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“HELLO
HARRY”

Radio’s most spectacular, most difficult feat—

Broadcasts From and To

the Byrd Expedition

VERY Wedneaday night at 10 o’clock (EST),
Litle America says “hello” to Big America
over the Columbia network!

Across 10,000 miles, two-way conversations
between Iarry Von Zell (left), in New York, and
Charlie Murphy (right), at “the bottomn of the
world™, .,

Greetings also are exchanged between other
members of the Byrd expedition and their

loved ones waiting here for their safe return.
Admiral Byrd and his brave comrades “tell
of their triumphs and trials on the world’s last
unconquered frontier.. . history in the making...
Here’s radio’s most spectacular, most diffieult
feat . . . thrilling, human, gripping .. . genuine
heart-throbs . ..
Tunc-in the Byrd expedition next Wednesday

night!

SEND TODAY... for your copy of an
etching of Admiral Byrd (small reproduc-
tion at left). Printed in sepia on a stock
approximating handmade paper...8 x 10
inches . . . plate-marked . . . the work of
Walter Title, internationally famous art-
ist. Send name and address witl top from
one yellow and blue Grape.Nuts package,
tv Grape-Nuts, Battle Creek, Micl.

SPONSORED BY GRAPE-NUTS, THE CEREAL BYRD TOOK TO THE SOUTH POLE
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THE OLD TIME RADIO CLUB
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION:

Club dues are $13.00 per yr.
from Jan. 1 through Dec., 31. Mem=
bers recieve a membership card,
library 1ists,s monthly newsletter
(The Illustrated Press),a semi-
annual magazine (Memories),and
various special items. Additional
famlly members living in the same
household as a regular member may
join the club for $2.00 per year,
These members have all the privi-
leges of regular members but do
not recieve the publications, A
junior membership is available to
persons 15 years of age or younger
who do not live in the household
of a regular member., This member-
ship is $6,00 per year and includes
all the benefits of a regular mem-
bership. Regular membership dues
are as follows:if you join in Jan,
dues are $13,00 for the year;Feb.,
$12,003March $11.,00;April $10,00;
May $9.003June $6,00;July $7.00;
Aug, ,$6.003Sept, ,$5.00;0ct.,$y.00;
Nov,,$3.003and Dec.,$2.00, The
numbers after your name on the
address lebel are the month and
yoar your renewal is due, Remind-
er notes will be sent, Your re-
newal should be sent in as soon as
poassible to avoid missing issues,
Please be certain to notify us if
you change your address,

THE ILLUSTRATED PRESS is the monthly
newsletter of The Old Time Radio
Club,headquartered in Buffalo,N,Y.
Contents,except where noted,are
copyright 6 1979 by the OTRC.

A1l rights are hereby assigned to
the contributors, Editor:Kean F,
Crowe; Production Manager:Millie
Dunworth;Graphics Coordinator:Corb
esco, Send all contributions and
letters to the editor at 200 Wood-
ward Drive,West Senecae,N.Y.14224,
Published since 1976, Printed in
U.S.A.

CLUB _ADDRESSES:Please use the core
rect address for the business you
have in mind. Return library mat-
erials to the library address,

TAPE LIBRARY:Dom Parisi
38 Ardmore Place
Buffalo,N.Y. 14213
(716) 88=2001

REFERENCE LIBRARY:Pete Bellanca
1620 Ferry Road
Grand Island,
N.Y. 14072
(716) 773-2485
OTHER BUSINESS:OTRC
P.0. Box 119
Kenmore,N.Y. 14217

LETTERS TO IP:Kean Crowe
200 Woodward Drive
West Senece,N.Y.

1
(716) 67h=6123

COLUMNISTS:Jerry Collina
56 Christen Court
Lancaster,N.Y. 14086

Hy Daley
437 South Center
Corry,Pa. 16407

Chuck Seeley
294 Victoria Blvd.
Kenmore,N.Y. 14217

Jim Snyder
517 North Hamilton St.
Saginaw,Mich, 48602

DEADLINE:for IP #45=-April 14th,
for IP #yb6-May 12th.

BACK ISSUES:All are $1.00 each,
posEpaia,except vwhere noted, Out-
of-print issues can be borrowed
from the reference library,

MEMORIES:Vol 1 #1 ($2.00),#3
#53Vols 2 #1, 4 8.

IP:#3 (with SHADOW script),#5a (RH
AC/OTRC special #1),#8 (50¢),
#;gA(with P§r; a ?g LUX RQD%O
THEATER log),#1 0¢),#15 (50¢)
#16,#17, 118, REAG/OTRG Speaial fez:
#19,#20,#21, #23, #2l , #e5, #26, #27,
#28 (RHAC/OTRC Special #3),#29,
#30:#31:#32 ($2.00)p#33:#3lh

#37,#38,#39,#.0,#11.
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FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT:

A survey of the letters we re-
ceive would seem to indicate that a
majority of our members feel that
the "0ld Time Radio Club" is on its
last legs, I can confidently say
that it is time to cancel the burial
ceremony., The "0ld Time Radio Club"
is healthy again,

Although we might not be com-~
pletely up to date,we are now pub-
lishing the Jllustrated Press on a
regular basis, Although old time
radio is not his speciality,Kean
Crowe is still doing a very credit-
able job as our editor, We do not
always agree with everything that he
says,but we respect his right to say
these things.

Due to increases in printing
and mailing costs it has been nearly
two years since we last published a
copy of Memoriea. Well,the printing
presses are ready to roll again and
everyone should be receiving a copy
of Memories sometime in the Spring.

