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NBC radio stars who traveled to CBS in 1949, Bergen also switched sponsors, trading Chase and
Sanborn Coffee for Coca Cola as his favorite beverage.
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Love that

REIRINT from RADIO-TY Magazine, November, 1953

OZ and HARRIET!

Everything good that can happen
takes place in the Nelson
household—-and with good reason

NY FAMILY who's been through it knows
that there’s never a dull moment with
two normally healthy and active teen-age
boys areund. But most of us can only imagine the
chrenic state of chaos which exists in such
a family as the Ozzie Nelsons, in which “the
boys”—David, now a tall and handsome
sixteen, and Ricky, thirieen and devilish—are
not only around, but an important part of the act.
They will play themselves in forty TV films
this year, and in forty radio broadeasts of
The Adventures Of Ozzie And Harriet. This
impressive work schedule they will have to
squeeze into a full school

Continued . . .

Surprise! Birthday camera for o deserving husband.
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Love That Oz And Harriet!

calendar and an anything but quiet social
life.

“Tt makes for problems,” Harriet Nelson
will tell you with more pride than resigna-
tion. “Right now, were shooting around
the Hollywood High School football sched-
ule.” After that will follow baskethball,
baseball, track. . . .

David, “a four-season man,” has played
guarterback on the Hollywood High “B"
fostball team for the past two scasons; in
this, his senior year, he has reached the
sufficient ape, weight (160 pounds) and
height gualifications to make him eligible
for varsity. With only a hall-inch to go,
he also is moving in on a fifty-dollar
prize promised him when he matches his
father’s five feet, ten inches of height.

Their four-year success as performers
has had remarkably little effect on the
personalities of “the boys.” They like their
jobs, and are pleased when their friends
see or hear them and hreak out with a
compliment—but would be horrified at the
possibility that acting for a living might
set them apart from “the other guys.”

“Watch it . . . you're acting like a child
actor” is the one rebuff at the grownups’
disposal, Harriet says, which “will really
bring them down to size.”

The deep-set urge to be “one of the
guys’—normal teen-age metivation cve?r—
where—has been a valuable stabilizer ior
these two. So has belonging to a family
which—no matter how high the ratings
or how inflating the press notices—keeps
2 minimum of air cushion between the feet
and the ground.

Their handsome but homey Cape Cod
Colonial house in the Hollywood Hills,
within ten minutes of the radie and TV
studios where they work, is a mixed-up
kind of CGrand Central Station, where a
half-dozen writers can be working with
Oz in the study, agency big shots from the
Fast having tea with Harriet in the living
room, yet half of Hollywood High School
and Ricky's pals from Bancrett Junior
High disporting themselves neisily in the
pool . . . as though Pop were off at the
store and Mom worried about nothing
more crucial than the apple pie [or supper.

Ozzie has learned to work against a
backdrop of teen-age sound effects which
would deafen an ordinary man. Imagine
figuring out cost sheets to an obbligato of
hot jazz records accompanied by Ricky
on his trap drums . . . or going over the
new script while David and pals tussle
gruntingly over a foothall in the garden
just cutside the window.

There are guicter moments, when David
may be back at thc garage taking apart
and re-assembling his prized 1941 Ford—
reward for reaching the advanced age of
sixteen. The Ford's own advanced age is
well concealed beneath a coat of fire-
engine red paint and every chromium
padget available in the local auto supply
store. David’s allowance is about the same
as his classmates’ (the boys’ earned income
is invested for their future education),
but the demands on his pocket change are
still limited. Girls are still something in
David’s life to be dealt with en magse—
at his school clubs’ Friday-night dances,

Conference: The Nelscn men discuss further opera- |
ions on David's pride-and-joy—a vintage 41 Ford. ]

i
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for instance, But “no steady deal” as yet,
and the Ford gets the A treatment.

Ricky's money goes for records (his
father supplies his instrumenis—drums,
clarinet, and saxophone, so far), and oc-
casionally, when he is {eeling sentimental,
he’ll shell out for a new collar for his
devoted pal, Sox, an “alley dog” given to
Rick by a neighborhood friend and named
for the objects he takes special delight in
destroying. Ricky had to put up a real
fight fo keep Sox . . . not because of the
hound’s chewing proeclivities, or because
he is noted for wallowing first in mud
puddles and then en Harriet's white pile
rugs . . . but because the whole f{amily
was so hroken up a year ago—when Sox's
predecessor, Nick, died of {ood poisoning—
that Ozzie vowed their house should for-
ever after be dog-less. Once allowed to
stay, however, Sox promptly became one
of the family. Probably, as Harriet says,
“We'll end up by writing him into the
seript.”

From August, when their TV filming
starts, through June, when their radio
program winds up for the seasom, every-

thing that happens around the house ends
up in the script. All those shows eat up
a mighty pile of material.

Last_year, the Nelsons' debut season on
television, the grind also—to hear Harriet
tell it—“ate the people.”

The grownups, at least, were so ex-
hausted at seasen’s end that they can-
celed their tentative plans for a prelonged
vacation in Europe and limped off to lie in
the sun and—after & few days of com-
plete coma—to swim & bit at their holiday
vottage at Hermosa Beach. During their
vacation, seeing people other than their
fellow workers for the first time in months,
they began to find out what happens when
you make yourselves intimately at home
in millions of living rooms every week.

One weekday morning soon after they
acled up at Hermosa, Harriet answered
a ring at the back door, bright and early,
to find three small fry of assorted ages—
all unknown to the Nelsons—wondering:
“Can Ozzie come out and play?"

At a dude ranch where they went for
a week, Edgar Bergen's daughter, Candy
—whom they'd never met—greeted them:
“Hi, Oz! Hi, Harrict! How are the boys?”

MNostalgia Newsletter 5
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By JACK MATHIS

LIMITED EDITION.. . .. $6 6

Available at

5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD

Step thru the mam
gate of ftime and
learn the secrets and
mysteries of Repub-
lic studios” serial
years . . . docu-
mented trom Re-
public’s own (files.
This fantastic vol-
ume (440 big 137
x 17" pages) has
over 2,000 photos
and over 1,000 frame
blowups. Destined
to become a true
collector's item, this
fantastic book, print-
ed on high-quality
enamel paper with
dazzling colox
throughout, is bound
in a lush, gold-
stamped cover. It
gives you complete
details on the 66
Republic serials, in-
cluding cast mem-
bers, salaries, costs,
everything.

DICK TRACY . ..
THE LONE RAN-
GER. . FIGHTING
DEVIL DOGS . . .
DRUMS OF FU
MANCHU.. ZORRO
RIDES AGAIN. . .
SPY SMASHER. .,
PERILS OF NY-
OKA. . .MASKED
MARVEL. . .CAP-
TAIN AMERICA. ..
INVISIBLE MON-
STER. . .and all
the rest!

Monday-Friday 11-5:30 Saturday 10-7:30  Sunday 12-5
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IT'S YERY EASY to stersotype the
motion picture studios, as simply as one might
type the performers who worked for those
studios. Metro-Goldwyn-Mavyer, it is frequently
said, made the greatest musicals. Warner
Brothers cornered the market on the gangster
film. Republic turned out the greatest serials.
Last month in these pages, we spoke of
tIniversal's contribution to the American horror
mythos.

But Universal was not founded solely
on the Frankenstein monster and studio tours.
In fact, during the 1940's, Universal turned
out scores of musicals designed to boost the
morale of the military and working folk.
Seldom seen today but guite successful at the
time, the Universal musicals are considered
fascinating studies of the American spirit.

Universal’s leading songstress was Deanna
Durbin, who was tested at M-G-M in a short
subject called EVERY SUMNDAY with another
young performer, Judy Garland. Deanna was
rejected by the top brass {though it is still
rumored that this was an errar, and it was Judy
who was supposed to get the sack). Neither
M-G-W nor Universal complained, for Deanna’s
first vehicle for the tfater studio, THREE
SMART GIRLS {1936] proved her popular
enough to lift Universal into the profit margin
for that year. What Judy Garland did for
Metra-Goldwyn-Mayer has, of course,
hecome legend.

Deanna Durbin averaged onc and a half
films per year for Universal over the next 12
years, inciuding such titles as CNE HUNDRED
MEN AND A GIRL {1937}, THREE SMART
GIRLS GROW UP {1939}, FIRST LOVE {1939
— a modern-dress version of CINDERELLA),
IT STARTED WITH EVE (1941), HERS TO
HOLD {1943 — another in the THREE SMART
GIRLS series), and CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY
{1944,

The Durbin movies proved so successful
that Universal tried to initiate a series of B
musicals with similar storylines featuring young
Gloria Jean Schoonover, Billed simply as
Gloria Jean, she appeared with major stars
Bing Crosby (in IF { HAD MY WAY, 1940}
and W. C. FIELDS ({in NEVER GIVE A
SUCKER AN EVEN BREAK, 1241). But
Gloria Jean was no Deanna BPurbin, and her
performing was thereafter limited to such
vouth-musicals as WHAT’'S COOKIN'? {1942)
and PARDON MY RHYTHM {1944}

The Universal comedies often featurea
a generous Helping of musical entertainment,
sometimes at the expense of the comedians.

