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BY Francis Edward Bork

McGee don't open that closet

Too late. Crash, bang, rattle,
rattle,ca-plop went a hundred and
one items that Fibber managed to
jam into that closet. I had said
that McGee never did clean out that
hall closet during all the years he
was heard on radio., Well I stand
corrected. Fibber did clean out
that closet on the radio show
broadcasted on June 5,1945. Now
that was a surprise to me because

I don't remember hearing that show,
Oh well I guess I just missed that
evening. Not only did McGee clean
out his hall closet here in America
on that historic June day but,
thanks to Jim Snyder, I also heard
the South African show when McGee
also &leéaned out the hall "cup-
board” in that country.

Now we are all use to " Jim
and Maricn Jordan playing Fibber
McGee and Fibber's wife Molly. To
me they were Fibber and Molly not
Jim and Marion Jordan., Once more I
am enlighten to the true facts of
radio life during the years long
gone bhye. I never did care for the
Doc Gamble character. McGee being
my my radio character friend. I
didn't like the way Doc Gamble
always insulted McGee. I think
Gildersleeve and McGee's little
squables were really funny. Gildie
would get so upset that he would
stutter and finally say "now look
here McGe=", very sternly.

When I listened to the South
African version I found some of the
termindlogy was the same as ours
and some was not. Such as we say
the hall closet whilé they say the
hall cupboard. When Molly states
that she is about to clean the hall
cupboard, McGee tells her he will
do it because he has a lot of
valueable stuff there. Hey, McGee
said, what are you doing with
my "poker-work" out fit. I know

from the American program that
McGee means his "wood burning set”.
There were a lot more of such
changes on the South African show.
There was a very brief interlude

of music during the show, but of
course they didn't have Billy

Mills and his orchestra or the
Kings Men to sing. Well all in all
I did enjoy the South African
Fibber McGee and Molly program.

My Thanks goies to our fellow
Club member Jim Snyder for sending
me an excellent copy of both the
AmericaN AND The South African
programs.

Another Club member my good
friend Ed Coons has so many
cassettes that he doesn't even
know how many or what shows he
has. I usually borrow about twenty
or thirty cassettes at a time but
I'll never even get to borrow them
all. One show I borrowed, "I Love
Adventure" was numbered 3060 and
that was some where in the middle
of Ed’'s collection. Ed and I have
been buddies for over 40 years,
in fact my children call him Uncle
Ed and I call him brother.

Don't forget if you would like
to swap cassettes or reels with
fellow club members, send your
list to the "DRAGON LADY" and she
will print it in the "I.P." for
free. Send your requests to:

Linda DeCecco
32 Shenandoah Rd.
Buffalo, N.Y. 14220

I haven’'t heard much from the
"EVIL ONE" Prof. Boncore so I guess
since he has been quiet I "will"
return the reels I borrowéd from
him last year. A little black
mail goes a long way doesn't it
Prof Boncore? YQu taught me well.

Till next time- H.E.L.P.
F.ETB.
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‘F\/la/m‘jo C. Rorlle

As 1 had said many, many times
BEFORE Sherlock Holmes is my all
time favorite ~radio program.

Basil Rathbone is my favorite
Sherlock Holmes with Nigel Bruce

my favorite Dr., Watson. There have
been many different actors playing
Holmes and Watson both on the radio
and in the movies. There also were
three or four different comic strips
of Holmes and his imatators between
1939 and 1946. Basil Rathbone and
Nigel Bruce made 14 Holmes movies.

I think most everyone thinks
of Rathbone and Bruce when ever
Holmes and Watson are mentioned. I
believe RAthbone and Bruce made more
Holmes movies and were heard on
radio longer then any others who
played Holmes and Watson whether
on radio or in the movies. There
were a lot of paradies of Sherlock
Holmes and several using the Holmes
charactor such as "The Private
Life of Sherlock Holmes" which was
half parody and half serious.
Robert Stephens played Sherlock
Holmes and Christopher Lee played
his brother Mycroft. It was a fair
movie but nothing much to excite a
real Holmes fan.

Another Holmes type movie was
"They Might Be Giants” George C.
Scott played Sherlock Holmes or
rather he played Justin Playfair a
retired New York judge who thinks
he's Holmes after he suffers a
nervous breakdown. He is taken to
a Lady Psychiatrist who's name by
chance is Dr, Watson. Dr. Mildred
Watson is played by Joanne Woodward
who gives an execllent performance.
Now this movie I really did enjoy
and I hoped that there would be a
sequel. Well if not a sequel that
George C. Scott playing the the
part of Holmes himself with maybe
James Mason as Dr. Watson. By the
way James Mason did play Dr Watson

in the Sherlock Holmes movie
"Murder By Degree"” and did a very
convincing job as the good doctor.
The story line was a little much
though., Could you believe that
Prince Edward was Jack the Ripper?
I can't and I doubt very much many
Holmes fans did either,

The Adventures of Sherlock

Holmes Smarter Brother was good.