As we had promised,all members
received their surprise package in
January,a copy of a 1951 Suspense
magazine, We have also adopted a
very efficient method of reminding
members to renew their membership
as well as encouraging past members
to rejoin the club. We are also in
the process of printing an updated
listing of tapes in our tape library.

We certainly are not rich,but
we are in better shape financially
than we have been in a long time,

We are trying to do a better job in
improving services to our members,
Now the rest is up to you. Renew

on time to save us the cost of re-
minding you. Encourage your friends
to join, Continue sending your col=-
umns,articles,letters,and tapes.
With your assistance our club will
be around for a long time.

Yours truly,
Jerry Collins

FAD NEWS IGOR-
THEY'VE PRE-EMPTED
ALIEN WORLDS!

,!: IR e

BY
CHUCK

Ever notice how many OTR col=-
lectors specialize in certain shows,
or certain performers? Some collect
just Christmas shows,or war materi-
al, I met a guy recently who has a
really esoteric collection:he col=-
lects only those pictures from Play~-
boy calendars in which the radio
was playing during the photo ses-
sion., I pointed out that such a
thing is impossible to determine,
and that all the models could have
on is the radio anyway. This guy
smiled and said that was the idea.

i 3 #

As I type I'm listening to
the tape of the 1979 OTRcon,and a
question/answer session run by
soundman Bob Prescott. I find it
pretty amusing to hear people on
the tape bemoaning the existence of
TV,wringing their mental hands over
the 'threat! of TV to our imagina-
tions.

It is to laugh.

The c¢rud programs on TV are
just as lousy as the crud programs
on radio,and both radio and TV have
more crud programs than good ones.
There's no sense getting worked up
about it,nothing anyone can do will
change it, But OTR fans should
quit complaining about TV just be-
cause it is TV. Television actual-
1y has some shows that are worth
your time, Try it., Your brain
won't rot unless it's soft to begin
with.

3 % E3

Many collectors may have the
British JOURNEY INTO SPACE "Opera-
tion Lunar” serial among their
tapes. As it happens,this serial,
while complete in itself,is the
first of three stories presented
on JOURNEY INTO SPACE. All three
stories deal with the same charace
ters:pilot Jet Morgan and his crew,
"Operation Lunar" is about First
Contact with an alien race just
after the first moon landing in
1665 (remember that JIS was on from
1653 to 1955). The second and
third stories take place on Mars
in 1971 and 1973, By 1955,JIS had
S million listeners,the largest
radio audience in the UK up to
that time., The series proved so
popular that the adventures were
novelized by the creator/writer,
Charles Chilton,and also appeared
in comic strip form in 1956 and
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1957. The novels are Journey Into
Space (1954),The Red Planet i 3567,
and ¥he World In Peril 11950). The
series itsellf was sold to 58 coun-
tries.

3 * #*

Have you ever noticed the
close historical affinity of radio
and science fiction? No,really.

Back in the oughts and teens
of this century,radio was strictly
for electronic hobbyists,mueh in the
way home computers were before Radio
Shack and Heathkit got into the act,
A fellow named Hugo Gernsback was
very interested in radio and elec-
tronies,and got into selling bat-
teries and kits in a small way. In
1908,Hugo started Modern Electrics
magazine devoted to the popular new
gizmo. Several years later,Hugo
gave his readers a change of pace
by serializing his own novel,Ralph
124C L1+,in the magazine. Response
was favorable enough that Hugo ac~
quired a paSSLOn for "literature of
the future" and began to regularly
feature SF in the magazine, At
first it was more of Hugo's own
stuff,but he soon began using stor-
ies by Jules Verne and H.G. Wells,
Hugo finallx realized that the pop-
ularity of "scientific fiction" (as
he called it) could support its own
magazine and so,in April 1926,the
first true SF magazine in English
appeared:Amazing Stories.

Undoubtedly the most well=-
inown single broadcast of all time
is the MERCURY THEATER'S version of
H.G. Wells! War of the Worlds in
1938. Need T add that war of the
Worlds is science fiction?

And then there are X MINUS
ONE and DIMENSION X,which managed
to last about 7 years in the 50s
in spite of NBC's various attempts
to kill them,and which consistently
turned out fine programs, I'm con=-
vinced that was because the writers
went to the source-actual SF atories
written by people who knew the
genre~for their adaptations.

Currently,we have this thing
called ALIEN WORLDS that is merely
noise to a disco beat, =STAB+ "But
the sound effects are great!”

'TAPE LIBRARY:

LIBRARY RATES:2400' reel=$1,25 per
month;1 reel-$1.,00 per month;
1200' reel=$,75 per month;cassette=-
$.50 per month, Postage must be
included with all orders and here
are the rates:for the USA and APO-
50¢ for one reel,25¢ for each add-
itional reel;25¢ for each cassette.
For Canada:$1.25 for one reel,75¢
for each additional reel;75¢ for
each cassette. All tapes to Can=
ada are mailed first class,

SAY!

W*g THAT
5-. h (]

There is a public service
announcement that starts out with
"A mind is a terrible thing to
waste...". Well, I'm sitting here
with one of the most wasted minds
in the city...not to mention the
suburbs!l I am so confused as to
When this is going to be published,
or If this is going to be published,
that I am beginning to wonder Why
it is going to be published.

