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THE SEVE

Lo amnd Abnere
MOVIES

are available on video!

Dreaming Out Loud ® The Bashful Bachelor
Two Weeks to Live » So This Is Washington
Goin’ To Town ® Partners In Time
Lum & Abner Abroad

$29.95 each

Order from
Lum & Abner Associates
135 Circle Drive
Hot Springs, AR 71901

hitp://www.lumandabnerl.homestead.com/homepage.himl

VISIT
The Jot ‘Em Down Store &
Lum & Abner® Museum

Located on Highway 88
(the “Lum & Abner Highway”)

PINE RIDGE, ARKANSAS

For further information, contact
LON & KATHY STUCKER
P.O. BOX 38
PINE RIDGE, AR 71966

(870) 326-4442
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NLAS
MERCHANDISE

Of course, like L&A themselves, the NLAS always needs more
money, but never more so than near Convention time. If you see
anything here that you can’t live without, send your order in

TODAY!

NLAS CONVENTION VIDEOS
Most Run Approximately 2 Hours
$39.95 each

1985 - With guests Roz Rogers and Clarence “Ben
Withers” Hartzell
1986 - With guests Kathy Stucker and Ethel
Huddleston Ball
1987 - With guest Jerry Hausner
1988 - With guests Jerry Hausner and Elmore “Phinus
Peabody™ Vincent
1989 - With guest Wendell Niles
1990 - With guest Bobs Watson
1991 - With guest Les Tremayne
1992 - With guest Louise Currie
1993 - With guest Willard Waterman
1994 - With guest Shirley Lauck Babcock
1995 - With guest Parley Baer

(New volumes to be released soon!)

LUM AND ABNER®
SCRIPT REPRINT BOOKS
Only a few copies of each remain!
$5.00 each

FEBRUARY 1937: EARLY TO BID
MARCH 1937: MONEY TO BURN
APRIL 1937: SOMEONE’S IN THE KITCHEN
WITH LUM

(New volume coming soon!)

BACK ISSUES OF
THE JOT ‘EM DOWN JOURNAL
$2.00 each
All 101 issues published to date available! See list in
February 2001 issue, or send SASE for list.

Send orders to the Executive Secretary, 81 Sharon
Blvd., Dora, AL 35062.




The Jot ‘Em Down Journal,
Volume 17, Number 6 (Whole
Number 102), June 2001.
Published bi-monthly by the
National Lum and Abner Society.
Membership, including a subscrip-
tion to the Journal, is $15.00 per
year. Send editorial and subscrip-
tion correspondence to the
Executive Secretary, Tim Hollis,
#81 Sharon Boulevard, Dora, AL
35062.
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Front Cover: Originally a publicity still
for Partners In Time (1946), this fine por-
trait of L&A became a standard “generic”
shot of the duo.

Back Cover: One of the earliest publici-
ty photos of Lum & Abner in character
after they began their network radio run in

the summer of 1931.

LUM AND ABNER is a registered
trademark. Used by permission of
Chester Lauck, Jr.
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In This Issue:

In Memory of Fred Lasswell ....................... 4
A famous fan of L&A has left us.

70 Years of Lum & ADDNET .cccccereerecenneerennecene D
News events from the momentous summer of 1931.

What Do You Know About Gene & Glenn? ............. 9
They are a little-known part of L&A history.

The 2001 NLAS Convention ....... ceeeeeeeeeennee 10

This ain’t a good year to stay at home!!

WHO ARE THESE FOUR PEODLE.,
AND WHY ARE THEY SMILING?

SEE PAGES 10-11,
THEN START
HITTING
THE ROAD FOR
MENA, ARK.
ON JUNE 1D & 16!
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We at the NLAS sadly report the pass-
ing of legendary cartoonist Fred
Lasswell on March 4 at the age of 84. As
you may know, Lasswell had been the
guiding force behind the comic strip
Barney Google and Snuffy Smith since
the mid-1940s. What does that have to
do with Lum and Abner, you ask? Fred
Lasswell was a tremendous fan of those
two old characters from Pine Ridge, and
in fact had planned on being a guest at
the 2000 NLAS Convention in Mena.
(Il health prevented him from making
the trip.) Apparently the feeling was
mutual, because there exist at least two
different Lum and Abner episodes in
which the characters refer to Snuffy
Smith.