No complaints, however, with the Abbott and
Costello service comedies BUCK PRIVATES
(1841} and IN THE NAVY (1841) which
featured the Andrews Sisters harmonizing a
few of their greatest hits: “‘Boogie Woogie
fBugle Boy,” “'I'l Be With You In Apple
Blossom Time,”” and ““You're a Lucky Fellow,
Mr. Smith" are fine examples.

As  competition- for M-G-Ms Mickey
Rooney-Judy Garland youth musicals,
Universal developed the team of Downald
O’Connor and Peggy Ryan, The duo first
appeared in the allstar WHAT'S CODKIN'?
(1942) with a long list of fellow performers:
the aforementioned Gloria Jean and the

Andrews Sisters, Jane Frazee and Robert Paige
{who also appeared in a series of Universal
musicals), Grace MacDonald, the Jivin' Jacks
and Jills, and Woody Herman and his Qrchestra,
But the impression was made, and it was a
lasting one. Donald O'Connor and Peggy Ryan
were billed above the title in SCHOOL FOR
JIVE (eventually released as MA. BiG) in 1943,
In the next year and a half the team made
eight films together: WHEN JOHNNY COMES
MARCHING HOME {1943), TOP MAN {1943},
THIS 1S THE LIFE (1944}, THE MERRY
MONCHANS {1244), BOWERY TO BROAD -
WAY {1944), CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK
{1944) and FOLLOW THE BOYS (19844}, Their
final fitm, PATRICK THE GREAT {1945}, was
released after O'Connor had been in the Army
for over a year.

Although it must be admitied that most
of the Universal musicals paled in comparison
with those of the other major studios, they
were always brimming with energy and pro-
duction walues., Fow Universal musicals won
Academy Awards, but many were nominated.
THREE SMART GIRLS and ONE HUNDRED
MEN AND A G!RL were nominated for Best
Picture and Best Writing awards; the latter
won the Oscar for Best Musical Scoring. Deanna
Durbin won a special Oscar for her “signifi-
cant contribution in bringing to the screen the
spirit and perscnification of youth™ in 1938.
THE GLEMNN MILLER STORY received
an Oscar for Sound Recording and a nomina-
tion far Best Writing and Best Musical Score.

Basically, the Universal musicals were
averlooked by both the critics and the motion
picture industry. But the people who enjoyed
them during that war-torn decade will always
remember the fine musical entertainment that
followed the spinning silver alobe onto the
SCrEen,
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Tune in Yosterday: The Ultimate £ncyct '
. ' s yclopedia of Old-
Time Radio 71925-1975 is the buff's bible, the trivia addict's

treasure chest, the nostalgiac’s sweetest memory book. You " §77.95
get plots...dates,..sponsors ... theme songs...casts and B
characters... . biographies of radio’s stars.

Available at o‘den Me
ﬁg&««@ e@

5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD, CHICAGO 736-4133
WE'RE OPEN! COME IN AND BROWSE
Monday-Friday 11-5:30  Saturday 10-7:30 Sunday 12-5
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UP AND
DOWN
THE

SCALES

NEW J0 STAFFORD FIGURE
HARMONIZES WiTH VOICE

REPRINT from TUNE [N Magarzine, August, 1946

O STAFFORD now looks as glamorous
.l as her blue velvet voice sounds—
when she steps up to the mike to thrill
the largest listening audience any femi-
nine vocalist can claim. Time was, not
so long ago, when she didn’t, There
was a little matter of 51 pounds between
her and the Petty girl vision conjured
up by GI's when they heard her—itheir
favorite girl singer,

For auburn-haired Jo's success story
doesn’t foliow the usual pattern wherehy
the youthful singer from Keokuck, who
has penthouse and mink aspirations, de-
cides first to take care of that most
important requisite—a glamorous exte-
rior. She does a general renovating job
on face, figure and hair that makes her
hometown friends wonder if this can
really be little Susie, Then she starts to
scale the heights, hopeful that even if
her voice doesn’t make the grade, her
looks will.

JO STAFFORD

That wasn't the way it was with Jo
Stafford of Long Beach, California—
current singing star of "“The Chesterfield
Supper Club” program, No, not at all.
Singing was all Jo cared about—how
she looked was incidental. As the shy
one of the four Stafford girls she had
a full-fledged inferiority complex due
largely to her well-cushioned contours.
Parties and dances weren't included in

Jo's high school curriculum. And, de-
spite a beautiful mane of burnished
copper, gray-green eyes and a peaches-
and-cream complexion, she became more
or less reconciled to taking a back seat
where appearance was concerned,

So she concentrated on her singing.
And that proved a very adequate con-
solation prize, indeed. In six short years
Jo Stafford had become a name that
bobby-soxers, GI's and swing-minded
music lovers speak with reverence. Her
disc sales, which took a phenomenal
spurt upward with her recordings of
“Long Ago and Far Away” and "There
Is No You" wete out ahead of those of

Continued . ..
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Jo STAFFORD

all other feminine songbirds. Her net-
wotk soloist debut with Jobnnie Mercer
on "The Chesterfield Music Shop" had
won millions of Stafford radio enthus-
iasts, Her night club engagements and
theatre appearances had packed in cafe
society and worshipfui teensters respec-
tively. The bobby-soxers imooned over
her as they swooned for Frankie,

Jo Stafford had reached the top and

she weighed 186 pounds which even for
her fAve-feet-seven-inches was consider-
able. She had gotten there because she
could sing the way folks like to hear a
girl sing—not because she looked like a
magazine cover girl.

That should have been a big source of
satisfaction to her. After all, hadn't she
long ago given up hoping to ook like 2
red-headed Lana Tutner? Hadn't she
decided that fame as a singer was
enough? Being all woman, in spite of
her tomboyish name, it wasn't, Those
high school dateless days still rankled.
And other events only served to irritate
an old, still sensitive wound. Gls who
did Jo the honor of according her first
place in their music-hungry lives, began
writing back for her pictares. Jo sent
them—but with misgivings: they were
definitely not A-x pinup material. Then
she made her second public appearance
at a big New York theatre and a num-
ber of Broadway columnists, while kind
to het vocalizing, were not so generous
to her physical charms. Jo began to have

doubts about the nation-wide public
appearance tour she hoped to make—
and the tempting inovie offers that were
coming. Good heavens, did the screen
really make you look pounds heavier
than you were? Mike Nidorf, Jo's astute
and wise-ctacking manager gave it to her
straight—she would have to reduce. It
was a hard blow. She had never realized
aaything so drastic. "I'm naturally lazy,”
she will teil you, smiling a quiet lazy
10 MNostalgia Newsletter

smile, “and exercise always seemed a
special sort of punishment to me. As for
eating, that's what I like to do next best
to singing—especially chili beans and
chocolate sundaes.”

She had always sectetly believed that
there must be some other means of get-
ting a sylph-like figare—wishful thiok-
ing, perhaps. Under constant pressure
from Mike, however, and her own con-
science which kept telling her how
wrong it was to disillusion all those GI's
who believed she looked as romantic as
her songs sounded, she gave up her
pleasant dreams and went to a doctor.

From then on fatty meats, starches
and sweets were as taboo in Jo's life as
exercise. For on that latter point, Jo has
never given in—she may eat only two
meals a day, brunch and dinner, and no
mouth-watering snacks in between, but
she still doesn't waste any time on a
bowling ball or any similar repulsive
objects. To her amazement, the diet
worked like a charm. Her descent down
the weight scale was as rapid as her
climb up to fame. The first week she
lost five pounds and, in eight weeks all
told, she was down to a beautiful 135.
And we do mean beautiful, For ence
the extrancous padding was sloughed
off, lo—Jo in a sweater and skirt was
something to behold.

It was all too wonderful. Nicest part
is that holding the line, or lines, so to
speak, is not nearly so difficult as she
expected. Her tightly-packed schedule
makes for a nervous tension that isn't
conducive to gaining. Then, there’s her
very active social life to further help the
cause. For, with her metamorphosis from
plump prima doana to curvaceous
sweater girl came a new social confi-
dence. She goes everywhere—and loves
it.

And last but not least, Jo finds it isn't
hatd to keep the scales tipping 135
because she wants to do so and, in case
you don't know, where something she
wants is concerned, Jo is a girl with a

Continued . ..

WHEN THE NO. 1 GIRL SINGER FIRST SCALED HEIGHTS, SHE TIPPED THE SCALES AT 184

will. It’s in everything she does—in the
firm line of her chin and mouth. In her
quiet composute, her refusal to be hur-
tied, and it’s in her singing—though
perhaps unconsciously. For Jo is what is
called 2 “musician’s singer.” Every note
is exact and true without straining. And
every word reflects sincerity and con-
ceotration, If she dislikes the lyrics of a
song she refuses to sing them,

Frank Sinatra who has been a pal and
admirer of Jo's from the time they were
both comparative unknowns on the
Tommy Dorsey program says of her,
“There isn't a singer of ballads or pop-
ular music in the countty who couldn’t
learn something by listening to her.”

