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THE CAST AND CREATOR OF FIBRBER MC GEE AND MOLLY — among the best known
stars of the Golden Age of Radio. Jim and Marion Jordan made their debut as Fibber and Molly
in Chicago on NBC on April 16, 193%. The show, which was originally given a 26-week trial run,
became une of the all-time hits and continued as a 30-minute success until June 30, 1953. The
Squire of Wistful Vista and his wife appeared in a five-a-week t5-minute version until 1957,
followed by a series of five-minute McGee and Meolly sketches on NBC's Monitor until 1960.

Ed



RADIO’S FIRST

FREE ENTERPRISE MAKES AMERICAN

REPRINT from TUNE IN MAGAZINE, NOVEMBER, 1945

by PAUL GARDNER

MERICA has many things of which it

may be proud, the rwin heritages of
freedom and democracy, the spirit of
enterprise and the unparalleled growth
and expansion of the country in its short
period of independent existence.

However, nothing so epitomizes the
American “tradition as the advance of
radio which this Fall celebrates its
twenty-fifth anniveesary.

What has happened in that span is
almost unbelievable. From that first pip-
squeak broadcast of Frank Conrad in 2
Pittsburgh garage it 1920 has bur-
geoned -an industry which, with its con-
comitant interests, exceeds a six billion
doliar investment! That may only be
hay—but it's a lot of it

If anybody is of the opinion thar
radio, tike Topsy, just growed, they ate
mistzken. This phenomenal mediom was
laughed at, scorned, sidetracked, back-
tracked and plunged into chaos before
it found its head and cravelled forward
in a straight line. The story is onc
which each of America’s 55,000,000 set
owners should know,

Consad's broadcasting of the Hard-
ing-Cox clection’ returhs twenty-five
years ago is considered as the ofhcial
take-off of modemn radio bur there was
a2 long, hard row to hoe before the
Westinghouse engineer could announce

BOOK SIX

CHAPTER SEVEN

results to thousands of "hams” who sat
in assorted homes with earphones glued
to cheir heads. First of all, man had to
discover a lirtle ching called electriciry.

Back as far as 640 B.C. 2 Greek had
2 word for it, His mame was Thales of

Miletus. Thales discovercd there were
two kinds of friction—-one which causes
fights and the other which induced 2
certaln magic power in amber when it
was rubbed by silk. Thales was also
absorbed by the magnetic power of the
lodestone. The wise Greek thought char
same sort of spirit dwelt in chese bodies,
Little did he know how righr he was,
that one day these spints would be so
released that wich the turn of a dial a
whole world could listen e vowes
purred along by electricity,

However, not until the sixteenth cen-
tury did men really begin to tesearch
into electrical properties. And it was
not uatil 1867 that the first explorations
into the realm of radio began.

Men of many nations contributed to
the development of radio. It was an in-
rernational trail which led to Conrad's

garage.

First of all, James Clerk Maxwell, a
Scotch physicist, discovered the ether.
Heinrich Hertz, a German, produced
electric waves which travelled across 2
room. Edouarde Branly, a Frenchman,
invented a coherer, which detected 1n-
visible impulses and praceically made
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25 YEARS
BROADCASTING BEST IN THE WORLD

them say” “uncle.” Amenca’s Thomas
Alva Edison, England's John Ambrose
Fleming, Hungary's Michacl Pupin,
Russia's Alexander Popoff were among
others who strained mightily on the
road to the electrical conquest of the
intvistble air waves.

Finally, 1t was Itzhan-born Gugl-
elme Marconi, son of an Italian father
and an Irish mother, who unearthed the
clues to electrical communication with-
out wireless. When wireless telegraphy
was presented by Marconi in 1896 the
groundwork was laid for the twentieth
century miracle of radio.

Then it ok a tube to further spark
radio and we are not referring to the
well-known Hudson Tube which leads
from New York to New Jertsey. This
was the gnd tube invented by Lee De

Forest, an jowa boy whase father
wanted him to be a minister. Qnee De
Forest perfected that tube the electronic
revolution in radio was under way. The
possibilinies of radio, with new tubes of
every type. became infinite. Nowadays
200,000,000 radio-electron tubes  arc
manufactured annuaily

Buat along abow 1920 therc were
many probiéms_sti]l ta be solved, espe-
cially in regacd to transminting hroad.
casts. That 15 where Dr. Frank Conrad
entered the radio scene. He put up a
75-watt ttansmitter in his garage which
was something of a far cry from the
500,000 watt transmitters of our time,
But it served a purpose,

For while Conrad's broadcasts were
sporadic they generated tremeadous in-
terest. He began to get requests for cer-
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HISTORIC EVENT: KDKA, in Pirtsburgh, airs the Harding-Cox election reruins on November
2, 1920—helieved o he the hrsr “scheduled” (ot experimental) broadeast ever wade




RADIO’S FIRST 25 YEARS (continued]

tain records and the first thing you
know he was responding to request
programs, With the listener everything
was hit and miss. Men would spend
half the day and half the night trying
to tune in to America’s first station—
KDKA in Piusburgh. It was adventur-
ous stuff and sgon a department store
wok notice. One day this departmcnt
STOre placed an advertisement in-a local
newspapet advertising sets which would
be able to pick up Dr. Conrad’s broad-
casts.

That was when H. P. Davis, then
Westinghouse vice-president: in charge
of radio research, was sold on radio
took, line, sinker and anceiha. He
excitedly called Conrad into his office
and declared thar the hope of radio lay
in the sale and manufacture of radio
receivers. Then the infant industry must
provide interesting programs which
would stimulate the appetite of the
ltstentng public,

Actual reactions from the public con-
firmed Davis’ views, Davis went on to
become chairman of the board of the
Nationai Broadcasting Company.

