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SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!
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ogeth® [AMPEX |
REEL TAPE

/ Enginesred for professional reliability and
performance. Buby erased, splice-iree Ampex
#5631, #832,°4", 1.5 mil. tape on a clean

EACH used reel, in a new white hinged hox.

ame - BUY 12 AND
7" x 1800 GET 1 FHEE‘

| mi|.5165

PRECISE
GUSTOM LOADED
_ CASSETTES

copy of our ALL CASSETTES: T Five screw case L] Digital pressure pad
naw price [ Mormai bias and eq = Low nmse Z High autpul
BURLINGTON 1I: Mastering cassette for cntcar cepraduction of music and vaice

catalog.
°9 C) even at hgh speeds Loaded with AGFA #4611 ¢1#811 tor C-80 and C-120) audio
L lape ar gquivalent

BURLINGTAN NI Cuplicating cassette for the speker word and non-cribcal music

Excelignt for radho programs Also used in training and educational proararns.
Loaded wilh Magnetic Media XM|1 1ape or equivalent

SPECIJAL C-30 C-60 C-90C-120

Far each cassatle you buy, BURLINGTON I 70 80 105 155
Yo M3y also buy 3 Nered
lywe box for ualy 10¢ each, BURLINGTON M) 55 85 38 145

F R E E wiik the purchase of sach casseite:
2 blask, Keen-stich smudgeproof, cassette labels.

Al 2:;?:,: ' Minimem arder $50.00, Send money srder, certtieder persanal chach (allow time
um‘:ndhm.“ tn clear]. WY rasifents add 8.25% tax. Fer postage and handilng: Add 20¢ for
guarantooc: each repd of tape in 3 box, SC lor each cassette, 3¢ for wach Morelco box.
For information on other quantities, sizes and lengths,
N:.:‘u::ﬁcmm ... PLEASE CALL "RUDY" COLLECT AT 516-678-4414
bulors - -
of mastering and Burllngton AudioTapes, Inc.
m:‘mbﬁﬂm, 106-D Mott Street, Oceanside, New York 11572 (516) 678-4414
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RY. DIRECTORIES,

OLDTIME RADIO’S
MOST COMPLETE &
COMPREHENSIVE
HANDBOOK

s120

POST PAID

ADVERTISERS
DEDUCT $i

A BRC PUBLICATION - SPECIAL SECTIONS ON HOBBY »,

18 CHAPTERS, OVER50 PAGES COVERING
The history of old time radio collecting and trading
Recording techniques and equipment

Improving and organizing your collection

Recording tape, editing, disk dubbing

Logs - and essentia! tool for serious collectors

DIRECTORIES ofallknown OTR clubs and publications
SOURCES for equipment and prices for most commonly used
OTR tape decks

Blank tape and other special supplies of interest to collectors
DEALER ads from across the U.S. for old time radio tapes and
supplies

PLUS THE TECHNICAL GUIDE'S OWN DIRECTORY OF OoLD

TIME RADIO COLLECTORS, FROM COAST TO COAST,
PLUS CANADA.

BRC Productions P. 0. Box 39522, Redford, Michigan 48239-0522
Otd Time Radio Recordings, Services and Supplies
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BRC Productions

PO.Box 39522 - Redford, Michigan 48239-0522

!__E.., 4104 TOHNNY DOLLAR

Iide Matter /24701

Brot Crime Matter 7/1/61

=l Trouble Matter T/B/61

e Coock-a-Nut Matter 7722761

8 Fadre Matter 8/1/n1

Dactor Matter Bf13461

Ity Luoker Matter B/27/6H|

. et Matter 97361

aod Seller 97006

e Barceled Matter 9724761

2= Medium Rare Matter 1078761

Three {or One Matter 10!22.-’6!
E_ 4105 JOHNNY DOLLAE

Wit to Bee Matter 10/29/61

©.i0 Mystery Matter 11/5/61

=g Onx Matter 11/12/61

- o Murder Mattar 11/(8/61

REE] 4107

Two Steps to Morder MATTER 5/20/62
Zip Matter 52752

Wayward Gun Malter b6/3f62

Food of Death Makter b/24/62

Vocite rous Dolphin Watter 7/1/62
The Ritldo= Matter 7/8/62

The Weather or Mot Matter 7/15/62
The Skimpy Matter 7/22/62

The Four iv a Crowd Matter 7/29/62
Care of Trouble Matter 875762

The Oldewt Gag Matter A/12/62

REEL 4084 ADV, OF BHIID MARLOWE
#83 Seahorss Jocksy 5/2/50

¥H4 Hiding Place 5/%/50

#85 Cloak of Kamehameha 5716 /50

#8b Fax Tail 5/23/50

#87 Bed Side Matber 5/30/50

REEL 6204 MAX & CASOLINE ALLE

MAN HAINES MYSTERY HALL OF

FAME £3 "Arthar Guay"

GASOLINE ALLEY [15 min. each]

414 Adventure of Hypoatized Hero

FLl5 Adveature of Rat Race with Rice

#16 Adveature of Fostune's Favorkte Fool

HLT Adv, of Puswin', Fightio', &Faudia’'
Friends

#18 Adventure of the Delective Detective

¥1% The Esger Braver Legal Eagle

#20 Adveoture of the Ancient and Honoe-
able Autovox

#21 Adventure of the Spare Spars

#22 Adventure of the Bird Betrayiog Bard

#23 Adventere of the Agitated Aonoancer

¥Z4 Adveature of the Musician's Ignition

#i5 Adventure of the Faochiul Feminine

-t Mad Bomber Matter LL/Z6/61 g5 Uneaey Hoad 66750 Toueh
Elmer Matter 127461 #89 Faco to Forget & /14/50 2t Adventure of Jealous Jensicn
v Fhone Matter 12/24/61 )

Tamew a Crook Matier 2/1EB/62
1105 JOHNNY DOLLAR

#90 Gold Ciobra 6/21/50

F94 Laat Wish 7/19/50
REEL 6202 BLACK MUSEUM §3

Zlensing Matter 2 /25762
Top Secret Matter 174767
2iden Dhream Matter 3/11/62
= Suer Matter 3/18/62
>w af a Doubt Matter 3725762
ok Matter 4/1/62
cerabd Matter $/8/62
"':.g Idea bMatter 4/15/82

Sk dmore Matter 4/22/62

The Srapd Caryon Matter 4429762
The Zurma Red Matter 5/5/62
T mat for Gold Matter 571362

2TEL 520) BLACK MUSEUM J2

Two Gullets

Thz Straight Razor

Thr Small White Boxes
Th: Glass Shards

Th= Smail White Bo<rs {gnme ak above)
An 2pen Wrench

The Door Koy

A Car Tire

The Blood-Stained Hrick
The Woal facket

# Bed Sheee

A Gcari

REE) 6200 BLACK MUSEUM §1

Toi Maay Matter 12/31/61 #91 Pellcan's Hocat &728/50 07 b'd
Torch Matter 1/21/62 #92 Gizl from Piteh Fork Corners 7/5/50 & JACK ARMSTRONC
¢ 22 So Matter If2ZRAGE
¢ Youree¥ Macter 2710782 ') fron Coffin 7/12/50 DIGK TRAGY - 15 minutes each

Case of Too Many Clowas 7/31/47

Cane of Low Hi-Tack 9/4/47; 9/11/47

Cans of Book of 4 Kings 10/10/47; 10/16 /47

Cane of Hooorable Mr. Malice 1]/6/47

Cawve of the Deadly Tip-off 11/18/47; 11719747

THE NEW DICK TRAGY SHOW

Cuae of the Dark Corridor L/19/45

Cane of Flrabug Murdeea 1946

DICK TRACY - Case of the Big Black Bar
12/31 /47 - (15 mioates)

JACK ARMSTRONG {15 mloutes =ach)

Land of the Sky #/21 /42

Adventars of the Atomic Eogioe 0/20/42

Jack Armatyang in Moroceo 678742

Jack Armastrong in South Americe 1717/ 44;
1{25/#4 {acrurchy)

“¥: Brass Bution & Pisce of Iron Chain Kilroy Was Here  The Receipt Jack Armastrong and Diamoad Thlavey

& Jar of Acid A Jack Handle The Shopping Bagl A Glawe LIZh/44; L2774 Z/2/44

4 Camvas Bag A Claw HMamnper Meat Juico A Trank Stolen Schagner $7L16 /46

A Woodeg Mallet A Womgn's Powgey Puff & Service Card A Silencer Flyiag Tiger L10/19/44

T Tan Shoe A Length of Saeki Gord /4 Wictiooary A Letter Swiodle of G.L Joe $/24/45 (Hoet cpisode)
A 22 Calitwr A Prescription A Shillieg

REE} 6203 BLACGK MUSEUM 14

The Raicceat The Post Card
A Can of Weed Killer gy, Small Bottlea
The Champaign Gilabs  The Hasme rhend
The Telegram The Leather Hag

A Lady's Shoe A 23 Caliber Bullet
The Gladalone Bag The Bath Tab

ITIONAL FROGRAMS NOW AVAILARLE
“CM BRC PRODUCTIONS ---

ny More Sam Spade [with Stewve Dunne}
Zomplete runs of Jack Benny, Gunemoke,

X Migus One, Dimension X.