Note-warbling came as natural to Jo

as to her other three sisters although
their mother and father have only an
appreciation rather than a talent for
music. As soon as Jo had earned her
high school diploma she and her two
sisters formed a trio for radio and night
club work throughout the Golden State.
A year or so of that and then Jo joined
the Pied Pipers—a group of seven boys,
When the group had dwindled to a
quartet, including Jo of course, Tominy
Doxsey signed them for a two year stint.
On the same program was z scrawny
but likeable young singer named Sinatra
who was about ready to go it alone, He
felt he had enough on the ball, and how

Continued . . .
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THESE SELECTED

OLDATIMEJRADIONS

SHOWS ARE AVAILABLE ON

8-TRACK TAPE
CARTRIDGES

ﬁ 6 FROM THE HALL CLOSET BOX 421
each

# 8=1

# B=2

# 8-3

# 8-10

# B=15

# B=36

MORTON GROVE, 1L.60053

CHARLIE MC CARTHY SHOW W.C. Fields, Rudy Vallee,
Don Ameche, Murilyn Monroe

FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY Fibber pluns a magic
act for the Elks Club

AMOS "N* ANDY —Radio’s all-time favorites. Kingfish needs
$100in a hurry!

LUM AND ABNER- Valentine's Day al the Jot-cm-Down
store

FRED ALLEN SHOW —Portland Tloffu, guest Jack Benny
and a visit to Allen’s Alley
INNER SANCTUM Ghosts Abwayvs Get the Last Laugh

ABBOTT AND COSTELLO -Five grcat comedy routines
including Whe's On Firse?

ESCAPE— Leinengen vs. the Ants- outstanding broadeast from
series.

SUSPENSE - Sorvv, Wrong Number—Agnes Moorehead stars in
the first, original broadeast of this classic Suspense drama
in 1943

MILTON BERLE RADIO SHOW Uncle Milty. befure TV,
saluting Radio!

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS Orson Welles and the niost
famous radio broadeast of all time. Tirom the.
Mercury Theatre On the Afr, October 30, 1938,
this version of the classic H.G. Weils story of the
Martian Invasion trightened half the nation. Complete,
one-hour program.

‘6
cach FROMTHE HALL CLOSET » BOX 421 - MORTON GROVE, 1L 60053
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JO STAFFORD

right he was. When, in 1941, Jo finally
followed his example Frankie was on
hand at her first solo engagement to
give her an encouraging "1 told you so.”

Johnnie Mercer also comes in for a
share of Jo's gratitude for furthering
het career. Besides arranging her radio
debut on his program he signed her to
record for Capitol records. Last spring
in otder to make her first album of
Stafford favorites, she hopped a plane in
New Yotk for a week's stay in Los
Angeles, And, being a native after the
Chamber of Commerce's own heart, it
was with great reluctance that she came
back east. Christmas she bought her

Hope’s Favorite Picture of Croshy

mother and father a home in Long
Beach, and if and when her work ever
allows she would like to share it with
them, and own a dog or two—a frus-
trated desire. Not that the Central Park
apartment she shares with her sister
Chris, her personal secretary and com-
panion, isn’t spacious enough. Jt is—
though Jo finds little time in which to
enjoy it,

When she does have a few minutes to
herself she likes light reading, the mov-
ies or some delightfully fazy occupation
like sleeping. “I'm not domestic—I've
never been home enough—and I'm not
intellectual,” she explains with candor.
Be that as it may—she’s as lovely to
lock at as to listen to which, for the
Stafford fans’ money—is enough.

You can't see much ol Bing Crosby {(Behind mike) in this photo, which

is why Hope likes it

REPFRINT from SCREEN GUIDE, June, 1943
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The ‘LOUD SPEAKER' Generation

BY CHET REDPATH

Have you noticed the fact that a great
number of us are from the “loud” speaker
generation?

That's right, the “loud’ speaker, not to
be confused with the “soft’” speaker genera-
tion. The “soft” speaker gemeration is known
by it's tweeters, woofers and tiny transistors.
We, the “loud” speaker generation, are krmown
by the size of our power tubes.

We were baptized the the tubes of Lee
DeForrest, We were steeped in the super
heterodyne of good old Atwater Kent. Qur
imaginations were polished to a rich patina
as our minds were challenged by the mystery
of radio. We thrilled to the terror of the
Hermit's Cave, and warded off Inner Sanctum’s
horror by the light of the wacuum tube. We
escaped the tirany of “"Ming the Mergiless”
under heavy wool blankets pulled snugly over
aur heads.

We were a hearty |ot, even though warned
and admonished by gur mothers “not to eat
any cold Boston bean sandwiches” we did,
and did suffer the delightful perils of “bad
dreams”’. Yes, we were a hearty lot, we
stumbled through prohibition, rmade the world
safe for democracy, and passed the greatest
test of all: Jerry Lester, Dagmar, Lucky Pup
and all that TV could throw at us.

Same of us knew "'the world as we knew
it" was coming ta an end, The signs ware
there, . .Captain Video [who doubled as a smil-

ing dentist on a now forgotten toothpaste
commercial). Remember? The g¢ood Captain
was more impressive extotling the virtues of
some marvelous miracle whitener as opposed
to making space safe for a Sunday stroll.

| think this was the point that our
mothers found solace in the “new’ electronic
medium-TY. Many of us fell asleep to the
drone of the B0 cycle hum of "‘test pattern’.
fMom no longer had to worry about us being
“geared te death’ or |etting our imaginations
run away with us, No siree, our imaginations
were safely confined in 10 inches of “G.E.",
“RCA” or the “Dumont” picture tubes.
Comedy reached a new “low” as the so called
“monster’’ was lowered to the stage on braided
cable, We laughed when we were supposed
to be scared. The slim thread of our imagi-
nations was clipped by modern TV technology.

Our vyouthful minds that were “faster
than a speeding bullet” were faced by a menace
more insidious than “Public Emeny no. 17
TV critics fell all over themselves convinecing
us of the wonders of Peter Pan {and Mary
Martin} as pure entertainment. To this day
Peter Pan is a somewhat limp-wristed twit
with more good fortune than fortitude warding
off evil-doers. We of the “loud” speaker genera-
tion were secretly rooting for Captain Hook.
The snearing Captain was much more satisfy-
ing to us than the aerial “Hostell Twinkie"™,
Peter Pan.

But then, we had been conditioned to a
more realistic life. The misadvantages of such
ominous characters as “The Thin Man™, “The
Fat Man"”, “'Boston Blackie”, “Bull Dog
Drummend’ and “The Man Called X." Qur
characters were well-defined. The Lone Ranger
was a ‘‘good guy'’, and Butch Cavindish was a
“bad guy’’. We were not confused by so-called
sex rolls. Robin Hood's relationship with the
Maid Marian was as it should be and made
sense to our unsophisticated lives,

We drifted in a sea of “Harbor Lights”.
We set “‘Red Sails in the Sunset” and for the
most part, grew up with the age-old desire to
make life a little better for our kids. Well,
it may not have worked out quite as planned,
hut we still have our true friends, Jack Benny,
The Great Gildersleeve, Baby Snooks, Burns
and Allen and Amoes and Andy to name a few,

We were not affected by “social signifi-
cance’ or “‘social passing” in school. Many of
us said helio to the same 4th grade teacher
twice.

The first man we loeked for, and the last
man we wanted to see, was Marshall Dillon of
"Gunsmoke.”

Today, it's the tax collector!
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GEORGE GARABEDIAW PRODUCTIGMS et

LET THEM REMEMBER
The Excitement and Fun
of Radio Shows
A WONDERFUL GIFT

COME IN AND BROWSE THROUGH HUNDREDS OF TITLES, LIKE:

[Ci The Gregn Hornet O Fivker McGee & Molly, Yol. 1 [ Frankenstein
[Tj The Grezt Gildersigeve . George Burns/Gracie Allen ] Flash Gerdon
T 1aurel & Hardy [C1laurel & Hardy tAnather Fine Mess) i The Whistler
[0 Little Rastais [ { Popeye—Orig. Radin Braadcast " Superman

[] bracula—Brson Welles ] Mills Brothers, Orig. Radio Breadcast {1 Bela Lugosi
[ Little Orphan Annie [1W.C. Handy, S%. Louis Blues C] The Shadaw
i~ The Lore Ranger [ &n Evering with Lum & Abmer = Charlie Chan

[ Harry §. Truman [ Major Bowes Original Amateur Keur [T Lassie

[} This Is Your FEI [~ Edgar Bergen/Charlie McCarthy {_ Tarzan

i Caplain Midnight = Mr, Keen—TFracer of Lost Persans [ Tom Mix

i i Hopalong Cassidy [ The African Queen, Garson /Bogart [] Mae West
[]Soap Operas, Vol. 2 [C] Way 0ut West, Laurel & Hardy [] Dick Tracy
i Hindenhurg Bisasier — lack Armstrong—AI American Boy [ Sam Spade
1 Terry ang the Pirates 1 Louis Armstrang Talks About Himself [ W.C. Fields

[] Chandu The Magicizn T Little Orphan Annie, Capt. Midnight, Yol. 2 [] Rudy Vatlee
T Sgt. Preston of the Yuken [ The Enforcer, Humphrey Bogart Soend Track " Red Skelton

D Ripiey's Believe it Or Nat ] budy Garland
olden Mq
Avwailable at ‘s .

