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Radio Premium Reproduction
FororAgainst? sy richard King

Several years ago, | made
reproductions of the 1941 Captain
Midnight decoder badge. My intention
was not to make money, but to share
with others a piece of nostalgic from my
radio childhood. Also, it exposed to me
new friends and increased opportunities
to share the hobby.

Because of the limited number and the
high cost of obtaining an original, I felt
this was an acceptable way to share a
piece of the past. The badges were
stamped on the back with the current
year so there would be no mistake that it
was a copy and not an original worth
much more. Over a period of years, 1
sold 400 badges and with the cost of
reproduction, postage, advertising, etc,
I just about broke even. Today costs
would prohibit a project like this for sale
at under $20 a piece (my price back then
$3.50).

There were several critical comments
about the reproductions that came from
collectors dealing in originals. [ alsc
collect originals and consider them great
treasures and share their concerns on
reproductions represented as originals
for sale.

Recently 1 printed a four-color poster
on OTR premiums which show an
assortment of collectibles.

With funds from the poster sales, 1
hope to print posters on: Amos and
Andy, Weber City Map, Buck Rogers
Solar Map, Captain Midnight Airline
Map, Lone Ranger Hunt Map, 5GT
Preston Map of Yukon, Tarzan Jungle
Map, Orphan Annie, Simmons Corner,
and the Lone Ranger Frontier Town.
These also would be labeled as
repreductions.

I would be interested in any response

. whether for or against projects like

these, | basically feel that I can add to
radio nostalgia by letting people share
(even in a reproduction) who otherwise
would not have the opportunity or
money to acquire originals. | can't make
money on projects like this because of
the high up-front costs and the limited
total sales with the high cost of
advertising to a large audience (like
IHustrated Collectables Magazine).

Please write if you have strong
opinions about Old Time Radio
reproductions or have questions.
Remember “Immitation is the sincerest
torm of flattery.”

. Richard King

Box 1262 Providence, RI 02901
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POSTER

Return to those thrilling  Rush me _ copies of the
days of yesteryear with OTR Prgmlums Poster.
this new color Poster. Each 37 includes postage.

* Size 20"x 251" Send to;

. _ OTR Premiums Posters
* Suitable for framing PO Box 1262

* Mailed in a tube Providence, RI 02901




Mercedes McCambridge

by Ron Lackmann

Teacher, actor, and author of Remember
Radio and Remember Television

{GP Putnams)

TV Super Stars (Xerox)

Soap Opera Almanac (Berkley)
—other—

“The world’s greatest radio actress.”
That's what no less an authority than
Orson Welles has said of Mercedes
McCambridge. '

And indeed, discriminating listeners,
if they know anything at all about acting,..
especially radio acting..would have to
agree with Mr. Welles. Other radio
actresses have perhaps played different
characters on a single show better than
Miss McCambridge...but few have
managed to make listeners totally forget
that they are fistening to, and not seeing,
the character they hear speaking,

Mercedes McCambridge’s radio voice
and the characters it enacted, had a
unique quality that made it totally
urnforgetabie. '

That wonderful voice..no matter
whether she was heard on a soap opera
or a “high class” evening radio dramatic
anthology show...was salted with
amazing Spontineity and Sensitivity and
peppered with traces of Vulnerability and
Intensity. There was, and indeed still is, a
husky sexiness to Miss McCambridge's
voice...a sort-of uni-sex appeal...that
makes her voice immediately
recognizable,..

No one else sounds the least bit like
her, unlike many radio actresses whose
voices always seemed disturbingly
similar, _

Although Mercedes McCambridge-
has acted in numerous stage plays on

Broadway ard in regional theaters all
across America..and has appeared in
many films..winning an Academy
Award nomination for her work in the
film GIANT and the Academy Award
itself for her stunning film debut in ALL
THE KING’S MEN... by Miss
McCambridge’s own admission...Radio
has always been her favorite medium.

Mercedes McCambridge was bom in
Joliet, lllinois, a suburb of Chicago on 5t.
Patrick’s Day, on March 18th in 1918,
Mercedes McCambridge is indeed her
real name, unusual as it is. Her parents
were Irish- Americans. Her mother
wanted her children to have unique and
individual names and so Mercedes
became Mercedes.

Miss McCambridge had a rather
unusual childhood. Her mother was an
extremely devout Catholic and her
father was a rather radical Irish
rancanteur.

The McCambridge family had a
difficalt time making ends meet,
according to Miss McCambridge in her
book The Quality of Mercy (Mercy being
her nickname). It was the Depression,
and Mercedes says “There were hard
times when we were very poor. I think
FDR was the reason my parents spirits
didn’t break.”

When she was still in high schooel (a
Catholic school), Mercedes proved a
natural ham. She told great stories to
other kids in her class and even invented
an exotic Spanish grandmother to go
with her exotic first name. She acted in
school dramatic productions and while
appearing in a school production of THE
TAMING OF THE SHREW, she
attracted the attention of Cardinal




Mundelein of the Archdioces of
Chicago. He suggested she attend
Mundelein College when she graduated
from high school. Mundelein had an
excellent Theater Department and
Mercedes became a star actress and a
leading solo/reader with the college’s
Oral Interpretation chorus. Mercedes
credits her college drama teacher, Sister
Mary Leola, with giving her the
background and training she needed to
become a professional actress. “She was
everything I know about my work,”
Mercedes says with sincerity,

In 1937, Mercedes actualty began her
professional acting career, although still
ateenager. At Mundelein, Mercedes was
appearing as a soloist with the college’s
speakers chorus when Sel (or Sid)
Strotz, who was an NBC vice president
in Chicago, heard one of the speaking
chorus’ concerts and was so impressed
with Mercedes wonderful vocal
qualities that he offered her a 5 year
contract as a NBC staff actress.

Mercedes worked on many other NBC
shows in Chicago while she was in
college and continued to work in them
when she left Mundelein,

In 1940, Mercedes married writer
William Fitfieid who was also employed
by NBC as a staff script writer. The
couple had a son, Jon, in 1941. The
marriage lasted until immediately after
the war ended when the couple
mutually agreed to a divorce.

Mercedes real break came as a radio
actress, however, when she was given
the title role in the coast-to-coast radio
version of the long running stage play,
ABIE’S IRISH ROSE in 1942. Mercedes
moved to New York City with her
husband and son. ABIE'S IRISH ROSE
originated from New York.the city
which had become the center of radio
drama broadcasting. Listening to tapes
of Mercedes on ABIE'S IRISH ROSE it
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seems apparent that she must have been
rather disappointed with the rather
colorless part she had been assigned..
but the show was a big hit and did, after
all, take her to New York, where there
were numerous other radie acting jobs
awaiting her.

It was at this time..when I was about 8
years old..that I had my first sort of
personal encounter with Mercedes
McCambridge.

My mother took me to see a live
broadcast of ABIE'S IRISH ROSE. I had
also attended performances of such
shows around that time as THE
SHADOW, LET'S PRETEND, QUICK
AS5 A FLASH, and LEAVE IT TO. THE
GIRLS, but ABIE'S IRISH ROSE became
something special to me. [ was drawn to
the attractive lady on the stage who was
reading the part of Rose, She was totally
fascinating to watch as well as hear. [
totally forgot that | was watching
someone reading as the broadcast
commenced. Mercedes became Rose for
me. She really seemed to be doing the
things she was saying. She was
absolutely and completely wrapped up
inher role. WhenIgothome, Ilooked up

her number in the Manhattan phone
book and was surprised when I actually
found her listed in the book. On Monday
evening after school, 1 dialed her
nurnber...(Rememberz, [ was eight years
old) and she actually answered the
phone. I was too dumbstruck, however,
to speak to her, and meekly hung upthe
receiver. From then on, 1 was a devoted
tan and spent evenings spinning the
radio dial looking for shows on which
she might be acting. I could always find
her on one show or another. Mercedes,
by the mid-1940%, had become one of
radic’s busiest actresses. She had
running roles on such daytime radio
soap series as BIG SISTER, NORA
DRAKE, STELLA DALLAS, THE
SECOND MRS. BURTON, THE
ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT, BETTY
AND BOB, and THE GUIDING LIGHT.
Later, she played the leading role in a
soap opera called FAMILY SKELETON,
which was created by ONE MAN'S
FAMILY’s own Carolton E. Morse,

In 1947, Miss McCambridge became
one of a company of regulars who
appeared on a wonderful dramatic
anthology series produced by CBS

RADIO DIGEST — tlustrated
THE ANTENNA BROTHERS Spir L. and Lew P.




called STUDIO ONE. (This was the
original radio version of the show). This
show, in my estimation, is one of the
very best of the evening dramatic
anthology series. It was extremely well
written, acted, and produced. STUDIO
ONE was the brainchild of a talented
young Canadijan radic director-actor,
Fletcher Markle. CBS hired Markle in
1946 as sort of a new Orson Welles {a
triple threat producer-director-actor)
after he had received considerable
attention as the director-host of a
summer version of the old MERCURY
THEATER series. CBS sustained
STUDIO ONE, tryving to get it off the
ground, for one year and Markle hired
the best radio acting talent New York
City had to offer. Regulars on the show
included such first-rate radio actors as
Robert Dryden, Miriam Wolfe, Hedley
Rennie, Rosemary Rice, Hester
Sondergaard, Ronald Liss, Elspeth Eric,
and many others. The first half-year that
STUDIO ONE was on the air, most of the
scripts starred Everett Sloane and an
actress with a wonderful voice and
numerous radio and stage credits, Anne
Barr. About half of the way through

STUDIQ ONE's first year, Mercedes
McCambridge suddenly replaced Miss'
Burr as the female star of most of the
hour-long dramas. The fact that
Mercedes later married the chorus’
director, Fietcher Markle, may have had
something to do with that and I often
wonder whatever happened to the
talented Miss Burr as far as STUDIO
ONE was concerned.