But there was no NBC nor any other
sort of nerwork when the radio’ gold
rush began in 1920. Here was the gen-
eral picture at the moment. There were
about 5,000 sets in existence and there
were about 5,000 people employed in
ajl phases of radio as contrasted to the
372,000 and more today. Yet it was
apparent that the boom was soon to be
on. People tried to get 1n on the
ground floor—the broadcasting end of
it. And thar was where a real knock-
down-drag-out fight started in radio.

To understand what happened you

must be aware that the radio dial is
spanned from 550 to 1600 kilocycles.
They call this the broadcasting band.

Its nature—even it you spell it back-
wards ~~1s how the band runs. All
in all, there are 106 radio pathways on
the band and nowadays there are a few
more than goo stations which must be
charted through these bands. With an
intelligent guiding body everything can
be routed neatly encugh, with each
station being told over which pathway
it can send its program as well as being
informed as to how many hours a day
it may operate and what power it may

use. The Federal Communications Com-
mission attends to that.

Until 1927, though no one bothered
with things like this, Tt was believed
thar the Secretaty of Commerce would
have jurisdiction over radio bur when
this was beaten in court the airwaves
ran riot. Thus, when from 1920 to 1924,
radio stations jumped in number from
1 to 1400, the situation on the ether
was driving many listeners to take ether.
Furthermore, there was no regulation
on new stations, Whether you were
financially, mentally, morally, psycho-

{ogically or technically sound, made no
difference. The air was so deluged with
static, mix-ups and noise thar the aver-
age listener thought he was eavesdrop-
ping on one of the more hectic sessions
of Congress—he couldn’c make head nor
tail of .

Bad things, likc good, must come to
an end. In rg27 Congress itself looked
into the matter of airwaves and, per
haps jealous of the right to have a
monopoly on confusion, it set up the
first Federal Radio Commission. This,
in turn, was supplanted by the FCC in

1934.

What the FCC does is o adjust the
martter of radio frequencies and to see
that the technical regulations are main.

RADIO OWES MUCH to the late Dr, Frank Conrad, pioneet i the held of radio ransmussion—
whoe conducted so many suceessful early \experiments in his Pitshurgh taboratory.

tained. The FCC has no power to order
whar can or cannor be said over the air.

It has no power to deny freedom of
speech in radio. Candidates of recog-
nized political ‘parties must he granted
equal facilities by all radio stations. In
otder to see that its technical mandates
ate  obeyed, the Commission (ssues
licenses for six-month periods.

In most countries radio is govern-
ment controlled, the ofhicials of che
country feeding its lisceners whar it
thinks is fi. The British Broadcasting
Company is generally dccepted as out-
standing in this group but when fascism
rears ws grisly head a4 government
controlled radio can be a cerrible
weapon to thwart the thinking of men.
In American radio, private industry
calls the turn on the diai

To supplement this-—and therc has
been much criticism of the overlarding

of commercials—-cach stanion must, by
law, sponsor a certain pumber of pub-
lic service programs. American radio
has done itself proud in this respect.
No higher testimonial has ever been
given to a man, and ar the cost of a
fortune of money, than American radio
tendered to the late President Roosc-
velt upon his deach.

If American radio is to continue along
its successful path i must correctly
judge what the public wants. This it
eéndeavours to do by smdying fan mail,
the Crossley-Hooper ratings of audience
reactien, and che sales resulting from
sponsored programs. Trained armies of
investigators and rescarchers are con-
stantly checking on public reaction. You
would be surprised how seriously each
condemnation  Or  criticism i taken

Radm now starts the second twepty

nve years of its metcoric lile. To those
who have been born within the past



RADIO’S FIRST 25 YEARS ({continued)

generation it must seem that radio was
with us forever. But in 1920 it would
have required a crystal bail w foresee
what the crystal sets were going to grow
up to be,

Coutd anybody have visualized a
George Hicks broadcasting as American
armies swept the Normandy beaches on
D-Day? Could anybody have foreseen
the popularity of an Amos and Andy,
a Kate Smucth, a Jack Benny, a Bing
Crosby, a Bob Hope, a steady procession
of favorites who command millions of
listencrs with fluent chatter into the
microphone ? The Philharmonic, Tosca-
nini, Towa Meeting of the Air . .

American radio is as diverse as the many
interests of Americans themselves,

But American radio must never grow
complacent. If a World War [l is to
be avoided, American radio .musc play
a part i fending off the carastrophe. It
is only an informed people, a people
aware of what is going on all over the
world, which can merit its franchise.
American radio, in its first twenty-five
years, has not found itself lacking. By
all indications, it does not intend 1o be
found wanting in the next ewenty-five,
or thereafter.

More power to it. And, by the way,
after those 500,000 watt transmitters,
bow much more power can they get?

LADIES' ROOM in the Westinghouse factory ac Newark, N. L, was W]Z's first studio.
Disguised with drapes, it was used uotil WJZ moved to permanent quarters in N, Y. €.

NOW! TWO STORES TO SERVE YOU

9004 Waukegan Road in Morton Grove
Two Blocks North of Dempster — 96b-7763

5941 W. lrving Park Road in Chicago
Just East of Austin — 736-4133

WE'RE OPEN — MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY Noon to 5 B.M.
SATURDAY 11 AM. to 5 P.M, SUNDAY Noon to 5 P.M,
{Irving Park Shop Remains Open to 7:30 P.M. SATURDAY)

COME IN AND BROWSE A WHILE. . . we have hundreds of old time radio shows on cassette,

8-track tape and LP records . . . plus books and magazines about the stars and days gone bye , |,
hig hand and personality recordings, original movie posters and magazines . . . movie star photos
and more, Your Master Charge or VISA card is welcome.
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SATURDAY, JULY 5th

