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McCORMICK CHAMPIONS FM; PUTS KIBOSH ON STUDIO AUDIENCES

The first owner of a major standerd brosdcasting station
to come out for Fi, Col, Robert R, McCormick, editor and publisher
of the Chicago Tribune, declared in an address over WGN that a new
era is opening up in radio - the era of frequency modulation,
Colonel McCormick spoke on a special progrem titled "The FM Miracle"
presented by WGN as a salute to WGN's FM ststion, WGNB, which is

beginning a greatly expanded progrem operation. WGNB henceforth
will be on the gir from 11 A,M, to 11 P.M., an extension of five

hours dsily,

Cclonel McCormick, who more end more seems to be taking
the lead in redio matters, set another precedent last week in
abandoning the huge studio audience which WGN has built up in the
"Chicago Theatre of the Air" to enable the station to give a better
broadcast to the outside listeners, It wes explsined that WGN's
technical and production staeffs hsve mainteined that by eliminating
the public a2ddress system necessary for studio audience, they will
be able to arrsnge new microphone setups doing full Jjustice to the
great symphony orchestrs, chorus, and soloists.

With regard to FM, Colonel McCormick said:

"Less than 30 years ago radio begen in this country as a
scattered group of local stations, Tach of these stations produced
its own programs and depended, elmost exclusively, on local talent.
In a 1little over 20 years those plens have been abandoned, Station
independence hes been virtually forfeited, In most stations vir-
tually ill origination has been abandoned and programs piped in from
New York,

"Our creed at WGN snd WGNB has always been that a sta-
tion's first duty is to its own community., Chicago is too large 2
city to become a flag stop. WGN and WGNB will continue to produce
their own progrems,

"Standard or AM broadcasting stations in the United States
have rsnges extending into hundreds of miles. Now s new era is
opening up - the era of frequency modulation! AM transmission and
FM transmission overlap. FM is best for local use, but only AM
extends well beyond the city limits. The combinetion of the two
will give the greatest service to the public possible in radio, It
should not be prevented either by selfish politicsl or selfish
personal reessons,

"From a practical standpoint, the ssme programs from the
same ownership should go out over both AM 2nd FM, In that wsy city
residents will hear their programs free of ststic, while people liv-
ing farther awey will still have the benefit of the best programs
procursble, "

An explenation of what FM is, how it was developed and
what it is expected to mean to the listening public was told in a
dramgtic presentation titled "The Ssge of FM",
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The cast included Norman Gottschalk es Marconi; Burr Lee
as Maj, Edwin Armstrong, the inventor of FM; Cerl Kroenke, as a
scientist who said "it couldn't be done", and Fone Summers as a
typicsl ennouncer,

On the morning of the broadcest, Larry Wolters, Radio
Editor of the Tribune, called attention to it as follows:

"We receive msny inquiries assking: 'How can we get WGNB
on our radio?! WGNB is WGN's sister FM (frequency modulation ste-
tion) and no one can hear it without an M band on his radio. Most
radios don't have these, but more FM sets coming on the market every
day.

"Every one, who is in doubt or puzzled by or curious about
FM, might well listen to WGN from 7:30 to 8 tonight. At this
time WGN, a stendard station which can be heard on any radio, will
endeavor to explain through drame, nerrative, and music 'The FN
Miracle.* "

The "Chicago Theatre of the Air" which henceforth will
be broadcast without studio guests, was started in May 1940, It
has played to studio audiences toteling more than 1,300,000, Future
broadcssts will come from WGN studios. An exception will be made on
March 22, when the show will be aired from Medinsh temple as a
feature of the Jewel Tea company's 15th anniverssry party.

"We're sorry to abendon our studio sudience policy", seid
Henry Weber, musical director of WGN and the Thester of the Air,
"but we believe by so doing we can sdd enjoyment to all listening
at home,

"Let's look at it objectively, In Medinsh temple, where
we have been holding the 'Thestre of the Air' brosdcasts, we can
accommodete 4,500 people; our WGN studio-thester seats around 600,
Contrast either of these figures with the millions of WGN and Mutuel
network listeners who will benefit from our new, improved broadcest-
ing technique. Out of this experiment in new pickup techniques we

undoubtedly will gein information useful to the entire radio
industry, "

XXAXIXXXXXXX
CPA PREDICTS INCREASED RADIO-RECORD, TV SET PRODUCTION

Redio manufacturers are expected to gear their production
to increased output of combinstion or radio-record player models
end television sets, according to the Civilien Production Admin-
istration 1947 Production Outlook, Production of teble sets hes
already resched o record monthly rate almost twice the average of
1940-1941, ond current demand is now eppsrently being met. In-
creases in cer radio production will be possible as fest as steel
1s mede available for cases, mountings and parts.

XXX XX XXXX
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WBBM WINS WILLKIE AWARD; FIRST PRESIDENTIAL PRESENTATION

The first time a broadcasting station has received this
distinction end, so far as known, the first time en award to a
radlo station has been presented by the President of the United
States, the national spotlight was turned on WBBM of Chicago last
Friday night when that station was named in a special category in
Washington of "™he Wendell L. Willkie Negro Journalism Awards",

H, Leslie Atlaess, of Chicago, Vice-President of the Columbia Broad-
casting System's Centrel Division, recelved the certificete from
President Trumen personally who commended the work of WBBM in co-
operating with the Chicago Defender, Negro newspaper, in presenting
a weekly progrem "Democracy, U.S.A." which dramatizes the lives of
outstanding Negroes who have contributed to imerica's progress.