A few months ago,Chuck and I
came up with the idea of this con-
test and thought that it would be
great fun,both for us and for you.
We worked out every detail and cov-
ered every point...we thought! The
bugaboo turned out in the deadlines
that we set for the entries to be
in our hot 1little hands., Last
month's IP arrived at my house just
two days before the contest dead-
line, Needless to say,that just
wasn't enough time to dig up the
answers,get them in the mail,and
have them delivered to us in time.
A revision of the deadlines was
definitely called for and,at the
last club meeting,both Chuck and
our beloved editor,Mr, Keen-Tracer
of Lost Periods,assured me that
everything would be taken care of
and not to worry,

They said that we would ex-
tend the deadlines a full month and
would hold back on the current an=
swers for one issue of the IP. At
the same time,they would rerun the
last issue's questions and at the
same time run the new ones.(((No,
Bob,I never said I'd rerun the old
questions, just hold the answers for
a month,=KFC))) To a guy complete-
1y unfamiliar with the ways of the
literary world,this whole process
is so confusing so as to almost
immediately glaze my eyes over and
turn my brain to the Hold posise-
tion:,..Anyone want to buy a sligh=-
tly used trivia column,..cheap???

Here are the answers to Quiz
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#2,which appeared in the January IP
(#,2):

1)
2)
3)

L)

5)
6)

7)
8)
9)
10)

11)

12)

13)

1)

15)

tions,

The Rhythm Boys were:Bin
Harry Barris,Al Rinker.
No,it was not Les Brown...it was
Skinnay Ennis,.

On the TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES show,
Miss Hush was Clara Bow and Mr.

Hush was Jack Dempsey.
Perry Masons:John Larkin,Bartlett

Robinson,Santos Ortega,Don Bri .
Trma's room=-mate was Jane stacey.
Lew Valentine was known as Doctor

Crosby,

1,9

Sigmund Spaeth was called The

Tune Detective,

Albert Dekker starred as "Johnny

Fletcher",Mlke Mazurky co-starred,

Simpsonville was graced with the

presence of Young Widder Brown.

Harry Horlick ieg the A & P

Gypsies.

Noel Coward composed "Someday

I'1l Find You" which was the

theme song of MR, KEEN,TRACER

OF LOST PERSONS.

The Robln Hood of Modern Crime

was THE SAINT. (If in doubt

about this one,check the show's

opening. )

The character (created by John

Russell Coryell),of course,was

Nick Carter,

Inspector LeFevre was only one

of many ,many radio roles played

by Jack Webb.

Mr. Boynton's pet frog on the

OUR MISS BROOKS show was named

MacDougal (ribbbittt,ribbbitt-

classy stuff,ain't it?2?).

Now on to this session's ques-
Good luckl!

Uiz

1)
2)

3)
L)
s)
6)

7)
8)
9)

10)

1)

How much did THE FATMAN: weigh???
Who was the foreman of SKY
KING's ranch??? (Character name)
Who was the orchestra leader on
radio's THE BIG SHOW???

Name the theme song of radio's
STORY OF MARY MARLIN.

By what name did we know F.
Chase Taylor???

What was the name of the man
who did the famous Hindenburg
crash broadcast???

what company did Dagwood work
for on the BLONDIE show???

On THE ALDRICH FAMILY,what was
Henry's father's first name???
Cathy Lewis and Bob Sweeney
starred in the TV version of
what famous,long running radio
show???

Name the male barbershop gquar=-
tet that was a regular feature
on the ARTHUR GODFREY SHOW for
many years.

Wwhat was the nickname of the
buzzer on radio's TRUTH OR CON=-

SEQUENCES??°?

In which hospital did DOCTOR
KILDARE practice???

Whose motto was "No Job Too

12)
13)
)

Tough,No Mystery Too Baffling"???

which company,a sponsor on
many radio shows,used a"Plying
Red Horse" as its trademark???
Who was CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT's
arch enemy???

The deadline for Quiz #; is
May 12th., Prizes,as usual,are a
neat little ceramic reproduction
of an old radio (by and from Bob
Davis) and a Fred Allen script.,
Both prizes go to the winner;ties
are decided by the earliest post-
mark,

15)

Send entries to Chuck Seeley,
294 Victoria Blvd.,Kenmore,N.Y.
14,217 or Bob Davis, 114l Lovejoy,
Buffalo,N.Y, 14206,

Don't be confused by Bob's
confusion., It was merely some mi=-
nor deadline confusion,hardly worth
mentioning...but it's been so long
since we've had an entry...

Movies in which John Wayne's
characters kick the bucket are:
HANGMAN'S HOUSE,REAP THE WILD WIND,
WAKE OF TYE REDWITCH,THE ALAMO,
FIGHTING 3SABEES,THE MAN WHO SHOT
LTBERTY VALANCE,THE COWBOYS,and
THE SHOOTIST.

T should point out~-but I
won't, Let's stick with Duke Way-
ne to please our editor. How many

John Wayne/Maureen O'Hara movies
can you name?

RETURN WITH US DV... %
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BUYING GROUPS; AN ALTERNATIVE TO TRADING
By Ronald C. Barnett

A growlng number of OTR collectors are pooling their money and purchasing
material through an assoclatlon known as a buying group.
let's look at some of the baslcs of a buying group.

GOALS Goals may vary from group to group but some of the more common goals are;

a. To obtaln low circulation or uncirculated materlal.

b. To obtaln high quality (sound) material.

c. To obtain material of a consistent standard (e.g. sound, quallty of
tape used, dubbing skills, etc.)

d. To increase buying power through comblned purchasing

e. To obtaln savings on materlal purchased through quantity discounts,
bonus reels, etc.

f. To obtaln upgrades of exlsting material.

NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS Buying groups can be formed with as little as two in-
dividuals. Elght to ten 1s usally the upper limits of an effective buyilng group.