5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD, CHICAGO 736-4133
WE’RE OPEN! COME IN AND BROWSE
Monday-Friday 11-5:30  Saturday 10-7:30  Sunday 125
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SATURDAY AFTERNOONS e

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5th
RADIO FROM CHICAGOD

UNCLE NED'S SOUADRON (8-18-51) Uncle
MNed Locke is the |eader of this radio sgquadron
broadcasl from the “‘Ready Room' at WMAQ'S
WMerchandise Mart studios. Announcer Hugh
Downs is in the “Control Tower” and the
story for the day concerns “'Test Pilot Johnny
Jones.” {15:00; 14:256)

HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL AUDITIONS
{10-2548}) Carlos {Gus) Chan hosts a program
fraluring talented hopefuls in the Chicago
Sun-Times Harvest Moon  Festival Queen
Candidate competition. Art VYan Damme and
his Quintet provide the music. (14:20}

OUR SPECIAL GUEST is IRV KUPCIMET
of the Chicago Sun-Times. For many vyears
Kup hosted the labulous all-star extlravaganza
known as the ‘‘Marvest Moon Festival’ and
he'll reminisce with us about those great shows
held annually at the Chicago Stadium, {10:25)
HARVEST MOON FESTIVAL (11-18-50}
The sixth annual program, broadcast remote
from the Chicago Stadium. George Jessel s
mastcr of ceremonies and we’ll tune in to
Debbie  Reynolds, Dawve Garroway, by
Kupcinet, Louis Prima, Dean Martin and Jerry
Lewis, and Dorothy Lamour. Sponsored by
the Chicago Sun-Times. (15:00; 14:30)
CURTAIN TIME (10-11-47) Harry Elders and
Manette Sargent starin “Ticker Tape Romance.”
Mars, Inc. [9:30; 9:45; 8:45)

VIC AND SADE (2-3-44) Radio's homefolks
play Rummy. Wilth Art Van Harvey as Vic,
Bernadine Flynn as Sade, David Whitehouse
us Russell, Criseo. (12:00}

QuUlZ KIDS (8-1-48} Chief Quizzer Joec Kelly

NOSTALGIA
/BQ)@]I{ CILUB \

2 great place to obtain hooks,
recerds and information about the good
oid days — at considerable savings. A
regular monthly publication describes
the current selection and prints names
and addresses of others who share your
interests. Write for details,

NOSTAECIA
OOV CLURB

165 Huguenot Street
New Rochelle, N.Y. 10801

I & Mostalpia Newsletter

1:00 UNTIL 5:00

questions bright youngsters from Chicago:
Jdoel Kupperman, Lonny Lunde, Rene
Templeton and Melvin Miles. Atka Seltzer.
{10:05; 9:30; 9:45)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12th
MORE FROM THE WAR

NEWS OF THE WORLD (12-7-41) CBS repor-
ters John Daly, Robert Trout, Ford Wilking
and Albert Warner cover the worlid. (14:45}
FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY [10-12-43}
Fibber and the WACS starring Jim and Marion
Jordan. Johnson's Wax., {10:25; 11:25; 6:35)
FDR D-DAY SPEECH {6-6-44} The president’s
message of hope. (7:30)

CAVALCADE OF AMERICA (2-5-45} “The
Road to Berlin™ recounts Bing Crosby's over-
seas tours, Dupont. {12:00; 15:45)

JACK BENNY PROGRAM (12-24-44} The
gang is at Jagk's house for g wartime Christmas
eve,

PLUS: | CAN HEAR IT NOW Edward R,
Murrow recalls the history of the World War I
era spoken by the men who made it.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th
ANNUAL THANKSGIVING PROGRAM

JACK BENNY PROGRAM ({(11-28-53} Jack,
Rochester, Mary Livingsione, Boh Crosby,
Don  Wilson, the Sportsmen, Dennis Day,
Mel Blanc, Artie Auerbach. Thanksgiving at the
Benny house. Lucky Strike Cigarettes, (12:10;
8:25; 9:40)

ELGIN THANKSGIVING SHOW ({11-25-48)
An excerpt of the annual two-hour show
presented by the Elgin Watch Company. Dean
Martin, Vera Vague, Jerry Lews. {13:30}
THE LIFE OF RILEY {19403} Riley invites the
Gillises f{and their turkey} for Thanksgiving
dinner. William Bendix, John Brown, Alan
Reed. (11:45; 13100

CAVALCADE OF AMERICA ({11-24-47)
George Tobias, Mercedes MeCambridge and
Rafph Bell star in **Us Pilgrims,” a story of an
immigrant's idea of a first Thanksgiving.
Dupont. {14:15; 13:25)

DURANTE AND MOORE SHOW {11-22-486)
The nose and the haircut present a Thanks-
giving Opera with Jimmy as Miles Standish and
Garry as John Alden. Rexall, {11:20; 10:00;
g:05)

BING CROSBY SHOW (11-24-54) Bing recalls
his Thanksyiving memories, {7:45; 7:05)
MILTCN BERLE SHOW (11-25-47} "Salute to
Thanksgiving'  with  Jack  Albertson, Pert
Kelton, Dick Varney, Frank Gallop. Phitlip
Morris Cigarettes. (10:30; 10:45; 8:50)

IHOSE IHE AW N IBREMIOAL

SATURDAY AFTERNOONS o

It's time again far our annual presenta-
tion of the classic Christmas fantasy in which
Judy and Jimmy Barton, while searching the
attic for the Silver 5Star that belongs to the
top of their Christmas tree, moeet Poddy
Q'Cinnamon . the Cinnamon Bear. This
year, we'll present the first 14 consecutive
chapters on the Saturday after Thanksgiving
and then tune in Lo three more consecutive
chaplers each Saturday thru Christrmas Eve,

“The Cinpamon Bear' was written by
Glen Heisch and directed by Lindsay MacHarrie.
Music was composed by Don Honrath and
conducted by Felix Miils and the orchestra.
The songs of Maybe Land were sung by the
Paul Taylor Quartet. The syndicated prodram
was electrically  transeriped  in Hollywood.

The Cinnamuon Bear was played by Buddy
Duncan {who was just under five feet talll.

Judy Barton was played by Barbara Jean
Wong. The child actor who played Judy's
twin brother, Jimmy, is not known,

Mrs, Barton, the
Verna Feltan.

Joseph Kearns was the Crazy Quilt Dragon;
Hanley Stafford was Snacker Snick, the
Crocodile; Howard McMNear played Samuel
the Seal and doubted as Siim Pickin, the
Cowhoy,

Elvia Allman was Penelope the Pelican;
Elliot Lewis was Mr. Presto, the Magician;
Lou Merrill was Santa Claus.

Frank Melson played Captain Tin Top; Cy
Kendall was Captain Taffy, the Pivate, and also
the Indian Chief. Gale Gordon doubled as
Weary Willie, the Stork, and as the Ostrich.

Ted Osborne was both King Blotto and
Professor Whiz, the Owl.

Joe DuVal portrayed Fe Fo, the Giant;
Martha Wentworth was the Wintergreen Witch;
Daorothy Scott was Fraidy Cat; Ed Max was
Assistant Blotto Executioner,

Lindsay MacHarrie who directed the series
also played the Bumble Bee,

twing’ mather, was

1:00 UNTIL S5:00

It's not known who played Melissa, the
Queen of Maybe Land and some of the other
characters in the story,

Announcer Bud Heistand {Mel Blanc
Show and many other network programs)
wis the narrator of the series.

{(NOTE: VWintage radic collector Terry
Black of Springficld, Illincis was primarily
responsizle for uncowvering all this historical
information about ““The Cinnamon Bear"”
and it was thru his efforts that we have been
able to enjoy again this marvelous story for
youngsters of all ages.}

Chicagoans  remember  listening 1o the
adventures of Paddy O'Cinnamon and his
friends between Thanksgiving and Christrmas
for many wears. For a long while the program
was on WGN, but it was also heard on WCFL.
115 long-time Chicago sponsor was Wieboldt’s
Department  Store and hostess June Marlow
encouraged us kids to wisit Wiebcldt's Toy
Teria to rmeet Santa Claus in person! [Ahhh,
thase were the days!)

CHAPTERS 1and 2—24:05
CHAPTERS Jand 4 — 24:08
CHAPTERS 5and &6 — 24:35
CHAPTERS ¥and 8--23:25
CHAPTERS 9and 10 - 23:40

CHAPTERS 11 and 12 — 23:45
CHAPTERS 13 and 14 — 23:15
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Here's a CINNAMON
BEAR Trivia Quiz!

BY GEORGE LITTLEFIELD

No matter how often you've listened to
“The Cinnamon Bear” — either on cassettss
or over the radio each year at the Yuletide
season, the story of Paddy O'Cinnamon,
Judy and Jimmy Barton, the Crazyquilt Dragon
and their quest for the Silver Star remains
fresh and appealing.