Mastly complete rune of Johany Dollar as
well a8 many more Whistler shows,

Theater Five, Great Gildorslerve & othuers

CLD TIME RADIC ON REEL & CASSETTE TaPES Qctober 1984 FRICES
ALL REEL RATES are far 4 track recordings, Other formats available,

$i0.00 por reel numbsr « Ampax 4l {used in pew box)

S oreela - $45.00 10 reels - $90,00
531500 per reel oumber - SCOTCH 177 or TDK (our choice) factory packapged,

S recla - 368,00 10 recie - 5135, 900
CASSETTE [Music Grade] Custom wound blanks in Nareleo aryle box
Cuaetom recorded from our reel masters in actual tume with compatible noise peductinn,
37,00 per hour [1 - S tapes] Ordar 5 casasettes, pick one free
S:.50 per hour [10-24 tapes) Pick 2 free cassettes lor every 10 ordered.
$2.00 per hour [25 or more tapes] Pick 2 free cassettes with every 10 ordered.
In moat casce, all cassettes are 60 minutes each -~ Each program unleas noted, runs 1/2 houar.

" SHIPPING & HANDLING BRG PAYS SHIPPING ON ORDERS TOTALLING $100,00 L UF.

CRIERS UNDBER £10, 00 %1, 50 50,00 - 79,59 $3. 00
OROERS FROM 10.00 - 49,59 $2.50 80,00 - 99,99 $4. 00
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The National Lum ¢Abner Society

Do you remember “Those two lovable
old characters from the hill country,”
Lum and Abner? They ran their Jot’Em
Down Store in Pine Ridge, Arkansas, on
the radio from 1931 until 1955, During
those 24 years, they became involved in
some pretty astounding adventures.
And, as yet another amazing event in
their careers, The National Lum and
Abner Society is now a reality!!

The National Lum and Abner Society
is a non-profit, educational organization.
Its purpose is to provide Lum and Abner
fans with a way to share their enthusiasm
with each other, and also to promote
“Lum and Abner” today, to make sure
that the memory of Chester Lauch (Lum}
and Norris Goff {Abner) is never allowed
to die.

As you probably know, Chester Lauch
and Norris Goff were both natives of
Arkansas. They grew up together in the
town of Mena, and learned to imitate the

people whao lived in the more rural areas
of this part of the state.

The idea for the N.L.A.S. originated in
May 1983, when several Lum and Abner
fans from around the country
fortuitiously came into contact with each
other, and decided that with the current
high interest in old radio (with “Lum
and Abner” leading the group of favorite
shows), the time was ripe for a national
society devoted to the old codgers. It
teok over a year of planning to put
everything together into a workable
format, but at last everything was
organized. Chester Lauck (Lum) and
Norris Goff (Abner) having died in 1980
and 1978 respectively, the idea was put
before Chester Lauck Jr., who owns the
rights to anything dealing with the
Arkansas philosophers. He was totally
in favor of the idea, and with his approval,
The National Lum and Abner Society
became a reality.




The Society has several Honorary
Members; these are the surviving
people who were connected with the
series in some way. These include, to
name a few, Clarence Hartzell {beiter
known te Lum and Abner freaks as Ben
Withers}, Chester Lauck Jr., Roswell
Rogers (Lum and Abner’s writer for
many years), and others. The
recollections of these people are an
mnvaluable aid to understanding what
the world of “Lum and Abner” was
really like. )

Every other month, the Society
publishes The Jot'Em NDown Journal,
which contains articles about various
aspects of Lum and Abner history, rare
publicity photos and advertisements,
reprints of Lum and Abner articles from
periodicals of the past 50 years, and
more.

“Lum and Abner” went on the air April
26, 1931, in Hot Springs, Arkansas.
Chester Lauck and Norris Goff, both
voung men, based their aged characters
on people they had known while growing
up in the town of Mena. Their fictitious
locale of Pine Ridge was based heavily
on the nearby community of Waters,
where there really was a general store
run by a man named Dick Huddleston.
Five years after the show's initial
appearance, it had become so famous
that Waters went through an act of
Congress and officially changed its
name to Pine Ridge. “Lum and Abner”
stayed on the air untjl 1955, when it was

finally retired by television and Norris

Goff’s failing health.

Today in Pine Ridge, Dick
Huddleston’s old store can still be seen,
as well as the Lum and Abner Museum,
which is contained in another old general
store building that was originally across
the street from Huddleston’s, just as the
fictional Jot'Em Down Store was on the
radio. Tourists visit the store and

museum all the time, and Pine Ridge
serves as the N.L.A.5.'s official
headquarters.

The National Lum and Abner Society
would like for YOU to be a part of it. The
only dues we request are $1.50 per year,
to cover the cost of mailing six issues of
THE JOT'EM DOWN JOURNAL. Costs
for operating other aspects of the
Society are partially covered by
donations, which we gladly accept. To
join the Society, send $1.50 and/or your
donation to the Executive Secretary, Tim
Hollis, Route 3, Box 110,

Ad appeared in “Radie Guide” August 4, 1934

Famous Network Stars

LUM and ABNER

NOW ON

WGN-10:15p.m.

Eastern Standerd Time
Sanday ~ Mondey —Tuesday —
Wedaesday —Thursdey—Friday

HORLICK'S

MALTED MILK

Tubes, Schematics, Literature
For early radios. SASE.

For free price list. Sam Faust,
Changewater, NJ 07831

L
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Amid The
Native Corn

Newsweek, October 6, 1947

"I would include in the current
Phenomena Americana a brace of young
fellows out of the Ozarks, Lum and Abner.
They have made a speciality of ‘corn’ for
years. I'm talking about ‘corn’ in the first
connotation, cr the neckyoke brand, the
most enduring form of humor known in
the United States of America. It is sneered
at by the city slickers but it has outlasted
all other kinds.”

The praise came from the late Damon
Runyon, a writer whose specialty was the
city and its people. Yet, like many another
city slicker, he found time to appreciate
the Ozark humor of Lum and Abner,
whose seventeen years on the air is .
virtually a Phonomenon Radio.

This week, Lum and Abner hitched up
their breeches and moseyed back to the
CBS network (Monday-Friday,

5:45-6 p.m., EST) after six years on ABC. It
was unlikely that they would notice the
change. For Chet Lauck and Norris (Tuffy)
Goff, who play Lum Edwards and Abner
Peobody, putting a show on anybody’s
network is “purtin’ ear as easy as spittin”.”

Lauck and Goff were boyhood friends in
Mena, Arkansas. They separated to go to
college in the 1920s. Tall, dark, and lanky,
Lauck came home and went into the
automobile finance business. Short, fair,
and plumpish, Goff settled down to
wholesale grocering. Had it not been for a
flood, they probably would still be selling
cars and crackers in Mena. But in 1931
they put on a blackface act as a benefit for
flood victims. It was good and the local
radjo station manager asked them to drop
by for an audition.

When Lauck and Goff arrived at the
studio, they found the place teeming with

would-be Amos ‘n” Andy’s. right there
they switched to Ozarkian humor. Lauck
pulled the name “Lum” out of the air, and
Goff folowed with Abner. Their routine
hastily ad libbed out of a lifetime with the
real thing, was even better than the
blackface act. The business of being
wholesale grocers and auto financiers was
dead. The radio program, “Lum and
Abner,” was born.

Soon after, Lauck and Goff moved to
Chicago and network radio. They also go:
their first sponsor and their first headache
Feeling duty bound to present a script to a
sponsor, the boys set about writing one. It
took them 29 hours. After that it was
easier, The Jot'Em Down Store in Pine
Ridge became a kind of second home fcr
them and for part of the radio audience
Lum was always the self-appointed
executive while Abner took the short end
of the dog’s leg. In this setting, they wove
endearing little homilies that appealed t-
anyone with a love of basic, native humaeo:

As the program grew older, other
characters were added, some played by
Lauck and Goff, some by other radio
actors. In 1937, Hollywood called, and the
show moved to the West Coast, where
Lauck and Goff put on the make-up of ol2
men for some six movies. The bankrol.
was growing. And with the hiring of tw¢
script writers, the job became ever easier.
Nowadays Lauck and Goff are likely tc
wander into the studio just in time to g
on the air. If the script isn't long enough i
doesn't faze them; they simply ad lib unt
time for the commercials.

Alka-
Seltzer




N vt pul your Faith in seed catulomues, That

s with the dooble barreled yame

aluays
A= ot to b valislhes,

Toeter Nimpson can’t really be callad fazy.
Nebody can, who ds as eergelic as sl is when
oenmmies oo minein® other folks Duasiness,

v man has as much stowage space in his
prockets as youllb find inoa ot sizanl
Aressee—and trually they contain Jdust
abwut as much junk.

el U0l b b, S ESHCESEEER aned thindin

w Rurts w fofler st aroch pluin sitfu”
il e b ferenengte,
frdde with experienes s Uial we're peyer

slent toouse the nther feller's sud when we
“ratly wet some for nnrselyes i senerally oo
=zt keep us from doi” whatrver it was wi
soaldnU have done,

—_—

e vealways figured that if g feller voould
vhoose his friends Lhe way he chooses his

g RIDGER.
m—

Old Ed’ards
Sayings

PPINE

Lum Edwards

britches there would be fewer rips in
friendship and oo paiches on the seat of
his wisdom,

Some women have good looks that are like a
Ligfire -it’s better 1o admire "em wlhen you're
& block or w0 away,

—_—
Advice is a lot like money. You £ol 1o get a
store of itin the cash box before you can afford
W go giving any of it away.

