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FCC TO ASK CONGRESS FOR SEVEN MOBILE MONITORS

Determined to prevent, if possible, the unlawful use
of any of this country's ether waves by belligerents or their
agents, the Federal Communications Commission is prepearing to
enlarge its monitoring activities.

An appropriation for the purchase of seven mobile
monitors will be asked of the next Congress so that a closer
check may be made on short-wave stations, especially in the
amateur field.

~ While the Commission has assurance of whole-hearted
support from the American Radio Relay League in tracking down
any "piracy" on the amateur frequencies, reports of unlawful
operations have increased since the outbreak of the European war.

The Radio Relay League has set up a key network of
150 stations to keep constent wetch on the air waves and report
any irregularities. FCC officials are convinced that the 55,000
amateurs as a whole are loyal and trustworthy citizens, but et
the same time they are afraid that unlicensed operators may use
their frequencies.

American amateurs heve lost meany of their foreign com—
munications contacts, meanvhile, due to the "blackout" of their
colleagues by governmentsl edict in practically all European
countries,

Redio engineers differ as to the value of amateur radio
facilities for international communications, but they admit that
they could at least become a nuisance, if not a mensce, when in
disloyal hands. The clearness of communication between "ham"
gtations depends upon atmospheric conditions and consequently
1s not dependable.

FCC officials said that the seven mobile monitors are
not needed solely for tracking down "radio spies" but are wanted
for the peace-time checking of transmissions as well. They were
requested of the lest Congress, in fact, but were refused as un-
necessary at the time.

R Chairman James L, Fly has conferred about the matter of
policing the radio waves with President Roosevelt, and it is
understood has his sanction in asking for additional facilities.

The President in a recent press conference commented
that this work is as important as any in keeping the United States
out of war,
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FCC GRANTS POWER RAISES FOR RELAY STATIONS

The Federal Communications Commission this week author-
ized an increase in the allowable power for relay broadcast sta-
tions operating on certain frequencies in order to provide more
dependable service.

"Section 4.25(b) of Rules other than Broadcast, was
revised to read as follows:

"!'A relay broadcast station assigned frequencies
in Groups D, E, F and G will not be authorized to install .
equipment or licensed for an output power in excess of
100 watts; provided thet before using any frequency in
these groups with a power in excess of 25 watts, tests
shall be made by the licensee to insure that no object-
ionable interference will result to the service of any
government station, and provided, further, that if the
use -of any frequency may cause interference then the
power shall be reduced to 25 watts or another frequency
in the licensed group selected which will not cause
objectionable interference. '™

XXXXXXXX
NBC SIGNS SPONSOR ON INTERNATIONAL STATION

Inauguretion of an international commercial short-wave
broadcasting service by the National Broadcasting Company was
announced this week by President Lenox R. Lohr.

The first sponsor to be signed is the United Frult
Company, which will nresent daily quarter-hour evening programs
in Spanish over Stations WRCA and WNBI. These programs are de-
slgned especially to cover the Centrsl American countries in
which the fruit company is extensively interested.

The new service offered by NBC will overate for 16
hours daily. It will cover the 20 Latin American Republics with
programs in Spanish, Portuguese and English beginning at 4:00 P.M.,
and running until 1:00 A.M., EST. In addition there will be
made available to advertising sponsors a daytime European pro-
gram service beginning at 9:00 A.M., and running until 4:00 P.M.,
EST, in English, French, Italian and German.

XXXXXXX

e



TELEVISION NET SEEN IN NBC-G.E. TIE-UP

A nationwide television network was foreseen thls week
when Alfred H. Morton, NBC Vice-President in Charge of Television,
announced that the National Broadcasting Company televislon pro-
grams would soon be re-telecast over the experimental station of
the General Electric Company near Schenectady.

A radio relay receiver, -said Mr. Morton, is now being
installed by G.E. engineers near their television transmitter to
receive NBC programs, telecast in New York City over Station
WeXBS. The distance between the two stations 1s approximately
130 miles.