And here is an even more bizarre connection, which has
yet to be proven conclusively. Lasswell once informed us
that as a young man he kept up a regular correspondence
with his aunt Vivian, who was a model in Chicago. Fast for-
ward to 1948-49, when a lady named Vivian Lasswell was
cast as Sister Simpson on the half-hour L&A show. Was this
the same Vivian Lasswell who was the cartoonist’s aunt? He
didn’t know, and since he had never heard his aunt’s voice,

only knowing her through letters, hearing the episodes didn’t

help any. An unsolved mystery if there ever was one!

A little comic strip history here: The Barney Google strip
was created by cartoonist Billy DeBeck in 1919. For 15
years it centered around the escapades of the diminutive hus-
tler who was always out to make an easy dollar, frequently
depending on his broken-down race horse Spark Plug. The
strip was wildly popular, and inspired the hit song “Barney
Google With His Goo-Goo-Googly Eyes.” However. by the
early 1930s DeBeck apparently felt that he had mined the
world of horse racing and city slicker scams long enough.
DeBeck embarked on an intense period of researching the
culture of the southern Appalachian Mountains, and in 1934
(three years after Lum and Abner had brought lovable rural

| humor to the radio audience), DeBeck
had Barney Google inherit some property
in the North Carolina hill country, and he
promptly met up with irascible Snuffy
Smith and his blimp-sized wife
Loweezie.

It was around this time that Missouri
native Fred Lasswell joined DeBeck as an
assistant artist, although Lasswell main-
tained that his own background had noth-
ing to do with DeBeck’s new focus for the
strip. Throughout the 1930s, Snuffy and
his fellow mountaineers became the stars
and Barney Google was relegated to a
supporting role. DeBeck died in 1942,
and after a few months of the strip being
produced by other hands, Fred Lasswell
took over and was still producing new daily and Sunday
episodes at the time of his death.

Many people do not realize that until the early 1950s,
Barney Google and Snuffy Smirh was a daily continuity strip,
with a continuing storyline not unlike the L&A episodes. In
1953, Snuffy and Barney made a trip to Washington DC on
some pretense or other (shades of So This Is Washington), at
at the end of that story, Barney Google was dropped from the
cast permanently... at least as a regular character. Lasswell
continued to insert him into single gags every five years or so
after that, to justify still having Google’s name as part of the
title.

One of these days we are going to get around to a more in-
depth study of how Lum and Abner may have influenced the
influx of rural humor in the early 1930s; the same year
Snuffy Smith was introduced into the comics, Al Capp began
his long-running Li’'l Abrer strip (with which L&A are still
often confused to this day). That strip’s finale in 1977 left
only Snuffy to carry on the tradition; there have been reports
that the strip’s owner, King Features Syndicate, plans to have
it continued by other artists, but there is no doubt that an era
in comic strip and humor history has ended.

\l
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70 YEARS OF

LWl & ACNEL.

Summer 1971

As we left our old friends Lum and Abner, alias Chet Lauck and Norris
Goff, last time they had just gotten word that they were going to Chicago to
audition their still-new comedy act for the National Broadcasting Company.
Although part of the story is still a bit hazy, it seems that the best NBC could
offer them was a sustaining (no sponsorship) program, and the two boys from
Mena were savvy enough to know that was shaky ground for any radio actor.
Instead, using Goff’s wholesale grocery contacts, they managed to get an
audition at the Quaker Oats Co. in Chicago, and in a rare 1966 appearance
before the Pacific Pioneer Broadcasters, Lauck & Goff told the story of how
the audition was pulled off:

GOFF: We auditioned for Quaker Oats in their office. They were having
a board of direciors meeting... So we went over there to this board of direc-
tors room. And all these old gray-haired men were sitting there in these
tremendous big chairs. We told them, “We don’t need a mike, we’ll put the
show on right here.” So we asked them to turn their backs to us. I never will
Jorget all these old men getting up and lifting these heavy chairs and turning
them around, when all that was necessary was for Chet and me to spin around
and turn our backs to them! But they bought the show that day, and we had
a week to go home and then come back and start to work.

