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New Volume of
The Lum & Abners Seripits
Now Awvailable!

(Someone’s in the Kitchen with Luonl)

As wpsual for this month, we have a brand-new volume
available in our ongoing series reprinting the Lum and
Abmer scripts of the 1930s. The new volume is APRIL
I1937: SOMEONE’S IN THE KITCHEN WITH LUM.

You just wouldn’t believe the trouble our old friends
wom Pine Ridge can get into while trying to start up
Beir own diner in an old railroad car that Abner has pur-
chased. First they have to outwit Squire Skimp, who
s ants to turn their respectable establishment into a posh

mishiclub, and then they are faced with the lack of culi- |

pary talent possessed by head chef Lum. Finally a
sranger arrives in town to save the day, but his motives
jor doing so are not crystal clear.

Copies of APRIL 1937: SOMEONE’S IN THE
LITCHEN WITH LUM are $5.00, as usual. We have a
smuted number of copies of the previous volume,
MARCH 1937: MONEY TO BURN, and even fewer
opies of the volume before that one, FEBRUARY
1937 EARLY TO BID, but while supplies last these are
5o $5.00 each.

Send orders to the Executive Secretary at 81 Sharom
8ivd.. Dora, AL 35062.
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~ VISIT

The Jot ‘Em Down Store & l

Lum & Abnere Museum

Located on Highway 88
(the “Lum & Abner Highway”)

PINE RIDGE, ARKANSAS

For further information, contact
LON & KATHY STUCKER
P.O. BOX 38
PINE RIDGE, AR 71966
(870) 326-4442

THE SEVEN

Lomn aund Abner:
MOVIES

are available on video!

Dreaming Out Lowud * The Bashful Bachelor
Two Weeks o Live = So This Is Washington
Goin” To Town * Partners In Time
Lum & Abner Abroad

29.95 each

Order from
Lum & Abner Associates
135 Circle Drive
Hot Springs, AR 71901




The Jot ‘Em Down Journal,
Volume 17, Number 4 (Whole f
Number 100), February 2001. 8
Published bi-monthly by the
National Lum and Abner Society.
Membership, including a subscrip-
tion to the Journal, is $15.00 per
year. Send editorial and subscrip-
tion correspondence to the
Executive Secretary, Tim Hollis,
#81 Sharon Boulevard, Dora, AL
35062.
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The Jot ‘Em Down Journal Makes #100 .... 4

A look back at the 99 issues that have come before this one
Lum & Abner in the News ......eeeeeeeeeeennene 11

Reprinting a reprint from the Journal’s very first issue

PRESIDENT
Donnie Pitchford

VICE-PRESIDENT
Sam Brown

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Tim Hollis
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Cover: 99 of the 100 issues of The
Jot ‘Em Down Journal that have
been published since August 1984.
Do you have them all?!

LUM AND ABNER is a registered
trademark. Used by permission of
Chester Lauck, Jr.

——

We promised that by the time this issue came out
we would try to give you an update on this year’s
convention. We will not reveal any guests’ identi-
ties until April, but we can now tell you that the
convention will be held as usual at the Lime Tree
Inn in Mena on
JUNE 15 & 16, 2001

This is a week earlier than usual, so mark your cal-
endars. We will be celebrating L&A’s 70th
anniversary in grand style, and a highlight will be
the performance of a long-lost L&A script that has
never, ever been presented to the public. Be there,
won’tcha?
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Amazingly for a publication no one thought would last, this is the 100th issue of The Jor ‘Em Down Journal to be published since
August 1984. To commemorate the occasion, we herewith have compiled the contents of the previous 99 issues; information about
ordering these back issues will be found on page 12. Check this list carefully and see if there are any issues you need for your own

collection!

AUGUST 1984 (#1): The very first issue of
the Journal was the only one of the 100 issues
to date that was not professionally printed. It
was simply duplicated on a photocopier as new
members were enrolled. The very first feature
the readers encountered was “Howdy
Everbody,” a continuing script detailing the
adventures of the bumbling NLAS Ossifers.
More in line with the Journal’s main emphasis
was “Lum & Abner: Their Ancestors and
Descendants,” part one of a (wo-part series
examining the long tradition of rural humor.
“A Quick Look Back™ brought members up to
speed on the basic history of the L&A program
in an article that has since proven to be full of
inaccuracies. “Lum & Abner in the News”
made its debut by reprinting an historic
October 7, 1947, article from Newsweek (print-
ed again on page 11 of this issue, for those of
you who weren’t with us in 1984). The final
feature was “Lum & Abner Want You,” in
which we put out a call for members to submit
their own articles for the Journal. Over the 16
years since, less than a half dozen people ever
responded!

OCTOBER 1984 (#2): The first commer-
cially-printed issue was done on yellow paper.
“Howdy Everbody” featured Uncle Donnie
and Singin’ Sam reading NLAS fan mail. “The
Pine Ridge Story.” by Lon & Kathy Stucker of
the L&A Museum, gave the first overview as
to how the Dick Huddleston Store was pre-
served for future generations. Part two of
“Lum & Abner: Their Ancestors &
Descendants™ covered the rural TV sitcoms
that may or may not have drawn inspiration
from L&A. “Lum & Abner in the News” fea-
tured an article from the January 1939 issuc of
Hygeia, now known as Today's Health. “The
Secretary’s Desk” contained the good news
that membership was approaching the 100
mark, and the bad news that the NLAS was in
serious financial trouble (with a membership
of nearly 600 now, the financial problems still
persist to some extent).

DECEMBER 1984 (#3): In “Howdy
Everbody,” Uncle Donnie and Singin’® Sam
made a mess out of their annual chore of deco-
rating the NLAS Christmas tree. “It’s a Lum &
Abner Christmas” was the first attempt to
reconstruct the story behind the famous L&A
holiday show. The same show was the subject
of “Lum & Abner in the News,” with a March
28, 1936 Radic Guide story titled “The Strange
Prophecy of Lum & Abner.” “A Christmas
Present for Pine Ridge” was the announcement
that the Dick Huddleston Store had been
approved for the National Register of Historic
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Places. “The
Secretary’s Desk™
announced that mem-
bership was up to 138,
and announced some
of the earliest plans for
the first annual con-
vention. There was a
short transcription of
an interview with Chet
Lauck concerning the
origin of the Christmas
show, and the Journal’s first obituary: Ora
Garrett, the Pine Ridge barber who claimed to
have been the model for Mose Moots, had died
on November 5.

FEBRUARY 1985 (#4): This issue debuted
the Journal masthead, created by artist-in-resi-
dence Uncle Donnie, which is still in use today.
The series “Lum & Abner in Hollywood”
kicked off with a discussion of Dreaming Out
Loud in three chapters: (1) How the radio
audience was prepared for the movie; (2) A
synopsis of the plot; (3) A brief review of the
film as it compares to the radio series. “The
Secretary’s Desk” had membership approach-
ing 200, and announced that longtime L&A
writer Roz Rogers was confirmed as the guest
for the first NLAS Convention in June. There
was also a list of Mena/MLt. Ida motels for
those who wished to begin making reserva-
tions.

APRIL 1985 (#5): A convention update
added the amazing news that Clarence “Ben
Withers” Hartzell would be joining Roz
Rogers as a second guest. Part two of “Lum &
Abner in Hollywood” covered The Bashful
“Lum & Abner in the News™
returned with L&A being awarded the weekly
“Medal of Merit” by Radio Guide on
December 4, 1937. A new feature, “Memories
of Lum & Abner.” presenied firsthand anec-
dotes from individuals personally associated
with L&A, in this case radio show producess
Bob Dwyer and Forresti Owen “The
Secretary’s Desk™ announced that [ anry Telles
of California became member 200 on
February 5, 1985. Two pew columms were
“Mousey’s Comer,” presentines somme of Mo
Gray’s poetics efforts. and “Back m the Feed
Room,” by then-publicity director Rex Riffle,
which started out as a sort of L&A version of
Trivial Pursuit. The biz ncws was that, at long
last, the NLAS Tape Librasy was open for busi-
ness, although at this ime it omnly contained
L&A episodes up to 1942

JUNE 1985 (#6): ~Meet the Ossifers” pre-
pared members for what the NLAS officials

AL ENENE

Bachelor.
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The “Lum & Abner in Hollywood” series ran Jrom February

1985 to June 1986.

were going to be like when they met them at
the upcoming convention. “Meet the Folks in
Pine Ridge™ was more important, as it gave a
quick overview of the real Pine Ridge citizens
who were pictured as the radio characters on
Dick Huddleston’s postcards. “What to See in
the Pine Ridge Area™” gave conventioneers an
armchair tour of the greater Mena metroplex.
“Lum & Abner in the News™ continued the
Pine Ridge theme with a 1979 article about the
L&A Museum from the Montgomery County
News. Also featured was “Dear Tuffy,” Chet
Lauck’s touching eulogy for his partner, and
new installments of “Back in the Feed Room”
and “Mousey’s Corner.”