AMOUNT TO BE POOLED AND FREQUENCY To simplify procedures and to get the mem-
bers accustomed to contributing regularly, monthly contributions are recommended.
The amount 1s purely optional. It could range from $5 to $15 a month. Generally,
the more members, the lesser the contributions,

ORGANIZATION To be successful, the buylng group must have a leader who 1s wil-
ling to devote his/her time and effort to the many facets of the program. This
would include;

a. Collecting money; keeping a record of income and expendltures.

b. Writlng to various OTR sources in conjunction with inquiries, prices,
selection and ordering of materilal.

c¢. Monitoring material purchased to insure quallty or materlal 1s “as
ordered”.

d. Development of routing slips for distribution, the order of which 1s
rotated to insure falrness in distributlon.

e. Wrapping, packaging materlal, going to post office cxr UPS to mail
material.

f. Informing group members via newsletter of the material purchased, re-
sponding to questions, suggestlons, etc. from members, reminders of overdue
contributions, etc.

g. Distribution (dlsposition) of material once all members have dubbed
from it.

PROCEDURES  Assuming that 2 or more 1ndividuals have farmed a group, agreed
upon its goals, the amount of money to be contributed, and a leader, the follow-
ing step-by-step procedures are suggested.

a. Obtaln a catalog from every member of the group. This helps avold
ordering duplicate material. Also obtaln preferences from each member according
to type (comedy, drama, westerns, etc.) and series (Suspense, Fibber MdGee, etc.)

b, Next, the leader should obtain as many catalogs from potentlal
OTR suppllers as possible. Catalogs should be compared for prices, sound
quallty or ratings, tape used, reputation, selection of material, etc.

¢, Conslstent with the goals agreed upon by the group, orders should
be placed with one or more suppllers.

d. Upon receipt, materlal should be checked against what was ordered,
and the reels spot checked for sound quality, X-talk,etc.

e. Material 1s ready to be sent to members, Prepare routing slip with
nanes and addresses of members. Include "date received” and “date mailed"
columns beside the names. Paste on the inside of the flrst box of the ship-
ment.

f. Each member dubs from the "master” copy (the reels/cassettes pur-
chased by the group) and makes their own copy, using their own tape.

g. After all members of the group have dubbed the material, 1t is re-
turned to the leader for disposition/rententlon as previously agreed upon.

ADVANTAGES + DISADVANTAGES OF GROUP BUYING

ADVANTAGES

a. It saves time and effort by reducing/eliminating a lot of trading
between collectars.
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b. Quality and consistency of material can be significantly enhanced
by obtaining OTR programs through reliable suppliers.

¢. Collections can grow quickly. At the same tlme, your trading po-
tential increases as the quality and selection of your material improves.

d. Permits an individual to concentrate upon the areas he/she is in-
terested in instead of spending the time to search out the material from
individual collectars.

e. Dubs are made from the same generation material. The member de-
termines the tape to be used, the recording standards and techniques employed,
etc.

£, Close ties can be established with other OTR collectors in the group
that share the same interests. -

g. If properly managed, a buying group offers the greatest return for
the investment, than does conventional trading.

DISADVANTAGES

a. Individual preferences may give way to group desires.

b, Contributions are a financial obligation which a member is expected
to honor on a regular and timely basis.

c. For some, the process of group purchasing does not provide the sat-
isfaction and enjoyment of conventional trading.

d. Depending upon the number of members, it can take several months un-
til the material is received.

HELPFUL HINTS

Begin modestly, don't over buy.

Check the quality and reputation of your OTR suppliers carefully. If material
is not as promised squawk loudly to the supplier. (NOTE: Contact your editor
or club for some suggested sources of OTR material.)

Until the group has been in operation for some time, the leader should sign
the beginning and end of each reel tape to insure that everyone is dubbing from
the group's master copy. -

A specific limit on dubbing time should be established (57 days) so that other
members willl receive the material in a timely manner.

Contact collectors with large OTR collections; ask them if they would be inter-
ested in making up dubs for sale to the group.

Always inform members of the group of what is happening. Always provide them
with the names of the shows obtalned. Keep the lines of communication open.

Members joining a group should be reasonably expected to remain in the group
for at least 6-12 months. Screen prospective members carefully, insure that
they understand the goals, rules and procedures of the group.

OPTIONAL

If you are interested in becoming part of a buying group or forming one, assis-
tance can be provided by writing tog

SELECT ONE
: (a.) (B.)
(Name) Ronald C. Barnett
Bditor Box 9593
Publication/Club

Alexandria, Va. 22304

{Address)

The following information should be provided;

a. Name, address and phone number (including area code)

b. Amount you can contribute monthly

c¢. Number of shows you have in your collection

d. 1/2 track only or 1/4 track recording capability

e. Type and series interested in

f. Any restrictions as to distance, location, special requirements
that you have.

g. Whether you would prefer being a participant or a leader.

Be sure to inclose a long, stamped, self-addressed envelope with this information.
AlTow 4~8 weeks for a reply since an effort will be made to match up interests wlth
others.
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the Best Known Actors, Musicians, Commentators

Booklet 213

CHARLES E. DONALDSON

and Other Stars of Radio Programs
By

. business at an early age.

ABBOTT AND COSTELLO—Comedy Team.

William (Bud) Abbott was born in Asbury Park, N. ], in
October, 1900. He has been in the show business all his life,
and joined Lou Costello in burlesque, tab shows and vaude-
ville about 1932. They have appeared on the Kate Smith and
Charlie McCarthy (Edgar Bergen) radio programse, and also
bave become a hit on the screen. Costello (Louis F. Cristillo)
was born in Paterson, N. ], March 6, 1908, of Irish-ltalian par-
ents, and attended public and high schools. He was formerly
boxing commissioner of New Jersey. He entered the show
Abbott i 5 feet, 9 inches, waighs
150 pounds and has brown hair and eyes. Costello is 5 feet, 4Y4
inches, weighs 175 pounds and has black hair and brown eyes.
Abbott is married to a former show girl, known as Betty Ab-
bott. Costello's” wife, Ann, also appeared on the stage. They
have two children.