No doubt about it, a comedy from
the beginning to end. Gene Wilder
played Sigerson HOlmes, Sherlock's
younger " brother. As a point of
information Conan Doyle had
considered Sigerson for Holmes first
name before he decided of that fine
Irish name Sherlock. This was a
funny movie I thought, light hearted
and entertaining. Dom De Luise as
an Opera singer? Dom 1is a funny
guy even when he doesn't try hard
to be funny, just a great actor and
comedian. At the near end of the
movie Sherlock Holmes is sitting

in the audience and gives his
younger brother Sigerson a nod of
approval. This movie I would
recommend to all Sherlock Holmes
fans.

"The Return of The Woild'S
Greatest Detective"” with Larry
Hagmen as a clumsy motorcycle police
officer who thinks he's Sherlock
Holmes after he has an accidnet.
Jenny O"Hara plays a psychiatric
soical worker known as Doc Watson,
what else. This too is a funny
movie some what like "They Might
Be Giants." Enjoyable.

"The Return Of Sherlock Holmes"
was the most unusual of all the
Holmes tye movies. Jane Watson
great granddaughter of Dr, John H
Watson finds and releases Sherlock
Holmes from a state of suspended
animation in the 1980's. Holmes is
of course amayed at all the modern
comtrations which make up our daily
lives., While looking for clues he
sees an Adult Book Store, which Jane
Watson advises him not to go into
Nonsense says Holmes I'm and adult
ant thats an adult bbok store so
why should I not go into it to by a
book? Holmes comes out of the
bookstore with a ollk of horror on
his face. Jane Waston? Well she
just smiles with a "I told you so"
look on her face. Adult bookstore
indeed?

"Without A Clue" is a hilarious
a real change of style for Michael
Caine who plays a second rate--out
of work actor hired by Dr. Watson
the real brains of the duo. Caine
goofs up almost everything he does,
while Dr Watson played by Ben
Kingsley has to get him out of one
scrape after another. Once again
a good movie, funny and very



OCTOBER, 1992

ILLUSTRATED

PRESS PAGE"FIVE

entertaining.

Well I rambled on so
movies of Sherlock Holmes
know Sherlock Holmes fans are
involved in all phases of Holmes
whether that be movies, books, radio
comic strips or comic books.

Sherlock Holmes on the radio
was first played by William Gillette
on Oct 20, 1930 and ran until
Dec 14, 1936. Orson Wells played
Holmes on radio in 1935 a radio
adaption of a Gillette-Doyle stage
play. In 1939 a new season of
Sherlock Holmes radio began with
Basil Rathbone, aSouth African born
actor of English parents, playing
Holmes while a Mexican born Nigel
Bruce of English Scotch parents
played Dr. Watson., The beginning
of many successful years together
on radio and in the movies. Tom
Conway played HOlmes for a short
time with Bruce still Dr. Watson/.
John Guilgud and Sir Ralph
Richardson played Holmes and Watson
for a long time with an occasional
visit from Orson Wells as Prof.
Moriarty.

The English themselves had
quite a few Holmes and Wstson's on
radio.” Sir Cedric Hardwicke as
Holmes and Finlay Currie as Watson
were probably the most famous.
Edward Hardwicke plays Dr Watson
while Jeremy Brett plays Holmes.
David Burke also played Dr. Watson
with Jeremy Brett as Holmes in the
series "THe Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes" on P.B.S. TV. This tv
series was the most faithful
adaptation of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
books.

There are, or were, at least a
dozen radio series of Holmes &
Waston aired at one time or another.
The longest and by the far the most
popular of all mystery stories.

Books, well there are 54 short
stories and 4 full length books
written by Doyle. In my personal
Holmes book collection I have at
least 20 different authors of HOlmes

about the
but I

stories, Just for the heck of it I
wrote 3 myself, Unpublished of
course, I wrote them for my own

amusement, We so much for Sherlock
Holmes and Dr. Watson----

"The GAmes Afoot."

Till next time good radio listening
and happy radio memories.

F.E.B.

R i 333

i

THE AIR ADVENTURES OF JIMMY ALLEN

The Air Adventures of Jimmy
Allen came to radio in 1933 via
the World Broadcasting System, A
Chicago transcription syndicate.
The serial, one of the first to
come to radio following a trend
inspired by real-life sky ace
Charles Lindbergh, had 15-year-
old Murray McLean in the title
role. Barbara Croft was played
by Joan Kay, a veteran of Chica-
go-bascd serial drama. Sponsor
Richfield 0il Company promoted
McLean's real 1life flying esca-
pades {he began taking lessons at
age 10) and soon Jimmy Allen
Flying Clubs sprang up around the
country. By 1936 more than 3
million air-minded cadets swelled
the clubs' ranks. Radio lore at
this time was becoming the basis
for many films, and it followed
that Paramount brought Jimmy
Allen to the screen in "The Sky
Parade," which closely mirrored
the adolescent's radio adven-
tures. The screenplay was adapt-
ed by Robert Burtt and Wilfred
Moore, who later would team up to
bring Captain Midnight and Hop
Harrigan to radio. Each episode
runs approximately 15 minutes.

“"HARDTACK"

“’I\V!",‘« [
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TUNING IN
by TOM HEATHWOOD

Since this i3 my very first
chapter of a new cdlumn for The
Illustrated Press,; perhaps it would
be wise for me to simply give you a
bit of information about me and my
‘beginnings with 0ld Time Radio.