—
Bociety ix ke pie.
The upper eruse
connt for
moch unless there's

doesn’t

suemethin® mighty
wonl Delow jr,

I alivays fornd that
the best way to figure

ot ok tomurcons weather was aoing to be is
1 1wait nnbil tomorrote comes aling. That oy
Nl fever ke o o stake.

Too much comfort is a disease thal Lukes
a good old porous plaster full of trouble

to cure.
——

Gettin® mad i= a lot like using a shot gun. The
danged thing alwayvs poes off when you don’t
know it"s loaded. and when you've got a
reasonable axcuse 1o really use it the bareal is
generally so full of old wads that the dad
gurmmed thing anly sputters,

Reprinted from the 1936 Lum & Abner's Almanac
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Wedding Gifts for

Lum and Evalena

The Bridal Pa.rty Just Before the Ceremony that *"Skidded”

The matrimonial tangle of Lum
and Evaiena at Washington, D. C.,
produced an altogether unexpecied
reaction from the dear publie—
they sent encugh wedding gifts—
of a kind—to stock a home and
start up a couple of variety stores.

Tinware, kitechen utensils, roll-
ing pins and a lot of “‘unmention-
ablas” brought good wishes, but
the principal gifts included a four
story wedding cake—and was it
ever good though? — and three
miniature baby buggies. Inciden-
tally, one of these was a handsome

“latest model” and it is now th=
proud possession of little Miss
Lauek—Lum’s baby daughter.

Offers of second hand furnist-
ings and “antigues’ were made I
Lum or Evalena would furnijz:z
their “at home’ address, and mors
than a dozen lawyers offered -
donate their services free when tt:
happy couple came to the point o
getting a divoree. It was lots of
fun anyway and just goes to show
what a grip these boys have on th=
audience of the air.

: :
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HOW’S THIS FOR
POPULARITY?

Lum and Abmner have a steady
flow of fan mail but over and above
that here is what happcned re-
cently:

22,567 names were sent in for
Lum’s petition for a new trial.

5,129 suggested names for Ab-
ner's bahy elephant, Buttercup,.

255,469 people visited Lum and

Abner appearances during the
week of the Cleveland Industrial
Exposition.

8,2G0 guests attended Lum’s
“wedding” at Washington, D. C.

10,000 saw the “Sociable” broad-
cast at Indianapolis and thousands
more had to be turned away.

PINE RIDGE NEWS
IN PICTURES

Pine Ridge is a mythical town of
course, but the pietures shown on
the back page of this issue were
made on “location,” The scenes are
iaid in a small town in Ohio where
business goes on from day to day
just as Lum and Abner portray it
for the radio audience in “'Pine
Ridge.’”” The stores, the jail, the
Justice of the Peace office and the
“No Fishing” creek are all naturai
and were found just ready For the
Lum and Abner characters to step
in and bring Pine Ridge into actual
existence,

We'll let you into a secret It
vou are ever vigsiting in the Cuya-
hogs river valley in Ohio, look for
a small village named Peninsula,
and you'll recognize the “location”
at once. It is a quaint old piace
in a beautiful setting among rocks
and hills, and if you get friendly
with _the people there they may

show you the creek that Lum
jumped into when he discovered
ke had been “sleeping’ on a snake
during the taking of the fishing
picture.

MEET STUBBY GORDON

Boss of the Khythm Masters

He’s a quiet retiring sort of chap
who never raises his voice. But he

raises a wicked haton that swings
hig 25 Rhythm Masters into lively
action for the I’ine Ridge Sociable.

"“Stubby’ has quite a record as a

specialist in orchesfration, and
even before he became one of the
favorites on the N.B.C. he was in
big demand for his arrangement of
dance specialties, While he shines
best as a leader, ¥Mr. Gordon is a
versatile musician personally and
there isn’t a spot in the orchestra
where he can't pick up an instru-
ment and pineh-hit.

LUM & ABNER KIDDED
BY HOSPITAL VETS

Indianapolis Boys Have a Good
Time—and So Do Radio Stars

Disabled soldiers at the U. S.
Veterans Hospital, Indianapolis,
had a good time kidding with Lum
and Abner when the Ford Radio

H




Stars were in that city for their
“Sociable’” broadeast from the
Cadle Tabernacle.

They made a tour of the wards
where they exchanged greetings
and hand shakes with the shut-ins
who could not come down to the
Recreation Hall, and while many
of the boys in bed could scarcely
move they were loaded with wise-
cracks. The halls resounded with
laughter as Abner *took it’* about
his whiskers, specs, and elephant
hunting. Lum’s "‘razzberries’ ¢cen-
tered mainly around his methods
of financing $500 farm purchases
and ‘fixing - up a date' with
Evalena. )

The tour of the wards was a
hilarious round and the radio stars
came in late to the Recreation
Room to a boisterous reception.
The mike was set up there so that
the vets in bed could get the fun
through their head phones.

Lum and Abner put on an im-
promptu skit in Pine Ridge style,
and the vets got a kick out of fre-
quent personal shafts aimed at
members of the audience.

A bunch of the vets demanded
that Abner be ailowed to **sing his
song,”” and the boys put on a com-
edy duet with hill-billy harmoniz-
ing and all the trimmings.

WILL YOU COME AND
SEE A “SOCIABLE?”

Public Broadcasts Being Made
From Different Points Each Week

The extraordinary receptions ac-
corded Lum and Abner on all their
public and semi-public appear-
ances has raised the question,
“Why not move the Friday Night
broade¢asts around ?”

So, Friday, November 10th, saw
the opening of the tour at Indian-
apolis when ten thousand crowded
the Cadle Tabernacle and thou-
sands more had to be turned away,
The following week Lum and Ab-
ner did all their broadeasting from
New York where they were fea-

tured by N. B. C. as one of tke
leading shows put on during tk=
gala opening of the new Radio
City.

When on tour these “Sociables™
are staged in the largest theatres
available, and Lum and Abner, ap-
pearing in person along with the:r
guest stars, send their broadeas:
out over the N. B. C, network ic
full view of the audience. The
stage actually becomes the studio.
and the public becomes the
“*schoolhouse’” audience.

FORD RADIO
CONTEST PROVED
VERY POPULAR

Another Prize Plan Under Way

The Ford radio contest with a
Ford V-8 Sedan as the weekly
prize proved itself to be one of
the most popular features with the
publie. The ecall for a fifty word
statement on “Why I Would Bur
a Ford V-8 Car” produced many
excellent entries that taxed the
patience and skill of the judges.
The simplicity of the contest
brought entries from every claas
of people, and the list of winners
supports the statement made
throughout the contest that a
bricklayer or a clerk had as good
a chance to win as a college pro-
fessor or a trained writer.

Another plan, featuring attrac-
tive prize awards will be an-
nounced at an early date,

“T0 SEE JUSTICE DID FOR
ALL, AND FAVORS TO
NOBODY"”

An Old Edards Sayin

OUR PLATFORM i

L ________________________________|
12



A
PINE RIDGE NEWS

Issued by
THE PINE RIDGE PUBLISHING CO., PINE RIDGE

Managing Editor. . .Lum Edwards
Business Manager....L. Edwards
Advertising Manager. Mr, Edwards
Cireulation Manager...A. Peabody

ittle Local Ttems. .................

Statement of Circulation. ... ..
Subscription Price............

City Editor........ Pres. Edwards
Financial Editor..... Mr. Edwards
Bociety Editor.. ... Abner Peabody
Radio Lditor....... Lum Edwards

................... Abner Peabody

................... Unlimited
... A Postal Card Requesting It
Advertising Rates.............
....... Strictly Credit, No Cash

............. Bpecial Schedule

: Address All Communications 1o
Lum and Abner, ¢/o Kational Broadcasting Co., Chicago, Hlinois

HOWDY'! FOLKS

The first issue of the Pine
Ridge News comes to you with
a noble ideal, as you will see
from our platform at the top
of this column. The News is
free and independent, it is
managed and edited by the
best brains in the county (see
the list above) and its mighty
influence will not be swayed by
advertisers, self-seeking poli-
ticians, or other office holders
who want to grab off high
sounding titles.

The News will be for the
negple in every sense of the
word; its columns are always
open to the public who agree
with us, and they are invited
to send in their communica-
tions saying how much they
like what we are doing to
shape the opinion of the public
and run the community of

Pine Ridge as we think it
ocught to be run.

Local doings, and personal
items about our friends will
be featured, of course, but the
Pine Ridge News will throw
its influence far beyond the
boundaries of Pine Ridge. We
shall give the County Seat ex-
pert advice on running the
whole county, and we shall
try to keep President Roose-
velt posted on national items
like: Off the Gold Standard,
How to Stop Hog Raising Too
Much; Balancing the Foreign
Debts; Revolutions in Alaska;
Raising the Cost of Agricul-
tural Production; What to
Speak About on the Radio;
The Embargo on Prohibition,
and all other matters that bite
into the vitals of Pine Ridge
tax-payers.

We propose to keep clear of
Allied Entanglements but if

13
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foreign nations want our ad-
vice on important affairs and
other problems we shall do so
gladly without prejudice to
Pine Ridge or these United
States.

