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LDear Kr. French:

We know of your longtime interest in radio history and we invite you
to place NiRA's papers, jounals, recordings, scripts and books in our Divi-
sion of Rare Books and Special Collections. 4Any collections received can
be indexed in the National Union Catalogue of Manuscript Collections (Li-
brary of Congress.)

We have a new library with excellent facilities. Flease do not think
us presumptucus, but so much material on the history and development of
radio has vanished. If you decide to send us your materials, we will as-
sume all packing and shipping costs.

Gene M. Gressley, Director

Div. of Rare Eooks & Special Collections
University of Wyoming

Laramie, Wyoming 82071

Ed. Note: While we expect to keep our archival holdings for our members for some
years to come, it is probable that if we ever disband, all materials will then be
turned over to a reputable library such as yours. Rest assured that we value this
material too much (and we worked so hard to collect it) that we won't permit it

to "vanish.'" We will keep your generous offer on record.

Dear Editor:

We would like to locate any and all recordings, by or about, General
George 3. Fattom, Jr. Of special interest would be news broadcasts (in-
cluding Drew Ferson's when he told of the slapping incident in Siecily)
and any featuring the General himself.

We will be willing to buy or trade for any recordings. Lf you have
none, please advise of other organisations who might help us.

Charles M, Frovince

Fresident & Founder

The Petton Historical Society
11307 Vela bLrive

San Diego, CA 92126

Ed. Note: By separate letter you are being furnished a list of all OTR clubs, maga-

zines, and archival holdings known to us., Your best bet for tapes about the General
may be: Les Waffen, Audiovisual Department, National Archives, 8th and Pennsyl-
vania, Washington, D.C. 20408.




pear Jack:

1 have been collecting copies of old time radic programs for over
two years and have a small collection of over 100 records and 300 tapes.

Recently 1 have been experiencing difficulty with duplications of
programs. With over a dozen sources, there seems to be little conformity
to researching the "original" title of each episode and/or the broadcast
date. | realize that some programs were repeated so more than one bread-
cast date can apply, but I am sometimes given the same broadcast date for
two different programs.

Can you offer any assistance in locating a source (other than re-
viewing the newspapers at the library) as to how I might resolve this
problem?

Tom Monroe
1426 Roycroft Ave.
Lakewood, Ohie 44107

Ed. Note: Wish we could give you a simple answer, Tom, but there just isn't any
such thing. Hecently one of our members, Tom Price of California, and his associ-
ates completed years of research just to get the correct titles and dates for one
series, or one recccuring charactder: Jim "Fibber McGee" Jordan. They poured
over thousands of newspapers (mostly on microfilm), Nebwork archives, and ete.

to complete this project. There is no single compendium for all programs, nor will
there ever be: the research is too expensive and there's not enough market for it
anyway. The only ones researched on a selected basis, one series usually, have
been researched and printed privately by OTR fans. Any other ideas, reader?

Dear Editor:

We are interested in locating tapes, scripts or any in;‘nma‘tiun on a
program called "The Ave Mariz Hour" which was alred on Station WMCA at
6£:30 p.m, Sundays in 1938.

H.J. Walsh

Keep the Faith, inc.
P.0. Box 254
Montvale, N.J. 07645
(201) 667-5969

Ed. Note: We're sending you a list of OTR magazines, clubs, archives, and librar-
ies known to our stafi. Your request is a difficult one, and we invite gur readers
to contact you separately and provide any leads they may have.

ALL LETTEAs ARE WELCOME. THEY MUuST HE SienED BUT rOUR NAME WILL BE
WITHHELD |F YOU 50 SPECIFY. LETTERS MAY BE EDITED FOR BREVITY BUT
THE ORJGINAL FIEW OR OPfNJON WILL NOT BE ALTERED. AODDRESS ALL COR-
RESPONDANCE TO EDITOR; IF BEPLY REQUESTED, ENCLOSE SASE.




Speaking out

HARA NOTE: Generally we prefer to abridge long letters
from members, however Jim Uavis so elequently addresses
a serious problem that we are departing from our usual
practice and reprinting his letter verbatim below.

10 august 1982

Open letter to fellow members of NARA:

1 was more than a little upset when I read the letter

in the latest NARA NEWS complaining about the "poor
quality" of the previous | S5pring issue} journal. I

am one of the world's best complainers and could write
pages of single-spaced typewritten complaints of what

is wrong with NARA without even breathing hard, 1f the
people doing all the work were full-time pald profession-
als, L might,

We must remember that all of these people are generousl
giving of their own free time, or as Ole uszed %n say on
the old Fibber mcGee and molly program, "1'm yust donatin®
my time." These people are not just giving us their free
time for a weekend or so, but month after month, and year
after year. I love OTR and am grateful for ANY assistance
that my fellow members can donate to this cause. One of
my regrets is that my other duties preclude my giving any
time to NARA or SFERDVAC. without people like the Elands,
Ren Kula, Tom Frice, Jack French, et al, there would be

noe HARA, and | for one would miss it deeply.

1f you don't like the NARA NEWS, instead of complaining,
why not donate some of your time and talent to improving
the journal? Having been a free-time volunteer for other
organizations, L know a little bit about what a thankless
job this can sometimes be. 1 thought Jack French replied
to this complaint like a gentleman. . don't think 1| could
have restrained myself as well., 1 certainly say "Thanks
and well done" to our behind-the-scenes fellow members in
whatever capactiy they serve, big or small.

Sincerely,

James L. Davis
Pale Alto, CAL.




transcribed
from toronto

hWiztery »larad an lnteresting role in
thestre thliz mast zummer, SOIGS FROM
REAR starring Chotrlotte MNoore, Gerry
ry Shasmm Ladrrence and Edda Gaborelk, was
featured this nast summer at liarbourfont's Studio
Theatra, S0I'GS wags written by Fatrick Bose and ls
lacsely hased TIE HAPCY CGAl'G-=the famous CBC
radio verlety of the 30%s and LO'g.It wasg, in
t+s oumn t =ort successful and popular of all
Canadian TrOFTAT RS . ﬁg”*?ﬂce regnonse to SONGS
==z gorbination of zong, corme:: mrn=—=tns beah
aulte favorable.

Bpeaking of TIE IAITY GANG, we must sadly add that
Lou Snider pssed =iy t"lz past sunmer, Snider was
one of Canndon's "most accomnlished pianlsts™ and a
former rerher of TAFSY GANG, Ha ﬁied in June of
a haart attack, He was 68, Snider uzs hailed ot the
coe of ten as a prodlipgy and later played in as pany
az twerty rro-romwes £ weelk on (EC Badla durling the
30%s and 4D's, : his early experiernce in
served in the

vaudeville and
to entertain his

L PR

Boyal Canadlan
fellow countryms

"™here is mrone talk that 1f (and when) the CBC finally

set srovnd to buvilding a new, centralized headquarters in
Toronto, that it could well he the hest posrible location
for a rational ruseun relating to Canadlan broadeasting
history

The ASCRT (4sc, for the Study of Cahe Radlo & TV) held its
1982 Conference in Toronto this past spring, Included in
the conferences Ermanuel Honse of Simon Fraser Unlversity
presented a narer on the developrment of radio broadecasting
in Vancouver prior to '"MII, By 1938 Vancouver (British
Colutbia) head =ix stations, four of whilch survived the war.

The conference also concluded that without officlal
soverrrent support for broadcasting archiwves, the future
anpears somewhat "blealk",

It aleo festured a lunchkeon on CBC Radlo Drama during its
“rcl?&n days", Harry Berle, characterized by Ernie Dick of
che Public Archives of Canada as a "fahled rerson in
Canadian broadeasting", spoke of the envhasis on the




ghtadnners of mooial fucdice In She vlaryn of thnt hreone era-=1lich ia
Wisas glopy® 1v The oo Taced olags of Sofsr. Te Aded Sk such creat OB
Heddn Sreie wrofioays as orATed Lllan s’ Dzee Llunrh cexteinly orovided %
crestive olent with fhe rsezsaary rocn to Yorll e Tectively. len Feterson,
2 Teor-tloe tmiter for the €30 who Meran Ar the 0% algo spoke of 4ilon,
"Te trs & dander, mreclse, Tlond perlectlonist. He irvited awbitious
Slayrrirhte %o ~ive hin their mereenzl stnterents en? w made them work
or radio...The shovs are pesl, hoelr ar? ftruejortisietic home=provm
Trorrernes desirred o conform to 2 united wmr time effort.

Alice Friek, & veternn scrlnt editor for 4llsn, resd & haper she is preqari
for miblication. She =ald that he "always stressed contert over presentatlol
sean® femonded high standards fron everyone...he and the enst tomether

sarved the irterests of the =zeript, (the =writer), and the aulience, He.se
tried to mresent the liztensr with a wider world thon perhansg they were

amare of...he Telt that o director should rever under-estimate an andience.
If nne ma%es no derands, one rets —o atitertion”. Ahdrew Allan is perhaps
most fondly revernbhered for his work on Lhe execellent CEC Hadlo drema serles
OBC STAGE, in the 40%'= apd 50%s.