I began my radio career when I
was about 13 as a "gopher" at the
(then) Cowles ABC outlet in Boston,
WCOP. I had visited the station
which had an elaborate lobby - -
directly accessible from Boylston
Street (near Copley Square) and was
completely and forever fascinated
with the miracle of bradcasting!

The studio was brand new then, with
a wide variety of equipment that

was also the latest. The studios,
most of which you could sce from
the lobby, were built "suspended”
within a rubber framework, just like
the big network studios in New York.
A large studio auddience accomodation
«nown as Studio "A" could also be
viewed from the lobby. It had its
own coantrol room, a Hammond organ,
and a Steinway grand piano, plus
seating ivr a cuople hundred.

All the studios were accessible
through "sound-locks" which
consisted of vetry heavy double doors
separated by a small vestibule. [
found it fun just going in and out
of these arrangements.

Behind the 5 studios was a
myriad of sound-conditioned halls
and support areas. The office area
was about one-hale a story above the
the ground level. There was a very
important Master control room, which
abutted all studios except "A",

Here were the consoles and
transmitter control devices that
wade all the shows feéd to the
transmitter in Lexington, MA. Here
too, an engineer sat in a swival
chair controlling everything that
happened in the gleaming sound-tiled
studios on a level of about 4 feet
below. It was a fascinating place
to sit quietly and watch the lighted
VU meters oscillateendlessly. There
was an "electronic smell" in this
large room that I shall never forget.
It was wonderful!!

The studios all had sound-
conditions on the walls and
ceilings, with rubber-tile floors
in multi-color design. They were
"live" studios in those days, and
the slightest whisper in any part
part of the room could be heard on-
the air if the air if the studio
was "on".
The studios were all built
"live" in the old days, increasing
the sound level, and generally
making everyone sound better.
I've never really been sure why,
as time passed, studios were
thought to be better if they were
"dedd", that is, absorbing ambient

~noise. The effect of the live
studios was analogous to the sound
you get while singing in the
shower.

After a while of being the
gopher on weekends, I was allowed
to be a "junior announcer” and
actually do a kid's show
introduction on Voltaire Block's
CHILDREN"S SONG BAG. Such a Thrill,
I also had free-run of the station,
and could go anywhere I wished, as
long as I didn't become too
obnoxious! The newsroom was a
marvelous place to spend time---
with its long row of teletype
machines perpetually banging and

clanging and sometimes ringing. I
was sometimes allowed to rip off
a multi-bell story and hand-deliver
it to the news announcer. I felt
like I was really part of the story!

I was also intrigued by the
recording room where 16" acetate
transcriptions were made from
"the line™ (ABC network) to be
saved to at a later time. These
giant cutting lathes spun away
the acetate thread from the blank
discs, creating the most marvelous
smell you can imagine. The newly
cut disc had the same smell. They
were labeled/signed and stored
until needed. To me, it was a
modern-day wonder!

This was my start in broad-
casting. These early experiences
assured the fact that I would
never live a year of my life
thereafter without being involved
in radio, Even though I never
made my major income in broad-
casting, I always had a show on thé
air most of my adult life, and
became involved in writing and
producing commercials as well, But
I would never gorget the beauty
of WCOP, the most up-—-to-date, and
by far largest radio station in
Boston then, at 485 Boylston St.
in the New England Mutual Building.
You would have tohave lived in the
1940's to appreciate just how
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magnificent this structure was, and
what it meant to a young bout with
dreams and aspirations.

Next time, we can talk about
other memories from the wonderful
days of old-time radio. Meanwhile,
I'11 be talking to you on HERITAGE
RADIO THEATRE on the YESTERDAY-USA
SATELLITE SUPERSTATION. Feel free
to write in your comments. The
address is:

HERITAGE RADIO
PO BOX 16
BOSTON, MA 02167

T B F5 36 3630 36 36 36 3 3 36 3 35 36 35 36 36 I 308 3 36 36 3 2696 6 I8 36 360 R

{
i
{
i

Editor’s by -

<

I'd like to take the time to
thank Pete Bellanca for pitching in
and taking over as Editor of the
ILLUSTRATED PRESS during the
months of August and September. I
think that Pete did a wonderful job
as editor and gave this magazine
a nice change of view. We also
have some donations to the cassette
library to mention.

Jack French has’ a "Bobby Benson"

tape. Side 1 has an interview

with Clive Rice (Clive Campbell)

Mutuals last and longest Bobby

Benson and tv"s only. Side 2 is

a previously uncirculated episode

of Bobby Benson called "Curtain

Call For A Clown" broadcast 4-5-54.