As you can imagine, this success caused quite a stir back in the old home
town. On July 23, 1931, The Mena Star reported:

“CHET” AND “TUFFY” VISIT HOMEFOLKS

Under Contract With Quaker Oats as “Lum & Abner,” Will Return to
Chicago Wednesday

“Lum & Abner” came back to the old home town Monday but Mena’s two
maost famous citizens, for that’s what they are at present, didn’t get io remain
long enough to receive all the congratulations that are being heaped upon
them from every direction. They left Wednesday for Chicago to begin the big
event of their young lives — broadcasting over the NBC under contract for the
Quaker Oats company.

“Chet” Lauck and his partner “Tuffy” Goff didn’t look or act a bit differ-
ently than usual when they walked on Mena street Monday. But there was a
difference, for at nearly every step they were stopped and congratulated for
their success in landing a contract on the big time radio circuit, with its
promises of future honors. They also had a lot of explaining to do, for their
many Mena friends were curious to know just how this wonderful thing has
come about.

“Lum & Abner” were patient and considerate and they answered all who
questioned in the same old smiling way. They also arranged to appear at the

Lum & Abner look properly awed by the NBC
microphone in this early publicity shot.
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Tuesday luncheon of the Mena Lions club, which will be their
last for at least two weeks.

Wednesday they departed for Chicago, where starting on
Monday, July 27, “Lum & Abner” take the air again. They have
contracted to give two performances daily for iwo weeks over the
Red and Blue chains of the National Broadcasting company.
One performance is at 6:15 a.m., the other at 7:15 a.m. They will
broadcast from the NBC studio on the nineteenth floor of the
great Merchandise Mart in Chicago, the largest building in the
world.

“Fum & Abner” will take the place on the Quaker Oats pro-
gram that has been supplied by Gene and Glenn, “Jake & Lena,”
the high priced radio stars, who will be off on vacation. At the
conclusion  of
this engagement
they expect to

" Tha Mercheandise Mart, Chicago

start  another
covering the fol-

lowing 26
weeks.
The Mena

GOFF: Now, Quaker Qats didn’t tell the advertising agency
about this at all. So, we went back to Mena, and Lord & Thomas
started calling. Leo Rosenberg, he didn’t know what we did,
Quaker Oats didn’t know what we did, and WE didn’t know what
we did! And they wanted us to get in there a day early, so they
could find out what the show was. So we reported in to Lord &
Thomas the day before we were to go on the air, and they sent us
to a fellow named Henry Sellinger. And Henry tried to find out

from us what we were going to do. And like I said, we couldn’t

tell him, we honesily didn’t know. So, he said “Well, let us read
some of your scripts.”

LAUCK: That’s where he had us, right there.

GOFF: Not only didn’t we have any, we didn’t know what he
was talking
about! Believe
me, I'd never
heard the word
in my life. And
he  tried 1o
explain to us
that you had to

entertainers are
under the man-
agement of Bill
Hay of NBC,
who is also the
manager of the
famed “Amos &
Andy,” and who
has had no
other feam in
his charge until
he selected the
pair of lads from
Arkansas.

Friends of “Chet” and “Tuffy” see nothing but promise of
future greatness for them, because of the attention they have
received from Manager Hay, and from the fact that they were
able to land a contract after only two weeks, when others have
vainly tried for months.

Mrs. Lauck and Mrs. Goff accompanied their husbands on the
trip to Chicago. The party motored home, reaching Hot Springs
Sunday night. “Lum & Abner” visited the studio of KTHS, where
they first began broadcasting. They made a brief appearance at
the “mike” at the invitation of Manager Aroux and spoke
briefly to their unseen audience. Relatives and friends met them
at Hot Springs and accompanied the young folks back to Mena.

In order to get ready for the formal appearance next Monday
“Lum & Abner” have to get back to Chicago this week. After the
close of their two weeks’ engagement they plan to return home
for two weeks and prepare of the longer engagement Lo follow.