After Frick, Sharon Slanchard read her parer on CEC Hadle Drama nroducer
Eege Ljungh, ocutlinineg hig baclypround and his early days in radio and radlo
*drama in Tinniper in the 40's, He later ceme to Toronto and oroduced a

number of prosrarnes 1m=1ud1nf CBC STAGEZ and then took over as Director of
Drama ir 1957, He retired in 1969,

Broadecasters Forris liolfe and 311l lcllell report that
thelir book on the early years of Caradian redio
brosdeasting 1will be nmublliszhed October 1982. The
book is scheduled to be a big "scrarvbook” including
many reprints of early rodio publicatlons. tie hope

to pet & cony of it to review in our rext colunn.

This sast year (1982) marked two significant anniversaries: it was the 50th
snriversary of "nublic broadeoasting® in Canada, The CHBC eor Conadian

Radio Broodeagting Comrizslon was =met up in 1932 to serve a2 rational
avdience. Later in 133€ it would hecome the CBC or Cancdian Broadecastling
Cornoratlon. The other amniversary--in Great Sritain-=iz that of the BIC.
It iz the 60%th amniversary =ince the creaticn in 1922 of the British
Eroadessting Cormisslon (later to become the British Srosdcasting Corporatia

Heward Enpel and John Heeves cormelude 1n thelr report on the conference 1n
the recent ASCET Bulletin that Harry Boyle remarked that all four of the
major drarz producers the era (Allan, Ljungh, J. Frank 'illis and Hupert
Caplan) were fine actora. "If the country at that time had had =
national theatre, radioc would have lost them. How rmuch better for us thet
they decided teo ereate a national theatre on radio", X

CEUM=FI; (104 mEZ) in Toronto plays BOSTON BLACKIE and ISCAFE shows Sundays
at lipm.

The Menorial Unlversity of ewfoundland Folllore and Lanpuape Archlves
{VINFLA) has over LOOO sollections in ite archives relating to "the folklore
languape and oral history" of that province. Of most interest to OTH Tans,
and that's where we come in folksl--iz the lorpe collection made to them in
1979 by CBN and VOIF Hadios in GLewfoundland, The donation consists of over
350 ET's from the 1939-55 neriod; over h{}g tanes from the 1950-76 period—-



leesl voriesy conceriterl & complete serdel fror angtrelis called 4 AT CAZLED
FOE xabD; Erltlsh Viar Office shore guch as YOU CAX'T DD BUSIIEIZS VITE JITLER:
tie Eorsl Touwr of 1050 ard ruch nore, In faet 1t has so far only been part—
ielly crtalorped cod provisegs to he Yihe mogt inrortant collection® +hat

TLi hne on thot province's redlo broesdeastling history.

Doavld Iattizon renorte that Diek Halhad'e o: Th nota Ye i=s rov
2hlinhed by bhat avthor for 310,00, Halhed bersn &t © BC in 1939 and
ohviously hns o vreslth of information ond srecdotes to share rith his
raodexs, Lottisor describes it ag Mvorth scoulring,..a8 g record of a brisf
zre In Coanadiszn eonmunications history™ desnite ltes shorteomings. Perhape
wg #1171 he s%le to obkaln a copr and review it in an ubcoming columh,.

GOOT ANEI T 111l be delishfed with the current GUCH: =HKT FOZEEEVATION
20 ¥ UZSILNTTED (£791) whieh features (amongst other things for the Goon-
e 7let) s an grkicls on TAE IT FROL IERE {another TEC Badlo cnn?d_;r f‘rTT the
50%=2)) let*ere: reccllsctions: aulz pepes; drowingss news from fustrallas
~1d oweh more Tor fnlle D12 epan/ G0N SHOUF fans. Must
readingel

Thig colurn vomld he irvesmnlete mithout the sad news that
ore of the lending octors in CDC Andiots "rolden doys",

Jud Dnagh, died thie nast gvmier of concer. He tmag 69.

Sud Imerp nopacred in iruvnerable rndio draras dJuring the
erind 10932-1982 grd Tourd his sreatest fare r87 one of the
“ort fonilior erd heloved volees or GDC Bodlo Aprora. He
co==tnmred in the rodla serlal JOIU AND JUDY and wonld latar
recall that he "wnd to rur im ediantelr aftervards to shother
atulio For the next prograr-e, CATMERE DOUIDT--where he
seng af part of o trlol Ferhane hisg noat respected work--
certoirly hla nost me-oreble In reesnt timeg-—img Wis
hrilliort cheracterdnction of Tnepeeker Mairret in the
1960%s ord 1970%s £IC 3ndio drsratizatiors of the Georpe
@irgnorn novelg. Intesd, I can still reegll uith preat
¢lority hia pertrayal of inisret in the €OC Radio TURATRE
1030 reries, hroadonst Pive-—dors-a-teelk in serial form

Az in~ the 1970%z owd lots 1?}:&"9. Few 1o heard Inoon ean hoit read o
Sitencn movel -Wdthest heardine the roice of Bud Hnasp os the Ingrector Inirret,
¥rajpp ~lso veorked extersivelr 1r the early derys of live Capadian TV drans
hefsre rovineg aut to Lluh. for seversl years. He later refurned to Csnada to
rUrear agaln on radlo ond televiglon. His lasgt interrational film role ias
lost rear in OF GCLDET POMA which wna filned in British Colunbia. Bs lecves
hlg nife (-otress Pat Arthur) ard = davghter Penny vho lives in India,

The BEC's WITCWHUIIIAY GUIDE TC T3 GAludlY rodio serles moved Tery successfully
to TV. Terhaps rov sou 1f this baet summer on FRET It is helns telecoszt thig
f211 in COntarlo on TVOnbarie, our mrovirelal sducotional ™ retmerk. Usually
redlc dreags foll o tvonafer sell to the visual madium==it meews Shat redlalz
"thestre of the vind" porsent is never sguslled hy a TV ort dlrector's

Timited mrdcst—-tnf 1 shis cnce, I sn vlensed to renars, the 330 Aid an
gxbrrordinarilrs Tine job. ¥ hooe fo have rore op the transfer fron radia

Ln IT of Shis exelting =ci=fi humosr series in =y vext eolvrn.

Lla0 Frob BhRe BO0; in 1ic0k of the loat IaZa TS o
copyrl~ht infrisrenert, it L2 indepeantirs £
nidloolr and gl Dewark, To 34 fe the fallacine

— L]
vojent (and I can orly “order 37 T on hres'tiro =ome

. i 2T
c*ling it hered}: "There is o reneral misconnsttion
be recorded on tone or Tlden cosretla for o
eosrripht, Tost recording tinvld, in fret




Wt 2legn the eozyvicht of eontribeotors to owr nrorrpomes (record ond film
componies, comiossvs, crriters, ete,) 4 lecflet on this subject is ovailable
free frovipHecd of Coprrisint Denart-ent: 5. Zdvards at the BIC, Broofcasting
Touse, LD, Deelard W1A 144", I can certalnly see thelr point--thoze
entitled tb narent for thelr vorl should rot he "ripped=of f"-cand e=peclal
by thome meddlingeg goods for the hilp bucks, But m&‘ﬁ““ as well? How
can they ever hope to enforce such repulations? Are they belrng practlcal or
too idealistic? ihat do you think?

In recopnition of the 50th anniversary of public brosdcasting in Canada (al
thourk Todio in this cotntry pre-=dates that anmiverscry by many decadeg) I

thou~ht wou night 1ike to look at some vhotograbhs token from the early days
of radic in Canadn--even before the CHBC! The nccomponring shots are from
the zarly 1920%s vhen the TR evan ren o radio netvorl: of sorts--no doubt

to provide pn cerrers on thelr rallway "rodlo cars®™ with something eside fro
gtatic to listen tol (I hope to have more ahout the 50th antiversary event
in my next columm, But than, I

also hoped the bogt office would del
lost colurnl (They dAidn't.)i eliver my

An early CNR radio drama by Madge Macbeth: (centre) in Ottawa.