Any one interested in this tape

can get one by sending Jack a blank

tape and $1.00 for postage & handling
to:

Jack French
5137 Richardson DRive
Fairfax, VA 22032

Dick Olday, has donated 4 cassettes
to the tape library:

BIG TOWN-- “The Trap" 9-28-48
The Fatal Chain 11-9-48

Yours truly Johnny Dollar--
"Buffalo Matter" parts 1&2
10-4-59 & 10-11-59

THE SIX SHOOTER--
Cheyenne Express
Thicker Than Water

3-7-54
3-14-54

CHALLENGE OF THE YUKXON
Gold Behind Waterfall
Polar Quest  9-~13-50

9-11-50

Linda DeCecco

Editor
L T2 s AL R T T

CHANDU THE MAGICIAN

The original Chandu series
was created by Harry Earnshaw and
aired from 1932 to 1936. In 1948
Vera Oldham updated several of
the 15 minute scripts and the
scries was given another airing,
on the MWutual-Don Lee Network.
It ran in this form for its old
sponsor White King Soap until
1949, then went coast-to-coast on
ABC as a 30 minute weekly offer-
ing. The next year it was gone.

Through his occult powers
which he learned from a Hindu
yogi, American Secret Agent Frank
Chandler battles arch-foe Roxor,
an evil sort played by radio
mainstay Luis Van Rooten (Nero
Wolfe, Box 13, Bulldog Drummond),
who raised mwalicious sniggering
to an art form. The chase leads
to Egypt, to intrigue, and to
adventure, with plenty of heavy-
handed acting thrown in for
funzies. Frank Chandler/Chandu
is played by Tom Collins (who the
following year would play both
the title role in the Adventures
of Frank Race and Reggie York in
I Love Adventure}. Irene Tedrow

(Lights Out, Corliss  Archer)
played Dorothy, Lee Millar (Those
We Love) her son Bob, and Joy

Terry (child actor on Coast=to-
Coast on a Bus, Young Dr. Malone)
her daughter Betty. Veola Vonn
(Blondie, Eddie Cantor show) is
Nadji, the Egyptian Princess.

wd ULY Siohawenis't Irstericwt
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NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE JULY 19,1992

SMALL TALK

Brief encaounters with lively lacais

"ARE YOU
LISTENING?

here are no boundaries at all with
radio,” John Barber said. “To me, it's
more interesting than television or
movies because it truly stimulates your
imagination. What you can see in your mind’s eye is
a lot more elaborate than what special effects can
deliver.” .

The radio that Barber is talking about is not to-
day’s Top 40, retro rock or even yesterday's middle-
of-the-road music. No, he’s singing the praises of
the golden age of radio, when the airwaves were
filled with the likes of Myrt and Marge, The Lux
Radio Theatre and “Gangbusters.” A nation tuned
in to comedy, drama and what-have-you with an al-
legiance TV viewers rarely have matched.

Barber is celebrating “those thrilling days of yes-
teryear” with “The Golden Age of Radio,” an hour-
long program that recently bowed on WTIX Radio,
Sunday nights at 10 p.m. Each week, Barber is
heard on ““The Mighty 690” with two recordings
from his bottomless barrel of broadcast nostalgia.
The last several weeks featured “You Are There:
The Battle of Gettysburg,” Arthur Godfrey, “The
Aldrich Family” with its familiar opening (“Henry!
Henry Aldrich!” to which Henry would reply, “Com-
ing, Mother!”) and a “Dr. Who" radio episode from
the BBC, with Colin Baker as the time-tripping
doctor. (“If I hear from listeners, I'll run more,”
Barber said.) Tonight brings Jeanette MacDonald

/ |

John Barber: celebrating radio days

and Nelson Eddy in “Sweethearts,” as it was heard
ow the Lady Esther Screen Guild Players show in
1946.

“I listened to these shows when I was a kid and
rediscovered them again as an adult,” said Barber,
an accountant who moonlights as a character actor.
His enthusiasm led to a short-lived show on WSMB
in 1984, airing old radio shows and providing com-
mentary. Four years later; Barber created “The
Golden Age of Radio Theatre,” in which he and
some actor pals re-created selected programs on the

- stage. The performances were also broadcast on —

and served as a benefit for — WRBH Radio for the
blind and print handicapped.

“We did the first one at Le Petit — an ‘Allen’s
Alley’ sketch and ‘The Thin Man,” " Barber said.
“We made a few mistakes, but everybody had a lot
of fun. Lary Hesdorffer played Fred Allen’s guest
star, Peter Lorre, and Ed Chadick and Becki Davis

were Nick and Nora Charles. . :

“The next year, we had Bob Krieger as “Sgt.
Preston of the Yukon,” and Uncle Wayne
Daigrepont as his dog, Yukon King. Alsoon
that show was “Tarzen,’ with Doug Rye, — .7,

-whom | call ‘Thundervoice’ — as Tarzan and ¢

- Uncle Wayne doing the yell. ] =

. “‘Sheran Shreiber invited us to perform at

- Theatre Marigny and we brought their audiences
Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy and “Fib-
ber McGee and Molly.”

Last Halloween, Barber and his radio rascals
unveiled two creaking-door classics — Orson
Welles’ “Mercury Theatre on the Air” version of
“Dracula” and Arch Oboler's “Lights Out” chil- -
ler, “Catwife.” Old radio hand Charlie Matkin "~

" co-produced and sound effects were provided by
another broadcast veteran, Reggie Hendry.

For the current "TIX radio show, Barber
draws on his collection of vintage radio tapes.