In other words, the Pine
Ridge News will be right or
wrong but it will be the Pine
Ridge News just the same.

PEABODY’S PINE
RIDGE PICK-UPS

Sister Simking entertained Circle
One of the Lazy Aid at a Pink Tea
last Sunday afternoon. The table
wag decorated in dark brown alter
Aunt Charity Spearg tipped over

-the teapot reaching for a cookie.

Mr. Lum Edwards went to In-
dianapolis, and then to New York,
but we don't know where he is go-
ing from there.

Mr. Abner DPeabody has left!
town, but we expect him back
again,

We are asked to deny that
Squire Skimp

rhost stories to make their blood
run ¢old.

Dan Davis and Miss Evalena
Schultz drove over to the County
Seat Saturday and reported a good
time.

Miss Evalena Schultz enter-
tained Mr. Dan Davig at a 'tete-a-

instead of buying:’
his young'uns ice cream, told them

tete tea Sunday afternoon in the
absence of her parents,

Business s improving at the
Jot-em-down Store. I’rops. Ed-
wards and Teabody are out of
town and Cedric Weehunt is the
manager,

Dick Huddleston reports that &z
traveling salesman came into hiz
store and didn't know any funny
stories. el

Chicf T'uddleweem reports there
have been no births, deaths, wed-
dings or other serious accidents ir,
Pine Ridge for over a month.

Mr. Lum Edwards reportg there
is a big strike on among New York
newspaper reporters, and that's
why nothing has appeared in the
New York press about his visit to
that town.

Mrs. H. P. Spinks e¢alls in that
new form of crime wave has
started south c¢f fown. Somebody
gtole the license tag off her dog. I
was Number 23, dated 1931. The
poliee ig investigating.

The party line was all excite-

ment the other day. Mrs. Eliza-
:beth Peabody got a long distance
icall trom somebody called Pea-
|b0dy who said he came from Scot-
‘land Yards. He was asking for
{ Abner but didn’t say what for.
Mr. Edwards writes that he has
decided not to buy Centiral Park.
because the folks in New York
need it for a playground, and any-
way he thinks he can get good
bottom land around Pine Ridge at
a better price.

The Schoolhouse has been closed
Friday pights of late because the
Sociable is wanted in some of the

ventures will amuse and surprise

TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOUT PINE RIDGE

It you enjoy the Ford radio program, introduce your friends
to the fun and *““doings” of Pine Ridge.
humor of these lovable characters who are now launched on an
extensive tour of the large cities of the United Statea. Their ad-

neighborhood you will have an opportunity to make up a party to
attend thelr “Sociable’” broadcast.

They’ll like the quaint

you, and when they come to your

|
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rigger towns for a while.

“hen the Chicago Express
stopped for water Tuesday night,
\iss Irene DBeasley jnquired ‘for
Lom and Abner. Oa being told
-rey were out of town she said she
-y wanted to send her love to
nartercup, the baby elephant.

A slightly serious accident was
cld at Main and Ridge this week.
-3 Hammernail and a load of

szetables tangled with Hesa
B'och, the butcher’s Ford truck,
a-d for a while the street looked
‘Lz a beef stew.

g
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CRIPPLE BOY’S
LETTER BRINGS LUM
AND ABNER VISIT

Indianapolis Lad Gets His Wish—
And a Big Surprise

On the Friday morning, during
their Indianapolis vigit, Lum and
Abner received the following let-
Ter;

“Dear Lum and Abner:

“] am &0 happy you are
coming to Indianapolis you
are my favorite radio enter-
tainers. I am a little cripple
boy and cant come to see you
so wont you come and see me
while you are here?

. Master Tom Dye
1618 N. Meridian St.,
_____ _ Indianapolis”
Even with a heavy day ahead of
them, including a visit to Rutler
I"niversity, a noon parade down-
~own, rehearsal and the big “So-
ciable’” broadcast in the evening.
Lum and Abner deecided that Tom
Dye should get his wish, So the
Badio Boys cut the breakfast in-
ternal short and dashed out to
Tom's house on Meridian Street.

The little paralytic, who is 14
vears old and cannot leave his

chair, gazed wide-eved at Lum and
Abner, and after mastering his ex-
citement, told them in a Kentucky
drawl *“You all don’t look like 1
thought.” THe recognized Gene
Hamilton’s veice as that of the
Ford anncuncer, but he had to be
introduced to «gtubby’’ Gordon of
the orchestra.

The Pine Ridge boys told Tom a
few things about the different
characters, and who played them,
and before they left they filied the
littie eripple’s cup of happiness to
overflowing when they presented
him with"an autographed photo.

RADIO VISITORS
TO PINE RIDGE

JAMES MELTON,
tenor of stage, screen OrF micro-
phone. He is a national favorite
noted for his successes in the
Follies, and with The Revellers.

ANNETTE HENSHAW, the
dainty little «“RBundle of Sweetl-
ness”’ in a crinollne, She was the
gensation of The Showboat, and
has just returned to radioc after a
gevere 1llness.

IRENE BEASLEY, the Song-
bird of the South. She isn’t a
Blues or a Torch Singer; just full
of music and has a peculiar style
of her own that everybody likes.

FLORENCE LANGFORD, the
19 vear old contralto that Rudy
vallee discovered gsinging to her
classmates in a Florida Boarding
School.

ARLENE JACKSON, another of
thege diminutlve dynames , that
chase the blues away. She ean put
tears or laughter into her songs.

GEORGE LYON ig the man who
does extraordinary things with a
harp, and you can judge hils worth
by the fact that every finger on
hiz hands carries $10,000 of in-
surance.

the greatest
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Believe it or not, these two good looking All American boys you
see are Lum and Abner.
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“CHET” LAUCK AND

“TUFFY”’ GOFF

WHO LUM AND ABNER REALLY ARE

They probably rank among NBC’s youngest starg and their clim®:
ip the ladder of radio fame has all been done in the last two years.
Here’s the long and the short of it—for Lum stands 6 ft. 1% in.
zizh, while Abner ig 5 ft. 6 in. low. When Lum first blinked at the
Arkansas sun in 1963 his folks christened him Chester H, Lauck, and

“MOM” RUNS A LUM
AND ABNER SOCIABLE
OF HER OWN

Collegians Are Her Guests

We have many reports of Lum
and Abner parties every Friday
night but Mrs. Charles E. Barton
+“Mom"” to all the eollege boys
and girls) has a regular Soceiable
every Friday night. Her home at
403 Spruce Street, Morgantown,
W. Va., is open house to the bhoys
and co-eds from Morgantown Col-
iege and the evening's entertain-
ment is built around the Lum and
Abner broadcast. Mom puts up a
.ight lunch for the young people,
and when they feel like it, the rugs
may be rolled up (they generally
are} for daneing to the String
Band and Stubby Gordon’s Rhythm
Masters.

As this lady tells the story, she
likes young people and likes to see
nem enjoy “wholesome entertain-
~ent that is really funny.” She
sends no Invitations; just lets it be
snown that everybody is welcome.

And {8 “Mom’ popular?

How is this for long distance?
The NBC people have recelved a
report from an Australian short
wave operator that he picked up
Lum and Abner’s “Ford Auto Pro-
gram.”’

when he went to school the fellows
shortened this to **Chet,” and that
has followed him all through Ark-
ansas University into the NBC
studios. Abner, whodidn't material-
ize {ill four years later (another
donation from Arkansas) started

out in life as Norrig Goff, but in’

early boyhood the proper handle
got knocked off and ever sinee it's
been “Tuffy” Goff. Don’t misjudge
the young man. This title wag hung
on him because of what he did on
the football field, the baseball dia-
mond, and at the track meets! For
all their natural southern drawl
over the mike, both Chet and Tufty
are anappy young fellows, hoth are
University graduates belonging to
Sigma Chi Fraternity, and disap-
pointing as this may be to some of
the ladies, both are married to
Arkansas lasses.

Dut s got kael i the “Mike,”
Lum Edwards and Abner Peabody,
are real living characters from the
Arkansas Hilis, and the reason
these boys put it over so naturally
is that they are portraying life as
they have seen it from their ¢hild-
hood. Of course, they have a talent
for theatricals and their first Lum
and Abner skit was put on for
sweet charity’'s sake at a Lion's
Club Luncheon in Mena. So good
wag it that Station KXTHS at Hot
Springs demanded a broadeast—
when “Tuffy” proved he wasn’t so
tough after all by going “Beared
stiff'" at the *Mike.”

e T
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THOUSANDS STORM TO SEE L

“Sociable” Gets Audience of 10,000 with Thousands
More Turned Away

This photograph of the interior of the Cadle Tabernacle at In-
dianapolis indicates the overwhelming response of the public to the
broadecast of Lum and Abner’s Friday Night “Sceiable” on November
10th. The Tabernacle, with accommodation for 10,000 was filled to
capacity an hour before the show, and officials of the Indianapolis
Police and Fire Departments estimated that from eight to ten thousand
more people were clamoring at all entrancea for admission. For sev-
eral blocks in every direction the streeis were packed with automo-
biles, and the crowds surged against the closed doors even after loud
speakers announced that the house was already loaded beyond capacity.

This hig event marked the open-
ing of Lum and Abner's tour of the
prineipal cities and the extraordi-
nary reception accorded the Ford
radlo favorites indicates that the
main problem will be one of find-
ing sufflcient accommodation to
meet the public response.

