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Imagination was an essential part of
the “good old days.”

It was, indeed, a part of fifein the 1930s
and 40s.

To enjoy radio, for example, you had to
participate by using your imagination.
The writers and actors suppiied the words,
the musicians provided a scene-setting
bridge and the sound effects people did
their part, but the listener had to use his
imagination to bring it all together and
make it work. The listener designed the
set, costumed the actors and decided if
the “black sedan speeding away™ was a
Dodge or a Packard. Without imagination,
the program was incomplete.

One’s imagination was needed at the
movies, too, in those days. As a romantic
comedy or a torrid romance built to a
love scene, a screen couple may have
entered the boudoir but the scene quickly
faded to black, allowing the screen couple
some privacy and the moviegoer the use
of his imagination. (Heaven knows there’s
nothing left to the imagination today!)

Using one’s imagination was an every-
day thing in the *olden’ days.

Today, there are not many places where
an imagination can be developed, let
alone used. And that’s too bad. When we
were kids, we used our imagination a lot
listening to the radio, going to the movies,
playing kids games.

A “‘working” imagination is a valuable
asset, It adds considerable pleasure to
most pastimes and can often mean the
difference between profit and loss in a
business environment.

As we used to say on Radio For Kids,
*“UJse your imagination!!”
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Dinah Shore—Darling of
the Doughboys and one
of the most popular girl
singers with the folks
back home.

JENET

Reprint fram BANDLEADERS MAGAZINE, November, 1943

Then came Pearl Harbor, and sing-

Idol of the A. E, F.s, and Ameri-

ca's One-Woman Entertainment
Indusiry, wants to help win this War,
In addition to spending half of what
she can keep of her $115,000 yearly
earnings on War bonds, Miss Shore
works not less than fourteen hours
daily—nprofessionally and for free—at
her job of keeping up morale.

A recent check-up shows that the
husky-voiced singer holds a record
for “command periormances”—those
all-request programs short-waved to
the fighting men abroad.

“Singers have been told that they
play an important part in our fight
for wvictory,” says Dinah, “and I'm
glad that my profession enables me
to do something in this grim battle.
I can't help in the factories, bui I
know that many defense workers
bring their radios with them, If one
of them tunes me in and likes my ef-
forts, I'm happy.”

The War, and her part in it, have
radically changed her conception of
singing, she asserts.

In the beginning a struggling artist,
she wondered if she'd chosen the right
career. When she pot her start she
only hoped that people liked her
songs. That bher efforts might prove
of national value never occurred to
her.

DINAH SHORE, Blues-Singing
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ers and entertainers heard that they
had a great part to play in keeping
up the morale of the fighters and
workers. That was when Dinah Shore
moved into action, singing with alt
her might. She's been doeing it ever
since, and the more she sings the bet-
ter her world-wide audience seems to
like it!

Recently Dinah worked on a picture
in Hollywood, with Eddie Cantor,
“Thank Your Lucky Siars.” She was
hzard on two weekly radio programs
last winler, only songstress to be
sponsored iwice a week. At odd times
between her regular appearances, she

sings at Army ecamps and benefits. In
addition to the commitments listed,
in one day recently, Dinah sang seven
soldier shows.

Hollywood cafe society geis a
brush-off from the Doughboy's Di-
nah, who is too busy elsewhere. When
she isn't involved in another angle
of wartime entertainment, she may be
located going to, in, or coming from,
the soldier's canieens.

“Hiya, Soldier. My name's Dinah,”
has stunned more than one of Unele
Sam’s boys, who {ound, when he re-

gained the power of speech, that it
actually WAS Dinah, last name,
Shore, in person.

When it comes to titles, medals,
honorary memberships and officer-

ships, Dinah tops them all, She shares

one title with President Roosevell.
She is the “Girl With the Maost
Charming Smile,” and the President

is the “Man With the Frankest Smile”
{oops!!!), according to the Borough
Dental Society of New York.

In 1942 she was flown to the Presi-
dent's Ball to sing, and in March,
1942, she was recruited by the Treas-
ury Department and flown to home-

town Nashville, Tenn., to promote the
sale of War bonds and stamps. Soldiers
from Forts Bragg, Dix and Jay have
welcomed her plane when she ar-
rived 1o sing for them at their camps.

To look at, Dinah seems scarcely
big enough to carry this gigantic per-
sonal program. She weigh 118 pounds,
which pounds are deftly distributed
over 5 feet 6 inches. Her waistline is
only 21 inches—smallest in the radio
business. Her eyes and hair are a
warm brown, and her generous and
lovely mouth emphasizes that genuine
southern charm which has proven
such an important persenality asset.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Dinah was born Frances Rose
Shore, in Winchester, Tenn,, but was
“raised” in Nashville. As a young-
ster she sang at local affairs and at
fourteen decided she was ready for a
professional debut,

Deciding that a cabaret on the out-
skirts of the town was the logical spot,
she made secret arrangements, and,
on the night, smuggled out herself and

her sister’s best evening dress. She
was much surprised to find her par~
ents at a ringside table. They snatched
her home after one number, but she
collected ten dollars.

Unlike many popular singers, Di-
nah is a musician. She studied music
and it was while she was studying
that she got her first job, over station
WSM.

In the meantime she was a student
at Vanderbilt University in Nashville.
Three months after she had taken her
degree in Sociology from that institu-
tion, Miss Shore was on her way to
New York. That was in 1938,

In New York, the toast of Ten-
nessee had a thin time for a while,
and the best she could get for the
first three months was a cakes and
coffee job on a local station. One blue
New Year's eve when the going was
particularly tough, she almost decided
to quit.

Just then the breaks came. N.B.C.
signed her as a sustaining star; and
as an exponent of blues singing, she
became “Diva of the Blues,” of the
Chamber Music Society of Lower
Basin Street. She made a guest ap-
pearance with Rudy Vallee and then
another. Eddie Cantor heard her, and
she ig now in her second season with
that veteran picker of winners,

As to the style in which the Queen
of the Juke Boxes sings, Dinah says
that she realized early in her career
that she must choose and specialize,

*“There are three ‘styles’,” she de-
clares, “Ballad, swing and blues.”

Ballad singing, she says, is the most
commercial, & caltn sort of straight
rendition, requiring more feeling than
actual voice,
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She' continues, “The swing singer
is generally popular with the younger
set only. Tonal gquality and diction
are sacrificed to rhythm. Personality
is all-lmportant in this type of sing-

ing.

“T ¢hose the third style—the Blues.
I think it was because it was the hard-
est. A blues singer must be at top
foriz: at all times because her follow.
ers are the most critical. Diction must
be perfect because blues lyries are
indispensable and often more im-
portant than the melody.”

Singing this style of song brought
Dinah what she says is, to date, the
greatest - thrill of her life. She sang
“Memphis Blues” before W. C. Handy,
most famous of the blues composers.
She worked hard and put everything
she had into it. Then she waited for
the verdiet.

“My dear,” the great man said,
“that song has never really been sung
hefore.”

In the business, Dinah Shore is
known to have that magic touch which
puis a sohg into the success class.
Her greatest difficulty, she says, is
in selection. Often she is identified
with the first song she made famous.
“Yes, My Darling Daughter.”

In her private life, for which she
now has very little time, Miss Shore
prefers baseball games to night clubs.

When and if she ever has an eve-
ning to herself, she may be found
curled up with the proverbial “good
book.” It will be a romantic novel
for a romantic young lady, whose own
personal success saga is more adven-
turous than any writer’s invention.

In the meantime, this Dynamic Di-
nah is doing her own considerable
part in winning the war, Defense
workers and doughboys, officers and
men, generals and draftees, all, ac-
cording io the figures, sing the same
song, “Give us Dinah Shore.”

If you were to mention the name of
Gene Krupa to people familiar with the
big bands or jazz, most of them would
probably have the same mental image of
Krupa — the gum-chewing, jiving, cver-
grimacing drummer. But what most of
these same people wouldn’t realize is
that this was merely an act. Beneath all
that showmanship was a musician who
took his work seriously, always trying
te put more into his craft, always put-
ting out 100 percent cffort. Not merely
centent in putting all his energy into
being a mere drummer, Gene studied how
to play tympani and vibes also.

Krupa started out as a freelance drum-
mer in the late twenties, making records
with Red McKenzie and his Chicagoans
and Red Nichols and his Five Pennies and
playing in dance bands. It was while he
was with Buddy Rogers® band in 1934
that Gene was contacted by clarinetist
Benny Goodman, with whom he had
recorded and played many times. Benny
had formed a band of his own and was
having trouble finding a suitable drum-
mer. Goodman was honest with Krupa -
the band wasn’t working stcadily (not
many ouiside jobs besides the $87.50
per week he could receive for the NBC
Saturday night “Let’s Dance” broad-
casts for which they played five hours!),
but it would give Gene the oppertunity
to play his kind of music, as opposed to
the over-commercial approach that most
dance bands had at the time. Needless to
say, Gene accepled Benny's offer,

It was while with Goodman that Krupa
became well known. He provided a solid,
driving beat for the band, while retaining
the integrity of the rhythm section by
not being too loud or too flashy. And

NOTES; Froy Tz BANDS TN

Peapson

GENE KRUPA

then too, there were the Goodman trio
and quartct numbers where he showed his
cxceptional sense of good taste. Krupa
became a houshold word while with
Goodman -- in fact almost bigger than
BG himself, which finally caused a rift
between Gene and Benny.

Because of this problem, Gene finally
left Benny in carly 1938 toe form his own
band. After less than two months of re-
hearsal, Krupa’s band opened in Atlantic
City and was an instant success! That was
in itself quite unusual as few bands started
off so well. Bul Genc and his managers
knew what they were doing. A recording
contract with Brunswick soon followed.
And to prove that the rift between Gene
and Benny was only temporary, Benny
appeared at one of Gene’s openings a
few months later to show that there were

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GENE KRUPA

no hard feelings (as a matter of fact,
Benny used Gene many times in later
years}.

The band that Gene led was a wery
swinging one, with musicians such as
saxist Sam Donahue and trumpeters
Shorty Sherock and Corky Cornelius,
Jimmy Mundy penned most of the
arrangements, while [rene Day handled
the vocals. The band produced several
fine records including “Murdy Purdy,”
“Bolero At The Say,” and “Apurksody,”
which took its title from “Krupa” spelled
backwards and the second half of “rhap-
sody.”

Even though it was a swinging band, for
some reason it produced @ number of
dull, unswinging records. But things
would change quickly . . .

Irene Day married Corky Cornelius
and left the hand in early 1941. A few
months prior, Sam Donahue left to form
a band of his own. As Irene's replacement,
Gene found a young gir] who had been
singing with a group in Chicago - and
playing drums - a young girl named Anita
O’Day. And a short time later Roy Eld-
ridge, one of the greatest jaZz trumpeters
ever, joined the band.

Anita and Roy added a lot to the Krupa
band. Anita’s gutsy, jazzinfluenced style
was a far cry from the very feminine style
of most female band singers. Her record-
ings of “Green Eyes” and “Thanks For
The Boogie Ride” stand out. Roy’s
trumpet work on “After You've Gone”
and “Rockin’ Chair”” was great. When he
sang and played on “Knock Me A Kiss” it
was even better. And when be sang,
played and teamed up with Anita on
songs like “Let Me Off Uptown,” the
result was electrifying!
6~ MNostalgia Newsletter

During this time Gene also had a “boy
singer,” as they were known then, by the
name of Johnny Desmond, Johnny left
the band to join the Army and eventually
Captain Glenn Miller’s Army Air Force
Band. And his replacement? Ray Eberle,
who had just left Miller!

Gene’s band broke up in early 1943
after he was arrested when police officers
raided the ballroom where the band wax
playving and discovered marijuana. The
officers also found Gene's “band boy™
to be under 21. Gene was charged with
contributing to the deliquency of a minor
and spent several months in juil before
being relcased because the charges were
falsc.

After his release Gene spent several
months in the Benny Goodman and Tom-
my Dorsey bands before. forming yet
another band in late 1944. But this time
Gene added a string section and began
playing drums less frequently. As you can
guess, it wasn’t a very successful move,
so a few months later he dropped the
strings and got back behind the drums,
The result was a string (no pun intended)
of successful records including “Boogie
Blues™ (featuring Anita O'Day), “What’s
This?” (an early big band bop record,
and a great version of “Opus One.”