“And what I don't have, I can get from a supplier
in Michigan who has over 5,000 hours of this .
stuff,” Barber said. “There is an appetite for old
radio out there — not a large one, but it’s there.
Over 100 radio stations across the country broad-
cast these shows. There are newsletters and publi-
cations devoted to old radio and a thriving
business in the sale of tapes.” :

Barber is a part of that business, hawking such *
obscure items as six “Adventures of Michael
Shayne” set in New Orleans and starring Jeff
Chandler. :

Next up for Barber is another 'RBH benefit, for
which he hopes to import several guest stars. ..>u“
long as there’s someone who remembers ‘The -
Green Homet,’ *X Minus One,’ Jack Benny or
‘Ellery Queen,’ there'll be an audience for ol

radio,” Barber says confidently. ~ - oL
. — David Cuthbert
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THE SHADOW OF FU MANCHU

In Fu Hanchu author Sax
kohmer produced the ultimatc
cxpression of Oriental cunning
and onc of the most malignant
personalitices an  pulp fiction,
Crecated 1n 1913, Fu HManchu was
Rohmer's respouses to the pub-
lic's apprchensions about the
Yellow Pcral.

Fu's capacity for ecvil, like
the radio drama itself, was as
vast and unfettcred as the mind’'s
capacity to imagine. In his grim
world, c¢rime, deceit, intrigue
and lust for power were the norm
rather than the cxception.

Rohmer appointed Denis
Nayland Smith as Fu's adversary;
his credo was that of the consum-
mate scrial hero, 1i.e., submis-
sion to the cause of right, even
to the ultimate sacrifice. Stiff
upper lip and all that.

Fu Manchu enjoyed a good
serial life on radio. Network
radio was still in diapers when
the Collier Hour aired it on NBC
Blue in 1927, drawing adventure
from Rohmer's serial running in
Colliers Magazine. On September
26, 1932 it moved to CBS where it
ran until April 24, 1933, then in
1936-37 Radio Luxembourg broad-
cast a British wversion, throwing
Fu and his dark fictions into the
cauldron of Europe's growing war
fears. In 1939, The Shadow of Fu
Manchu began.

Like the novels from which it
was crafted, The Shadow of Fu
Manchu carries a heavy freight of
mystery, thrills and pure escap-
ism typical of the conspiratorial
plotting rampant in those trou-
bled thirties.

The tale begins when Special

_Inspector Smith is summoned by
Mandalay by the British Goveru-

ment to halt the criminal activi-
tiecs of Fu Manchu. Fu oversces
the Black Poppy Socicty, a vile
contagion of super criminals
dedicated to eliminating Europe's
most powerful leaders. The sur-
vival not of the Empire merely
but of the entire white race
depends on the success of Smith's
mission.

On a fog-bound night in Lon-
don, 8Smith and his associate Dr.
Petrie hurry to the home of
Crighton Davy to warn the re-
nowned British statesman that he
is high on Pu's list of expend-
ables. Minutes before they ar-
rive, however, 8ir Crighton is
murdered in his study. Petrie's
postmortem reveals that death was
caused by the sting of a poison-
ous insect, otherwise known as
the "2ayat Kiss," probably admin-
istered by a goon in Fu's em-
ploy. A short while later, when
Smith narrowly averts a 2Zayat
Kiss meant for him, Fu orders the
dacoit who blundered the assassi-
nation destroyed. All in a day's
work for Fu.

As tensions build and bodies
pile up, Fu kidnaps Petrie and
lays a trap for Smith in his
riverfront hideout. Smith, howev-
er, surprises Fu in his den; but
Fu springs a trap door that sends
Petrie into the Thames, and while
Smith rescues Petrie he escapes
into the night. Before you can
say John Bull, Fu attempts two
more assassinations.

In this thread The Shadow of
Fu Manchu unraveled until it left
the air in September 1940.

Initially it aired in 77
fifteen-minute installments three
times a week, and was transcribed
and rebroadcast in other locales
on different dates. This series
fecatured Hanley Stafford and Gala

Gordon as Nayland Smith and Dr.
Pctric.
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SUPERMAN
The Adventures of Superman
was on the air in syndication

within a few months of its 1938
debut in Action Comics. The
first network broadcast aired
February 12, 1940 on the Mutual
Broadcasting System. These were
the first adventures of this

"strange visitor from another
planet" to come to radio. Super-
man, a foundling rocketed to
Barth Dby his parents from the

doomed planet Krypton, was adopt-
ed by two earthlings, Mr. and
Mrs. Kent. He grew up under
protective coloration to take the
sccret identity of Clark Kent,
mild~mannered reporter for the
Daily Planet. Beneath his simple
suite and spectacles was the Man
of Steel, and a skin-tight blue
costume with red trunks, boots
and capce, with Jjust a little
yellow behind the red "S" cmbla-

zoned on his chest. As an alien,
he was invulnerable, with appar-
ently unlimited strength. At
first only a fantastic jumper, he

gained the freedom of pure £light
when animators commissioned to do
a series of motion picture car-
toons found his early means of
propulsion to be somewhat ludi-
crous. Radio's man about-the-uni-
verse was played by Bud Collyer,