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES (11-1-47}
Ralph Edwards emcees radic’s most famous
audience participation show — “If you don't
tell the truth, you'll have to pay the conse-
quences!” It's the fifth week of the Miss
Hush contest. Harlow Wilcox, announcer.
Duz, NBC. {9:00; 8:35;10:50}

MR. KEEN, TRACER OF LOS5T PERSONS
{10-6-43] ““The Case of the Man Who Invented
Death' stars Bennetr Kilpack as the kindly
old Tracer with Jim Kelly as Mike Clancy.
Anacin, Kolynos, CBS, (14:30; 14:30)
VILLAGE STORE {5-27-48) Jack Carson
stars with Ewve Arden, Verna Felton, Frank
DeVol and the orchestra, the Starlighters,
Jack gecides 1o become a partner in a country
radio station. Sealtest, NBC. (8:25; 11:2Q;
9:10}

DANNY KAYE SHOW

{3-15-46) Danny

helps Edward Everette Horton change his
image. Ertha Kitt, Butterfly McQueen,
announcer Dick Joy. AFRS rebroadcast.

{10:40; 8:56; 9:35}

THE FORTIES — Chapter 1 — a Pop Chronicles
ook at a fabulous decade: a sound barrage . ..
a texture of music and interviews mixed with
comments by host John Guiliand, saluting
American culture and rmedia of the decade of
the 40s. This first chapter includes music by
Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey, Jimmy Dorsey
and Lanny Ross, and features recoliections by
Bing Crosby, Helen O'Connell, Tex Beneke,
Patti Andrews and George T. Simon. KSFQ,
San Francisco, (20:55; 7:45)

THE FORTIES — Chapter 2 — the second
sggment of a 10-part loock at the fabulous
decadue. (12:10; 16:45)

SATURDAY, JULY 12th

JIMMY DURANTE SHOW (11-5-47} Guest
Bing Crosby joins regulars Candy <Candido,
Arthur Treacher and Howard Petrie. Rexall,
NBC. {7:50:9:20; 11:05}

DIMENSION X {4-15-50) “With Folded Hands”
is a science fiction drama about Mr. Underhill
and his domestic robots. Sustaining, NBC.
{13:40; 15:45}

JACK BENNY PROGRAM (10-28-561) Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Colman are guests. Eddie
Rochester Anderson, Phil Harris, Dennis Day,
Spartsmen.  Lucky Strike Cigarettes, CBS.
(18:15; 12:10)

EDDIE HOWARD AND HIS ORCHESTRA
{12-5-45) Remote broadcast from the Aragon

1:00 UNTIL S5:00
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1:00 UNTIL 5:00

A SUMMER FESTIVAL OF RADIO

Ballroom in Chicago. Tunes include “Thou
Swell,” “Put That Ring On My Finger,"”
“Sleepy Time Gal,”” and “Ragtime Cowboy
Joe.” Sustaining, WGN-Mutual. [9:20; 10:45;
5:45)

SUSPENSE (10-30-60) “The City That Was'
stars House Jamison in a murder mystery set
in Hollywood during the 1920s. Participating
sponsors, CBS. {7:45; 7.00;: 10:50)

THE FORTIES — Chapter 3 — Glenn Miiler's
“Blueberry  Hill,”"  “Pennsylvania 6-5000,"
Ella  Fitzgerald’s  “Imagination,” Tommy
Dorsey’s “Indian Summer.” Reminiscing with
Tex Beneke, Ray Eberle, Jimmy Van Husen,
{18:40; 11:40)

SATURDAY, JULY 19th

DRAGNET {6-15-50) Jack Webb stars as
Sgt. Joe Friday in the first anniversary broad-
cast of the popular police series. Barton
Yarborough is Friday's partner Ben Romerg.
Scores of lone women have been beaten and
robbed, but the victims have been unable o
identify the criminals, *"The documented
drama of an actual crime; the story of your
police force in action.” Fatima Cigarettes,
NBC. (16:45; 11:40)

BOB CROSBY AND HIS ORCHESTRA (4-29-
40) Remote broadeast from the famous Black-
hawk Restaurant in Chicago. Music includes
“Boogie Woogie Maxixe,” “Fools Rush In/”
“Jazz Me Blues'' {featuring Crosby and the
Bob Cats), and “Starhit Hour.”" Vocals by Bob
and Marion Mann, Sustaining WGN-MUTUAL.
{10:10Q; 8:05; 10:50)

OUR SPECIAL GUEST will be DON ROTH,
owner of the famed Blackhawk Restaurant
founded by his father, Otto A. Roth, sixty
years ago.

RAYMOND SCOTT AND HIS ORCHESTA
(11-24-40} Rermote broadcast from the Black-
hawk Restaurant., Vocals by Clyde Burke
and Jacqgueline Pennett. Selections include
“At An Arabian Hause Party,” “Our Love
Affair,” "“Huckleberry Duck,”” *“‘Four Beat
Shuffle.”” Sustaining, WGN-MUTUAL. (8:25:
9:25;11:00)

ADVENTURES OF ELLERY QUEEN (1240s)
A wealthy Greek businessman is suspected of
diamond smuggling.  Inspector Queen  calls

on his famous son Ellery to investigate. AFRS
rebroadceast. (9:42; 12:20}

THE FORTIES — Chapter & — A salute to Bing
Crosby and big band vocalists. Reminiscing
with Perry Como, Jimmy Yan Husen, Bina
Crosby, Helen Forest, Ray Eberle. {11:55;
14:00)

SATURDAY, JULY 26th

JUDY CANOVA SHOW (2-1247) Judy hopes
she’ll get a proposal of marriage and goes to
a radio answer man for advice. Cast includes
Mel Blane, Joe Kearns, Ruby Dandridge and
announcer  Verne Smith. Haloe Shampoo,
Palmolive, NBC. {12:18:6:35; 10:55)