Now, unknown to the folks in Mena, getting ready to go on a
national hookup was more complicated than driving over to Hot
Springs and ad-libbing over KTHS. In their 1966 appearance,
the pair told about the surprises that awaited them back in
Chicago:
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write this thing
down because
NBC had 1o
clear it before
vyou went on the
air. So we said,
“We’ll write it,
it won't take us
any time at all.”
So he bundled
us up, doesn’t
know what to
think about it...
He doesn’t know what he’s got, and he’s looking at us, knowing
we're too stupid to go on the air. But he’s stuck with us because
the sponsor has purchased the act. So here comes the typewriter,
paper, carbon, all this... Henry stayed with us until late that
evening. Finally, bless his hear!, he just went home. Now we're
going on the next morning, we're going on the Blue Network at
7-00 and the Red Network at 8:00. And here it is the night before
and we don’t have a word.

Well, we finally got some stuff down on paper. We didn’t have
a stopwatch, we’d never heard of one. We got a pocket watch,
and started reading. And one time it runs eight minutes, we read
it again, and it reads 14 minutes, and 11 minutes... It never did
come out the same! So we decided, finally, about daylight that
the best approach was to take these typewritten sheets and put
them in front of us. So the next morning, about 6:00, we took our
little bunch of sheets of typerwitten paper that didn’t have any-
thing on them, and we went down Wacker Drive to the
Merchandise Mart. '

Now, they had said we were on at 7:00, so we figured we’d get
in there at two minutes before 7:00, we've got it made. So we're
enjoying the beauties of the Chicago River and Wacker Drive,
strolling along. And we walk in the Mart, and I've never seen
such a busy place, people running over us, we get on the eleva-

e —————



tor, and people are all in a big steam about something. We don't
know what’s going on. We get off on the 19th floor and they’re
shoving us aside, they're running this way and that. So we walk
up to the desk and we ask them where Lum and Abner are sup-
posed to be, and said that we were Lum and Abner. Well, this
holler went up... All these people who were running around were
looking for us!

Well, we were there at five minutes to seven, we didn't know yet
what Henry was so mad about. And we didn't know about mike
levels and all this stuff, so we got there in time to go on the air.
And Chet’s watching the clock... and he reaches over a grabs a
page, I grab a page, and we turn together, came out right on the
head. And poor Henry, his eyes opened up for the first time. We
go down to breakfast and he’s telling us was a terrific job it is,

then we come back to do our 8:00 show. Well, Chet started off

on another subject. We've got the same script... since Henry car-
ried it, he knows it’s the same script... but we’re not doing the
same show! And that’s when he found out we’d ad-libbed the
whole thing.

As has been stated elsewhere, the initial NBC version of Lum
and Abner was a temporary summer replacement for another
comedy show, Gene and Glenn. For some reason, apparently
Mena was somewhat outside the reception area of any NBC affil-
iate, as The Mena Star had to depend upon reports from other
parts of the country to find out how the pair was doing. On
August 6, the paper reported:

“LUM & ABNER” PLEASE IEARERS

While Home Folks Have Difficulty in Getting Them Word
Comes From Others That They Are Good

Even though homefolks have difficulty in getting to hear “Lum
& Abner,” former Mena residents in other places have the plea-
sure of hearing the home town radio artists.

Mrs. Edmonia Decker of Chicago, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. G.
W, Peity, is in this class. In a leiter to her mother, Mrs. Decker
tells of hearing “Lum & Abner” in the early performances and
says:

“We missed them the first morning but heard them yesterday
and this morning. The boys are really wonderful and I think so
natural. It makes one think they are sitting by the old stove back
there in the store, listening to some of the farmers talk. I believe
the boys with the right guidance will certainly go far and they
have the right man back of them in Bill Hay. Both of the boys are
great; most of these rural sketches are so exaggerated and over-
done that I don’t really enjoy them, but Lum & Abner are so nat-
ural they are perfect.”

Mrs. Decker’s letter also reveals that “Chet” and “Tuffy” are
not idling their fime away in the big city. A dinner engagement
at the Decker home had to be postponed because the young
entertainers were working hard to make changes in their sketch-
es and prepare future programs. As Mrs. Decker tells it, “they
will be working all day and most of the night with some man at
the NBC studio.”