In 1948, Mercedes became 2 film
actress..quite by accident as it happened,
and won the role of Sadie Burke in the
film ALL THE KING'S MEN.

Mercedes won an Academy Award for
her riveting performance in ALL THE
KING’S MEN, her first film. Her
Academy acceptance speech must
surely go down in film history as one of
the most appropriate and touching of
acceptance speeches. She said, holding
the Oscar clutched in both hands: “T'd
like to say to every waiting actor, hang
on. Lock what can happen.”

While she was in Hollywood making
ALL THE KING’S MEN, she centinued
working on radio. STUDIO ONE had
been cancelled, but Fletcher Markle was
given the reins of an hour-long dramatic

November 16, 1925
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anthelogy series for Ford called the
FORD THEATER. After a few months in
New York, THE FORD THEATER
moved its operation to Hollywood and
before long Mercedes was appearing in
supporting and major female roles on
the show on a regular basis. Leads on
THE FORD THEATER were played by
such Hollywood luminaries as Marlene
Dietrich, Montgomery Clift, Jack Benny,
and such, but many of the STUDIO ONE
regulars could also be heard on the new
FORD THEATER show. Miriam Wolfe
and Robert Dryden appeared on both
shows, as did Ronnie Liss and Hedley
Rennie.

Throughout the 19505 and early
1960’s, Mercedes continued working in
films and on the radic simultaneously.
At one point, she had a regular role on
both a radio and TV series in the 50'.
Her film work included roles in such
films as LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE,
THE S5CAREF, INSIDE STRAIGHT, and

JOHNNY GUITAR, which starred Joan
Crawford.

Other films Mercedes made in the 50's
and 60’ include GIANT, A FAREWELL
TO ARMS, SUDDENLY LAST
SUMMER, TOUCH OF EVIL,
CIMERON, and my particular favorite,
ANGEL BABY. Throughout these years,
Mercedes continued working on radio...
but by then she was being given star
billing on radio shows.

In the 60's, Mercedes made guest
appearances on numerous television
series...but she had developed a serious
drinking preblem. After several horrible
incidents involving alcohol misuse,
Mercedes joined AA and managed to
become a “recovered alchoholic”. She
also became very active for various
Liberal political causes...She was one of
Adlai Steveson’s firm supporters several
vears before...Some people say she was
much more than Mr. Steveson’s casual
friend and supporter. Steveson

Cn Cassette Or Open 3eel Over 5,000 Shows
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Refundabvle With 310,00 OQOrder
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obviously adored her and placed a great
deal of confidence in her support.

In 1973 Miss McCambridge was heard
{but not seen) as the voice of the Devil in
the film sensation, THE EXORCIST. 1
feel her performance made the exorcism
scene in this film the chilling thing it
was...and helped make the movie the hit
that it became.

In the 1970’s, Mercedes continued
acting on radio making frequent
appearances on the CBS Mystery
Theater series, The show was directed
by her old friend, Himan Brown, who
had worked with her on numerous radio
shows during radio’s golden age, the
40’s and 50’s, Brown had directed her in
Inner Sanctum, and Grand Central
Station to name just a few. Mercedes did
some very interesting work on The
Mystery Theater.

Presently, in addition to working as
the President of the Livengrin
Foundation..which is a foundation for
recovered alcholoics located in
Eddington, Pennsylvania, Mercedes is
also active as a lecturer and actress,
appearing on numerous TV shows.
She's had featured roles ont such popular
hits as MAGNUM P.1. as recently as last
season. In the mid-70's, Mercedes was
the artist-in-residence at Catholic
University. “1 kept touting radio,” she
says, “and all these voung people in the
graduate school kind of pooh-poched it
as being a lesser sister of the arts. So 1
asked permission to do ‘Under
Milkwood’ by Dylan Thomas, which was
originally a radio show, and, after some
persuasion, I got the time and worked
with the students who half-heartedly
went at it and recorded it as a radio
show. Whenthey listened to it as agroup
afterwards they wanted to jump off the
Washington Monument. They had no
idea that they were as slow, as colorless,
as vapid, as uninteresting as they came

off on the tape. You can’t go half-way on
radic. They did it again and they learned
alotand they don't pooh-pooh radio any
more. It was a marvelous thing. I wish
there were more of it for young actors
and actresses.”

Mercedes McCambridge was truly one
of radio’s most gifted and versatile
actresses. She certainly deserves Orson
Welles titte of “The World's Greatest
Radio Actress,” as far as 1 am concerned,
because of the thousands of hours of
escape, pleasure, and excitement she has
given to my life. I've never been
fortunate enough to meet Miss
McCambridge, in spite of our close
brushes in the past. But that doesn’t
matter. I feel fortunate indeed to have
been privileged to hear that fabulous
voice in my lifetime, on a media that has
come to mean so much to me. Thank
you, Mercedes McCambridge. It's
certainly been a pleasure to hear you!
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Anne " (Initials)
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in God. —_—
14, Serial drama featuring Joan 26. Early Science drama, (Initials}
Hargrove-Scott. (Initials) 28. "want to get away from it all?”
15. Fred Allen’s Flagstaff Openshaw. 3l Private Caper.”
16. Nero Wolfe. 33. Father of the Lone Ranger.
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36.

40.

43.
44,

46.
47.
48.

49,

50.
54.
55.

58.

61.
62.
63.

64,

66.
67.
68,
69,

We used to listen to the

and night.
The quintessential spinach eater’s
lady friend.
“ Hit Parade.”
Major author with Georgia O'Keefe
in Taos. (Initials)
John Marshall on “Those We Love.”
Mr. Sloan for short.
George & Gracie's theme song
“Love i
Chick Johnson's comic partner.
{Initials)
The Lone Ranger’s nephew.
Ben- .
All right McGee, What's going ____
?
..two hundred
and thirty-seven pounds.”

B

Gary Moore's “Take It ___ Leave It.”

“Luncheon ____ Sardi‘s.”

The other music conglomerage,
not BML

“Betty
Questel.

Harriet’s hubby for short.
and Abner.

Ethel and .

“ on a Clue.”

Fables” with Mae

DOWI’I

1.
2.
3.

Don't touch that

The “Daily Planet’s” Lois .
She played Mrs. Jessie Hughes on
“Young Dr. Malone.” (Initials)

. She played Sally Farrell on “Front

Page Farrell.”

. Fibber, you can just take that right

back door.

. Pat Brady's sidekick.

dream.

. The first big variety show.

Sponsored by National Carbon Co.

. Writer of “Arabesque.” (Initials)
- Jack Benny was a master of the

burn.

. Tonto constantly had to save

the

17

18

21.

23.

24.
27.

29.

30.

32.

34.
37
38.
39.
41,
42.
45.
51.
52,
53.
54.

56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
64.

65.
66.

. Played William Todhunter
(Initials) ' :

. 1920-1950, Radio’s Golden .

Bernie played Mr. Pincus

on “The Front Page” on Texaco.

Star Theatre

Played the Virginia Judge on

The Eveready Hour.”

Chester Goode, the deputy.

Author of that spendid book

Wyxie Wonderland.

Supported Brace Beemer for

many years.

One of the writers of “The Adven-

tures of Ozzie and Harriet,” Rupert

Hall.

“The of Life” featured
Dr. im Brant. -
Call letters of a far reaching station.

“ Winslow of the Navy.”
“Your Obedient Servant.”
-Day.
The Moana volcano,
Arden.
- Jones.”