DAVID HARDING, COUNTERSPY (8-30-29)
“Cold Blooded Professor.” Part 1 of a two-
part drama as Harding investigates a bank
rabbery.  Pepsi-Cola, ABC. {18:15; 9:23)

JACK BENNY PROGRAM {3-31-33) Very
early Benny broadcast with Mary Livingstone,
James Melton, Frank Biack and the orchestra.
Jack offers topical humor, Mary sings for the
first time on the air, and the cast performs a
parady of Mae Wast's fitm, *‘She Done Him
Wrong.” Chevrolet, NBC RED, (7:685: 8:15:
11:50)

DAVID HARDING, COUNTERSPY (9-1-49)
The conclusion of “Cold Blooded Professor.'
Harding wraps up the case. Pepsi-Cola, ABC.
{15:30; 13:.02)

A DATE WITH JUDY (3-1948) Louise
Erickson as Judy and Richard Grenna as her
boyfriend Oocgie Pringle. As Judy’s birthday
approaches, she decides to be more “sensible,”
more “mature.” AFRS rebroadeast. {13:30:
10:16)

THE FORTIES — Chapter § — Benny
Goodman's “Scatterbrain,” Tommy Dorsey’s
“Yes, Indeed,” the Ink Spots’ “Maybe,” the
Andrews Sisters” “Beat Me Daddy, Eight
to the Bar,” and recollections from Helen
Forrest, Johnny Mearcer, and Patti Andrews,
{15:50; 13:10)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2nd

PHILL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE SHOW (9-2549)
Phil's sponsor gives him an office so he can
keep track of him. Walter Tetley as Julius,
Eiliott Lewis as Frankie Remley, Gale Gordon
as Mr. Scott, the sponser. Rexall, NBC. {11:00;
10:35; 7:50)

CHALLENGE OF  THE YUKON (12-1-48)
Sgt. Preston {Paul Sutton} and his wonder dog
Yukon King investigate an explosion at a mine,
killing the owner. Quaker Puffed Wheat and
Rice {with model farm offer], ABC. {14:05;
15:50)

KOLLEGE OF MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE
{12-5-45} Kay Kyser, the old professor himself,
conducts a session of the Kollege from the
U.S. Naval Station in Corpus Christi, Texas.
Vocals by Michael Douglas and Georgia Carroll.
One of the quiz segments deals with radio
themes. AFRS rebroadcast. {(14:10; 13:40}
FIRST NIGHTER (1-29-43) “A Writer in
the Family’ stars Barbara lLuddy and Olan
Soule from the “little theatre off Time Square.”
Cast includes Hugh Studebaker, Paul Frees,
Arthur Q. Brian, Frank Worth and the orches-
tra, announcer Larry Keating. Campana
Products, CBS. (11:35:8:00; 10:05)

RED SKELTON SHOW (4-15-49} Red’s first
show in his new series for Tide Soap, which
alse sponsored him in his TV debut in 1951.
A situation comedy format with Red appearing
as Deadeye and Junior, the mean little kid.
Cast includes Verna Felton, Lurene Tuttle,
Pat McGeechan, annpuncer Rod O'Cannor,
David PRose and the orchestra, the Four
Knights. Tide, NBC. (12:55; 7:15; 9:40)

THE FORTIES -~ Chapter 8 — Abbott and
Costello, 8ing Crosby and Bob Hops, Glenn
Miller, the Pied Pipers, Tommy Dorsey, Frank
Sinatra. Memorics fram Patti Andrews, Bing
Croshy, Ray Eberle and Paula Kelly of the
Modernaires. {13:40; 13:15)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9th

MR. DISTRICT ATTORNMNEY {1940s! “Great
White Way Music Co.” stars Jay Jostyn as
Mr. DLA. with Len Doyle as Harrington and
Vicki Vola as Miss Miller. A song publishing con
game is investigated. AFRS rebroadeast.
F4:00; 8:15)

PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE SHOW {10-249}
Phil asks Frankie (Elliott Lewisl to pick out
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a car for Atlice. Rexail, NBC. (12:00; 6:45;
10:37)

SONGS BY SINATRA (1-23-46) Frank Sinatra
craoons for the bobby soxers in the audience
and coast-to-coast. Guest is Skiteh Henderson,
announcer is Marvin Miller. Otd Gold Cigarettes,
CBS. {9:50; 10:40; 5:10)

CHUCK SCHADEN interviews DICK “TWO
TON" BAKER in a telephone conversation
recorded September 27, 1972, “Two Ton™
recalls his Chicago broadcasting career. (16:00)
TWO TON BAKER SHOW {3-5-47} The heavy-
set  singer-pianist-comedian offers s guarter-
hour of rmusical entertainment from Chicago.
Sustaining, MUTUAL. {14:20)

BOSTON BLACKIE (1240s) Dick Kollmar
stars as the detective who is an “enemy to those
who make him an enemy; friend to those who
have no friends.” Blackie attends a fashion
show! Transcribed, syndicated. {(10:50; 15:564}
THE FORTIES — Chapter 7 — Music by Artie
Shaw, Jimmy Dorsey, Freddy Martin. Recol-
lections by George Simon, Helen Q'Connell,
Helen Forrest, Freddy Martin, Johnny Mercer,
{15:14Q; 15:35}

SATURDAY. AUGUST 16th

BOB HOPE SHOW (1953} Jane Russell and
Bing Crosby join ofd ski nose for some fun on
the “Road to MNew Orleans.” Vocals by
Margaret Whiting in this broadcast from San
Diego, California. AFRS rebroadcast. {10:00;
11:50)

CHUCK SCHADEN interviews band!eader
FREDDY MARTIN in a conversation recorded
October 21, 1970 at the Willowbrook Ballroom
in Western Springs. (14:20)

SPOTLIGHT BANDS (11-290-41}) Freddy
Martin and the orchestra, the Saturday night

1:00 UNTIL 5:00

“band of the week’ from San Francisco. A
rare pre-war Spotlight Band show with Martha
Tilton. Coca Cola, MUTUAL. {10:45; 10:05;
8:36)

PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE SHOW (10-9-49)
Phil finds a few grey hairs and Alice makes
an appointment for him at the beauty shop

“for a dye job. Frankie to the rescue! Rexall,

NBC. {11:560; 7:05; 9:50}

X MINUS ONE (12-28-65) “A Logic Named
Joe,” is a 1974 model logic machine which
does “‘everything” for you, Sustaining, NBC.
{14:55; 13:5b}

THE FORTIES — Chapter 8 — Recollections
by George Simon, Freddy Martin, Harry
James, Peggy Lee, Helen Forrest, Stan Kenton.
Music by Freddy Martin, Harry James, Sammy
Kaye, Kate Smith, Spike Jones. (10:15; 21:4Q)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23rd

FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY {8-23-43}
Jim and Marion Jordan in the first show of the
new season with Harlow Wilcox, Arthur Q.
Brian, Gale Gordon, Billty Mills and the Orches-
tra and the King’s Men. Written by Don Quinn
and Phil Leslie. Fibber decides to take Molly
to a movie. Johnson's Wax, NBC. [10:08;
10:47; 8:19)

GLAMOUR MANQR {1940s] Cliff Arguette
stars i a situation comedy written by Phil
Leslie. Arqguette visits the “'Breakfast in
Hollywood™™  radio  show. Guest is Tam
Breneman. Crisco, [vory Snow, ABC. {11:40:
6:45; 10:08)

HALLS OF VY ({1950s5) Ronald Colman
stars as William Todhunter Hall, president of
lvy College, in a series created by Don Quinn.
Caolman’s wife, Benita Hume appears as Hall's
wife Vicky, “the former Victoria Cromwell
of the English theatre.” Or. Spatzen applvs
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for a position on the faculty. Yoice of America
rebroadcast. (9:15; 15:20)

MOLLE"MYSTERY THEATRE (1940s) “The
Doctor and the Lunitic.” Host Jeffery Barnes
tells a modern tale of suspense, the story of
an unknown madman with a strange obsession.
Dan Ssymour announces, Moile®Shaving Creme,
NBC. {14:20; 15:20)

PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYESHOW {10-2349)
Phil and Alice are invited to a party given by
Mr. Scott, the sponsor. Phil loans Alice's new
dress to Remley. With Gale Gorden, Elliott
Lewis, Walter Tetley. Rexall, NBC. {8:15;
9:20;12:20)

THE FORTIES — Chapter 9 — A sound
montage from the war years. Hildegard sings
“Lili Marlene,” Harry James and Helen Forrest
perform | Don’t Want to Walk Without You,”
The Andrews Sisters and Glenn Miller present
“Don't 5it Under the Apple Tree,” Miller ofiers
“String of Pearls” and 'l Got a Gal in
Kalamazoo.” Memories by George Jessel,
Helen Forrest, Patti Andrews and Tex Beneke.
{19:25; 10:25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30th

PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE SHOW (10-30-
49) Frankie and Phil try to help Julius win
the girl he’s in love with. Rexall, NBC, {5:35;
10:05; 8:40)

MR. AND MRS. NORTH {(1-17-45) “Rurder
in a Crowd" starring Joseph Curtin and Alice
Frost as Pam and Jerry North. AFRS rebroad-
cast. {12:45; 12:50)

NEW ABBOTT AND COSTELLD SHOW
{10-1-47) Bud and Lou's first show for ABC,
broadeasting from the E! Capitan Theatre in
Hollywood. Announcer is Michael Roy, vocals
by Susan Miller and the Les Baxter Singers
{no orchestra on this show). Cast features
Frank Nefson. Sustaining, ABC. {15:00; 14:25}
CHUCK SCHADEN interviews JOHN V.,
LEIGH, former principal of James Giles School
in Norridge, in a conversation recorded on
March 8, 1976, {14:30)

VIC AND SADE (5-6-42) Vic is told by Sade
that Rush and his friends are going to start
a scrap drive for the war effort. Art Van
Harvey, Bernadine Flynn, Billy Idlieson, Crisco,
NBC. {13:20]

BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW (6-25-45) George
and Gracie with Harry Won Zell, Felix Mills
and the orchestra, Mel Blanc as the happy
postman. The couple prepare far a tour of
military hases. Swan Soap, CBS. (6:17; 10:40;
7:05)

THE FORTIES - Chapter 10 — Music by
Glenn  Miller, Harry James, Harace Heidt,
Alvino Rey and the King Sisters, and Kay
Kyser. Recollections by George Simon, Tex
Beneke, Harry James, Helen Forrest. {14:45;
12:00)
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NORTH WEST
FEDERAL
SAVINGS
COMING
ATTRACTIONS

If you have a fondness for the “good old days’ then you're invited to enjoy some nostalgic
programs at the North West Federa! Savings Community Center Auditorium, 48071 W. Irving Park
Road, Chicago. There's plenty of free parking in the large Jot on Dakin Street at the rear of the
NWF office or CTA transportation will take you to the door. Enter the Community Center thru
the parking lot. Visitors who arrive by CTA should walk south along the side of the NWF building,

then turn west to the entrance to the Center.

Most programs begin at 8 p.m. and doars to the auditorium open at 7:30 p.m. Proceeds

are donated to recognized charities.

ADVANCE TICKETS to these events, unless otherwise specified, are available at any office

of Narth West Federal Savings.

