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September 17, 1947

BROADCASTERS' CONVENTICN IN FULL SWING; RECORD ATTENDANCE

The rsdio industry now assembled at Atlantic City for the
25th annual meeting of the National Association of 3roasdcasters has
kept 1itself on the front page as never before, Early reports are
that the attendance is the largest in the history of the organiza-
tion and thet all records have been broken,

The first work of the convention was consideration of a
new code of standards proposed for the broadcasting industry which
was presented Monday by Robert D, Swezey, Vice-President of the
Mutual Zroadcasting System, Chairman of the Code Committee, Propos-
ing, as it does to cut advertising on the air from 15 to 20 percent,
this clause of the code is expected to prove one of the most contro-
versial topics of the Atlantic City assembly., The main reduction
in the amount of time devoted to commercials, however, would be in
the programs before 6 P.M,

The proposed new code which in agate type requires about
9 newspeper columns would seriously cremp the style of disk jockeys
end restrict audience participation and "give away" programs,

One of the facts brought to the attention of the convention
was that the National Association of Broadcasters hed no power to
enforce a code under its present rules and regulations, According
to Jack Gould of the New York Times, power of enforcement might come
later in the form of the code's use by the Federal Communications
Commission as a minimum standard of performsnce for stations seeking
renewagl of their licenses from the Government,

Highlights in the proposed new brosdcasters' code are:

A Dblanket stipulation that no fifteen-minute program con-
tain more than three minutes of commercisls, a provision that would
strike in particular at many disk Jockeys, the so-celled "give-awey"
programs and many audience-participation shows,

The placement of only one commercial "spot" announcement
between regularly scheduled programs. (Many stations now use two or
even three "spots" between programs. )

A ban on any commercial announcement in the middle of a
news broadcast that is less than fifteen minutes in length,

A surprise clause was the prohibition of the dramatization
of political or other controversial issues, This was construed as
being aimed at the Democratic Nationel Committee snd in earlier years
Senator Vandenbergh, of Michigan, a Republican, dubbing in the voice
of President Franklin D, Roosevelt into political speeches. Senator
Vandenbergh, who thought up the idea in one of the earlier Roosevelt
Campaigns, was cut off by the network but WGN of the Chicago Tribune
and several other stations used it in full nevertheless, The
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Michigan Senator first would let the listener hear Roosevelt'!s cam—
paign promises in the lestter's own words and then would tell how in
his, the Senator's, opinion they were not carried out,

The need for prompt action by the broadcasters to meet pub-
lic criticism of radio by the adoption of a new code was voiced by
Sigurd S, Larmon, Chairman of the Board of Young & Rubicam, one of
the largest advertising agencies, and by Charles G. Mortimer, Jr,,
Vice~-President - of the General Foods Corporation and Chalrmen of the
Advertising Council,

XXXXXXXXXX
PROPOSAL TO HOBBLE CRIME PROGRAMS SPARKS NAB CONVENTION

An exciting curtsin raiser for the convention was when
under the gulding hand of Niles Tremmell, President of the Nationsal
Broadcasting Company, stations affillated with N3C voted to ban the
broadcasting of crime and mystery programs before 9:30 P,M. New York
time,

This apparently came as a complete surprise to the compet-
ing networks who, however, pulled no punches in expressing them-
selves,

Frank Stanton, President of the Columblia 2roadcasting
System, said that the problem of mystery shows on the air was relat-
ed more to the manner in which they were presented than to the hour
of day at which they were heargd,

"It's not the mystery show per se", he contended. "It's
the way i1it's handled, the treatment and care with which it is pro-
duced, "

Mr. Stanton held that there 'was no maglc to the hour of
9:30" and that it was not consistent with programming balance to
group all programs of one type within a given period,

It's a 1little unrealistic", Mr, Stanton added, noting
that the N=C ban in the Central Time zone was fixed at 8:30 P,M, when,
he s8aid, children might still be up,"

Edgar Kobak, President of the Mutual 3roasdcasting System,
declared:

"That'!s a lot of hooey. 1It's just as though we were going
to tell you that we won't carry any soap operas simply because we
don't have any,

fould Trammell (Niles Trammell, N3C president) have done
it if they had ten mystery shows on before 9:30? Are they going to
take off their serisls, too? I have heard some criticism - much of
it unjustified, because if the serial is handled properly, it is all
right - of them, "
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Mark Woods, President of the American Broadcasting Company,
sald that it was so much "hokum" to assume that children of all ages
could be protected from mystery programs merely by selection of g
time limitation,