Steve Allen’s “Henry Hathaway.”
“ Love a Mystery.”

The serial "___ and Will.”

g Honor, Nancy James”
featured Alice Reinheart as Carrie
Dean.

Is Mayor La Trivia
down at Doc Gamble’s?

“ Harrigan” featured Jackson
Beck as Tank Tinker.

A group of teetotalers,

The only Dr. Watson to attend a
Friends of Radio convention.
{Initials)

Radio conventioneers are assisted
in their landings by '
Throckmorion P.

Hedge.

“It Pays to Ignorant.

—— . Radio.

Producer John Houseman's partner.
{Initials)
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W.C.Fields

by Jim Snyder

William Claude Dunkenfield was born
in Germantown, Pennsylvania, in 1879.
This event was not considered
particularly important at the time, but
the Post Office put out a postage stamp
to commemorate the event one hundred
years later; for you see, Dunkenfield was
none other than W.C. Fields.

His early life was one of great
unhappiness. As a child he lived in
poverty, was subjected to beatings, and
was in rather constant misery. Things
were so bad at home that he ran away at
the age of eleven, never to return. He
then Yived in the streets, was invelved in
minor crimes, and had constant scrapes
with the police, He spent one year living
with 2 grandmother, and then after
leaving her got his first job in a pool
parlor where he racked balls and
cleaned up in the daytime. He was
permitted to sleep on the tables at night.

He entered show business by the
usual route, for those days, through
vaudeville. He started as a juggler and
the newspapers of the day have brief
items about his juggling being very good
and about the sly comments that
accompanied his performance. He then
moved on the the silent movies. He
wrote many of his movies himself,
turning in one script outline on a
grocery sack, for which he demanded
and received $25,000. He was a natural
for the “silents” as he could make people
laugh without uttering a word. He was,
though, extremely jealous; and hated
the success of others. He once walked
out of a Charlie Chaplin film saying
quite seriously, “If 1 could get my hands
ont Chaplin I'd strangle him.”

Although he had the courage to be

funny about the terrible things that had
happened to him in life, he was still a
bitter man. He was really quite serious in
saying that he hated dogs, mothers,
holidays, Girl Scouts, preachers, honest
labor, and charity. When asked if he
liked children he said, “Of course, if
they're well cooked.”

Fields wasn't really very interested in
radio. Although he was a guest on a
number of shows, he frequently turned
down offers for his own show. He finally
did do a series for Lucky Strike in 1939,
but it only lasted one season. Probably
his radio appearances that are best
known were his guest spots with Edgar
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy. He
received $6,500 for each guest
appearance. He was given his own
writer, Dick Mack, for these
appearances; but he either changed
what was written for him or threw it out
and substituted his own material. He
always failed to submit his scripts to the
censors, and so there was always
concern that he might say something off-
color on the air.

He was famous for his drinking, and he
always brought a shaker of martinis with
him for the Sunday rehearsals, but no
one ever saw him drunk.

The McCarthy/Fields feud was a
popular one with listeners, but unlike
the Benny/Allen feud, this was a real
one. Fields actually did hate Charlie.
Although Fields and Bergen were
genuine friends, Fields seemed to think
of Charlie as a separate, living human
being, and on several occassions Bergen
had to actually restrain Fields from
damaging the dummy in a fit of rage. To
Fields, Charlie was just another wise
little child, and Fields hated children.

Charlie’s favorite targets were Field's
drinking and his red nose: “Why don't
you ever have your breezer tattooed



blue for the duration of the dimouts,”
Fields retorted, “Silence, you frustrated
hitching post, or I'll cut you down to a
pair of shoe trees.” Fields refused to be
put down by a woeden dummy. He
called Charlie a “little squirrel's
warehouse,” a “termite’s flophouse,”
and a “dead limb on the tree of
knowledge.”

These squabbles, that were real as far
as Fields was concerned, were true radio
classics: “Tell me, Charles, is it true your
father was a gate-leg table?” Fields asked
on one broadcast. Charlie replied, “'If it
is, your father was under it.” “Why you
stunted spruce, I'll throw a Japanese
beetle on you.” “Why, you bar fly,”
Charlie came back, “I'll stick a wick in
your mouth and use you for an alcoho!l
lamp.” Once, after one of these
exchanges, Fields actually sawed the
durmmy in half in front of the studio

andience.

Fields’ distinctive pattern of speech -
would certainly appear to have been a
popular one, for he had close imitators
on at least two radio shows that 1 can
think of: Horatio K Beomer (played by
Bill Thompsen) on the “Fibber McGee
and Molly” show, and Cherokee
O’Bannion (played by Wade Crosby) in
the “Frontier Town” series,

The overpowering image that we have
of Fields is that of a drunk, but he was
seldom if ever drunk. Guests in his
home, who became drank were seldom
invited back. There is no question that
he was a hard drinker, and his drinking
did finally catch up with his liver. He
commiitted himself to a Pasadena
sanitarium when he was 67, but that was
a little late. He died on Christmas day in
1946.

HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO RE-LIVE THE DAYS OF:
“QLD TIME RADIO"

In your own living room, again hear the voice of The Shadow, The Lone
Ranger, Amos ‘n Andy, Bergen & McCarthy, Gunsmoke, and many others.

Hear Al Jolson, Judy Garland, and Bing Crosby.

$1.00 Brings You This Catalog!l!

SHOWS COST:

Reel To Reel Tape % 3.50 Per Hour — Minimum Order 3 Hours

Cassette Tape $ 5.00 Per Hour — Minimum Order 2 Hours
8 Track Cartridge $10.00 Per 90 Minute Tape — Minimum Qrder 90 Minutes

Stuart Jay Weiss * 33 Von Braun Ave. * Staten Island, N.Y. 10312
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Radio Book

by Edward Carr

Did you ever get a feeling you would
never complete a project, that the end of
the road is never in sight? 1 am sure
everyone has had those feelings at one
time or another. These feelings dealing
with books has had me in it’s grip lately,
even while I am penning this the
presence is there.

Now you wonder what [ am talking
about, That's good. It helps to keep you
reading further. Shall we continue,

What I am trying to say is, will I ever
have in my collection all the books
written on radio? I can’t answer that with
any certainty, not after the last few
weeks. [ knew my collection was small
but not as small as it seems, compared to
two people I corresponded with. 1 read
that a lady in Chicago was selling off
some of her collection so Imade a phone
call and while talking to her mentioned [
have a hundred or so books and she told
me if only I had that few, that few! [
thought. How the (heck} many did she
have? Well, it was quite a number more
than 100. Anvway I ended up buying
some of her collection, not many but a
tew I needed for myself and others. One
of them was a very very hard to find
Amos N Andy-"All About Amos N
Andy” and their creators Correll and
Gosden. Trhis was written in 1929 and is
in nice shape. I've seen this book when
available in auctions go as high as
$30.00. I picked it up for less, but not the
usual 50¢ nor $5.00. I'll go into more
detail shortly.

I then wrote to a friend in California to
see if he would send me his book list
Sure enough two weeks later there it

was. I ended up with indigestion (you
know the commercial). It listed over 600
books. He titled it “Source Books.on the
History of American Network Broad-
casting”. A very apttitle. Many thanks to
Clyde Benge of California. I've sent
Clyde atittle token of my appreciation, a
large book worm. Seriously it was really
appreciated. I had a two fold reason for
wanting the list. | needed a large source
reference for when [ want book hunting
and the second reason, at the convention
a number of you wanted to know what
books were written, and a number of
people wrote asking the same, so finally
T am able to start a project and if this
magazine will stay around for the next
10 years Il be able to finish it. Do you
hear me Bob?

At the end of every column there will
be a page ortwo ofthat 600 book list. I do
hope everyone will make use of it.

The Amos N Andy book would not be
hard to miss if you should by chance
come upon it. It's a bright orange hard
bound with the title in black letters. It
was copyrighted in 1929 by C.]. Correll
and F.F. Gosden and was published by
Rand McNally and Co. There is an
introduction by Bill Hayes their long
time announcer. It's a sort of question
and answer book. I found it quite
interesting. The book is 126 or so pages
leng, so you see it’s not a very large one.
And unless you would be extremely
lucky to find one, expect to pay a
minimum of $10,00 to around $30.00.

