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THE FUNNIEST MAN IN

A rare balance between wisdom and wisecracking ha

have been flabbergasted. Alter

all, if's quite something to be a
who in that bluebook of abbreviations
and biographies. The editor must have
wondered just who is this man who de-
clined to give his biography to “Whao's
Who" on contention the pages of that
book should ha reserved for men who
really have done things, such as saving
lives and writing laws.

The editor had wrilten the man in
good faith and the man had said he
wasn't worthy of being in “Who's
Who' because he never had done any-
thing. Well, just who is the guy? Why,
he's John Florence Sullivan, one of the
it not the highest-paid entertainers in
radio. You know him as Fred Allen,
who chews tobacco like a ballplayer
and serves bowls of wisdom garnished
with gall and sprinkled with Tabasco.
He changed his name not because it
was a jaw-breaker but because he didn't
want to be confused with John L. Sulli-
wvan, who was a champ, too.

Aside from the fact they both were
born in Massachusetls and were cham-
pions, there is no similarity between
John F. Sullivan and John L. John L.'s
theme song should have been "Beer
Barrel Polka” and he had muscles in
his body and brain. John F. has the
most nimble brain in the show busi-
ness. Incidentally, he's a tophand
boxer, loo, and looks something like
Jack Sharkey in Sharkey's betler mo-
ments, if any.

He pethaps is cne of the few Irish-

THE editor of "Who's Who' must

men in the world who changed their -

names except to duck a British noose.
Some will say it wasn't good showman-
ghip; that if he had stuck to Sullivan
he would have Ead the Irish on his

side right off. But Fred Allen never
does anything the orthodox way.

One Wednesday night Owen D.
Young elbowed his way through the
NBC crowd to get near his idol, and
there was Allen, hat on the back of his
head, autographing papers.

Mr, Young said, “I've been listening
to your program for years.” He was
beaming at Allen. Fred kept on chew-
ing. “And,” continued the great Mr.
Young, “I've been lucky enough to be
in the audience during your last three
broadcasts.”

"Well, M. Young.” said Allen, "1
can understand why a person wouid
want to see one of my programs once.
just for curiosity’s sake, but anybody
who could sit through it three tlimes
should see a phrenclogist.”

Mr. Young doubled up with laughier.
He won't visit any man on Allen nigh!
unless he can hear Town Hall and the
funniest man in the world.

Every writingman of the craft will
dolf his hat to Allen, but if there were
more Allens a lot of script-writers would
be jobless, for Allen writes his scripts,
digs up most of his own gags, and has
enough left over te give a few away
to the fellow who can‘t strike pay-gags.
Most aclors are no better than their
writers, but Allen never needs a crutch.
Many of the really funny cracks going
the rounds are Allenese, for which be
nover gets credit. He believes that once
he springs a gag it’s the public domain.

He was playing the first night of
“The Liitle Show" several years ago
when he_happened to glance at the or-
chestra-leader, who had a head of
bushy hair. Allen paused in the middle
of his patter and leaned over the lights
and said to the leader, “Pardon me, but
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THE WORLD

given Fred Allen the edge in the funnyman business

how much would you charge to haunt
a house week-ends?”

The gag still is a classic. So is his
crack about the deceitful man who put
salt in his toupee to make psople think
he had dandruff, and the Scetsman who
thrashed his son because he bought an
all-day sucker at 4 p.m.

If the records are correcl, he was
born in 1894 in Somerville, Mass., on
a day the groundhog saw his shadow.
The great John L. Sullivan was bomn

about twenty miles away.

Fred's mother died when he was a
child and he was reared by an aunt,
the late Mrs, Elizabeth lLovely. He
hadn't learned how 1o chew tobacco
when he got a job in the Boston Public
Library at twenty cents an hour. He
had started smoking, however, and
often violated the library rules by
sneaking off to a corner lo enjoy a
smoke. His favorite hangoul was the
roomn where the humor of the ages was
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stored and he studied the books while
snitching a smoke.

ONE day when he was hiding out,

John L. Sullivan sirutted into the li-
brary. Mr. Sullivan distinctly was not
the kind of man who visited libraries.
Young Mr. Sullivan dashed out his
smoke and went to wait on old M.
Sullivan.

"l want to see the back number of
that magazine.” the strong one bel-
lowed.

“"Whal magazine?” asked our hero.

“The one that used my pitcher by
that Gibson quy,” said the great one.

Our hero asked Mr. Sullivan o sign
his name to a card. The champ said.
"You sign it; my name is John L. Sulli-
van.”