"The younger children should be protected from the pure
thriller, of course, but the older children will listen to them
regardless", he said,

For the central time zone the limitation on NBC crime shows
is fixed at 38:30 P.M,, the earlier hour being due to technical con-
slderations which it was s8aid could not be altered immediately. In
the mountain and Pacific time zones the limitation is put at 9 P.M.,
local time,

The proposal regarding mystery broadcasts sald:

"While mystery and crime storles are as old as literature
iteelf, the vivid, living portrayal of such dramas on the alr have
an impact on the Juvenile, adolescent or impressionable mentality
that cannot e underestimated, "

XXXXXXXXXX
"5,000,000 TV VIEWERS IN '48", SARNOFF; HITS McDONALD PROPOSAL

Television had its inning at the Atlantic City broadcast-
ers' convention first by addresses of Gen, David Sarnoff, President
of the Radio Corporation of America and Frank E, Mullen, Executive
Vice-President of the National Sroasdcasting Company, at the first
annual NBC convention; second, by General Sarnoff characterizing as
impractical a proposal by E. F. McDonald, Jr,, of Chicago, President
of the Zenith Radio Corporation to offer television over telephone
lines; third, a spirited reply from Commander McDonald; and fourth,
a demonstration of television pictures 6 by 8 feet in size sent from
New York to Atlantic City via Philadelphia over the longest chain
ogomicro~wave relays ever used for this purpose - a distance of
200 miles,

Asserting that there would be 5,000,000 viewers for tele-
vigion by the end of 1943, General Sarnoff said that the new art is
"no longer around the corner, but right on the door step," He pre-
dicted that by the end of next year there will be installed and in
use a total of 750,000 television receivers throughout the country,

Both General Sarnoff and Mr, Mullen predicted that sound
and sight broadcasting will combine in due course. M"The fusion of
sound broszdcasting with television is destined to come in radio
ultimately just as the combination of sight snd sound came in motion
plctures", Genersl Sarnoff said,

"The National Broadcasting Compsny is now committed to the
launching of television on a national scale, and all of the net-
work's television resources are at the disposal of its affiliates™,
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said Mr, Mullen further, "The N3C ie gearing in every direction
to bring national television to this country, Television is now
launched, and we are going forwsrd with it.,"

Referring to McDonald-Zenith proposal of receilving tele-
vision programs over the telephone paying for such programs as you
may desire to heesr, General Sarnoff sald:

"p system of so-called wired 'phone-vision' would intro-
duce a monopoly feature into television by limiting its service to
telephone subscribers®, he seid, ". . . the political implications,
the legal and regulatory aspects, as well as the technlcal diffi-
culties of preventing non-payers from receiving the same programs,
dooms such an impracticel system at the start,

"Such a system, which would limit its service only to
those who would agree to pay for the programs as well as for the
receivers, is an idle dreen", he asserted,

In reply to this, Commander McDonald sent the following
telegram to the New York Times:

"Statement of David Sarnoff, quoted by you in your
September 14 story, attacking phone Vision system of providing pay-
as~-you-see television service reveals either serious distortion or
complete misunderstanding of facts on the part of General Sarnoff,

fbhone vision receivers do not, as he alleges, limit their
service only to those who would agree to pay for programs. They
provide for full, free reception of all sponsored or sustaining
programs with commercials that are broadcast free to owners of
ordinary television sets. In addition, they will enable set owners
to see in their own homes, for a modest fee, new movies, theatrical
spectacles, championship sports events, and other costly features
that can otherwise be seen only after paying admission at the box
office,

"First run movies, Broadway plays, and similar features
never have, and never will, be available to the public free of
charge., Their production cost, which sometimes exceeds one million
dollars per hour, is so great that advertising sponsors can never
pay the bill,

"In 1925 General Sarnoff predicted that commercial tele-
vision would be here within five yesrs, but television has languish-
ed for more than twenty years because of lnadequate programming,
Prominent national advertisers are dropping television todey because
the high cost of producing successful programs is beyond their bud-
get. Phone vision, by moving the theater into the home along with
other television, provides the two great services needed to make
the video art a commercial success snd a service of incalculable
value to the public, The phone vision set of the future, which will
provide free and pay~-as—-you-see television, will cost no more than
ordinary, one-service television sets do today."