1 had all intentions of closing for this
time but let me tell you of a recent find
that I made. T uncovered a number of
broken encyclopedia sets, a little thicker
than Time-Life called America, An
Hlustrated Diary of It's Most Exciting
Years. And within that set [ found two
volumes called The Golden Age of
Comedy, within it contains excerpts on
Ed Wynn, Baby Snooks, Jack Benny,



Gertrude Berg and many others.
Hardbound, the total number of pages
for both are 280, the complete set would
be worth having but that's the way some
things happen. As it stands I need three
te complete the set. I did manage to
obtain several sets which I offered to a
club at $4.00 per set plus postage around
$1.50. However, if they do not take all [
will sell them to whomever writes first. [

believe you will be quite pleased with
them. :
One last thing with the list. Not all the
books delt strictly with radio
personalities. At the end of each column
I will give numbers. These numbers
pertain to the list and the corresponding
number on it. They will be books other
than radio personalities, etc. None this
time.

Source Books on the History of American Network Broadcasting

TITLE AUTHOR
1. Columbia Workshop Douglas Coulter
2, Thirteen By Corwin Norman Corwin
3. Radic Writing Max Wylie
4. Information Please Dan Golenpaui
5. Preview of History Raymend Swing
6. Of Mikes and Men Jane Woodfin
7. T Locked & Listened Ben Gross
8. Wisdom of Sarnoff Leon Gutterman
9. A Note of Triumph Norman Corwin
13. About Amos & Andy Correll & Gosden
11, Radio Writing Erik Barnouw
12. Found B'Casting Edgar Willis
13. Radio Listening Paul Lazarsfeld
14. Fasc. Radio Bus. Robert Landry
15, Radio Comedians James Harmon
16. As It Happened William Paley
17. The Serials Raymond Stedman
18. Inside ABC Sterling Quinlan
19. The Great Man Al Morgan
20. Unembarrassed Muse  Russell Nyve
21. This Was Hit Parade john Williams
22. The Serials Raymond Stedman
23. 50 Fabulous Years H.V. Kaltenborn
24. American Broadcast Lichty & Topping
25. It Sounds Impaossible Slate & Cook
26. Tune In Tomorrow Mary Jane Higby
27. Radio’s Golden Age Buxton & Owen
28. Great Radio Heroes James Harmon
29. Remember Radio Ron Lackmann
30. Pict. Hist. Radio Irving Settel
31. Jack Benny Mary Livingstone
32, Star Spangled Radio Kirby & Harris
33. 1 B'Cast The Crisis H.V. Kaltenborn

PUBLISHER

McGraw-Hill Book Co. 1939
Henry Holt and Co. 1942
Farrar & Rinehart 1939
Simon & Schuster 1939
Doubleday & Doran 1943
McGraw-Hill Bock Co. 1951
Random House Pub. 1954
The Wisdom Society 1967
Simon & Schuster 1945
Rand McNally & Co. 1939
Little, Brown & Co. 1939
Oxdord Univ. Press 1951
Prentice-Hall Inc. 1948
Bobbs-Merrili Co. 1946

. Doubleday & Co. Inc. 1970

Doubleday & Co,, Inc. 1979
Unive. Okiahoma Press 1970
Hastings House, Inc. 1979
E.P. Dutton Pub. 1955

Dial Press, Inc. 1970
Private Publication 1975
Univ. Oklahoma Press 1977
G.P. Putnam’s Sons 1950
Hastings House Inc, 1975
Macmillan Company 196",
Cowles Publication 1966
Easton Valley Press 1966
Doubleday & Co., Inc, 1967
G.P. Putnam’s Sons 1970
Grosset & Dunlap 1967
Doubleday & Co., Inc. 1977
Ziff-Davis Publication 1948
Random House Pub. 1938
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Technical Tulk
and Radio
Rumblings

by: Bob Burnham

Once upon a time I threatened to write
a recording tape article for you “Digest”
readers then I sort of “vanished” for the
next few issues. Wasn't that a curious
thing to happen? Well, lo and behold, 1
ended up publishing a book about the
technical side of OTR collecting and the
final stages of that book stole a few
months out of my life! So I've been a
busy little boy in the last six months or
so! If you've been watching the ads here
in the Diges, you know only too well that
the book is out, and to everyone who has
ordered a copy, my thanks for your
interest and for all your good comments.
I was also deeply touched to receive the
Allen Rockford Award, along with Jim
Snyder, at the ‘84 convention in Newark.
I guess that my Tech Guide has been
given the stamp of approval by radio
collectors — otherwise, [ wouldn't have
gotten the award — which I consider the
highlight of my entire OTR career.
Thanks everyone for bestowing upon
me such a high honor. I'll try to live up to
it.

Now..where was I? Oh yes, recording
tape. Chapter 13 of my book deals with
this topic. S5ome of you use only
cassettes, while a great many of you use
both reel and cassette. I personally, store
my collection on reel, because it has the
lowest per-hour cost for storing, and
takes the least amount of space for a
given number of hours that can be fit on
a reel. Reels, of course have longer
recording lengths, while cassettes on the
other hand, are a lot more convenient,
especially when listening on the go (in

the car, for example). After a person
builds up alarge collection, however, it's
a lot easier to deal with 100 reels of
programs in terms of storage, as
comypared with the 600 cassettes it
would take to store the same number of
programs, 600 cassettes are a real hassle
— easily cluttered, expensive and time
consuming to keep arranged in an
orderly manner. BUT, once you do get
them organized, it's a lof easier to find
specific programs than to go searching
through a quarter-tracked, six hour reel.
So you trade major advantages of one
over the other for major hassles. Most
collectors end up collecting on reel,
however, and for this reason, I1l be
dealing a lot with reel tape in this article
although a few comments about
cassettes are in order.

Cassettes provide excellent sound
reprodtion. When you purchase “bulk”
cassettes, you can get the best price with
little or no sacrificing performance. The
major suppliers of both cassettes and
reel tape to old time radio are Audio
Tapes, Inc. [Ron Barnett], Box 9584,
Alexandria, VA. 22304, Burlington
Audio Tapes, Inc, 106 Mott 5t,
Oceanside, NY 11572 [Rudy Schwartz],
as well as M & K Recording, Inc, [Gary
Kramer], 8496 No. Saginaw, Mt. Morris,
MI 48458, All of these sources are very
supportive of old time radio, to the
extent that some are collectors
themselves. Bulk cassettes are available
from all of these souirces, as well as reel
tape, and I have high recommendations
tor them. A “bulk” cassette means that
the tapes are would by the suppliers
themselves (in most cases), and the tape
is usually supplied without a label or
box. The reliability of these tapes and
performance is very high. There are also
some “bulk” cassettes which are
imported from Korea (for example),
These are lower in cost, but seem to
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perform reasonably well, although they
den't seem te run as smooth. In normal
recorders, they're okay, but you may
have a problem running them in cassette
duplicators. There are also a variety of
grades of tape would inside — ranging
from strictly “voice” quality {which are
adequate for old time radio) to premium
high bias tape for music. I myself, prefer
a “middle of the road” variety, although
others are very happy with a “voice
grade” tape.

The must popular reel tape used by
collectors is the infamous Government
surplus “used” Ampex 641. This tape is
available from all of the sources
mentioned. It is offered in “pre-sorted”
and "unsorted/as is” grade, About 1% of
the “pre-sorted” used tape you buy may
be defective, however, you have return
priveledges for defective tape when you
buy it pre-sorted. The “as-is” tape saves
you as much as 50¢ a reel or more. 10~
15% of this tape, however, may be
defective, and it is not usually returnable
for credit or replacement. The savings,
however, more than compensates for
the percentage of the tape you have to
throw out. The big question, however, is
how do you tell a good reel from a bad
reel? Sometimes the defects are hidden
and the “pre-sarting” process doesn’t
catch the flaw. If you put the reel on the
machine and as it'’s running, the edges
waver, there’s a good chance that the
ree! will not be usable. Sometimes this
flaw can be spotted just by looking at the
reel if it's bad enough. You'll see the
windings on the tape pack “squiggle”
rather than just sit there flat on top of
each other. Another obvious defect is
the tape is would sloppily and the edges
in some spots are physically creased and
folded over. You won't usually get a reel
like this if it's pre-sorted, but if it isn't pre-
sorted you may. If the tape only has this
problem the first few layers of tape, it

may be possible to salvage the reel. Cut
the part off that's crinkled and folded -
over. If it’s too far into the tape pack,
maybe you can make a 1200’ reel out of
it. :
It is also possible for the tape to have
the “wavering” problem and have it not
be obvious by visual inspection — but
the result when using the tape will be the
same: Severe volume fluctuation on the
left tracks. Even if the irregular edges of
tie tape are not too badly ilawed, there
will be problems with the tape.

“MARVELOUS”

That's what euthuslastic
users say about our

SINGLE-TROL

Reg. 17, S, Pat. OF.