“I'm John F. Sullivan,” said the clerk.

“Lots of guys named after me. Get
that book.”

The magazine had a twopage spread
of Sullivan drawn by Charles Dana
Gibson. The fighler sniffed as he
looked at his likeness, a hulk in a box
coat. He said, “Thanks. | come here
on my birthday ever' year to see my
pitcher. It does me good.”

Mr. Sullivan was 2 wee bit punch-

" drunk, and when he wasn't punch-

drunk he often was just plain drunk.

Hidden, where it should have stayed,
among the bocks of effete cld Boston
was a book on juggling, and the clerk
happened i read it. He decided to be
a juggler and began practising. Soon
he was good enough to play at smokers
and other stag affairs where tired busi.
nessmen go just 10 see a man juggle.
Some of the businessmen were good
jugglers, too, with the truth and other
folks’ money. Fred worked too much
at night and often slept during the day.
That didnt make for efficiency in the
library.

One day a lady, a Boston lady, asked
him for a copy of “Water Babies” and
Fred gave her a bock on how 1o breed
goldfish. The hoss, prodded properly

by the Boston lady, found Fred jug-
gling a dictionary and “Lady of t-z
Lake.”

“I'm practising,” said Allen.

The boss said, “You don't have :z
practise handing in your resignation—
just do it.”

His appetite forced him to get irn::
the show business. He began dcing
amateur shows, trying to win the 322
prizes. But he couldn't. He didn't kn:w
the ropes. The first time he tried ze
saw a compelitor cut holes in his seces
and make himself look very down ==
his luck. Out of sympathy, the au=.
ence gave him the first prize. Fred .
most won a prize one night by jugglinz
a derby, a cane and a lighted ciga:
But some ham had swiiched a loadss
cigar off on him and the act blew uc

Another night the manager walked
onto the set and tried to kid Fred
"How did you ever become a juggler?’
the manager demanded.

Fred grinned sheepishly, "I took =
correspondence course in  baggage
smashing.”

Our hero almost collapsed when the
crowd toared. The crack had slipped
out. Offatage, the manager called Frez
aside. "Give ‘em laughter.,” he saii
"Talk to ‘em.”

The Fred Allen we know was bar-
that night.

TRED from his job at the Boston Pub
F lic Library, Fred Allen tried juggling

at an amateur show. His act was a
colossal flop, but when he began to
talk, the crowd roared. On that nigh!
the Fred Allen we know—the wise-
cracking Fred Allen—was born. He
used the name of Fred James and went
into five-a-day vaudeville. Out in El
Paso he made the mistake of doubting
that a fellow had jacks back-to-back and
Fred went broke. But he had credit in
New Orleans. He had no way to get to
New Orleans. He ecraped together
enough money to buy a ticket part of
the way and boarded the train, trusting



something would turn up. The train was
wrecked and the railroad took Fred to
New Orleans without a complaint. He
might have sued, you know.

Next he went from New Orleans to
Australia without a passport. He just

walked aboard-a ship and walked off
in Brisbane. Australia was at war and
the folks looked twice at husky young
men, wonde.ing why they were not in
France getting their brains blown out.
The women particularly were anxious

—Haupuler

Fred Allen used his head when he married Portiand Heffa {named for
Portland, Qregon). They live in a small mid- Manhattan apartment,
have no servants, ride In cabs. Portland does most of the cooking
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_to snub a quy if he was not in uniform.

Women are the most effective rabble-
rousers in the world., Men will suffer
their brains to be splattered rather than
face the scorn of some nitwitted wo-
man,

Fred decided to leave Australia. He
and cther Americans were subjected to
many insulls. But it wasn't s0 easy to
leave. He had no papers and the offi-
cials were watching young men who
caught boats. Finally Fred appealed 1o
an American consul, who was not great-
ly interested in a juggler. He asked for
Fred's birth certificate and Fred didn"t
have any. There was no record in Mas-
sachuselts of his having been born, bat
by enlisting the services of the mayor
of Boston and a covey of notaries, he
got proof that he had been born, and
he got permission to come back home,

He was crossing the Pacific when the
United States declared war and Fred
joined the army. “After that war,” he
said, “I got married.”

That was another time Fred used kis
head, for he married Portland Hoffa,
named for Portland, Ore., where she
was born,

They lead the quistest life of any
celebrities. Their home is a rather small
apartment in a midtown Manhattan ho-
tel. They have no servants or automo-
bile. Fred prefers cabs. Portland does
most of the cooking or they eat out.
He is the most unpretentious man in
the show business, . '

He was invited to Hollywood to make -

a picture and wrote his business man.
ager to reserve a hotel room for him
and Portland.