the actor with the two-toned
voice. . One voice was high-
pitched for Clark Kent, the other
was husky octaves lower for the
no-nonsense Man of Steel. The
declivity occurred near the end
of the spoken line, thus: "This
looks like a job (basso
profundo)--FOR SUPERMAN! (1t
suggested a change of life more
than just one of voice.) Super-

man was the self-appointed custo-
dian of Right. 1In his crusade to

protect Metropolis from the Evil

element, he wusually faced pretty
fat odds. His enemies included
traitors, mad scientists, rampag~

ing robots, extraterrestrials,

citizens gone berserk, and even
Hitler. Fellow reporter Louis
Lane had little use for the timid
Clark Kent when he came to the
Daily Planet. (She could never
understand how he scooped her
time and again.) Nor was the
radio Clark quite as clever as he
was in Action Comics--he was occa-
sionally caught changing costumes
in alleyways and telephone
booths. Superman was the comic
strip creation (in 1938) of art-
ists Jerry Siegel and Joe

Shuster. Jackson Beck's ringing
introduction became one of the
most familiar on radio: "Look!
Up in the sky! 1It's a Bird!"
(Voice in the crowd: "It's a

Plane!") "It's SUPERMAN! ) In
1949, Superman moved to ABC for a
30 minute show starring Michael
Fitzmaurice, The sustained ver-
sion went to twice a week in 1950
and left the air in 1951.
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Broadcast museum
comes out of hiding

BY TRACY SHRYER
Los Angeles Times

CHICAGO

UST beyond the Chicago

Cultural Center's ornate

marble entrance is a clos-
et. But this is not just any clos-
et. If you take the dare of the
sign dangling from the door-
knob reading ““OPEN AT
YOUR OWN RISK,"” out thun-
der memories of the days when
families crowded around the
Emerson listening to the crash
of Johnson Wax cans and
whatever else Fibber McGee
Jammed behind the door.

This 18th-century building,
once the city’s main library,
now embraces the Museum of
Broadcast Communications, a
repository of 20th-century cul-
ture and contemporary Ameri-
can history as captured
through radio, television and
broadcast advertising.

Radios as fumniture

Anyone who remembers the
classic radio comedy “The Fib-
ber McGee and Mollie Show™
should get a kick out of the
vintage black-and-white TV
sets and radios that look like
major pieces of furniture. Fur-
ther down memory lane is the
tribute to Edgar Bergen, per-
haps the only ventriloquist
who found fame on radio. Both
Bergen and his dummy, Char-
lie McCarthy, were natives of
Chicago. 1t seemed appropriate
to Bergen's wife, Francis,
(they are Candice Bergen’'s
parents) that the wooden Mc-
Carthy, Effie Klinker and hay-
seed Mortimer Snerd be en-
shrined here.

For those indifferent to the
days before Walkmen, there is
the fully functional newsroom
equipped with working TV
cameras and TelePrompTers.
News anchor wanna-bes can
test their on-air presence in
borrowed blue blazers. There's
even a floor director to cue the
neophytes.

A video to keep

It costsamere $19.95 tobe a
newscaster, but you also get a
videotape of your perfor-
mance, This and the tourist
shop are the only places where
you can spend money in the
museum; admission is free.

Although the broadcast mu-
seumn has had a home in Chica-
g0 for five years, It has come
out of its own closet. Once
stashed off the beaten path,
the museum now is on Michi-
gan Avenue, just a stone's
throw from Chicago's Art in-
stitute and Orchestra Hall.

The museum was the brain-
child of Bruce DuMont, a local
political correspondent and
nephew of television pioneer
Allen B. DuMont. In 1978,
while producing a local news
show, he was stunned to learn
how old footage was stored.
“Everything was in such disar-
ray and treated with so much
disrespect. Things were piled
up and there was no point of
reference,” he recalls.

B-0-L-0-G-N-A

After years of door-knock-
ing and political maneuvering,
DuMont's orderly dream is a
reality that includes a public
archives collection with more
than 6,000 television shows,
48,000 radio broadcasts and
8,000 broadcast commercials
— including the one that
taught the world to sing. That
and the ad that taught the
world to spell, at least the
word B-O-L-O-G-N-A.

The past is easily accessible
through a bank of computers
that even the most computer
illiterate can understand. And
the collection grows daily.
Nightly newscasts are indexed
so that anyone can, say, go
back to their birth date to see
what else happened that day.

Students and professors sit
at TV and radio carrels for re-
search. For his upcoming mov-
ie, Spike Lee came to the muse-
um to see footage on Malcolm
X. But browsers are always
welcome.

City’s key role

Strolling through the muse-
um, one cannot help but notice
Chicago's vital role in broad-
casting. Burr Tillstrom, the
hands behind Kukla, Fran and
Ollie, got his start here. Jack
Benny and Walt Disney grew
up in these parts, WBBM's TV
camera, the one that captured
John F. Kennedy's charisma
during the first televised presi-
dential debate in 1960, is on
display.

The Museum of Broadcast
Communications is not only
overflowing with nostalgia but
also mirrors 20th-century val-
ues, quirks and humor. There
are plenty of memories.