ADAMS, FRANELIN P.—(F.P.A.—Quix Program.

Born Chicago. I, November 15, 1881. Educated Scientific
Academy of Armqur Institute of Technology, and University of
Michigan. Has worked for several New York papers and
written a number of books. He is married to Esther Sayles
Root, and has four children. He has been with the "Informa.
tion Please” quiz show since 1938,

ALLEN. FRED (John F. Sullivan}—Comedian.

Born in Somerville, Mass., May 3], 1894. He worked as a
small boy in the Boston Public Library. One day browsing
through the shelves he happened on a book ahout juggling,
which inspired him to b a professional juggler and later
he was a monologist. He served in the first World War and after
his returg to the U. 5., he married Portland Hotfa. He appeared
In vaudeville and wrote jokes for other comedians. He played
in the “Little Show,” and "Three’s a Crowd.” Mras, Allen ap-

ears on his radio programs. She was born in Portland, Ore.,
wnu:oq 25, 1910; weighs 115 pounds and has brown hair.

ALLEN. GRACIE—See Burns and Allen.)

AMECHE, DON—Dramatic Actor and Master of Ceremonles.

Born Kenosha, Wis., May 31, 1908, of lalian, Spanish, Ger-
man and Scotch-lrish descent. Took law course in four cal-
leges, but never became a lawyer. After a brief stage career,
he went on the "First Nighter” radio program, and several
ears later became master of ies on the Chose & San.

rn Hour. He has also starred in films, including “In Old
Chicago” and "Alexander's Ragtime Band.” He ls married to
Honore Prendergast, and they have four sons.

“AMOS ‘N° ANDY“—Blackiace Comedians.

Freemon F. Gosden “Amos” was born in Richmend, Va., May
5, 1899. In 1920 he joined the producing company which
finally brought him and Charles ]. Correll "Andy” together.
Gosden was in Richmond at the time and on hie first assign-
ment was sent to Durtham, N. C., o get music, ecripts, dancing
routines, etc., and there met Correll. “Their first appearance on
the radio wae in New Orleans in 1920, They starred as “Sam
‘n’ Hi " over Station WGN for two years. On August 19,
1929, os ‘n' Andy” was presented on a network for the
tirst time. Correll was bom in Peoria. Ill., Februczy 3, 1890,
wnd during the first World War was connected with the Rock
Island Arsenal.

ANDERSON, EDDIE—{See "Rochester™)

ANDREWS SISTERS (LaVerne. Paity. Maxine}—Singers.
Without formal training in muslc, the three girls, LaVemne
(bom July 6, 1915), Paity (born February 16, 1920) and Max-
ine (born January 3, 1918), began singing together as
When Larry Rich was giving cuditions to youngsters for a new
"Kiddie Show,” the sisters applied, were given roles, and
toured with him for a year and a half, while continuing their
schooling under a tutor. Their recording of “Bei Mir Bist du
_mwwou: mﬁ- largely responsible for later radio, theatre and
ilm work.

ANTHONY, JOHN ].—Program Conductor.

Born New York City, September 1, 1898. Married and has a
family. During emrly legal studies b i d in what
he called “inequalities in the marltal laws of the nation.” After

P

u:-mw. in Europe. opened a Marital Relations Institute In the
U. S. Has also lectured and is author of numerous books,
En_c&sw “Marriage and Fomily Problems and How to Salve

Them,” “Alimony Exposed,” “Divorce Laws of the World" and
"Can Divorce Be Curbed?” His first broadcast was on April
3, 1832. Since 1937 hax conducted the “Good WIll Hour.”

AUTRY, GENE—Cowboy 8Singer, Actor.

Born Tloga, Texas, September 29, 1908. d Tioga Righ
School. Originally a helper on his father's ranch. First radio
work via KVOOQ, Tulsa, in 1929; in 1930 he went to WLS, Chi
cago, remaining there four years; became motion picture star
in 1834. Married Ina Mae w__:n. Flve fest, 11 inches tall,
weighs 160 pounds cud has light brown bair and blue eyes.

A
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from a coaster wagon at the age of four. She took an interest
in music which soon grew beyond the bounds of a mere pastime.
With her sisters, Martha and Vet, she formed a trio which at
first became well known in the South, then made appearances
in the U. S. and abroad. on the stage and via radio. In 1935
the trio disbanded when Vet married. In 1935 Connee made
her first appearance a8 a single performer. She plays the
saxaphone. Because of her injury, she cannot walk, cnd uses
a small, folding wheelchair designed by her husband, Harr

Leedy. When she broadcasts. she transfers to a higher wheel-
chair.

BOWES, MAJOR EDWARD—Amateur Hour,

Born in San Francisco, Calif., June 14, 1874, of Irish parents,
he went to school lhere. He became prominent in civic reform
and was successful in real estale. In 1908 he married the late
Margaret Illington. They went to New York where he entered
the theatrical business. «: association with John Cort and Peter
McCourt, he owned and operated the Cort Theatre in New
York and the Park Square in Boston, and also produced plays.
The Capitol Theatre, his next venture, was built in 1918 and
was the largest playhouse ever conmstructéd up to that time.
The Capitol was the first theatre to broadcast reqular programs
ond the former weekly "Family” series began on Nov. 19,
1922. His “Original Amateur” hour began in the Spring of
‘1935. Bowes was a Major and staff specialist in the Officers’
Reserve Corps, attached to the Adjutant General's Office in
Washington.