AUGUST 1985 (#7): At 16 pages instead of
the normal 12, there was a lot packed into this
issue. “Howdy Everbody” depicted Uncle
Donnie and Singin’ Sam having trouble with
the press as they tried to print this issue.
“Pitchford’s Prittle Prattle” gave Prez Uncle
Donnie a genuine chance to thank everyone
who helped make the first convention a suc-
cess. “Reading the Signs™ was Roz Rogers’
own humorous antobiographical sketch, writ-
ten especially for the Jowrnal. “The
Uncollected Works of Roswell Rogers” was
the famed homorist’s annotated list of his
radio. TV. and motion picture credits. “Pine
Ridge Will Never Be the Same” was Singin’
Sam Brown'’s report on that first unbelievable
convention weekend. Part three of “Lum &
Abner in Hollywood” covered Two Weeks to
Live. “Memories of Lum & Abner” presented
some of the anecdotes related by Roz Rogers
during the convention. There was also an obit-
vary for L&A’s first network announcer,
Charles Lyon, who passed away on May 11,
and “The Secretary’s Desk™ announced that
George Mixon of Texas was NLAS member
#300.

OCTOBER 1985 (#8): Since the previous
issue was devoted to convention guest Roz
Rogers, the October issue gave equal time to
his co-guest, Clarence Hartzell. “Fine: The
Many Careers of Clarence Harizell” gave an




overview of the radio veteran’s varied activi-
ties. Some of Clarence’s more personal stories
were presented in “Memories of Lum &
Abner,” and there were more installments of
“Mousey’s Corner” and “Back in the Feed
Room.” Part four of “Lum & Abner in
Hollywood” took on So This Is Washington. In
this issue, the pinback buttons with the NLAS
logo were first announced for $1.50 each.
They remain on sale today for the same price...
a bargain if there ever was one!

DECEMBER 1985 (#9): “Pine Ridge’s
Christmas Story” was Kathy Stucker’s more
historically correct rendition of what actually
transpired in the little community during the
1935 broadcast of L&A’s Christmas show. A
irregular Could Have
Happened,” began with the story of how Chet
Lauck and Harlan Hobbs tried to sell the L&A
Christmas story as a TV special. That same
Christmas story was the subject of “Lum &
Abner in the News,” in a special yuletide fea-
ture from Movie-Radio Guide on December
20, 1941. More holiday memories from Roz
Rogers and Clarence Hartzell made up
“Memories of Lum & Abner: Perfect Gifts.”
Part five of “Lum & Abner in Hollywood”
went to town with Gein’ to Town, and
“Mousey’s Corner” and “Back in the Feed
Room” occupied their usual spots.

FEBRUARY 1986 (#10): In “Howdy
Everbody.” during a chaotic meeting of disin-
terested NLAS Ossifers, Uncle Donnie
announced his impending marriage on June 7.
“Lum & Abner in Hollywood” continued this
romantic storyline with a look at Partners in
Time. “Kiver to Kiver” gave a synposis of the
original RKO pressbook for the movie.
Postmark buff Rex Riffle gave a brief discus-
sion of Arkansas towns with L&A-related
names in “Lum & Abner on the Map.”
“Mousey’s Corner” featured a 1940 Valentine’s
Day poem, and “Back in the Feed Room™ con-
tinued documenting trivia from the broadcasts.

APRIL 1986 (#11): For the first time, the
Journal was given over to a single topic, with
7 of the 12 pages devoted to commemorating
the 50th anniversary of the town of Waters
changing its name to Pine Ridge. Kathy
Stucker provided a most interesting an in-
depth history of the community, whose roots in
the Ouachita Mountains run much deeper than
a radio comedy series. “Pitchford’s Prittle
Prattle” returned with an official congratula-
tions from the NLAS to Pine Ridge on the
‘momentous occasion. Also included were dri-
ving directions to Pine Ridge for those coming
to the second convention in June.

JUNE 1986 (#12): “Howdy Everbody”
took place at Uncle Donnie’s wedding, where
the other three Ossifers succeeded in making a
nuisance of themselves. The seventh and final
installment of “Lum & Abner in Hollywood™
looked at that cinema stinker Lum & Abner
Abroad. *“It Could Have Happened” returned
with a look at some 1971 plans for a series of
L&A animated cartoons. “Lum & Abner in the
News” featured two 1935 articles from The
Chicago Daily News. “Mousey’s Corner”
reprinted a poem from the 1937 L&A almanac,
and “Back in the Feed Room” altered its trivia
format for another look at L&A town names
around the U.S.

AUGUST 1986 (#13):

new series, It

“The Country

Merchant” was a biography of real-life store-

keeper Dick Huddleston. Dick’s daughter
Ethel was the subject of “Memories of Lum &
Abner.” “Dick Huddleston On the Air” exam-
ined how the radio character compared with his
realistic counterpart. The 1986 convention
report was a short one, as was the convention
itself. There was a belated report on the events
in Pine Ridge on April 26 that officially com-
memorated the town’s 50th anniversary under
that name. “Lum & Abner in the News” pre-
sented the 1943 version of an article titled
“Lum & Abner as the Home Folks Know
Them,” which had undergone several revisions
since it was first written in Mena in the late
1930s. “Mousey’s Corner” reprinted a poem
from the 1936 Pine Ridge News, and there was
an obituary for frequent L&A supporting play-
er Lurene Tuttle, who died on May 28. “The
Secretary’s Desk™ updated everyone on Roz
Rogers’ recent heart bypass surgery, and print-
ed a humorous note that Roz himself composed
and mailed from the hospital.

Educational TV Network documentary “Lum
& Abner: Laughter Never Dies.” “Lum &
Abner in the News” reprinted an undated arti-
cle about Tuffy Goff’s home in Encino. “Lum
& Abner’s Lost Chapter” presented Roz
Rogers’ summaries of the “missing” L&A
episodes from February-April 1944 (which are
still missing to this day). “Mousey’s Corner”
featured another 1936 Pine Ridge News verse,
and the solution to the crossword puzzle from
the last issue was printed.

APRIL 1987 (#17): “Lum & Abner on
Television?” resumed with an overview of
Chet Lauck’s commercials for Conoco during
the late 1950s. “Kiver to Kiver Revisited” pre-
sented highlights of the RKO pressbook for
Two Weeks to Live. “Back in the Feed Room”
still carried Rex Riffle’s byline but was not
being written by him. “Ben Withers® Easter
Story” was a routine taken, surprisingly, from a
1947 L&A Christmas episode.

JUNE 1987 (#18): With this issue, the
Journal upgraded the
quality of paper it was

being printed on, to try
to improve photo
reproduction. Part four
of “Lum & Abner on
Television?” covered
Chet Lauck’s then-
controversial series of

“Lum & Abner on Television?” began in October 1986 and
ran through October 1988.

OCTOBER 1986 (#14): It was felt that
“Howdy Everbody” had worn out its welcome,
so in the final installment the Ossifers attempt
to have a meeting at Uncle Donnie’s house
over wife Aunt Laura’s objections. A new
series of articles began, “Lum & Abner on
Television?,” with a look at the obscure 15-
minute TV pilot the pair filmed in 1948.
“Memories of Lum & Abner” featured stories
from 1932-34 Pine Ridge String Band member
Joe Troyan. “Meet the Honorary Members™
gave briel biographical sketches of the
NLAS’s celebrity members of that time;
incredibly and sadly, of the 29 celebrities pro-
filed, only 10 are alive and with us today
(Gretchen Goff Dooling, Elizabeth Goff,
Louise Currie, Barbara Hale, Frances
Langford, Chet Lauck Jr., Forrest Owen, Lon
& Kathy Stucker, and Joe Troyan). “Pine
Ridge’s Ghost Story” was Kathy Stucker’s
retelling of an eerie local legend.