The young Lauck & Goff ponder their future in
radio in this very early publicity shot.

The praise from Mrs. Decker is valued because prior to her
marriage she had considerable stage experience and also did
chautaugqua work, and knows histrionic ability in the young
artists. .

Mrs. Bert Ravenscraft quotes from a letter from her sister liv-

ing in Davis, W. Va., the following: “Am pleased to tell you we

heard Lum and Abner this morning. They are on from 8 to 8:15
a.m. and they are fine. We get them over WIAM, Cleveland. . 1
am glad Bill Hay is to announce for them. We all like him so
much. Shall listen in each morning as Cleveland is one of our
best stations.”

B. S. Petefish received a letter from his sister, Miss Emma
Evers, Pitisburgh, Pa., who hears the Quaker program over
WCAE, Pittsburgh. She says, “They are very good. We expect to
hear them every morning the next two weeks.”

Yes, Gene and Glenn were only taking a two-week vacation,
and after the broadcast of August 7, Lum and Abner was off the
air again. Seeing no reason to hang around Chicago, Lauck and
Golff returned to Mena for a visit, as recorded by the Star on
August 13:

“LUM & ABNER” ARE WITH HOME FOLKS

Famed Radio Pair Will Rest Two Weeks and Then Return
to Chicago for Engagement

“Lum & Abner,” the famed radio pair that call Mena home,
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are back in the highlands again. “Chet” Lauck and “Tuffy”
Goff. as the home folks know them best, arrived Sunday evening
from Hot Springs where they were met by Mrs. Lauck and Mrs.
Goff. The voung entertainers are home for a two weeks rest.

On Monday the 24th, “Lum & Abner™ go back to Chicago
where they will resume broadcasting their popular entertainment
over the NBC network. The length of their engagement depends
upon the time required to make arrangements for a personal tour
of Southern stations. They expect to be in Chicago from three to
five weeks before starting the trip through Dixie for the Quaker
Qats company.

The Mena entertainers have just concluded a most successful
1wo weeks engagement for the big cereal makers. They appeared
twice daily over the Red and Blue chains of the National
Broadeasting company for the Quaker company while “Jake &
Lena” were on vacations. As “Quaker Early Birds” the Mena
boys made a hit with a wide circle of radio fans, judging from the
notices received.

The next engagement will be with the NBC in order that the
Quaker company can make arrangements for a special southern
tour for “Lum & Abner.”

Both “Chet” and “Tuffy” are in good shape to renew their
entertainment before the mike. Yet they are mighty, mighty glad
fo get back home and hear familiar voices again.

In telling about their experiences in Chicago, “Lum”
explained Monday that this business of being a radio entertainer
is not a soft snap. “Don’t take it up just for the fun you get out
of it,” is the way “Chet” Lauck told it. From what he says about
rising at 5 a.m. in order to get to the NBC studio at 6, and make
the two appearances of the “Quaker Early Birds” required each
day, it is hard.

During their stay of the past two weeks in the Windy City,
“Lum & Abner” managed to see just one ball game. That’s part
of the proof they offer that they were kept busy. After making the
two morning appearances before the mike, business matters
required their attention most of the rest of the day, and it was
generally at night that they had time to write their script for the
next performance. They had but little time for social matiers,
both “Chet” and “Tuffy™ agree.

The Mena boys have become acquainted with daylight saving
time which is in vogue in Chicago and they also know something
about Lake Michigan. Their rooms in the Medinah Athletic club,
one of the most elaborate in
the country, overlooks the big

BOOST FOR “LUM & ABNER” COMES FROM
MICHIGAN

Up at Benton Harbor, Mich., where the former Mena family of
Buadis live, they enjoy hearing “Lum & Abner.” Arnold Badt, in
a letter to County Clerk M. M. Martin, pays a compliment to the
Mena radio stars in these words: “‘We listen every morning to
Chester & Norris in ‘Lum & Abner.” These boys are unusually
clever and make a great hit. Sure sorry they can't be heard in
Polk county. We get an added thrill when we hear familiar voic-
es of people and descriptions of rural locations in and about
Mena. [ talked to the boys by phone and hope they drop over to
see us as they promised.”