Stopping on his lunch hour,
Scott Rylowicz, 32, found him-
self looldng to the past. *| like
the stuff that reminds me of
my childhood,” he said. Even
the radio programs that pre-
date him have special meaning.
“l picture my dad as a kid.
This was their entertainment.
1'd like to bring my kids here to
see itvt.hey are as interested as
| am.”

ON Philco Automatic Faning fodels che
call letters of your favoricc American sta-
tions appear right on a diaf .. . similar o
that on an automatic telephone. You
choose your station . .. twirl the dual just
once. CLICK . . . there's your stxion .. .
tuncd with absolure perfection!

And on these models., .. Philco also pro-
vides the Furzign Twnivg System, which
names and Jocates overseas stations by
name . . . and working wich the Philco
High-Efficiency Actial mose than doubles
the foreign stations you <an enjoy.

Scc, hear, 1y Philco Automauc Tuning
at your Philco dealer’s.

PHILCO 10X*
$125
Losa Aerial

*Sold only with Philcs

High E ficiencyAcrial

ta_rasure groatest for-

#igw recepiion.

i

PHILCO

A Masird Gratswment Jf Qualilty

HOME RADIOS . . . $20 7 $600
AUTO RADIOS $39.95 #0 $77.60

Philco Replacement Tubes
Improve the Performance of Any Radio
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FRENDS of OLD TIME RADIO CONVENTION

e
snncrum SNy

Coests Raymoad BEdward Johasom - Inner Sanctum
Ruth Last - Let's Pretend, Quiet Please

Abby Lewis — Howe in the Country, Road of Life
Special Convention Guests who have given definite or tegtative ~ Peg Lynch - Fihel and Albert

acceptance of qur invitations: Ted Mallle - (Announcer) Magy Mutual shows
Charlotte Maosoa - Nick Carter
Wost Coast Guesta Bill Owea - (Amnouncer)
Ken Roberts - (Announcer) The Shadow, Fllery Queen
Harry Bartell - Gunsmoke, Dragnet Adels Romson - Buck Rogens, John's Other Wife
Dick Beals - The Lone Ranger, “Speedy” Alka- Terry Ross - Sound effects artist
seltzer Sidoey Sloa - (Producer, director, writer)
Vanessa Brown - The Quiz Kids, Hollywood Ezra Stone - The Akrich Family
Chris and Paddy Costello - (Daughiers o Low Florence Willlams - Fmoat Page Farell
Costello) Byemts
Herb Ellis - Gunsmoke, Dragnet
Ray Erlenbom - (Somr.‘leﬁed:arust) .
Bob Hastings — Archie Andrews mroxwum.nmayw&umh
Peggy Webber - Dragnet, Pete Kelly's Blues dﬁawmmwmmm
changes. Time will be announced at the convention.
New East Coast Guests
Thursday

Fred Collins - (Announcer) X - 1, The Chase Lo
Dr. Peter Cranford ~ (Originator) Take it or Leave |t  Dealers Rooms: 9 am - § pm; evening if time
Win Elliot - (MC) Quick as a Flash, The Fish Pond ~ Cockails and dimer: 5:30 - 8:30

Clive Rice - Bobby Benson Chris and Paddy Contello present “Lou Costello™
Art Richards - (Director) When a Girl Marries Visit with your friends and the special guests; visit the dealers
Returnees Priday (Daytime)

. Arthur Anderson - Let's Pretend, Toay and Gus Dnlmkoans:9a.m:-5£np.m.
George Ansbro - (Announcer) ABC Western panel with Clive Rioe; Host is Jack French
Jackson Beck - (Announcer) Superman, Mark Trail CommciﬂwogbhpwnhDi:kBak;HoaDamyGoodwin
PFran Carlon - Big Town ' An informal radio quiz (David Zwengler)
Loa Clark - Nick Carter mma-l)mmmmmwmm
Nancy Coleman - Young Dr. Malooe Kate Smith Panel; hosted by Dick Hayes and Rev. Raymond
Bob Drydea — Superman, [LAM .Wud .
Earl George - Captain Midnight, Ma Perkins Supporting Actress. pancl with ali-star cast; Hosted by Jeff Muller

Ed Herliby - (Announcer) Kralt and Jay Wild
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Eriday Night

Cockiails and dinner: 5:30 - 8:15 p.m.

Meet the guests

Warm up with Ray Edenborn

Re-creation (Dragnet); with Harry Bastell, Herb Ellis and Peggy
Webber; directed by Gary Yoggy

Author pane}

Saturday (Daytime)

Dealers Rooms: 9 am. - 3 pm.

Re-creation (Detoctive Storyx with all-star cagt; directed by
Anthony Tollin

Raymond Edward Johrson presents—

mDnnWmHnynmlm

Bill Murtough, , reminisces

Tom DeLong hosts Game and Quiz shows with guests Win
Elliot, Vanessa Brown and Dr. Peter Cranfard

Satorday Night

Cocktails and dinner: $:200 - 800 p.m.

Peg Lynch and Bob Dryden re-creaie The Little Things in
Life

Re<creation (Inner Sasctum) with Raymond Edward Johnson
snd an all-star cast

Awards, nffle, donations, brief guest appearances, fina! auto-
graphs

Qotting There

BrAiz Continental Airline is the official air
line for our convention. Details on attached sheet.
Free shustle bus from airport. From LaGuardia or
Kennedy, nhhmnummhd:mmNmrk
airport; then free shurtle

By Bux Bus service from Manhattan's Port Authority to Newark
Airport: then take shuttle bus.