DECEMBER 1986 (#15): Most appropri-
ately for the season, “Lum & Abner’s
Christmas Story” was a short story adaptation
of the annual Yuletide broadcast. Part two of
“Lum & Abner on Television?” dealt with the
1949 TV pilot that co-starred Andy Devine,
ZaSu Pitts, and Opie Cates. “Happy Holidays
from Lum & Abner” summarized some of the
“other” Christmas-themed episodes done by
the pair. “The Secretary’s Desk™ welcomed
new Honorary Members Jerry Hausner, E. V.
Jarvis (L&A producer from 1938-40), and
Harry Ackerman (L&A producer from 1947-
50). Areprint of “Lum & Abner’s Cross Words
Puzzle” from the 1936 Pine Ridge News round-
ed out the issue.

FEBRUARY 1987 (#16): “Lum & Abner
on Television?” departed from its usual format
to review the December 30, 1986, Arkansas

political commercials
for his friend Bill
Fulbright. “Memories
of Lum & Abner” fea-
tured stories from character actor Jerry
Hausner and L&A organist Elsie Mae
Emerson. “Back in the Feed Room™ was still
going. “Mousey’s Corner” was devoted to a
poem Roz Rogers contributed to the 1986
NLAS convention. There were so many plans
for the 1987 meeting that just promoting it
occupied a page and a half.

AUGUST 1987 (#19): “Everybody’s
Friend” was the appropriately-titled biography
of 1987 Convention guest Jerry Hausner.
“Surprise, Surprise” was the report on the con-
vention itself, where a record number of unex-
pected events took place. “NLAS Spotlight™
was the earliest version of the feature now
known as “And Now...” This time it covered
L&A impersonators Kurt Jensen and Ed Frost.
“The Secretary’s Desk™ welcomed two new
Honorary Members, Elmore “Phinus Peabody™
Vincent and Parley Baer. In the place of “Back
in the Feed Room,” Rex Riffle attempted to
begin a new column, “The Party Line,” which
was to encourage L&A memories from the
members.

OCTOBER 1987 (#20): The quality of the
Journal’s paper stock was again upgraded to a
more glossy enamel finish. “Meet the
Ossifers” updated the June 1985 writeups. Part
five of “Lum & Abner on Television?” detailed
Norris Goff’s guest appearance on Gomer
Pyle, USMC on January 1, 1965. Rex Riffle
reverted to writing “Back in the Feed Room,”
with no mention made of “The Party Line.”
“Mousey’s Corner” also continued with a con-
tribution by member Kurt Jensen. “Lum &
Abner in the News" reprinted several classic
1938 L&A news items from The Mena Star.
The previous issue’s “NLAS Spotlight”
evolved into “And Now...” with news items
from Pine Ridge, Dallas, and Marion, IIL
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M=monies of Lum & Abner” was contributed
» Bobs Watson, and there was a short obitu-
&% for almosi-L&A-cast-member Archie
“spbell. who died on August 29.

DECEMBER 1987 (#21): “The Party
sme fmally got started, but without Rex
i50="s participation. Most of this issue was
i=wot=d 1o “A Pine Ridge Christmas Carol,” an
sr=mal short story written and illustrated
% LU'ncle Donnie. Part six of “Lum & Abner on
=l=wssion?” squeezed in a discussion of Norris
#0i= s appearance on The Andy Griffith Show.
Woemsey's Corner” had another poem con-
mes=d by a member, this time Duane Wilkie.
Sere was a rare Christmas drawing by Chet
_mmck dating from his pre-radio days in Mena,
= 2lso an obituary for O.W. Hatfield, founder
¥ Hesficld’s Famous Pine Ridge Sorghum.

FEBRUARY 1988 (#22): This issue led off
#o5 an obituary for L&A supporting player
does Cates. who passed away on November 6.
L special feature was Opie’s own biographical
sece “From Rags to Riches to Rags in One
~sse Laferime,” which he wrote for one of his
wmsheers in the 1960s. “Lum & Abner in the
vewms presented “But We Ain’t Got No
descmptions,” a humorous L&A dialogue from
we Ociober 20, 1934 issue of Radie Guide.
= sewven of “Lum & Abner on Television?”
=2l with the Chet Lauck-narrated 1968 docu-
mems=ry — Ihe Arkansas River.” For diversion,
mer= was an L&A word search game con-
mbesed by George Lillie.

APRIL 1988 (#23): The NLAS suffered a
=2 Blow when Clarence Hartzell passed away
mespectedly on March 5, The April issue was
=woe=d 1o his memory, with a complete reprint
£ e armicles “Fine: The Many Careers of
Saremce Hartzell” and “Memories of Lum &
iSmer™ from the October 1985 Journal. A new
wsialiment of “The Party Line” featured trib-
i== Tom Roz Rogers, Rex Riffle, Tim Hollis,
& Uncle Donnie Pitchford. As if Clarence’s
assins were not bad enough, there was also an
Sitmary for 1941-46 L&A radio show produc-
= Bob Dwyer, who passed away on January 8.
w==d all this sadness, a new humorous feature
uade s debut: “The Golden Era,” a comic
= by member Gary Stivers of Missouri.

JUNE 1988 (#24): Back to semi-normal,
%= 1588 Convention guests were announced:
Smore “Phinus Peabody” Vincent and the
=iu=m of Jerry Hausner. Part eight of “Lum &
omer on Television?” began covering the
=73 documentary Two Boys From Mena.
Homne in Arkansas” was a photo feature about
%= warmous houses (most still standing) in
=ach Lauck & Goff lived while in Mena.
smtmuing the theme, “Lum & Abner in the
=== featured some very rare 1928-29 Mena
ser amticles about the future stars. “And
i~ had datelines from Tennessee,
isbesna and California.

AUDGUST 1988 (#25): “Phinus Peabody:
== = Good Boy™ brought us all up to date on
= carcer of character actor Elmore Vincent.
== 19388 Convention report detailed all the
Swaties 1 Mena. Part nine of “Lum & Abner
= Television?” completed the discussion of
W Bows From Mena. “The Secretary’s Desk™
Eamoned two new Honorary Members, Cathy
e= Crosby and her mother Linda Hayes,
me=heey and wife of L&A announcer Lou

IMCTOBER 1988 (#26):
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With the

Presidential election in full swing, the Journal
presented “Let’s Lect Lum,” with what was
known at the time about the 1936 “Lum for
President” campaign (this was long before we
had access to the actual scripts from that peri-
od). “Lum & Abner in the News” featured
February 1938 articles documenting L&A’s
changing sponsorship from Horlick’s to
Postum. The concluding installment of “Lum
& Abner on Television?” summarized what
had been covered in the earlier chapters. “And
Now...” reported on the birth of Rex Riffle’s
daughter Emily and Uncle Donnie & Aunt
Laura’s wvisit to recently-widowed Auntie
Helen Hartzell. There was also another bit of
trivia for “Back in the Feed Room™ and a list of
the radio stations that were then carrying the
syndicated L&A programs.

DECEMBER 1988 (#27): As a special fea-
ture, most of this issue was occupied by “Lum
& Abmner’s Christmas Wish Book,” Uncle
Donnie Pitchford’s imaginative design for
what a Jot ‘Em Down Store Christmas catalog
might look like in 1988. There was also a
“Lum & Abner in the News™ reprint of a 1933
article from The Indianapolis Star, and “And
Now...” featured the birth of “Golden Era” car-
toonist Gary Stivers’ son Grant and more on
Kurt Jensen’s southern Illinois L&A promo-
tions.

FEBRUARY 1989 (#28): As the title sug-
gested, “Lum & Abner Meet Andy Griffith™
went into detail about the parallels between
these two landmark rural comedy series. A
new recurring feature began with “The Many
Faces of Lum & Abner,” collecting the ways
the characters’ physical depictions changed
from 1931 to 1975. Member Jack Callaway of
Tennessee devised a wickedly complex L&A
crossword puzzle, with a prize to be given for
the earliest correct solution.

APRIL 1989 (#29): The theme for this
issue was “The Music of Lum & Abner,” an in-
depth article about the varieus pieces that
became associated with the shew. Coinciding
with this was the release of a new NLAS cas-
sette by the same name, which is still available
for $4.00 from the Executive Secretary’s
office. “The Many Faces of Cedric Weehunt”
examined young Mr. Weehunt’s changing look
over the years. “The Party Line” returned with
some valuable information from member
Loren Cox of Kentucky. The previous issue’s
crossword puzzle was solved by teenagers
Janet & James McMurrin, who received an
original So This Is Washington lobby card for
their effort.

