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February 16, 1949
oW1l VOICE MAY DOOM AXIS SALLY; RADIO RECORDINGS TRAP HER

Add to radio's wartime accomplishments the unprecedented
use to which it has been put in the trial for treason of Mildred
Elizabeth Gillars, 48 years old, born in Portland, lMaine, who was
better known as "Axis Sally". Little did Miss Gillars suspect that
sitting quietly in what appeared to be a modest home in Silver Hill,
Miryland, almost in the shadow of Washington, was a group of Federal
Communications Commission manitors, not only listening to everything
she said but transcribing it for future reference. If the government
had anticipated just such a trial as is now being given to "Axis
Sally" it could not have prepared for it better. There were some-
thing like 30 of these deadly recordings made, the first of which so
affected "Axis Sally" that when she heard her own voice played back
for the first time, she fainted.

It would seem that hearing a defendant actually say what
she was charged with saying would be sufficient evidence, However,
treason trials are different - the hardest kind in the world in which
to convict, due to the fact that in treason two witnesses to each
"overt act" are required. Thus far the required number has testified
to 3 of the 10 acts charged to Miss Gillars., However, the radio
angle is so new in a court of law it is still a question of how
important a part as really hearing the defendant's broadcasts may
play. It is one of the first t rials in this country where those in
the court room have been equipped with headphones and regardless of
the legal standing of the recordings, the effect upon the listeners
as well as the prisoner hearing the rebroadcasts, has at times been
almost startling,

Radio likewise came into the case when prospective jurors
were asked, among other questions:

"Do any of you listen to the broadcasts of Walter Winchell?"
At this eight arose. Another question was, "Do any of you listen to
Drew Pearson?" Mr. Pearson's percentage was slightly higher as 13
arose, Still another question was "Have any of you listened to the
German or Shortwave radio during the war?" Wobody stood up at this.

Specifically, Miss Gillars is charged with broadcasting a
propaganda line under the name of "Midge at the Mike', calculated to
make Americans, especially soldiers, feel that the war was a conspir-
acy against the best interests of the United States at a time when a
deadly struggle with the Axis was in progress.

Miss Gillars caused some excitement last week by suing
Austine Cassini, a newspaper columnist, now Mrs,.William Randolph
Hearst, Jr, for $100,000. Mrs, Hearst charged, among other things,
that Miss Gillars was allowed %o go to restaurants outside of the
District Jail for her meals., Miss Gillars retorted that evidently
the newspaper people didn't know she had permission to do this.

In one of the records intercepted by FCC monitors in 1933
and 1934, the feminine voice beamed at our troops on the battlefront
in Germany saids:-:
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"I wonder if she isn't running around with !'4-Fs! back
home . . " and "they'll (United States troops) just get kind of
woozy and would like to throw down those little old guns and toddle
off home, Well, it would be the right thing for them to do after all,
because t?ey‘re certainly not making any headway in the sector right
NOW o o+

And the Voice, as reproduced, told an anxious American
mother that her son's leg had been amputated and "“how little did
she ever dream that she'd be asked to sacrifice him for Roosevelt
and his Jewish cohorts . . ."

That "Axis Sally" posed as a Red Cross worker in soliciting
interviews with wounded American soldiers for broadcast over the
Nazi propaganda radio, was testified by Gilbert Hansford, 27 year old
veteran, of the 29th Division, now living in Cincinnati.

A Government witness, Hans von Richter, himself a former
German radio official and former Nazi, identified the voice of the
woman on the broadcast as the voice of Miss Gillars,

Von Richter told the jury he remembered the broadcast in
which Miss Gillars, dubbed "Axis Sally" by American GI's, allegedly
beamed Nazi propaganda to United States troops overseas and to
American homes,

MThat was the purpose of the broadcasts?" asked John M,
Kelley, Jr., chief prosecutor.

In clipped, Prussian accents, Von Richter replied: "To
make the people of the United States not to follow the policies of
the (Roosevelt) administration and their war effort,"

Ulrich Haupt, a German actor, who said he was born in
Chicago, identified the voice of Evelyn as Miss Gillars! on 38 occa-
sions, while he said he could not identify it 34 other times,

A general example of the broadcasts follow:

(Music "Pack Up Your Troubles in the 01d Kit Bag")
"Hello Gang: This is Midge, calling the American Expedion-
ary Forces with their 'Home Sweet Home' program,"

"Jell, kids, you know I'd like to say to you !Pack Up Your
Troubles in Your 0l1d Kit Bag!, but I lknow that that 1little old kit
bag is much too small to hold all the trouble you kids have got. But
maybe for the next half hour we've got some music that will help you
forget them a little bit . . .
(There followed a short interval of dance music. )
The Voice continued: ", . . I think now it!s Jack's turn.
He's got the moments for you, blue moments that would only disappear
if you could have honey around., Well, maybe you'll be lucky enough
one day. You never can tell,"
(There followed a song '"Blue Moments" with a crooner
emphasizing the theme "If you're loving someone else. « ")
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Then the Voice again: "Well I'm afraid she'll never sur-
render 'till you kids surrender. \iell, how about it? TIt'!'s not a
bad idea really., After all, you'!lre fighting - it'!'s a tough fight,
but there'!s no getting the Germans down. Youtlve been trying for a
long, long time now and you remember what was told to you before you
went to Africa; that it would be a walkaway for you boys. Well,
was 1t, Doesn't look that way . . . forces « « o better hold tight...

(Playing of song "Hold Tight")

The Voice: "Gee, I'm afraid, Dick (Dick had been introduc-
ed as the band leader) you'!ll be giving them . . . some very bad
ideas. They!ll just get all kind of woozy and would like to throw
down those little old guns and toddle off home, Well, that would be
the right thing for them to do after all because they're certainly
not making any headway in the sector right now . . . Gee, I!'d never
have a war if I could do anything to prevent it and I think most
women are like that,

"Well, maybe not Dorothy Thompson (newspaper columnist),

I seem to remember she once said: 'I!'d willingly sacrifice a million
American boys on foreign battlefields." 'ell, Miss Thosmpson, if you
should be listening in tonight, well, I think you, or your ilk at
least, have accomplished that little feat, havent!t you? And the good
work is still going on,"

AXXXXXXXXX
FCC OFFERS U.S. PROPOSAL FOR INTER-AMERICAN RADIO CONFAB

The United States has announced the date of convening at
Vlashington, D. C, of the Fourth Inter-American Radio (FIAR) Confer-
ence to be Friday, April 1, with the provision that aeronautical
radio experts of the respective delegations will meet at Washington
on Tuesday, March 15, 1949, to commence work on the American Regional
Plan for aeronautical mobile frequencies,

The official statement reads:

"It is customary for the Commission to ascertain the views
of the public generally and to advise the Department of State with
respect to frequency allocation matters such as those expected to be
discussed at the forthcoming FIAR Conference,

"Attention is invited to the fact thava proposal pertin-
ent to the revision of the Santiago (1940) allocations deals exclus=
ively with the service-allocation of radio frequencies to services
and classes of stations and does not indicate the assignment of
particular frequencies to particular stationss The allocations in
this proposal are thosc contained in the Atlantic City table of fre-
quency allocations, or are proposals made pursuant to the Atlantic
City allocations. The Atlantic City table of frequency allocations
below 275 Mc is not now in forces¢ It is recognized that certain
stations will be out-of-band when that table becomes effective. How-
ever, before that time station assignment lists consistcnt with the
Atlantic City allocation table must be compiled., Before final action
on such lists is taken by the Commission, all interested parties w111
be afforded opportunity to study and comment upon proposed lists,"
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