THREE CIRCUIT
TUNER

=y

DISTANCE
VOLUME .
SELECTIVITY

At yeur dealera -——
otherwlse send pur-
chase price and you
w ill be supplied

$ ; _
dlrect. Price only

G.DH. oF!SCHER & CO.

spt. O, 604 Myrtle A
Qiendsls, L. 1. N. Y.
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Anything that interferes with having the
tape make perfect contact with the heads
will cause such a problem. WHAT
CAUSES THIS PROBLEM TO
DEVELOP? It is usally the result of the
tape being wound too tightly on reel
This should be a hint to you about
storing your tapes. Try not to store the
tape in a “fast wind” mode. In other
words, play the second side all the way
through so there is a smooth and evenly
would tape pack on the reel. This is
especially important if the tape will be
stored for a long period of time without
playing. You will avoid the possibly of
edge damage, as well as minimize the
chance of print through developing. The
problems described are probably the
most cormmen defects with the reels sold
as “used” Ampex 641. Other less
common problems are stretched spots
and splices. The splices are usually goed
ones {unlike the type that were on the
“Shamrock” tape many of us used years
ago). The stretched spots, if you can find
them before using the tape, can simply
be cut out and re-spliced. A chapter in
my book deals with splicing tape. If it can
be avoided, you should try NOTto usea
reel with a lot of splices, especially for
permanent masters,

1984 for many collectors was a very
busy year. A lot of new programs came
outin really top notch sound. Complete
runs of shows in broadcast order were
released. Shows that didn't previously
exist were discovered. A really fine set of
Gunsmoke programs were assembled
and released, with more slowly coming
out. A long gap of Jack Benny programs
in 1938 that were missing started to fill
in. Many of the early Johnny Dollar
shows were released as well as sound
upgrades of later shows in the series. A
very large find of disks was made and a
small hint of what was to come out of
those was released in ‘84...perhaps, most

significantly, the GASOLINE ALLEY
programs. Some of the other shows
which will be appearing in 1985 include
more T-MEN shows, The Phantom,
Uncle Don as well as The Flash. These
are but a few of the HUNDREDS of new
programs which will be coming out from
just this one source. In the statistics
section of my book, it is estimated that
over 40,000 programs were existing at
the time the book was written. At the
rate that new shows are being
discovered, the figure could easily
double in a year’s time. Near the end of
"84, new episodes of THE KEY, SECRET
AGENTK-7, and ANN of the AIRWAYS
were released. One major find of disks a
reliable source informs me, involves
several fruck louds - somewhere in the
neighborhood of 140,000 disks, which
represents about 70,000 programs!! Not
all of these programs may be new to us,
and some are likely to be of a less
interesting type, but with numbers that
high, a decent percentage of them have
to be programs we've looked for for
YEARS! 1 would also predict, however,
that it will take a few years for these
shows to get out into general circulation.
It takes a lot of time to copy disks onto
tape. It also takes a lot of time for the
various collectors and dealers who
originate the shows into general
circulation to obtain copies, make up
their own masters then prepare listings
of the new shows for other collectors.
But be patient! It should be well worth
the wait.

It always AMAZES me that new shows
keep turning up. | have wondered when
we would reach a point where EVERY
SHOW that will be found, EVER, is
found. In other words, there’s no new
shows coming out and everything there
is to collect has already been put into
general circulation. I hope that time
never comes, because that’s part of what
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New from Brownstone Books!

From the Preface: - The s l‘!d Of
"It was many years after my mtectlon

introduotion to the Queen
novels that I learned about
the Queen radio programs,
which had come on the air
several years before | was
born ard had gone off when
I was five. Eventually [
became interested in that
aspect of the (Queen saga
too, and a chapter on the
program--a chapter I now
realize was al! too sketchy
and inadequate-—was in-
cluded in my 1974 book,
Royal Bloodline: Elery
{ueen, Author and Detective. ]
But the full story of that : . "

program has remained untold * Francis M. Nevins, Jr.
until now." - &Ray Stanich

Now, in The Sound of Detection, Mike Nevins covers in loving detail the
history of one of radio’s finest detective shows. How the two cousins who were
Ellery Queen came to translate their creation from the pages of books and
magazines to the public airways; how Ellery Queen contributed to the war effort in
WWII; what role Anthony Boucher played in the last years of the program; who
were the actors and sponsors, and how did they change, sometimes almost from
week to week—all these questions and many more are answered here, as Nevins
narrates the biography of the radio program, encapsulating many cf the program
plots—and usuaily also pointing out the short stories and novels from which they
were derived or into which they were later converted.

. The second part of the book, perpared by Nevins and Old Time Radio
authority Ray Stanich, is an annotated chronology and episode log, listing the
individual program titles, the dates on which they aired, their present availability
on tape, and select names of guest armchair detectives who appeared on the show,
as well as other relevant information.

For the Queenphile, the general mystery fan, and the 0ld Time Radic buff,
The Sound of Detection offers hours of pleasurable reading and years of useful
service as a reference work.

Bmwnstone. Books saperbound
1711 Clifty Drive 5-1/2" x 6-1/2"

107 + viii pp.

Madison, IN 47250 illistrated

$6.95, postpaid
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makes collecting old time radio exciting.
Between 1935 and about 1962, radio was
on the air continuously, and that's a LOT
of programming. There’s no chance that
everything that was ever on radio was
saved, but I hope that every great
comedy show and every great mystery
show that was on was saved and exists
somewhere. There already are a 1ot of
radio’s classic shows — Suspense,
Escape, Benny, Fibber McGee, Marlowe,
Johnny Dollar, etc. that exist in their
entirety...at least mostly complete runs
of these shows from the first show on the
air to the last broadcast. In 1984, one of
the other major releases was the many
new SAM SPADE programs with Steve
Dunne. I'm wondering when the
complete SAM SPADE run with
Howard Duff will come out. We have
some already and a few that we have are
in poor sound. Any predictions?

The next column here in the Digest
will be a surprise to everyone, including
me, 1 will at that time, feature a certain
piece of equipment used in old time
radio collecting. I'll review it briefly. The
surprise will be what that piece of
equipment will be.

The sad thing that happened in ‘84
(speaking of equipment) is that early
that year, Sony Corporation completely
discontinued their reel to reel products
— including the TC-399 (son of the TC-
377, one of the classic reel decks used by
collectors). Their more expensive reel
decks were also dropped. So now what
do we have? Teac, Pioneer, Akai and the
more expensive Technics. Keep your
old reel decks in working order! We'll
talk more about that next time. Until
then, keep the tapes rolling, and the
heads shiny.
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BRC Productions

PO.Box 39522 -Redford, Michigan 48239-0522

ADDITIONAL STOCK CASSETTE RELEASES

Some of old time radio's best momeats preserved oo cassettes for your convenience and

listeasiag pleasurel

Priced at up to 50% off cur standard "custom cassstte™ prices.

Selected programs oo this list are of the best audio fHdelity available.

1 cassette - %6, 50

2-5 cassettes - $5.50 each

6-9 casneties - $4. 50 cach

10-24 cansettes - $3,50 each

25 or more cassettes - 53, 00 aach

ADD $2.00 ahipping/handling to arders uader
50 capaeties.
50 or mere caasettea.

Tapes from this list packed ia soft poly hoxes.
Add 20¢ per cassette for Noreleo bhox.

We pay shipping oo ardera of

ASK FOR OUR FREE BUDGET CASSETTE FLYER OF OVER 150 ADDITIONAL TITLES.

Watch for ouy new 1985 Catalog Supplement...

coming 1oon!