Among the speakers st the dinner attended by Mrs, Willkie,
her son Philip and Wilour Forrest, President of the American
Society of Newspaper Editors, were Associeste Justice TFelix Frank-
furter and Frank L. Stanley, President of the Negro Publishers!
Associetion. Dougles Southsll Freeman, Richmond editor, presided.

In presenting the awerds, President Truman sald the Negro
press had amply demonstrated its capability for courageous construc-
tive reporting end editorial writing,

Described as one of the most vital advancements in radio
programming, WBBM's "Democracy, U.S.A." was pointed to as having
grown in importance and meaning since its first broadcast on May 4,
1946, Since thet time, the program hes won editorisl praise through-
out the nation and numerous awards, including those from the Chicago
Mayor's Commission on Human Relations, the Netional Assoclation for
Advancement of Colored People and the Chicago Council Against Reciel
and Religious Discriminstion.

In presenting the award to W33M end the Chicago Defender,
the Executive Committee of the Willkie Board of Directors created a
special category in addition to the three which cited Negro news-
papermen for their work in 194€,

Since its beginning, "Democracy, U.S.A.," has dramatized
the lives of more than a score of Negro men and women who have meade
notable achievements in the fields of education, music, drama,
sclence, government and socizl welfare, In the closing three min-
utes of each program, the person portrayed in the radio drame 1is
introduced fer a short talk on resce relations., Among those whose
life sories have been heard on the program have been: Paul Robeson,
Langston Hughes, Ralph Metcelfe, Dr. Chesrles Wesley, Duke Ellington,
Mrs, Emme Clarissa Clement, Lionel Hempton, Dr. Lloyd Augustus Hall
and Joe Louis,

Recognizing the potentisl role of redio as a public in-
strument for the bettering of human relstions and as a weapon in
the fight agsinst all forms of prejudice and discrimination, WBBM
Director of Public Relations Don E, Kelley, concelved the idea for
the program and worked it out with WBBM executives and the pub-
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lishers of the Chicago Defender. From a progrsm which began as @
humble plea for racial tolerance, the weekly series grew to an
award-winning schievement,

Dr, James W, Yard, Director of the Netional Conference
of Christiens snd Jews, recently endorsed "Democrscy, U,S.A." when
he recommended that Sundsy school classes in the Chicago area
devote part of thelr time to listening to the program which he
called "= fine education in rsce relations',

As a departure from its regular format, the progrem ser-
jes has recently introduced speciecl brosdcasts which pay tribute to
white men who have advanced the welfare of the Negro race,

"Democracy, U.S.A." is heerd esch Sundey on WBBM, 10:30
to 10:45 A,M., CST.

XXXXXXXXXX
TRAMMELL SEES COAST-TO-COAST TV SOON; COAX CABLE RUSHED

Simultaneously with the prediction of Niles Trammell,
President of the National Broesdcesting Compmeny that the creation
of a coast—to-coest television network is only a few years away,
is the news thet an unususl effort is being exerted by the Americsen
Telephone o2nd Telegraph Company to extend to the Pacific Coast the
new co-gxizl ceble which is cepable of cerrying television programs.
This new coexiel is being laid over a southern route via Atlanta,
Dallas, Phoenix snd Los Angeles., Severzl of the intermediate sec-
tions of this ceble between Atlenta and Delles are =2lrezdy in ser-
vice and the completion of the remsinder of the Atlsnte~Los Angeles
section is scheduled to be completed by the early Fall of 1947,

Mr, Tremmell, in an address marking the 25th anniversary
of Genersl Electric's station WGY at Schenectady, said:

"And now, 25 yeers later, history 1s reveating itself,
as the great new art and industry of television begins to develop
into a nationwide service to the public, WGY has its young brother
in television - Station WRGB established by the Genersl Tlectric
Company before the war - which has been pioneering in the broadcsst-
ing of sight-snd-sound just as WGY did in sound slone., % # %

"The first television network operation in history was a
two-station hookup between WNBT in New York and WRGB in Schenectady
on January 12, 1940, more than seven years 2go. Only last year,
with the inaugurstion of the co-a2xial csble between New York and
Weshington, the network expended into e four city onmeration, includ-
ing Philsdelphia,® * %

"By the end of this yesr it is expected that a station in
Baltimore and several in New England will have Joined the Atlantic
coast network, Regionel networks in other varts of the United States
will be esteblished in the nesr future, and the crestion of a cosst-
to-coast television network is only a few years eway."
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McCOSKER'S PLANS AS YET UNANNOUNCED; WITH WOR 23 YEARS

Whether Alfred J. McCosker, one of the best known and
most populer executives in the broadcasting industry - an out-
standing pioneer - who resigned as Chairman of WOR (Bamberger
Broadcasting Services, Inc.), New York last week, which position
he hzs held since 1933, will continue as Chairmen of the Mutuel
Broadcasting System where he has 2lse presided for the past ten
years, is not known,

An officiesl statement issued by the station explained
that Mr, McCosker had resigned, effective June 1 "Because of a
desire to curteil his activities", but it added that he "will,
however, continue for an additional term of yesrs ss a Director
end regular employee for consultaetion snd other advisory services
relating to WOR."