"The National Broasdcasting Company and the Radio Cor-
poration of America heve long been working on ways and means of
networking their television programs", said Mr. Morton. "Since
it is our earnest desire to make thls new service available to an
ever-increasing number of persons, we consider networking to be
a most important phase of television development.

"For some time past", he continued, "G.E. engineers
have been receiving NBC programs at their experimental station,
located on Helderberg Mountain near Schenectady, about 130 miles
from our transmitter atop the Empire State Building. Technical
progress and observations made are discussed with NBC technicians,
and G.E. program experts make frequent visits to our Radio City
studios to follow NBC progress. An informal arrangement between
the National Broadcasting Company and the General Electric
Company provides for continued cooperation in the development of
television. "

XXXXXXXX
SCHOOLS TO AID IN U.S. EDUCATION PROGRAM

The Nation's schools and civic and educational agencies
have been invited by U, S. Commissioner of Educstion John W,
Studebaker to participate in a Nation-wide discussion on health
problems, in connection with six educational redio broadcasts
over a coast-to-coast network sponsored by the U. S. Office of
Education in cooperstion with the U. S. Public Health Service and
the Columbia Broadcasting Systemn.

Beginning November 12, and continuing through five
Sundays, the U. S. Office of Education will brosdcast half-hour
programs on conquering our health problems over a network of more
than 100 stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System. Broad—
Casts will be the second group of "correlated" educational pro-
grams on the "Democracy in Action" series, from 2:00 to 2:30 P.Ii.,
EST. Short series of broadcssts on labor, social security, hous-
ing, youth, and other problems will follow. The documented
broadcasts on public health are designed to provide a better
understanding of the service of Government - National, State and
local - in advencing Nation-wide efforts to protect and promote

health
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NATIONAL SERVICE ABOVE LOCAL, FCC DECIDES

The provision of radio service to the United States on
a national basis, rather than the fulfillment of local needs
alone, is the goal of the Federal Communications Commission in
granting facilities, it was stated in a decision denying an
application for a new station.

Explaining the refusal to grant a construction permit
to the Thumb Broadcasting Co., Brown City, Mich., the FCC said.

"Based on its experience the Commission has formulated
a plan of allocation, which is set out in its Rules and Regula-
tions, for the assignment of frequencies. By the plan it 1is
sought to establish a pattern of radio coverage on a truly
national basis. Only in such a manner cen the goal of the best
and most comprehensive service possible to the greatest number of
listeners be carried into effect. The plan makes available 93
channels for three classes of standard broadcast stations; each
class of station having a particular function to fulfill. Sta-
tions of the local clessification are designed to serve small
communities or centers of poonulation and the rursl areas .contigu-
ous thereto; regional stations ere deslgned to serve larger
centers of population or metropoliten districts and adjacent
rural areas; and clear channel stations are designed to serve
large centers of population and vast rural areas.

"The record in the instant case shows that the poten-
tial listeners of the proposed station, the inhabitants of Brown
City and its vicinity, now receive very comprehensive daytime
service from existing stations each of which serves all or part
of the area within the service range of the applicant's proposed
facilities. These include eleven stations distributed in Michi-
gan among Detroit, Lapeer, Bay City, Flint, Port Huron, Royal
Oak and East Lansing, with one station in Canada.

"The normal assignment for any station in an area such
as that in which Brown City is located would be a local frequency.
It 1s not clear what a full exploration of this possibility would
have developed. Certainly, under the allocation plan, the situa-
tion shown in this record does not justify the granting of a
regional frequency. Nor do the facts of record with regard to
the area involved and the service already being rendered make
out a case for a departure from the plan."

ASNBERC i 36 X 36

The American Consulate at Tegucigalpa, reports that an
€xecutive order hes established a strict government censorship
of all telephone, telegraph, cable, and radio messages received
from or sent to countries engaged in war in BEurope and Asia.

The censorship also covers radio brosdcasts by all Honduran sta-
tions. The order states ‘that the censorship was established in
Qrder to aid in maintaining Honduran neutral rights and duties
1N connection with the European conflict.
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FCC DECLINES TO ENTER AKRON LABOR DISPUTE

The Federal Communications Commission has refused to
take a hand in the Akron labor dispute involving Station WJW
and in so doing has gilven further aid to the National Associa-
tion of Broadcesters in the enforcement of their Code.