Prior to the public broadeast of
the “Sociable” over the N. B, C.

Network from the stage, the huge
audience was entertained with an
all-star show featuring famous
stars of the air and of Broadway
in personal appearances. These
included Irene Beasley, the famous
Songhird of the South, the Walker
Slaters, a singing trio with novelty
hits direct from DBroadway; the

e Wy
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UM AND

BNER

BROADCAST

Maple City Four from Chieago,
Frances Sellers, the whistling
thrush:; Stubby Gordon’'s Dance
Orchestra, and a variety of loecal
talent, including the Cadle Taber-
nacle Choir of 1,300 voices.

The huge audience evinced in-
tense interest when the orchestral
strains of “Elanor” announced
that the broadcast was on itz way
to millions of listeners on the N.
B. C. Network; Gene Hamilton,
the exclusive Ford announcer, was
geen at the microphone, and then
Lum and Abner came on to the
“gtage studio” amid tumultuous
applause. The *Sociable” wasg pre-
sented just at it eomes over the air
from the Pine Ridge Schoolhouse,
with Lum and Abner intreducing
the guest stars and furnishing in-
terludes of that “homey’” humor

which has made them famous,

In short, the ten thousand
throng had the unigue experience
of taking part in one of the most
popular broadecasts on the alr
today.

Calls for Lum and Abner

Following the *Elanor’’ sign-off
by the orchestra, the audience
called for Lum and Abner and {i
was announced that in a few min-
utes they would be introduced to
“Chet” Lauck and “Tuffy” Goff as
they really are. The appearance of
the two young stars in Tuxedos
created a gasp of surprise and an
outburst of applause. The great
gathering refused to let the hoys
merely take a bow—ithey had to
put on a typical Lum and Abner
interlude and even then they were
recalled time and time again be-
fore the crowd dispersed,

O
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22,567 Sign Lum’s New Trial Petition
SO THE PLAYBOY IS FREE AGAIN

When Lum got the bad news that he was to go “‘up the river,” for
two years, public indignation broke loose and there was a universal

demand for a new trial.

Pine Ridge, of course, started the “petition’ protest, but to the
amazement of everybody the radio audience took it up, and real docu-
ments, carrying thousands of signatures starfed pouring in to Lum

and Abner.

Lawyers, too, took up the case and among the hundreds of legal
defense offers (accompanied by outlines of procedure) from members
of the bar, there iz one from Mr, Hal, L. Norwood, States Attorney

General of Arkansas.
Here it ia—

“Very happy to defend Lum In forthecoming trial.

secure an acquittal.

- “Gene Hamilton, Speaking”

Here he is; the owner of that
mellow persuasive voice that comes
over the radio each night, intro-
ducing the Ford program and put-
ting across the incisive reasons
why everybody should be fair to
themselves and — “‘See the new
Ford . . . before you buy.”

He is the only announcer giving
hig time exclusively to one account
and he was chogen for Lum and
Abner becaupe of the impression
he made while announeing for the
Armour Hour, Edison Symphony,
Clara, Lu n’ Em, Paul Whiteman
and others on the big time in radio.

Gene is a sandy haired youth of
25 summers, has traveled, and
mixes a guitar with singing and
boxing. That is, he did until an
opponent broke Gene’'s nose (youw'd
never guess it) when he decided
that he’d be better and more profit-
ably employed in an Intensive
study of thé radio business, At
leaat that’s why he says.

Believe I can

Hal L. Norwood,
Attorney General,
State of Arkansas”

And these petitions! It just lsn't
possible to list them all. They
come on post cards, they come in
letters, they eome on legal forms
and they come from old and young;
from small towns and great cities;
from families, from groups, from
institutions—from every kind and
class of people.

Just to give one or two exam-
ples:—The Scuth High School of
Akron, Ohio, sends 1iits own
“Whereas” document with 233
signatures and says “"More if nec-
essary’’; an Institution for the
Blind offers to furnish a jury panel
that “will do the right thing by
Lum’; a letter with 18 signatories
from Charlotte, N. C., expresses
willingness to put up a §5,000
bond and a prison warden invites
Lum to eome to his jail as a
“trusty.”’

In face of such an overwhelming
display of publie opinion there
could only be one resuli—-vindiea-
tion of the kindly old fellow whose
goodness of heart got the better of
his judgment.

_
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LumccAbner: An appreciation

by David Reznick

Unlike other mass media, network radio
in its heyday suffered from a lack of
serious commentary and criticism. For
various reasons, the phenomenon of’
dramatic radio never brought forth its
Kaels of Agees to solemnize and
legitimatize the form. Ironically, this
situation is only now, in retrospect, being
remedied. Now that the corpse is laid out
on the table, many writers, like perceptive
pathologists, have been able to put our
loss into perspective. We can clearly see
the artistry involved in transforming
a dozen running gags into the everfresh
JACK BENNY program; we can
understand how ONE MAN'S FAMILY
might honorably take its place among the
more celebrated manifestations of the
“realism” movement in fiction; we can be
" sure that if Paul Rhymer had written
novels instead of VIC AND SADE, his
name would be mentioned with Mark
Twain in discussions of American humor.
Today, many of the old programis have
their champions and specialists, and a
newly discovered episode of QUIET
PLEASE or FRED ALLEN is cause for
rejoicing among all collectors.

Yet it seemns to me that while certain
well-known high spots of OTR are
continually celebrated, other programs
are taken for granted. This is certainly true
of LUM AND ABNER, the vern vin
ordinaire of network radio, plugging along
day after day, year after year for aimost a
quarter century, ignored by critics, now
discounted by collectors. But LUM AND
ABNER is lasting. We don’t remember it
s a high water mark; we remember THE
shadow and THE LONG RANGER, but
surely we can see, more for their
childhcod associations than for their
quality; we remember LIGHTS OUT, only

to discover upon rehearing what an
embarrassingly poor dramatist Oboler
was. But L & Ais redolent of timelessness.
It's better today than what it was then.
L& Awasnota unique conception;
rather it was just one example of a genre
well-worked by others with whom it may
legitimately be compared. The populating
of an entire multi-character program by
one or two vocal virtuosi was a common
stunt, well done by many. Jimmy Scribner
needed to help at all on THE JOHNSON
FAMILY, and Mel Blanc talked to himself
for years in the Warner Brothers cartoons.
But of course, the mest obvious
comparison is with AMOS 'N” ANDY.
No matter how funny the scripts or how
adept the actors, a program of this nature
will be artistically successful only to the
extent that we are motivated to suspend
our disbelief. We must wantto believe that
many different people are speaking,
rather than one or two. This is dependent
not enly on technical proficiency and

4 PAYS—-EACH WEEK
wonsorse 8y ALKA-BELTZIR A
ONE-A-DAY (ieand] YITANN TADLES
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7:18 P.M. CWT
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story line, but also on our involvement
with the actors themselves; on our
rerceptions of how they feel about us and
their material (The exception, of course, is
2 satirical version of the form such as is
rrovided by Bob and Ray who wantus to be
aware at all times that we are hearing two
men doing different voices.) It is this
sudience-performer interaction that is
missing for me, from AMOS ‘N’ ANDY,
A & A is firmly entrenched in American
media folkiore, with its phenomenal NG i
success, its catch-phrases, its Christmas ‘&:‘:&H NB[:
oroadcast, and all the rest. But history has T Y
taught up with A & A. No matter what e
pleasure we derive from our associative
memories, the inescapable fact is that the

T'he two old gentlemen

fragram is rooted in social injustice and from Pine Ridge are on the
ugliness. The nature of the show is such : N1

r over the NBC Blue net-
that Gosden and Correll, no matter what al er thel
sheir intentions might have been, couldn’ work every ni ght except

help but appear condescending and
superior, A & A appeals to our baser
natures. [ suspect we've always known

Saturday and Sunday.

that, but in the more innocent thirties and Station Place Tinne

forties, we were allowed to plead WJ7 New Yark T30 pam, FST
ignorance, an attitude we'd be hard WLW Cincinnari U0 o, ST
pressed to sustain today. And it's the WRZ Boston .30 pum, EST
reason, I think, that A & A of all programs WBZA  Springficld 7330 pom. EST
came across better on TV than on radio, WSYR  Svracuse 730 pon. BST

The sight of black actors engaged in
perpetuating racial stereotypes, poignant
s it may have been, was atleast free from ) P .
Lo c . . . KO San Francisco B:15 pum. PST
the uglier implications involved in seeing s | o T
whites do so. Tim Moore’s Kingfish was a RTT Los Angeles  8:15 pm. S
f
i

WOGAR  Cleveland
WENR  Chicaygn 30 pom. CST

7130 pom. EST

o

far more developed and sympathetic RGW - Pordand 15 pm. PST
figure than Gosden’s ever was. KOMQ  Seartle A5 pm. PST
CHester {(Lum) Lauck and Norris
1Abner} Goff have said that LUM AND
ABNER was originally meant to be a black S

{Pacific Coast Stations
omit Thursday)

dialect act, but was changed almost Your radio set, tuned to
accidently at the last moment. If so, it was . .