The story of Mr, McCosker's life since he beceme identi-
fied with WOR 23 years ago would be a cross-section of the history
of broadcasting itself,

Mr. McCosker was born in New York City in 1886. After
attending Manhstten College, he became a reporter for various news-—
papers in New York City. Later he was on the staff of the Denver
Times and the Denver Rocky Mountein News, He was the originstor of
the Psint-Up, Clean-Up Movement in Boston. He wes with the Exhi-
bitors!' Trade Review (motion picture trsde msgszine) as writer,
later editor 1916-18; public reletions counsel American Federation
of Lebor 1918-24; zlso press work for thestricel firms 1918-24,

From 1924-1933, Mr, McCosker was Director of Station WCR,
Newark, N.J.; Chairman of the Boerd, Mutusl Brosdcesting System
since 1934; Chairman, Redio Committee, New York World's Fair 1939;
Chairman, Redio Division, N, J, Crime Prevention League, 1933-34;
member Rsdio Code Authority, 1934; member Msyor's Committee to
Welcome Lindberg 1927; co-founder McCosker-Hershfield Cardisc
Foundation; member New York State Defense Boerd; end Defense Com=-
munications Boerd, Washington, 1941; Papal Knight of Yelta 1940;
awarded B'Nai B'Brith Meretorious Service Medal 1941; received
honorery degree LL.D at John Marshsll College, 1937; slso served
a8 Treasurer of the Netional Association of Broadcasters from
1928-32 2nd President of NAB 1932-34,

Mr, McCosker is now on a vecation in Florida,
X XXX XXXXX

An article z2bout Petrillo in the current issue of
Collier's is advertised ss follows:

"Jemes Caesar Petrillo. sweet-faced, terrible-temvered
potentate of music, is a herd guy to figure out. There seems to be
only one thing certain sbout this 'czar' - he is slways unpredict-
able. For a lively review of his incredible career, see !'Santa
Claus With A Forn' by George Frazier,"

X XXXXXXX
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COMMENTATORS JOIN PRESS AT WHITE HOUSE WRITERS' DINNER

There were quite 2 few radlo commentators at the dinner
given by the White House Correspondents' Associetion to the Presi-
dent last Saturday night prior to Mr, Truman's departure for Mexico,
Entertainment ususlly furnished by the networks wss remlaced this
year by telent the correspondents themselves bought, which sppeared
under the title "Caribbean Cepers" or "Haste Ls Vista" for President
Harry S. Trumen. The cast wes headed by Dinah Shore and included
Sid Caeser, Frankie Carle, Elesnor Powell, Ferruccio Tagliavini, of
the Metronoliten Overa Co,, with Earl Wilson as master of ceremonies.

Among those present in one way or another connected with
radio were:

K. H, Berkeley, Genersl Manager, WMAL; Thomss D, Blake,
International Telephone & Telegreph Corp.; T. Wells Church, Columbie
Broadcaesting System; Martin Codel, FM Magezine; Wasyne Coy, WINX,
Washington; Robert A, Erwin, Station Representetive; Esrl Gammons,
Vice-President, CBS, Washington; Eerl Godwin, Commentetor; Williem
Z. Gold; F., P, Guthrie, Assistent Vice-President, RCA Communica-—
tions, Washington; Richerd L, Harkness, NBC commentator; Ray Henle,
Commentator; Ernest Lindley, Commentator; Claude A, Mshoney, CBS
Commentator; Eugene Meyer, owner, Stztion WINX; Edgar Morris,

Zenith representative.

Also, Drew Pearson, commentetor; Bryson Rash, American
Broadcasting Company; Leonard Reinsch, Radio Advisor to the Presi-
dent; Paul M. Segel, Redio Counsellor; Eric Sevareid, Commentetor;
Carleton D, Smith, Generel Msnager, WRC; Sol Taishoff, publisher,
Broadcesting; Senator Cherles Tobey (R), New Hempshire; Albert L.
Warner, commentator.

XXXXXXX XXX
WOULD NOT ALLOW SUBVERSIVES TO TURN RADIO AGAINST U.S.

Asking if it is true freedom to allow our broadcasting
facilities to be used by those whose only object is to destroy our
Nation, end replying in the negative, Representative Thomas J.
Lane (R), of Massachusetts, introducing a resolution to prevent
this, said:

"Radio exerts a powerful influence over the minds and
emotions of the people. Used by clever and cynical propagandists,
1t could only weaken a nation from within and become the most deadly
medium of attack,

"To protect us from this denger which is slready at work,
I propose that we amend the Communications Act of 1934, with a view
to preventing the use of broedcasting facilities for the dissemins-
tion of materisl which is subversive to our democratic system of

government,
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"The smendment I suggest, reads as follows:

Sec. 303s (under title 111.) TIt shall be the duty
of the Commission to prescribe eppropriate regulations for the
purpose of preventing the use of radio broadcasting facilities
for the dissemination of views in furtherance of any movement
which 1s subversive of the Government of the United States, or
views advoceting theories or doctrines contrery to the Consti-
tution of the United States, or the constitution of any State
of the United States, in the matter of religious freedom or
freedom of the press,

"The broadcasting cheannels should be closed to those who
want to propagate treason,"

XXXXXXXXXX
PIONEERING OF WLW'S PAST 25 YEARS CALIED FUTURE BLUEPRINT

J. D. Shouse, President of the Crosley Broadcasting Corp.,
Cincinnati, on the 25th Anniversary of WLW, said:

. "Having been born and reared in this part of the country,
it 1s difficult a2t times for me to reslize that WLW is only twenty-
five years o0ld, Long before a great many of us now sssociated with
the station jJoined its staff, it had already become an institution
of great stature and great contribution both to its listening public
in many Stetes and to the broesdcasting industry itself.

"From the very inception of the station twenty-five yeers
ago I like to thinx that one dominsnt trait has characterized the
whole history of WLW, Someone once said, "There is nothing so cer-
tain as change itself", and so through the years WLW hes ever kept
Keenly alive and slert to new ways of serving its listeners in terms
of programs, es well es in terms of best possible transmission with
the strongest possible signal,

"We heve always explored every new field of technical
advance, and WLW has mede Cincinnati, here in the heart of the Middle-
west, a world-wide center for internstional broadecesting - literslly

the 'Voice of America', We have pioneered in facsimile transmission
and in the development of high-powered transmitters which today help

make Americen brosdcasting what it is,

"While the pest twenty-five years heve given the station
many opportunities in the essumption of greater and greater respons-
ibilities to the public, what has gone on in the pest is not nearly
S0 important ss what may well transpire in the future., The advent of
frequency moduletion conceivably may offer an additional means of
supplying to meny of our listeners a service which will improve the
clarity of reception, But of even more importsnce is the imminence
of television, in which we soon will be engesged, end which may well
revolutionize sn industry which, even during its relestively short
span of years, has come to play such an important role in the fields
of education and entertainment."

X XXX XXXXX
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ADMONISHES BROADCASTERS AND RADIO MANUFACTURERS

A highly critical sttitude towsrds both the broadcasters
and the radio manufacturers is taken in an article "Radio Listeners
Be Damned" in the February issue of the new Kiplinger Magazine of
Weshington, D. C. Certain portions follow:

"The U, S. radio industry is in a state of siege, For
the first time in its brief history, the broadcasting business is
being subjected to hostile public and official scrutiny., And with-
in radio's ranks there sre evidences of discontent with the shabby
comnercialism into which the industry has drifted. The pause for
self-identificstion has come not a moment too soon,

"Few business enterprises have ever made so much easy
money so fast as the American broadcasters, Ever since they grasp-
ed the true nature of commercial radio some twenty years ago -
wnich was, of course, to sell time over the air for advertising -
their profits have been fantastically rewarding,

But in a scramble for even higher profits the broadcasters
appear to hezve forgotten that they received theilr licenses in the
first place by promising to broesdcast 'in the public interest, con-
venience, and necessity'.

Instead, there is growing compleint that the radio indus-
try has borrowed s public-be-damned sttitude from the past, To-
gether with the set makers, the broasdcasters have the listener = who
really owns the air-waves - in the middle. He is getting an over-
dose of commercials and poor reception to boot.

In 1937 the broadcasters got 33 million dollars in profit
before taxes out of a gross of 114 million, but in 1944, their best
year, they piled up 90 million out of a totel take of 275 million -
or one dollar out of every three. This was a return of 109 percent
on their originsl investment in wires, receptionists, vacuum tubes,
studios and vice-presidents, snd s return of 223 percent on the
depreciated value of all broadcasting property at the beginning of
that year,

"In 1945, the last year for which figures are available,
profit 'fell off', but it was still a fat 83% million dollars,* * #

"Redio station and network owners play little more than a
walk-on role in the complex business of cramming the nation's ether
with everything from Bing Crosby to 'listen-for-cesh' programs, They
simply sell the purveyors of soap, food, drugs and cosmetics a one-
Wway pessage into the homes of the 60 million Americans who own redio
sets, And they sell it on a wave-length which they do not own, but
temporarily use by asuthority of the Federsl Communications Commission.

"In short, the broadcaster has % * % vyvoluntarily surrender-
ed control of his wave-length, granted him as a public trust, to
the biggest peddlers of goods,

"Last year the FCC p lumbed the depths to which broadcast-
ing had sunk and reported its dismel findings in its famous Blue
Book, entitled Public Service Respensibility of Broadcast Licensees.
In the book, the Commission took the broadcasters to task for
extreme commercislism snd offensive programming., The attack brought
red herring howls of free speech from the broadcasters, who accused
the Commission of communism, molestation of private enterprise, &nd
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of being a bunch of 'intellectual smert alecks'., But they offered
few facts to dispute the Blue Book's principal contention that the
broadcasters were abusing a public trust and that the American
peovle were teking an unnecessery beesting about the ears,

"Tast December the Supreme Court in an 8 to O decision,
sustalned the FCC's refusal to renew the license of WOKO in Albany,
N.Y. The decision definitely established the Commission's author-
ity to impose the death sentence on a station,

"With this support, the Commission noticeably toughened
its attitude on license renewals, Five stetions have been ordered
to appeer for hearings in San Antonio, Toledo, Philadelnhia and
Baltimore to determine whether they are living up to the public
Interest spirit of their licenses.