Ir eleging, I would 1ike %o tharls the (FORT ard thelr Swrer 1982 ,gf_l':_;%
Bullatin for »roviding some of the irformntiorn In this colum, I estno
commend then erpurh for their tireless efforts to preseTwe, bDrotect and
encourame Iinterest in hrosdesstircs history in this comntry ot = time when
very lit%le hns been dome ond =0 Tmich 7emnlns to he stnrted,

Until next time==reranbar that old rodioc troders never die--ther just trade
gyl
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MEMOR]
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Don Wilson, 81, Announcer

PALM SPRINGS, Calif., - Corbat,
m theater.

np_nmmuwmﬁnhﬁ He was last in “The Big
inu:lﬁumm.lmﬂm'shﬂm Broadcast of 1844, which tonred in the
mﬂnﬁmmmﬂmrmﬂ-n* Eﬁwlhneﬁbn.nhmbﬁ
a stroke, He was | the on Benny show; Gordon
aﬂﬂ'w“ o mmammrrglmaﬂlhw
Mr, Wilson was found unconscicus at | chestra.

his home in Cathedral City and was| Mr. Wilson the Jack Besny
| taken to Eisenhower Medical Center. | radip show in 1033 after working as a
Doctors were unable to revive him and | sports snnouncer for NBC. He was the
| gave the cause of death as a cerebral | apnouncer, but he socn became a char.
wescularacoident. acter on the show. His wife abso sventu-
| wmmwmmm:ﬂbmmuwu-mmm
Springs area for aboat 10 whers mm,wm
ot coe time be was host of a radio and | (Rochester) Andersom, ﬂ

| television show. He and his wife. Lols| Phil Harrls, Mary Liviagston,
I 3 mmu:n,uanm}?,m
] ERICAGD TRIE. |Suste Ve R, Pk o
| TAN 3‘” 1982 "mm;lﬂmmumrmt"um
Fein, the producer and longtime
| Jack (wens. 69, a singer-songwriter of Mr. Benry. “He was the
who was known as the . Cruising hearty announcer who trisd to get the

Crougmr" on Don MeMheil's “Breakfasd
Club™ radio program: he was voled th

i
B
E

|
§
g
]
3

Asron Samuel Bloom, T3, & radio-
television producer and advertising ex-
ecutive. He created the radio series
“Something to Think About,” which |
ran for almost 40 years over hundreds
of stations. Died in San Francisco. |

CHIC Aere TR\R,
Nay 9,1982

Hugh Marlowe, 71. longtimse naotion
picture, stage, lelevivion and rade actor
who began his career in Chicago and who
created the original Ellery Queen rode for
bath radio and television: he portrayed
Jim Matthews, a central character in Lhe
daytime seap opera “Another Warld™ lor
13 years: May 2, in his New York aparl
menl, of a hearl attack.

Who Was Jack Benny’s Foil

E
E
]
-

nation’s 10th most popuiar male voealic| would have the Sportsmes Quartst
during his eight years an the show, Tram| 5082k In the commercial. Don would
1937 to 134; Jan. 2. in his Phoeng | tell Jack the Were to
Arsz, home, | do & song they sing &
chorus of n song. Don would then teil
- T Jﬂmﬁd one more charus — and

Detve it Free H’fis they sing the commercial.”
March 12, 1982 Mir. Wilson also gpent & year as the

Detroil Free Press, July 31, 1982

“Dan Seymour, 68, who served as presi-
dent and later chairman of the board of the J.
Walter Thompson advertising agency in the
19605 and early 'T0s, He began his career as
aradio announcer and played the announcer
who, in Orson Welles” 1838 broadcast of
“War of the Worbds,"” terrified listeners with
realistic bulleting on Martian invaders. He
wis also the announcer for the human-
idterest radio and television program “We
the People™ and served as announcer and

ter of ceremonies of such radio staples as
“Duffy's Tavern,” “The Aldrich Family,"”
“The Benny Goodman Show" and the “Cam-
ef Caravan Swing School.” Died of g heart
aftack in New York.
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SEVEN STEPS TO

WRITING AN OTR ARTICLE §
by Dave Lamenie L

You say you wanna see your name in print? You say you wanna write
an article for YaRa KEWS? You say you never wrote one before and you
don't know how? Tell you wh2t I'm gonna do.....I'm going to explain just o
how to do it in seven easy steps. .and when I'm finished, you can take
those seven easy steps and create your own written piece.

Fick an OTR topic that interests you. any subject will do, i.e.
l your favorite show, the best cowboy programs, the biggest radic

set you ever owned {(or played), the scariest mystery, your fav-

grite advertizer and what they sponsored or ten people in OTR
shows that all had red hair. any topic will do, for if it holds your
interest, it should the readers',

Research it historieally. You could start with two obvious
2 Your local

books, The g%ﬁ Broadcast and/or Tune ln Yesterday.

library should have copies of them; if not, you can borrow them

from the NARA Library. any other books that bear on your sub-
Ject should be consulted. Make notes on the people that appeared in the
program. What other shows were they in? What network(s) aired the show

and when?

How did your show come about? 0Did it
3 originally come from a novel, like The Thin Man? From the com-
ica, like Dick Tracy? From the movies, like Hoy Rogers Show?
Or was it a spin-off from another radic program, like The Great
Gildersleeve? Try to find some of the original sources and then contrast
and compare them to the eventual radic show. | See use of this technique
in Charlie Chan article in NARA NEwS, Summer of 1980.) You may want to
check old magazines and newspapere at your library; if you're not famil-
ilar with the Reader's Guide to Feriodical Literature, your librarian
can show you how, ege old periodicals may te you about the ratings,
the premiugs, and give you insights about performers on the show, Take
good notes on each significant or interesting fact, Later, if you wish,
¥ou can combine your footnotes intec a bibliography at the end of your
article, (See use of this in the Scholarly Journalist article in NARA

NEWS, Spring 1981.0R The Lone Ranger in winter 1979 issue.)

Listen 1"? tapes of the g%i, either yours or a friend's or bor-
row NAR''=s, Wwhy was the ow s0 good? Or so bad? How ere the
4 commercials handled? How did the show change over the years?
Were the sound effects great, so-so, or non-existant? You may
wish to analyze a series of one program. (See use of this in Vie and
Sade article in NiRa NEWS5, Fall, 1980.or the Sherlock Holmes one in the
Spring 1580 issue.) Did the actors and actresses on the show change
over the years? 0Did the different voices cause the program to vary? 1in
what way? Did the length of the program change over the years? If it
switched networks, was the change obvious? How rare are the tapes of

this show? What is the quality of the NARA tapes?
10 lcontinued on pagel%)




RADIO @QUIEZ

FROM THe "QUIZ BOOK. OF THE SEVEMN ARTs "
BY 7. RANsoN AND R. PAcK (SuMmiT Press, 19Y6)
WE'WE PICKED THESE PUZZLERS, ANSWERS ON Pé.

1. Une of the folkways of the broadcasting business is that a
radic show must have a theme song. Don't ask why. But in
any cage, a sponsor would no more think of having a theme-
less broadcast than a plugless program. Can you name the
titles of the compositions used as themes for:

a. Bob Hope ¢, The old Rudy Vallee Hour
b. Amos 'm'" aAndy d. Kate Smith

2. 4And can you hum, whistle or yodel the theme songs usually
agsociated with:

d. Paul Whiteman
a. Bi Crosb
S | Addle contoe e. The Happiness Boys

¢, Dinah Shore

%, OSponsor identification is always a headache for the bright
btoys of the advertising agencies. It seems that research
surveys frequently show that many top-ranking radioc shows,
degpite their popularity, fail to impress their listeners
with the name of the product that pays the bills. Can you
name the spongors of:

d., Fred Allen
We the Fegple
Suspenae

a. Bob Hope -
b. Fibber McGee and Molly r'
c, Jack Benny %

4. a. Mr, District attorney sells....
b. ....sponsors Gabriel _Heatter
¢, ©Can You Top This? advertises....
d. Take It or Leave It plugs....
e. The Radic Theatre on Monday nights ballyhoos....
f. Our Gal Sunday is sponsored b¥....

5. Radio comedianse and gag writers like to point out that air
comedy is an insatiable consumer of gags and comedy routines.
In the old days of vaudeville, they explain, a good act could
last a comic for years. But, in broadcasting, the funnyman
needs new material each week, thirty-nine weeks a year. May-
be 2o. But the fact is that most radic comics have estab-
lished certain character "props" and references out of which
they have wrung laughs, year after year. For instance, what
radio laughmakers do you associate with:

a. Stinginess d. His daughters

b. Ealdneas &, Horaes
¢, His mother

6. Look into the crystal ball, consult a source close to a




S

et —

Sem—

10.

11.

12.

ugsually reliable source, and then tell us what news commen-—

tator or overseas reporter is brought to mind by these identi-

fying phrases:

a, &h, there's good news tonight

b. Goodeveningmisterandmrsamericandalltheshipsatsealetsgo-
topress

2. The news from Russ-y-i-azh-——-

d, 1 predict---—-

e. This---is London

f. 48 the clock strikes—----

g. Patience and fortitude

h. 8o long until tomorrow

How good is your ear? What programs, past and present, are
identified with the following scunds:

a. Squeaking door c. Barking dogs
b. Telegraph key d. Footsteps

Norman Corwin is one of the few writers of distinction pro-
duced by radie. If you're a Corwin fan, you should be able
to give the titles of his radie plays which deal with:

a. & boy and his dog €. A Yuletide Revolution

b. A boy and a caterpillar d. VJ Day
The following headlines are written as they might appear in
Variety. Translation please:

a. NBC FPREXY NIXES VIDEQ sKED

b. WEB AK'S PREDICT SOAPS SWITCH TO NIGHT TIME
¢. SFPOT BIZ BLITZED A5 BANKROLLERS EXIT

d. FLACES HYPO CUFFO AIR PLUGS FOR MAGS

Fill in the last names of the following:

&. Harry Lillis... d. George Carson...
b. Walter Lanier... e, John Reed...
¢. Raymond Gram... f. Hans von...