~ enormous stroke of good fortune for one of these stations, 1s an
hem; yet it is hard to imagine them ever introduction to everybody‘
ceing abie to indulge in the sort of put ] ) . '

down humor that black-face must in Pine Rldge-

necessarily represent. For they were able

“

23




to make that ineffable connection with
their audience which brought their
charactérs—not just the title characters,
but the whole population of Pine Ridge,
Arkansas—to life.

L & A’s success is based upon a two-
pillared foundation; story line and humnor.
Typically, the plot of a situation comedy is
merely a device to allow the characters to
do their familiar comedy turns; but L & A
plots were more than that The madcap
sequences which had the old fellows
constructing rocket ships to Mars and
being chased by lions were alternated
with sequences of the purest, most
primitive melodrama: abandoned babies
and mistreated orphans, the stuff of
campy satire.

But these outrageous tear-jerkers were
delivered with such innocence and
sincerity that we were {(and are, upon
rehearing) forced to accept them at face
value. And in doing 50, we are willing to
impart realism to the characters—we are,
in short, ready to love them. And there is

P0.BOX 192X BABYLON,NY. 11702

plenty to love. Those who do not know
the series assumne that it is only hillbilly
humor of the Hee-Haw stripe (and in this

‘group I must include John Dunning,

whose description of Abner in TUNE IN
YESTERDAY as a “whining gambler”
certainly suggests that he has never so
much as listened to a complete episede).
Those who listened occasionally might
describe Lum or Abner as stupid. But the
devotee knows better. Kingfish and Andy
were stupid. Lum and Abner were
childlike. Lum was childlike in his
grandiose plans and his rapidly changing
enthusiasms, in his belief that wearing a
banker's hat made him a banker. Abner
was childlike in his conviction that these
who speak with authority are probably
right, thus allowing him to go along with
the most egregions schemes and plots.
The distinction is all-important: We may
be amused by stupidity, but we can love a
child of any age, and we can identify with
him as well. And so the plots, while they
often creaked along, were an essential

REELS $1.00 AN HOUR. CASSETTES $ 200 ANHOUR:

ESTABUSTED ESTEEMED DEALER .
200 PAGE REEL T - REEL. CATALDG $1.25,
CASSETTE CATALOG FREE.
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rart of the L & A recipe, the ingredient
Shat was missing in the later half-hour
=carnation of the program.

They provided himanity and
znderlined the basic morality and
zaodness of the protagonists. Surely they
=are synthetic and obvious, but like
Norman Rockwell’s magazine covers, and
~zr the same reasons, they worked.

They were delivered in a manner that
convinced us that the events happened
e way Lauck and Goff wanted them to
Cappen in real life.

This atiribute, of course, was shared by
—any programs, including most soap
>reras. But the other ingredient was
~umor. Lauck and Goff were funny, And
.ot like Barney Google and Snuffy Smith.
They were sly, swift, and deadpan—the
—ost sophisticated big-city humorists.
They dealt in nuances and finesse, and
rad nothing in common with the
<uthouse humor of stock hillbilly
wutines. They were, in fact, masters of the
culetly outragecus, and had much in
cemmon with the more highly regarded
cractitioners, notably, Paul Rhymer,

Indeed, there is much in L & A that is
rerauniscent of its celebrated
onternporary, VIC AND SADE. Both
s2und delight in given names, and the
zmnesia-stricken Grandpappy Spears’
Tsistence that he is Buster V, Davenport, a
sezond-hand vacuum cleaner salesman
—om Toledo, Ohio, cannot fail to evoke
=emories of the admirable Uncle
Feetcher. The character of Grandpappy
>pears itself is strongly suggestive of
Lncie Fletcher and Grandpappy’s- non-
*juiturs and the Farmers Almanac are
straight out of the little house halfway up
e next block. Significantly, Clarence

Uncle Fletcher) Hartzell himself was
zsed later in the half-hour version of L &
A But it was not imitation Rhymer wer
Reard from Lauck and Goff—it was a
rzzhiy original blend of styles, which

could quickly broaden to verbal slapstick.
The routines in which Lum used an “old
Edwards saying” that Abner insisted on
taking literally, were a homage to the
vaudeville style of Abbott and Costello,
The most original aspect of the humor was
that it was delivered in a language all its
owmn, and one that only constant listeners
could appreciate. The idioms and
expressions created by the two were
always consistent, and a great source of
pleasure as they became familiar,

Along with all this, there was the fact
that Lauck and Goff were easily the most
technically accomplished of the multi-
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entrance even as we laugh. To this roster
must be added the host of characters who
are constantly referred to but who never
appear, and in whom we come tc believe
as readily as those on stage. This last
phenomenaon is also highly characteristic
of VIC AND SADE, and accounts for the
breadth and scope of both programs.
Finally, LUM AND ABNER is an
excellent evocation of life on the home
front during World Warr 1L, accurately
transmitting informatien about how it was
to live in an era of rationing books, victory
gardens, and meatless Tuesdays.

g " HNILY um‘c It is cause for rejoicing that so much L &

A—a significant part of the complete
s HELPF“L Hlm run—is available today. The complete
LUM AND ABNER is a treasurable
document which deserves an honored
place in the catalog of every collector.

o

Reprinted from the June 1978 issue of
Collector’s Corner.

voiced men. There was an uncanny
separtation of characters done by the two
men, never approached by Gosden, Edgar
Bergen, or anyone else.

There are many episodes extant in
which Lauck or Goff appear alone with no
loss of credibility, One must constantly
remind oneself that the same man plays

. Lum, Grandpappy Spears and Cedric
Wehunt. Not only are the voices sharply
ditferentiated, but the characters
themselves are clearly delineated and
distinct—there isnever a carry over from
one to another—a flawless juggling act.

Mousey Grey, the spaced-out eccentric;
Uncle Henry Lunceford, the officious prig
who represents the law in Pine Ridge;
Cedric Wehunt, who sounds like
Mortimer Snerd, but isn't quite as
bright-—all these are sharply etched and
immediately identifiable, And of course,
there is Squire Skimp, a truly malevolent
villian who makes us nervous with each

-]
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Radio Book

by Edward Carr

Have you ever had a hard time writing
a letter, to put down the right words in
the right place, to make it all sound
intelligent? For some reason this time
around [ couldn’t get started. Imust have
discarded five half written pages until [
decided to write down what a problem 1
was having and see if [ could flow into it.
Guess what! Here's the column.

The first book written about here was a
hucky find. As Itraveled the usual haunts
I hadn’t come up with a new book or
even a duplicate. Nothing. Then as [
turned to leave I glanced at a shelf called
World History and saw Lowell Thomas’s
name. Upon closer inspection I found
this book, “History as You Heard It”. Let
me tell you, no one in that barn was as
pleased as me. Why? Wetl, this book is a
new addition to my collection and will
make a nice reference book as well.
“History as You Heard It” written by
Lowell Thomas, 1957, published by
Doubleday with a forward by William S.
Paiey. On September 29, 1930 there
began an association between Lowell
Thomas and radio that lasted for twenty
six years, The book consists of twenty six
chapters, each one for a year, starting in
1930 and ending in 1955. Each year
contains important news broadcasts as
heard over CBS and related by Lowell
Thomas. I believe this will make a nice
reference book for those of you who
collect news broadcasts. Although there
was only this one book, if you would be
interested in obtaining a copy, drop me a
line and Il put your name on my
“finders list”; which I take with me

everytime | go book hunting.

Before 1 go on to the next one, what
makes a book rare? One that only had a
brief run that collectors now seek, and
the original material contained in it may
or may not have been worth the paper it
was written on. Well, no matter what
reasen or reasons a book becomes rare,
how do we in this hobby determine if a
book has really become a collectors
item? I would like to throw this out to the
readers of this publication. If you really
collect books on Old Radio, the people,
etc. who helped it grow, please send me
a xerox of your list. [ will compare them
and give out the results. But [ do need
the cooperation of everyone or else Tam
just blowing in the wind and of course
that brings up the next book.

“Air Storming” by Hendrik William
Van Loon on NBC, written in 1935,
published by Harcourt, Brace and
Company, N.Y. This is a collection of
forty radio talks, given by Mr. Van Loon,
over NBC starting in May of 1935 and
the last mentioned was October 1935,
They were broadcast on Sundays and
Thursdays at 8:45 ES.T. The talks
covered a wide range of subjects of
current events; what really was
happening in Italy, Germany and the
rest of the world. At the same time he
linked the present with the past. He
talked of Joan of Arc, the crusaders and
he talked on many subjects and each talk
mentioned in the book was supposed to
have been exactly as given over the air.

For myself, I found the book quite
stuffy, however, many of you reading
this will remember my opening
paragraph leading to this book.