"spurred by the FCC and growing signs of indignation
throughout the country, the more sensitive elements of the radio
industry ere tending to f21l1l in line with the Blue Book plea for a
genersl reconsideration of their position, Meny are broadcasting
more locel news and using more locsal talent, More than 50 list-
eners! councils - the more active ones in the Midwest - have forced
many locel stations to abandon presentation of sloppy over-commer-
cialized progrems. #* % #%

"For every dollar which the broadcasters smend for trans-
mitting equipment, the public spends $25 for receiving sets. The
listener not only suffers at the hands of the broesdcasters, but is
browbeaten by the set makers, too, who hesve gone in for volume pro-
duction at the sscrifice of quality and high verformence - and even
of profit, Demend for lower priced models is being met while demand
for higher~quality receivers, ot less than exorbitant prices, goe€es
begging,

"Through violent price wars and an almost incomprehensible
eagerness for more sales, the set makers have turned the bulk of
their business into small table models. Since it is mathematicelly
impossible to produce a full, round tone from a smell loudspesker
encased in a tiny cabinet, the meskers have succeeded in debesing pub-
lic taste while slashing their own throats.

"Instead of making piles of money for themselves, the set
builders heve msde far more for the broadcasters, As more sets got
into the public's hands, the radio stations were eble to ask for end
get higher rastes from their advertisers for the sele of time, * % % #

"For the past 17 yeers the daytime maximum in commercials
hes renged from 1% minutes on a 5-minute news show to 9 minutes on
an hour's progrem. At night the range hss been 13 minutes to 6 min-
utes. Some stations monitored by the WCC have exceeded even these
prescribed limits., There hes been no limitation at all on spot
announcements, These jingles simply flood out of loudspeskers,¥* #* ¥

"The brickbats hsve been flying so fast - particularly
against the ever-present commercial - that William S. Paley, CBS
Chairmen, warned broadcasters last faell to sesrch their souls., Con-
ceding 'advertising excesses', Pasley condemned 'the too high per-
centage of commercial copy which is irritating, offensive, or in bed
taste, ' * % %

"In the present standerd broesdcesting bend, from 550 to
1600 kilocycles, there is room for only e limited number of stations.
With 1056 licensed transmitters currently on the 2ir, there is al-
ready great overcrowding,
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MMore then 821 stations are affiliated with four major
networks - NBC, CBS, ABC and Mutual. The condition hes made it
possible for the networks to degrade program quality at will,

"Pake the soap operas, for example. Many people violently
dislike this form of mass entertainment, which dredges up the emo-
tional sludge of Americen life for its raw materisls. Nevertheless,
half the deylight time of the two biggest networks, NBC and CBS, 1s
devoted to soap operas.%* ¥* # *

"Moreover, it turns out that soap overes are popular =
with the advertisers. They asre extremely cheep to produce and high-
ly orofiteble to the networks.

"LLately the networks have been offering more high-grade
sustaining progrems, but in most cases they sre broadcast late at
night or in the poor listening hours of Saturdsy afternoons and
Sunday mornings.

"But the networks do not guerantee that their susteiners
will be used by the affilisted stetions. Locel stations have to
carry at leesst three out of every five hours of network commercisl
programs, for whicn they ere handsomely peid. But they may reject
a sustsining show in favor of locel commercielly-sponsored progrems,
And they have consistently done so. coulad

"The broasdcasters, of course, ’hesve prevented their sell-
out to the advertisers, but it would have cost them money. Now it
mey be too lete, for sdvertisers have obtained vracticelly all the
control they need.

"The FCC has renorted that CBS gets 26 percent of its bus-
iness from four advertisers and 38 percent from four advertising
agencies. A quarter of ARC's teke comes from four advertisers and
37 percent from four agencies. Mutusl gets 23 percent from four
advertisers end 31 vercent from four agencies. NBC publishes no
comparable figures, but the proportion is probably about the same,

"Likewise the set mekers are fsiling to live up to their
promises, Among their highly advertised post-wsr miracles were go-
ing to be bigger and handsomer consoles, television sets at $100 to
$250, and, for a few extra dollars, FM,

"But the present-dsy product is the same pre-war receiver-
only its going at a much higher price, Of the estimated 12 million
units produced from V-J Doy to the end of lsst yesr, only a few hun-
dred thousand were consoles, And except for the higher price tags
they were indistinguishable, both in tone and eppesrasnce, from pre-
war models, In the same period there were manufesctured fewer than
4000 television sets - with prices ranging from $300 to $2500 - &nd
only a driblet of radio receivers equipped to take M,

"So bedly did the mekers fail to live up to expectations
that the FCC muttered unofficielly sbout 2 hold-back conspiracy to
enable the industry to sell two sets to the hungry post-war market:
the first one without FM 2nd the second with it. Idaho Senator
Teylor asked the Attorney Generel for an enti-trust probe,