Here's the line-up of coming attractions for the weeks ahead:

SATURDAY, JULY Sth
INDEPENDENCE DAY WEEKEND —
NO PROGRAMMING

SATURDAY,JULY 12th — 8 P.M.
BALALAIKA (1939) Nelson Eddy and liona
Massey star with Charles Ruggles, Frank
Morgan, Lionel Atwell in an operetta set in
Russia during World War | at the time of the
revolution. PLUS color cartoon and Fox
Movietone newsreel. ($1.25)

SATURDAY, JULY 19th -8 P.M.
GOING HOLLYWQOD (1933) Bing Croshy,
Marion Davies, Fifi D'Orsay, Stuart Erwin,
Patsy Kelly, Ned Sparks. An avid and adorning
fan falls hopelessly in love with her favorite
crooner and soon finds herself signed on as
his leading lady. 8ing sings '‘Temptation'
and other songs. PLUS color cartoon and Fox
Moviegtone newsreel. ($1.25)

SATURDAY, JULY 26th — 8 P.\M.
GEORGE WHITE'S SCANPALS (1945} Jack
Haley and Joan Davis with Phillip Terry,
Martha Holliday and Jane Greer. Musical
comedy and variety with tots of great slapstick
set backstage at the Scandals. PLUS eolor
cartoon and Fox Movietone newsreel. ($1,25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2nd — 8P.M,
ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQUARE (1939)
Alice Faye, Al Jolson, Tyrone Power, William
Frawley, Horace MacMshon. Al and Alice
sing some of the most memarable songs of the
twenties in  this thinly disguised musical
biography of Fanny Brice. PLUS colar cartoon
and Fox Movietane newsreel. ($1.25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 9th — 8 P.M.
DOWN ARGENTINE WAY (1940} Betty
Grable, Don Ameche, Carmen Miranda,
Charlotte Greenwood, J. Carrol Naish. This
Technicolor musical gave Betty her first starring
role as a wealthy American heiress in love with
South  American  cowhoy Ameche. PLUS
color cartoon and Fox Movietone newsreel,
{$1.25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 16th — 8 P.M.
GOQODBYE, MR, CHIPS {1938} Robert Donat
and Greer Garson star in the original film
version of James Hilton's famous novel about
the life ol an English schoolteacher. Warm-
hearted drama, and an Cscar-winning perfor-
mance by Domat. PLUS color cartoon and
Fox Movietone Newsreel. {$1.25)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 17th — 2 P.M,

STAGE AND SCREEN SHOW!
ON STAGE: THE BANJO BUDDIES DEXIE-
LAND BAND Chicagoland favorites for many
years with an entertaining program of Oixie-
land and ragtime music. Lots of fun and
audience participation. You'll love 'em!
ON SCREEN: BANJO ON MY KNEE (1936)
Barbara Stanwyck stars with Joel McCrea,
Walter Brennan, 8uddy Ebsen, Katherine
DeMilte, Helen Westley, Walter Catlett and
Tony Martin in a story of the falks who tive
along the banks of the Mississippi. A great
performance by Barbara Stanwyck who sings
with Martin, dances with Ebsen and scraps with
DeMille! ($3.00)

COMING ATTRACTIONS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 23rd — 8 P.M,
WESTERN DOUBLE FEATURE
SPURS {1930) Hoot Gibson stars. Trailing
Indian Joe, suspected of murdering a young
boy's father, three cowhoys enter the strong-
hold of the infamcus Pecos gang. The exciting
chimax has our hero swinging down the side
of a canyon on a rope while the gang is routed

by its own machine guns.

—PLUS—

WHEELS OF DESTINY {1934} Ken Maynard
stars. Loosely based on the silent classic
"Covered Wagon,” this is one of the most
elabarate and expensive of the Ken Maynard
fitms. This epic Western tells of a party of
western settlers trekking across the great salt
flats beneath Mt. Whitney, battling both the
elements and the indians. {$1.25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 30th — 8 P.M.

BLOCKBUSTER MOVIE!
2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY (1968} Keir Dulles,
Gary Lockwood, Douglas Rain, William
Sylvester. Few films can claim to have changed
the course of the cinermna; this epic science
fiction drama truly altered the direction of
American fitm-making. Director Stanley
Kubrick outlines man's inability to cope with
the unknown from the origin of civilization
through a future age in which he is controlled
by computers. An cutstanding example of
special effects. in CinemaScope, Technicolor.
{$2.00}

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th — 8 P.M,
FOLLOW THE BOYS {1944] George Raft
leads the parade of stars, doing his bit for the
war effort by signing up for USO shows. It's
Unijversal's entry in the all-star WW |l films
and what a cast: Orson Wailes, Marlene
Dietrich, Vera Zorina, Dinah Shore, W. C.
Fields, Jeanette MacDaonald, Maria Montez,
the Andrews Sisters, Sophie Tucker, Nigel
Bruce, Gale Sondergaard, many others. Fields
does hiz classic pool-table routine, Welles saws
Dietrich in half and Mac Donald sings “Beyond
the Blue Horizon." PLUS Mighty Mouse
color cartoon and MNews Parade of 1944,
{%1.25)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMEBER 13th — 8 P.M.
CHOCOQLATE SOLDIER {19471] Nelson Eddy
and Rise® Stevens star with  Migel Bruce,
Florence Bates, Dorothy Gilmore, Nydia
Westman. The score from Oscar Strauss’
aperetta and the plot from Molnar's “The
Guardsman™ add up to a pleasing fikm for
aperetta fans. PLUS color cartoon and Fox
Mavietone newsreel. (§1 .25}

SATURDAY, SPETEMBER 20th — 8 P.M.
HOLLYWDOD PARTY ({1934} An all-star
comedy revue starring Stan Laurei and Oliver
Hardy, Jimmy Durante, Lupe Velez, Charles
Butterworth, Eddie Quillan, Ted Healey and
Polly Maran. Durante daes his Tarzan parody
and Llaurel and Hardy do the egg-breaking
routine with Velez. Music by Rodgers and
Hart, Arthur Freed, Gus Kahn, others. PLUS
color cartoon and Fox Movietone newsresl.
{$1.25)