BRICE. FANNY--Singer. Comedienne.

“Baby Snooks” of the radio was born October 29, 189], and
is a product of New York’s East Side. She began her profes-
sional career in the theater and wen! through burlesque and
vaudeville before her identification with the late Flo Ziegfeld's
stage editions of the “Follies” began in 1910. She is divorced
from Billy Rose. and has two grown children by her previous
marriage, to Jules Nicky Arnstein.

BURNS AND ALLEN—Comedy Team.

George Burns (Nat Birnboum) was born in New York City,
June 20, 1836, ol Jewish parents. He married Gracie Allen in
1926 and they made their debut on the Columbia Broadcasting
chain in 1932. They have an adopted son and daughter. He
is 5 feet 9 inches tall; weighs 157 pounds and has brown hair
and blue eyes.

Gracie Allen was bom in San Francisco, Calif., of Irish ex-
traction, She first became acquainted with Burns at Union Hill,
N. ], when he was appearing in vaudeville with a partner, and
Miss Allen was a member of an Irish repertoire company. They

had known each other only a short time when they decided to
form the team of Burns and Allen.

BURNS, BOB—Comediam.

Born in Van Buren, Ark., October 2, 1896. He attended high
achool in Van Buren and studied engineering at the University
of Arkansas. In 1908, Bob and his brothet orgenized a vaude-
ville team and played all over the Southern atates. In 1917
he joined the Marine Corps and after the waz, returned to
vaudeville. He made his debut on the radio on Rudy Vallee's
program. Has a son by a former marriage and o daughter
and two sons by hig present wife, Harriet Foster.

CANTOR, EDDIE (Izzy Iskowitch—Comedian.

Born in New York City, of Jewish parentage, January 31, 1893,
Both parents died before Cantor reached his second birthday.
He was discovered by Gus Edwards while working in a Coney
Island saloon as a singing waiter. His accompanist was Jimmy
Duramte. In 1912 he enrolled as a member of Edwards’ “'Kid
Kabaret,” with George Jessel and others, and later appeared
in numerous vaudeville acts, musical comedies and revues. In
October, 193], Cantor made his first radio appearance. He is
married to Ida Tobias and they have five daughters. Cantor is
S feet, 8 inches tall; weighs 140 pounds and has brown hair
and eyes.

CARTER, BOAKE (Harold T. H. Carter)—Commentator,

Born in Baku, South Russia, in September, 1898, where hia
father was British consul. Educated ot Tunbridge and Christ
College, Cambridge. His work for the college paper Cantabrian,
led to his cssignment as roving correspondent for the London
Daily Mail. He served with the Royal Air. Force during the
first World War and susequently returned to newspaper work,
as rewrite man and col ist on the Philadelphia Evening
Bulletin. In 1930 he mode his debut as news commentator over
a Philadelphia station, and soon afterwards entered into a con-
tract with Columbia’s Philadelphia outlet, WCAU. In the Spring
of 1942 he began o new series of broadcasts over Mutual. He is
married and has two children. Became a natwralized U. S.
citizen in 1933.

COLONNA, JERRY (Gerald)—Comedior.

Born in Boston, Mass., in 1905, learned to play the trombone
at an early age, and became a radio musician in New York.
His mustache and rolling eyes invariably amused studio aqudi-
ences, and he was given a chance at comedy by Fred Allen,
Walter O’Keefe, Bing Crosby and Bop Hope. A talent scout
sent him to Hollywood, and he has appeared in a number of
films. He is 5 feet, 10 inches tall, with dezk brown halr and
brown eyes. He is maried.

THE F. B. I.
IN PEACE & WAR
8:00 P. M.

Martin Dialne as Pield Ageat Shep.
pard leads kia ceura
in pursult of criminals,

SUSPENSE
9:00 P. M.

In tonight's mystery thriller, "Alib}
screen attor Mickey Rooney
stars. Be sure to i
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denly determined to give up medical work and b a lec
turer. While thus engaged a radio network official heard him
and asked him to duct the Prof Quiz prog Earl
is B feet tall, has dark wavy hair and weighs 260 pounds. He
has been married, and has one son.

EASY ACES (Jane and Goodmon Ace}l—Comedy Tearn.

They are married and his real name is A. C, Eschokowitx.
He was bomn in Kansas City, Mo., January 15, 1899, and Jane
was born in the same city, October 12, 1905. They went to
the same schools for education and dancing. While Jane was
tinishing high school, Ace was at Kansas City Junior College.
studying journalism and later was o reporter on the Kansas
City Journal-Post. He was dramatic critic and col ist for 12
years before entering rodio. He originated “Ecsy Aces” on
KMBC, in Kansas City, and by March, 1932, their broadcast
was over a large network of stations. They bave appeared in
a number of movie shorts. Jane is 5 feet, 2 inches tall; weighs
103 pounds and bas blonde hair and hazel eyes. Goodmen is
6 feet tall; weighs 175 pounds and has reddish blonde hair and
blue eves.

ELMAN, DAVE—Writer, Producer, Director, M. C.

Originally in small time vaudeville, Dave Elman started free-
lancing on various radio stations in 1923, and later was asso-
ciated with several advenising agencies. He joined CBS as
continuity writer and conceived the Hobby Lobby idea in 1937.
He has subsequently written books, newspaper columns, siories,
and film shorts on the hobby subject. He was born in Park
River, N. D., May 6. 1900, and was educated at the Fargo
(N. D.) high school. He is § feet, 6 inches, tall, weighs 165
pounds and has black hair and brown eyes. He s marled
and has two children. Hia wife assists in preparing material
for his broadcasts.