- 4 -



Heinl Radio News Service 9/17/4%

The large 6 by 8 feet television plctures originating in
New York and beemed to Atlantic City by way of Philedelphia, pro-
vided the first public demonstretion of television transmission
over such a grest distance by means of super-frequency microwave
television relays, according to T, A, Smith of RCA.

"It demonstrates", he said, "that microwave equipment can
be employed for transmission of television progrems over long dis-
tences, and points the wey towsrd expansion of television program
service to reach a greater number of people, "

The demonstrations were presented cooperatively by the
fmerican Brosdcesting Compeny, the National Broadcasting Company,
their affilistes WFIL-TV and WPTZ, and the RCA Victor Division of
the Radio Corporstion of America,

XXXXXXXXXX
FCC AID SOUGHT IN FM DUPLICATION; DILLARD NEW FM PRESIDENT

The main result of the first annual convention of the FM
Association in New York last week was to put up a proposal to the
Federal Communications Commission that the Commission prohibit net-
work agreements with radio ststions that prevent the simultaneous
Oroadcasts on both standard =nd FM stetions. A preamble to the
resolution was ™thet the advancement of FM at this time will best
be accomplished by the duplication of regular network programs over
M facilities, "

In another resolution the convention asked the manufactur-
ers to turn out more low—priced Flf sets and in still another urged
Fl station operators to give better programs, to use more live
telent and not depend so much on recordings,

Everett L, Dillard, Genersl Manager of WASH-FM, Washington,
D.C., was elected President of the FM Association for 1947-48;
William E, Ware, KSWI, Cmaha, Neb,, Vice-President; &, J. Hodel,
WCFC, Zeckley, W. Veo., Secretery, sndThomas F, McNulty, WMCP, Balti-
more, Treasurer, J. N, Zeiley was re-elected Executive Director,

A lifetime membership scroll was presented to Maj. Edwin
H., Armstrong, inventor of Fi., Also scrolls for outstanding contri-

buﬁions to FM to Jeck Gould, Redio Editor of the New York Times and
others,

Evidently speeking from personal experience, Representa-
tive Carroll D. Kearns, (R), of Pennsylvania, who so recently had
Jemes C, Petrillo, President of the Americsn Federation of Musicisns
on the green carpet in Washington, advised the convention that they
had better try to come to some kind of an sgreement with the tough
little music leader rather than to endeavor to settle it by an 2zct
of Congress,
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Representative Kearns, who is Chseirman of a House Labor
sub-committee, went so far as to sey he believed Mr, Petrillo want-
ed to do the right thing for FM. "Arbitration and negotiation are
the only solution of the controversy", the Pennsylvenia solon con-
cluded. "You'll never be able to legislate this situation away."

Acting upon the suggestion of Mr., Kearns the FMA Directors
leter gppointed the following committee which it is expected will
meet in the Congressman's office at an early date;

Everett Dillard, Cheirmen; Resymond F, Kohn, WFMZ, Allen-
town, Pa.; Morris S, Novik, of the Unity 3roadcasting System; Marion
Claire, WGN3, Chicago, and J, N, bailey of FMA,

Paul A, Walker, Vice-Chairmen of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission was of the opinion that F network program duplica-
tion was not essential and likewise suggested that the FM stations
originate their own programs,

"Duplication of programs will be a substentiel aid to .FM",
Commissioner Welker said, "However, I do not agree that the whole
future of FiI turns on duplication. I think that FM broadcasters
should proceed to develop progrems specificelly for ®M, There is
plenty of room for new types of progrems and especielly for progrems
peculiarly suited to high fidelity tranemission."

"AMlreedy, sixty million Americans live within the range
of one or more FM stations. ©Note that I say 'live within the
range!, I do not sey that they are sll hearing FM. 3Because of the
lack of FM sets, very few of them are able to hear the new FM sta-
tions. All in 211, comperatively few people know whet those myster-
ious initials 'FM' signify, For too meny folks, FI is still in the
category of the sea serpent and the flying szucer,% % % %

"T am glad to have the opportunity afforded by this con-
vention to re-aoffirm the enthusiesm of the Commission for this new
type of broadcasting and to call attention ageln to its merits,

"The main advantages of FM asre as follows:

"First: Fil is easier on the ears. It is virtually free
from static and other electricel noise, from interference and fading.

