in purchasing equipment for two-wsy comk
munication only. J

XXX XYXXXXX
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THAW EXTEDITION WELL EQUIPPZD

The four mobile motor units in the Lawrence Thaw trens-
Afiatic expedition will be sble to maintain contect with each
other even wh@n sepvarated by distances as great as 20C miles. The
eqaipment will permit short-distance transmission and reception
hYetrween each of thz two trucks, trailer and cruiser sedan by the
#se of four zTransmitoers and oommunicqtion oype receivers. Two
medium-high frequency transmitiers and receivers installed .n the
cruiser sedan and trailler =re capable of giving clear reception
ug to 2CO miles or more.

The expedition left New York City on June 21, on the
14,000 mile tour that will tske it thrcugh Budapest, Istanbul,
Darascus, Baghdad, Herst, through Khyber Pass, Delhi, Calcutta
and firally into Bombey, India, sometime ne:xt spring.

IXXXXXXXX
MORE SEORT-WAVE CALL LETTER CHAXNGES

In recognition of the fact thet the chort-wave statlonshave
cutgrown their exmerimental status, the Naticnal Brosdcasting Comp-
eny's two internatinnal shortwave stations were cssigned new cell
letters by the Federsl Communications Commiscion. W3XAL hereafter
will be known as WRCA while W3XL is to be celled WiNBT

Both stations will continue to oner=ste on their cld fre-
quency channels, WRCA using 21,630 kilocycles (13,87 meters) and
9,670 kc (31.02 m.) and WNBI employing 7,780 kc (16.8 m.) and
6,100 k¢ (49.1 m.). [

Westinghouse short-wave station W8¥K, outlet of the piloneer
station KDKA, will hereafter be known as W?IT; and the Crosley
short-wave station at Cincinnati, W8XAL, which reproadcasts the
programs of its big brouher WLW will now have the call letters of
WLWO. Genersli Electric's Schenectady stationswill be known as
WGEO and WGEA from now on and their San Francisco station is now
KGEI. Columbia’s station W3XAU is now WCAI.

% So will be seen that several of the stations have availed
themselves of the opportunity to include the initials of their
Gompanies in the call letters, such as WRCA (Radio Corporation of
fmerica), WNBI (National Broadcasting Co.) WPIT (Westinghouse,
fittsburg) and WGEO, WGEA, and KGEI (Genersl Electric).

) 9:0,9.0.9:0.0.0.9.0.9,0.9.0.¢
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KHBRC CALL LETTERS FOR HOWARD HUGHES

Howard R. Hughes, famous around-the-world aviator, has
been granted by the Federal Communiceticns Commission special
Lemporary authority to operate already liccnsed alrcraft radio
transmitter aboard plane NX-~19904, owned by Howard R. Hughes and
bearing cell letters XHBRC, as a relay broadcast statlion. It wiil
he on frequencies 4797.5, 6425, 12862.5 and 17310 kc, 100 watts,
for a period not to exceed 20 days, to reley broadcast speciel
program in connection with the proposed sub-stratosphere flight
azross the Atlantic Ocean and to be broadcast over CBS and Station
Wer for Mutual network.

XXXXXXXXX
CAPITAL STATION SEEKS 5KW BOOST

The National Broadcesting Co. filled with the Federsl Commun-
:satlens Commission en applicetion for the removal of the trans-
nitieirr of Station WMAL. The Washington Evening Star st=tion from
712 Eloventh Street, N.W. to Bethesda, Md., & suburb of the capital.
The applicetion asks for & construction nermit to instzll & new
trensmitter, directional antenns for day and night use and an in-
crease in power from 250 watts night, 500 watts dey, to 5 kilowatts.
ne station would remain on itz present frequency of 630 kilocycles.

A mep furnished with tle apolicstion shows the proposed site
of the station, about one mile west of the o0ld Gecrgetown road be-
“ween Alta Vista and Beane. The proposed trensmitter would have
Your towers approximately 400 feet in height eesch.

XXXXXXXXXX
BOAKE CARTER STAGE3 COME~BACK THRCUGH DISCS

Boake Carter, noted Philadelphia Commentetor, vhose retire-
nent from the air sometime ago occasioned considerable comment,
some declaring it amounted to censorship is to be heard through
electrical transcription.