***ORDER BY CASSETTE NUMBER % FROGRAM TITLE##%

BOX 13 Starriog Alan Ladd
DOOT First Latter/Insurance Fraud
D008 Blackmail ia Murder/Actor's Alibi
D009 Extra Extra/Shanghaied
D010 Shert Assignment/Double Mothe s
D011 Boak of Foemas fDan k the Magician
DO1Z Suicide or Murder/Triple Croas
DRAGHNET Starring Jack Wabb
D141 Big Broad/Big Sucksr
D42 Big Pipe/Big TV
D143 Big Cup/Big Rod
Di44 Big Mistake /Big Confession
Di45 Big Mote/The Big Net
D146 Rig Life/Big Step
THE FAT MAN with J. Scott Smart
Di47 Crocked Horse /Wiadow for Murder
Di48 Muarder & Medium/19th Pearl
D149 Black Angel/Nightmare Mupder
D150 Murder Flays Hide & Seek
Crder [or Murder
APPOINTMENT WITH FEAR[BEC]
DL51 Targat/Fioe & Privats Place
D152 My Fate Criex Qut/I'll See You
Next Friday
' D153 Moraing Glary/Ideatikill
D154 Dogs/You've Welcome ta
Imamoertality

OCBSESSION

D155 Humting Party/Cousin Chariie

DI56 Silver Cord/North Wind

D157 Question of Peraonality
Summer Eveaing

MORE COMEDY! .
FIBBER McGEE & MOLLY

NIGHTWATGCH A west coast police force in

action. ., Actual recordings..."thers are oo
actora...this is real. This is Nightwatch.."
D170 Auat Suicide/Smash Turkey & Larry
D171 Polio & Fog/Care and Jug
D172 Ma & Pa Heioz/Girl Drug Addict
D173 Knife, Dead Body, Getaway/

Bubble Gum & Baby
D174 Crazy and Buy/Whiskers and Buy
D175 Goddamn Lady & Mr. Paspers

+ Uncansared work tapes [rom ahowe ahow,

Bike Swipe (recotded but never broadcaar
DR, SEGUN
W1i038 Indian Chiefs son poisaned {first show)

The Stage Hold Up

W1039 Ringo the Gunfighter/Who is to Judge
W1040 The Horse's Mape/Willie's Laad Deal
WIf4l No Guas Law/Yom Kipper Gua Duel
Wil42 Trouhie at Fort Apache/Night Ride~
WLI043 Bell & Baby/A Fooy for Christmas
BRIGHT STAR atarring Irene Dunne and
Fred MacMurray in this clever comedy seriea.
£302 il Swiadle/Susan Runs far hiayor
€303 Hiiladale becomes Mom & Dad

Miszs America Visita
C304 George & the Informer/Cronked Carnaival
C305 Drama Lesscna{French Dreaa Desigoner
C306 Haunted House/Rodeo Star
C307 Scientific Living/Mew Home Page Editor
308 Ceoarge’s Old Flame /Suxan's Aunt Sophie
€309 Talking Parvot/Patience's Romance
C310 Sammy's Girlfriend/Cousin Emily ’
C311 Poetry Magasine /George & Chorus Girl
C31Z George & the Society Burgulae

_%‘Erw;f‘].\l-ﬁﬁ.defends singer in court.

€313 Iak on Rug 4/16/40 / Hanging a Picture 4/23/40
314 Theatrical Director 4730740 / May Feastival 5/7/40

G315 Turning Hose on Gildy 5/14/40
THE GREAT GILDERSLEEVE

{ Checkgame Deadlack 5/21/40
starring the late Harold Peary

C3lh Christmas Eve 12/24/48 -- MNew Yeara Eve 12/31/744

317 Wha is Eagaged to Whom 1/14/44 -- Aunt Hattie 2/4/45

C318 Extended Visit 2/18/45 -- The Sister-in-law 2/25/45(with audiance warm-uap)
C3l9 Women's Group Chairman 3/11/45 -- The 014 Flame, Violet 3/25/45 .
G320 The Pet Pig 4/8/25 -- Leila's Big Pasty 4/22/45

€32! Rumsocn Bullard 4/29/45 -- Boy Problema 5/6/45
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SCIENCE FICTION RADIO SHOWS

on reg. cassettes, Send for catalog, 25¢
John Ford, 411 Truitt St., Salisbury, MD
21801, '

Raymond Stanich, 173 Columbia
Heights, Brooklyn, NY 11201 / reel /
4,000+ / 15 / Elect. enginner / 56 /
Music, personalities, drama, comedy /
Railroad Hour, Chicage Theater of the
Air, Fred Allen, Richard Diamoend, Baby
Snooks, Bickersons, Ray Bradbury./ Co-
authored book: “SOUND OF
DETECTION-ELLERY QUEEN ON
RADIC.” Do research on old time radio.
Issue logs.

WANTED: Amos & Andy radio
program items, puzzles & stand-ups.
Bob Morgan, 4005 Pitman Rd., College
Park, GA 30349,

Tom Monroe, 1426 Roycroft Av,,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107./(216) 226-8189
Cassette and reel / always growing / 4 /
traffic / 41 / Mystery, adventure, sci-fi,
westerns, drama, some comedy /

James L. Snyder, 517 North Hamilton
Street, Saginaw, MI 48602 /

(517) 752-4625/ reel / 16,000 shows/
All, except music/sports.

NOSTALGIA WAREHOUSE offers a
wide selection of old time radio on reel
and cassette. Low prices, fine quality
recordings, Hobby-related magazines
and books are also available. Catalog -
$2.00. Nostalgia Warehouse, Inc., P.O.
Box 268, Glen Cove, NY 11542

RADIO PREMIUMS at your price in ech
of our mail bid auction catalogues. Each
list includes decoders, manuals, rings,
and other rare premiums. For sample
catalogue send $2 to HAKE'S
AMERICANA & COLLECTIBLES, Post
Office Box 1444, York, Pennsylvania
17405. We also buy premiums and
comic character items, especially pin-
back buttons and 1930's Disney
material.

OTR'S MOST TALKED ABOUT BOOK,
”A Technical Guide to Collecting Old
Time Radic” features 18 chapters, over
50 pages covering the history of old time
radic collecting, recording techniques,
improving and organizing your
collection, recoerding tape, editing, disk
dubbing, logs and directories of all
known QTR clubs and publications and
sources and prices for equipment. Blank
tape and supplies of interest to
collectors, dealer ads, plus a directory of
collectors, $7.5¢ post paid.

BRC Productions, P.O. Box 39522,
Redford, Michigan 48239-0522

TV GUIDES: 1948-1953 Pre-nationals,
Abridged chrenological index and
pricelist for SASE. TVA-D, POB 3, Blue
Point, NY 11715

William R Lane, 236 W. 6th, Brigham
City, Utah 84302./1-801-723-3319/reel/
2600 hours/ 5 / Hill Air Firce Base /60/
all types/Lum & Abner, Jack Benny, Lux
Radio Theater. Will buy or trade.

Radio books, parts wanted prior 1950
from radio repair shops. Send price list.
Richards, Box 1542-I, Brookiyn, N.Y.
11201.

Old-Time matinee serials on
videocassette! Tom Mix, Buck Jones,
Zorro, ete. Free list, send S.AS.E:
Serials, P.O. Box 173, Boyertown, PA
19512,

i " ——
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WANTED: Classical music broadcasts,
ET’s, Acetates, tapes, all speeds, sizes,
formats, for cash. Joe Salerno, 9407
Westheimer # 311 A, Houston, Texas
77063,

WANTED: Classical music broadcasts
ET’s, Acetates, tapes, all speeds, sizes,
formats, for cash. Joe Salerno, Houston,
Texas 77063.

Wanted: Space Patrol - Tom Corbett,
Capt. Video, old radio cereal giveaways,
gum cards, pep pins, nostalgia, comic
character items 1930°s - 1950’s. Joseph
Fair, 10 Crestwood-R.D., New Castle,
PA 16101 (35)

Old radio programs, cassette reel, 88
page catalog free. Okay, Box 441-RP,
Whitestene, N.Y. 11357 (33)

Tubes, Schematics, Literature
For early radios. SASE.
For free price list. Sam Faust,
Changewater, NJ 07831

‘| throughout,

OLD TIME radio. Original broadcasts on
cassettes. Comedy, mystery, drama.
Free show with first order. Catalog 44¢
{stamps}. Charlie Garant, P.O. Box 331-
D, Greeneville, TN 37744,

THE UNOTROL (<5

Broadcast Receiver

A Rl One Tube Set, Mads of best material
In s Reml Cahinet. with hinged top.
Eigh grade mahogany finlsh, hand rubbed. At &
Real price. Wil ship €. ©. D.

Mouniaing oo $11.90

Set I3 Fully Guaranteed. Wondemll Distance
Roportsd by Esthusimstic Users.

Dealers; Write for our proposition,  Soma  good
territorlen stlil open for boma fide Radlo I)enlom

To the Expecimenter and the Man Who Bullds
His Own: Writn for Our Bullstin of Parb
at B atn Prices.  Standard Masrchandise Only.

Abalene Rﬂdlo 105 Audubon Ave.

New York, N, Y,

The Radio
Reading Room
by George Wagner

Having spent nearly 25 years in the
new, used and rare book business, I
believe that I can offer some useful and
practical advice to those of my fellow
radio collectors interested in building up
a library of radio-related books. I have
no intention of stealing Ed Carr’s
thunder here; our two columns should
naturally compliment each cther’s,

My basic advice is that itis worth going
through nearly any collection of old
paperback pamphlets, hardbound
books, handbills, etc,, from the 1930s
and 1940s. In this manner ! have picked
up radio cookbooks, quiz books, scripts,
and religious promotions, among many
other jtems. [n going through one box of
old papers recently 1 found the
Christmas, 1946, fund-raising letter sent
out by radio’s LUTHERAN HOUR. Most
of these items cost me way under a
dollar, especiaily at charity bock sales,
although I've paid a little more for
choicer material.