This program, appealing to the very young
in everyone, was first produced and recorded
in the late 1930%. Since that time it has refused
to die; throughout most of the 35 years of my
own life, sormne version of ""The Cinnarmaon
Bear’" leither on the original tramscriptions,
audio tape, or as a TV puppet show!} has been
on the air during the weeks after Thanksgiving
and before Christmas.

cHuck ScHADEN'S

Last year, | had the pieasure of sharing
the saga of ""The Cinnamon Bear™ with my
children for the very first time. The staggering
amount of guestions that Diane {4} and Gary
{2} game up with during the opening chapter
alone made me realize that we adults are
missing a lot of “The Cinnamon Bear” through
sheer familiarity. Adults tend to listen around
mahy subleties and delicious bits of business,
paying attention to the flow of the plot with-
put stopping to enjoy the whimsical details
so dear to the hearts of children.

To illustrate this point, I've concocted
a Cinnamon Bear Trivia Quiz, simply by listen-
ing cavefully to each chapter, the way my kids
do {when they're in a mood to). All 15
questions are plainly answered during the
course of the serial; in fact, some answers
are mentioned a number of times.

Correct answers and a grading scale will

MEMORY
CLUB
MOVIES

If you have a fondness for the »good old days,” then you're automatically a member of qur
MEMORY CLUB which meets every Saturday evening in the Community Room at Morth Waest
Federal Savings, 4901 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago. There's plenty of free parking in the large
lot at the rear of the office on Dakin street and CTA transportation to the door. MEMORY CLUB
movies begin at 8 p.m. and the doors open at 7:30 p.m. “Dues™ are $1.25 per meeting.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5th
WAKE UP AND LIVE {1937) Alice Faye,
Walter Wincheli, Ben Bernie, Jack Haley, Patsy
Kelly, Joan Davis, Grace Bradley, Warren
Hymer. A fast-moving spoof {and one of the
best} of the great radio days with the Wirchell-
Bernie “feud” continuing in earnest. Haley is
a mike-frightened singer and Alice is his inspira-
tion. Buddy Clark provides the singing voice
for Haley in this really funny film comedy.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12th
SATURDAY NMNIGHT MATIMNEE—Once again
the Memory Club attempts to recreate a Satur-
day afterncon at the movies. We’'ll have a
feature — THE QRIGIN OF THE LONE
RANGER — plus a eartoon, a newsreel, and
selected short subjects! Don't miss it if you can!

40 RTmndotot o AT

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19th
MAMMY (1930} Al Jolson at his best in this
story of murder backstage — with music. Jolie
sings ""Let Me Sing and I'm Happy' and other
hit Jolson tunes. Cast includes Lois Moran,
Louise Dresser, Hobart Bosworth, Tully
Marshall, Jack Curtis,

SATURBRAY, NOVEMBER 26th
ORCHESTRA WIVES (19421 Glen Miller and
his orchestra with George Montgomery, Lynn
Bari, Carole Landis, Cesar Romero, Ann
Rutherford, Virginia Gilmore, Mary Beth
Hughes and Jackie Gleason. Story of musicians
and their neglected wives with lots of that

famous Miller music: ‘I've Got s Gal in
Kalarmazogo,” At Last,” ‘‘Serenade in Blue”
and more.

be found at the end of this quiz. The number
of the chapter in which sach answer may be
heard is also noted. Multiple guestions must
be answered in full to be counted correct.

If you're a veteran listener, you probably
think you'll be able to answer at least half
of these guestions. But if you can answer any
more than four guestions correctly, count it
as a low-grade miracle; Melissa must have bean
helping youl

Here are the questions:

1. {al What word did Judy Barton have
trouble spelling on her Christmas list?

{b) What word did she decide to use
instead?

2. Who owned the large ald trunk in the
attic in which Judy and Jimmy first found the
Cinnamon Bear? :

3. What was the Crazyquilt Dragon’s
heart made of?

4. What did the Crazyquilt Dragon eat
to help him stay bouyant?

5, What foreign language could the
Inkaboos speak?

6. What was the Cinnamon Bear's exact
nationality?

7. What kind of lollipops does the Crazy-
quilt Dragon favor?

THE CINNAMON BEAR
Classic Christmas Story
for Children of All Ages!

The exciting adventures of Judy
and Jimmy Barton, who <an’t find
the Silver Star for the top of their
Chrizstmas tree.

While searching for it in their at-
tic, they meet Paddy O’Cinnamon,
the Cinnamon Bear who offers to
help. The Cinnamon Bear shows Judy
and Jimmy how to “'de-grow™ and
then takes them with him on one
thrilting adventure after another seek-
ing the Silver Star.

Along the way, they meet Willy
the Stork, the Crazy Quili Dragon,
Samuel the Seal, Wesley the Wailing
Whate, Penelope the Pelican, Captain
Taffy and the Pirates on the Island of
Obie, the Roly Poly Policeman, the
Wintergreen Witch, Fee Foo the
friendly giant, Melissa, the Queen of
Mayhe Land, Snacker Snick the (roc-
odile, the Cowboys from the Lolli-
op Hills, the Singing Tree in (he
;olden Grove, Nicky %modle in the
Land of Ekce and Snow, Irck Frost
and finatly, Santa Clans himself!

8. What was unusual about the Crazyquilt
Bragon's sleeping habits?
9. What color was the
Dragon's ear?
10, {a) What foreign language did the
Grand Wunkes speak to Melissa’s throne room
door?

Crazyquilt

{b} Exactly what did he say?
{e) And what did it mean?

11. What is the location of the Wishing
Wood?

12. Judy Barton tried to bribe both the
Wintergreen Witch and the Chief Cock and
Bottie-Washer of the Muddiers with one of
her possessions. What was it?

13. {a) Who had the honor of starting off
the Candy Pirates’ rousing song?

{b) Who led the Cockleburr Cowboys
in their song?

14, On their way to meet Santa Claus,
Jimmy and Judy encountered a talking snow-
man wilh a fondness for strawberry snow-
cones, The snowman sounded remarkably
like what famous film comedian?

15, Judy and Jimmy Barton and Santa’s
heiper Nicky Froodle all wore the same size
(9%} in what type of garment?

ANSWERS

. on page
22
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A COMPLETE PHOTO HISTORY BOOK

Riverview

1904-1967
Gone But Not Forgotten

By Chuck Wlodarczyk
The Story of the

“"World's Largest Amusement Park”
Western and Belmont Avenue, Chicago, lllinois

OVER 100 PAGES — 8% x 11 —PAPER BACK BOOK

Hundreds of photos.. tickets.. blue-
prints  of park  rides..memories.
. For 64 vyears Riverview Park
i thritled  people  with  its  ex-
citing rides: The Bobs, Chutes,
Pair-0-Chutes. Everyone laughed
their troubles away at Riverview!
This book is a photo history
that will bring hack the good old
days of Riverview.

9‘95

Available at
! xs©
o
5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD, CHICAGO 736-4133
WE'RE CPEN! COME IN AND BROWSE
Monday-Friday 11-5:30  Saturday 10-7:30 Sunday 12-5
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“School Time” Returns

By MARY ESTHER MOULTON

Will radio revolutionize school teaching? It's too svon to

tell, but letters of appreciation are pouring in as this

unique WLS program begins its third year . . .

REPRINT from RURAL RADIO, November, 1938

PROGRAM that fulfills an
A obligation . . . a program

that does a job . . . without

commercialism of any sort.
That is what they say about WLS
School Time, and above is one of hun-
dreds of letters that have heen. re-
ceived from listeners.

This program is directed toward
children, but it is also planned for
the teacher and the clder person who
is interested in broadening his ex-
perience,

Radio is a mew tocl in education.
It can never replace the teacher but
it should be her valued ally. With a
radic in the classroom the teacher
can have the children listen to an
jnteresting  educational program.
Radio to achool children is a recrea-
tion. They will listen to it with a
great deal of enjoyment. ERadio ean
be used to great advantage by teach-
ers and pupils.

WLS School Time gives you fine
music, good artists, up-te-the minute
news events, acquaintances with new
radio‘personalities and a wealth of
experience.

Mr, Orleman, assistant treasurer of
WLS-Prairie Farmer explains it this
way., When School Time teck a tour
through a steel plant, one of the high
officials of the company conducted the
tour. He described the different pre-
cesses, showed them the steel bar
coming out of the furnace, white hot.
It was an expert description.

Mr, Orleman said, “It was the most
dramatic thing I've ever heard. Few
people wvisiting a steel plant eould
have had such a perzonally conduoeted
tour. Few people who worked in the

plant could have had that experience.”

Radio can do a great deal that
nothing else can do.

Perhaps the best recommendation
for WLES School Time is its director,
Harriet Hester. Her career has made
her perfectly suited to her job as edu-
cational director at WLS. For the
paszt eight years she has had much to
do with rural edueation. It has been
her hobby and her work.

About eight years ago Mrs. Hester
lived in a little town of about 200
people. Some of her neighbors came
to her one day saying they didn’t feel
that their children were getting
encugh musical education. Mrs. Hes-
ter, an accomplished musician, took up
the suggestion, went to the school
boards with a plan, and soon started
going around to one-room country
schools teaching musie to the chil-
dren. Boon she had a number of
schools on her list.