Finally it was time for the two celebrities to return to Chicago
to take up where they left off. We must use our imaginations now
to be able to comprehend the event that took place just before
their departure. Listen to The Mena Star on August 20, 1931:

BIGGEST DANCE T0 “LUM & ABNER”

More Than One Hundred Gathered at Elks Home for
Farewell Affair - Radio Artists to Chicago

Mena’s younger social set, and many of the elders too, showed
their admiration and esteem for “Lum & Abner” Tuesday night
by turning out the biggest crowd of the season for the dance
arranged in honor of the young radio enteriainers. There were
more than 100 gathered in the parlors of the Elks home to enjoy
the “Lum & Abner” dancing program, and there was a variety of
entertainment that revealed better than words the admiration the
home folks have for the two young imen. -

Chester H. Lauck, the “Lum” of the entertaining pair, and his
partner Norris “Abner” Goff, with their wives and also their
parents were the honored guests of the evening. Many of those
who gathered at the lodge home did not dance, but came solely
to say goodby and good luck to the ambitious young men who are
making their way in the world via the radio. It was a farewell in
a sense, for “Lum & Abrer, » with Mrs. Lauck and baby daugh-

ter, and Mrs. Goff left

: Eiks Home, Mena, Ark.
body of water. e e

While at home “Lum &
Abner” are going to relax
and take things easy. They
hope to let others do most of
the talking.

In the same August 13
issue, there was a briefer
news item:
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Wednesday for Hot Springs,
from which point they go on
to Chicago. On Monday,
August 24, “Lum & Abner”
go on the air again for the
NBC, and for several weeks
will broadcast from Chicago,
before starting on a personal
tour of Southern stations in
the interests of the Quaker
Oats company.

The evening's program had
to be lengthened an hour in




order that the forty dancing couples present have a full measure
of entertainment. The peppy “Crusaders,” the seven piece
orchestra which furnished the music, consented o play the over-
time after the happy crowd asked for an extension.

An added feature of the evening’s entertainment was the
appearance of fellow radio performers. They were Monte and
Bill Rockman of Heavener, who have been singing for some years
over WOAI at San Antonio. They are now at home on vacation,
and with their brother, Joe Rockman and Jim Thornton Jr., have
organized the Southern Harmony Four. The quartet to show
their appreciation of fellow entertainers came to Mena Tuesday
and were invited to sing. Their melody was so pleasing that the
crowd made repeated calls for the quartet, and at intervals dur-
ing the evening dancing was forgotten.

Another expression of appreciation came from Oscar Alford of
the Mena Cafe. During the intermission, just before midnight,
the cafe arranged to serve Quaker Oats and cream free to all the
dancers. Judging from the greeting given the announcement and
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% I Sometimes it seems that the
% comedy team of Gene and Glenn

would be all but forgotten today,
if not for the fact that Lum and
Abner had its network debut as a
two-week replacement for the
show. Actually, at the time this
historic event took place, Gene
and Glenn itself was less than a
year old. According to radio his-
torian  John Dunning, Gene
Carroll and Glenn Rowell were
first heard over NBC on
September 29, 1930. Their show,
as well as the initial L&A broad-
casts, was known as The Quaker
Early Birds Program.

All reports make it sound as if
Gene Carroll were the true star of the show. While at WLS in
= Chicago he had discovered his ability to impersonate a female
voice, which he named “Lena.” To go along with this charac-
ter he invented another voice known as “Jake,” and once the
Gene and Glenn program took to the air the format was set:
iThe two G’s were residents of a boarding house owned by
Lena, where Jake was the handyman. Dunning reports that
Gene and Glenn used a little audio trick that even Lum &
Abner did not employ: They would prerecord lines in their
various character voices and then play back those recordings
on the show as they responded to them with other voices... giv-
ing the sound of many more performers than there actually
were!
= After the end of 1932, Gene and Glenn popped up irrecular-
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WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT
GENE AND GCLENN?

the thanks voiced by those who partook of the food, Quaker Oats
is going to be a popular dish among those who dance.