The daily commentary series begins September 11. The discs
are now being distributed. Donald Flamm has contracted for the serw.
les in New York City for Station WMCA.

X XX XX

At the end of May the. .._.- 1,128,664 radio receiving
licences in force in Austrelia, equivelent to about one for every
S0X persons. The gross income is estimeted at £1,180,000.

XXXXXXXXXX
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An application has been received to erect a new statlon at
San Juan,Puerto Rico. It would be operoted by the Puerto Rico ad-
vertising Company on 1500 kilocycles, 250 watts power, unlimited
time.

A construction permit has been granted for a new municipal
police station for Mertinsburg, Ve., with a frequency of 2490 kec.

o 5 @ e i o o e B e e

Station KHQ, Snokane, Wash., has been given teuporery
suthority to rebroadcast Washington Nationsl Guard planes in
radio maneuvers.

— oy - v = e o -

Unit sales in radio-phonographs ere 710 percent ahezd of

what they were last year, according to Z. J. Kresuse, head of Philco's

2dio-phonograph division.

The Federal Trade Commission issued a compleint against
Sam Luber, treding as Dearborn Sales Compsany, 711 South Dearborn
£t., Chicago, Charging the use of lottery methods in the sale and
distribution of rsdios and other articles of merchandise.

e P . -t e e ——

Ian C. Javal, commercial director of the Baird Television
Corporation, sailed for Englend last Wednesday, on the Normandie,
on business in connection with important new develooments. He
will return here in thne late fall.

P T T g e T e ot e - s b e o

y The first short weve radio direction-finding stetion will
bg installed at Sydney, Australia this swmmer, This stetion, the
first unit in a scheme for 18 ststions to cost $50,000, will
Sérve the bmpire line, the trans Tasmen line that is to stert in
19403 the New Guinea line and the Dutch line. As soon 2s this
Stetion has been fully tested snother will be erected on Lord
Howe Island for the Tasmen service.

e T e e - e s e o -
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WJSV LAUDED BY LABOR LEADERS

Representative Andrew C. Schiffler (Rep.) of West Vir-
ginia has caused to be entered in the Congressional Record an
official recognltion of "devotlon to public service by redio
station WISV, of Washington® for its "Labor News Review" pro-
gram now in its sixth year.

Simultaneously, A. D. VWiddiard,Jr., genersl manesger of
the CBS station, and Albert N. Dennis, commentator on the program,
have been presented with plaques in Appreciation of their service
to Labor and given by Brewery and Yeast Worlers Local No. 48 and
Beer and Soda Water Drivers' Local No. 67.

Representative Schiffler, in placing a radio address by
Harry J. Thompson, of the Brewery and Yeast Workers, in the Rec-
ord, prefaced the entry with the following:

"The address (Mr. Thompson's) was delivered on the

Labor News Review radio program which WJSV has presented continue-
ously as a public service since the Summer of 1924 and which hes
become the oldest continuously presented labor radio program in
&ll the world. Devoted to facts and avoiding participation in
any controversy within the ranks of labor, the Labor News Review
has become a worthy institution, rendering a first-class public
service that is highly regarded, not only by labor but by the <
entire public."

The legislator also caused to be published the transcript
of & tribute over WJSV by the Brewery and Yeast Workers and the
Beer and Sod=a Water Drivers to their employsr, Christian Heurich,
Sr., prominent Washington brewer, whose employes broadcast their
respects on his approaching 97th birthday.

XXXXXXXXXXXX

CBS NEW RATE CARD EFFECTIVE SEPT. 15, 1940

In purlishing Rate Card No. 26 the Columbia Brozdcasting
System announces the first general rate revision since late in

1936.

"Constant advances in the size of the U, S. audience, and
steady improvements in power and facilitiee, have been recorded in
the past three and a helf yeers, since the last rste changes,"a .
Columbiz press release states.

i Growth of the radio audience since the last CBS rate revision
lnﬂ1936 is seen in these percentege: trends: totel rrdio homes up
14%, from 24,500,000 to 28,000,000; totel sets up 44%, from
33,000,000 to 47,500,000; auto redios up 56%, from 4,500,000 to
7,000,000. Moreover, sets in d=ily use have increessed from 76.4%5
;2 8§§, and average hours of daily use have risen from 4.2 to 4.5

Eday .
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"Development and extenslion of CBS facllities since 1936 hnve
made notadble stridcs, with totel station vower up 46.3%, 60% more
50-kw stetione, 45 stetions orerating with increased vower, and 6<
stetlons utilizing improved transmitters end equivment. The new card,
offective September 15, 1939 for new contracts, and effective a
jeer later, or September 15, 1940, for present contracts, advances
CBS retes 7.5% over the present average.