Gene continued leading bands in to the
50’s — Roy Eldridge returned for a time
— and then led a succession of small
groups. But in the mid 60's Gene suffered
a heart attack, and as a result began to
play less. As the 70%s hegan, his health
grew worse and worse. Ironically one of
his last appearances was as part of a re-
union of the original Benny Goodman
Quartet, the group with which he became
famous. As usual, he gave his all, A few
months after the reunion, Gene Krupa
passed away on (Jetober 16, 1973,

SPEAKING of RADIO

W M~ Chuck Schaden’s Conversation with

HAL PEARY

THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE

Harold Peary starred in radio as Throckmorton P. Gildersleeve on ihe

Fibber McGee and Molly Show and on The Great Gildersleeve program.
Mr. Peary had a long career before the microphones and some time ogo
we had an opportunity to chat with him about his work on the air.
Commenting on his very distinctive voice, I was surprised to learn that he
created many different voices over the years,

I do a lot of characters. In the old
days in Chicago I used to do seven
voices on the Tom Mix Ralston
Straight Shooters show, which a lot
of people don’t know about. That
wags way back in "37, ’38, '89. I did
Sheriff Mike Shaw and I did an
Englishman, and I did Henry Akins,
the town banker, and I did Hawk
Barrett who was a villian, and 1 did
Hawk Barrett’s brother named Shot-
gun Barrett inh the same voice ex-
cept that he had a lisp, and then of
course I did Lee Lou, the Chinese
cook. I did the Indian Chief, also.
Then, when 1 left in '39 to come
(to Hollywood) with Fibber McGee
and Molly, why there were four or
five fellows who took over the
parts, including a chap by the name
of Forrest Lewis who did very well
in geveral characters including one
called Wash,

I found a note someplace saying
another actor who plaved Mike
Shaw on the Tom Mix show was a
fellow by the name of Waterman.

Yes, Willard Waterman, Well, as a
matter of fact, when I left I had to

find about three people to succeed
me in various characters on that
show and another one. Willard
Waterman had a voice similar to
mine and later on, of course, when
I left the Gildersleeve show because
of an impasse with the sponsor, he
played Gildersleeve. And he also
did the ill-fated television version

LY

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SPEAKING OF RADIO

which was a bad series and they
dumped it.

Why would you say that the
television series didn’t make it?
Well, I don’t know exactly. Except

that Willard Waterman was a very
tall man and it is very difficult for

a tall man to do comedy. I mean, a
real tall man.

When he said “LeeeeRoy” it look-
ed like he was going to kill the kid,
you know. See, Gildersleeve, in my
opinion, was not a tall man. He was
a little man who thought he was a
big man. That was the character.
But that had nothing to do with
Willard, We were very good friends
and T thought he did a very good
job on the radio show; I just think
he was miscast on the television
show.

Was there any possibility or op-
portunity for you to do the tele-
vision show?

Not really. I was approached on it
once, but I wouldn’t consider doing
it unless I owned it. I did not own
the name Gildersleeve. That was the
difficulty. That was the reason I
left. It was owned first by Johnson’s
Wax who owned the Fibber McGee
show and then it was owned by
Kraft who bought it from Johnson
and then evidently Kraft sold it to
NBC. 1 don™ really know what
happened there. I only know that I
didn’t own it and they wouldn’t sell
it to me so I wouldn’t play it. In
those days what you did for just
salary . . . went out the window,
tax-wise,

And you had no risidual benefits
from it, either?

No, no protection at all except
that I was paying a heavy tax and I
had other interests and so I decided
not to do it.

-8- Nostalgia Newsletter

HAROLD PEARY

That was a sad day for the fans of
Hal Peary.

Well, it was for me and for a great
many people who wrote me thou-
sands of letters asking me why I
had done such a thing. They thought
1 had sold out for a lot of money
and, as one person said, “left us in
the lurch.” That wasn’t the con-
dition at all. I didn’t want o go in-
to details in the press . . . we were
all friends and it was just one of
those things.

When exactly did you exit from
the Great Gildersleeve character?

1951. 1 played it for exactly 11
seasons, from 41 to ’51. I started
the character on Fibber McGee in
1937 and then I played it until
1941,

You were with the Fibber McGee
and Molly program sometime before
you actually created a character
krnown as Throckmorton P, Gilder-
sleeve.

Yes, that’s right, 1T did several
things. One of them, the first one
I did, I believe, was an Italian father
and that’s how I happened to get

i something
| couldn’t make it. I had worked

on the show. There was somebody
in the orchestra who used to play
the part and he was snow-bound or
in Wisconsin and he

with Marian and Jim Jordan on
Kaltmeyer’s Kindergarten, the show
they used to do even after they did
Fibber McGee. They loved doing it.
And, 1 did this Italian father and
then I stayed on the show and did
a number of parts: Gooey Fooey, a
laundry man; George Fiditch, kind
of an insurance salesman; and I did
a character called Perry, the Portu-
gese Piccolo player in Ted Weems’
band. Perry Como was still in the
band, on the Fibber McGee show.
And I did other characters. I took
over the part that an actor by the
name of Tom Post had played. It
was . . . he was the mayor of the
town. His name was Mayor Apple-
bee and MecGee called him Mayor
Applepuss.

McGee would!

Yeah! And [ have some tapes
which 1T had completely forgotten
about: [ played George Gilder-
sleeve first, then Harry Gildersleeve.

I heard one program where vou
are Homer Gildersleeve.

Yeah! Don Quinn loved the name
Gildersleeve, so he tried out several
things. 1 did an old Englishman on
the show when McGee was going on
a safari.

I have another show where you
were agn interior decorator and an
Italian wrestler!

Yes, | remember that. We had a
lot of fun on the show. Actually,
Gildersleeve wasn’t born until — 1
had played the voice — but he was-
n’t born until Molly became quite
ill and she was off the show for a
few months. And then they kind
of pumped up all the smalier parts
like myself and things that Bill
Thompson did and suddenly we

were very important to the show.
Well, they gave the Gildersleeve
character an opportunity and 1
threw in that laugh one night that
1 had never ugsed on the show and
that was it!

As Throckmorton Gildersleeve,
you were qlways rivals with Fibber
and there were always fights and
arguments.

See, after they called the character
Throckmorten, then I moved in
next door. You remember, 1 was
his neighbor. And I even had a
wife on the show, but she was
never heard, she was only talked
about. Molly occasionally said,
“Oh, there’s Mrs, Gildersleeve.”
That was about it, So, when I made
the transition to my own show and
became a bachelor, why [ don’t
think I had even one letter asking
“what happened to your wife?”

No one had ever heard her speak.

You know, when you only hear
about a character why, I don’t

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SUMMER RAIL EXCURSIONS!

When was the last time you got away from
the city and really had fun? If it's been 100
long, then consider a rail excursion from the
20th Century Railroad Club. Qur trains.
made up of modern Amtrak and privately
owned first class equipment, take you to
festivals and popular teorist areas in a
relaxed and varefree way. And for those of
you who want to relive, or experience for the
tirst time, the awe and power of the steam
locomative, we'll be offering 4 steam
powered excursiuns, Here's our timetable for
the summer:

* June 11, 1983, The “Caleshurg
Zephur ' to the “Railroad Days” festival
in Cialesburg, TMinois. This irip is a
great ppportunity tor the rail enthusiast
b get 4 unigque fook at rail operations
and for the non-enthusiast to have a
chance to enjoy a real "down home”
festival. Fare $44.00 per prrson.

% June 25 aod July 23, 1983 The
CWastomsie Oells Higwethe” Qur train
stops right in the middle of this popular
bourist arca sooyvou won't fose a minute
at your tun-fitlled day at the Dells.
Coach Tare: $49.00 adults, $39.00
Children.

* Tuly 30-31 and August 6-7, 1983,
“Gieam Chivage Shele” Here's the rail
event everybody's been talking about.
In welebration o Chivage's  (50th
birthday, 4 steam powered eweuraions
will be operated {each tnp approxi-
mately 300 miles? behind Nucfolk and
Western's [ Class locomutive 811, a
high speed passenger engime restured
to mint condition. These trans will
have open window and air conditioned
corches, Food service, and first class
section fealuring dome cars, diner and
cbservation lounge.

* August 13, 1983 The “Stak Fair
Flyer”. This train will take you directly
to the State Fair in Springfield where a
really emjoyable day is in store for you.
Fares: $45.00 Adulis, $39.00 Children.

To get complete information and ticket order
forms for all trips EXCEPT “Steam Chicago
Style,” write to: 20th Century Railroad Club,
r.0. Box A-3258, Chicago, 1L 60690, or call
the 20th Century 24-hour hatline at (312}
846-3600.

To get vompletr intormation and ticket order
farms for “Steam Chicago Styvle” write to
“Steam Chicago Style,” 0. Box le-all,
Summit, 1L 60501, or calt the STEAM
HOTLINE at (312} 4603663,

Visa/Mastercard aciepted,

20th Century: Building a
MNew Standard in Rail Travel.

SPEAKING OF RADIO
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think it impresses you that much.

I guess Don Q@uinn did this in a
number of characters on the show.
Sweetie Face (the wife of Wallace
Wimpole) never appeared on the
show.

Right. Sweetie Face was just some-
body that was talked about. Some-
thing that Bill Thompson did and
he, of course, created many other
characters: Nick Depopolous, and
{Horatioc K.) Boomer, and “that
ain’t the way I heard it, Johnny”
(the Old Timer).

There was somewhat of a differ-
ence between the Gildersleeve char-
acter on the Fibber Mc(Gee show
than — a warmer character, perhaps,
that you created for the —

— yes. I was an antagonist to Mec-
Gee on his show which is what
Gale Gordon became when I left.
Mayor LaTrivia. McGee had to
have somebody he could fight all
the time. So, when I decided to do
my own show, then I warmed up
the character a little bit, even
changed the (laugh) attitude, you
know, so that he became a warmer
person and because he had a family
to raise. And it wasn’t too difficult
to do because all I had to do was
Hghten up the voice a little bit and
make the laugh more human. We
were just lucky. I just happened
to hit the air at the right time and
made it.

Well, that was a wonderful show
agnd we remember it well We are
delighted to have had this chance
to reminisce with you.

I am delighted vou called. Thank
you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Gildersleeve — eh,
er, Mr. Peary!

FiIBBER

and

MOLLY

REPRINT from RADIO MAGAZINE, May, 1956
Success and marriage are two

wonderful habits Jim and Marian

Jordan established for life

To rapio’s beloved Fibber McGee And Molly—known
to their friends and family as Jim and Marian
Jordan—the answer is quite simple: “Qur reaction fo
middle age? It's inevitable, so why fight it! The
secret of staying young is staying busy.”

Today, Jim and Marian laugh at their long-ago plan

(%5

of retiring when they turned thirty-five. “When we
were first married,” says Marian, brown eyes sparkling,
“thirty-five seemed a long way away, and we

thought we would be ready.”

But thirty-five came—and the Jordans only grew
busier. There's an old adage to the effect: “If you want
a job done, give it to a busy man.” This advice
describes the Jordans perfectly. For years, they did
thirty-nine shows a year, raised a family, and
still had time for their other interests.

For some years now, Jim and Marian Jordan have

even done as many as 260

shows a year and still luxuriated in the
fascinating business of being grandparents.
However, hefore grandchildren came, Jim
and Marian Jordan had other interests:
Their Valley home, Jim's ivy, Marian's
African violets, their ecattle-ranch and
trailer life,

As a matter of fact, the trailer life came
as a result of the Jordans' again contem-
plating retirement. It was pointed out to
them by friends that they could rent or
huy a trailer . . . that they didn't have to
go into real retirement—but their trailer
trip eould be a vacation . . . and, at the
same time, the guiet of Mother Nature
would be conducive to clear thinking—
and “Fibber” could make up his mind
which one of a hundred areas of interest
he would tackle next.

Jim and Marian accepted the idea, for
it was then 1944 and traveling by trailer
was practically a national hobby. Their
friends had described the beauty of road-

side resting places, ferny dells, the won-
der of living in a trailer in the midst of
nature. But Jim says, "I liked the part
about taxes—-there were none!”