Five years ago, she took over the
Winnebago county supervisorship of
music education. In this county there
are more than one hundred distriets
of which 77 are one-room schools.
Mrs. Hester had charge of all these
schools. Some of them had as few as
three pupils and some had 23. She
taught all grades.

At first there were many schools
which did not have pianos, but she
undertook to replace instruments and
furnish new ones, until now there are
only four schools in the county which
don’t have good piancs. She has
placed 32 of them in Winnebago
county.

Mrs. Hester's husband is Superin-
tendent of Schools at New DMilford,
IMinois. They have a ten-year-old
daughtet and are, of course, very
much interested in education for her
spke. Harriet herself has been an ae-
tive member in PTA groups for thir-

Continued . . .
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“SCHOOL TIME”

teen years. They have lived in rural
areas most of their lives, Never
daunted by lack of plentiful equip-
ment, Mrs. Hester is used to doing
creative things in the schools. During
her regime as county music super-
visor 12 schools in Winnebago County
received Superior rating by the State
Department.

Now Mrs. Hester has turned to a
new method of teaching, She is edu-
cational director of WIS and School
Time is her special work. She has a

sweet clear wvoice and has many ex-
citing and sownd ideas. On Monday
Mrs. Hester conduets a musieal pro-
gram, “Music in America.” On Tues-
day Julian Bentley discusses current
events. Wednesday is devoted fo so-
cial studies, the World in Which We
Live concerned with business and in-
dustry and personal relationships,
Thursday is “Little Lessons for Little
Folks.” John Strohm, assistant edi-
tor of Prairie takes you on TFriday
into other eountries where he has
been reeently. School Time goes on
the air every day except Saturday
and Sunday at 1:00 P.M. It is a well-
rounded program, enjoyable and sin-
cere.

School Time is not intended to re-
place the teacher. It is intended to
aid her., Her co-operation and sug-
gestions are solicited. School Time is
carried on in line with modern educa-
tional theory. It is designed to serve
the needs of the school-room teacher.
The expression of her desires is wel-
come at all times.

School Time is not a new program.
It has been on WIS two years this
being the third. But it 4¢ a program
constantly improved by the sugges-
tions of listeners and by experience
added to each day. The program is
unsponsored—a deliberate move on
the part of WLS officials, who want
no other remuneration than the good
it is doing.

Last year some 1200 schoels tuned
in on WLS School Time. That num-
ber is constantly inereasing. At the
beginning of this fall semester WLS
received hundreds of encouraging and
appreciative letters. On one Thursday
Mrs. Hester sugpgested that the chil-
dren listening draw freehand pictures
of the mythical twins, Polly and Pat
under the apple tree that her story
for the day described. Her desk was
soon piled high with pictures of apple
trees.
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THE GINNAMON BEAR

ANSWERS:

. la} Velocipede; (b} Tricycle.
(Chapter 1]).
. Ungle Jed {Chapter 1)
. Red yarn. {Chapter 4)
. Corks. {Chapter 4}
French. They shout ‘‘oyez, oyez,
oyez!” at the beginning of the trial; this is
French for “hear ye, hear ye, hear ye!l”
{Chapter 4}
6. “Slightly irish.” {Chapter 1}
7. Loganberry loliipops, (Chapter 7}
8. He habitually slept with his eyes open.
{Chapter 12}
9. Blue and orange. [Chapter 12}
10. {a} French—because it was a French
Ooor?
{b) “Quvrez ta porte!"" ;
(c) “Open the door!l” [Chapter 14}
11, Directly north of the Marshmallow
Meacdows as the crow doesn’t fly. {Chapter
14)
12. Her pocket mirror. {Chapter 18}
13. ta) Barnaby Bright;
(b} Glow-worm Gus. {Chapters 7 and

—y

LSRN

19)
14. W.C. Fields. {Chapter 21}
15. Fur suit {Chapter 22)

GRADING SCALE:

15 correct—Superior!  Congratulations)
You've just won a month’s vacation in Maybe-
tand. You'll be flown there by Cinnamen Bear
Airlines—provided you supply the soda pon.

10 to 14 correct—Excellent! You win a
weekend with the Candy Pirates. {The Manage-
ment is not responsible for aching fillings;
please supply your gwn Tums,

5 to 9 correct—Very Good! Santa's toy
soldiers wiil make an appearance in your
home December 24 to sing “"The Christrmas
Tree Parade.”"

2 to 4 correct—Average. This year, listen
1o the details.

1 correct—Fair. You've spent too much
time underneath the Singing Tree,

0 correct—Poor. You win a year's vacation
at the Wintergreen Hilton in Looking Glass
Valley.

RADIO SMASH

RTHUR GODFREY is still pinching

himself to see if it's all quite true. For

his sudden storvbook rise to fame has
been one of those things that happen so scl-
dom as to seem almost unbelievable when
they do. Behind his experience however, is the
very substantial support of one Waller Win-
chell, who picked Godfrey out of thin air and
catapulted him to outstanding success in no
longer time than it takes to snap a finger.

And the most amazing part of it 15, that
Godfrey got where he is today by being a bad
boy—by breaking all the ruies!

It secmed that Godfrey had to run away
from Broadway to make a success on Broad-
way—seventeen years later. At fourteen he left
his native Manhattan and fibbed his way into
the navy. That started a career of roving and
adventure. A bit of this and a bit of that
finally -led him into radio, as announcér with
a Washington, D. C. station.

And then, just a little over a year ago, he
began to break the rules. Much of his work
consisted of announcing morning programs of
Victrola records, with him making commercial
announcements between records. Every listen-
er has heard this type of program. Put on by
a clever and original-minded man, it can be
extremely entertaining, as Godfrey later was to
prove. But all too often it is dull.

Arthur decided that his program WAS
dull, and he set out to do something about it.
He began kidding the sponsors, whose adver.
tisements he read. Only those who have worked
in a radio studio know what a risky thing that
is! But you can just imagine the roving, rest-
less jack-of-all-trades, Godfrey, not caring much
‘whether he got fired. The advertisements were
uninteresting? Very well, he'd make a monkey
of them. So he reasaned. The records he had to

lay were ofd, musical chestnuts? Very well,
e'd smash the records! And he did, not once
but many times—snatching the spinning disks
from the phonograph turntables, he would dash
them to the floor and dance on them, while
explaining to delighted listeners that it was
about time such monstrosities were destroyed
anyway! He threw in his own vocal choruses,
sound effects and any other novelties that
popped into his head at the time other records
‘were being plaved.

And the result? Nothing could demonstrate
more clearly the swiftness with which radio is
changing and developing under the free initia-
tive of the American system, than the tre-
mendous response Godfrey received.  Almost
overnight he found himself with an immense
following of listeners.

Last January 15, Arthur joined the an-
nouncing staff at WJ5V, the CBS outlet in
Washington, where he continued his spontane-
ous fun on the Sun Dial program, heard locally
there from 7 to @ a. m. siX mornings a week,
A few days after he started there he was asked

to put on a special performance of the Sun
Dial show from [ to 9 a. m.—an eight-hour
trick!

During those eight hours, all unknown to
Godfrey, Fate was weighing him in the palm
of its hand! If he had just looked upon that
eight hours of work as a feat of mental and
physical endurance, Arthur might still be do-
ing his Sun Dial trick six days a week. But
ta him it was amusing good fun, and he threw
himself inta it with a chuckle,

Miles away in New York, Walter Winchelt
began to fiddle with his short wave radio set
at about four o'clock in the morning.  Short
wave experimentation {5 a hobby with Win-
chell. Around the black horizon, in Washing-
ton, Arthur Godfrey was happily ad-libbing
and playing his pranks. Walter had just come
in from one of his nocturnal rounds of Broad-
way. He yawned and twirled his dijal.

Out of the night came the fresh voice of
a_young man—an original young man who ob-
viously was enjoying himself. Winchell stopped
Kawnmg when he heard. For five solid hours
e sat and listened to Godfrey's ad-lib wit-
ticisms. And at the end of the program he
telephoned the announcer in Washington to
offer his congratulations on achieving soime-
thing new and fresh at the microphone.

Arthur thought he was being ribbed at
first. Why should the great Walter Winchell
call bim up?—He was still a bit skeptical until
he saw the rave write-up about himself in the
renowned Winchell column a day or so later.

Then things began happening fast, and on
January 26, Godfrey was in New York sign-
ing his name to a Columbia centract, after a
successful audition promoted for him by the
columnist, Before long he was doing some four-
teen shows a week, mncluding one set of pro-
grams over the entire CBS network; the Met-
ropolitan Parade and other CBS sustaining
programs; and his six weekly Sun Dial broad-
casts in Washington. Most of those he an-
nounces from the CBS studios in New York,
whence they are “piped” to Washington to be
broadcast. .