Comparison of Rate Cards 25 and 26 vreveals the following
detailed chenges: time charges for 12 steticns hrve been lowered
525 per evening hour esch; 41 stetions remain ccnstant; 56 stations
increase an averzage of $36.108; two stations =#dded to the network
(WMT, Cedar Rapids, and KWFT, Wichita Falls). Thic totsls 111 sto-
tions; with four bonus stations end & choice of WHMFG or WHLB, Hib-
bing-Virginia, Michigan, and & choice of WGR or WKBW, Buffalo, the
coaplete CBS network now stands at 117 stetions in 116 cities.

"The basic network under Rate Card 26 comprises 2€ citles,
compared with 25 on the current card. WMT, Cedar Rapids, has been
added as a basic station, effective Mesy 1, 1940; WHP, Herrisburg,
becomes 2 basic optionsl station; WORC, Worcester, becomes a basic
supplementary. "

XXXXXXXXXXX
YCUTH, 15, VINS MARCCONI SCHOLARSHIP

A two-yeer scholarship valued 2t $1,000 to the RCA Institute
of New York was presented =t the Westinghouse Exnibit Auditorium at
the World's Fair to Robert Barkey, 16, = graduste of Stuyvesant High
School, following & competitive contest of wvhich he was the winner.
Robert wes sponsored by the Apmericen Institute of the City of New
York, 2 1ll-year o0ld organizstion interested in promoting opportun-
itles for youthful science workers. The Institute hes organized
Science and Engineering Clubs in high schools throughout the country.

Donor of the award wes the Veteran Wireless Operators'
Association, which has esteblished a series of awards in honor of
Marconi. Robert's Scholarship is known as the Marconi Memorial
Avard, The ceremony, 2itended by 400 members of the Veteran Wire-
less Operators' Association, the Americen Institute and World's
Fair visitors, wes broadcast over & coast to coast network of the
Mutual Broadcasting System. Robert T. Pollock, President of the
imerican Institute, presided. William J. McGonigle, President of
the Veteran Wireless Operator's Association, introduced the orgeniz-
ation's Marconi Memorial Award Chairman, J. R. Poppele, who made the
presentation.

XXXXXXXXXX
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"STATIC-LESS" RADIO TRYOUT

Plans are being mede for extensive testing in New York
3ily of "static-less" or "frequency-moduletion" broesdcasting by
the National Broadcasting Compeny and the Bell Telephone Labore-
tories, as soon 2s the Federal Communications Commission gives ths
nesessary construccicn permits.

Static-less boraderssting, compared with the usual kind of
broadcasting known as "amplitude," has become synonymous in the last
few years vith the name of M~njor Edwin H. Armstrong, radio inventor
and Professor of Electrical Engineering at Columbia University.

On numerous occasions during thunder storms, he hss shomm
thet a program can remain clear despite the noises of nature.

W2XMN, the Armstrong Staticn, at Alpine, N. J. works on
about seven meters, or 42.8 megacycles.

If the FCC approves, a 1,000-watt frequency-modulation ste-

tion will e installed on one of the ton floors of the Empire State
ilding. The NBC channel will be 42.6 megacycles, adjecent that of
XN ot Alpine. '

The Bell Laboratories station will be installed at Whiowneny,
N, J., where a corps of engine .rs will study the "frequency-modula-
tion" problem in all its angles, independently of the work of other
experimenters it was said.

Other annlications nov beofre the FCC, all on the Armstrong
system, include & station for Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Manufact-
iring Company, at Rochester, N. Y.; the Trsveler Company, Hartford;
Te Milwaukee Journal and the Worcester (Mass.) Telegram. Construc—
tion permits have been issued to various other experimenters both
here and in the Middle West. Besides W2XMN at Alpine, three or
more other stetions sre transmitting daily from various New England
points.