Replying to a protest from the United Rubber Workers
of Americs, T. J. Slowle, Secretary of the FCC, addressed the
following letter to S. H. Dalrymple, President of the Union:

"This will reply to your letter, dated October 28,
1939, 1in which you protest against the action of
Station WJW in cancelling a contract for broadcast time
with your Council and stating thaet it would not permit
future broadcests of 'The Voice of Labor'.

"The adoption of the Code of Ethics by the Nation-
al Association of Z2roadcasters does not in any way
alter the duties and responsibilities of licensees of
radiobroadcast stations under existing law and rules
and regulations of the Commission. However, Section
3(h) of the Communications Act of 1934, 2s amended,
provides that persons engaged in radiobroedcasting
shall not be deemed common carriers, and licensees of
broadcast stations may, therefore, legslly refuse to
sell time to any particular individual or organiza-
tion, 1In view of this fact, the Commission is without
power under existing legislation to take any action
against Station WJW on the basis of the facts alleged
in your letter."

e
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McDONALD URGED RADIO BOMBER IN 1930 TO NAVY

The award of a patent last week to Joseph B. Walker,
Of Hollywood, for a remote control system of guiding airplanes
end releasing bombs by radio has recalled that Commander E. F.
McDonald, Jr., President of the Zenith Redio Corporetion, Chicago,
suggested a similar device to Admiral William A. Moffett in 1930.

Writing to Admiral Moffett in April, of that year,
Qommandgr McDonald said that Hawk's flight across the country
in a glider had started him thinking about the subject.

"Why not start experimenting with redio control of
8liders?" he asked. They can be towed to a great altitude and
then released and controlled, I believe, more easy by radio than
can a torpedo. The next step naturally being to load the glider
heavily with a high explosive and guide it into a selected target."

Admirel Moffett remlied that he would "have your sug-

gisgiinnlooked into &nd studied to see whether it is practicable
0OtT.
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RADIO'S ROLE IW WAR NOTED BY WRITERS

The important pert radio is playing in the European
war, both in this country and abroad, is noted in a new book,
"America's Chance of Peace'", written by Duncen Airman and Blair
Bolles, of Weshington, and just published by Doubleday, Doran &
Co., Inc., New York City (#1.00).

Discussing the attitude of the United States since the
outbreak of the hostilities, the authors wrote:

"The radio chains, which were unborn during the first
World War, undertook to make 'every effort consistent with the
news itself . . . to avcid horror, suspense and undue excite-
ment', formally promulgeting a radio code of wartime behavior
in demonstration of their incredulity and impertiality. The
National Broadcssting Company, the Columbia Broadcasting System
and the Mutual Broadcesting System sent representetives to
Washington on September 7 to draw up their code with the ‘co-
operation! of the United Stetes government in the guise of the
Federal Communications Commission. They bound themselves in
their war broadcests not to say 'anything in an effort to in-
fluence action or opinion of others one way or the other.'

"Before the code's adoption, in the excited last days
of August, when the whole world was wondering whether or when it
was going to be sheken, the redios on occesion fed the popular
passion with propagenda adjectives which, piled high enough,
might have overtopped the Eastwall and brought about a break in
the resistance. On the afternoon of September 1, when the war
ageinst Poland was about ten hours old, H. V. Kaltenborn, speak-
ing from London for the Columbia system, expressed his views
about Hitler - 'unaccountable, changeable, irascible, tempera-
mental'. He recalled that in his speech to the Reichstag making
known the German 'drang nach' Poland, Hitler spoke against
traitors, and then he remarked:

"'Well, isn't it strange that at a time vhen war begins
the leader who says that he has the German people unanimously
behind him must thus emphasize the traitors within Germany? And
isn't it also significent that when Germany presents an English
official translation over the radio, it leaves out Hitler's
mention of the traitors within Germany?!

"This sort of 'ibiter dictum' was forbidden by the code.