Keep you book marks in place and
happy reading!
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RJR Enterprises-a company that is as new as 0ld Time Radie Digest-
wonld like to introduce you to inatant nostalgia with the
s peratars and supershows of old-time radio, Just take a look:

#2331 Danny attende an auction 1-20=-45

Off to Washington . 1-27-45
#234 Danny's return 2=3-4%

Valenkine's day 2u10=-45
#2315 Danny buvs a dog - 2-17=45%

Danny's 1little theater 2-24 45 {sound flux near end)

The Great Gilderslseve
#3135 Leroy and Craig et arrestéd for stealing lumber
Gildy takes the bank dépomsit home
#3316 Gildy writes a song to. sell
Gildv's girl is bored with his dancing
#3318 The big checkup
Mean to the kida, tries to atone
#339 Gildy goes to a duda ranch
Leroy's in the school play

Charlie McCarthy Show

#46 Guest: Richard Widmark 10=26-47
Gureat: Carmen Miranda 11=-23=-47
47 OGuest: Betty Hutton 9~28-47
Guest: Don Ameche 10~5-47
#3141 Omest: Walter Pidgeon 12=-2=45{acratchy)
Guesat: Ray Milland . 1=17-46
#342 Gneat: Keenam Wynn 9-9-45 -
Guest: Fred Allen 10-21-45
#3431 Guest: Hopalong Caasidy 12-26-54
Guest: BEdward Everett Horton 10=20-46
#371 Guests: Walt Disney & Donald Duck  9=21-4%7
Gueat: Lana Turner 11-16-47

The_Whistler

#111 Death 2aughs laat 10=5-45
House at Sycamora Road o 10=15-45
#112 Final retuen . 10=20=45%
Harvest of death 11=29-45%5
#113 Sesing eve 11-12-45
Coincidence 11=-16-45§
#114 The strav dreanm 11=2645
Poisgon is quicker 12~3=45
#115 The cistern 12-10=-45%

Lucky night 12-17-45

Prices are: 1/$5.00; 3/$15.00 + 1 FREE; 5/$25.00 + 2 FREE;

7/535.00 + 3 FREE; or 0/$45.00 + 4 FREE.You can mix & match.
Send $2,00 for ecatalog{credited to first order) to RJR Ent.,
PO Rox 21428, Chattanooga, Tennesaes 37421,
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Enclosed are a few OTR “Oddities”
obtained recently from a source [ hadn't
even known existed. The source was
some tabloid rotogravure sections done
in sepia tones, titled, “MIDWEEK
PICTORIAL" and published by the New
York Times Company. They came to my
attention in a used book store while
looking for some other material.

The paper was quite brittle and edges
and corners quite “flaky” but, in board,
the pages were clear and legible. Their
pictures and captions gave quite an
interesting “peek” at life as it was being
lived 60 years ago. In fact, I probably
would have enjoyed all 30 some issues,
but, at $3.00 an issue I settled for just two
issues. I did take the time to page
through most of the issues. It was evident
that radio was already a “big” thing in
the early and mid-twenties, and getting
bigger rapidly. Items that wouldn't even
make the back page of today's
newspaper were considered newsworthy
then by the New York Times,

I did have a scratch pad with me so
copied down some of the radio
information to add to my collection even
though the items themselves were not
going to be acquired. The “copying” was
done hastily and not necessarily
verbatim, but, at least, the gist of the item
was captured.

The thought came that perhaps some
of these items might be usable in the
RADIO DIGEST as “fillers”. If not, at
least they might add to your enjoyment
of OTR.

Sincerely, Paul Everett
Box 4430 St Paul, Minn. 55104

RADIO BEAUTY CONTEST!

Miss Hilda Brooks won first prize in the
first radio beauty contest in the U.S.A. It
was conducted by a Cincinnati, Ohio
radio station. Thousands of fans from
many states voted by telegraph for her
on the sirength of a description of her
plus her pleasing laugh and the sound of
her broadcasting voice.

Source: NY TIMES MIDWEEK
PICTORIAL 6 March 1924 p7

{NOTE: I suspect the radio station

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO RE-LIVE THE DAYS OF:
“OLD TIME RADIO™

In your own living room, again hear the voice of The Shadow, The Lone
Ranger, Amos 'n Andy, Bergen & McCarthy, Gunsmoke, and many others.
Hear Al Jolson, Judy Garland, and Bing Crosby.

$1.00 Brings You This CatalogI!!

SHOWS COST:

Reel To Reei Tape  $ 3.50 Per Hour — Minimum Order 3 Hours

Cassette Tape $ 5.00 Per Hour — Minimum Order 2 Hours
8 Track Cartridge $10.00 Per 90 Minute Tape — Minimum QOrder 20 Minutes

Stuart Jay Weiss + 33 Von Braun Ave. * Staten Island, N.Y. 10312

.. |
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—entioned in the above item was WLW
z:d have just written to them to find out,
< possible. There has not been enough
—me vet to receive a reply.)

EDDIE CANTOR RADIO IN

A SUITCASE!

Zidie Cantor is pictured in his dressing
rcom while tuning in a radio built into a
valise standing open vertically on a
@ble. The set has three tubes plus
batteries and loudspeaker. It is said to be
e only one of its kind in existence!
Source: NY TIMES MIDWEEK
F.CTORIAL 6 March 1924 p7

ART INSTRUCTION BY RADIO!
_tle Glenda Shaver (5-6 yrs. old app.)
¢ Jersey City, N.J. stands before an easel
= she completes what looks like a
mecture of Santa Claus as she gets cartoon
struction by radio!
Source: NY TIMES MIDWEEK
FICTORIAL 6 March 1924 p7

YOUNGEST RADIO OPERATOR IN
L5A!

Zeven year old boy, Wendelin Luckner
=t Bridgeport, Connecticut is claimed to
> the voungest radio operator with a
=Tzt grade license (#30,504).

Source: NY TIMES MIDWEEK
TICTORIAL 6 March 1924 p7

PRIZE BULLDOG ENJOYS RADIO!
Trz prize bulldog of Edgar C. Gause of
Kennett Square, Pa. sometimes sits for
~curs with a pair of earphones on to
=-ov radie concerts.

Source: NY TIMES MIDWEEK
FICTORIAL 6 march 1924 p7

Fiorello H. LaGuardia Archives
frunded in 1982, the Fiorello H.
~2Guardia Archives houses and seeks to
czllect documents and photographs on
e social and political history of New
¥ ork City in the twentieth century, with
narticular emphasis on the LaGuardia

years, 1917-47. Among our principal
collections are the personal papers of
Ficrello H. LaGuardia, 3,500
photographs of LaGuardia, oral history
interviews with friends and associates of
LaGuardia, documents and photographs
ont the social history of Queens and the
papers of the New York City Housing
Authority.

The Archives is interested in all
materials on the LaGuardia years.
Specifically, we are presently seeking to
coltect or borrow live recordings, tapes
or oral histories relating to New York
City between 1934 and 1946, the years
of LaGuardia's reign at City Hal, for a
project designed to produce public radio
programs. Actual recordings of Board of
Estimate hearings, press conferences and
other functions at City Hall, as well as
dedications, ceremonies or openings
throughout the city would supplement
our existing collections and enable us to
produce programs recreating
Depression-era New York.

In addition, we remain committed to
enlarging our LaGuardia photographic
collection and our social history
photographic collection which
documents everyday life of New
Yorkers in the first half of the twentieth
century. Please contact Dr. Lieberman if
your are interested in contributing
materials to the radio program project,
or in donmating items to the Archives’
collecticas in general.

Director:

Dr. Rickard K. Lieberman
{718) 626-5078

Richard Barr

Fiorello H. LaGuardia Archives
LaGuardia Community College
31-10 Thomson Avenue '
Long Island City, N.Y. 11101
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Publisher’s note

The Digest has now been in print for
one full year and I and the Staff really
appreciate the support of our subscribers
and advertisers — without you it would
not be possible. _ _ .

An extra special thanks to Joe Webb
who will now carry past issues of the
Digest in his Catalog. I wouldn't be
writing this column if it weren't for Joe
Webb and Bob Burnham, as [ got into
publishing by printing the old Collector’s
Comer/NRT — thanks to Joe_ and Bob
for all your support — it’s been a
pleasure working with you.

Your letters and comments are
appreciated. They tell us what youwould
like and if we can do it, it's yours.

All Clubs New and Old: If you would
like to adopt the Digest as your club
newsletter, we will be glad to give you
special rates if all the issues are mailed to
the same address; write for details.

We have added the convenience of
VISA or MASTERCARD for those who
would like to charge their subscription.

- Gota friend interested in OTR? Why not

give a gift subscription to get them
hooked all the way! We have alot of new
articles coming in the future issues, so
don’t miss them! )

Herb B};ﬁdenburg




Return to those thrilling  Rush me
da_\'s of yesteryear with OTR Prgmiums Poster.
this new color Poster. Each $7 includes postage.

» Size 20"x 252" g

. . OTR Premiums Posters
« Suitable for framing  PO. Box 1262

» Mailed in a tube Providence, Rl 02901

copies of the
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AUDIO CLASSICS

OLD.TIME RADIO FROGRAMS ON CASSETTE TAPES. One cassette $4.50, two to five cassettes
$4.00 each, six to nine cassettes $3.50 each, and if you buy ten or more cassettes you
pay just $3.00 each. Mentfon this ad (#6) and OLD TIME RADIO DIGESY, and choose an
additional three cassettes free with an order of ten cassettes or more, and one free
cassette with an order of three to nine cassettes. Include $2.50 with each order to
cover postage and handling.
HOTE: These programs are for private home use and enjoyment only. Mo broadcast rights
are stated, implied, or given. AUDIC CLASSICS assumes no responsibility for the
;:au?horized use of these programs, Cost covers cassettes, cases, labels, postage, and
ndling.