"Second: FM hes high fidelity. Its range brings 21l the
tones and over-tones of every instrument in the orchestra,

"Third: FM means more service, Most communities will Dbe
eble to have more FM stations then they now have AM stations, Gen-
erally, the stations in a given community will be similar in the
coverage they provide, That means that a station cannot rely on
superior power, as at present, to compete for an audience. It will
have to compete on the basis of excellence of progrems, Here we heve
true equality of opportunity,
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"The opportunity for more stations also means that new
people with new ideas can come into the field, It means a greater
possibility of cetering to minority tastes and of expanding discus-
sion of controversisl issues, "

Declaring that radio manufacturers already have invested
millions of dollars in FM and have incurred heavy losses in develop-
ing FM receivers, Mr., Mex F. Zelcom, President of the Radio Manu-
facturers' Association, said:

"The manufacturers who comprise RMA are just as much inter-
ested as the brosdcasters in FMA in making FM broadcasting a going,
paying business, "

Set manufacturers have produced more then 700,000 AM~FLI
receivers since the war, Mr. Zelcom szid, and the rate of production
is expected to increase sharply during the remaining months of 1947
due to the development of reasonably priced FM table models by an
increasing number of manufacturers,

IMr, Zalcom 8aid that, although all production has declined
during the Summer vacation period, there is no reason to believe
that the HMA estimate of approximately two million FM receivers in
1947 will not be reached.

Mr, Zalcom warned FM broadcasters, however, that it will
take seversl years to build up an FM audience comparable to that now
in the AM field.

XXXXXXXXXX
WIND, CHICAGO, PLANS EXPiNDING BASE3ALL TO FIVE STATES

WIND, Chicago, of which Ralph Atlass is President, plans
to expand its Midwest Zasebsll Network for the 1948 season, Mr,
Atlass has invited 50 stations in Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin,
Indiane and Iowa to attend a meeting at the Ritz hotel, Atlantic
City this week to discuss coop participation in the network, whose
prime concern is the broadcassting of the Chicago Cubs games,

The MEN heretofore wes managed on the outside, Next
seeson it will be operated directly by WIND, which loczlly broadcasts
the games for 0ld Gold snd Walgreen,

XXXXXXXXXX

An adaptation of the walkie~talkie made its appearance this
week at the opening of the United Nations General Assembly in New
York, Some 1800 earphones and receiving sets, about twice the size
of a cigarette pack, were placed in the U, N, Hall for delegates,
press and public,

The innovation made it possible to move about freely about
the building without missing a word of the proceedings.

XXXXXXXXX
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3LUE BOOK IS STILL BLUE, FCC CHAIRMAN ADMONISHES BROADCASTERS

In what was considered one of the most importent speeches
at the Broadcasters' convention 2t Atlantic City - that of Charles R.
Denny, Chairmen of the Federsl Communications Commission at Atlantic
City todey (Wednesdey, September 17) - Mr, Denny, referring to the
first year's operation of the highly controversiszl "Blue Book" rules
declared:

"Let'!s take a look at the Zlue 300k, Its cover is still
solid blue, It has not been tleached. The Blue Zook stands as
fundamental FCC policy,

"Those who have suggested that the color of the Blue Book
18 fading point to the fact that the Commission after hearings has
renewed the licenses of six stations that received prominent mention
in the Blue Eook, Two things, however, are overlooked,

"First, they fsil to take into account the real improvement
nade by the stations in question and their recognition, which we are
convinced is sincere, of their public service responsibility,

"Second, they misconstrue the purpose of the 3lue Book,
The Zlue Jook wes issued to meke known to the public and the industry
some of the basic questions whlch we feel should be teaken into account
in developing program service in the public interest. It was issued
to aid broadcasters in developing a consciousness of public service
responsibility, In addition, we wanted to indicate the general out-
line of our licensing policy., The Zlue Book was never intended to
lay down by rigid rule the precise conditions under which licenses
mould be revoked, For improvements in the broadcsst field must come
in the first instence from the broadcasters themselves, from their
appreciation of their own responsibilities to meet public require-
ments, Only when there is continued and flagrant disreggrd of these
responsibilities does the licensing suthority come into play.