ByCar: From NI Tumpike, take Exit 14; take escond right
marked SERVICE ROAD after ioll booth. DO
NOT TAKE FIRST RIGHT which isRi 1 &£ 9.
Take second right directly under bridge marked service
road. You smust take one of the right - hand tolls and
stay on the right.

Prom Garden State Parkway sauth of airport, take Exit
140 to Route 22E o Routes 1 & 9 North, local.
Follow the blue sign marked SERVICE ROAD,
Follow to hotel,

From Newark Alrport, exit sirport and follow route 1 &
9 North to SERVICE ROAD.

By Traiz Check your local train schediule; there’s & station in
Newsrk

Canxt

Ressrve your spot as 3000 as passible.  Prepaid ticksts are held at
the door. Take advantage of our early-bind special de-
scribed on attached sheet.

Thursday, October 22nd; Daytime caly (9 - 5} $10

Thursday, October 22nd; Daytime asd eveaing
Including dinser (9 am - closing) $31.00
(328.00*). Choice of London broil, chicken cordon
bleu, sudfed fillet of sole. Please indicate choice
when you make your reservation.

Friday, October 23rd: Daytime only (¥ am - 530
ptm) $10.00 if paid in advance; $135.00 at the door.

Friday, October 23rd: Daytime and evening includ-
ing buffet dirner (9 a.m. - ciosing) $42.00 ($39.00°).
Discount of $3.00 for those over 62 and under 16.

Saturday, October 24th: Daytime only (S am. -
500 p.m.) $10.00 if paid in advance; $15.00 at the
door.

Saturday, October 24th: Daytime and evening in-
cluding buffet dinner (9 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.) $49.00
(343.00%). Discount of $3.00 for those over 62 and
under 16.

Compiimentary coffee, muffins and bagels Thursday, Friday
and Saturday; complimentary hors d’ceuvres Friday and
Saturdsy evenings.

Dealer’s Tables are $35.00 each plus appropriate reg-
istration fees. See enclosed abeet.

Hotel: $60.00 for a single, $65.00 for a double. Reserve
rooms with me when you send in convention registra-
tion. Pay for rooms upon arrival. Rooms should
be reserved by October 5th. Give me details such as
names, nights, etc.

Ads may be placed in our progam book.  Ses at-
tached potice. This will be a special, enlarged, 17th -
anniversary book

Rapfateation

Advance dinoer reservations must be made. Reservations are
limited (Friday 300; Sangrday 400). Make checks out to
FOTR o Jay Hickerson

Mail to Jay Hickerson, Box 4321, Hamden,
CT 06514, (203) 248-2887
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Friends of Old-time Radio Convention
Oct 22ad - 24th, 1992
Updated and Further Information
Seating
Sit where you wish on Thursday. On Friday and Saturday, tables will be numbered and
will be assigned in advance. Tables sit 10 people. If you wish to reserve a full or partial table,
please let me know in advance with whom you would like to sit. Make sure the people with whom

youw;snhmmmmms. A few people gave me a long list of peopie 0 choose from. 1can’tdo

who register at the door or who have no preference will sit where there is room.
Table reservations must be made in advance.

Ads

Ads may be placed in our program book (8 1/2 by 11). This is our 17th year and we will
again have an expanded program book with guest biographies. Cost for ads are:

Pull Page-81/2by11  $60 Half Page-51/2by 8 122ord4 by 11 340
Quarter Page ~-4by5  $20

Dealers at our convention may take a 25% discount on the ad. Helpsupponow 17th annu-
al convention.

Thursday

Remember to let me know your choice of food for Thursday night. Also remember, the
dealers are open from 9 am. We may have one or two workshops in the afternoon.

Air Lines
Continental Airlines is again the official airline for our convention. We have special
group rates which you can use. Call 1-800-468-7022 and give the person that answers a special

*EZ" number. The mumberis EZ 10 AP 81 (read E Z ten AP 81). Hours to call Continental are
6 am - 12 midnight CST (Manday - Friday) and 8 am ~ 9 pm CST (Saarday and Sunday).

Registrati

All meal reservations MUST be paid in advance. If you are coming for the day only,
avoid the hassle of paying at the registration desk and save $5. Preregistration for the day only
is $10 if mailed in advance and $15 if paid at the door for both Friday or Saturday. If
you can't atend the dinner but wish to stay for the activities afterwards, the cost is $10 for each

EARLY BIRD PRICES: There are special prices IF PAYMENT IS RECEIVED
BY OCTOBER 1. The prices with an asterisk (*) are these prices. Early bird prices are
Thursday (328); Priday ($39); Saturdsy ($45). If you reserve early but do not pay umntil you

amve.gouwﬂlpaymelnghermce Make reservations, pay early and avoid lines at the registra-
tion tahle
1

. PAGE _FIFTEEN



Old Time Radic Club

Box 426
Lancaster, NY 14086

FIRST CLASS MAIL