JUNE 1989 (#30): Because it was already
known that the next issue was going to be larg-
er than normal, this June 1989 issue was only 8
pages instead of 12. Contained within were
“The Many Faces of Grandpappy Spears,” an
“And Now...” report on an L&A program by
PBS affiliate WSIU in Carbondale, Ill., and the

announcement that the 1989 Convention guest
would be 1948-50 L&A announcer Wendell
Niles.

AUGUST 1989 (#31): At 18 pages, this
was the largest issue of the Journal ever pub-
lished. It commemorated the NLAS’s fifth
anniversary, but among the celebration was the
sad news of the passing of L&A associate Jim
Backus on July 3. “Wendell Niles Speaking™
was the profile of the distinguished

Convention guest, and he was also covered in
the traditional Convention report elsewhere in
the issue. A four-chapter article described how
the NLAS got started and some of the bumps it
encountered along the way.

OCTO -
BER 1989
(# 3 2)
Following the
success of the
Andy Griffith
article in
February, this
issue present-

ed “From
Dogpatch  to
Pine Ridge,”

comparing the
similarities
between  the
L&A series and Al Capp’s Li’l Abner comic
strip. “Jerry Hausner Remembers Jim Backus”
revealed some previously-undocumented L&A
stories from the two veteran actors. “The
Many Faces of Squire Skimp” proved that
crook had more than just the two; “The Party
Line” featured more memories from member
Loren Cox. “Back in the Feed Room™ was
now combined with “Mousey’s Corner” to pre-
sent an anonymously-submitted L&A poem.

DECEMBER 1989 (#33): Again departing
from the usual fermat in favor of a special hol-
iday feature, 7 of the issue’s 12 pages con-
tained “Lum & Abner and the Christmas Tree,”
Uncle Donnie’s comic-book-style rendition of
the 1953 L&A Christmas program. Filling out
the issue were “And Now..” and the latest
installment of Gary Stiver’s “Geolden Era”
comic strip.

FEBRUARY 1990 (#34): A new decade
began with a new series of articles: “Lum &
Abner and Their Sponsors.” Part one exam-
ined what little is known about the Quaker
Oats era (1931-32). “The Strange Voyage of
the Dreaming Out Loud” was a story worthy of
Robert Ripley, and concerned an original L&A
movie prop long thought stolen. “The Many
Faces of Mousey Gray” weren’t many, since
this character was rarely depicted visually.
Observing the 10th anniversary of the passing
of Chet Lauck, “Lum & Abner in the News”
reprinted some tributes that appeared in the
Montgomery County News in February 1980.
“The Secretary’s Desk™ announced the death
of Jeff Wade, whose ad
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agency handled the Miles
Laboratories/Alka-
Seltzer account during

the L&A days.
APRIL 1990 (#35):
Part two of “Lum &
4  Abner and Their

“Lum & Abner and Their Sponsors” featured a different gag
illustration for each of its installments.

Sponsors” covered their
success in the 1932-34
Ford Motor Ceo. days.



“The Many Faces of Dick Huddleston” gave
another look at that real-life/fictional dual per-
sonality. “Lum & Abner in the News” pub-
lished an undated, but circa 1933-34, article
entitled “Homely Wisdom.”

JUNE 1990 (#36): “Pitchford’s Prittle
Prattle” returned after a long absence, with
Uncle Donnie announcing Bobs Watson as the
guest for the 1990 Convention. Part three of
“Lum & Abner and Their Sponsors™ covered
the early years of their Horlick’s Malted Milk
sponsorship. It was really difficult to scrape up
“The Many Faces of Ben Withers,” but we did
it anyway.

AUGUST 1990 (#37): With this issue, the
Journal made its first tentative steps toward
being typeset rather than being produced on an
electric typewriter. The text was computer
generated, but on a dot matrix printer, so still
looked pretty crude. “Praise the Lord and Pass
the Handkerchiefs” was the life story of child
actor-turned-minister Bobs Watson, whose
Mena activities were covered in the 1990
Convention report. Part four of “Lum & Abner
and Their Sponsors” revolved around the
1936-38 Horlick’s period.

OCTOBER 1990 (#38): At long last, the
Journal was typeset through the wonders of the
Macintosh computer. “The Making of
Dreaming Out Loud, 19407 provided many,
many details that had come to light since the
subject was first covered in February 1985.
Part five of “Lum & Abner and Their
Sponsors™ dealt with the 1938-40 Postum
shows. Leftover Convention news was includ-
ed, and “And Now...” reported on Uncle
Donnic’s teaching of an L&A class at an
Elderhostel gathering in Mena. A new feature,
“Meet the Members,” was introduced by pro-
filing two NLAS stalwarts, Charles Thurman
of Kentucky and John Knuppel of Oklahoma,
both of whom are still active with us today.

DECEMBER 1990 (#39): For the first
time, the Journal reprinted an entire L&A
script, in this case their 1939 special broadcast
for Christinas seals (thought to be 1938 at that
time). “Lum & Abner in the News” reprinted
a September 10, 1938 article from Radio Guide
that implied Lauck & Goff wore makeup as all
of their different characters, not just L&A.
“Mousey’s Corner” returned with the com-
plete... and often unheard... lyrics to They Cut
Down the Old Pine Tree. Roz Rogers con-
tributed the holiday anecdote “A Gift From
Corny Stroube, or I Want an Elephant for
- Christmas.” “Meet the Members” spotlighted
L&A enthusiast George Lillie of Towa. “Back
in the Feed Room™ degenerated from its former
format into a collection of recycled gags from
standard joke books. Appropriately for the
Christmas issue, there was an obituary for
Germa Garrett, whose son’s birth on December
25, 1935 so closely paralleled the L&A
Christmas story.

FEBRUARY 1991 (#40): Part six of “Lum
& Abner and their Sponsors” covered the Alka-
Seltzer years (1941-48). “And Now...” cov-
ered an NLAS promotional episode of a
Birmingham, Ala., TV talk show. Another
classic L&A script was reproduced intact in
“1000 Keystone Broadcasts.” “Meet the
Members” profiled Paul Corzine of Missouri
and Charles Pitts of Texas.

APRIL 1991 (#41): This was our big cele-
bration of L&A’s 60th anniversary (it’s time to
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do their 70th in our very next issue, folks!).
This event was commemorated with in-depth
interviews with those who had a role in the
show’s carliest years: Ethel Huddleston Ball,
John Faulkner of Mena, Harriet Lauck, and
Mena photographer Eloise Plaster Other arti-
cles included “Meet the Members™ profiles of
Jimmie Parker and “Cousin Cliff” Holman of
Alabama and John E. Jones of Tennessee. A
sad note was the passing of L&A organist Elsie
Mae Emerson on January 28.

JUNE 1991 (#42): Another “dwarf” issue
(8 pages instead of 12). Part seven of “Lum &
Abner and their Sponsors” dealt with the 1948-
49 Frigidaire series. “Meet the Members™ fea-
tured Bob Morgan of Georgia and Jim Temple
of Texas. “Back in the Feed Room™ continued
revising old jokes. It was announced that leg-
endary radio & TV actor Les Tremayne would
guest at the 1991 Convention.

AUGUST 1991 (#43): This 14-page issue
began with “The Voice is Familiar: The Story
of Les Tremayne,” whose work at the 1991
Convention was also covered. “Lum
Addresses the Legislature” reprinted a Chet
Lauck speech of 40 years previous. Part eight
of “Lum & Abner and Their Sponsors” told the
story of the second half-hour season, for which
Ford again picked up part of the tab. There
was still room for “Meet the Members” to fea-
ture Don Potter of Virginia and Col. Neal
Whittaker of Kentucky.

OCTOBER 1991 (#44): “Halloween with
Lum & Abner” reprinted their little-known
October 31, 1944 script. The ninth and final
chapter of “Lum & Abner and Their Sponsors™
dealt with their usually-sponsorless series of
1953-54. One of the strangest Journal features
ever was “Lum & Abner in the Twilight Zone,”
with photos and captions illustrating “almost™
L&A sightings around the world. “The KTHS
Story” gave a brief history of the Hot Springs
radio station that started it all. “Meet the
Members” profiled artist Harold Petersen, who
also illustrated the Halloween script in this
issue. Finally, “The Honorable Lum & Abner”
printed a Pine Ridge article from a 1991
Japanese magazine (written in Japanese!) with
a request for someone to translate the text into
English for us.