Like many screen stars, many of the big name performers of
radio are using performing aliases. Match up the real names
in column one with the nom-de-broadcast,

Eugene McNulty a) George Burns

James E. Jordan b) Tom Howard -

F. Chase Taylor c; Lou Costello

L. F. tristille : d)} Colonel Stoopnagle
Thomas J. Black 2) Fannie BErice
Nathan Birnbaum f) Dennis Day

Fannie Borach &) Fibber McGee

Do you know who's who in the sister acts? The three Boswell
sisters are...;...and...The three indrews sisters are....,
srssand, ..



Consider related items. What about the sponsoring company?

Does it still exist? 5till sell the same product? Luaker

Uats (5gt. Freston's sponsor) is currently being =old on the

grocer's shelf, but Kellog's Pep (Superman's sponsor) is gone
forever. Uld Golds are still puffed but Fatimas went up in smoke. You
might consider writing the sponsor for currdnt information on the com-
pany. Lf you can't find thelr address on a package of their preduct,
any good library will have a number of reference books containing the
address of every corporate haadquarters of U.5. firms. But don't ex-
pect them (the sponsor) to know too much about a program they paid for
years ago. Hearly all of them left that up to a separate advertising
firm and today they may know little, ff anything, about shows they were
associated with over the years. But try anyway......

Update Your Data. Where are the people now who were in the

ghow? are they still alive? "Thia is probably the hardest

gtep (unless you've started with this information and worked

backwards, which is not a bad idea.) becanse stars fallen from
fame usually have to wait for their obituary to get their next press
notice. There are a few books and periodicals that might help: Who's
#ho in america, Current Biography, and/or radic and TV almanacs. 1Iou
might contact the radio libraries in washington, D.C. whose addresses
appeared in MNARA NEWS, Vol. 8, Ko.d4.

ﬁssemble your data inte writtem form. This sounds like the
ardest step, but it's really the easist, provided you've com-

pleted the first six steps. You can write your article chron-

ologically, but it doesn't have to be in any set order., Head
your old issues of NARA NEWs and study the articles you liked best. Uo
not worry about style (or grammar or structurd) unless you really know
the difference. Uur editorial staff can re-write it, if you so specify,
20 don't let that slow you down. You're writing for friends and fellow-
members of NARA, so just write it as though you were telling an inter-
esting story.

That's all there is to it, mail it in %o the wditor, with or with-
out footnotes or bibliography, and include any illustrations you may
have. {(Line drawings are best.) MNow sit back and relax: you are about
to enter that select group of people.....published authors! )

P W . R N N T O N TN Y O O A e Y T R 0L T af=F=p g § el o bl e Ll b bt

uUn the next two pages we have some
illustrations from this= book on OTR
premiums, etc. Herzog's book contains
20 pgs. of price lists for thess and
related items. The author gives these
tips on collecting: 1) choose stuff

ollecti
m from scap operae 3) Never pay more
than it's actually worth to you 4] Be
3 or R leery of expensive items; walueable

associated with a popular (not obscure)
gﬁacas have fewer potential buyers 5}
=]

character or series 2) avoid things
f o b e material czn be plastic, metal
TO f paper...just so you followed the other

}I cautitons listed above. OCh..and just for
-Dhu e ALM" EEZO& gtarters, Green Hornet show only had one

radio premiup in all the years on &he air,
It was a ring; it's now worth about § 100.

Arco Rib\ (N¥C,1780) 128pqs #lo
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HERE'S OUR NEW 1938

b- ETAH MEMBERSHIP PIN

With Secrer New
TELEMATIC FEATURE

COMPLETELY DIFFERENT FROM
ANY YOUVE SEEN BEFORE !

Radio Orphan Annie’s 1938 Telematic Decoder Pin was “the
most important secret symbol of Radio Orphan Annie’s Se-
cret Society!™

HOW TO USE THE _
SECRET COMPARTMENT | The Story of Your

wa | SECRET SQUADRON

Plecr pour thumb aguine the sids of the st
directly mhove the shali of your risg. Pres
aenlly  and waich the sione alide out, Fevesling
ik hidden comparimens usderneath, ot b E
¥is gmn hidt & shi Dole wiilten oo Lhin paper ! Foh, ———

& pase mlong Lo @ friend who knows {be secee; | i
of the hidden comgpartment snd how 1o apen it

To dosr your ring, smply press the sLome
bach in place, Fr sure the sdges of the floe
wre m ihe mecs) grooves o the akdes.

* SECRET SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS b
i T CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT

This Dick Tracy Detective Club
Shield Badge dates from about
1937,

CHI(H TRACY AR ..
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This movable-arm decoder lets
Yyou send secret messages and
decipher the ones sent to you.

The Buck Rogers Chief Explorer Badge was an early

Cream of Wheat premium.
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Buck Rogers fans eagerly sent
for photos of their hero..-

J e | Ty Penp
A Y
e S eyt
omp w BLE BTGLES e 8y et
i wrm e e .

... and heroine.

For CHRISTMAS

ez SURE ro asx rFom
THIS GENUINE OFFICIAL

BUCK ROGERS 23 century
EQUIPMENT

CELELE] ok

Li THIT Fauaud

AT §

AXNK -0 ¢

DAI RIFLES
Ay MANE FACTERING (BMPANY - 100 UNIGON T PLYVAOE TH. M. U, 5 A

Solar Scouis and other youngsters who didn’t like Cream of Wheat
made E;Sfoinl of seeing that their parents knew about the latest “gen-

uine official Buck Rogers 25th Century equipment” when holiday time
rolled arpund.

This Secret Service Pinback Mem-
bership Button, one of many Dick
Tracy premiums offered in 1938, is a
good buy at about 56,




DIAL BACK THE
YEARS.....

BY ARTHURL RETZLAFF

Yo you remember when radio was king? Lo you remember what L1t was
like to have "televizion without pictures" at your commsnd as family
entertainment? when it was more than "news and bulletings and music"

...the adventure dramas, the serisls, the big cemedy and varidty shows?
zuch a tremendous wvariety of fun in sound only!

iet's recall what might ha-e heen a typical day of radio listening
in a typical year, say 1938, Franklin D. Roosevelt was Fresident then,
and it was the year that Hitler tock over sustria and the Sudenten area
of Czecheslovakia. Radio broadcasting on an organized basis had been in
existance for about 15 years (not to be confused with peint-to-point radio
communication, which of course, had begun some years earlier than that.)
2nd the network radioc had begun 12 years before, The shows we'll recall
won't necessarily be the best ones available at each hour |after all, that
is a matter of personal taste} but they'll be come af the beat known ones
nffered by the various networks at that time.

Early morning radioc then was much like radio teoday....news, weather,
music, time....the musiczl elock or "wake-up" kind of program. But ewven
ag early as B a.m, you could have a variety of network shows, lneiden-
tslly, we're assuming you lived in the Eastern Standard Time Zone; if
you lived further west, you most likely heard these shows at an earlier
hour.

+t B a.m. Walealm Claire, whe alse appeared on the Fational Barn
Tance and Sinclair Minstrel shows, was on the air with children's tales
while he assumed the roles of Whitewssh, Spare Ribs, and the Old Witch,
4t 8:15 you could hear the "Hi Boys" imstrumental guartet, and if you
wanted to gquiet things down for a half hour, at 8:30 thers was oTgan
music with Fred Feibel, Then at 9 o'cleck we heard, "Good Morning,
Sreakfast Clubbers, good morning to ya; we woke up bright and early just
ta howdy-do yal" Yes, it was "The Ereakfast Club" with iunt Panny, the
clowning Sam Cowling, the many singers over the years, and of course,
Ton Keleill, who personified wake-up time for so many Asmericans for

35 years.

By 10 o'cleck it's time to listen for the first of the daytime ser-
ials, those seemingly endless "true-to-life" stories which had such
phenomenally ratid listrning audiances. Yes, they carried over into
televigion, but was the sddition of the visual really an improvement?