ENNIS, SKINNAY (Edgar C. Jr.}—Orchestra Leader, Vocalist.

Born in Salisbury, N. C., August 13, 1910. While a the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, he roomed with Hal Kemp, and played
drums and trumpet in Kemp's original campus band; he added
singing to his duties when he was called on o substitute for
Saxle Woio_r He has led his own orchestra aince 1837, after
12 yoars with the Kemp organization. He 1s 6 feet, 1 inch tall,
weighs 160 pounds and has brown hais and blue eyss. He
mariied Carmene Calh his list, D ber 13, 1938, in
Glendale, Calif.

FADIMAN, CLIFTON—Quiz Program.
Born New York City, May 15, 1904. Educated Columbia Uni-
versity, ' Book critic of the New Yorker magazine and editorial

advisor -for Simon & Schuster; lecturer; author of magazine
arlicles and several books. First radio appearance was in 1924
as book reviewer. “Information Please” since 1938. Married
Pauline Rush: one child, Jonathan.

FIBBER McGEE and MOLLY (Marian and Jim Jordan}—Comedy

Team.

Jim was born on a farm near Peoria, 111, November 16, 1896, §
and Marian was born a year later in Peoria. She attended S
John's Parochial school and high school. She studied voice,
violin, and piano, and after graduation taught piano for about
four years. Jim graduated from Spalding Institute at Peoria
ond for the next four years took voice lessons. They were mar-
ried in 1918. After Jim returned from France at the end of
tbe first World War, they gntered vaudeville, and broadcast
over the radio. In 1931 WMAQ took them over and they A
originated their "Smackout” series. They are well remembered
also in "Kaltenmeyer's Kindergarten,” “The Saturday Jamboree,”
"The Breakfast Club,” and “Mr. Twister. In 1938-39 Marian
suffered a severe illness that provented her from broadcasting _
as "Molly.” Her husband. as “Fibber,” kept the program going =
until she recovered ber health.

FIDLER, JIMMIE—Commentator.

Born St. Louis, Mo., in 1900. Educated in Brookhaven, Miss.,
and Memphis, Tenn. Spent his boyhood on & farm. Entered
the Marine Corps when he was 17 by posing as 19. Originated =
gossip type of program when he was left with a few minutes memy
time on his hands at the end of an Interview. Married to =
Roberta Law.

S

st Kip

FTIZGERALD. ELLA—Singer.

She was born in 1916 in New York City, and spent the early
part of ber life in the Riverdale Orphanage. a short distance
out of the city. Her career was linked with the late Chick
Webb since one afterncon at Harlem's Apollo Theater when
he saw her in an hour She app d with ¢
bim in his stage, ballroom and club dates, and her vocal choruses !
are among the bright spots on Webb recordings. She took over ™
leadership of the band after Webb died {n 1933, Mamried to
Bennie Kernegay, a nonprofessional.

FRANCIS, ARLENE—Actress. M. C.

.. Bom in Brookline, Mass., to Armenian and English ents.
Made her first radio appearance in 1935 on WOR, New
York. Hos been featured for several years in “What'
My Name?” Educated at the Convent of Mount St Vin.
cent, Finch Finishing School and Theatre Guild School. She
is 5 feet, 5% inches tall, weighs 118 pounds and has dark brown
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HEATTER, GABRIEL—Commentator.

Born in New York City in 1890. He became a reporter at
the age of 13, and two years later worked on a Brooklyn
daily for $5 a week. Later, he wrote “Children of the Crucible,”
describing conditions under which the children of the East Side
lived, for which he received a prize similar to the Pulitzer Prize
awards. He made his first radio appearance as the result of
a published debate with Norman Thomas. The president of
a New York station invited him to deliver a talk over the air.
He remained, as a news commentator, and has conducted “We,
the People” since 1937.

HERSHOLT, JEAN—Actor.

Born Copenhagen, Denmark, July 12, 1886. His parents were
actors. Educated grammar and high schools in Denmark. Mar-
ried, and has one son, Allan. Began stage career in Den-
mark in 1904, and made his first picture in Copenhagen on
March 26, 1906. First radio appearances were as “guest” on
network programs. Has appeared over the air as “Dr. Chris-
tian” in the dramatic program with that title since 1937.

HILDEGARDE—Song Stylist,

Born Adell, Wis., and reared in Milwaukee. Trouped with
the DeMarcos, Bob Albright, Gus Edwards and others. Edwards
urged her to go to Europe as the surest way to fame and to
drop her last name, Sell. Appeared in London and Paris,
and was engaged by the British Broadcasting Corporation to
broadcast from London twice a month. Performed at privale
parties attended by royalty. Having thus acquired an interna-
tional reputation she was engaged early in 1939 as the “Girl”
on the “99 Men and a Girl” program, with Raymond Paige, at
a salary of $1,000 a week. Her style has been described as
“singing like Garbo looks.” She is the daughter of a grocer
of German descent, and her mother is of French-Swiss ancestry.

HILL, EDWIN C.—Commentator.

Born in Aurora, Ind., April 23, 1884. After having graduated
from the Aurora high school, he enrolled as a student at the
University of Indiona. He majored in English, and upon receiv-
ing his degree became a reporter for an Indianapolis news-
paper. He obtained a position on the New York Sun and for
more than 20 years has been a reporter with that newspaper.
He is married to Jane Gail, formerly a film actress.

PORTLAND HOFFA—(See Fred Allen.)