You're going to miss a great many items
if you walk into used bookstores and
look only at the Radio-TV and Motion
Picture/Theater shelves. The vast
majority of my books have come from
shelves labeled Fiction....Cookbooks...
Religion....Literature.... World War Two...
Politics... Sports, etc. My copy of |.
Leonard Reinsch’s scarce RADIO
STATION MANAGEMENT (1943), for
example, came from the Business
shelves!

I've bought a lot of radio-related
material by searching the Poetry
shelves. Volumes of poetry broadcast
over the Tony Wons, Sammy Kaye, and
Ted Malene programs usualty sell forno
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more than $2.00 or $3.00 a piece. Six bits
brought me David Ross’s POET'S
GOLD: An Anthology of Poems to Be
Read Aloud (1933). These poems were
read by Ross over his CBS network
program, POET'S GOLD.

(And for anybody who thinks that
poetry is “sissy stuff,” consider this:
General George 5. Patton not only read
poetry, he also wrofe it. Enough said, or
do we have to fighi?)

It is always worthwhile checking
through collections of books on history
and the military, both in bookstores and
at library-type sales (such as the
Cincinnati Public Library’s annual sale
on Fountain Square). This is how |
purchased Raymond Gram Swing'’s
HOW WAR CAME (1939) for $1.50.
This book transcribes Swing’s most
important news broadcasts from March
9, 1939 through September 3, 1939,
Swing’s later book PREVIEW OF
HISTORY (1943}, a large magazine-size
paperback, cost me four bits. It contains
approximately 80 Swing newscasts, ali
dated, from the late 19305 and the early
1940s,

Many current events-type radio
programs published transcripts of their
discussions, and these often turn up
with the same type books mentioned
above. The famous TOWN MEETING
OF THE AIR is a case in point. I picked
up for next to nothing all the transcripts
for July, August, and September, 1949.

Very often this stuff is remarkably
cheap. For example, about a year ago 1
picked up a paperback volume of
political talks presented over the
MANION FORUM in the 1950s. Cost:
10¢. (The book had been marked down
twice before - from 50¢ to 25¢ to the
price I paid.} For 50¢ I got a little
pampbhlet of radio talks made by Charles
F. “Boss” Kettering in the 1940s and
1950s.

By all means keep a regular check on
the Religion shelves. I've found volumes
of radio sermons dating back to-the
1920s. Through such checking I've
managed to pick up the texts to many of
the sermons broadcast by Father
Charles E. Coughlin during the early
1930s. The volumes I've found so far
cover: 1930-1931, 1931-1932, 1934, and
1935. The cheapest of these books cost
me a quarter and the most expensive
$15.00. The latter amount is the most
I've ever spent for a radio book, and I
subsequently saw the book priced much
lower,

Check the Drama and Plays shelves for
collections of old radio scripts. The
greatest collection I've ever found is
BEST RADIO BROADCASTS OF 1938-
1939 (published in 1939). This big book
contains over 30 scripts, all dated,
including INFORMATION PLEASE,
WE THE PEOPLE, KATE SMITH, FRED
ALLEN (TOWN HALL TONIGHT),
LET'S PRETEND, GANGBUSTERS, and
CAVALCADE OF AMERICA. It also
includes newscasts (both ad lib and
prepared}, panel discussions, etc. My
copy cost me $5.00 - an absolute steal for
this treasure-trove of a book.

Also excellent is THERE'S
LAUGHTER IN THE AIR!: Radio’s Top
Comedians and Their Best Shows
(1945). This hilarious volume gives
three dozen scripts (some complete,
some lengthy fragments) from more
than 20 of the top comedy programs of
the early through mid-1940s. Many of
the shows are not dated, unfortumately,
but otherwise this is one fine book. 1
found this one in the Humor section.

It was also in the Humor section that 1
found my copy of CAN YOU TOP THIS
(1945), a collection of jokes from the
famous program of the same name. In
the Games section | found THE QUIZ
KIDS: Questions and Answers (1941},



The first book cost me $2.50, the second
less than a buck.

Novels based on radio soap operas are
buried in the Fiction shelves, but only
careful and patient searching will ever
ferret them out. In the late 1930s,
especially, many of the leading soap
operas published novelizations of their
story-lines. These books were
apparently intended to help new
listeners “catch up” with the continuing
drama. I paid $3.50 for my copy of JUST
PLAIN BILL (1935). This book, still in its
original dust jacket, gives the story up to
1935, plus photos of the cast.

A similar book was issued by the
BACHELOR’S CHILDREN show in
1939. This volume gives a complete
novelization of the show up through
February 28, 1939, as well as cast
pictures. I am fond of BACHELOR'S
CHILDREN, and this book has added
greatly to my understanding and
enjoyment of those episodes I possess.
ONE MAN'S FAMILY produced a
simijlar BOOK IN 1938.

- Don McNeil's BREAKFAST CLUB
published many books over the years.
Absolutely crammed with cast photos,
I've seen even the early volumes sell for
under cne dollar.

S0 help me, I've even found radio
books in the Medical section! That's
where I found a collection of scripts for a
dental hygiene program broadcast over
WNYC in the early 1940s.

Books from the 1940s on radic
production, directing, writing and acting
turn up quite frequently, usually at low
prices. Among others I've found: John S.
Carlile’'s PRODUCTION AND
DIRECTION OF RADIO PROGRAMS
(1939), Albert Crews’ PROFESSIONAL
RADIO WRITING (1946), Rome
Cowgill's FUNDAMENTALS OF
WRITING FOR RADIO (1949), and
Samuel B. Gould’s TRAINING THE

LOCAL ANNOUNCER (1950). None of
these books cost me more than $4.00¢

In time, with practice and patience,
you will develop an “eye” for radic
books. While others stare at bookstore
shelves, you will find yourself looking
behind the shelf, for the radio item that
got accidently pushed there a decade
ago. You will discover that it will become
impossible to pass a book anywhere
without checking the possibility that it
might be a radio item.

For example, I recently saw five very
old paperbacks sitting on a counter at a
charity book sale. There was no lettering
on the spines, and since [ am by nature a
rather curious fellow (read: nosey) 1
picked them up to see what they were.
Had [ passed up these “spinless” books I
would not now own the set of books
entitled: A SERIES OF TALKS GIVEN
ON THE FORD SUNDAY EVENING
HOUR: 1934-1940.

Most importantly, establish a close
relationship with your local used book
dealer and tell him or her the types of
material you wish to collect. You will be
surprized by the great stuff he or she will
turn up fer you.

e
E are jobbers of nation~.
ally advertised radid.
sets and parts. Send us your
orders. We ship same day.
MOST LIBERAL DISCOGNTS TO DEALERS

Writs for Catalogne ; B

o o
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AUDIO CLASSICS

QLD TIHE RADLOD PROGRAMS ON CASSETTE TAPES. COne cassette $4.50, two to five cassettes
$4.00 each, s1x to nine cassettes $3.50 each, and if you buy ten or mere cassettes you
pay just $3.00 each. Include $2.50 with each order ta caver postage and handling.
NOTE: These programs azre for private home use and enjoyment only. Mo broadcast rights
are stated, {mplied, or given. AUDID CLASSICS assumes no responsibility for the
unauthorized use of these programs. Cost cavers cassettes, cases, lzbels, postage. and
handling. If you have not received your AUDIO CLASSICS cassette catalog, or AUDIO
CLASSICS reel-to-reel catalog, order one now. We have been mailing them out now that
ihey are available. The cast is a very Tow $1.00 each for right now. Mentign this

01d Time Radio Digest ad (#6} with your order please. Order by program title and
cassette number.