"In the final analysis the success of this industry and
the success of the governmental licensing authority are not to be
neasured by the number of licenses issued or by the number of licens-
es revoked,

"The important thing in broadcasting is what comes out of
the loudspezker., The renewal applications and other reports receiv-
ed since the publication of the 3lue Zook give evidence that you are
decoming increasingly aware of your responsibilities to the publie,
Here in Atlantic City you =2re considering a detailed code by which
you hope to raise the standesrds of your industry, In this objective
we wish you every success, There is still much to be done, Ameri-
cen radio is still too commerciel, "

With regard to television, Chairmen Denny szid:
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"There do we go from here? Are only 41 American cities
to have a monopoly on television? Pilctures of television sets are
appearing in magazines that circulate throughout the land, Soon the
2004 people of Memphis, Zirmingham, Kansas City, Denver, Atlantic
City, and a hundred other cities are going to start asking -~ !When
do we get television?!

"It is our clear duty -- yours and mine -- to do everything
within our power to see that this new service reaches the maximum
number of Americen communities., % % % ¥

"Suppose it could be arranged for you to enter television
simply by installing a transmitter and an antenna, Suppose instead
of building studios and buying cameras and a film pickup for the
origination of programs of your own, you could, initially at least,
rely upon a network for program service? In those areas which today
are not traversed by coaxiel cables and where no network television
service is available, suppose one station in a large community could
do the programming and distribute it to transmitters that you would
build in smaller adjacent communities and link to the key transmitter
by radio relsy? Several stations in different communities might
share a common central studio or a mobile pickup unit and move it
from place to place for the origination of programs,

"Thus, little clusters of television stations might be
spawned in various parts of the country. Then as the coaxials and
microwave relays reach across the nation these little networks might
be Joined together and a nationwide television service would emerge,
In this way television might be nursed through the tender period
of its infancy. "

Turning to FM the speesker ssid:

"Here may be s clew to what the M service of the future
will look like, Ve may in the not too distant future have M sets
with, say, 10 push buttons which could be marked as follows: the
first four would bring you on FM the programs of the established
nationwide networks, (I know that this depends on Mr. Petrillo and
the four networks getting together, but I hope this can be done in
the near future.) The next two buttons might bring you via FM the
programs of established independents,

"=ut the last four buttons could bring you something entire-
ly new to the aural radio art, For example, Zutton 7 might be label~
led 'classical music' and bring you an FM network Joined together by
direct radio pickup. Any hour of the day or night when you want good
music you would only have to push this button to get 1it,

"Zutton 8 might be labelled 'dsnce music! end would bring
you popular tunes at any hour of the day or night by means of a par-
allel FM network,
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"Eutton 9 might be labelled 'Features' and could bring
woment!s programs, children's programs and other special attractions.

"The last button might be simply marked 'news' znd by
push%ng it you would get a 1lS5-minute news summery at any hour of the
day.

XXXXXXXXXXX
OVERSEAS BROADCAST SUBSIDIES URGED, ALSC "FREEDOM-TO LOOKY

Justin Miller, President of the National Association of
3roadcasters, addressing the Assoclation's Convention at Atlantic
City Tuesday, seld that private industry could not be expected to
finance international broadcasting operations that are not on a pay-
ing basis,

The only alternative, therefore, to Government broadcast-
ing", he said, "is a Government subsidy which would put us on an
equal footing with the Government-owned and subsidized systemsof
other countries."