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27th — 8 P.M.
RIO RITA ({1929) Rarely seen RKO musical
comedy based on the Broadway show produced
by Florenz Ziegfeld. Stars Burt Wheeler and
Robert Woolsey (in their film debutl, Bebe
Daniels, John Boies, Dorothy Lee, Fred Burns.
Music includes ‘“‘Ranger Song,” "Sweetheart,
We Need Each Other,”” “If You're In Love
You'll Waltz,” “The Kinkajou,” *You're
Always In My Arms,” “Long Before You
Came Along™ and “Rio Rita.” Wt's a biack
and white film with the ballroom sequence
in beautiful coler. PLUS colar cartoon and
Fox Movietone newsreel . {$1.25)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 4th — 8 P.M,
MUSICAL HISTORY OF THE BIG BANDS—
A multi-media tribute to the bhig band era
by historian Joseph Vance who presents slides,
tapes and films of the biggest of the musical
stars of an era that's gone, but not forgotten.
Paul Whiteman, Isham Jones, Gus Arnheim,
Ted Weems, Glenn Miller, Tommy Dorsey,
Jimmy Dorsey, Benny Goodman, Dick Jurgens,
Eddie Howard, Harry James, Ted Lewis,
Sammy Kaye, Shep Fields, Orrin Tucker,
Russ Maorgan, Frankie Carle, Vaughn Monroa
and mary others. {$2.00} i

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12th — 2 P.M.
A SALUTE TO RIVERVIEW, the “world's
largest amusement park’ that's gone, but not
forgotten. An afterncon of memories pre-
sented by Riverview historian CHARLES
WILODARCZYK who will show and narrate
hundreds of color slides of the park that used
to entertain millions of visitors on its grounds
at Western and Belmont in Chicago. ($2.00)
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26th — 2 P.M.,

SALUTE TO THE CENTURY OF PROGRESS
- a tribute 10 the Chicaga's World's Fair
nf 1933-34 presented by World's Fair histarian
THOMAS SCHULFER who will offer a pragram
of slides and films of the fabulous Century of
Progress and its many exhibits and attractions.
A large collection of world's fair memorabilia
will be on display and the program will include
a tribute to Sally Rand, who fan-danced her
way to fame and fortune at the Fair. ($2.00)



KALTENMEYER’S

KINDERGARTEN

JUST FOR FUN!

REPRINT from RADIO VARITIES, APRIL, 1940

By JOHN EKEYS

Every youngster — be he 10 or 110 —
likes to go to school when it's “just for
fun” and that in itself could be reason
enough that Kaltenmevyer's Kindsrgarten
undoubtedly has the biggest enrellment
of cmy clagsroom in the country.

For this school, presided over by genial
old Professor August Kaltenmevyer, is the
kind of place everyone dreams ahout
when a kid — where you get "A” grades
for aceuracy in shooting spitballs; where
everybody, including teacher, agrees
that teccher is a harmless old gatfer,
where it is commonly acknowledged that
the best kind of sense is nonsense.

When Kaltenmevyer's Kindergarten is
called to disorder every Saturday «t 5:00
p. m. CST over the NBC-Red netwark,
“poopils” from the Atlantic to the Pacilic
settle back for o good old-fashicned
schoclroom circus -— and there's mors
cireus to it than one might think because
Herr Professor which is Bruce Kamman in
recd life, once was a camet tooter atop o
red and gold bondwagon in the Hagsn-
beck-Wallace circus porade.

And its not so many vears back to
those days, either. Or t¢ when Kamman
was traveling the notion’s nickelodeon
circuit and later was a regular member
of Roxy's (Gang, Kamman is the personi-
ficettion of the youngster who ran away
to play with the circus and then grew up
to look like Santa Clous, all of which is a
mighty good reason why discipline is un-
heard of in Kaltenmeyer's Kindergarten.

Koamman gat the hunch for his Kinder-
gorten while engaged as a director at
NBC back in 1931. Getting the idsa for
the program was simple, says Bruce.
(Getting other people interested in a show
beased on the goings-on in ¢ schoolrocom
waos quite another matter but fincily the
Kamman personality riumphed.

It's difficult to keep on saying 'no’ to
a fellow who has twinkling blue eves
and o good whalesome grin, Kamman
had both and what's more he had a re-
putation for being a prank player cnd «
fellow like theat just conldn’t be associated
with something stodgy.

Actually, the inspiration for the Kal-
tenmeyer character dates back to post-
war days when Kamman as o member
of the American Army of Occupation in
Alsace happened to bump inte cm cld
German professor who was the “livin’
spit” of today's radio “profezzor.”

Anvhow, Kamman finally got permis-
sion 1o iry his program on the aiv and
when the mailman backed his tntck up to
the NBC studios with letters for the Pro-
fessor, there wasn't any doubt about the
success of this Kindergarten.

At the start, Kamman wrote the scripts
hirnself but later enlisted Harry Lawrence
o write the continuity. Since that tisup,
the firm of Kamman, Lawrence and Kal-
tenmever has become one of the better
established fixtures around NBC.

On the air, the Professor is a cembina-
tiont of frantic English-German, beset by
as hair-raising o class of “poopils” as
ever enlived the nightmares <f a sericus
pedagogue. Actually the professor’s
“poopils’’ ore not kids — they're grown-
ups, drawn from the ranks of some of the
best NBC dramatic and vocal talent. In-
terestingly enough, the breaacast is a
prime Ievorite with these people because
of the opportunities it gives ctherwise ser-
icug actors to cut up

In his microphone rols, Kamman hides
behind o patch cf false whiskers and
wears his hair “long in der kack.” His
trousers sag o bit at the knees and he
tops this off with steel rim spectacles and
a frock coat that drapes the portly Kam-
man form like o burlap sack full of apples.