The Jordans’ trailer trip was full of
surprises—just like Fibber MeGee's closet.
The first day, Jim and Marian traveled as
far as the front gate when Jim discovered
the trailer was too hig for the car, which
wouldn’t pull it up the hill outside the
house. Next, the hitch had to be changed
s0 they could go around curves,

“We did get started,” says Jim, “but in
1944 there were no elegant trailer parks.
I helieve we had to drive to the end of the
coastline before we could find a place to
turn around.”

The Jordans camped on the Wall River
in Oregon to fish for trout. “We had a
very small kitchen in the trailer,” says
Jim, “and not much variety. If we stored
toc*many foods there was no place to cook.
So we were eating in this restaurant when
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Their gwn kitchen, after work, is
cosier than the trailer in which

they once tried to retire,

in came a local camper with the biggest
trout I'd ever seen.”

The lucky fisherman wanted the patrons
to sigh a certificate attesting to the size of
his fish—fourteen pounds, six ounces. Jim
agreed, and signecﬁ “Fibber McGee." The
fisherman was furious because Fibber's
signature had made the testimonial a big
lie. He was finally placated when Marian
did her little-girl “Tweeney” routine to
prove that Fibber was really Fibber.

On the way home, Jim and Marian
decided to rest up in San Francisco.
“And,” says Jim, “to get some more wvari-
ety in our diet. There was a trailer court
in south San Francisce, but we thought we
could find a place closer io town. We
drove up one hill and down another—
naturally, we couldn’t leave our trailer
on one of those hills, Finally, we drove
back t¢ south San Francisce to park.”

The Jordans then drove back into San
Francisco. “We couldn’t check inte a ho-
tel,” says Jim, “because we didnt have
any bags. So Marian bought two dollar
suitcases in an inexpensive store and we
drove up to the St Francis Hotel” The
bellhop came rushing cut to the big new
car, and Jim reports he gave them—with
their unkempt, bearded looks and their
empty, inexpensive suitcases—the most
suspicious look he’s ever seen.

-12- Mostalgia NMewsletter

“After a few days of shopping, clean
clothes, and some San Francisco cooking,”
recalls Jim, “I felt we had enough strength
to hitch up the trailer and return home,
Two days of living in San Francisco also
told me we had had enough of ‘retiring’ to
our trailer and communing with nature.”

Back in Hollywood in 1944, Jim and
Marian parked the trailer in back of their
big house. They later sold the house,
bought a small ranch home—which they
remeodeled by taking off the roof—and
lived in the trailer for six months before
the house was finished.

Later, Jim and Marian's gardener lived
in the trailer. The gardener helped Jim
with the ivy and Marian with her African
violets. Eventually, the trailer was sold—
and with it went their idea of retiring.

Today—still in love with radio—Jim
and DMarian are busier than ever. In
addition to this, they have since mowved
back into their big home—to make room
for their grandchildren—and bought and
sold one cattle ranch and  purchased
another near Agoura, California, where
they wearly raise two-hundred head of
Black Angus cattle.

Say Jim and Marian Jordan, surrounded
by their six grandchildren and their
many other interests: “Keep busy, you'll
keep happy—and you'll never want to
retire.” The Jordans are keeping busy!
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CLD TIME
PADIO

SHOW

ON 60 — MINUTE CASSETTE TAPES
$6.95 each plus tax and postage

O] SUSPENSE CLASSICS — Three all-time
classic Suspense dramas, 1} ON A COUNTRY
ROAD starring Cary Grant and Cathy Lewis.
2) ZERC HOUR starring Evelyn Rudi in the
Ray Bradbury thrilier, 3) THREE SKELE-
TON KEY starring Vincent Price in the
famous story gbout thersatsin the lighthouse,

ORDER #56

0] FRED ALLEN VS. JACK BENNY —

Allen shows with the great feud providing
the entertainment, Jack takes off on
“Benny's Boulevard” and Fred does the
“Pinch Fenny Show.” With Mary, Dennis,
Phil, Rochester, Portland, Jimmy Curante
and Tallulah Bankhead. ORDER #1861
O} INNER SANCTUM — Boris Karloff stars
in three classic stories: 1) Death For Sate
2} Birdsong for a Murderer 3] Corridor of
Doom. Raymond opens the creaking door
ORDER #1689

ot

TC ORDER any of the cassettes described
on this page, send $6.85 plus 42 cents tax
and 63 cents postage {totai $8.00} for each
tape you want,

far this trio of dramas,

FOR OUR COMPLETE MINI-CATALOG
which lists over 300 vintage radic broadcasts
available on cassetts tape, send $1.00 and a
long, self-addressed stamped envelope. You
will receive our listing and a $1.00 credit
towards your first cassstte order by mail,

MAIL TODAY

to

HALL CLOSET.CASSETTES
Box 421

MORTON GROVE, IL 60053

] AMOS ‘N" ANDY — Double Feature —
1) “The Lovelorn Column™ from 2/2/45.
2] "Kingfish gets an insultina Valtenting'’
2/16/45, ORDER #79

L] LIGHTS OUT — Double Feature —
1) “Until Dead" from 2/2/43. 2} "The
Meteor Man' frem 12/22/42. Stories by
Arch Ghboler, ORDER #76

00 cHARLIE MC CARTHY SHOW —
Double Feature — 1) Guests Abbott and
Costelio and Edward Everett Hortan from
5/3/42, 2) Guests Walt Disney and Danald
Duck from 9/21/47.

(3 SHADOW - Double Feature — 1} *The
Silent Avenger” starring Orson Welles, 2)
*The Bones of the Dragon™ starring Bret

ORDER #74

(1 WAR OF THE WORLDS — Orson Welles
and the most famous radic broadeast of all
time, From the Mercury Theatre On the Air,
10/30/38, this version of the classic H.G.
Wells story of the Martian Invasion frighten-
ed half the nation. Compiets, one-hour
program, ORDER #36

{0 uAZZ SINGER - A! Jolson stars in a
Lux Radic Theatre version of Jolson's first
screen success, the first motion picture with
sound, Many great Jolson sangs, a faithful
version of the popular story of the Cantor's
son who decides on a career in show bus-
iness, Gail Patrick co-stars. B/2/47.

ORDER #118

] GREAT GILDERSLEEVE — Double
Feature - 1) Harold Peary stars as Gildy
opposing  the incumbent mayor in the
town's election., With Walter Tetiey as
LeRoy. 6/18/44. 2} GILDERSLEEVE'S
BAD DAY — A Screen Guild Players version
of the film starring Hal Peary in his radio
and screen role, (1940s) Lady Esther,
ORDER #121

Morrisomn.
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HOSERWERE m ) wmun [ﬁm S
SATURDAY AFTERNOONS o

HOW TO READ THE RADIO GUIDE:

1:00 UNTIL 5:00

The name of the vintage radio show

appears in bold face type followed by the original broadcast date {in parenthesis). Next
you’ll find, as appropriate, the title of the story, names of stars and other cast members,
and a line about the content of the show. H the show was sponsored, the name of the

original sponsor appears next.

It the show was unsponsared, it was known as a Sus-

taining program; if the show was presented on a station-by-station basis across the
country, it was know as a Syndicated program. This information is followed by the
network source of the broadcast: NBC (National Broadcasting Company}, CBS (Colum-
biaz Broadcasting System), ABC (American Broadcasting Company), MBS (Mutual

Broadcasting System), AFRS (Armed Forces Radio Service).

Finally, for your con-

venience we provide timing information on each vintage show, (9:45; 11:20; 8:50)
means that we will present the show in three segments: 9 minutes and 45 seconds; 11
minutes and 20 seconds; 8 minutes and 50 seconds. If you add the times of these
segments together, you'll have the total length of the show (29:55 for our example).
NOTE: The vintage radic shows listed appear in the order we expect to present
them on our Those Were The Days program. Occasionally, we may pre-empt a show to
provide time to present other material of special interest, such as a tribute to a personal-

ity who passed away during the preceeding week.

In such an event, the pre-empted

program will be rescheduled to a fater broadcast. If you have any questions about our
programming or if you simply want to share somne information or a memory, please call
anytime during our Saturday broadeast at our studic number, 965-7763. And, thanks.

for listening.

SATURDAY, JUNE 4th

NOTE: This week wa present programs that
waere originally scheduled to be broadcast on
March 19, 1983 and were pre-empted for a
Tribute to Arthur Godfrey,

HAVE GUN, WILL TRAVEL {9-18-60) John
Dehner stars as Paladin with Ben Wright as
Hey, Boy and Virginia Gregg as Miss Wong.
The son of an old friend shows up at Paladin's
daor, claiming his stepfather is mistreating him.
Participating sponsors, CBS. {16:20; 7:10)

ADVENTURES OF 0OZ2ZtE AND HARRIET
{11-14-48} Thorny invites David and Ricky to
spend the night inchis cabin in the woods while
Ozzie and Harriet spend a quiet evening at
home. Ozzie and Harriet Nelsan play themn-
selves, Tommy Berpard and Henry Blair are
David and Ricky, John Brown is Thorny.
International Silver Co., NBC. (11:37; 17:568)

PHILO VANCE (1848) “Eddie Masters Murder
Case’” stars Jackson Beck as Philo Vance, the
famous detective created by S.5. Van Dine,
with George Petri as District Attorney Markham.
Syndicated. (12:43; 13:10])
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FIBEER MC GEE AND MOLLY (6-5-45)
Jim and Marion Jordan star as the happy
couple wha live at 79 Wistful Vista, Fibber
and Molly clean out the hall cioset while a
parade of visitors stop by:  Alice Darling
{Shiriey Mitchell}, Doc Gamble {Arthur Q.
Brian), Harlow Wiicox, Mrs. Carstairs (Bea
Benadaret]. Marlin Hurt as Beulahr. With
Billy Mills and the orchestra and The King's
Men. Johnson's Wax, NBC. {9:14; 12:37;
7:17)

CRIME DOCTOR {4-29-45) House Jamison
stars as Dr. Benjamin Ordway, the Crime
Daoctor, criminal psychiatrist. A safecracker
goes to jail while his partner promises to hold
the lgot for him, Annpuncer is Ken Roberts.
Phillip Marris Cigarettes, CBS. {10:30; 11:40)
TERKEL TIME (7-450) Studs Terkel hosts
a quarter hour of musical variety and con-
versation from Chicago with singers Cornnie
Russell and Jack Haskell and the Art Van
Damme Quintet. John Conrad announces.
Sustaining, WGN-MUTUAL. (14:25})
SUSPENSE (2-1857) “Peanut Brittle” star-
ring Skip Homier in a prison story about
gamblers who must pay off their debts In
peanut brittle. AFRS Rebroadcast. {11:10;
14:40)

SATURDAY, JUNE 11th
WE REMEMBER JIM AMECHE

[ JACK ARMSTRONG (12-29-33} Jim Ameche
[ stars as the All-American boy in the first of four
& consecutive episodes fram very early in the long-
E running kids’ adventure series. Wheaties, CBS,
E (14:00)

f WHATEVER BECAME OF . .. JACK ARM-
f STRONG (1960s) Author Richard Lamparski

interviews Jim Ameche about the Armstrong
radio serigs and other aspects of his carser.

k. (15:00; 15:30)

' NAVAL AIR RESERVE SHOW {1840s} Jim
© Ameche hostsa “live” music show from Chicago

featuring George Barnes and the orchestra, the
Honeydreamers and guest Jerry Colonna. Fro-
duced by the MNaval Air Reserve Command,
Glenview, |llingis. Transcribed. (14:30)

JACK ARMSTRONG (1-1-34) Ancther episode

in the adventruss of the boy who waves the flag
for Hudsen High. Jim Ameche stars as Jack.