¥r, Miller recelled the propos=l of 3rig, Gen.David
Sarnoff, head of the Radio Corporation of America, that the United
Nations Economic and Social Committee set up a network of United
Nations radio transmitter at strategic points around the globve,

This referred to an address made last Friday in Chicago to
the United Netions Educationel Scientific end Culturel Organization
Dy General Sernoff proposing the establishment of 2 United Nations
network of radio and television stations throughout the world, He
sald with the advent of television "Freedom to Look" had become as
important as "Freedom to listen™",

"If the principle is right, snd if the job needs to be
done, it is clear, 1t seems to me, that the cost is relatively un-
lmportent ", the speesker, who was introduced by Aassistant Secretary
of State William =enton, said. "Even if the cost of operating such
a world-wide system should prove to be as much as $50,000,000 a year,
that figure is far less than the cost of one modern battleshin; it is
a mere fraction of what a single nation spends yearly for its arma-
ment, It is less than one-fifth the amount that wes spent on fight-
ing in a single dey during the last World Wer, "

XXXXXXXXXX
TAFT-HARTLEY LAW MAY STOP PETRILLO MUSICIANS FROM MAKING DISXS
The American Federation of Musicisns, American Federation
of Labor, may prohibit its members from making new phonograph record-
ings after December as a result of the Taft-Hartley Law'!'s restric-

tions on the use of royalties end welfare funds paid to unions, a
dispatch from Chicago states,
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The AFM executive boerd, headed by Jemes C, Petrillo, wes
disposed to tske such action at its meeting in Chicago last week,
At the last minute, it was learned, it was agreed to defer the deci-
sion until a meeting in Chicago on October 13, The sixty-day notice
of the termination of the contract in December required by the Taft-
Hertley Law can be given at that time. Union leaders agreed there
was no advantage in making their decision earlier,

The union's income from the sele of recordings is reported
to be about &1,000,000 a year., The rate ranges from one-quarter of
a cent per record upwards, depending on the price of the record.

XXXXXXXX
NEW 47-STORY DALLAS HOTEL TC HAVE TV IN EVERY ROCM

The Lacy-Potter Television RBroadecssting Co., of Dalles,
Texas, has bteen granted a construction permit by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission for a new commerciel television station; Channel
No, 3, 180-186 Mc; power ({(visuel) 35 kw, (eurel) 18,5 kw,

This cerries with it a proposal to install a television
set in every room of the new 47-story hotel now being built in Dalles.
L1so the new stetion will have a 439 foot antenna mast, less than
100 feet as tell as the Washington Monument,

XXXXXXXXXX
RESPONDENT DISAPPEARS IN LUXOR RADIO CASE

The Federal Trade Commission closed without prejudice the
case growing out of its complaint charging Harold Kirschbaum, trad-
ing as Luxor Radio Manufacturing Co, eand Consolidated Radio and
Television Co,, New York, with misrepresentation in the sale of radio
and television sets and other electricel end mechanical devices,

The case was closed, with the concurrence of a1l the Com-
missioners, on motion of counsel supporting the complaint, in which
1t was set forth that the whereabouts of the respondent cannot be
ascerteined despite diligent search and induiry. The Commission
reserved the right to reopen the proceeding should future circum—
stances and the public interest so require,

XXXXXXXXXX
FRITISH PLAN 2IG POST-WAR REOPENING OF "RADIOLYMPIA"

b The 1947 "Radiolympia", Zritain's fifteenth National Radio
Exhibition, opens the week after next (September 29) in its pre-war
hO%e at Olympie, London, This big ten-day exhibition, described as
a_-paggant of rritish radio", will be the first to be held since the
exngofilon of 19%9 Was abrup%ly brought to a premature end by the

outbreeak of i1t 3 ne 5 :
"Radiolympiazﬁf’ and, as 1s fitting, this will be the biggest of 211

SN
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Trade buyers from all over the world are attending, There
will be a large display of 2ritish short-wave receivers incorporat-
ing many war-time lessons and equally suitable for all climates, A
booklet called "Iritish Radio for the World" which has been issued by
2ritain's Radio Industry Council to mark the jubilee of the British
radio industry, the silver jubilee of Eritish broadcasting and the
tenth anniversary of the first television transmissions to viewers
in Greet 3ritain, makes the point that the =ritish radio industry
has already increased its exports four-fold as compared with pre-—var
days.

XXXXXXXX

NAVY PLANS $1,000,000 CALIFORNIA 20M3, QUAKE PROOF, STATION

A new million dollar high-power rasdio station is being
built by the Navy at Dixon, Celif, The station will be built of re-
inforced concrete and be "Dlast and earthquake resistant', the Navy
s8aid,

Toe high frequency station will feature flexibility of
equipment and expansion for future needs,

The Navy did not specify the extent of the blast the sta-
tion is designed to withstand, but all navel installations now being
constructed are checked by a board of experts on the effects of atomic
bomb blasts.