"But the set builders may be forced to place FMs on the
market sooner than they planned. The public will demend them, There
probably will be almost 1000 FM stations on the air by the end of
the yeer, with many more to come, For FM technicelly has room to

support 5,000 stetions,
- 10 -
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"The arrival of television snd FM threstens the broad-
casters with the thing they fear most: new competition, And these
new developmeénts can spell an end to the dictatorshin of the ad-
vertisers, too, Television does not lend itself to cheap use of
the spoken commercial; FM meens thousends of lusty new sgétions,
anxious to win public respect and approval,

"So the monopoly now enjoyed by the brosdcasters may be
rive for smashing. As they have to get out end scratch for listen-
ers, the broesdcasters will heve to offer more then they have in
the past. "

XXXXXXXXXX
REGARDING ANTENNAS FOR FM SETS

The following is a copy of a letter written to Mr, Williem
R, Hutchins, Menager, Rsdio Station WFMR, New Bedford, Mass,, by
J. E. Brown, Assistant Vice-President of the Zenith Radio Cornore-
tlon and reprinted with Mr, Brown's permission:

"T note with interest the Februsry Sth issue of the Heinl
News Service which carries some comments on your cempaign with res-
pect to antennes for FM sets, Wnen you speek of built-in antennes
on FM sets, I presume you are not including the line cord antenns
which we use on Zenith sets. This is a patented development of the
Zenith Redio Corporation and is something which we have most care-
fully investigeted comparatively with all other types of built-in
antennes that we know of 2nd that have come to our attention,

"Outside of occesional peculiarities at a particular sock-
et where a set may be plugged in, we have found the performance of
this antenna pickup system good enough so thet many people get en-
tirely adequate FM reception; as for instesnce, eround Chicego gener-
8lly up to 20 or 25 miles even in this day of reletively low power
of FM transmitters the line cord antenna is entirely satisfactory.
This means, of course, that it is working with a few hundred micro-
volts,

"We hzve never been 2ble to find 2 built-in antenna which
is equivelent to this line cord azntenns in 211 respects and, of
course, -for teble models there is not even 2 remote comvarison,

Your comments in the Heinl News Service are directed toward built-in
antennas 2nd on this basis I can generelly egree with them, I went-
€d to meke these points cleesr, however, with respect to the line cord
antenna and to differentiate between it and the built-in antenna, "

XXXXXXXXXX

The Idshe House of ERenresentatives edopted unanimously
2 Senaste-approved bill absolving redio stetions of liability for
libelous or defematory statements broesdcast by persons not affili-
ated with the stations, Redio stations would not be held respons-
ible for statements brosdcesst unless malice on the part of the sta-

tlon owner could be proved.

XXX XX XXXX
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MILWAUKEE JOINS THE TELEVISION PROCESSION

Arrangements have been concluded snd contracts signed for
the delivery of complete RCA Television studio and broadcasting
equipment to Stetion WTMJ, the television stetion of the Milwaukee
Journal, -

The RCA equipment on order by WITMJ includes two Image
Orthicon field cemeras and complete field pick-up equipment, a 5-kw
television transmitter, input end monitoring equipment, a l6émm tele-
vision motion picture vrojector, a special television camera for
pick—-up from films, and a 3-bey super-turnstile antenna and diplexer
unit,

Also on order with RCA for WTMJ is 2 50-kilowatt FM trans-
mitter, RCA Type BTF~00A.

XXXXXXXXXX
RCA INSTALLS POWERFUL TRANSMITTER FOR STATION XERF IN MEXICO

Keeping up with the news and President Truman's visit
South of the Border, Meade Brunet, Vice~President of RCA and Mesnag-
ing Director of the RCA Internstional Division, znnounces that RCA
nas completed the installation of a powerful transmitter for Ste-
tion XERF in the Mexicen border town of Villa Acuns, State of
Coahuila,

The stetion, wnich will cost 8300,000 to build, is operat-
ing temporarily on 5Q,000 watts, but its power mey be increased to
150,000 watts. It is described 2s the most advenced transmitting
unit in Letin Americe by its operators Ramon D, Bosquez, lexXxican
radio advertising executive, and Arturo C, Gonzelez, Texas lawyer,

Mr., Brunet ssid thet into the station, which brozdcasts
on 1570 kc, have gone many wartime advances in radio transmission,
Among the modern features eare sutometic methods of operation, There
1s a push~-button control for tuning the transmitter and a system of
relays thet sutomsticelly out the transmitter on end off the s&ir.
Alr cooling hes replsced conventional water-J}acket cooling of tubes.