TALES OF THE TEXAS RANGERS

#1 05/13/51 Paid In FU1l; 05/20/51 Square Dance

# 3 05/27/51 Wheel Chalr Killing; 10714751 Flay For kKeeps

# 410721751 Fugitive's Trail; "10/28/51 The White Elephant

# 5 11704751 Open And Shut; 11/11/51 Witd Crop

# 6 11/18/51 The Blow Off; 03709/57 Dead Giveaway

7 12/30/51 Killer's Lrop; 03709/52 Dream Farm

+ B D6/22/52 Knock Out, 06/29/52 Ex-Con

# 9 07/06/52 The Boomerang; 07713752 Finger Man

#10 07420752 Round Trip; 07727752 Stick up

#11 08/03/52 Double £dge; 08/10/52 Last Stop

12 0817752 Cover Up; DB/24/52 Three Yictims

Hi Traop Train: Travesty

14 Death Plant; Clip Job

#15 Bipod Trail; HWight Chase

#16 The Rub Qut; Hitehhiker

#7 Cold Blood; Bright Boy

B The lceman; Night Hawk

UKE SLAUGHTER OF TOMSSTOWE

1 02/23758 Duel On The Tradl;, 03/D2/58 Tracks Dut OF Tombstone
€ 03/09/58 Yancy's Pride; 03/16/58 Page's Progress

3 03/23/52 The Homesteaders; 04/13758 Wzoon Train

4 04/20/58 The Henry Fell Story; 04727458 Death Watch

5 05/04/58 Worth It's Salty; 05/11;58 Heritage
[
7
a
E

05/18/58 Drive To Fort Huachuca; 05/25/53 Dutlaw Kid
06/01¢58 Cattie Drive; 06/089/58 Big Business
O6/15/53 June Bride {Last show); / TALES DF THE TEXAS RANGERS Dlind Justice
ADYENTURES OF RED RYDER
1 #41 Wildcat Wire; #42 Thundering Tumbleweeds
2 01/15/43 Trouble In Painted VYalley; 1945 Timber Torrade
3 11724143 The Law Comes To Stove Pipe; 03/1%/46 The Flames OF Hate
4 03/06/46 The Hysiampa Kid; 02/11/47 The Pint S1zed Pinto
5 My20/48 The Roar OF The River; 12/23/48 Special Christmas Story
] The Brand Buster; Tornade On The Trail
B

T Deadman's Hand; Raimnaker Of fagie Nest Mountaim
2 The Coltsville Terror; Mystery UF Skull Yalley
El Renegades OF San Rafael; The Phantom Bandido

4 Murder On The Trail; Hoppy Takes A Chance

5 ¥ofce OF The Devil; Ten Strike Gold

[} Red Rock Masa; The Empty Saddle

7 Death Paints A Picture; Border Of Nowhere

g Case Of The Last Word; Bad Medicine At Rimrock
9 The Frightened Town; The Kilfer In Black

¥ Black Grass Fevery The Cold Country

L1 Buckshot Madman, EBoss Of ¥inegar Bend

#12 Land Of The Gumhawks, The Devil's Drym

#13 Hoppy Elects A Sheriff; #Peril At Pier 19

ORT LARAMIE

01/22/56 Playing Tadian; 01/29/56 Boatwright's Story
02/04/56 Squaw Man, 02/12/56 Woman At Horse Creek
02/15/56 Baredom; O2/26/56 Captain's Widow

03/04/56 The Shavetail; D3/11/56 Hattie Pelfrey
03/18/56 The Beasley Girls; 03/25/56 The Coward
03/011/56 The Lost Child; D4/15/96 Stagecoach Stap
M/22/56 The New Recruit; 04/29/56 The Capture

05/06¢/56 Never The Twain; 05/13/56 War {orrespondent
05/20/56 Gald; 05/27/56 The Sergeant's Bahy

¥10 06/03/56 Don't Kick My Horse;, ©06/10/56 The Young Trooper
#11 06717756 The Winter Soldier; 06/24/% The Loving Cup
#12 07701756 Trooper's Widow; 07/08/56 Talented Recriits
#13 07715756 The Q14 Enemy; 07/22/56 Spotted Tail Returns
¥4 07729756 Nature Boy; 08705/56 The Massacre

K15 08/12/56 Assembly Line; 08/1%/56 Scadbye Willa

#16 08/26/56 The Chaplin; 09/02/56 The Return Of Hattie Pel frey

[y R
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PO.BOX i35 ST.CHARLES,MO. 63302-1135

FORT LARAMIE - continued
#17 09/09/56 Buffalo Hunters; 08%/16/58 The Patrol

#18 09/23/56 Woman At Horse Creak (repeat show), 09730756 A Small Beginning
#19 10707756 Galvanized Yankee; 1014756 5t111 Waters

#20 10/21/56 The Indian Scout: 10/2B/56 Army Wife [Last show)

FRGNTIER GEWTLEMAN

# 1 02/02/%8 The Shelton Brothers; 02/09758 Charlie Meeker

02/16/58 The Honkytonkers; 02/23/58 Kendall's Last Stand

03/02/58 The Lost Mine; 03/09/58 Claim Jumpers

03/16/58 Big Sam For Governor (G); 03/23/58 The Actress

03/30/58 Gentle Virtue; D4/06/58 Powder River Kid

04/73/58 The Trial; 04/20/58 Aces And Eights
04/27/58 Random Hotes {Stagecaach versﬂ:n?; 05/04/58 Daddy Buckbucks
05/11/58 The Cannibai; 05/18/58 Advice To The Lovelarn
05/25/58 The Cowboy; 06701758 Schoal Days

O6/0B/SE Belljoy's Prisonar; O6/15/58 The Nell

06/29/58 Gambling Lady; 07/06/58 Education Of Kid Yancy
07/13/58 Justice OF The Peace; O0F/20/58 Mighty Mounse
07/27758 Mighty Tired; 08/03/58 Hebraska Jack

08/10/58 The Cat Man; 08717758 The Wonder Boy

#15 09724758 Belle Sfddon's Encore: 08/31/58 Belle Siddon Strikes
F16 09/07/58 Last OF Belle Sfddon; 0914758 A Horse Far dendall
7 09721758 Indian Lover; 09/28/58 The Gold Digger

#18 10/05/58 The Librarian; 10/12/58 Aces And Eights (repeat show)
1% 10/19/98 The Preacher; 710/26/58 The Raimmaker

11/02/58 Nasty People; 11709758 Holiday .
#21 11/11/58 Random Motes {Train versfon)(tast show}; / DEATH VALLEY DAY5S 03/08/35 Sam Bass
FRONTIER T{wWH
]

T
-3 RN SR RY XY

e ]
=23 EX
=

-
L]
(=1

Return To Dos Rios; His Mame Is John Smith
Tod Ford; Marie

The Poisoned Waterhole; Emily Bracket

The Seminale Strip; The Chavez Family

The Dpening OF Tioga Reserve: Death And Taxes
Sixqun Justice; Returnt Of The Badmen

The Yalley Of Lawless Men; Guns OF Weath

Her Name 15 Burbon Kate; The Railrpad, Dam, And The Water Works Or Where's Lul;
Land Grab: The Jailbird Rangers

Five Gun Final; Valley 0f The Varments
AlT Trails Lead To Trauble; Forest fire
Thunder Over Texas; Gun Trouble Valley -
Branding The Badlands; South OF Sante Fe

Maverick Town: The Coach Arrived Missing

Mestern Empire; Sfxgun Lawyer \
Sundown Valley; The &lory Trail
Trouble Rides The Rails; Open Range
The Chase; Bullets For Baothill

On The Prod; The Trail Drive
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:gﬂ Fort Disaster; End OFf The Trafl

1 Canyon Of Wanted Men; Days OF The Road Agent .

2z Stanpede; The Badlands "y Smook
#23 Boom Town: Where Men Are Men

424 Lady Luck (Last show); STRAIGHT ARRON 01/07/50 The Wegan Train

THE S14 SHOOTER

The Wyoming Kid: S1lver Threads Among The Gold

The Election; When The Shoe Doesn't Fit

The Groom; Step Brothers

The Stlver Belt Buckle; The DutTaw's Mife

The Swedish Eride; Ranchers vs. Sodbusters

The Actors; Myra Barker
E GUN, WILL TRAVEL
11/23¢58 Strange Vendetta; 17/30/58 Food To Wickenberg
12/07/58 ENa West; 12/14/58 The Outlaw
12/21/58 Hanging Cross; 12728758 No Visitors
01704759 kelen OF Abadinfan; D1/11/5% The Englishman
01/18/59 Three Bells To Perdidn; 01725/59 The Teacher
02/701/59 Matter OF Ethics; 02/08/59 Killer's Widow
B2/15/59 The Return OF Doctor Thackeray; 02/22/59 Winchester Quarantine
O3/ 01/59 Hey Boy's Revenge; 03708/59 Monster OF Moonridge
03¢15/59 Death OF A Young Gunfighter, @3/22/59 The Five Books Of Owen Deaver
04/05/59 Maggie Bamion; 04/12/55 The tolonel And The Lady
04/26/59 The Gunsmith; 05/03/59 Gunshy
05/10/59 Statue Of San Sebastian; 05/17/59 Silver Queen
05424459 In An Evil Time; 05/31/59 Blind Courage
06/07/59 Aoped; 06/14759 Bitter Wine
06/21/5% North Fork; 07705759 Commanache
#16 07/12/59 Young Gun, 07/26/59 The Wager
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MORE LISTIRGS NEXT MONTH
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