A couple of local events that had only “fringe” bearings on the
L&A story were the August 24 reopening of Mena’s Lyric
Theatre, which had been closed for three weeks to allow the
installation of “New Sound Equipment.” On September 3, in a
tiny paragraph the Star reported the passing of Luke Spears (yes,
he was a real person), a young man of 20 who “died after a long
fight for life.” He may have been dead in real life, but his radio
counterpart in Pine Ridge would live on for many more years, to
become one of the most consistent characters on the show.

In our next installment we will see what happened to “those
two lovable old characters from the hill country” next, and how
they left Chicago to hit the road for the South, as the newspapers
had hinted. Ya’ll come back now, y’hear?

- Tim Hollis

i

ly in other network time slots until 1941. Carroll continued
employing his Lena voice, for a while using it as a maid on
Fibber McGee and Molily. Once radio was replaced by TV in
the late 1940s, both Gene and Glenn made it big all over again
as local children’s TV personalities in Cleveland and
Cincinnati, Ohio. Gene Carroll became “Uncle Jake,” hosting
a talent show for kids, while Rowell also carried on the radio

iR R R e R R R

format, after a fashion, with Captain Glenn’s Roarding House. %j
Rowell died in 1965, with Carroll following in 1972. %i
(For more information about Gene and Glenn’s career in L[gg
kids” TV, consult the new book by NLAS Executive Secretary %
Tim Hollis, Hi There, Boys and Girls! America’s Local %
Children’s TV Programs, due out this fall from the University %1
Press of Mississippi.) %
%.
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Gene Carroll as host of “Uncle Jake’s House” z%i

on WEWS, Channel 5, in Cleveland, OH. %{
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Load Up The Younguns an’ Head Fer
TUE 2001 NLA:

JUNE 15-16. 2001

Lime Tree Inn, Menaq, Ark.

Well, that time is almost here! Of course you know that this year’s convention is celebrating the 70th anniver-
sary of the Lum and Abner program, and it should be fairly obvious that if the program is going to be preserved
for the next 70 years, we are going to have the educate the younger generations about it. If any of you have ever
thought of bringing your grandchildren or your Baby Boomer-era family members, this is the year that will lit-
erally have something for everyone!

On the next page, you will see individual writeups on each of our four guests, all of whose work will be famil-
iar to various age groups. If you remember old-time radio, they were there. If you are from the television era,
they were all legends in that medium. Are you an animated cartoon buff? You’ll never see four more talented
voice performers in one room! It’s time to load up everyone and haul them into Mena!

Another anniversary taking place this year involves the ill-fated Lum and Abner TV pilot that was prepared in
1961. To date, no one has been able to view the finished film of this project, but one of its cast members, Sam
Edwards, did save his original shooting script. As the grand finale to the whole convention on Saturday evening,
this talented troupe of troupers will recreate the 1961 pilot (in radio style). The original pilot was produced by
Four Star Television, and Uncle Donnie Pitchford points out that our recreation of it will feature four stars! (We
won't discuss the alleged talent of the other NLAS performers, who are definitely going to be out of their league
this year...)

Each convention program will highlight the career of one of our guests. The first program will be at 5 p.m. on
Friday, June 15. The next program will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, the third at 2 p.m., and the big finish for
the weekend will be at 7 p.m. Because of the complicated logistics of putting on this year’s schedule, the doors
to the meeting room will remain locked until 30 minutes before the scheduled time.

If you have not made your reservations at the Lime Tree Inn yet, you orta! There do not seem to be any other
big events going on in Mena that weekend to cause a shortage of rooms, but don’t take chances. Call (501) 394-
6350 now and reserve your room! (If the Lime Tree does happen to fill up, they can direct you to the nearest
other motels, the Sun Country Inn and the Harvey House.)