E Wheatiss, CBS. {14:35)

T GRAND MARQUEE (8-21-47) ''Haunt Me A
. House'” starring Jim Ameche and Muriei Brem-

ner with Johnny Coans, Cliff Soubier and Hope
Summers, A “gay and fantastic comedy drama.”
Sustaining, NBC. (14:00; 14:45)

. JACK ARMSTRONG (1-2-34] Jim Ameche, as

Jack, is very much involved in this episode, but
he's way off mike throughout! Wheaties, CBS.
(13:40)

BIG SISTER {1940s} An isclated episode in the
long-running daytime drama about Ruth Evans
and her troubles guiding her younger brother
and sister through life's trizls and tribulations,
Jim Ameche announces, Rinso, CBS. [13:50})

SUSPENSE (3-23.58) ““Affair at Loveland Pass’'
starring Jim Ameche and Vanessa Brown, A
couple on a lonely road are afraid of the
"pitch-fork killer.'" Sustaining, CBS. (17:15}

JACK ARMSTRONG (1-3-34} Jim Ameche stars
ag the All-American boy in the {ast of four con-
socutive episodes from the series” first year,
Wheaties, CBS, (14:40)

SATURDAY, JUNE 18th

MR.DISTRICT ATTORNEY (19405] “The Case
of One Slip Meant Death' starring Jay Jostyn
as Mr, DA, Vicki Vola as Miss Miller and Len
Doyle as Harrington, Bristoi-Myers, NBC,
{14:55; 14:02}

GREAT GILDERSLEEVE (6-14-50} Hal Peary
stars in his last appearance as Throckmorton P.
Gildersleeve, The Mayor asks the Water Com-
missienar to take his vacation right away! Kraft
Foods, NBC. (15:25; 14:54)

GREAT GILDERSLEEVE (9-6-50) Willard
Waterman stars in  his first appearance as
Throckmarton P. Gildersleeve, Many surprises
await the Water Commissioner when he returns
frem vacation. Walter Tetley appears as LeRoy,
karylee Robb is Marjorie, Dick Crenna is
Bronco. Kraft Faods, NBC. (14:04;16:29)

MURDER BY EXPERTS (7-2-49} “"Two Coffins
to Fill"" stars Karf Weber as a man whao plots to
kill his rich wife, Sustaining, MBS. {19:15;
10:058)

VIC AND SADE {6-8-42) Radio's homefoiks
are portrayed by Art Van Harvey and Bernadine
Fiynn. A letter from Bess gets no respect from
Vic. NBC. {10:25)

GUNSMOKE (10-3-53] William Conrad stars as
Marshall Matt Dillon. A couple of gamblers
offer a “share of the winnings” to Matt. Post
Toasties, CBS, (12:22; 16:23)

SATURDAY, JUNE 25th
AL JOLSON — WORLD'S GREATEST GUEST

LET YOURSELF GO (6-6-45] Milton Berle
stars with comedian Joe Besser, singer Connie
Russeil, Ray Bloch and the orchestra, and guest
Al Jolson, Joison telis his “secret ambition”
and recalls his start In show business. Eversharp,
CBS. {2:15; 7:30; 11:30)

PHILCO RADIO TIME (4-2-47) Bing Crosby
welcomes Al Jolson and John Charles Thomas
who join forces to present a minstrel show,
John Scott Trotter is Mr, Interlocketer intro-
ducing the jokes and songs by Bones Cresby,
Sugarfoot Jolson and Honeylips Thomas!
Philco, ABC, {10:10; 10:30;: 8:15)

BARRY GRAY SHOW (10-27.46) New York's
prominent late-night interviewer plays host 1o
guest Al Jolson who is on the promotion cir-
cuit folowing the opening of The Jolson Stary,
Jolson sings and talks about his career. WOR-
MBS. {15:30; 11:00; 17:50; 11:40)

PHILCO RADIO TIME {6-7447) Bing Crosby
stars with guests Al Jolson and Irving Berlin,
John Scott Trotter and the orchestra, Ken
Carpenter, Philco, ABC. (6:05; 12:40:8:30!

KRAFT MUSIC HALL (10-2-47} Al Jolsan in
the first show of his own new seriss. Guests
Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy join
regulars Oscar Levant, singer Melina Miller and
Lou Bring and the archestra, Kraft Foods, NBC.
{10:30; 7:30; 10:25}

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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SATURDAY AFTERNOONS
JULY

SATURDAY, JULY 2nd
STAR SPANGLED SPECIAL

MR. PRESIDENT (1949) Edward Arnold stars
as a president of the United States invelved in a
capitol expenditure. Listeners are asked to see
if they can identify the president being portray-
ed in the story.Sustaining, ABC. {14:10; 11:50}

YANKEE YARNS (1940s] A New Englander
relates his nostalgic memory of independence
[2ays gone bye. Transcribed . (13:15)

THIS i§ THE STORY {10-21-45) “Sing Qut,
Sweet Land” parrated by Arthur Gadfrey and
starring Burl lves as Barnaby Goodchild, a
legendary American who never grows old, Based
upaon Walter Kerr's Amerlcan musical. This is
an Armad Forees Radio rebroadcast of a
Theatre Guild On The Air program, {14:50;
13:55)

VOICE OF THE ARMY {1940s) Johnny Mack
Brown stars as Francis Scott Key in a story of
our Neational Anthem and the man who wrote
it. U.S. Army and US. Air Force, Transcribed.
{13.000

PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (3-5-40) Burgess
Meridith, Waiter Huston, Franchot Tone,
Shelia Barrett, Woodie Guthrie and the Lynn
Murray Singers affer a musical salute 1o Amer-
ica's first five families — peopie named Smith,
Brown, Cohen, Johnson and Janes. Sustaining,
CB3. {13:00; 13:28)

YOU ARE THERE {1948} Anchorman Walter
Cronkite reports from the 14th International
Paris Exposition on May t, 1878 as listenars get
their first “glimpse” of Frederic Bartholde's
“highly controversial” status of Liberty.
Correspondents include Ned Calmer and Harry
Marvet. Sustaining, CBS. {14:45:9:10)

SATURDAY, JULY 8th

INNER SANCTUM {7-19-48) "Death Demon'"
starring Everett Sloan and Anne Seymour, A
man threatens t0 summon his murdered father
from the grave to confront the killer. Bromo
Selzer, CBS. {15:24; 12:45)

VIC AND SADE {2-15-43} From *“the small
house halfway up the next block” Sade
{Bernadineg Fiynn) and Uncle Flewcher (Clar-
ence Hartzell} listen patiently as house guest
Dottie Brainfeeble reads a letter from Chuck,
NBC. (10:05)
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1:00 UNTIL 5:00

COMMAND PERFORMANCE (12-2442) The
first of four annuat Christmas Eve broadcasts
for service men and women around the world
during World War 1l, An all-star guest cast in-
cludes 8ot Hope, the Andrew Sisters, Red
Skeiton, Spike Jones and his City Slickers,
Ginny Simms, Bing Crosby, Ethel Waters,
Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, Charles
Laughton, Kay Kyser, Dinah Share, Jack
Benny, and Fred Allen, AFRS. (16:20; 156:20;
13:20; 14:49)

PASSING PARADE {1940s] Storyteller John
Nesbitt relates the adventures of the “unsink-
able’” Molly Brown, Syndicated. {§:00; 4:50)

ALDRICH FAMILY (1940s) Dick Jones as
Henry Aidrich with Jackis Keik as Homer
Brown, plus House Jamison and Katherine Raht
as Mr. and Mrs. Aldrich, Henry and Homer are
missing their bicycles! AFRS Rebroadcast,
{14:59; 10:25)

SUSPENSE (9-22-57) ‘Shadow on the Wall”
starring Jackie Kelk as a man who murders his
brother, AFRS rebroadcast. (9:04; 5:11; 4:32}

SATURDAY,JULY 16th

VIC AND SADE (1940s) Paul Rhymer’s charac-
ters help the war effort as Rush plans a World
War Il scrap drive. Art Van Harvey s Vic,
Bernadine Flynn is Sade, Billy idleson is Rush,
NBC. {10:45}

COMMAND PERFORMANCE {12-24-43)
Armed Forces Radio’s second annual holiday
special stars Bob Hops, Kay Kyser, Jimmy
Durante, Frances Langford, Ed "Archie’”
Gardner, Neison Eddy, Spike Jones and his City
Slickers, Ginny Simms, Ish Ksbibble, Dinah
Shore, Jack Benny, and Fred Allen. AFRS.
{18:40; 19:05; 21:30; 10:58; 20:41)

THE WHISTLER (4-4-46) “Panic”’ is the
Whistler's strange story about murder for fove,
Elliott Lewis stars, Marvin Miller announces.
Signal Qil, CBS. (9:08; 15:30; 4:30)

BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW (9-14-43} George
and Gracie welcome guast Brian Donlevy. Bili
Goodwin announces, Jimmy Cash sings, Swan
Soap, CBS. 19:07; 10:55; 9:30)

5

SATURDAY, JULY 23rd

BEATRE FIVE (1962) A House of Cards”
Rures Vicki Vola and George Petrie, After an
Brnic blast, a surviving family in their bomb
Pter runs out of fuel which operates the life
port systems, Sustaining, ABC. (8:58; 11:56)

AND PERFORMANCE (12-24-44) As
fld War |l continues, Armed Forces Radio
Jecicasts its third Christrmas special with an
Batanding cast of stars from stage, screen and
: Bobr Hope, Xavier Cugat and his orches-
SJerry Colonna, Virginia O'Brien, Spike
ps and his City Slickers, Ginny Simms,
¥ Durante, Dinah Shore, Jack Benny,
d Allen, Kay Kyser, Frances Langford,
thy Lamour, Johnny Merecer, Danny Kaya,
;. Fields, Judy Garland, Spencer Tracy, and
pe J. Cobb. AFRS, {14:55; 18:25; 9:06;
W:30;17:15; 12:45;12:01; 23110}

JCO KID (1848) “"Night Stage” is an exciting
gnture starring Jack Mather as Cisco and
ry Lang as Pancho. Cisco sets a trap to gatch
f*baddie.” Sustaining, MBS. (13:26; 12:06)

SATURDAY, JULY 30th

AMOS ‘N’ ANDY (5-1145} Freeman Gasden
and Charlas Correll as radia’s all-time favarites.
After seeing the film “Deouble Indemnity”
the Kingfish suspects his wifs Sapphire of want-
ing ta do him in for the insurance money! Rinso,
NBC. (17:04; 12:47)

COMMAND PERFORMANCE (12-24-45) The
first peacetime Christmas in four vyears is
celebrated by Armed Forces Radio in this
special ali-star broadeast, Spreading the joy
are Bolkr Hope, Bing Crasby, Dinah Shore, Harry
James, Herbart Marshall, Jimmy Durante,
Ginny Simms, Jerry Colonna, Johnny Mercer,
Judy Garland, the Pied Pipers, Ed “Archie”
Gardner, Frances Langford, Kay Kyser, Cass
Daley and Frank Sinatra, AFRS {16:03; 13:07;
14:25;17:14;20:18; 22:36)

MYSTERY IN THE AR (9-1847) “The Black
Cat’" starring Petar Lorre in & radio adaptation
of the Edgar Alien Poe Classic. Camel Cigarettes,
NBC. (13:00; 16:00)

LIONEL

-zl T A

STORE!

FOR FUN AND EXCITEMENT!

Come In And Visit With Mike Moore

TV & Appliances

THE GREATEST NAME
IN MODEL RAILROADING

JT] o

ALL ABOARD

WE BUY, SELL, SERVICE,
APPRAISE AND RESTORE
MODEL ELECTRIC
TRAINS, TRAGKS,
AND ACCESSORIES
BY LIONEL, LGB,
AMERICAN  FLYER,
MARX, KALAMAZOQO,
WILLIAMS AND OTHERS.

7243 W. TOUHY AT HARLEM
* CHICAGO « 792-3100
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Here’s an informal look at some other radio programs in the Chicago area, This is by no
means a complete list of the nostalgic or creative goodies that may be found up and down the AM
and FM radio dial. In fact, we’ll appreciate hearing from readers who have discovered other gems
of broadcasting and we’ll try to share those “finds” in forthcoming issues. Radio stations always
reserve the right to change programming without notice.

ALL DAY — EVERY DAY

MUSIC OF YQUR LIFE {(WJD, 11680 AM,
24-hours-a-day) Big band and parsenality music
with personality hosts Eddie Hubbard, Art
Hellyer, Denny Farrell and others,

GREAT HITS (WAIT, 820 AM, 24-hours-a-dayl
Paersonality and big band recordings fram the
30s, 40s and 50s.