"Later in the month of September, Columbia gave two
Z;Eggorthy demonstrations of its refusal to be snared by propa-

"To Williem L, Shirer, the Columbia System's Berlin
correspondent, the Germen Foreign Office suggested that he visit
a camp filled with Polish prisoners so that he could describe to
his }isteners in America the conditions under which the captured
éneémies of Germany were living. Shirer turned down the offer.
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He suspected that he would be shown a model camp made especlally
neat and stocked with well-fed prisoners just for the occasion.

"A short while later Mr. Shirer notified his home
office that he had arranged a broadcast from a Berlin tavern
which was a newspapermen's hangout. He said he had received
permission to conduct an ad-1ib broadcast for which the corres-
pondents teking part would not have to observe the usual require-
ment that they first show their scripts to the German censors.
Columbia, however, turned down the suggestion. The system thought
that the brosdcast might create the false impression in the
United States that the correspondents were free to write and say
what they pleased from Berlin. :

"Despite their efforts to be impartial, radio networks
have received thousands of letters berating them for putting
'propaganda' on the air. After every news broadcast the tele-
phones in radio stations begin ringing, bringing calls from
irate listeners determined that America shall not be pushed from
its propaganda resistance."

With regard to the propagends originating abroad, the
writers stated that "the chief direct propagancda medium in the
second war is the government-controlled radio, which puts Keokuk
in Europe's backyard'.

"The European governments seem to stand in the back-
yard and shout their messages direct from government to citizen
with no middle-man sifter like the correspondent or the commer-
clal radio announcer", they continued. "The British evoke
Mr. Keokuk's sympathy by telling him thet the men and women in
the Anglo-Saxon homeland are going quietly and grimly about
their duty of saving the British Empire and civilization (it
used to be democracy they were saving until they put the issue
on a broadened basis).

"The British broadcests stress the old bulldog spirit,
which is reflected a2lso in the 'color' stories sent from London
to the United Stetes by newsvaper correspondents after being
passed by the censor - 'the populace has accepted the countless
wrenchings awey from normal peacetime life and hsbits with
admirable good humor and e minimum of grumbling', writes Edward
Angly in the New York Hersld Tribune.

"The German government, which could not reach America
eéxcept through its diplomatic and consuler agents during the
last war, when the British cut the cebles, began to address the
United States night after night over the radio when the second
War_camef The Germans adopted a slightly flattering tone, and
their message was aimed at convincing the United States that her
role was really one of isolation.

"The German propagenda toward Americea of the second
var has disclosed much greater intelligence than the first war
propaganda. In 1914 and 1915 Ambassador von Bernstorff in
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Washington, a man of great cherm and popularity among Americans,
sought to put across the theme of 'Lehrfreiheit' to the United
States. He did succeed in some part in taking the curse off
the Belgian propagenda of events, but the German Foreign Office
made him accede to heavy-handed power-propaganda schemes, execut-
ed by dull old Dr. Dernburg and Franz von Papen, the military
attache, whose operations really turned out to be better for
England than the most expensive British propaganda in the end.
The British, at the first war's close, declared officially that
they opened their propaganda campaign in the United States only
to combat the German undertakings."

XX XXXXXX
CUBAN STATION LIST PREPARED BY COMMISSION

Cuba has 77 broadcasting stations, 35 of which are in
Havana, a tabulation by the Federal Communications Commission
disclosed this week. The listing, together with frequencies,
call letters, and power, is available at the offices of the
FCC.

W SBPB o : ki
RADIO NEWS COMMENTATORS DRAWING BIG SALARIES

The European wer and public interest in internstional
developments have put radio news commentators in the big money
along with crooners, swing band leaders, and quiz experts, accord-
ing to a recent tabulation by Variety.