Now, just mosey on over to page 11 and see who’s coming! I grannies, this here is gonna be one fer the record
books fer shore! Don’t YOU miss out on the opportunity to see it as it happens!
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VELY SPECIAL GUESITS:
SAM EDWARDS

For the past 60 years, Mr. Edwards has been one of the busiest character actors in Hollywood, per-
forming in radio, movies, television, animated cartoons, and records! Radio fans know him best as
“Dexter,” the boyfriend of the title character in Meet Corliss Archer. Movie buffs are familiar with
his work in Operation Pacific with John Wayne, the Captain Midnight serial, and a long line of other
film roles. He was seen in hundreds of TV series, including Dragnet (both the 1950s and 1960s ver-
sions), The Andy Griffith Show, and Little House on the Prairie. (In 1961 he was even cast in the ill-
fated Lum and Abner TV pilot that never made it onto the air.) He was one of two actors who pro-
vided the voice of Thumper the rabbit in Walt Disney’s 1942 animated feature Bambi (Edwards was
the adult version of the bunny), and his work for the studio continued with a long series of albums on
; 7Y the Disneyland Records label, in which he was the voice of many cartoon stars, including Owl and
SAM EDWARDS Tigger of the “Winnie-the-Pooh™ stories, and the Tin Woodman and Cowardly Lion of “Oz” fame.

o

RHODA WILLIAMS

Ms. Williams’ radio career goes back to 1935, when she made her airwaves debut in Los Angeles.
Her big broadcasting break came when, from 1949 to 1954, she played oldest daughter Betty in the
radio version of Father Knows Best, starring Robert Young, and written for a number of those years
by ex-L&A writer Roz Rogers. Many movie roles went along with her radio performances, includ-
ing a part in National Velvet, but her most famous movie performance was also as a voice only: she
was “Drizella,” one of the two wicked stepsisters in Disney’s Cinderella (1950). She has continued
her work as a vocal specialist; her credits even include the voices of assorted aliens in the features
Star Trek IV and Star Trek V. On television, she made countless appearances on such classic series
as fronside, Dragnet, General Hospital, and one memorable episode of The Twilight Zone, in which | -
once again she was only heard (as the voice of a little girl who was lost in the fourth dimension!). [ === e
“Versatile” is hardly an adequate word to describe this marvelous actress! RHODA WILLIAMS

ROBIE LESTER

Anyone who has read the credits of animated cartoons or the labels of children’s records since the
early 1960s has heard this name: Like the two guests above, a large portion of her vocal performing
career was spent with the Walt Disney Studios, for which she was the “Disneyland Story Reader” on
dozens of book-and-record sets. While her narrating voice was beautiful in itself, she also demon-
strated an amazing knack for character voices, many times playing all the roles in one story by her-
self. During the late 1960s and early 1970s, she was teamed with Sam Edwards (see above) in
Disneyland Records’ full-length albums, where she essayed the roles of Piglet and Roo in the
“Winnie-the-Pooh” series, and many varied roles in the company’s other productions. In 1970 she
was cast in the holiday special Santa Claus Is Comin’ To Town, as schoolteacher Miss Jessica, who
ends up becoming Mrs. Santa Claus. (Mickey Rooney was heard as the voice of her future husband.)
Ms. Lester is also a writer, and will be bringing with her a touching story about Christmas (obvious-

ROBIE LESTER ly one of her favorite topics), Heaven'’s Gift, which will be available at our sale table.

DICK BEALS

Mention Dick Beals’ name, and the connection that immediately springs to mind is “Speedy Alka-
Seltzer.” Yes, although his radio and television credits are lengthy, Mr. Beals will forever be remem-
bered for voicing the pill-hatted little sprite in dozens of commercials from the early 1950s right up
through the 1970s. He began his carecer at WXYZ Radio in Detroit, where he played children on
many episodes of The Lone Ranger, The Green Hornet, and Sgt. Preston of the Yukon. Migrating to
Hollywood in 1949, he soon found work as not only Speedy (thanks to fellow Michigan native and
former Lum and Abner producer Forrest Owen), but also as other animated cartoon characters. He
and Robie Lester (see above) were often a team; between the two of them they were Donald Duck’s
three nephews, and appeared in the 1963 cartoon series The Funny Company. His inimitable voice
also turned up in numerous productions for the Hanna-Barbera Studios. Complete details about
Beals” work can be found in his book Think Big, which the 4’6" actor will have on hand at the

Convention’s annual sale table. DICK BEALS
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