And one morning Winchell came "through
the pipe”! Washington listeners were aston-
ished, early in March, to hear the familiar
Winchell twang making a duet out of the
Codfrey solo. What had happened was that
Winchell, who broadcasts for a fancy price on
the oppesition network, dropped up to CBS
to see his protege at work. Godfrey escorted
his patron to a mike, and the two of them
ad-libbed for three-quarters of an hour, dur-
ing which Winchell sang, whistled, “rikbed"
Godfrey and did a lot of things he never had
thought ‘of doing before any microphone

Godfrey is truly Waller Winchell's “white-
haired boy” for now he is his pal as well as
his protege. A great friendship has sprung up
between them.
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GET A

NOSTALCGIA CLADPEHIC

TO DECORATE YOUR MEMORY...
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¢ JUDY GARLAND © SHERLOCK HOLMES

: Each print is 17" x 22", lithographed on quality stock,
! perfect for framing, decorating or gift giving.

Enclosed is my remittance
{ chack maoney arder) for 8

For each print send:

Please send ma printls) as indicated balow,

What woutd a
student of physiog- 10!

nemy say of Arthur
Godfrey, protege of Wal.
ter  Winchel!? Kote the
lert eye, the strong nose, the
firm chin. Do you find ovigs
inality in his fate?

REPRINT from RADIQO GUIDE, April 14, 1934
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BERWYN—Please refer 1o July-August issue of
Mostalgia Mewsleiter, Motes from the Band-
stand fabout bandleader Tommy Dorsey}
by Karl Fearson, Plegse tell these guys to do
some research before making public statements
such as “And fifth, Jack Leonard left the band.
Hiz replacement was a young. kid out of the
Harry James orchestra. His name: Frank
Sinatra.” This statement is in error and | ought
to know, [ was there with the Dorsey band in
October, 1939, This passage should read
“Jack Leonard was still with the band for a
few days when ALLAN DE WITT, a Chicago
vocalist and musician, replaced him. Frank
Sinatra did not replace Allan DeWitt "til Febru-
ary of 1940 at Milwaukee's Riverside Theatre.
Allan DeWitt replaced Frank Sinatra later in
Mew York City and Boston due to his illness
and a possible word argament with Dorsey.”
| must admit, however, kr. Pearson was ab-
solutely right in his comment about Stuart
Foster: “When Dorsey added Stuart in 1945
his hallads were among the best.” He also
should have stated that Stuart Foster was by
far the best wvocalist that Dorsey ever had
and that includes Frank Sinatra! One addition:
Buddy Rich replaced a fine drummer, Cliff
Lehman, in November of 1939, Edith Wright
was replaced at the Palmer House by Anita
Boyer in 1939. |'ve had my say.—ALLAN
DE WITT.

PONTIAC, ILL.—|'m getting quite a few letters
regarding the article | wrote on our star, Patsy
Montana {September Mews|etter). The reaction
has bean great and, hopefully, we will receive
some new members from that exposure, |
enjoyed seeing my article in grint — you did
a very good job with it! | know where you got
the inset {photo): a WLS Family Album circa
1936!—-AUSTIN A, FINKENBINDER.

{ED. MNOTE—-Thanks for wyour comments.
For your article you're getting a lifetime
subscription to the MNewsletter. The circular
inset photo came from a 1938 Rural Radio
magazine, not a WLS Family Album.

GLENVIEW—Sc glad you are an officer of
North West Federal. We have several accounts
there and feel good that you are on the staff
watching over our accounts! We are glad
for the pictures of Ravinia Park {September
News|etter). We were among the 10,000 but
had to sit ‘way back. What a beautiful surmmer
evening to enjoy the best concert of the season.
You were a perfect choice for emcee. Glad |
got to tape your very last morning program.
If we ewver move away or retire, | can listen to
my own “old time radio” program again,

—RUTH BLOCK.

DES PLAINES--I| wonder if you can help me.
in the MNewsletter ad about the Riverview
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book, how can | go about getting it through
the mail? With enclosed postage, of course.
Please let me know.—~MRS. C. PROVENZANQ.
{ED. NOTE—We'll be happy to send you the
Riverview book by mail if you will add $1
for postage and handling. Send your check
for a total of $10.85 to the M-G-M Shop,
5941 W. |rving Park Road, Chicago, 60634,

QOAK FOREST-Two movie theatres that
loomed large in my young fife were the Calo
on north Clark street and the Rosewood on
west  Montrose avenue. The Rosewood (it
seemed! always had triple features and you
could be admitted at the Calo for nine cents.
Those were the days! Of course, the Uptown
and the Riviera were for special occasions
and you stood patiently in line, ready to pay
25 cents admission. Does anyone remember
when the Uptown brought back the stage
show? | recall seeing Mel Torme as one of the
featured attractions.

Yes, Chuck, there really was a BUGG
Theatre on north Damen avenue just south
of Irving Park Road. My recollection is of
seeing a Wallace Beery film there some time in
the wvery early 1940s. | hawve fond memories
of the Marth Center, the Davis, the Liberty,
the Julian f{where you were admonished to
check vyou cap pistol at the doorl), the
Ardmore on west Argyle, and the Temple
Theatre on north Clark street, Does anyone
really remember the Temple?

My father was a trainman for the Chicago
Rapid Transit Company wuntil about 1935
ar 1936. | was always fascinated by the names
of some of the ({now extinct) branches:
Kenwood, Stock Yards, Normal Park. At that
time each elevated train had a conductor
and a trainman for EACH car, During the
Eucharistic Congress at Mundelein in 1926,
the crush of people was so great that the much
lighter CRT cars were used to transport peopie
to and fram Chicage in addition to the regular
North Shore interurban cars —JOHN F, QUINN.
[ED. NOTE—Thanks for the memories.)

WILMETTE-~As a relative newcormner to the
Chicago area (I arrived in June from Georgial,
I was pleasantly surprised while tuning the
FM dial last Saturday afterngon to stumble
acrogs your show. Through television is king
today, | am one of those who has never been

e
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e r e e e e

able to get over hislove affair with radio, and
it’s great to hear the old shows again. In fact,
the anby things | enioy more than old radio
shows are old movies, and the soundtracks
therefrom. I'm looking forward to wisiting
WMetro Golden Memaories — that is, if { can find
the place! The generally high guality of radio
in this area has heen one of the more pleasant
surprises  l've experienced. Your show, of
course, is especially enjoyable, as is the. fine
jazz  played nightly on WHNUR-FM  and
WBEZ-FM. Keep up the good work.—JACK
BOWERS.

A
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OAK FOREST—We miss you on the weekday
maorning show. Another gentleman has taken
your spot — but not your place. We still keep
our ear tuned on Saturdays whenever possible.
Do you ever record a whole Saturday afterncon
show for sale? We missed the Jack Benny and
Fred Allen special on Septermber 10th and
would fike to buy the recording if it is available.
Thanks for many wonderful memories.
—~DOROTHY MORITZ.

{ED. NOTE—We do make tape recordings of
all our Saturday afternoon Those Were The
Days broadcasts. {In fact, we have an aircheck
of each and every ane of our Saturday shows
since we began in May, 1970.} From time to
time we arc asked if we can provide a copy of
a spacific show for someone who has missed
it. We're glad to help if we can. But, we can
anly prepare copies of our complete, four-
hour Saturday show on open reel tape {not
cassettes), racorded four-track mono at 3% ips.
We'll provide the tape and send it to you for
a recording service charge of $20 per broad-
cast. If that amount doesn’t discourage you,
we'tl be happy to obtige. See how much money
you can save every week by staying home to
listen to our vintage broadcastsl)

Did Time Radio Music Box
Plays “Happy Days Are Hers
Again,” 315 high,

=399

5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD, CHICAGO 736-4133
WE'RE OPEN! COME iN AND BROWSE
Monday-Friday 11-5:30  Saturday 10-7:30  Sunday 12.5
BOOKS « MAGAZINES - LECOEDS -TADFS
CALLDS - GIFTS - GAMES « NOVELTIES
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This classified ad column will appear regularly in cur NOSTALGIA NEWSLETTER, We'll announce

anything you like

... to buy or sell or swap or trade, Use yvour imagination and reach out to others

who share your nostalgic interests. Ads, which should have a nostalgic subject matter, arz anly ten
cents per word (no charge for one-letter words) and must reach us by the 10th of the month to
appear in the following issue. Minimum ad is $7 and payment should accompany the ad, Also

include your telephone number}. Send ta NOSTALGIA NEWSLETTER, DIME STORE DEPT.