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY

CLAUDE KIRSCHMER SHOW (WXFM, 1059
FM, Monday thru Friday, 6 t0 9 a.m.) Musicai
sounds from the kig band era as provided by
the former ringmaster of TV's Super Circus!

RADIO MEMORIES FROM THE ATTIC
{WJKL, Elgin, 94.3 FM, Monday thru Friday,
10 to 11 p.m.) Oid time radio broadcasts fram
the collection of preducer-host George Barker.
A nice compliment to WJLK's big band and
popular music format {in FM-Stereo).

TUESDAY

RADIO CLASSICS (WDCRE, 90.9 FM, Tuesday,
11:30 to 12 puahl) The Coliege of DuPage in
Glen Ellyn presents a variety of old time radio
programs each week at this time. Look for a
run of Charlie McCarthy shows followed by 13
weeks of the Green Hornet,

WEDNESDAY

ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES
{WBEZ, 91.5 FM, Wednesday, 7 to 7:30 p.m.)
Dr. Watson tells the dramatized taies of the
master detective in this series, mostly from the
BBC.
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THURSDAY

NIGHTFALL I(WBEZ, 915 FM, Thursday,
11:30 p.m.} A series of excelient radio dramas
produced by the Canadian Broadcasting Corpor-
ation for Matianal Public Radio, often providing
Suspense-like mysteries,

FRIDAY

DICK LAWRENCE REVUE (WNIB, 97.1 FM,
Friday, ¢ to 10 p.m,) Waonderful nostalgic
stories and memories woven into g tapestry of
musical sounds and rave recordings from the
early years.

THE FIRST 50 YEARS (WFMT, 98.7 FM,
Friday, 1 to 2 p.m,; Saturday, 7 to 8 p.m.}
Marty Robinson presents an amazing hour of
vintage recordings by selected classical artists.

SATURDAY

STAR WARS (WBEZ, 31 5 FM, Satwurday, 7:30
to 8 a.m.) The Force is with you, rather early,
in this 13-part series which runs continuously
in this time slot.

THOSE WERE THE DAYS (WNIB, 97.1 FM,
Saturday, 1 10 5 p.m.) Since 1970 Chuck Scha-
den has been hosting this nationally recognized
program of original radio broadcasts from the
19303, 405 and 50s. Complete broadcast sched-
ule appears on pages 14 thru 17 of the Nostaigia
Nevvsletter.

WHEN MUSIC WAS MUSIC (WGN, 720 AM,
Saturday, 6 10 9:30 p.m.} Mike Rapchak hosts
a great program of music from the big band,
swing and jazz era, Interspersed with knowy-
ledgable and interesting comments about the
performers and the times, plus listener raquests,

JWRNEYS (WBEZ, 91.5 FM, Saturday, 7 to
J§.m.) Prof, J, Fred MacDonald of Northeastern
s University and author of “Don’t Touch
Dial” presents an audio portrait of Amer-
sing radia, television and recorded sound

BUR HIT PARADE {WJJD, 1160 AM,
Rurdey, 7 to 8 p.m.) Andre Baruch and Bes
Byne present the top tunes of a week from
P past.

EDY STORE (WCFL, 1000 AM, Saturday,
11 p.m.} A couple of hours of the hest
rded comedy from past and present come-
£ as presented by host Jack Carney, WCFL
3 features comedy cuts throughout the day
Pd evening in its middle-of-the-road music
prenat.

SUNDAY

B¥FING THING (WAIT, B20 AM, Sunday,
.m. to Noon) Fred Hall hosts a program of
ular swing music and interviews with those
o made the music popular.

oLD TIME RADIO (WXFM, 1059 FM, Sun-
day, 2 t0 4 p.m.) Host Wayne Messmer pre-
sents a couple of hours of vintage broadcasts
from radio’s glory days,

MUSIC MAKERS (WAIT, 820 AM, Sunday 4 to
5 p.m.) Host Skitch Henderson interviews a
guest music maker fram the big band era and
plays his music during this hour,

FLOYD BROWN SHOW (WGN, 720 AM, Sun-
day, 8:30 p.m.) A mystery, comedy or drama
from radio’s golden years is offered each week
at this time.

RADID'S GOLDEN PAST (WDCBE, 908 FM,
Sunday 10 to 11 p.m.} A potpourri of vintage
radio material including news and documentary
programs, comedy and drama, and a serial
chapter.

RADIO SPIRITS (WTAQ, 1300 AM, Sunday,
10 to 11 p.m.,) Host Cari Amari, Jr, presents an
hour's worth of radio programs from the 40s
and 50s,

generation.

They heard America laughing

Amos ‘n’ Andy, Will Rogers, Fred Allen, Fanny Brice as
Baby Snooks, Fibber McGee and Molly—their voices
dispelled the gloom of the Depression and World War il
with @ humor that mirrared the hopes ond fears of o

Now Wertheim re-creates that era in “a book full
of crackling words in the night that, for many of
us, are the sounds of our youth and our families
tegether.”—Wiiliam Stott, author of Documentary
Expression and Thirties America.

ARTHUR FRANK
WERTHEIM

METRO-GOLDEN-MEMORIES
5941 W. IRVING PARK RDAD » CHICAGO

Regular
$18.95
NOW
$7.95
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if you have a fondness for the “good old days,”
programs st the Talman Home North Wast Community Center, 4901 W. Irving Park Road, Chicago.
There's plenty of free parking in the large lot on Dakin Street at the rear of the Talman Homes/
NWF office or CTA transportation will take you to the door.

SATURDAY, JUNE4 — 8 PM

42ZND STREET (1933} Warner Baxter, Dick
Powell, Ruby Keeler, Baxter plays a director
who labors long and hard to put an his final
show. He puts a fresh-faced, toe-tapping
Rubywy Keeler in the starring role and she be-
comes an overnight sensation, Some of the
great songs Included are “We're in the Money™
and *“Shuffle Off to Buffalo’ ($2.00)

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
NO MOVIE THIS WEEK

SATURDAY, JUNE 18 — 8 PM
| MARRIED AN ANGEL {1942) Jeanette
McDonald, Metson Eddy, Binnie Barnes. The
Rogers and Hart musical brought to the screen.
Banker Melson Eddy dreams about courting an
angel (McDonald) and wakes up to find her a
guest in his home. This was McDonaid and
Eddy’s last screen appsarance together. ($1.25)

SATURDAY, JUNE 25 — 8 PM
RHAPSODY IN BLUE (1945] Robert Alda,
Joan Leslie, Alexis Smith. A film biography
of America‘s greatest composer, Gaorga Garsh-
win, embraces the color and excitement of the
era in which he lived, as well as a good part of
his magnificent music. ($1.25)

SATURDAY,JULY 2
NO MOVIE THIS WEEK
HAPPY INDEPENDENCE DAY!

SATURDAY,JULY 9 — 8 PM

TYHE SEVEN YEAR ITCH {19B6} Marilyn
Maonroe, Tom Ewell, Soany Tufts. When a
New York publisher's wife goas away for a
leng, hot summaer, he finds himsslf succumbing
to forbidden liquor and cigarettes and dreams
of girls, espicially the blonde upstairs — who
almost promises but never delivers, Based on
the play by George Axelrod. ($1.25)
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NORTH WEST

COMING
ATTRACTIONS

then you're invited to enjoy some nostalgic

SATURDAY., JULY 186
NO MOVIE THIS WEEK

SATURDAY, JULY 23 - 8 PM

YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIER (1942} Fred
Astaire, Rita Hayworth. Set in Argentina, this
highly entertaining musical dances to a Latin
beat. Astaire performs one of the snappiest
roles of his career to a melange of Latin music
belted out by the Xavier Cugat Orchastra,
{$1.28)

SATURDAY, JULY 30 — 8 PM

MRS, MINIVER (1942) Greer Garson, Walter
Pidgeon, Bichard Ney. Winner of seven Acad-
emy Awards. in the fearful months that
followed the announcement of World War i,
a brave and lovely lady goes about her tasks,
coping courageously with every homror that
war can bring. One of the finest films out of
the war era. {$1,25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST € — 8 PM

AIR FORCE (1943} John Garfield, John
Ridgely, Gig Young. The action concentrates
on a smali group pf individuals, the crew of the
Air Force bomber, "Mary Ann.” The film
follows the crew of this Flying Fortrass from
its maiden flight out of San Francisco on
December 6, 1841, to Pear] Harbor and the
Phillippines, {$1,25)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 13 - 8 PM

THE PIRATE {1948) Gene Kelly, Judy Garland,
Walter Slezek. In this dazzling musical-comedy,
Gene Kelly 1s a circus clown who poses as a
pirate to win the heart of a romantic giri
{Garland). Wonderful costumes and muslc by
Cola Portar featuring “'Be a Clown' creates a
truly cotorful film. ($1.25)

b In the years from 1935 to 1950, Harry
arren had 42 of his songs make the top
B0 chart of popular music and my puess is
Bhat you can recall most of them, For an
hdea of the scope of Warren’s achicvements
b consider the fact that Trving Berlin had
@ mere 33 of his songs in the top 40.
PWarren is listed as the seventh highesi-
Bpaining creator of American music by
S8CAP, the American Society of Com-
posers, Authors, and Publishers. For three
fecades he worked steadily for four major
tHollywood studios: Warner Bros. 1932-
B1939, Twenticth Century Fox 1939-
944, MGM 1945-1952 and Paramount
F1952-1953. And yet the vast majority of
#the movie going public never heard of
§ Harry Warren.
. i you are one of that vast majority,

Zhere is a very abbreviated list of the

_movies he worked on, Beginning with
“42nd Street” (1932), his credits include:
*Geld Diggers of 19337 (1933); “Roman
Scandals” (1933); “Wonder Bar” with Al
Jolson (1934); “Dames” (1934); “Jeze-
bel” with Bette Davis (1938); “Young
People” with Shirley Temple (1940);
“Down Argentine Way” with Betty
Grable (1940); “The Gang’s All Here™
(1943); “The Harvey Girls” with Fudy
Garland (1946); “The Barkleys of Broad-
way” (1949}, “Summer Stock™ (1950);
“The Caddy” (1953); “Marty” (1953);
“Separate Tables” (1958); and “The
Ladies Man™ with Jerry Lewis {1962).
This list is just the tip of the iceberg
because to fully list his achievements and
the talent he has worked with would
take a volume.

Keeping in mind that his talent crystal-
ized at Fox and Metro, I believe it would
be interesting to look at his beginnings in
Hollywood and those golden days at
Warner Bros. Of all the songs at all the

chPPeD BY
CL‘ "> BOB KOLOSOSKI

HARRY WARREN

studios it was at Warners where he wrote
the music that has really “stood the Lest
of time”, 1t was also here that he began,
and cventuully ended, a prolific collabor-
ation with lyricist Al Dubin, Their first
major musical together was “42nd Street,”
The four songs they wrote (title song,
“Shuffle Off to Buffalo™, “Young and
Healthy” and “Your Getting to be a Habit
with Me”) werc instant hits in 1933,
Further evidence of the songs’ durability
is the fact that they are part of the cur-
rent smash Broadway musical based on
the 1933 movie.

“42nd Street” was a landmark movie
musical and begat a whole cycle of musi-
cals at the Warner's lot. Thus the “Gold
Diggers of 1933" was put into production
to cash in on the success of its predecessor
and Warren and Dubin were signed to
long term contracts — as was Busby
Berkely who staged the production
numbers for “42nd Streel”. “Gold Dig-
gers of 1933 was a frothy “we’re putting
on a show” musical that benefitted from
five songs by Warren and Dubin, Of the
five “We're in the Money™ is the best
remembered; however, the “Shadow
Waltz” is a superior composition that
has the distinction of being a uniquely
ereat “*American” waltz.

Warner’s had another giant hit with
“Gold Diggers™ and a Warner Bros musi-
cal stock company was emerging: songs
by Warren and Dubin; production num-
bers staged by Busby Berkcley; stars like
Dick Powell or Ruby Keeler or Al Jolson
ot Jean Blondell,

This combination of talent blended
perfectly in “Footlight Parade™ (1933)
and was punctuated perfectly by James
Cagney as an energetic producer of movie
prologues, The climax of “Footlight

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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£ Walt Disnay Productions

MY BEST FRIENDS

FEATURING WALT DISNEY
CHARACTER MERCHANDISE

9849 W. TRYING PK *

[ BLOCK EAST OF
RO GOLDEN MEMORIES

DONALD'S
BIRTHDAY!