Percy Van Schuvler appears to the
audtence in the guise of a well-scrubbed
mama's boy, @ Jad who wears a pair cf
velvet pants and a Lord Fauntleroy col-
lar. Off mike. he is Merrill Fugit who
maokes a beeline for the nearest diction-
ary when he is handed his script so he
can digest those 75-cent words Percy is
centinually spoutineg.

The “charm piece'” of the show is Ce-
cile Roy, a lass who giggles her efective
way across the broadeast as Daisy Dean
ir a set of long curls. Izzy Finkelstein,

B KAIRTENMEYEFI'S KINDERGARTEN;
ruce Kamman} surrounded by all his “poopils.” Left to ri : i

b . ght: Merrifl Fugit as "Per-
cy Van S“chuyler, Ted Clare, Betty Olson and Cliff Peteraon. of “The Esccrtgs"' johnny
Wolf as “lzzy Finkelstein," der “Profezzor,” Thor Ericzon as “Yohnny Yuhnscr: " Floyd
Holm another of the Escerts and Cecile Roy as “Daisy Dean.” ’

the two ponis specialist of the classroom
turns into Johnnie Wolf, whan he's gway
from the Kindergarten. Johnnis is another
radio contrast, Most of the time the lad
will be found tocting o hot trumpet in an
NBC orchestrg.

Yonny Yohnseon, the Swade lad on the
show, 12 achually g Swede lad his other
name is Thor Ericson — and in spare
time he's a linotype operator. Complet-
ing the cast are the Escorts and Ratty, a
prize NBC novelty song crew that includes
Betty Olson, Cliff Petersen, Ted Clare and
Flayd Halm. The gang doubles in brass
on the acript, usually undszr the nomes of

Betty Swoson, Cliff Hill, Ted Shy and
Floyd Jackson.

The datfines of the show is not dus en-
tirely to the script lines. The natures of
the varicus persons invelved are a help.
At rehearsal, Kammon swivels about on
a piano stool, "Yank that gag out of there
and insert a better onel” he vells at Au-
thor Lawrence. Harry shouts back, "Yeah,
[ think it's a good cne tool” (Harry,it
should be explained here, is just a bit on
the deatl sidel.

Kamman wrestles with his whiskers
continuclly - - they have a habit of com-
ing unstick. Ericson wears a celluleid
ccllar that comes equipped with its own

Here is Profezzor August Kaltenmeyer

gsound effect — a rasping noise that pops
out every time he wiggles his head or
utters a word. The Escerts line up on one
alde of the studio and fumn Betty into a
basketball - - she's just under five fect
tall eind welighs around 90 pounds while
the Eacarts are all six footers. The angelic
countenance of young Mr. Pugit masks
cnie of the best practical jokers on the lot.

With a crew like that, a sessicn of the
Kindergarten com't be dull. Any person
whe has seen it from the vantage peint
=f the studio iteelf will testify tc that. All
=f the cast members have been working
on, the show so leng that ad likhing has
bocome a part of the cpus and many is
the time Wirecter Bob White tears his hodr
while the "poopils’” toss the script out the
window and start improvising on scme-
thing else.

However, despite cll the fun, Kamman
does get over some of his cwn priveote
philosophy in these Kindergarten broad-
casts. No one knews better than Bruce
thett achooling ie o eerious affair, but he
also krnows that education without the
leavening influence cf loughter is a one-
zided picure of gloom. Life in general,
Kamman pelieves, is a lot like school.
t kas to have o fuany side la give it iv-
cklonzss and inspiration.



NOSTALGIA NEWSLETTER
BOX 421
MORTON GROVE, IL 60053

FIRST CLASS MAIL

FIRST CLASS MA)!
U.S. Postage
PAID
Parmit No. 21
Morton Grove, HI,

THEWALEICIOSET,
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SUSPENSE

THREE CLASSIC STORIES

Starring — Cary Grant, Vincent Price
Cathy Lewis and Evelyn Rudi

{1YON A COUNTRY ROAD. The
story of a young couple stranded in
their car during a thunderstorm while
an escaped lunatic, armed with a meat
cleaver, prowls the woods nearby.
Stars Cary Grant and Cathy Lewis.
Broadcast November 16, 1950,

(2) ZERO HOUR. Based on a siory by
Ray Bradbury. A terrifying tale of
Martians invading Earth through the
world’s children. Eight-year old Evelyn
Rudi stars. Broadcast January 3, 1960,

{3) THREE-SKELETON KEY. Stars
Vincent Price. A classic story about
men on duty in a lighthouse. Best re-
membered by radio listeners as ‘‘that
story about the rats.” _ : :

Plus Tax

BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW

George Burns and Gracie Allen
Guest Star - Jack Benny

George is left $5,000 by his late Uncle Mar-
vin, and Gracie insists George must ailend
college. She calls Jack Benny and gets him 1o
also enroil at ‘‘Beverly Hills Tech.’”” Both
men become student contestants in the '*most
popular man’® contest, and George (sugar
throat) sings, and Jack {virluoso) plays the
violin. Need more be said? Sponsotved by
Maxwell House Coffee on 11/29/45,

BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW

George Burns and Gracie Allen
Guest Star - Bing Crosby
Gracie wants Bing to retite so George can
take his place boih as singer and in the
movies. She gets Bing to consider it untii he
hears George sing, and ‘‘emote’” a few lines.
That does it! There are a few fluffs (live
entertainment) that add enjoyment to this
show, With Gale Gordon and Hans Conried.
Sponsored by Maxwell House Caffee.

GET YOUR TAPES 2t any office of NORTH °
WEST FEDERAL SAVINGS or at the METRO-
GOLDEN-MEMORY SHOPS. BY MAIL, send
$5 each, plus 50 cents for tax and to help
with_the postage '

HALL CLOSET, BOX 421, MORTON GROVE,
ILL., 60053,