Or nas it proved to be a disadvantage? When we heard the stories, our
imaginati n provided the scenas. Yet to produce all those imagined scenes
an TV would be impossible, to even try would be prohivitively expensive.
+lse at 10 was "linda's First Love" and at 10:15 began one of the earli-
gst ard most famous shows,"Myrt and Marge" starring Myrtle ¥ail and Donna
Tamerel Fliclk which first aired in 1831,

+t 10:30 we could hear "Tony Won's Serapbook" which started in 1930
16



and developed a large following due to Tony's romantic poetry reading
style, At 10:45 it's back to another hour with the serials., There was
"Woman in White," one of a number of serials baszed on the fietitious
(very fictitious) lives of doctors and nurses. Then we had the story

of "Mary Marlin" the lady Senator whose long lost husband, Joe, was even-
tually found in Siberia! Next came "Backstage wife,"” the story of Mary
Noble, and what it meant to be the wife of the famous Broadway actor,

the dream sweetheart of "a million other women." This show was produced
by Prank and Anne Hummert whose company (Air FPeatures, Inc.) created day-
time serials in wholesale quantities, as well as numerous other popular
radio shows. At 11:30 there was "How to be Charming." At 11:45% we could
hear Edward MacHugh, The Gospel Singer whose program of favorite church
hymns was on the air for many years.

For a change of pace at 12 noon there was Mary Margaret McBride with
an interview program that was widely listened to. 1n those days there
was no such thing a& news on the hour; such an idea didn't fit intc the
network schedules, News programs came where they would fit in, or where
the sponsors wanted them. The very respected commentator Edwin C. Hill
was heard at 12:15 on Your News Parade. at 12:30 it was "The National
Farm and Home Hour," a long-running program with music and features.
Everett Mitchell would always say "It's a beautiful
day in Chicage," which it often wasn't...but then :j,-
he'd always add "and we hope it'e more beautiful wher-

ever you are."

The serial at 1 p.m..wag "Betty and Bob," on %hich
the title roles were portrayed from time to time by
such personalities as Arlene Francis, Mercedes McCam-
bridge, Don Ameche, Les Tremayne and Van Heflin. For
a musical interlude at 1:15, we could hear the popular
ginging group, The Escorts and Betty. Then at 1:30 it's
back to the "soapers"” with "Arnold Grimm's Daughter,”
followed by "Valiant Lady."™ The serials became known
as "soapers," "soaps" or "soap operas" due to the fact & =
that so many of them were sponscored by two or three of the leading soap
companies, In actual fact, however, they had sponsors in many other cate

gories of business also.

At 2 p.m. we can hear a half-hour of plessant music by the Jerry Sears
orchestra...and at 2:30 there follows the "imerican School of the Air,"
one of the leading educational programs of the era. 1t began in 1930,
and was required listening in many clasarcoms, as it dramatized current

events, history, and fine literature,

From 3 to 4 p.m. we find a block of four serials which are among the
most popular., The firat was "Pepper Young's Family," in which the title
role was most closely associated with Mason Adams,..then the one and only
"Ma Perkins" which was on the air for 27 years, 7,065 programs, with
Virginia Payne playing "Ma" for the entire time. "Ma Perkins" was one of
the very few daytime serials to be aired simultaneously on both CBS and
NEC (at different time= of the day.) Next came "Vic and Sade,"” which was
not so0 much a serial story as a comedy classic., With Art Van Harvey as
Vie, Bernadine Flynn as Sade, Bill Idelson as Rush and Clarence Hartzell

as Uncle Fletcher, Faul Rhymer's comic sketches of typical (?) mid-Western

family life have never been egualled before or since, for family appeal.

g Light," the story of the R&vergnd

At 3:45 we could hear "The Guidin
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John Rutledge, written by lrna rhillipe, one of a small fraternity of
writers who dominated the writing of the serials. Some of the pthers,

ir adéition to the Hummerts, were sandra kichael, Elaine Sterne Carringtd
Jdane Crusinberry, Carl Bixby and Don Becker, and Robert Hardy indrews...
writers who perhaps never created great literature, but who cert=inly kn
what their audiences wanted.

alsc, the cast list of the serials is literally a "who was who" of
radio drama, even though very few of them gained real fame from #this fie
In the cast of any one of them we find such names as Charlotte Manson,
Sunda Love, Mercedes McCambridge, Bret WMorrison, Willard Waterman, Laure
Pillbrandt, Betty Lou Gerson, karvin Miller (whose 1ist of program credi
was the longest in radioc), Raymond Edward Johnson (the "Haymond" of In-
ner 3anctum, who had the second longest list of credits), and many others

At least one radio program magarzine carried story summaries of many of
the serials., 35S0 if you missed some of your favorites for a time, you -
could catch up on the action by consulting the magazine,

at 4 o'elock it's time for music and light comedy for am hour, with
Club Matinee, a show which gave their starts in network radio to Ransom
Sherman and Gary Moore.

At 5 o'clock the children's adventure programs began with the Junior
Rurse Corps, starring Sunda Love as Clara Barton. Don Winslow of the
Kavy followed at 5:15, a program that started in 1936, based on a comic
strip that began in 1934, It was said that technical authenticity was
maintained by constant research and careful following of current events.

At 5:30 it was time for the one and only Jack armstrong, certaimly
the most famous of the radio shows for children, None of the others
quite equalled the high school hero who roamed the world with his friends
Billy and Betty Fairfield and their Uncle Jim, performing daring rescues,
fighting crime and injustice, and in between adventures winning all those
games for good old Hudson High!

At 5:45 we heard another very remarkable children's adventure show,
a wild melodrama starring a little girl not yet in her teems, Little
Urphan Annie and her friend Joe Corntassel, her dog Sandy, Daddy Warbucks
and the rest made as unlikely an adventure combination as you could ima-
gine, but there was certainly no gquestion as to their popularity with the
youngsters.

6 to 6:30 p.m. was devoted mostly to musical programs, except that the
famous children's show "Let's Pretend" ran in this period during the cours
of the week, as well as some other educational programs.

4t 7 o'elock it seemed as though there were very few radios that were
not tuned to Amos and Andy. If there had been a radic popularity poll
at that time, this program when at the height of its popularity would
certainly have broken all records. Starting in 1928, Freeman Gosden and
Charles Correll created the world of imos Jones and indrew Hog Brown, wit]
their friends, George (Kingfish) Stevens and his wife Sapphire, Madame
gueen, Lightnin', Brother Crawford, Henry Van Forter and all the rest...
and had a following that has never been equalled, before or since.

it 7:15 we could hear Pat Barrett as Uncle Ezra in a purely "country"
comedy show. By this time we're ready for an interlude of musie, perhaps
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by baritone John Herrick at 7:30, followed by the Ennic Bolognini or-
cheatra at T:45,

This bringe us to the btig three hours of evening headline programs,
& to 11 p.m. OUn Monday evening (we'll get to the other evenings later),
at B8 we could have heard the capers of a pair of weteran vaudevillians,
George Burns and Gracle Allen...not everyone's favorite comedy show per-
haps, but with a fine supporting cast they achieved a consistently high
standard of comedy.

At B:30 there followed the Voice of Firestone, a concert starring
tenor Richard Crooks, with Alfred Wallenstein conducting the orchestra
and chorus, the firet unit of what later became an entire evening of
fine music on that network.

The most famous radic dramatic show of all, followed at 9, the Lux
Radio Theater. with the director of directora, Ceeill E, DeMille as host,
You might hear such movie stories and movie stars as "To Have and Have
Net" with Bogart and Bacall, "Great Expectations" starring Rock Hudson,
"My Man Godfrey" with William Fowell and Carole Lombard, "Jane Eyre" with
Orson Welles and Loretta Young...the list went on and on. 1t was a tre-
mendously popular series, especially with movie fans, who at that time
were legion,

Then at 10 we had the Carnation Contented Hour, a program of medium
light music with the Lullaby Lady, and starring sopranoc Maria Kurenka,
the male gquartet and the Marek Weber orchestra., A dramatic program,
"Brave New World," followed at 10:30.

At 11 o'clock we had news, and then at 11:15% there began the famous
late evening programs of "big band remotes",.,dance band shows mostly
picked up directly from hotel dining rooms, clubs and better dance halls,.,
this typical 19358 evening, for example, listing Jimmy Dorsey, Sammy Kaye,
Lanl Mclntyre and Kay Eyser,

Let's look now at Tuesday through Friday evenings for this same three—
hour pericd, B to 11 p.m., On Tuesday at 8 we had "Those we Love," a serial
drama that rose at least somewhat above the "daytime" level, since it i=
here on an evening and was aired at times on Sunday daytime, with a very
avid following. The 8:30 show starred a man who many called "the great-
egt showman" of all time, Al Jolson, who in 1938 was being aided by Martha

Raye, Parkyakarkus, and the Victor Young orchestra.