GUESS HOW
OLD DONALD
IS AND WIN
A PRIZE

WE'BE "GOIN
QUACKERS' 4
WITH SPECIALS
THRUOUT

THE STORE

MON-FR 10-5:30

$45-3303
THURS +SAT 10-7:30
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FILM CLIPS
Parade” was almost anti-climactic with
three claborate production numbers:

“Honeymoon Hotel,” "By a Waterfall”
and “Shanghai Lil”. Viewed today
*Shanghai Lil™ is a near perfect mixture
of melody, lyrics and choreography.
Warren, Dubin, and Berkeley approached
genius in this film and hit their mark in
1935 with “The Gold Diggers of 1935,
The movie starred Dick Powell and was
well into production when Harry Warren
wrote a melody and gave it to Al Dubin
for lyrics. Dubin knew how much Warren
loved New York and created the lyrics as
a tribuie to that city. They tock the
song to Jack Warner and Berkeley who
was directing the film. Both Warner and
Berekely liked the song but neither was
over-enthused about it. Disappointed,
Warren took the song to Al Jolson who
was in production on “Go into Your
Dance.” Jolson loved it and asked Jack
Warner to put it in his movie. When
Berkeley heard this he ran to Warner and
insisted the song be used in “Gold Dig-
gers.” Berkeley won and “The Lullaby of
Breadway” found a home. Warren and
Dubin received an Academy Award for
their song und Al Jolson received two of
their hits, “A Latin from Manhattan™
and “About a Quarter to Nine,” for his
film.

Life at Warners was never dull for Warren
and Dubin who saw their songs performed
in many great movies.

The year 1939 saw the movie musical
wane in popularity and Warren was
eventually “let go™ of his contract. Harry
Warren was a man without a studic briefly
but a call from 20th Century Fox to
write one song blossomed into another
studio ¢contract.

So, if you're watching an old movie
musical on the tube or in a nice little
theatre somewhere, and the tunes are
something special, check the credits and
you'll probably see the name of Harry
Warren,

JUNE

T W T F &
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1 In June of 1936 Cecil B. DeMille became
host of radio’s Lux Radio Theatre and

gcontinued in that role until January,
1945,

& The first broadcast of a political conven-
Stion tock place on June 10, 1924 at
PCleveland, Ohio when Republicans nom-
ated Calvin Coolidge of Massachusetts
or president and Charles Gates Dawes of
Hllinois for vice president. The program
Fwas carried on a 15 station network of
#the National Broadcasting Company and
raham McNamee was the announcer.

Don McNeill became-the host of a pro-
gram called The Pepper Pot and promptly
changed its name to The Breakfast Club
on June 23, 1933. The program became
one of the longest running radio shows in
history, continuing until December 27,
1968.

The Quiz Kids made their radio debut as
8 summer replacement for pianist Alec
Templeton on June 28, 1940,

A great many television shows got their
start as summner replacements during the
month of June in the golden age of TV:
Ed Sullivan’s Toast of the Town premiered
on June 20, 1948 and the occasion was
also the TV debut of the comedy team of
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis; Down You
Go premiered on June 11, 1955; My
Little Margie starring Gale Storm and

NostalgiAlmanace=Ps

Charles Farrell came to TV life on June
16, 1952, And a number of radio favorites
found their way to the tiny screen: It
Pays to Be Ignorant on June 6, 1949; A
Date With Judy on June 2, 1951; Amos
n* Andy on June 28, 1951.

On June 25, 1951, 16 advertisers joined
together to sponsor the first commercial

CECIL B. DE MILLE
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color telecast. The program was beamed
from New York and featured Arthur
Godfrey, Faye Emerson, Sam Levinson,
Ed Sullivan, Garry Moore, and Robert
Alda.

A ten-acre lot in Camden, New Jersey,
became 1ihe site of the nation’ first
Drive-In movie on June 6, 1933.

The Black Bottom, a new dance, was
introduced when George White’s Scandals
opened at the Apollo Theatre in New
York on Fune 14, 1926.

Fred Astaire and his sister Adele opened
at the New Amsterdam Theatre on Broad-
way on June 3, 1931 in The Band Wagon.

YOUR HIT PARADE: Big tunes in June,
over the years, were And the Angels Sing
(1939), the Woody Woodpecker Song
(1940), Long Ago and Far Away (1944);
Too Young (1951); Kiss of Fire (1952);
and Love Letters in the Sand (1957).

BIRTH DATES:

June 1: Pat Boone (1934);
{1926); Marilyn Monroe (1926)

June 2: Hedda Hopper {1890); Jerry Mathers
(1948)

June 3; Tony
(19135

June 4: Dennis Weaver (1924)

June 6: Ted Lewis (1891);
(1918)

June §; Robert Pres‘con (1913); Alexis Smith
(1921)

June 9: Robert Cummings (1908); Fred Waring
(1900)

June 10: Judy Garland (1922); Hattic McDaniel
(1895}

Junc 12: Jim Nabors {1932)
June 13: Ralph Edwards (1913)

June 14: Burl Ives (1909); Dorothy MoGuirc
{19218}

Junc 16: Stan Laurcl (1890}
June 17: Ralph Bellamy (1904)
-24- Mostalgia Newsletter

Andy Griffith

Curtis {1925); Lleo Goicey

Maria Montez

June 18: Richard Boone {1916); Bud Collycr
(1908); Kay Kyser (1903); Jeanette MacDonald
(1901)

Junec 19: Guy Lombardo {1902)

June 20: Erol Fliynn (1909); Gail Patrick
(19110

June 21: Judy Holliday (1921); Jane Russell
(1921}

June 23: Mary Livingstone (1909)

June 25: Peter Lind Hayes (1915); June Lock-
hart (1925)

June 26: Peter Lorre (1904); Eleanor Parker
(1922)

June 27: Bob Kesshan (1927)
June 29: Joan Davis (1907); Nelson Eddy
(190

June 30: Susan Hayward (1918); Buddy Rich
(1917); June Vaulli {1930)

JULY
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In July of 1933, a radic version of the
Frank Capra film “Lady For A Day™ be-
came the first dramatic radio broadcast
to originate from a ship at sea. The screen-
play, adapted from a Damon Runyon
short story, was heard over the Columbia
Network and was broadcast from the
Main Salon of the Furness-Bermuda
Liner, “Queen of Bermuda” on a week-
end cruise to the Mid-Atlantic.

John Dillinger made headlines and
Chicago’s reputation as a notorious city
was underscored when the gangster
was killed in front of the Biograph
theatre on July 22, 1934. On screen was
“Manhattan Melodrama™ starring Clark
Gable, William Powell and Myroa Loy.

Twenty-four year old Orson Welles
arcived in Hollywood on July 20, 1939
to begin filming “Citizen Kane.”

NOSTALGIALMANAC

fTwenty-three year old Katherine Hep-
urn arrived in California on July 4, 1932
b make “A Bill of Divorcement,”

fThe first All-Star game was held in
hicago at Comiskey Park on July 6,
933, Babe Ruth was the first ballplayer
p hit 4 home run in an All-Star game,

¢ American League defealed the

ational League 4-2.

E Radio’s Lights Out came to television
i July 19, 1949 and Your Hit Parade
nade its TV debut on July 10, 1950.

 Wally Cox starred as Mr. Peepers in the
eries which began on July 3, 1952; Pepgy
ood became Mama on July 1, 1949;
Snd David Janssen was Richard Diamond,
§Private Eyc in the debut, July 1, 1957.

A dream came true for Walt Disney
Wwhen Disneyland opened in Anaheim,
Walifornia on July 17, 1955,

& YOUR HIT PARADE: Big tunes in

KATHERINE HEPBURN

July, over the years, were The Glory of
Love (1936); Music, Maestro, Please
(1938);, One Dozen Roses (1942); T'll
Be Seeing You (1944); Some Enchanted
Evening (1949); Bewitched (1950); Three
Coins in the Fountain (1954); and Un-
chained Melody (1955).

BIRTH DATES:

July 1: Leslie Caren (1931); Myron Cohen
{1902); Olivia de Havilland (1916); Farley
Granger {1925); Charles Laughton (1899)

Juty 3: Leon Lrrel (1881); Dorothy Kilgallen
(1313)

July 4: George M. Cohan (1878); George
Murphy (1902}
July 6: Lavergne  Andrews (1915); Nancy

Davis (1921); Merv Griffin (1925); Dorothy
Kirsten (1919); Janct Leigh (1927

July 7: Vincent Edwards (1928)

July 8: Billy Eckstine (1914); Fayve Emerson
(1917); Jerry Vale (1932)

July 9: Ed Ames(1927)

July 11:Yul Brynner (1915); Tub Hunter
(1931}; Harry Von Zcll {1906}

July 12: Milton Berle (1908);
{1937, Jean Hersholt {(1886)

July 13: Dave Garroway (1913)
Tuly 14: Douglas Edwards (1917

July 16: Mindy Carson (1926); Percy Kilbride
(1888); Ginger Rogers (1911); Barbara Stan-
wyck (1907); Sonny Tutts (1911)

July 17: James Cagney (1899); Cass Daley
{1915); Art Linkletter {(1912)

July 18: Richard Dix {1894); Gene Lockhart
(1891); Harriet Hilliard Neclson (1903); Red
Sikelton {1913)

July 19: Vikki Carr (1942}

July 20: Theda Baraz (18%90); Verna Fclton
{1890): Natalie Wood (1938}

July 21: Den Knotts 1924); Kay Star (1922)-
July 22: Margaret Whiting (1924)

July 23:Gloria DeHaven (1924):
Treacher (1894)

July 24: Bob Eberly (1915)
July 25: Walter Brennan (1894)

Tuily 26: Gracie Allen (1899); Louis Bellson
(1924); Vivian Vance {1903)

Juéy %7: Donald Crisp (1880); Keenan Wynn
(1916

July 28:Joe E. Brown {18%1); Rudy Vallee
(1901)

July 29: Clara Bow (1904); Willam Powell
{1892); Thelma Todd (1905)
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LIFE CRAN B
BEAUTIFUL

REPRINTED from TUNF IN, March, 1945

HE story of “Life Can Be Beautiful”
might have been titled, “Just Neigh-
"bors.” As listeners to the serial know,
there's nothing extraordinary about any
of the characters whose lives revolve

around the Slightly-Read Bookshop on
New York's lower East Side, What sets
them apart from others is an artitude
toward life—a willingness to share the
happiness and sorrows of everyone with

whom they come in contact, a desire to
know and understand people.

Spiritual leader of the little commu-
nity is Papa David Solomon, an old-
fashioned Jewish scholar who reads his

Talmud daily and endeavors to follow
its principles. Several years ago, the eld-
erly bookshop-owner adopted two home-
less young people (Stephen Hamilton
and Chichi Conrad)—and his present
happiness in the “family” points the
story’s moral that kindaess is repaid.

Ever since “Life Can Be Beautiful”
was first heard on the air, some six years
ago, the same group of actors have car-
ried the leading toles. They now admit
that their own personaliti¢s have become
completely intentwined with the char-
acters'—bur whether the real people
have grown 'like their parts or the parts
like them, it’s hatd to say.

Venerable Papa David is played by a
veteran actor and dialect expert, Ralph
Locke. Destined from childhood for the
stage, he early learned the fascination
of the theatre from his mother's best
friend, Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske. It
was Mrs. Fiske, too, with whom he
made his first professional appearance.
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That debut was followed by numetous
hits in which he tred the beoards with
luminaries of the footlights — Maude
Adams, Henry Miller, Otis Skinner,
George M. Cohan.

Ralph Locke is an expert linguist,
able to talk fluently in many languages,
but it is his command of dialects of
which he is most proud. The effects
achieved are so realistic that even radio
directors are sometimes surprised to find
they are not natural, that Locke’s Eng-
lish is letter-perfect in non-accented

patts.

Equally important with Pape David
in the script is Chichi Conrad, the “stray
waif” who wandered into his shop some
tume ago. Actress Alice Reinheart admits
that no one calls her Alice any more—
even non-professional . friends  think
of her as Chichi—or Cheech, for shom.