ADYENTURES OF PHILLIP MARLOWE

663, D6/17/47 The Red Wind, O7/08/47 The King n' Yellow
64 Trouble Is My Business; 09/26/48 The Red Wind {w/Gerald Mofr)
665 10/03/48 The Persian S11ppers; 10/10/48 The Panama Hat
666 10717748 Where There's & Will; 10/24/48 Heart OF Gold
667 11728748 The Hard Way Qut; 12/26/4% The (1d Acquaintance
668 01/02/49 The Restless Day; 01/15/49 The Black Halo
669 01/22/49 The Orange Dog; 03/05/49 The Friend From Detroit
670 03712749 The Grim Hunters; 03/19/4% The Mancing Hands
6¥1 03/26/49 The Green Flame; 04/02/49 The Last Laugh
672 04/03/43 The Name To Remember;, 04/15/4% The Heat Wave
673 D4/23/49 The Clnak Of Kamehawmheha; 04/30/49 The Lady Im Mink
674 05/07/45 The Feline Touch; 05/14/49 The Promise To Pay
675 Q5/21/49 Night Tide; D5/2B/49 The Ebany Link
676 06/04/49 The Unfair Lady; 06/11/49 Pigeon's Bloed
E77 06/18/49 The Busy Body; 056/25/49 The Key Man
678 Q7/02/49 Th. Dude From Manhattan; 07/16/49 The Headless Peacock
675 0B/06/49 The August Lion; 08/13/49 The Indiz+ Giver
630 C8/20/49 The Lady Killer; 08/27/49 The Eager Witness
MATHEW SLADE, PRIVATE DETECTIVE
681 A Case OF Murder, The Secret Gray Man
682 Sweet Scent O Mystery; Patternm For A Frame (Yol flux at start)
633 Find Julje Rayden; Who Killed My Pen Pal?
684 Day Of The Phoenix, Part 1; Day Of The Phoenix, Part 2
6B5 Day OFf The Phosnix, Part 3; A Passage To Tanguiers
686 The Bachelors Club; The Incredible Dr. Lintz
MR, XEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS {Light hum)
687 01/706/44 Moomless Night; 01/13/44 Missing Withess
688 01/20/44 Girl Whe Sang Too Well; 02/03/44 Girl Who Flirted
889 02/10/44 Boy Who Used Big Words; 02/17/44 Mr. Treavor's Secret
690 02/24/44 Murder In The Air; 03/16/44 Strange DMsplay
691 04/13/44 Leaping Dog; 06715744 Woman In Blue
632 11/16/44 Frightened Child; 12/14/44 Nightmare Murder Case
693 03/15/45 Absent Minded Professor, 05/23/86 Glamareus Widow
634 06/09/49 Star OFf Death, 09/15/49 Blondstained Necklace
695 09722749 Yellow Tailon; 03/29/48 Murder With A Thousand Witnestes
696 10413749 $iver Dagger; 10/27/49 Ruthless Murderers
697 11/03/4% Forgotten Cave; 11710449 Engaged Girl
698 (2/09/50 The Jewel Thie’; 11/26/50 Telephone Book
599 02/16/50 Case Of The Two-Faced Murderer; 03709750 Melody Of Murder
700 03/16/50 Innocent Flirtation Murder Case; 04706/50 Case OF The Murdered Detéctive
701 04/13/50 The Eccentric Millionaire Murder; 04/20/50 Country Club Murder {ase
702 06/04/50 King Cobra Murder Case; 05/11/50 Murder And The Missing Car
703 Case Of The Woman Who Marvied A Murderer; Skull And Crossbomes Murder Case
704 05/20/50 Broken Window Murder Case; U6/01/50 Quicksand Murder Case
ROCKY FORTUNE w/Frank Sinatra
705 kKeeping Orama Critic Seber; Plaster Statues
706 Package Filled With §100.00 Bills; Ooctor's Son Is Stealing Marcotics .
707 Cracks The Post Office Job; Mants Rocky To %11 A Husband
708 Cempanion To A Monkey; Mistaken For The Great Gondolfe
709 Man Kilis Wife For The Insurance; While Crinking, Rocky $olves A Murder
710 Woman Thinks She Is Going Inszne, To Fly To The Moon
MY FRIEND JRMA
711 Tries To Improve Cocking, Tmprove Her Mind
712 Irma's @irthday; Mr. Martin Is Eeating His Wife
713 Night School  Homework; Irma's Brother Comes To Visit
714 Wins Teip To England; Writes Newspaper Gassip Column
715 Buys An Air'Conditipner; Worrying Abput The Martin's Dog
718 Mr. Clyde Has Bought & Race Horse; Ghost In The Hall
PAT NOYAK FOR HIRE (w/dack Webb}
717 05/07/49 The Missing Shirts; 05/14/4% Geranium Plant
1B 05721749 Letter From St. Joehn; 06/11749 The 5.%. Calcutta
71% 06/18/49 We Want Joc Dineen; 1949 George Lampson




PO.BOX 1135 ST CHARLES,MO. 63302-1135

Ch'OEDR'S BUSTER EROWN GANG
L/15/49 Enchanted Ring; 02/26/49 Kulah's Brother Is Missing
S3/05/49 Alamn, The Race Horse; 04/30/49 A Wolf Named Fong
28/13/49 Robin Food Helps A Young Knight; 0B/23/52 Zaca And The Meeting
S8/ 30/52 The Goddess Statue; 09/06/52 The Mellon Patch Murders
C9/13/52 Little Fox's Moose Hunt; 09/20/52 The Enchanted South Wind
1329727452 The Mankey Gods; 10404752 The Boy Who Wouldn't Obey
_* % AEMEIR (30 Minute shows)
<% If13/49 Lum Buys A ¥Yalentine. Money For A Lodge Meeting
-7 Ir. Peabody, Advice Giver; 1949 Insurance Company
L2 T-in To Washington, D.C., Lum Gets Engaged
S/C3/48 Taxes Are Due; 05/12/50 Buying Lots For Store
nanksgiving With Rowens; Lum “Catcus Jack"
;v Fakes A Broken Leg; Lum Heeds A Psychierist
3 TRUMMOND
28/41 The Hi-Jackers (auditien}; 1943 Blinc Man's BIuff
Axis Submarines; 1943 Ice Cream Cormericals
= 13745 Help Wanted; O1/17/47 The Claim Check Murders
ath At The Paces; Death Loops The Loop
~eath Lses MMsappearing Ink; Death In The Deep
Jookstore; The Fatal R1ght
<L CIRCLE
£ Mopnstone, The Pistol Shot
“re 5ilver Geblet; The Possessive Dead
se 0f M. Yaldemar;, The Shadow
e Sride OF Ceath; Dr. Jeky? And Mr. Hyde
L. “re Red Hand; The Haunted Hotel
TL: ¥arkhein; The Black Parchment
=311 Of The House OF Usher; The House And The Brain
TLioMarek OFf The Plague; The Queer Client
Tl Mad Memkton; The Return
2" Tre Execyutioner; Rappacine's Daughter
“~2 Duel Without Hongr; The Spectre Bride
Tne Mysteripus Bride; The Thing In The Tunnel
irectre Of Tappington; Strange Judgement
hering Heights; Curse Of The Mantle
Lask OFf Amontillado; A Rope Of Hair
kland; Trial For Murder
Cld ¥yrse's Story: The Middle Tae Of The Right Foot
T CANTOR SHOW
F44 Preparing For Mew Year's Eve; 01793745 Rochester Visits
The Andrew Sfsters; CL/1Y/45 bddie's Mad At Bing Trosby
Ida Leaves Eddis; 01/31/45 Durns And Allen
Harry's Baby Is Kidnapped; 02/14/4% A Day With Cantor / "““_(f
E11a Logan; 02/28/45 brmy Intelligence ™ .
Baby Contest; 03714745 On Trial for Fraud
Alan Young; D6/20/45 Ann Sheridan
Joan Leslie; 07/04/45 Joening Night At The Lodge
Ration Points; 07718745 Harey's Birthday
Myrtle, 0B/01/45 Army Air Corps
Lodge Problems; 08/15/45 vJ Day
z Gurs Edwards; 08/29/45 English Tailer
NTURES DF FRANK MERRIWELL
drexpected Gamg; The April Shower Adventure
L 33/49 The Snow Trap; The Lasers Challenge
e Pystery OF Green Hill; The {hampionship Game
z poomerrany Pitch; The Sawdust Adventure
ZE/46 The Riddfe OF The Wrong Answer; 08/18/48 The Pigskin Problem (no ct}
zE/38 The Professor's Decision; 10/02/48 The Ransomed Football
I=00TER  w/fldames Stewart
nyaming Kid; Silver Threads Among The Gold
Ziectian; Nhen The Shoe Boesn't Fit
sraam; Step Brothers
Tilver Belt Buckle; The Qutlaw's Wife
= Swedish Bride; Ranchers vs. Sedbusters
*ctars; Myra Barker
CALSITY
case OF The Last Word: #564 Bad Medicine At Rimrock
Frightened Town; #56 Killer In Black -
vack Grass Fever; 60 The Cold Lountry
azéshot Badman; 262 Boss OF Vinegar Eend
-and Of The Cunhawks; #54 The Devil's Drum
~ccoy Zlects B Sheriff, #66 Peril At Pier 19

MGRE LISTINGS NEXT MONTH
“n JR0ER AUDID CLASSICS CASSETTE CATALOG!! FIRST PART 5 FIKALLY AYAILAGLELLY
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