XXXXXXXXXXX
D,C. TEACHER WINS PRIZE FOR HISTORY "SCAP OPERA" IDEA

Today'!s deytime dramas - "soap operas" - can make Americen
nistory fascinating and sharpen critlcel stenderds of High School
students, according to a D,C., teacher whose plan for using radio in
the clessroom won her a $26 prize in Washington, D. C.

ghe is Mrs, Elizabeth L, Chese, English teacher at Calvin
Coolidge High School. Her winning idea was titled "Using Soap Opera
to Kick-Off a Unit in imericen Literature", It was Jjudged best of
2ll plans sulmitted by 200 members (mostly teachers) of the two-week
WIOP-CZ5 Radio Workshop sponsored by the District Public Schools,
WTO0P, and the Columbia Srosdcasting System.

Dr, Hobert M, Corning, Superintendet of Washington schools,
presented the check to Mrs, Chese.

Mrs, Chase's prize-winning outline for useing radio in the
Classroom utilizes radio literature "as a hook between the past and
the present which encourages students to make thoughtful and helpful
criticism of radio literature todey", she sa2id,
XXXXXXXXXX
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SCISSCRS AND PASTE
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Editorials On The Air
(™Washington rostV)

It was because the granting of a license to use a radio
frequency was a speclilal privilege that the Federal Communicetions
Commission was justified in insisting that the licensee present con-
flicting points of view, especielly in respect of political issues,
impartially. "The broadcaster", the agency declared, %"cannot be an
advocate., "

Zut new developments 1n electronics have vastly expanded
the radio spectrum, In the two years since the end of the war, the
FCC has issued as many licenses for new stations as 1t issued during
the whole of the preceding decade. Frequency modulation 1s making
many additional channels avsilable, Television is beglnning to add
still more, It is not yet true that the supply of frequencies ex-
ceeds the demand - at least in some of the large communities where
broadcasting is most profitable, Zut that time seems certain to
come -~ no doubt soon, 4And it is in anticipation of 1t that the FCC
has announced that it will hold heerings in January to determine
whether its policy forbidding broadcasters to be advocates should
be changed,.

Of course, when every applicant for a radio license can
be granted one, the role of the FCC will be greatly simplifiled, It
will stand in relstion to broadcasters in much the position of the
Post Office Depertment in relation to newspaper publishers; licenses,
like second~-cless mailing privileges, can be extended automatically
to all who meet certain simple standards of decency. And in that
happy time, broadcasters, we think, should be quite as free as pub-
lishers to advocete any cause or candidate they favor, Radio ste-
tions are already nearly as numerous as dailly newspapers, Their
numbers ought to assure that diversity which is the best possible
protection of the public interest, We fancy, in any case, that the
development of editoriasl opinion on the air ought to come gradually -
that 1t has Teen coming graduzlly for a long time end is already far
advanced, 32roadcasters need not be too impatient for complete free-
dom., Their concern must be to use 1t well,

— wmp T e ey = e = aw

Red (Ink) Menace
("Srozdcasting™)

Only a2 little over a helf g year ago, in March, Llewellyn
White, working under a $100,000 grant from Publisher Henry Luce
(Time, Life, Fortune) and the U, of Chicago to the Commission on
Freedom of the Press, offered The American Radio to the public,® % *

fmong Mr, White's acknowledgments was an interesting pare-
graph: "The Federal Communications Commissioners end their staff,
particularly Edward Zrecher, of the legal department, were especlelly
helpful in making material availlable, "
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At the time Mr, White's book was published, Mr, Zrecher had
left the FCC to manage WQAW, Washington, a station largely financed
by stockholders insplired by the 1deas set forth in the Elue 300k,
by "Radio's Second Chance", a book by Charles A, Siepmann, ex=-F(CC
employee, and Mr. wWhite,

They were fine-sounding theories. Tut they lecked some-
thing, They Just wouldn't work, Practicel broadcesters recognized
that leck, This magazine pointed it out repeatedly.

WQQW was the testing ground, Although it was managed by
the man whose 1deas were incorporsted in the Zlue Zook and The
fmerican rfadio, the statlon drips red ink., And Edward M, 3recher
is no longer its general manager.