The tiny, green-eyed lass was far from
being a stray waif, however, and ea-
joyed the benefits of a rather luxurious
childhood. Something of a prodigy, as
2 litle girl Alice learned to speak
French and German, studied the ballet,
became an expert fencer. and was hailed
as a musical genius.

John Holbreok (Stepberx Hamilion),
on the other hand, is quite a contrast to
his serial character. Unlike the physi-
cally-handicapped Stephbesn, he's a li-
censed pilor, polo enthusiast, skier, and
racing car driver. But, as with other
members of the cast, he has become s0
absorbed in his role during the years,
that he hardly knows whether to call
himself Steve or John in real life.

BY DAN MC GUIRE

2 The coupon section of Sunday’s news-
paper contained an offer for an amazing
M'new’” tool. It was a long wooden pole
ith jawlike metal clamps at onc end,
ontrolled by a trigger mechanism at the
handle end. The device was described asa
romemaker’s “must” for reaching items
pn those top kitchen cabinet shelves. Why
fidn’t someone think of this years ago?
b Someone did, actually, but not as a
Jpoon to housewives, At least 35 years ago,
A Jonger, sturdier version of this mechani-
eal arm was in use at Elmer’s Grocery in
Sy old neighborhood. Elmer used it to
Wretrieve items from high shelves for his
Foustomers.
1 “A box of American Family Flakes,”
*Mrs. Shopper would read off, scanning
“her checklist. “And a box of Puffed
Wheat . . . 7 Elmer shot the arm extender
upward and expertly grasped each pur-
chase. About halfway down, he rcleased
the jaws and let the box plummet down-
ward, then caught it in his free hand like
DiMaggio snagging a long {lyball. Coolly
setting it down upon the counter, with an
eyebrow raised inquiringly, he murmurced,
“And .. .?"

Like most of its ma and pa contempor-
les, Elmer’s store was designed to make
maximum use of minimal space. Thus the
12-foot-high sheives, The concepts of
stocking sclected merchandise at eye
level, packaging in subconscious-grabbing
color designs and strategically displaying
ltems to promote impulse buying had not
yet come into use as psychological tools.

ere Our Grocers? »=s

Green

These came with the advent of the so-
called supermarkets.

Grocery shopping was a liesurely, al-
most relaxing activity. Housewives did
about 90 percent of it, scarcely any of
them being employed outside the home.
The grocery was a place to meet and ex-
change news and chitchat with neighbors
and with Elmer and his family. all of
whom helped in the store.

There were no shopping carts or check-
out lanes. Shoppers ambled through short
aisles of bins and lower shelves. They
selécted a few items at a time and ac-
cumulated them on the long counter be-
hind which Elmer officiated. In back of
him was the glass-doored cooler from
which he dispensed dairy items. To his
left was a display cooler for lunch meats,
sausages and salads. (Unlike some grocers,
Elmer did not employ a butcher to sell
a full line of mcats,)

To Elmer’s right, and around a corner
toward the storage and employees” area,
was a freezer chest. Here were kept
“bricks” of ice ¢ream, an assortment of
popsicles, ice cream bars and the ever
popular push-ups. Pints of ice cream were
hand packed upon request. Kids who
were familiar to Elmer’s family were al-
lowed o prepare cones for themselves if
they didn’t get greedy or messy.

Next to the freezer was the oblong
box filled with ice water and bottles of
varicus sodas. Besides the big name items,
there were root beer, ginger ale, Orange
Crush and Kayo. Remember that syrupy
sweet chocolate Kayo? Plus an assont-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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GREEN GROCERS

ment of those squat shaped,wide-mouthed
bottles of non-carbonated drinks ranging
from orange to grape to (ugh!) raspberry.
When we paid for our pop, Elmer would
ask, “You gonna drink it here?” If we
said yes, he would not charge us a deposit,
trusting us to return the bottles, even
though we went and sat outside or
roamed up the hlock.

(There was also a penny candy display
case, of course, but 1 nced another article
to discuss that kids’ paradise.)

Meanwhile, the lady shoppers placed the
list of their selections on the counter.
Elmer’s ornate mechanpical cash register
had no tape feature. To tally your pur-
chases, he took a pencil from behind his

ar, licked the point and began putting
numbers on a brown paper sack, His
left hand moved each item slightly to
the side as his right noted its price. When
all the items were tegrouped, he took a
total, Your groceries went into the sack,
which also became your receipt. [ recall
once being sent on an eight-block round
trip 1o confront Elmer with the empty
sack because he had made a two cent
error.

Transporting the booty home could be
a problem. There were no two-car fam-
flies. So Mom was usually afoot. Some
moms used shopping bags or those two-
wheeled basket carts. Others had it
delivered (most stockboys doubled as
delivery boys). Moms with infants could
stuff several bags mext to Junior in the
baby buggy. Those fortunate enough to
have male offspring brought them along,
or, worse vet, sent them to Elmer’s with
a shopping list.

As for those mechanical arm extenders,
Mom never needed one in those days.
Her groceries were all stored in a pantry.

Dan  McGuire became familiar with
grocery stores by hanging around the
gumball machines in the days when 350
worth of groceries would fill a pantry,
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All~Star
Game -I
Has  Eiy
1Cago ==
Root sg —l—'

BY MICHAEL HAGGERTY

This year marks the 50th anniversary of
major league baseball’s all-star game and,
fittingly, the 1983 edition will again be
played at the stadium where it all began

- Comiskey Park on Chicago’s South
Side.

The idea for the baseball allstar game
was championed by Arch Ward, who was
then the sports editer of the Chicago
Tribune. The Tribune, not surprisingly,
was proposed by Ward as the sponsor
for what he predicted would be a tremen-
dous attraction.

In those days it was not uncommon for
a large newspaper to sponsor a special
gvent, especially if it were splashy in
nalure. Tt was 4 way [or the paper to
participate in the attendant publicity
and to attach to itself the aura surround-
ing the exalted happening.

The baseball establishment accepted the
Tribune's offer to sponsor the game; the
Tribune had not harmed its chances any
by promising in writing to underwrite
any financial losses If the game were
rained out.

The Tribune jumped into the self-
aggrandizing promotion with both feet.
The game had been tied into the Century
of Progress Exposition, the world’s fair
of the time.

The next sound emanating from Tribunc
Tower was the beating of publicity drums.
The allstar contest was repeatedly being
heralded by the newspaper as “the game
of the century™; *baseball’s dream game"’;
“baschall’s greatest game” and “the

reatest game of all time,” and all this
jWas prior to the game’s bcmg played.

t There were more than 500,000 votes
past by baschall {uns via the Tribune
hnd 55 other newspapers across the United
Btates. The Tribune even offered cash
prizes for [ans who correctly guessed ithe
arting lineups.

t To determine whether the game would
ake place at Wrigley Field or Comiskey
gark, there was a coin-lossing ceremony
Wt the 333 North Michigan Avenue Build-
Ing, where the office of baseball commis-
ploner K.M. Landis was located. The coin
ip favored Comiskey Park and the day
Jelected for the pame was July 6, which is
plso the date for this year’s cxtravaganza.
F Connie Mack, then in his 33rd year as
anager of the Philadelphia A’s, was
phosen Lo manage the American Lcague
jtars. The National Leaguc skipper selec-
Hon was John McGraw, who was coaxed
put of retirement for that one game after
paving served as manager of the New
Mork Giants for 31 vears.

Tickets for box seats ($1.65)and grand-
tand seals ($1.10) were placed on sale by
mail on a date determined in advance so
hat out-of-towners would not be discrim-
Mnated against. Those tickets underwent
§a brisk sale, as expected, The local sale of
leacher seats (.55) followed and they
cwere gone within 45 minutes afler be-
“goming available.

The ticket policy for the 1983 game is
In stark contrast Lo that of 1933, This
year those in charge of such matters at
33rd and Shields have determined that
there will be no bleacher and grandstand
designations, only hox seats and reserved
peats, at $20 a crack,

And unless you’re a scason ticket-holder,
you're not even eligible t¢ buy an all-star
ticket. The prices the scalpers will be able
to get for the "83 tickets are a cinch to be
stratospheric.

It’s also a sure thing that Comiskey Park
will be filled to capacity, as it was back in
1933, when the entire supply of 49,000
tickets was exhausted. White Sox officials

BABE RUTH was one of the stars in the first
All-Star game 50 years ago in Comiskey Park.

felt that at least 100,000 scats could have
heen sold for the game,

The American Lcague team was a 4-2
victor in that very first baseball all-star
game, which featured every top player of
the day, New York Yankee idol Babe
Ruth’s (hird-inning home run, with
Charley Gehringer on base, provided the
winning margin for the American Leaguers.

And thus a shining baseball tradition was
born here in Chicago a half-century apo,
Long may it wave,

Chicage sports broadcaster and wrirer
Michael Haggerty is a weekly columnist
for a publication about Notre Dame
Joorball entitled Go frish.
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BURBANK — | would tike to compliment you
on your radio shows. I'm oniy 13 years old, but
| enjoy listening to favorites like Jack Benny,
Qzzie and Harriet, and Amos and Andy. 1 always
tape at least one show every Saturday, Thank s
alot., — RENEE GARDNER

CHICAGO — You may be inierested in how the
guide is used in cataloging the wvarious tapes
made from the radio programs, Two copies of
the radic guide are made on a duplicating
rmachine, As a program is to be recorded, | cut
out the listing for that program from each of
the copies, One clipping is taped to the card that
usually comes with the cassette and makes it
ready reference to the contents of the tape. The
other clipping is taped to an index card and filed
in a card catalog box. By utilizing copies of the
radio guide, | eliminate the necessity of cutting
up my magazine or copying the listing on the
index cafd or cassette card. Your Nostalgia
Newsletter is a prized item in our house and
each issue is retained and has been for many
years, Keep up the excellent work! — PHILIP
L. BRANKSY

CHICAGQ - Jack Benny and Sherlock Holmes
are my fovorite characters. My parents grew up
in Germany before WW Il and after WW |, so
they never listened to the radio nor know any-
body of the radio days, so this is the first time
we listen to it, — DOROTHY GNILKA

HOFFMAN ESTATES — Wouldn't miss your
Saturday program. We are both 62 years old so
we can relate to every hroadcast; we lived
through them. — ERIC and MARIE JOHNSON

LAKE VILLAGE, INDIANA — t was sitting
here listening to your Easter special and | was
thinking that it was about time that | subscribed
to the MNostalgia Newsletter. | may be anly 15,
hut 3 still enjoy listening to your old time
radio programs. | sit down every Saturday at
1 o'clock and start taping your program and |
don‘t leave until 5 o'clock. | have a small col-
lection and it's growing, but it's all mine.

-~ DAVID LANTING

CHICAGO — t can’t stand my husband, Pat
Zerega, because he won second prize in the
Jack Benny contest and | won sixth prize.
—BETTY ZEREGA. {P.5. Pat says that | would
nead 50,000 words, not 50, to hint at the
other reasons why | can’t stand him!)

RICHTON PARK — We are senior citizens and
enjoy the old-timers. My husband arranged
rmusic for Ted Weems on the Fibber McGee and
folly show and also on Beat The Band. On one
of the Beat the Band shows, Perry Como sang
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a song that my husband and | wrote. |t was
“Listen to My Heart” in 1940, Harry also
wrote for Hal Kemp, Earl Burnett, Art Jarrett
and was an sialf at WGN for 12 years. This is
just a bit of nostalgia of our own. Thanks for
your programs, — HARRY AND MILDRED
BUDKA

ADDISON — Boy does the dust ever fly when
I'm scurrying around doing my housework on
Saturday mornings so | can finish before your
show comes on. | have been listening to your
program faithfully this past year, | am very
curious as to how you got started collecting all
these marvelous shows, Do you suppose you or
one of your contributing writers could do an
article on you and how this all came abaut?
If not, maybe you gould mention it on the
show. If not that, maybe I'll stop by Metro
Golden Memories and ask you myself, By the
way, the few times |'ve been to Metro Golden
Memaories has been somewhat of a nostalgia
trip for me. When 1 was about four ar five
years old {1945-46) | used ta live a few blocks
away on Mabile Avenue. | remember quite a
bit of the area. Thank you for making my
Saturday afternoons so much fun! — MARY C,
SCHWEITZER

(ED. NOTE — Stop in at the store some time
and I'll tell you the story. "It all began at &
1,000 wait station in Evanston .. "'}

CHICAGO -- {1t was altogether fitting and
proper — and, as usual, well done and very
warm — that you pre-empted the March 12
Those Were The Days program for your trib-
ute and memorial to the late redhead, Arthur
Godfrey. | remember the vintage days of
Godfrey as the late 40s/early 505, mainly on
radic but on the early tube, toa. My mom
used to be a Godfrey fan and whenever | was
home during the day - it seems it must have
been arocund 10 o'clock - the Godirey show
would be on. As a family we got our first TV
in just about 1957 but for a time before that
my mom’s lady friend four “aunt”} had a
set - one of those long, low RCA consoles
with everything - and often she would have us
aver t@ sit in the dark and watch what we only
could hear before, We were captivated, of
course, and all the more so and easier at the
hands of that smooth and gentle Godfrey
hurmor and the great entertainment of the
Little Godfreys, et al!