Box 421, Morton Grove, 60053,

MAX STEINER'S Magnificent Movie Music.
Over 130 scares on over 70 tapes, reel or cas-
sette. Demo 33.50 postpaid. Catalog  free.
Max Steiner Music Society Library, Dept.
NN, P.O. Box 1274, Kankakee, Iilinois 60901.
Like to hear pood barbershop barmony?
Well then come to the Town & Country
Barhershop Show, **A Sentimental Journey’,
an Nov. 1%, 1977 at Steven Mather High
School, 5835 Lincoln Ave. in Chicago at %:00
p.m. In addition to the Town & Country
Chotus, we will be featuring the 3rd place
1977 International mcdalists, The Vagabonds,
the 1976 District Champions, The Valley
Fourgers, and the 1977 2nd place medalists,
Begion 3 Sweet Adelines. Tickets are 54.00
for adults, $2.50 for children 12 & under.
The Afterglow will he held at La-Rays Executive
Caterers, 7225 N. Caldwell Ave., Niles, imme-
diately following the show. Tickets for the
Afterglow are $1.50 and can he hought only
with the purchase of show tickets. Tickets
are available from Alan Snopek, 671 Clayton
Lane, Des Ilaines, TL. 60316, Flease miake
checks payable to “T'own & Country Chapier™.
CHRISTMAS CAROL 3ING-A-LONG SLIDES
50¢ FACH. CUSTOM MADE SLIDES FROM
YOUR PHOTOS OR COPY $§1.00 EACH.
CALL 7632215,

COMING UP AT THE

MEMORY
CLUB

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd
SWEETHEARTS (1938} Neison Eddy and
Jeanerte MacDonald star in Victor Herbert's
classic musical comedy about two Broadway
gtars, fed up with the monotony of their
success, who decide to leave Broadway. Cast
includes Ray Bolger, Mischa Auer and Frank
Morgan. 1t's MGM's first Technicolar musicall

2% Nostalgia Newsletter

.

WANTED — Pre-1925 Radios and Spark
Equipment. Alsc early Ham gear. Old tubces
and parts. PEQUOD, 8520 Fernald, Morton
Grove, 3679161,

WANTED TO BUY - Paying up to $2.00 per
copy for pre-1957 issues of TV GUIDE, TV
FORFCAST, TV TIMES and other old Tele-
vision oriented magazines. Call Joe, 3816 W.
Lawrence Ave., Chicago, 60625, 583.5749,
WANTED --Historical books about Chicago.
Call Ken, 328-9585,

WANTED — General magazines, movie maga-
zines, movie-orienied shcet music. TV Guides
prior to 1965, Call Dave, 692-4532,

1'L). BUY ALL YOUR QLD I'LAYER PIANO
RCLLS. Mike Schwimmer, 835-2428. Tyen-
ings.

BANIO MUSIC for ALL OCCASIONS.
REFERENCES, CRAIG ELVIDGE, 423-2244,
OLD TIME RADIO PROGRAMS, ON FULL
HOUHR, HIGH FIDELITY, CASSFITE
RECORDINGS! A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT
IDEA! We arc a national company serving ali
50 states, Canada & Mexico, with AMERICA'S
BEST SOUND QUALITY! Our unique collec-
tion is not available from anoy other source!
Self-Addressed STAMPEL  Envelope  hrings
complete list, price information & FREEL
CASSETTE Offer! Acrmstrong Radio, Box
11400, Chicago, Hlinois 60611,

QLD RADIOD BROADCAST CHRISTMAS
SPT.CIALY 1940% & 1950's All-Star  Cast!
A full hour with: Stan Treberg (Green
Christmag), Jack Benny, I'red Allen, Bobh Hope,
Orgon Welles, Lionel Barrymore as Scrooge,
Edgar Bergen & Charlie McCarthy, Fibber
MeGee & Molly & much more! Songs by
Gene Autry, Mel Torme & Bing Crosby! This
SUPERIOR S0OUND QUALYTY, Tull Houwr,
cassette recording will delight your Family
every Christmas for years to come! A GREAT
GIFT 1IDEA! Not available elsewhere! Cassette
only $6.00. Christmas Special, Box 1400,
Chicago, Ulinois 60611,

e

‘shows we offer

Subscribe Now

por=!

i
L{,"/:;:‘wﬁﬂ“" "

for a FULL YEAR of
memotries, Page after page
of articles from and abeout the
good old days. PLUS the
complete schedule of vintage radio

To: NOSTALGIA NEWSLETTER, Box 421, Morten Grove, [ 60053

Please send a subscription to:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY & STATE
L1 year subscription $7

ZIP CODE
[ 2 year subscription $13

Begin with —isenclosed.

issue. My check for §____

O it’s a gift! Send a card to read:

vleewd: 000000
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THEJHALCIGLOSET;
CASSETTE TAPE FOR NOVEMBER

ABBOTT AND COSTELLO

THEIR BEST COMEDY ROUTINES

With Peter Lorre and Mr. Kitzel

THE HALL CLOSET
Box 421
MORTON GROVE, ILL. 60053

OR
Comics Bud Abbott and Lou Costello
GET YOUR in five of theit funniest comedy rou-
CASSETTE tines. {1} Who's Qn First, (2} Income
IN PERSON NO"P{EIDERAI. Tax Refund, (3) Sanitorium Skit
with guest Peter Lorre, {(4) The Vita-
AT ——~ |SAVINGS min Routine, and (5) The Salesman
CHICAGO — Skit with Mr, Kitzel. :
45901 W. Irving Park Road
SEWPSTER - ESCAPE

2454 Dempster Street, Des Plaines

HARLEM-IRVING —
4190 M. Harlern Avenue,
Harlem-Irving Plaza, Norridge

ALGONQUIN-GOLF

904 Algonquin Road,

Surrey Ridge Shopping Plaza,
Arlington Hagts.

%?Lus“'
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SET OF 3 CASSETTE TAPES

tre JACK BENNY

CHRISTMAS SHOW OF 1950

With Mury, Phil, Don, Dennis, Rochesver,
Mel Blanc and Mr, Kitzel

tre JIMMY DURANTE

CHRISTMAS SHOW OF 1947

Leinengen vs The Ants

You are isolated on a remote planta-
tion in the crawling Amazon jungle
and an immense army of ravenous
ants is closing in on you . .. swarm-
ing in to eat you alive ... a deadly
black army from which there is no
... Escape! A classic broadcast from
the Escape series.

1977

CHRISTMAS
TAPE
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e AMOS N ANDY

CHRISTMAS SHOW OF 1950

PRANK SINATRA - narimark
CHRISTMAS SHOW OF 1946

A True Story . .. "Room for a Stranger™

tue FIBBER MO GEE & MOLLY
CHRISTMAS SHOW OF 1949
With Gale Gordon and CHff Arquette

re BURNS AND ALLEN

e M

BUILD YOUR TAPE COLLECTIOM!
SET OF 3 CASSETTE TAPES

- 13

Order by mail from The Hall Closet
CHRISTMAS SHOW — 1940’s Box 421, Morton Grove, 60053. Or
get in person at any office of North

With Edna Mae Oliver and Paul Whiteman
SET OF 3 CASSETTE TAPES West Federal Savings or at the Metro-
2 Golden-Memories Shop.
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Christmas Tapes éW‘I‘J |

A

Hello, out there in Radioland!

‘6
Yes, these Casseties of the Month are still available at cach
FROM THE HALL CLOSET » BOX 421 + MORTON GROVE, 1L 60053

9. CHARLES DICKENS’ “A CHRISTMAS CARQL"
gu&ub starring Lionel Barrymaore as Scrooge in this

‘151“h hour-long version of the story as presented
h‘“ on the Campbell Playhouse of December 24,
) 1539, Orson Welles narrates the holiday

classic,
21.MIRACLE ON 34th STREET—from the Lux

MIMCLE a” 34”; STREET Radio Theatre. Edmund Gwean stars as Kris

Kringle, Macy's Departrment Store Santa

ATULSION e cnape conma srarin e
GALAT GILDERSLERIE

QZZIE ANDBARRIET

GREAT GILDERSLEEVE — "Why the Chimes
Rang™ Gildy's classic holiday program.

65. ADVENTURES OF DZ2ZI1E AND HARRIET —
The MNelson’s decide on a family gift for
Christmas. A new radio-phonograph.

FIRST NIGHTER — "Little Town of Bethlehem'
with Barbara Luddy and Qlan Soule.

G6. GREAT CHRISTMAS COMEDY — Edgar Bergen
and Charlie McCarthy: Charlie recites "The
Might Before Christmas” . . . Bob Hope and
Frank Sinatra: Floorwalkers at a Christmas
Department Store . . . Jack Benny and Fred
Allen: Shopping for gifts in Bargain Basement
. . . The Mighty Allen Art Players; S1. Nick
refuses to make his trip this year!

67. DUFFY’'S TAVERBN — "A Christmas Visitor' is
the guest in the Tavern as Archie the Manager
learns the meaning of the MHoliday.

THIS I5 ¥YOUR F.B.l. -- “The Return of St
Nick.'

THE CINNAMON BEAR—26 exciting, conse-
cutive chapters ol the delightful
THE clNNAMﬂN BEAE Christmas eclassic for children of all
ages., Paddy C'Cinnamon  and  his
Ay 47 friends Judy and Jimmy travel 1o
.? % Maybe Land in search of the silver

gtar for their Christmas Trea,

Compiete set of

& cassetles . . . .. . SPECIAL: $24.00
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FIRST CLASS MAIL e

DOOKES « MACAZINES - LECOLES -TAETS

CALLS - CIFTS - CAMES - NOVELTIES
Produced & Directed by Dave Denwood & Chuck Schaden

5941 W. IRVING PARK ROAD, CHICAGO 736-4133
WE'RE OPEN! COME IN AND BROWSE
Monday-Friday 11-5:30  Saturday 10-7:30  Sunday 12-5