DECEMBER 1991 (#45): Another L&A
script (12/16/47) was reprinted in “Lum &
Abner’s Christmas Parade Float, or, Float or
Sink ” “Meet the Members” featured Rachel
Winnik of Maryland, Tom Shaffer of Arizona,
Ruth King of Oklahoma, and Kurt Jensen of
Illinois. The Journal’s longest-running series
to date, “Lum & Abner Go To War,” began
with the events leading up to the bombing of
Pearl Harbor on December 7. Suddenly, L&A
were in for the duration!

FEBRUARY 1992 (#46): This was the first
issue of the Journal to be stapled at the spine.
“Innocents Abroad” was a wonderful and
detailed examination at the strange coinci-
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“Lum & Abner Go To War” ran as long as World War I1
itself... December 1991 to August 1995.

dences surrounding the
final film work of Lum
& Abner and Laurel &
Hardy (both teams
ended their screen
careers with disastrous
foreign-produced
epics). “Lum & Abner
Go To War” covered
January, February and
March 1942, “Meet
the Members” profiled Dwain Smith of New
York and Ronnie Cramer of Colorado. “And
Now...” acknowledged some changes: Rex
Riffle resigned from his post as NLLAS public-
ity director, and Bobs Watson retired from his
pastoring duties due to medical problems.

APRIL 1992 (#47): Right on schedule, the
featured article was “The Bashful Bachelor Is
Comin” To Town,” with the advance publicity
for L&A’s second movie. It was also
announced that the film’s leading lady, Louise
Currie, would be the 1992 Convention guest.
“Lum & Abner Go To War” described April
and May 1942. “Meet the Members” covered
two Texas couples, Carl & Frances Pearson
and Harold & Audrey Jones. “And Now..”
reporied on some recent appearances by Jerry
Hausner. Gary Stivers’ “Golden Era” comic
strip began its last and longest continuity.

JUNE 1992 (#48): Another 8-page issue.
“Lum & Abner Go To War” occupied most of
the space with its annotation of the June/July
1942 L&A programs. “And Now...” reported
on the NLAS’s recent acquisition of the bulk of
the original Lum and Abner 167 transcription
disks.

AUGUST 1992 (#49): This issue’s 16
pages started off with “Oh, Louise! The Career
of Louise Currie.” “Lum & Abner Go To War”
detailed August and September 1942. “Chips
Off the Old Block™ told the story of Science &
Mechanies’ 1942 contest to make a wood carv-
ing of Lum & Abner. Of course, there was a
full report on the 1992 Convention, and “Meet
the Members” profiled the McMurrin family of
Arkansas. “And Now..” recognized more
achievements by Jerry Hausner, and the June
25 passing of longtime Mena fiddler Ruel Bain
(of Dick Huddleston’s 1939-40 stage act) was
noted. This was the first issue of the Journal o
be mailed in an envelope rather than loose.

OCTOBER 1992 (#50): “The Annotated
Bashful Bachelor” brought out litde-known
facts about that L&A film. “Lum & Abner Go
To War” covered October and November 1942.
“Meet the Members” profiled Joanne Kennedy
of California and Earl Cariker of Texas. It was
briefly noted that this was the 50th issue of the
Journal.

DECEMBER 1992 (#51): “All I Want for
Christmas™ reprinted the 12/21/44 L&A
Christmas script. “Lum & Abner Go To War”
covered December 1942 and January 1943.
“Meet the Members” was devoted to “Popeye
people” Mike & Debbie Brooks of Tennessee.
“The Secretary’s Desk™ returned after a long
absence to bring everyone up to date on some
Honorary Members’ recent activities.

FEBRUARY 1993 (#52): “A Second Look
at Two Weeks to Live” kicked off the celebra-
tion of that film’s S50th anniversary. “Lum &
Abpner Go To War” summarized the
February/March 1943 L&A programs. “Meet
the Members” profiled the Baird family of
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= =md 2 now NLAS contest was begun in

o Sead That?™ Members were asked to

ety the character who spoke each of 34

ss=d Fines from the series!

SPRII. 1993 (#53): The winner of the

B Said That?” coniest was announced as

o= Scroseins of Indiana. “Lum & Abner

S To War featured the April/May 1943 pro-

e Member Loren Cox Jr contributed

sn= potcntially controversial observations

. #= L& A series in a special “Commentary”

~swom  Afier a long absence, “Lum & Abner

| The News” returned with a collection of
o= wmrelated clippings spanning a period

o= 1934 10 1970. “Meet the Members” cov-

4 mwsicians Paul Land and Ray Hildebrand

F Bameas City. Willard Waterman, “The Great
Sderslecve.” was announced as the 1993
ewention guest.

JUNE 1993 (#54): This issue was devoted

» e mncxpected death of NLAS booster Jerry
tewener on April 1. The August 1987 article
Ev=-vbody’s Friend” was reprinted, with the
misne npdated to cover events since its origi-
ol publication. In Hausner’'s memory, a new
—=<sonal series was begun, “Jerry Hausner’s
Ssllywood,” collecting some of his many
= biz anecdotes. “Lum & Abner Go To
3 took us through June and July 1943.

ATGUST 1993 (#55): Coverage of the
o= Convention was supplemented by the
soeraphical piece “The Willard Waterman
eory~ “Tum & Abner Go To War” plunged
so0 Ansust/September 1943. “And Now...”
=poried on some recent L&A references in the
&= Two cartoon villains named “Lummox
wwd Abner” were supposed to appear in an
spcoming Tom & Jerry animated feature. And
-k this issue, the NLAS’s long-running series
& 1.& A script reprint volumes began with the
few surviving scripts of 1934.

OCTOBER 1993 (#56): Another L&A
—cvic anniversary was covered in “So This Is
S This Is Washington.” “Lum & Abner Go To
e~ summarized October and November
yass “Meet the Members” took in Cecil
W hitmire of the Alabama Theatre in
Bimingham. The non-appearance of Lummox
=i Abner was described in “Let’s Toon In On
IL=m & Abper.”

DECEMBER 1993 (#57): The 12/22/47
L& script “No Christmas Presents”™ was
sepeinted. “Lum & Abner In The News” fea-
mmed a Perryville, Missouri, article from the
Lamburger era. “Lum & Abner Go To War”
—onered December 1943 and January 1944.
“The Secretary’s Desk™ reported on, among
weher things. the November 13 tornado that
v actated L&A landmarks in Mena. In “Pine

idee Library Bookshell,” Lum Edwards
—evicwed L&A references in some recent
ks sent to the NLAS headquarters.

FEBRUARY 1994 (#58): Leading ofl was
“The Other L&A: Lauck and Ameche,” com-
—wemorating Don Ameche’s death on
Drecember 6. “Lum & Abner Go To War” con-
semirated on February and March 1944. The
Mi-o= tornado was elaborated upon in “Big
Biowout at the County Seat.”” More books
=== reviewed in “Pinc Ridge Library
Bookshelf.” and there was a brief obituary for
Homorary Member Pat Buttram, who passed
sway on January 8. The January 1936 volume
=f L&A scripts (The Case of the Pine Ridge
Farebug) was teleased.
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APRIL 1994

e qand b #59): “Lum &
\'}-& Scripts Q@ Abner Go To
‘S) War” was into

April and May
1944. An inter-
esting variation
on the script
reprint idea was
the presentation
of an unheard
“alternate”™ ver-
the

THE CASE

1 RIDGE | - i
PINE ”Lr[% ¢ R s10n of

5/25/44 program

that introduced

Phinus Peabody.
There were more show biz stories in a “Jerry
Hausner’s Hollywood™ installment, and the
first three NLAS Convention video tapes were
released.

JUNE 1994 (#60): Our good friend
Wendell Niles passed away on March 30, and
his death was commemorated by a condensed
version of his August 1989 biographical
sketch. “Lum & Abner Go To War” entered its
final year with June and July 1944. “Lum &
Abner In The News” reprinted an 8/27/36 arti-
cle about the newly-named Pine Ridge. “And
Now...” reported on a recent Little Rock
research trip by the NLAS Ossifers, the
upcoming special L&A postmark, and the
recently-issued ZaSu Pitts postage stamp.
Chet Lauck’s daughter Shirley was announced
as the 1994 Convention guest.