Still, in retrospect, the radio shows were the
real best of his work. In your research, I'm
sure you found a lot you had no time to dis-

uss or play. | remember an incident that to
y tender wars was ohso-shocking and kind
f "“bad’” {weren't some of us innocent back
jhen) when Arthur, on his radio show one
Inorning (it must have been in the summer or
Barly lall] made a short “spesch’ or staternent
pbout the Korean war and ended by telling the
Narth Koreans to “get the hell out of South
orea!” | recall heing scared hearing “that kind
talk’" on the radio and half-expected CBS
Bo cut him off the air. — ROBERT MOYERS

bED. NOTE — Gadfrey probably ligured that
Rhe MNorth Koreans were listening, too, just
ke almost everyone elsel}

BKOKIE — Cn oneof the Arthur Godfrey shows
ou played {during the tributel, the sponsor
as 2 furance company which was finally
preed out of business in the 19605 by the Fed-
re! Trade Comrnission after 20 years of liti-
ption for fradulent business practices, | remem-
per reading about them at the time in a Con-
mer Research magazine, The Better Business
Bureau had mare complainis against that com-
pany over the years than any other company,
Fhe FTC said the sarme thing. | got a large
kick out of the sincerity Arthur Godfrey con-
eved when talking about the company and
2pheir work. — KEN GREENBERG

HICAGO — I've 2njoyed your program for a
bng time. | hope it continues for as long as
ou’d care to have such a program. Memaories
q.'lfe dear, and yet | do not care to live in the
“ past. But these people were the most unusual
L Writers, actors, etc. They are jewels for listening,
Thank you. — GRACE GEDRGE

{ED. NOTE — We wouldn't want to live there,
but the past IS a nice place ot visit!]

CHICAGO — My husband and | want you to
know how much we enjoyed your Jack Benny
month last February, The shows are wonderfu!
and since we're both in our 20s, they arg all
brand new to us. Cur favarite program is the
Phit Harris-Alice Faye Show. We think the show
In terribly funny and always make sure to listen
when you broadcast one. Alsa, }'ve been read-
ing the hooks that are being reissued of the Mr.
and Mrs, North series. ) understand that this
also was a radio show. Lastly, we want you to
know how rmoch we enjoy going to Metro
Golden Memories. We got some of our Christ-
mas gifts there and also go there to buy birth-
day gifts. When we were there one tima last
year, | picked up a magazine from 1935, In it

wias o recipe tor chocolate cake. | made it and
i oway the best Ve ever tasted, 50, thanks to
you | now have a delicious new cake recipe!
- DIAME AND TONY BELTRAN

BOLINGBROOK — | have gnjoyed your pro-
grams for many years. Keep up the good waork,
—JOHN RANDALL

LOMBARE - Thanks for keeping us laughing
on the outside! Hawing a ball listening 1o your
tapes. They afier a bit of sunshine, espaecially
on dismal days. W.G. BALLARD

CHICAGO — | enjoyed Kart Pearson and the
old band remotes (on TWTD, April 9] and al-
most cried when 1 heard what happened to
some of the (dance) palaces: parking lots!
There was a political rally at the Aragon and as
| had not scen the place for 50 years, 1 went.
The beautiful finor was a mass of cigarette
burns, “¥You can't go home again.’” | guess
therc arc other places you can’t go, either,
- MARGARET INSLEY

HOMETOWRMN — The Chicago remote broadcasts
were just super. | hape that vou will again repeat
this type of programming. 1f nathing elsa, slip
in a remote now and then in your regular
programming, and certainly hring back Karl
Pegrson. | am a leftover from tho tocal ball-
rooms, namely the Trianon. | was going strong
when the army smagged me. When | came back,
things were simply not the same. So, when |
heard the remotes, my feet suddenly became
alive and | felt like Fred Astairel ']l be looking
forward 1o all your fine programming in my
much improved Nostalgia Newsletter, —
GEORGE W. ECK

CHICAGO — I'm too young to rermember the
original shows that you play wach Saturday . . .
but | fove them! {'m really glad { played with
the diai that one day and found youl

— ANGIE KUNATH

CHICAGO — ! am 12 years old and | am
wondering if you eould give me some birth-
dates of famous people like Humphrey Bogart,
Ingrid Bergman, Jack Benny, Jack Webb, and,
if possible, W.C. Fields. | am a big fan of your
show and enjoy all the old radic shows, | am
starting my collection and | have 20 hours
already. — JASON DZ1JA

{ED.NOTE — Humphrey Bogart was born on
Christmas Day, 18%9; Ingrid Bergman, Aug. 29,
1914; Jack Benny — 39 years ago — on 5t.
Valentine’s Day, 1824; Jack Webb, April 2,
1820; and W.C, Fields, Jan. 29, 1879.}

L
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1. What famous motion picture star intro-
duced the first episode of Gunsmoke when that
series began its television run on September 10,
19557

2.Who were Leonard, Adolph, Julius, Her-
bert and Miltan?

3.In the world of advertising, what com-
pany employed Elsie and Elmer?

4.In Gone With the Wind, the classic
Agademy Award winning film of 1939, Scarlett
O'Hara lives at the plantation called Tara, What
is the name of the home of Ashley Wilkes?

5 Whose real name was Alfred Arnold Coco-
zza?

B.a} Who was the Lone Ranger's nephew?
b} Who was Henry Aldrich’s sister? ¢} Who was
Vic and Sade's uncle? d) Who was Stelia Dallas’
daughter?

7.Name the different themes for each day of
the week on the original Mickey Mouse Club on
television.

8.What was Fred Allen's real name?

9.What song was sung during a bus ride in
the 1934 Oscar winner It Happened Gne Night?

10.Who are gl Shirley Schrift b) Virginia
McMath ) Jeanne Leppert?

11.What was the name of Sally Rogers boy-
friend on the Dick Van Dyke show and who
was the actor who portrayed him?

12.ldentify the product that used the slogan,
“Ask the man who owns one.”

13.Mame the most prominent mernbers of
these Lodges:: a) Mystic Knights of the Sea
b) Sors of the Desert ¢} Raccoons

14 .Mr. Peepers was a situation comedy that
appeared on NBC-TV from 1952-1955, The
story revolved around Jefferson Junier High
School and featured the antics of Robinsan J.
Peepers, a Bialogy instructor and his friend,
Harvey Weskit, an Enaglish teacher. Mame the
actors who appeared in those roies.

15.What 1945 movie was promoted heavily
with the slogan, “Gable’s back and QGarson’s
got him!"” and what did that mean?
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FRED ALLEMN — What's his real nama?

ANSWERUS NOSTALGIUS
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JCASSETTE TAPE SPECIALS 3
JUNE ..

JAMES CAGNEY

YANKEE DOODLE DANDY

James Cagney is George M. Cohan, call-
ed to the White House where he tells the
President about his life, plays and songs.
‘What a great love he has for his country!
With Joan Leslie, Walter Huston and
Jeanne Cagney. Lady Esther Screen
Guild Players, 10/19/42.

NO ESCAPE

Harry Gordon, is being honored as
**Safest Driver of the Year.”” Running a
bit late for the affair, Harry speeds
down a dangerous canvon road. In a few
seconds his whole life is changed. SUS-
PENSE, Auto Lite, 12/6/48 DM-5115

Each

THE BICKERSONS #2

Don Ameche and Frances Langford
With Danny Thomas

Amos (Danny Thomas), takes John's brand
new car and smashes it into a police car. He
ends up in jail and calls John (Don Ameche)
to bail him out. Can you guess John’s reply?
Also, another funny ‘‘the honeymoon is
over,” skit with the Bickersons.

Drene 2/23/47

Don tells Danny his knowledge of literature is
almost nil.

Danny: My uncle once read a book.

Don: So what does that make you?

Danny: His nephew.

That gives you an idea of this show. The
Bickersons’ “‘I'm sick, John,”’ routine is so
very funny. Drene 3/30/47

o JULY
T —

THREE WESTERN CLASSICS
William Conrad as Mat¢ Dillon
{1} NO SALE. Kitty and her partner are
offered a large sum of money by two
men that want to buy the saloon.
Kitty and Marshall Diilon suspect it

may be a crooked deal. 8/26/56

BELLE'S BACK. The Marshall's old
flame returns Lo Dodge City with a
very unlikely story as to why she has
been gone for three years. Her young
sister helps solve the mystery. 9/9/56

GUNSHOT WOUND. A man
learns that he will soon die of a
bullet wound he received and seeks
revenge against two brothers who
caused it. The Marshall is helpless,
and guns blaze throughout the story!

10/14/56

SGILNCE FICTION
DIMENSION 3"

“Mars is Heaven™
Adventures in time and space, transcribed in
future tense, Wheaties present Dimension
XXXxxx—. The year is 1987 and the [irst
space ship lands on Mars with 17 men
aboard, Will they be welcomed or treated as
invaders? This is an unusual tale, with an
unusual ending. A fascinating story you will
enjoy. One of the best!!!

X MINUS ONE

“Tunnel Under the World"”
Count down to blast off ... 54,321 ...
fire! From the horizons of the unknown are
stories of the future in which you’ll live in a
miliion could-be years, on a thousand may-
be worlds. N.B.C,, in co-operation with
Galaxie Science-Fiction Magazine present
these fantastic sci-fi stories.

GET YOUR TAPES at the Metro-Golden-Memories Shop in Chicago or the Great Amorican Bassbsll
Card Company in Morton Grova. BY MAIL, send $5.92 {includes tax and postage) for each taps to

HALL CLOSET, Box 421, Morton Grove, IL 60053,
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AL JOLSON

He billed himself as the “Werld's Greatest Entertainer’ and no one would dispute
it.

Perhaps the most electrifying personality in a century of show business, Al Jolson
made his mark in vaudeville, on Broadway, on records, in motion pictures and on
radio. '

Anyone whoever saw him perform in person had to agree that Jolson absolutely
captivated his audience, And when, in the middle of a “book” show on Broadway,
Jolson would tell the cast io sit down and relax ‘cause he was just going to sing for
the next hour, theatregoers jumped from their seats and cheered him as he yelled,
“You ain’t heard nothin’ yet!”

Jolson fans who couldn™ get to Broadway or who couldn’t get enough of him in
the movies, were entertained by the “Mammy singer” on radio. His first regular
series was in 1932 on a Chevrolet-sponsored program, Presenting Al Jolson, on NBC,

In 1933, he starred on the Kraft Music Hall with Paul Whiteman angd his Orchestra,
also on NBC. This was followed by another series on the National Broadcasting
Company, the Shell Chateau which ran for a vear in 1935-36.

Jolson moved to the Columbia network in the last half of 1936 to star in The
Lifebuoy Program for three years, He did a show for Colgate in the 194243 season
and when Columbia Pictures released The Jolson Story in 1946, Al was all over the
radio dial, on every network, plugging the picture and as a welcome guest star,

His popularity soared and he returned to NBC in 1947 as star of the Kraft Music
Hall for two great seasons.

Al Jolson was born in Russia on May 26, 1886 and he died on October 23,1950.

Jolson sings again on Those Were The Days, Saturday, June 25th.