Weekly income of commentators and newscasters as
"estimated or repmorted", listed by the amusement journal, follow®

Walter Winchell, $€5,000; Edwin C. Hill, $3,500;
Dorcthy Thompson, $2,500; Lowell Thomas, $2,250; H. V. Kaltenborn,
$2,000; Gabriel Heatter, $2,000; EZlliott Roosevelt, $1,200;
Raymond Gram Swing, $1,000; Elmer Davis, $1,000; H. R. Baukage,
$850; Fulton Lewis, Jr., $750; Paul Sullivan, $750; Bob Trout,

$700; Eerl Godwin, $650; Graham MacNamee, $500; Drew Pearson-
Robert Allen, each $500.
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TRADE NOTES
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// WCSC, Charleston, S. C., has resigned from the National
Broadcasting Company Blue and Red networks, and will join the
Columbia Broadcasting System, effective January 1, 1940. The
station is owned by the South Carolina Broadcasting Company.
Operating at 1360 kilocycles with 1,000 watts power day and
night, WCSC joins Columbia's Southern Group, bringing the CBS
total to 118 stations in 117 cities. =
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The Federal Communications Commission this week granted
the application of Orville W. Lyerla, Herrin, I1l., for a con-
struction permit authorizing a new radiobroadcast station to
operate on the frequency 1310 kc., with power of 100 watts night,
250 watts to local sunset, unlimited time,

William Winter, Columbia's news analyst at WBT,
Charlotte, N. C., hes been appointed CBS Regional Educational
Director for the South, Sterling Fisher, Network Director of
Education, has announced, Mr. Winter will supervise the work
of CBS Educational Directors in Southern States and will co-
operate with educational leaders in developing Columbia's educa-
tional program schedule,
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The Federal Communications Commission this week
adopted its proposed findings, which were entered by the Com~
mission on June &, 1939, and entered its final order granting
the application of Thorne Donnelley for a permit to construct a
coastal harbor radio telephone station to be located in the
vicinity of Mackinac Island, Mich., to operate in the public
service on the frequencies 2550 and 2738 kc., with power of 400
watts, unlimited time on A3 emission.

The Danish llinistry of Public Works through the Mail
and Telegraph Department has issued an instruction forbidding
amateur radio transmitting. The prohibition has been issued as
& result of the Government's strong desire to keep Denmark
absolutely neutral. The country has about 450 redio amateurs.
They will, as long as the Europesan war lasts, confine their
activities to receiving and to scientific and experimental pur-
pPoses not involving transmissions.

XXXXXXXXX
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VOLUME OF RADIO SALES SEEN AHEAD OF 1937

At the present rate of unit seales, volume on radio
sets will not only far exceed 1938 but will surpass the heavy
1937 total, according to estimates in the industry, the New York
Times reported this week on its business page. Because of the
preponderance of the portable and table models, the average unit
price is much smaller than in 1937, however, and dollar volume
may fall below the figure for that year. The extensive promo-
tions on sets from $23 to approximately £30 ere attracting
customers who already have console models but ere led to buy the
table models because of the phonograph feature.

XXXXXXXXXX
CBS REPORTS PROFIT OF $2.05 A SHARE

The consolidated income statement of the Columbis
Broadcasting System, Inc., and subsidiary companies for the nine
months ended on September 30, issued this week, shoved a net
profit of 83,511,224 after expenses, interest, deprecistion,
Federal income taxes and other charges.

The profit was equivalent to $2.05 each on the
1,709,723 shares of £82.50 par value stock either outstanding on
September 30, or to be outstanding upon completion of exchange
of 0ld #5 par vslue stock.

In the corresponding nine months of 1938 Columbia
reported a net profit of $2,606,158, or $1.52 a share.

The results do not reflect operations of the Columbia
Recording Corporation and its subsidiaries, full ownership of
which was acquired this year. The results of the recording
corporation, which on the basis of estimates for the first nine
months of 1939 do not affect materially consolidated profits,
will be included in the consolidated figures at the close of the
current year, it was said.

At a meeting of the Board John J. Burns was elected a
Director. Mr. Burns ves formerly Judge of the Superior Court of
Massachusetts, general counsel of the Securities and Exchange

Commission and speciel counsel of the United States Maritime
Commission.

Directors also voted a cash dividend of 45 cents a
share on the present Class A and Class B stock of $2.50 par value.
The dividend is payable on December 8 to holders of record of
November 24, 1Including the current payment, dividends on each
class of stock will amount to #1.50 a share for 1939, against
$1.25 paid in 1938,
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