AUGUST 1994 (#61): This 16-pager was
the NLAS’s official 10th anniversary issue.
“Growing Up With Lum & Abner” was a col-
lection of Shirley Lauck’s childhood memo-
ries. The report on the 1994 Convention took
three pages to get it all in. The following four
pages gave a year-by-year breakdown on the
NLAS’s activities up to that point. There was
still room for “Lum & Abner Go To War™ to
cover August and September 1944, and the
February 1936 script reprint volume (Lum &
Abner In New York) was announced.

OCTOBER 1994 (#62): “Lum &
Abner Go To Town” was the 50th
anniversary study of 1944’s Goin’ To
Town. A rare interview with Barbara
Hale about her participation in the
film was presented. “Lum & Abner
Go To War” took in October and
November 1944. “And Now...”
brought up some recent L&A developments. A
new NLAS special release cassetle was adver-
tised, Part One of 1953°s Thanksgiving in Fine
Ridge; itUs still available for $4.00 through the
Executive Secretary’s office.

DECEMBER 1994 (#63): As had become
{raditional, another L&A Christmas script was
presented intact, this time a 12/24/42 episode
dealing with electric trains. “Lum & Abner Go
To War” concerned itself with December 1944
and January 1945. There was also a one-page
dialogue from 1938 in which L&A discussed
Walt Disney’s Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs.

FEBRUARY 1995 (#64): Pine Ridge histo-
rian Kathy Stucker reported on some recent
“lost treasures” discovered in remote spots of
the small community. “Lum & Abner Go To
War” uncovered treasures of its own in
February and March 1945. “Straight From the
Mail Hack™ presented recent letters from mem-

bers, in the tradition of the long-gone “Party
Line” column. The March 1936 script volume
(Lum the Champeen) was released.

APRIL 1995 (#65): Less than two years
after his 1993 Convention appearance, Willard
Waterman passed away on February 2, and a
one-page article gave the details of his carecr.
“L_um & Abner Go To War” covered April and
May 1945, and included an obituary for one-
time L&A supporting player Frank Martin,
who died on December 22, 1994. The com-
plete L&A script of 4/26/45 was reprinted in
“peace Conference in Fran Sansisco.” A new
NLAS special release cassette, The Alka-
Seltzer Specials, was announced and is still
available for $4.00 from the Executive
Secretary’s office. Three guests were
announced for the upcoming 1995 Convention,
but only one of them would actually make it
there.

JUNE 1995 (#66): “Lum & Abner Go To
War” began slowly winding down with June
and July 1945. (As a sidebar, an old concept
was revived in “The Many Faces of Robert the
Robol.™) “Lum & Abner In The News” pre-
cented the 1945 article that announced that the
real Pine Ridge was getting electricity at last.
There was a review of an obscure 1940 cartoon
short that seemed to borrow a concept or two
from L&A, and James McMurrin gave a brief
history of the type of pinball machine Cedric
would have played. “And Now..” reported
many different news items, including the death
on March 7 of Thomas Nobles. the announcer
for L&A’s original 1931 broadcasts from Hot
Springs. Parley Baer was announced as the
primary guest for the 1995 Convention.

AUGUST 1995 (#67): “Parley Baer’s
Uncommonly Good Career™ summarized our
1995 Convention guest, as did the annual
meeting’s report itself. “Lum & Abner Go To
War” ground out its final installment with a
look at the postwar world of August and
September 1945. An August 1935 article and
photo documented L&A’s appearance at that

year’s Indiana State Fair. The April 1936 script
reprint volume (Lum & Abner at the Kentucky
Derby) was released.

OCTOBER 1995 (#68): This issue was
dedicated to the memory of Harrict Lauck,
“Lum’s wife,” who passed away on July 12.
“Harriet Lauck: Her Legacy to the NLAS”
described the information and encouragement
we had received from her over the years.
Going along with the memorial theme, “Lum
& Abner In The News” presented a 1976 news-
paper article about the Laucks’ 50th wedding
anniversary. Another obituary was for L&A’s
close friend Phil Harris, who died on August
11. The rest of the issue was devoted to “Lum
& Abner Mind Somebody Else’s Business,” an
original short story that appeared in the
December 1945 issue of Radio Mirror.

DECEMBER 1995 (#69): Elaborating on a
topic covered briefly in an early Journal, “A
Sure-Fire Trick” detailed attempts to put the



“Lum & Abner and the Great American Roadside” began
running in February 1996, and new installments continue to
appear on an irregular basis.

L&A Christmas story on television. “Lum &
Abner Mind Somebody Else’s Business” was
concluded. “Lum & Abner Go Abroad” gave
the sad story of the duo’s last (and least)
motion picture effort. Another obituary, this
time for Grady Sutton, who played Cedric in
several L&A movies and who passed away on
September 17,

FEBRUARY 1996 (#70): This issue began
a long-running and very popular series of arti-
cles, “Lum & Abner and the Great American
Roadside.” The series kicked off with the his-
tory of the once-popular Lum’s Restaurants.
Another complete L&A script was reprinted
with February 1945°s “Lum & Abner’s
Washington’s Birthday Pageant.” “The
Secretary’s Desk™ reported trivia associated
with L&A Abroad and some of the many
anniversaries coming up in 1996,

APRIL 1996 (#71): “A Town That Is
Known By Three Rings On The Phone” was
Pine Ridge’s 60th anniversary article, with
updated information gathered since 1986.
“Lum & Abner In The News™ presented the
Arkansas Gazette coverage of the 1936
Waters-to-Pine Ridge name change cere-
monies. The second installment if the “Great
American Roadside™ series described the vari-
ous businesses that operated under the Jot *Em
Down Store name. Radio actress Jean
VanderPyl was announced as the 1996
Convention guest.

JUNE 1996 (#72): With this issue, the
Journal finally perfected its photograph repro-
duction, with the illustrations scanned directly
into the layout. “The Timeless Partners In
Time™ described the production of that movie,
with comments from leading lady Pamela
-Blake. “We Say Goodbye™ paid tribute to two
recently-departed L&A associates: comedian
George Burns and Lou Crosby’s widow Linda
Crosby Walker. The “Great American
Roadside™ covered the attempts to begin a
Cracker Barrel-like chain of L&A country
store restaurants in 1966. Jean VanderPyl had
to cancel her Convention appearance and was
replaced by Lou Crosby’s daughters Linda Lou
& Cathy Lee Crosby, and 1946-48 L&A pro-
ducer Forrest Owen.

AUGUST 1996 (#73): The 1990
Convention was a big event, as evidenced by
its coverage in this issue. “Life With Lou” was
the biography of announcer Lou Crosby, and
“The Effervescent Forrest Owen” profiled
another 1996 guest. The “Great American
Roadside™ appeared as a half page only with a
report on “Lum & Abner’s Apple Shack™ in
North Carolina. Two new special release cas-
settes were offered (and are still available for

$4.00 each), Behind the
Scenes with Lum &
Abner and Lum &
Abner’s Jukebox
Jamboree. The May
1936 script reprint vol-
ume (The Perils of
Lum) also appeared.

OCTOBER 1996
(#74): The 100th
anniversary of L&A’s
hometown, Mena, was
celebrated by a detailed
article. “A Love Letter
to Mena” was originally
penned by Elizabeth
Goff for the 1987
Convention. The “Great American Roadside™
series continued with some 1961 plans to get
L&A into the motel business, and the L&A
tourist cabins that still operate today in British
Columbia, Canada. “To Hollywood and
Beyond!” presented L&A stories from 1996
Convention guests Ben Combs and Harlan
Hobbs.

DECEMBER 1996 (#75): “50 Fine Years”
commemorated the golden anniversary of
Clarence “Ben Withers” Hartzell’s debut on
the L&A program. Tributes to Clarence were
contributed by newscaster Hugh Downs and
Auntie Helen Hartzell. A little-known aspect
of L&A history was described in “The Mt. Idy
Connection, or, Ben Withers Meets Charley
Weaver.”

FEBRUARY 1997 (#76): Another in our
series of “tribute” issues, this time concerning
1944-48 L&A announcer Gene

Store from the October 1984 Journal. “Things
Are Fine in Mt. Idy” reported on the upcoming
Charley Weaver Day, which Lewis Arquette
was to visit along with the NLAS Convention
the following weckend.

AUGUST 1997 (#79): Lewis Arquette
made it to the Charley Weaver Day, but at the
last minute had to cancel his NLAS appear-
ance. One week before the Convention date,
another guest was secured, radio teenager
Mary Lee Robb. The story of her L&A con-
nection was told in “Don’t Cry, Papa” and the
annual convention report. The proposed 1947
storyline for “Pearl’s Wedding” was reprinted
from the NLAS archives. “Lauck & Goff and
Their Friends” presented more stories from
Harlan Hobbs. “Meet Gene Hamilton™ recog-
nized the NLAS’s most recent distinguished
Honorary Member. The 1985 and 1986
Convention videos were released, as was the
July 1936 script volume (The Great Bicycle
Race).