WQRW will be sold if a buyer can be found, Otherwise there
is talk of operating on a public contribution basis, Whatever the
final disposition, it zppears certzin the station will not be oper-
ated successfully on the pinkish theories of Mr, ZBrecher,

Sen. Lodege's Complsint Cited in "Voice of America® Argument
(YThe Weshington Post™)

Tvery Jseturning traveler from ETurope will beesr out Senator
Lodze's observation of the %shocking" distortions of the truth about
America that are current in Europe, The motives back of our aid are
everywhere assaglled., Even in high Quarters the resson for the
Marshall initiative is thought of in terms either of saving our
export skins or of beginning a new American empire., As Senator
Lodse says, "everything we do is twisted",

Nothing, 1in our opinion, testifies as convincingly to the
success of Soviet propaganda as this stage of things. However,
there are other circumstances which account for the misrepresenta-
tions of which the Senator spesks, There is a baslc resentment
among meany =ritons =nd Frenchmen over the hermorrhege 1n their
nationsl power which resulted from the conflict with Hitler, Added
to this is the usual bitterness that comes from dependence, A cred-
itor is never a hero to his debtor, as =ritein found out when it was
the world's greatest creditor, As the Emperor Francis Josef observed,
when reminded of a debt to Russis for help in suppressing a Hungar-
ian revolt, "We shall astonish our 2llies by our ingratitude, "

It seems to us that Senator Lodge's finding constitutes a
convincing argument for the strengthening of the Voice of America
progrem,

XXXXXXXXXXX
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TRADE NOTES
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Assistant Secretary of Labor Phil Hannah snnounced last
week, according to an AgSoclated Press dispatch from Cincinnati, that
e had resigned, effective "when William Green (President of the
imericen Federation of Labor and Labor Secretery Schwellenbach sel-
ect a man from the ranks of labor to teke my place."

Wouldn't it =2lmost stop the show at Atlantic City if
Chairman Denny of the Federsal Communication Commission announced
that he had resigned, effective "when President Truman and Justin
Miller, President of the Netional Association of Zroadcasting, sel-~
ect a man from the ranks of the broadcasters to teke my place'?

Whether or not to broadcast the new song "Have a Heart -
Teft-Hartley" is going to be a headache for station managers, After
"Florence the Girl Disk Jockey® played it over WGAY, Washington,
Tuesday for the first time, she seid: "If you don't see me here
tomorrow you'll know the reason whyl!"

Enerson 3adio & Phonograph Corporation end Subsidiaries -
Thirty-nine weeks to Aug, 2: Net profit, after 8500,000 inventory
reserve snd £1,102,974 for taxes, wes 81,535,197, equal to $3,96 o
share, compared with net of §767,192, or $l,92 a share earned in
thirty-nine weeks to Aug., 3, 1946, when $577,168 wes deducted for
taxes,

Representative Carroll D, Kearns (R), of Pennsylvanie,
Chairman of the House Labor subcommittee, has advised broadcasters
that James ¢, Petrillo, President of the American Federation of Labor,
hes agreed to meet Sept, 20 in Chicago with officiels of the Nation-
al Education Association School Administration Depesrtment to sign an
agreement permitting young musicians in schools and colleges to broad-
cast, The agreement will go into effect immedistely after the sign-
ing, Representative Kearns said,

International Detrcle Corporestion and Subsidiaries - Nine
months to July 31: Net profit $1,139,908, equal to 93 cents a share,
compared with $950,701 or 73 cents = shere for similer period a year
before, which included &769,0256 non-~-recurring profit on sale of
California plant; sales, $53,028,516, against $25,790,436, Included
for the first time are operations of Universesl Cooler Company of
Canada, Ltd,, which on Feb, 3 became a wholly owned subsidiary,

A story tracing the progress of the Americen Eroadcasting
Company, since its purchase in 1943 by Edwerd J, Noble, appears in
the "Zusiness" section of the September 15 issue of Newsweek, A
plcture of Mr, Noble, Chairmen of A3(C, and Mark Woods, President,
1llustrates the Newsweek article.

Due to greater mass production and the absorption of devel-
opment costs by heavy sales throughout the nation, price reductions
"p to $430 have been made by the United States Television lifg, Corp.

XXXXXXXXX
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