Yg Al Pearce and his gang followed at 9, a show re-

membered for 41's character of the low-pressure sales-—
man Elmer Elurt, Arlene Harris' Human Chatterbox, Bill

_? lcumstock‘a Tizzie Lish, Harry sStewart's Yogi Yorges-

ist W3 son and others. 4t 9:30 we could hear Fibber McGee

b and Molly, so well and fondly remembered that we need
L3 hardly even mention such characters as Gildersleeve,

® ?L Loc Gamble, Mayor LaTrivia, Wallace Wimple, the 014

1~ Timer, Teeny and the rest, (%otta clean out that

closet one of these days1)

The Hour of Homance followed at 10, with the fine
pianist Eddy Duchin and his orchestra...at 10:30 Jimmy
Fidler's Hollywood gossip show, and at 10:45 Lvale Car-
negie, the How to Win Friends and Influence Feople man.
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Jn #wednesday at 8§ p.m. there was (ne kan's Family, without a doubt £
tog favorite and most constant award-winner of all the serialized drama
tie programs. The deeply felt writing of Carlton k. Morse and his late
asgietants, the powerful theme of "family" and the top-rank radioc actin
of the czst (with three 2T7-year members: J. inthony smythe, Bernice Be
win and Fage Gilman), put Une Man's Family on the top rank, all by itss

The B6:30 show starred ex-vaudevillian Eddie Cantor whose songs and
easy-gcing style made him very popular. Then there followed Fred .illen
about whom entire books could be written [and have been,) In 1938, soms
years before allen's alley was opened for residential development, Fred
was already riding high on Town Hall Tonight, with the Town Hall News,
unusual interviews, the Mighty illen irt Flayers and music by Feter Van
Steeden's orchestra and male guartet. We have very rarely had a comedia

and a true humorist both in one person, but FPred succeeded in achieving-
this happy combination.

at 10 o'clock it was Gangbusters, Phillips H. Lord's greatest (and
noisiest) success, the program that carried the art of radio sound effeci
to new heights., and at 10:30 we could hear a somewhat unusual show, Lavi
iliin's Hobby Lobby, which featured people with unusual and interesting
obbies.

On Thursday evening our big three hours were filled by three one-ho
programs. The first was the Rudy Vallee show, one of the most famous
shows of ite day...not only due to its star being such a popular singer
and band leader, but also due to the rich harvest of new talent he brough
to hi= microphone, many of whom became stars in their own rights.

Then came Major Edward Bowes and his Qriginal aAmateur Hour, which be-
gan in 1934, and used a gong to notify contestants that their performancel
failed to achieve the minimum acceptability. He was famous. for his "unit

that toured the country, and for the wheel of fortune...round and round
goes, and where she stops nobody knows.

The third of the evening's big three was the Araft Music Hall with

Bing Crosby. Lf Jolson was king of the showmen in his era, certainly Bing
inherited the crown; although of course Jolson's era and Bing's overlappe
by some years...and when the two got together, on the air, which they ofte
did, some truly memorable moments resulted, Few if any one-hour shows ha
elaborate halfway station breaks like that on the Music Hall, when announ
cer Ken Carpenter would sing the KMH Fight Song which began, "Hail KKH,

Hail, rain and snow...0nward to victory, forward we will go," leading up
to the NBC chimes.

The Friday evening block began with the dramatic program that was known
for its opening: "as the bullet seeks its target, shining rails in every
part of our great country are aimed at Grand Central sStation!"... and so

on. The plays, which were all supposed to be connected in some way with
Grand Central, varied considerably in guality.

At B:30 we could hear The Lone Ranger, the Detrolt-based Western ad-
venture that began im 1933, and popularized the william Tell Overture
(its theme music.) PFrom 4% to 10 we heard Hollywood Hotel, a variety show
with music, interviews and a dramatic sketch, generally based on some Cur
rent movie, This show in early 1938 starred singers Frances Langford and
snne Jamison, comic Ken Murray and Raymond Fa'ge conducting the orchestra.
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dnother dramatie program known for its format followed at 10, First
Highter, the program that made you think you were attending an opening
night at the Little Theater off Times Sguare., The plays were often ro-
mantic comedies,...and the best known leading players were Les Tremayne
(later 0lan Soule) and Barbara Luddy.

At 10:30 we heard the Priday night boxing matches,
usually from the old Madison Sgquare Garden, a very
popular series which continued for many years.

Thue you have an idea of what radio was like, back
in 1938, Monday through Friday. What about the week-
ends? Without going into details, let's recall the
weekend in general, plus a few highlights,

There were then, as there are today, many Sunday
religious broadcasts; although these were largely lo-
| cal station features, rather than network, except for

such listings as Church of the Air and Radio Pulpit.
But other Sunday morning network programs included Coast to Coast on a Bus,
with Milton Cross; Dreams of Long Ago (musical drama of old-time songs);
Texas HRangers; The Silver Flute (drama); and the Major Powes Capitel Family,
Near mid-day we had the University of Chicage Round Table, the Radio City
Music Hall of the air, and the 5alt Lake City Tabernacle Choir which began
on the air in 1929 and is still broadecast in 1982,

Further along on Sunday there was Foet's Gold with Uavid Ross, The
Hagic Key of RCA with Dr. Frank Black conducting the symphony orchestra,
the Dr, Christian dramas with Jean Hersholt, and Radio Newsreel with Farks
{ghnson and Wallace Butterworth interviewing perscns in the week's head-

nas.

Sunday afterncon was the special time for symphony concerts, and so we
had the New York Philharmonic with John Barbirelli conducting.

As the afternocon continuea, we find a comedy team, Senator Fishface and
Frofessor Figsbottle; alsoc the Metropolitan Upera Auditions of the Air,
the mickey Mouse Theater of the Air with Walt Disney as master of cere-
monies, and the Joe Penner comedy show.

The Sunday evening headline shows begin at 7 with the Jack Eemny pro-
gram with tenor Kenny Baker and the FPhil Harris orchestra. At T:30 it was
the Phil Baker comedy show with Beetle and Bottle; and at 8 the Edgar
Eergen hour with songs by Dorothy Lamour and additional comedy by the
S5troud Twins. (Whatever became of the Stroud Twins?)

9 to 10 p.m. Sunday was dominated by musical programs: The Manhattan
Merry-go-round, the American Album of Familiar Music, and the Ford Sunday
Evening; although Walter winchell's guarter-hour of journalistic brink-
manship was on the air at 9:30. GSundays after 9 p.m, seem to have de-
gcended to the second-rate.

Second-rate also seemed to describe Saturdays, which seemed to be a
kind of step-child around 1938 nn radio. There were only a few features

even worth memntioning.

The Ereakfsst Club held forth on Saturday as usual, and at 10 we had
songs by May Singhi Breen and Peter DeRose. The Cincimnati Conservatory
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of Music had a program at 11; and the Metropolitan Upera matinee was on
the air at 2, on one particular saturday presenting Bizet's "Carmen”

starring Bruna Castagna, Hene maison and John Brownlee, conducted by
Gennara Papi.

Here's cone for your "do you remember" list:

at 7 p.m. Kaltenmeyer's
Kindergarten from Chicago starring Bruce Kamman (Jim and marian Jordan
were in the cast,)

we could hear the Columbia workshop at 8 p.m.; the Jack Haley comedy
show at B:30; at 9 the National Barn Dance, or Frofessor Quig with Bob

Trout; and at 10 the NBC Symphony orchestra, or the Hit Parade with Freda
Gibeon and Buddy Clark, the Songsmithe gquartet and Carl Hoff's orchestra.

Upera tenor Jan Feerce is listed as the guest on the Hit Parade on one
Saturday {(doing what, 1 wonder?)}

There it is---a typical week with radio in 1938, Restricting curselve
to this one week, we have been able to mention only a few of the many, ma
wellknown network programs that delighted us from 1926 until 195-% 196-%
197-7 when? Actually they never entirely stopped, although they came ve
near to doing so there for a while. 4ind there was a tremendous variety
which required only our imagination, to bring to living reality...a reali
which the other, the expensive medium has tried to egual, but has found i
self completely out of its depth. The great radio era can never come bac

The world must move on. But tell your local radio station what you'd like
to hear. That's the only way they'll know,

vesethe end ?

ShhhllLet me tell you about the best kept secret in fandom,
The World of Yesterday, a magazine devoted to films, radio,
TV, plue discographies, filmographies, photos, classifides,

etc, Send §2,00 for sample or SASE for back issue list, The
World of Yesterday, Rt. 3, Bcx 263H, Waynesville, NC 28786.

World of Yesterday
Rt.3, Box 263H
Waynesville, NC 28786,



© A Message

FROMTHEPRESIDENT....._

L hope everyone had a good summer. In August we had a NARA Staff
meeting in Flagstaff, Arizona. Lt was held there so L could help Harold
get the Tape Library in shape and get the information necessary for the
new tape catalog. The widdisons allowed me to stay with them and 1| want
to take this opportunity to publicly thank them.