The trensmitter is known as the RCA 50-F, high-level modu-
lated and sir cooled. Instzlletion, in addition to the transmitter,
included epproprieste antennas and modern studio equipment, The
radiator is a hrlf-wave verticel type being fed over an RCA six-
wire line,

4fter comnletion of tests, Station XERF went on the air
with = four-hour inaugural ceremony and progrems sttended by the
Governor of Coeshuila =nd other Mexicen digniteries,
X XXXXXXX
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SCISSORS AND PASTE
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Radio's $78,000,000 Talent Bill
("Variety™)

Tstimeted telent costs (exclusive of time) for nighttime
and deytlme vrogramming on the four mejor networks represent an ex-
gendlture of €1,500,000 a week for 1947, On en snnual basis that's

78,000,000 - rellectlng radio's comeuppance in the field of enter-
teinment and a figure which puts redio right up with the top show
blz brackets,

The figure represents esn ell-time high in programming ex-
penditure on the pert of the nation's bank-rollers, despite the pre-
vailing cryto sgencies to "cut down costs, give us cheaper shows, "

The everage on a nighttime show cost is still in the
87,000-88,000 2 week bracket, which is slightly higher, in fact,
then durlng the lush war yeers, but if you want s too caliore star
of the Benny-Bergen-Allen-Crosby-McGee & Molly-Centor, 3urns & Allen,
et al,, variety, you still got to plunk down snywhere from S15,000
to $25,000 a week,

Daytime shows averege ebout 81,800 a2 week, That'!s been
pretty static for some yesrs,

(Editor's Note: The annusl estimated weekly network program
costs for 1947 zppeared in Variety of Feb, 26, This gives in alph-
abeticel order the smount every progrem on the eir now reoeives.?

Keot Home Ry Bad Cold RBut Goes Plesces Vis Television
(Lerry Wolters in M"Chicago Tribune®)

Snow end cold-bound fcold in the hesd 2s well as the
weather) over the week-end, we used television as a window to look
out on verious Chicagolsnd activities. WBKB brought into the living
room a boxing bout from the Rainbow srena, the double header basket-
bzll fezture between Nortawestern and Purdue and DePaul 2nd Kentucky
from the Chicego Stadium, and the Rlackhawk-Bruins hockey metch,

Besides these sports, the television cemera, tresined on
the Science museum Saturdey sfternoon, gsve the femily the opvortun-
ity viceriously to navigste the link trainer in the JacXson Park
Building,

Then there were studio shows: Telechats, with Bill Hemil-
ton; TelquiZlCrls with Joe Wilson and Meg Hesun, #nd Stump Authors
vith Jeck Peyne, Dorothy Dey, end Louis Zara spinning three more
original storles Te also saw travel films, animeted cartoons, and
other movie shorts, It wss o varied fare of entertainment, mindful
of tne fact thet it was £11 viewed without stirring from the house,

Basketbell lends itself well to telecasting, Thne playing
ar€a is limited so the cemers can keep within eesy range. The geme
is action cremmed, tae bzll eezsy to follow, end slways within full
View wnen scores sre mede,
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Televiewers can see Jjust about everything in basketbell,
compare heights of Jjumvs, fouls, "trsveling with the bsll" - some-
times we thought we noticed it when officisls didn't - interceptions
and shots. These gemes were thrillers with the outcomes in doubt

until the lest minute.
A neighbor who dropped in said he would be =zble to startle

another member of his family who went to the stadium to see the
game s,

"I'11 tell him the details of how DePzul scored that
startling upset es soon as he gets in", the neighbor said,

The week-end wes pleassnt, thanks to television, and to-
night at 8:30 comes television's comedy show, the wrestling ot the
Midway arena over WBKB.

Excessive Heering Aid Profits Hit
(Reprinted from "Hygeiam in "Resder's Digest™ March 1947)

By conservative estimste, there sre 2,000,000 men and
women in the United States wno should be weering heering aids, but
are not, Menufecturers of 2ids ere going sfter this mesrket 2s never
before, They heve made their instruments more efficient and less
conspicuous, And they sre overcoming the silly prejudice ageinst
wearing an a2id, After 211, why be more self-conscious about an e2id
for the ear then one for the eye?

A lively battle is taking plsce within the industry, with
the public as chief beneficiery. Up to 1943 a good aid was start-
lingly expensive; many cost $£200, Suddenly Zenith Radio introduced
an aid at £30,

Nlneteen manufacturers organized the fmericen Hearing Aild
Association #nd descended on the Federal Trade Commission, accusing
Zenith of unfair competition in selling below cost of manufacture.

"Below cost'" fired back Zenith, with uncomfortable nre-
cision, MVo 2id on the market costs over $20 to produce,

- S wm e wme e e = e

Pleces Pearson's Rsdio Audience At 9,000,000
(Richerd Wilson in "Look" Magezine)

Drew Pearson is a likesble man of 42 who nets more then
$100,000 a yezr for revesling the inside story of Weshington, %¥%##

Peerson writes "Washington Merry-Go-Round." This column
of fact a2nd opinion is sold to 600 newspapers with 20,000,000 circu-
lation. Every Sundsy night 9,000,000 radio listeners nervously
await nis "Predictions of Talngs to Come ",

He is trying to wrest from Hearst a powerful radio station
in Baltimore, 40 miles from the White House. Then, with his associ-
B, Fobert S Allen, he plens to flood the nstionel cepitel with
1nformatlon end culture,

Cther newsmen reluctently concede tnat Drew is the most
influentiel writing journslist in Weshington. Meny of them elso
think his influence is bed. It is often herd to tell when he is
rignht or wrong.