OCTOBER 1997 (#80): Obituary issues
were getting all tco common. Dick
Huddleston’s only child, Ethel Ball, passed
away on July 3 at the age of 92. She was the
subject of a full tribute, and some of her own
past NLAS writings were included. Tying in
with that idea, “Lum & Abner In The News”
reprinted a 1965 newspaper article from the
days when Ethel was still running her late
father’s store in Pine Ridge. The “Great
American Roadside” located a “Pine Ridge
Grocery” in Maryland.

DECEMBER 1997 (#81): Another com-
plete L&A script:  “The Fright Before

Christmas,” from a 1946 ABC

Baker. The “Great American
Roadside™ series picked up with
the stories of several surviving
Lum’s Restaurants. “Forever
Lumburger” described the 1947
publicity stunt to get L&A’s

names into every American
eatery. Two veteran columns,
“And Now...” and “The

Secretary’s Desk,” reported on
L&A’s induction into the
Arkansas Entertainers Hall of
Fame and npew Honorary
Member Gene Hamilton (L&A
announcer from 1932-34). The

holiday special. “Ouachita
Christmas™ was a touching
poem originally published in
The Mena Star in 1933. The
“Great American Roadside”
presented several current pho-
tos of the British Columbia
L&A tourist camp. “Lum &
Abner In The News” collect-
ed clippings from the autumn
of 1937, and “Give A Cheer
For Lum & Abner” tied the
pair to the 1938 Rose Bowl
game. The 1990 Convention
video was released.

June 1936 script volume (The
Mystery of the Old Trunk) was released.
APRIL 1997 (#77): “Lum & Abner and the
Susprize Party™ described the 4/24/47 broad-
cast in which all of Lauck & Goff’s show biz
friends surprised them in the middle of their
live show. “Pine Ridge Library Bookshelf”
returned with Lum Edwards’™ review of Cathy
Lee Crosby’s new book Lef the Magic Begin.
The “Great American Roadside™ series took a
new turn with the annotated reprinting of the
4/18/44 L&A script that itself dealt with road-
side culture. The 1997 Convention was
announced as the NLAS’s first two-day affair,
with scheduled guests Lewis Arquette and
returnees Harlan Hobbs and Ben Combs.
JUNE 1997 (#78): “Lum & Abner In The
News” returned with the June 1937 Radio
Stars article “Pine Ridge Goes Hollywood.”
Longtime Journal contributors James & Janet
McMurrin came up with “The Resumé of
Mousey Gray.” “Pine Ridge Revisited” reprint-
ed Kathy Stucker’s history of the Huddleston

FEBRUARY 1998 (#82):
For the first Lime since 1986, “Lum & Abner in
Hollywood” returned for a look at some recent-
ly-discovered L&A short subjects. “Home On
The Range” was the story of Chet Lauck’s
beloved Bar Nothing Ranch near Las Vegas.
With the L&A scripts for August and
September still missing, the October 1936
reprint volume (Lum for President) was
released.

APRIL 1998 (#83): Another obituary:
L&A co-writer Belty Boyle passed away on
January 18. “FEurope Or Bust, 1938 began an
examination of the famed Lauck tour of
Europe that summer, which was echoed by the
radio show’s storyline at the time. The first
four of the hilarious “Lum’s Letters from
Europe™ that were syndicated to newspapers
were reprinted.

JUNE 1998 (#84): Yet another loss: 1932-
34 L&A cast member Grandpa Jones (of
Grand Ole Opry fame) passed away on
February 19. His carecer with L&A was
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s=wi=wed I a 2-page article. “Mr. Eddards
Takes =2 Top~ described the on-air storyline and
Smmoms Transatlantic broadcast that accompa-
mu=d the true Lauck tour, and the final three
“La='s I etters From Europe” appeared. 1998
Coswention guests Kay Linaker and Frank
Bee=see were announced.

AUGUST 1998 (#85): Two Weeks To Live
acimess Kay Linaker’s amazing carccr was pro-
Si=d m “From Pine Ridge to The Blob.” The
wser Convention guest was covered in “Frank
Bee=ses’s Golden Days of Radio.” The annual
comwention report also covered both guests.
The 1221 Convention video and November
1558 script volume (The Diary of Evalena
Scemirz) were released, and the “Great
Am—erican Roadside” series found a new
Arkansas tourist attraction known as “Lum’s

OCTOBER 1998 (#86): Leading off was
2= obscure 1938 short story, “Lum & Abner in
2= Abandoned Quandary,” from Radio Mirror.
A mew series of articles on the 50th anniversary
@t the half-hour L&A series began with “1940:
4 S:izn of Things To Come™ (their first attempt
20 switch to a 30-minute format) and “1948: A
Beand New Kind of Visit.” The L&A pro-
=ams of September & October 1948 were
smmotated.  There was a brief notation that
lomstime L&A writer Roz Rogers had passed
=way on August 6, and a full tribute would be
Swthcoming.

DECEMBER 1998 (#87): Roz Rogers’
c=s=er occupied this issue, with several differ-
ent tributes.
His 1985 auto-
biography
“Reading the
Signs™ was
reprinted with
new illustra-
tions and an
updated end-
ing. Also
appearing in
print for the
first time was
Roz’s humor-
ows piece “A Note to Scholars,” meant to
sccompany the L&A script collection at the
LU miversity of Arkansas at Little Rock.
Appropriately, the L&A programs of
MNowvember and December 1948 (Roz’s work)
were examined.

FEBRUARY 1999 (#88): “30 Years in Pine
Rade=" observed the anniversary of the restora-
swom of the Dick Huddleston Store. In stark
comirast, the L&A broadcasts of January and
Fehruary 1949 were picked apart and analyzed.
& 1939 L&A ad from General Foods was pre-
semied. and it was noted that Roz Rogers’
wadow Dorie had followed his passing on

cember 28. A thorough explanation of the
MI_ASs dire financial condition was given.
The December 1936 script volume (A
Eaunring We Will Go) was released.

APRIL 1999 (#89): A complele examina-
Som of the March/April 1949 L&A shows was
=wen. along with some comments on the
show made by Andy Devine in 1973. “Lum
& Abner In The News” featured clippings
Som January to May 1939, The “Great
American Roadside™ reviewed the new book
Dexie Before Disney by Executive Secretary
Tim Hollis, which contains some L&A refer-
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ences of course. Fred Foy and a tribute to Opie
Cates announced for the 1999
Convention.

JUNE 1999 (#90): “A  Monumental
Anniversary” described the dedication 20
years ago of the L&A monument in Mena's
Janssen Park. The L&A shows of May & June
1949 were annotated. The complete script of
the 6/12/49 episode, “I Grannies, I Love You,”
was reprinted.

AUGUST 1999 (#91): Complete 1999
Convention coverage included the annual
report and the biography “Hi Yo Silver! Your
Announcer, Fred Foy.” “Lum & Abner In The
News” featured clippings from June through
August 1939. “And Now...” reported on the
1999 L&A Days in Mena and a recent TV
appearance by Bobs Watson. Would-be 1995
and 1996 Convention guest Jean VanderPyl
passed away on April 13. The January 1937
script volume (Where There’s a Will) was
released, as were the 1992 and 1993
Convention videos. After making such a big
deal out of the NLAS’s 5th and 10th anniver-
saries, we let this issue totally slip by without
remember that it was out 15th anniversary!

OCTORER 1999 (#92): A tribute to the
vastly underrated musician and comedian Opie
Cates was presented. Also included were
annotations for the 1947-48 Opie Cates Show,
which was written by Roz Rogers and featured
many L&A supporting players. Opie’s autobi-
ography “From Rags to Riches to Rags in One
Easy Lifetime” was again printed. The “Great
American Roadside™ returned with yet another
Jot ‘Em Down Store in Beaumont, Texas, and
updates on a couple of other L&A businesses
as well.

DECEMBER 1999 (#93): The series on the
30-minute L&A show resumed with descrip-
tions of the November/December 1949 broad-
casts. “1939: A Year to Remember” described
the L&A activity going on around Mena and
Pine Ridge during that fall. “Christmas in 30
Minutes™ described how the traditional L&A
holiday show was adapted for the half-hour
days.