Lf the treasury will permit it, we will be increasing the size of
NAiRA NEWS in the near future,

Because of an error by the Flagstaff Poat uffice which caused Harold
to announce a higher rate for borrowing tapes, we are canceling the rate
increase at this time, . There is a possibility of eliminating or severely
reducing the number of grab boxes in the tape library. The new tape cat-
alog will list all of the tapes, wnd will include grab boxes, if any.
Members will be sent the new catalog when it's published, sometime in the
next four months, All new programing will be on quarter track to con-
serve tape, coest, and permit more programming on a single tape., most
members have a stereo recorder where they can select single channels so
the quarter track will work 0.K.

We 8till need help with the convention from members in the L.A. area.
we need suggestions and/or donations for door prizes for the convention
and for fund-raisers.

Currently available to our members is a poster designed by Gene Lar-
scn, our staff artist. L1t 13 great, in coleor, and suitable for framing
(see next page); just a %5 donation to NARA will get you one of these
I posters. At a later date, buttons, bumper stickers, and new T-ghirt as
well as some special tapes will be offered to members, 1These ltems will
be available at the NARA Convention.

With the Holidays Jjust areund the corner, we will all be busy, but
if there is any way you can help NARA by volunteering to record for us,
to assist with the convention, to obtain door prises, to donate tape or
office supplies, or any .other way, please let us know.

, We are definitely a "non-profit" organization and we need whatever
- help anyone can give us. Remember, you will receive a "Tip of the Atwater
Uial" and a receipt for tax purposes in appreciation for your gift, The
success of this organization has always been due to the generosity of ite
members, and that will always be true.

Have a good autumn,
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Friends of Old Time Radio Convention

October 22-23 mmlmmmlmmumu

EVENTS: Times listed are tentative, but will

not gignificantly change by convention time.
Events marked with ® are 90% confirmed.

Friday, October 23, 1982
1 con Conventlon cpens; meet guests and

fans as they arrive; video tapes of
past conventions will be wviewed
6300 PM Cocktails
715 Dinner
Bils Musical Trivia
uls Tape Deck presentation with Manos
Nomikas of TEAC, with Question &
Anewer session
10:15 Movies and other possible presentations

Saturd M

oome B

100 to 3100 Dealer's Room with over &0
tables for memoribilia to be
traded, purchased, or admired

Room 1:
9.00 AM Mational Broadcaster's Hall of Fame
10:00 Compiling Radio Loga with Ray Stanich
1100 Meet New Collectors, moderated by
Bob Witte
12:30 M Aeting and Sound Effects Workshop
with Brad Groemelski; your chance
to act in a radio play!

2100 Al Jolson Specis]l with the members of
the International Al Jolsen Society.
A look at ome of entertainment's
greatest perscnalities!

Fuelks Afternoon Radlo Show Recreation
with guests

& Afterncon, Ostober

Room 41

9:00 AM 01ld Time Radio Clubs with represent-
atives from the major OTH clubs
with moderator Ken Piletic

10:00 Lux Eadlo Theater, examined with
fan Jim Snyder

10:30 014 Time HRadic Booxs and Publications,
or, Compiling the Ultimate OTH
Library; Gary Yogey reviews the
available literature on our hobby.

i1:115 "grover's Mill, New Jersey, a town
famgus for an event that never
happened—the inecredible Martian
landing from Orson Welles' Mercury
Theater broadeast. We'wve located
gome town residents whe remember
the stir the program caused!

12130 The Lone Ranger, radio's most
remembered western is discussed
by Terry Salomonson

1:15 Trivia Contest—your chance to show
your OTR knowladge; Prizes!

2100 Radio Flubs and Fluffa—Radio's
inadvertant and funny moments
with Charlie Stumpf, H.H.l'{ Lou
Wallace, and Walt Mitchell

2145 Radie Collecting Experte; Ron
BEarnett chairs another session of
this popular event

4130 WXYZ—The Station that Brought Us
The Lone Rangsr, The Green Hornet,
Challenge of the Yukon; Dick
Dsgood and other WIYZ regulars
talk about the great’ station

Sntut%a[ Ewniﬁ| October 23

5130 ocktalla—Meet and Mingle with
the guests and fellow fans

7100 Dirmer; Radie Program Recreatlions
(in the past we've reunited casts
of NICK CARTER,SHADOW, and others);
followed by our Awards -

SPECIAL CONVENTION GUESTS who have given
definite or tentative acceptance of our
invitations:

LEE ALIMAN, The Gresn Hormet

ARTHUR ANDERSON, let's Pretend

GEORGE ANSBRO, Young Widder Brown

IRA ASHLEY, director; Grand Central Station

CHARITA BAUER, COur Gal Sunday, many goapa

JACKSON BECK, Superman, Cisco Kid

COURT BEWSON, Tennessee Jed

DONALD BUKA, Crime Doess Not Pay

RALFH CAMARGO, Road of Lifae

FRAN CARLON, Big Town

HENRY DENKER, directer, Greatest Story
Ever Told, Radic Reader's Digest

ELSFETH ERIC, Joyoe Jordan, 3irl Interme

FRED FOY, The Lone Ranger

WALTER BH. GIBSON, creator of The Shadow

JACK GRIMES, Archie Andrews

ARTHUR HUGHES, Just Plain Bill

ELAINE HYMAN, The Lone Ranger

EVIE JUSTER, Let's Pretend

JIM LAWRENCE, writer, Silver Eagle, Mountie

ABBY 1EWIS, Road of Life, Dimension X

ANN LORING .

CHARLOTTE MANSON, Nick Carter

AUDREEY MARSH, singer

GRACE MATTHEWS, Margo Lane on The Shadow

ELIZABETH MORGAN, Stella Dallas

ARNOLD MOS35, Against the Storm

DICK 05GO0D, writer, producer, at WXYZ

BILL OMWEN, mannouncer, ABC Network

FRANE FAFF, director, Right to Happiness

PATRICIA FEARDON, Let's Fretend

STELLA REYNOLDS, writer

LEQ ROSENBURG, pioneer broadcaster

RUTH RUSSELL, Just Flain Bill

STEFAN SCHMABEL, Chick Carter

JOHN SEYMOUR

EZRA STOME, Henry Aldrich

ARTHUR TRACY, The Street Singer

SYBIL THENT, lLet's Fretend

EETTY JANE TYLER KARF, Land of the Lost

JOAN VALENTI, singer

VICKI VOLA, Mr., Dlstrict Attorney

BLAIR WALLIZER, director, Chendu the
Magliecian

JANE WARD, Lorenzo Jones

FLORENCE WILLIAMS MARSHALL, Front Fage Farrell

cssmore guests will be added by convention
time. ..




Rt 244178 to Exit 58BF marked Service Road.
from the Garden State Farkway north
of the alirpert, take Exit 140 to Rt 22E

x____m_!%"m“ﬂﬂm Fges: Reserve your sSpol a5 soon to Ats 189 Nerth, Leeal, Follow to blue
az possible! epaid tickets held at door. sign marked Service Road, fvulil:m to hotel.
-3 From Newark Intermational Alrport,
F“w'luﬂghaﬁiﬁﬁ;rﬂl e axit airpert and follow Rts 149 Nerth to
i B Service Road.

Saturday, Ootober 23, afterncon events only

-5:30pm), £6/zdult, $5/child under
i%marj‘gﬁfug::lor eitizen. HEElmT“]N
day all t5 "
htunmlﬁdmugﬂlfuég: ﬁﬁj:;?&t,'ﬂlfchimnn Advance dinmer reservations must be made.

i -
under 16, $21/senier citizen Make checks out to: s

JAY HICKERSOM, Box C, Orange
Dealer's Tables: Reserve now! £5/table, (203}795- 6261 or (203)2b8-2887
it 3 per dealer, plus registraticn

foes For fu.:gh"hmr information, you can also
f tach:
Hotel single, $50/double. Reserve con 7
. r;mﬁsimgiyuﬁ send Iln eonvention i g%ﬁ%i%ﬂﬁzf gE?ETZ
registration. FRooms should be reserved

Oztober 3. GClive details (names, or sontact the following regional cocrdinaters
2 lstration. includ car pool or other transportation
nights, eto.) with regis ion [ ng ca
Mew England: Bob & Carol Witte
(203)227-6905
Holiday Inn North at Newark Internatiomal Upstate Hew Y?EE-} ]gzgj‘{ﬁr peesEy
AECEUER. 8 pEiremole Some e Washington DC area: Ron Barnott
By alr: Call free shuttls bus from airport. (703)751-3238
om laGuardis or Kemnedy, taks Southern area. Ron & Linda Downay
limousine or helicopter service to {700} B4 E-SELT
Hawark Alrport, then free shuttle bus. Midwegtern ug{m TE??P%EEE
By bus: Bus service from Manhattan's Fort Jiz -
Aut;writar Terminal direct to MNewark Weet Coast: nﬁ?g?’;ﬁﬂﬁﬁu;
doeempre) (ul, SAERLE Ty i Be sure to cast your vote for the
By ear: Frem N.J, Turnpike, take Exit 14 Rockford Award for the collector and fan
take second right marked Service Reoad who has done more than their share in
after toll booth advancing the hobby of OTR! FPrevious
From the Garden State Parkway south winners have been Een Piletic, John
of the alrport, teke Exit 142 and follow Dunning, Charlie Ingersoll, and Charlie
Stumpf.