(Continued 2t end of Pege 16)
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TRADE NOTES
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While President Trumen was at Grendview visiting his
motner Sunday, Ambassador de los Monteros, who accompanied the
President to Mexico, went on a sightseeing tour of Kansas (City., His
escort was Tom Evans, a crony of Mr, Trumen and owner of Station
KCWMO, ABC Kansas City outlet,

S s G T s s St e By Pt G s G e - s e S P

The latest guess on what the decision of the Federal
Communications Commission will be with regard to coclor television
versus bla&k and white was mede by a prominent brosdcaster who pre-
dicted the Commission "would cerry water on both shoulders',

Directors of Sylvanie Electric Products, Inc. declered the
reguler querterly dividend of $1,00 a share on the £4,00 cumuletive
preferred stock, payable April 1, 1947 to stockholders of record ot
the close of business March 21, 1947, Directors elso declared a
dividend of 35 cents a share on the common stock.

Mrs, Fenny Litvin hss the support of Senator Murrey (D),
of Montena, snd other members of Congress for the vacancy on the
Federal Communicetions Commission, She's an ®CC lawyer,

Allen B, Du Mont steted last week that in the four-week
period between January 27 and February 23, his orgenization had
shipped in excess of $875,000 worth of television receivers, Dr.

Du Mont further steted thet the remeining backlog of unfilled orders
for telesets still totals more then 83,100,000,
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An eddress mede by Brig. Gen., David Sarnoff, President
of the Radio Cornmoration of America, "Science at New Altitudes"
before the Cincinnati Technicel end Scientific Soclieties Council
has now been reprinted in a brochure,

Mrs. Frenk M. Russell, wife of NBC's Weshington represente-
tive entertsined at luncheon recently a2t the Statler Eotel in honor
of Mrs, Niles Tremmell of New York, wife of the President of the

National Brosdcasting Company,.
Ranking guest was Mrs, Wallace H, White, wife of Senate

Majority Lesder, =nd otherspresent included Mrs. Joseph H, Ball, wife
of Senator Ball; Mrs, Clerence J. Brown, wife of Renresentative Erown;
Mrs, Even Howell, wife.of Representative Howell; Nrs, Charles G, Ross,
wife of the Secretary to President Truman; Mrs. Cherles R. Denny, Jr.
wife of the Cheirman of the FCC; Mrs. Paul A, Walker, Mrs, E, K, Jett,
Mrs, Rey Wekefield and Mrs., Rosel Hyde, wives of Federsl Communica-
tions Commissioners; Mrs, Esrl Gemmons, wife of CRS Vice-President

in Washington; Mrs. Jostin Miller, wife of the President of NAB,

Mrs, Cerleton Smith, wife of NBC Weshington Generel Manager, Mrs
Williem McAndrew, Mrs, George Wheeler, Mrs, Richerd Harkness and

Mrs, Morgan Beetty.
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The 100th anniversery of the birth of Alexander Graham
Bell, inventor of the telephone, used the Franklin Public School
Building, whieh is still standing and in service, in 1880 for early

experiments in the transmission of wireless messages.
Stationing Sumner Teinter, an associate, on the school

roof, the inventor was able to "throw" Teiner's voice across to a
laborstory sbout a block away. This telephoning via a beam of

lignt anticipated use of infre-red reys for communication as applied
by the militery in Wbrld Wars I and ITI.

Brosdcast Measurement Bureau has issued its BMB Area
Audience Report, a 780-page volume showing day and night audiences
of 800 radio stations in 3,500 United States and Canadian counties
and 1,200 cities. The volume, which i1s priced at #35, is being
sent to subscribing stations and members of the Americen Associe-
tion of Advertising Agencies end the Associstion of Nationel Adver-
tisers,

Chief Justice =nd Mrs. Fred Vinson were the guests in
whose honor Mr, end Mrs, Justin Miller entertsined et dinner last
week in their epsrtment at Wardman Perk Fotel in Weshington. Judge
Miller is President of the Netional Associstion of Broasdcesters,

WOR's Chief Engineer and Vice-President, Jack R, Poppele
will meke an address on "Television's Appeal to Women" on Fridey,
March 7, during the convention of the Associetion of Women Broad-
casters of the National Associstion of Broesdcasters at the Hotel
Roosevelt in New York, ©Poppele is the President of the Association
of Television Broadcasters,
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A 104-week renewal contract - probsbly the first of its
kind in radio - has been signed by the Frank ¥, Lee Commany of
Danbury, Conn,, with the American Brosdcasting Company covering
sponsorsinip of the Sundsy evening brosdcasts of Drew Pearson,

Sidney Whitmore Ashe, a retired electrical and radio
engineer of Pittsfield, died Tuesday night in New Lebanon, N.Y,,
at the age of 68, Mr, Ashe wes with the General Electric until he
Joined the redio staff at WGY in Schenectady. He leaves a widow,

XXXXXXXXXX

(Continuation of "Plcces Pearson's Readio Audience At 9,000,000" in
"Scissors and Paste™, page 14,

So, to borrow s Pesrson phrese, here is my prediction:

Unless Pearson ceases carrying showmenshio up to the point
of fekery in his writings znd brordcasts;

And unless he stcps building up his listeners to en awful
let-down in his predictions,

Then his resders =2nd listeners retings will continue to
sag at embarressing moments, s they did lest Spring and Summer,

Pearson is a grest newsvasper reporter, the envy as well
@8 the despair of newsmen,

XXX XXXXXXX
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