FEBRUARY 2000 (#94). Belatedly, the
NLAS learned that Bobs Watson had passed
away on June 26, 1999. We finally got around
to commemeorating that sad event with a full
tribute in this issue. On a lighter note, the
L&A shows of January/February 1950 were
examined, including some of the fan mail the
duo received at the time. Two features
observed the 20th anniversary of the passing of
Chet Lauck: “February 1980: Goodbye,
Lum,” and “Chet Lauck, the Eternal Optimist.”
The February 1937 script volume (Early to
Bid) was released,
and copies are

were

b still available
O from the
- (}_ Executive
?| Secretary for
$5.00 each.
APRIL 2000
#95): “Lum &
Abner’s Road to
Hollywood”
detailed the
preparations  in
the spring of 1940
to bring L&A to
the movie screen

.\‘X\e’ {oﬂnd A
AV Scripts

A-HAUNTING WE WILL GO/

for the first time. “Lum & Abner In The
News” presented a March 1960 account of a
Lauck & Goff reunion in Houston. The
March/April 1950 L&A shows were examined.
The “Great American Roadside” covered the
opening of Arkansas’ Mountain Village 1890
in 1960, and there was an obituary for L&A
Abroad producer Joy N. Houck, who passed
away in July 1999 at the age of 100.

JUNE 2000 (#96): “Dreaming Out Loud in
a Short Snooze™ gave both a 1940 movie mag-
azine synopsis of the upcoming film and some
behind-the-scenes publicity for it. Another
feature told how the L&A programs were
doing in syndication in 1970. “Lum & Abner
In The News” reprinted a 1960 Arkansas
Gazette visit to Pine Ridge.

AUGUST 2000 (#97): The 2000
Convention was thoroughly covered, as was
the guest, busy actress Barbara Fuller, in
“Living a Fuller Life.” Summer 1940 Mena
Star articles comprised “How Dreaming Out
Loud Came to Town.” The “Great American
Roadside” featured the Southern Belle Diner in
Heavener, Oklahoma. The 1994 and 1995
NLAS Convention videos were released, as
was the March 1937 script volume (Money To
Burn, still available for $5.00).

OCTOBER 2000 (#98): “An All-Arkansas
Premiere” reprinted the newspaper coverage of
the Dreaming QOut Loud premieres in Little
Rock, Mena, Hot Springs, and Ft. Smith.
“Who Are All Those People?” gave short bios
of the movie’s supporting cast, and “Sing
Along With Lum & Abner” gave the complete
lyrics to the title song.

DECEMBER 2000 (#99): The 60th
anniversary of Dreaming Out Loud was
brought to a close by looking at some of the
reviews and articles about the film during. the
months following its Arkansas showings. “A
Letter From Lum™ covered a very unusual pro-
motion from the early days of Luwm and Abner
syndication. “And Now” continued its long
run by looking at a September 2000 L&A trib-
ute in Little Rock, and also updating everyone
on the current status of some of our past
Convention guests.

Well, folks, it has been an amazing project to
look back over the past 99 issues of The Jot
‘Em Down Journal. To find out how you can
get copies of any of the above that you might
be missing, see page 12 of this issue.

Now, you might wonder, after everything we
have written about up until now, what could
possibly be left to cover on the history of Lum
and Abrer? Well, all we can say is...

“YOU JIST AIN'T GOT NO IDEE!”

Stay tuned!!

DON'T MISS the 17th Annudal
NLAS
CONVINON
JUNE 15-1C, 2001

Lime Tree Inn, Mena, Ark.
Celebrating Lum & Abner’s
70TH ANNIVERSARY!




LUM adnd ABNER:
In The News

Reprints of Past Lum & Abner Articles

The logo above indicates what the headlines in the early issues of The Jot ‘Em Down Journal actually looked like. In the days before
computers made typesetting cheap and simple, the Journal mastheads were created by copying alphabets out of calligraphy books, then
cutting the letters apart and pasting them together, one at a time, to form words. My, how times have changed.

The article below was printed in the very first issue of the Journal (August 1984). While short, it is very important as one of the few
times L&A made it into the “mainstream” press, rather than radio-oriented fan publications. Being formally recognized in Newsweek
was something of a coup for those “two boys from Mena.” Since most of our NLAS members were not with us when we originally

presented the piece, we are reprinting it here for all to enjoy.

AMID THE NATIVE CORN
from NEWSWEEK, October 7, 1947

“I would include in the current Phenomena Americana a brace
of young fellows out of the Ozarks, Lum and Abner. They have
made a specialty of ‘corn’ for years. I’m talking about ‘corn’ in
the first connotation, or the neckyoke brand, the most enduring
form of humor known in the United States of America. It is
sneered at by the city slickers but it has outlasted all other kinds.”

The praise came from the late Damon Runyon, a writer whose
specialty was the city and its people. Yet, like many another city
slicker, he found time to appreciate the Ozark humor of Lum and
Abner, whose 17 years on the air is virtually a Phenomenon
Radio.

This week, Lum and Abner hitched up their breeches and
moseyed back to the CBS network (Monday-Friday, 5:45-6 p.m.
EST) after six years on ABC. It was unlikely that they would
notice the change. For Chet Lauck and Norris (Tuffy) Goff, who
play Lum Edwards and Abner Peabody, putting a show on any-
body’s network is “purtin’ ear as easy as spittin’.”

Lauck and Goff were boyhood friends in Mena,

[irst headache. Feeling duty bound to present a script fo a spon-
sor, the boys set about writing one. It took them 29 hours. After
that it was easier. The Jot ‘Em Down Store in Pine Ridge became
a kind of second home for them and for part of the radio audi-
ence. Lum was always the self-appointed executive while Abner
took the short end of the dog’s leg. In this sctting, they wove
endearing little homilies that appealed to anyone with a love of
basic, native humor.

As the program grew older, other characters were added, some
played by Lauck and Goff, some by other radio actors. In 1937,
Hollywood called, and the show moved to the West Coast, where
Lauck and Goff put on the makeup of old men for some six
movies. The bankroll was growing. And with the hiring of two
script writers, the job became ever easier. Nowadays Lauck and
Goff are likely to wander into the studio just in time to go on the
air. If the script isn’t long enough it doesn’t faze them; they sim-
ply ad-lib until time for the commercials.

Arkansas. They separated to go to college in the 1920s.
Tall, dark and lanky, Lauck came home and went into the
automobile finance business. Short, fair and plumpish,
Goff settled down to wholesale grocering. Had it not
been for a flood, they probably would still be selling cars
and crackers in Mena. But in 1931 they put on a black-
face act as a benefit for flood victims. It was good and
the local radio station manager asked them to drop by for
an audition.

When Lauck and Goff arrived at the studio, they found
the place teeming with would-be Amos ‘n’ Andys. Right
there they switched to Ozarkian humor. Lauck pulled the
name “‘Lum” out of the air, and Goff followed with
Abner. Their routine, hastily ad-libbed out of a lifetime
with the real thing, was even better than the blackface
act. The business of being wholesale grocers and auto
financiers was dead. The radio program, Lum and
Abner, was born.

Soon after, Lauck and Goff moved to Chicago and net-
work radio. They also got their first sponsor and their

Chet
Lauck

Abnr
Peabody

Lum
Edwards

Norris
Goff

February 2001 - Page 11




Fhllard Palerman

1914 - 1995 e

Funz 1996

S ]

AucusT 1996

APRIL 1999

How COMPLETE IS YOUR SET?

Those of you who have not been NLAS members
continuously since 1984 will undoubtedly wonder
what you may have missed in the issues of the Journal
pictured on our cover and indexed on pages 4-10.
Well, we have good news for you! Back issues of the
Journal are indeed available!

Now, many of our past issues exist only as a single
file copy, and those have to be photocopied.
However, originals of many others are on file as well.
We charge a flat rate of $2 per back issue, regardless
of whether it is an original or a photocopy. Just list the
dates you need and send orders to the Executive
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Secretary at 81 Sharon Blvd., Dora, AL 35062.

If reading about all of our past conventions has
made you curious, may we remind you that video
tapes are available of the meetings held from 1985-
1995? (Future ones are still in production.) The
NLAS Convention videos are $10.00 each, and you
can order them from the same address as the back
issues above.

Thanks for being a part of The Jor ‘Em Down
Journal’s 100th issue! We look forward to providing
you with many more!