I Aanswers to Radio Juiz on pg. 1E:t

a)Thanks for the Memory b)The Ferfect jong c)My Time is Your Time
When the Moon Comes Over the Mountain é]ajﬂlue of the Hight b)One
Hour With You c¢)Dinah d)Rhapsody in Blue e)How Uo You Do Everybody
@a}?apaodent b)Johnson's wWax c{lruckjr Strike d)Tender Leaf Tea, Blue Bon-
net Margarine, 5al Hepatica e)Gulf yil f)Roma Wine a)v¥italis, sal
Hepatica b)hremel, Barbaso, Serutan, zonite c)Colgate-Palmolive-Peet
d)Eversharp e)lux f)inacin a)Jack Benny b)Edgar Bergen of Jack Benny
c)George Jessel or Milton Berle d)Eddie Cantor e)Bing Crosby a}Gabriul
Heatter bjwWalter Winchell c)H.V. Kaltenborn d)Irew Pearson_e)Edward R,
Murrow f)wythe williams g)¥.H. LaGuardia h)Lowell Thomas a)lnner Sanc-
um b)wWalter wWinchell ¢)0ld Cligqueot Ulub Eskimos d)Bulldog Drummond
é)a}'rhu Udyssey of Runyon Jones b)My Client Curley c)The Flot to Uverthro
Christmas d)un a Note of Triumph éa}?reai&ent of National Broadcasting
Company turns down television schedule b)Network oldtimers (or insiders)
predict daytime serial programs will be moved to evening time slots c¢)Spot
commercials curtzsiled as sponsors leave the air 4)Fres ents pressure
results in more free radio advertising for magazines aj)irosby "Bing"
b)Barber "Red" cfsuing difutnam e)King f)haltenborn gigene MoNulty (f)
James K. Jordan {g), F. Chase Taylor (d}, L.F. Chri leu?c}, Thomas J.
Elack (b), Nathan Birnbaum (a), Fannie Boroch (e) @cunﬂia,. martha snd
Vet Boswell, LaVerne, Patty and Maxine Andrews
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The home taping issue continues to bubble on Capital Hill....and
may come to a boil soon,

Lawyers and lobbyiste on both sides of the
issue are pleading their cause(s) in Washington, D.C. Bills are pend-

in both houses now which seem to say: "Home taping is going to be leqa
but we're going to tax it." A group called the Audic Recording Rights

Coalition believes that home taping does not deprive artists but a tax
will--because it will be eaten up by the bumeaucracy!

Morecver they
claim home tapers use their recorders for plenty of non-copyrighted

material and it would be unfair to clamp a tax on every blank tape at
| time of sale,

Besides, how would the government know who to share the
"royalties" with that they've collected in tax?
[
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Any break-up in a talented pair is no cause for jom and that's the
way we feel about the split in Dick and Bert. Iin the NARA NEWS article

"Chicken-Mannnnnnnnn" you read of the talented duo of Bert Berdis and
Dick urkin and their impact on radioc of today.

The partnership is now
"kaput" and they'wve parted to form separate firms. Their respective
managers could give no reason for the bust-up.

= % 4 % £ & B & & 4 % ® =

Listening to an old Radio tape of the "Baby Snooks" show the other
night, starring Fannie Brice and Frank Mergan (as Daddy), L was enjoy-
ing the portion of the program when Carmen Dragon's Orchestra was on.
un this show he feautured a lovely singer named "Eloise" (no last name)
and her voice reminded me of the woman who did the voice of Snow white

in the Walt Disney cartoon of the same name. Could Eloise be adriana
Caselotti? Anybody ocut there know for shure?

+ ¥ ® & K ® £ 2 & ® 4 F =»

On this coming November 5th Roy Rogers will be 1@ years old, We
all remember him for his movie roles, but he was on radio too.

He went
on the air in November 1944 for WMutual, switched to NBC two years later,
and then altdrnated between them to about 1950. His tkeme song then 1is
his- theme song now, "Happy Trails to You,"

¥ % F w ¥ ¥ % x H #* ¥ * =B

I can't seem to get past uctober without thinking of the famous
urgon Welles' mercury Theatre prodyction of fhat scary Halloween show
in 19%8, Until that night, the program, which was up against the Chase
and Sanborn Hour with Edgar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy, had been getting
poor ratings since July when it started. But in one night the entire
country became aware of Mercury Theatre. Welles had no idea of the im=
pact the show would have, in fact the whole week before was spent in
re—writes and poor rehearsals as they changed the setting from London
to New Jersey. ind the rest.....iaf}:_rhistnﬂ’!
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Yes, we have a new cover, courtesy of the artistic gnomes who work
back in our graphics department. They hope you approve. [But den't get
too attached to this cever, they're already at work creating another one
for our upcoming Tenth anniversary.)

ln our last issue we indicated the need for more original articles.
Since we have about 400 members, one would assume that several would re-
spond. However we received cnly one unsolicited article--from arthur
Retzlaff-—and it's our feature article in this issue. s5ix people sent
in reprints, clippings and reference materials but tlese members were the
gsame ones who can slways be counted on to submit such info, oo in the
meantime, we have to keep badgering a few people to do articles based on
the materiazl our staff provides; Dave Lallonio's two-pager in this issue
iz an example.

Nothing fpom our Tape Librarians this time., We have about =ix pages
of new resl-to-reel tapes that are being re-numbered and re-priced. They
will be on separate sheets enclosed with your next next issue. We haven't
heard from R.C. Kula in about nine months and we hope he ends his boycott
of NARA NEWS soonm,

My daughter, Marguita, a med-tech graduate home looking for a job,
was able to help the Editor type this issue and thus she earns her "Tip
aof the stwater Dial."

Grandpa Bates' page is missing this time because the old gentleman
injured his hip in a fall out behind Puttnam's Feed Store, at present
he's conveleséing in a nursing home run by his daughter about B0 miles
from Jordan Run. 1f you want to mail him a “Get Well" card there, send
it in care of her, Mrs. karella Havens, #3 Western Irive, 5t. albans,
West Virginia 25177. We know he'd appreciate hearing from his NaRa
friends while he's laid up.

4 recent issue of Parade, the national Sunday newspaper "Hagazine",
had an article about Captain Midnight, both the radio amd TV versions.
#e may reprint some portions of that article if there's any strong in-

terest in doing so.

Don't forget us during the upcoming holidays. Deadline for winter
issue ig January 6, 1983 so get your contributions in early. Don't re-
1y on santa to take care of the editorial staff--you do it. 1f the
money situation improves more, and 11 should, we can expand the size of
the Journal; that is, if we have the material. Lt's up to you to kesp
us rolling and that means plenty of good copy.

Wwell, I see by the ol' clock on the wall that it's time to say
good-tye, o until next time, den't touch that dial.......
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A TIP OF THE ATWATER DIAL TO.......

Mrs, Gene Larson snd Mra. Al Inkster of the Sreat Scuthwest for help in
feeding the NARA officers durifig the recent staff meeting

Jerry Nadel of New York for clippings and obits

Charles Urdowski of Michigan for three packages of clippinge & reprints
Wargquita French of Virginia for typing this issue

Roger Hill of California for clippings and reprints and ete.

Bill and Fat Stollhans of Virginia for use of typewriter

Gene Larson of Utah for donating several of his original Uld Tyme Hadio
posters to NARA fund-raiser

John Pellatt of Canada for clippings and reprints

Flucky Guiness of Nebraska for donation of lime-illustrations and graghic
squibs for use in future issues

b
WE NEED ARTICLES
DAGNABBIT
AND WE NEED'EM

PRoNTO !

smhwwul

NARP\ NEWS

And remembes, we naed &l least boor
weshs gdvance notice and your old as
well a5 new address—iecluding 2IP codes. I

CYES, THIS MEANS You)

m IN FUTURE ISSUES .....,perhaps even the next issuec#iss
A report the Friends of 0ld Time Hadio Convention in good
ol’ hewark******nnuther great OTR Quiz from the same 194F ed-
ition of "Quiz Book of the Seven artg***%*%; pew article from
Ulysses Genakos on the subject of books "n stuffesss*Return

«of Grandpa Bates (we hope)**#*#*¥Up-to-date Information of our
1983 Convention and what's being planned for you****¥Spome more
Sherlock Holmes trivia tidbits of what radio meant to him
##2% neient anecdotes, radio reprints, reviews and re—
ports, fact-filled features and members" moscs**