HOOSIER HOT SHOTS—Musicicms.
From a onetime appearance with a high school minstrel
show to recognition as one of the finest groups of novelty musi-

cians in radio, is the story of the Hoosier Hot Shots, the four
men who made the ical washboard f Gabe Ward
plays the clarinet: Ken Trietsch, the gquitar; Frank Kettering,
the bass viol, and Herzie, a wonderful contraption from which he
produces the sound of the drum beat. The instrument's base
is a washboard and it is fitted with horns and bells. He plays
it with thimbles. All of the members came from Indiana farms,
They entered radio in 1931 on Station WOWO, Fort Wayne,
Two years later they transferred to Station WLS, Chicago, and
in 1934 became regular members of the cast of the National
Barn Dance and Uncle Ezra programs.

HOPE, BOB—Comedian, M. C.

Born Elthem, Kent, Ergland, in 1903, and brought to the
United States by his parents as a child. They settled in Cleve-
land, where Bob started his theatrical career. He was a boy
mascot of the Cleveland Indians baseball team. He made his
debut at the age of 20 as a juvenile in musical comedy at the
Bandbox Thedter, in Cleveland. His first radio appecarance was
with Rudy Vallee in 1932. He has engaged in a number of
occupations, such as boxer, shoe salesman, telephone lineman,
delivery boy, newsboy, drug store clerk, soda “jerker,” auto
Mm?mno station attendant and butcher. Married to Dolores

eade,

HUSING, TED (Edward Britt Husing}—Sports Announcer.

One-time actor, soldier, policeman, and aviator; now ace sports
announcer. He was born in Deming, N. M., in 1901. His family
moved to Gloversville, N. Y. His first full season of football
announcing was on WHN in New York. . He joined the staff of
the Columbia Broadcasting System December 25, 1927, and is
one of its oldest employees. He was the first announcer to
describe many sports over the air. He is 6 feet tall: weighs
175 pounds and has dark brown hair and eyes.

JOHNNY-—Philip Morris Page Boy.

John Roventini, who pipes his call over the air for Philip
Morris, is a dwarf. He is 43 inches tall and weighs 52 pounds.
He was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., August 15, 1910, and his tirst
tulltime job was as a bellhop at the Hotel Manger in New York
City. Later, he became a callboy at the Hoiel New Yorker.
In the Spring of 1942 he completed 9 years of association with
his present sponsor.

JOLSON, AL (Asa Yoelson}—Singer, M. C.

Born in Lida, Russia, May 26, 1886. Made his first appear-
ance on the stage at the Herald Square Theatre, New York,
October, 1899, as one of the mob in "Children of the Ghetto.”
Among his best-known musical shows are “Dancing Around,”
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growing likea
%8&...

Can you tell us why?

* [s it our professional printing and
editing?

Is it our ads from traders around the
country?

Is it our faatures lke—

From QOut of the Past Comes .
Radio In Review

Radio Roots

Ye Olde Equipment Shoppe
Radio Answer Man

Radio Crossword

I it our news of clubs
and old-time radio happenings?

Whateveritis . . .
we must be doing
something right!

If you're not already a subscriber, send
{or frew sample tssue mentioning where
you saw this ad. .

Write:
Nationat Radio Trader

Post Office Box 1147
Mount Vernon, Washington 98273

Then . . .
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HEVIEWS: TAPESPONDENTS:Send in your wants and
COLLECTOR'S CORNER Februa 1980 we'll run them here for at least two

bi-monthly,$7.50 issues,edited by
Joe Webb and Bob Burnham,from Nostal=-
gia Warehouse,POB 267,Centuck Station
Yonkers,New York 10710.

This issue is CC's annual OTRe
con album,with most of its 36 pages
filled with pictures of the people
and activities at 1979's convention
in Bridgeport,CT. As with these
issues in the past,you will probably
enjoy it very much if you attended
the con, If not,the issue may not
do much for you,

It is announced in this issue
that CC has become a bl=monthly,with
the page count increased to at least
32 per issue, =CAS

UNDER_WESTERN SKIES #9 January 1980,
issues rom S,1 9 60th

Street North,Clearwater,Florida

33520, Edited by Linda & Ron Downey.

Simply put:if you enjoy west-
erns,there's a better than even
chance you'll enjoy UWS, This issue
has a fine article on Texas Guinan,
the larger than life speakeasy host-
ess and early film star, Other art-
icles cover the film version of Ren-
frew of the Royal Mounted,Tom Mix,
the story of a really devoted Lone
Ranger fan,and the Western Writers
of America., This latter I found of
great interest and includes the list
of the 25 all=time best westernm nov-

els,as chosen by members of the gwg.
-CA

months.

NEWIRill Moorman, 347 Pegasus Street,
Natchitoches,Louisiana 71457. Bill
is offering,to the highest bidder,
two items, PFirst is a collection

of 150 reels of old radio shows.

The reels have an assorted selection
of programs with FIBBER McGEE &
MOLLY and SUSPENSE the most preva-
lent. If interested you can send
for a complete list of shows before
making a bid. Bill is also selling
a 1977 Akal reel=-to-reel recorder
which is in very good to excellent
condition., The two items are to be
sold seperately to the highest bid-
degs. Deadline for bids is May 1st,
1980,

REFBRENCE LIBRARY:A reference lib-
rary exists for members, Members
should have received a library
list of materials with their mem=-
bership., Only two items can be
borrowed at one time,for a one
month period. Please use the
proper designations for materials
to be borrowed. When ordering
books include $1.00 to cover
rental,postage,and packaging,
Please include $ .50 for other
items. If you wish to contribute
to the library the OTRC will copy
materials and return theoriginals
to you. See address on page 2.
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