XXXXXXX

g TAFTS GET GILCINNATI STATION

Agreement was reached for the sale of WKRC, Columbia's
owned and onersted stetion in Cincinnati, to the Circinnati Times-
Star. The sale will beomce effective on September 24 - subject to
FCC approvel. On thet date, Columbia Network programs broadcast in
Cincinnati will -e a2ired from WCKY. Columbis's recently-affilisted
90,000-watt outlet in Cincinnati.

i Negotiations preliminary to the sale of WKRC were under the
@Jection of M. R. Runyon, CBS Vice-president, and Hulbert Taft,
vublisher and owner of the Times-Ster.

X XXXXXXXXXX
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MUTUAL GETS WORLD SERIES

Exclusive oroadcesting rights for the 1939 Baseball World
series were secured by the Gillette Safety Hazor Company of Boston,
Massachusetts, and the Mutual Broadcasting System. The contract
was signed by the three contrecting varties - Commissioner Landis
for Baseball, President J. P. Svang, Jr., for the Gillette Company,
and general manage: Fred Weber for the Mutual Broadcasting System.
The World Series will probabdly start on October 4.

The Gillette Safety Razor Company and the Mutual network
also have an option on the 1940 World Series broadcsst rights. The
money paid baseball for the broadcasts will be divided in the World
Series regular money pool, with the major portion going to the play-
ers.

The Mutual System ennounced that the network would link moie
than 150 stations by its network of wires to carry the broadcasts
to the fens of the nation. In 1935 and 1936, the games were spons-
ored on the three networks - Mutual, CBS and NBC, by the Ford lMotor
Company, for which baseball was paid $100,000 each year.
XXXXXXX

CHEAPER TELEVISION SETS URGED

Sales of television sets will receive their greatest impetus
when the industry develovps a receiver offering a five by seven inch
nicture, to reteil ot about $250, Ernest H. Vogel, Vice President in
charge of operations of the Farnsworth Television and Redio Company,
sald in New York last week.

Mr. Vogel, who spent co-siderable time in London late last
year, estimated that about 15,000 television sets are in operation
in that area. He praised the quality of the English programs and
gaid that the entire overstion »f televisising brosdcasts three or
hours 2 day, seven days a week, wes conducted at an annual cost of
ebout $1,500,000. Mr. Vogel was attending the showing of the new
Farnsworth radio and television line at the Hotel Perk Centrsl, un-
der the sponsorship of the Werren-Norge Cormorstion, loczl distrib-
utors for Farnsworth.

_ Another necessity for o greater consumer =ccentence of tele—
V}sion is better programs, Mr. Vogel continued. But, he pointed out
within a yesr television programs will be eminating from ten or
twelve me jor points in the country. He also expres<ed the belief
thet the desired goal of the chesper sets mey elso be aschieved

Withi? a year and the combination should bring about a sharp spurt
in seles.

Mr. Vogel said there has been nothing discouraging in the
slow reception to television sets since they were introduced about
E?ree and & half months ago. While probsbly no more then 1,500 sets
2&ve been sold, he pointed out, the industry h-d to go through 2 def-
inite experimentsl stage.

b He was confident thet the American television industry will
be cb1€1FO solve 211 its problems, because the English system hes
€€n meXing repid strides in the last yesr. In Great Britsin, nine-
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sh tube sets, without radlo chassis, heve become aveilable ot
B O appro Klm&teLJ 8150, he polnted out, while those wilh chas-
1g are selling at 145, or about $225. Becwuse of higher wrges an
andards of living here, the equleJent Americen prices for similar
uipment would heve to be $225 to 8300, he said.

[
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LARGE UNIT LEASZD IN N. Y. TELEVISION PLAN

Pians for exvending the facilities of the Radio Wiire Tele-
visiorn Corporation of America were announced when the compery leased
<o floors in 250 West Fifty-seventh Street, in New York. The conm-
sany, formed recently by the merger of 1nterests in radio, televi-
c.on end wire troadcecsting, will nave 15,000 square feet for sxec-
utive headquarters for the parent concern end its subsidieries.

The two floors formerly housed Electricsl Reseerch Froducts.
Ire., which was headed by John E. Otterson, President of the new
corporation, engineering leboratories and studics.

Mr. Otterson said the company nlenned to open branches in
wodor cities and expected to increase the number of its employees
rom 600 to 2,000 by the end of the year.

XXXXXXXX¥XX
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