The manager wired back that he
could get a suitable mansion for a good
price, something in keeping with Al
len’s prestige. Fred wired back for him
to get a hotel room. The manager ob-
jected and pointed ocut that in Holly-
wood a big-shot simply had to have a

big house. :

Allen's final answer was, "Get a

small place for Portland and me. You :

won't have to admit you know us.”
He enjoys attending fights and some
times he goes to the theater, but usualy
he stays home at night and reads. One
of his best friends is Alton Cook, 2
radio columnist. He calls on the Cooks
quite often. Cook can be a serious fel
low, interested in serious things, and so
can Fred. Dinty Doyle, another New
York radio columnist, got a week’s the
ater engagement on condition he could
persuade some radio stars to appear
with him. Allen has refused for years
to make personal appearances for bix
money, but he went to bat for Deyle.
His first crack was, “Thig is the first
time I've ever played a benefit for a
guy with a job.”
IS teud with Jack Benny is a fake, cf
course, and at times rather bering.
To be brutally frank, it's so one-sided
that it'’s not cricket. Fred thinks his
friend Benny is the greatest interpretes
of comedy in the world and perhaps
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he is. Jack thinks Alen is the smartest
writer of comedy in the world, and he
is. One night Benny surrendered before
a barrage of Allen cracks and moaned,
“If my writers were here you couldn't
talk to me like that.”

Fred Allen is not a comedian, he's a
humorist. He never really opens up on
the radio, because the public has not
been educated to appreciate the bril-

liant =atire of the man. He is a student

of history, philosophy and literature.
Some have said his snapping satire has
approached Voltaire's.

Heore 1s a typical example. It was
back during the freedom-of-speech con-
troversy in Jersey City when Mayor
Hague was bellowing that he was the
law., In the middle of Allen’s broad-
cast there was a stalion-break for an-
nouncement, and Fred whispered to his
audience, "This is where we break the
program to ask Mayor Haguse if the re-
mainder of the breadcast can go o
Jersey City."”

‘He grumbles a lol, especially about
how hard he works. When he goes out
he sets a time limit for fun. Recently
he went to a friend’s house and vowed
he would have to leave at midnight.
He made Portland promise to remind
him to leave at twelve. At midnight he
was enjoying himseM.

Portland said, “It's midnight, Fred.
You said you had to be home at
twelve.”

“That’s right,” said Fred,
Pacific Coast time.”

His pockets always are stuffed with
envelopes on which he has joited down
ideas for gags.

“twelve

His rouline of lite is almost as strict
as a monk's. His week begins at 1
a. m., Thursdays, after his Wednesday
broadcast. He spends that day answer-
ing mail and attending to personal mat-
ters. He devotes Friday to writing, and
sometimes takes Poriland out Friday
night. He almost always goes to
church Sunday mornings and does his

"newsreel” and “Portland spot” Sun-
day afterncon. To do his "newsreel” he
spreads seven days’ worth of New
York papers and news magazines before
him and goes through them, shears in
hand. He usually picks up a hundred
items, and saves about six. That's one
reason he is so well informed.

He meets with his production staf
on Mondays, puts the finishing touck
on his script on Tuesday, rehearses
Woednesday and is ready for the air
that might.

Twice a week he works cut at a gy=-
nasium, usually boxing. Any break -
hiz routine throws him off. He's 2
chronic bellyacher. He keeps track cf
everything, however. He hates to keez
track of his income tax, but keeps &
straight to the penny. One day a lz
borer neglected to receipt a bill ac2
Allen yelled, “"Come here and sign this
memorandum for Mr. Morgenthau."”

HIS wite says her hardest job is 1
get Allen to part with his derby in
spring.

After starring in several Broadway
shows, Allen tock to the air in 1922
with a halfhour show. His wife begax
to heckle him during his first show.
and he added her to his cast. He begac
"Town Hall Tonight” in 1934. Othe:
sponsors have told him to write his
own ticket, but he is loyal to “Tows:
Hall” He knows if he breaks up his
organization a lot of folks might be ou
of work. He has al] the money a mar
needs. His new contract provides tha:
“Town Hall” must run until 1941.

When he signed if, Fred told his
sponsor, "It it flops, the joke is on

you.” —James Street.

FRED ALLEN

Coost 9,10 EWT 7.8 MWT
CBS NETWORK 1o "2 5 CWT 6.7 PW1




MAGAZINES—Radio Guide, Radio
Weekly, Radio Best, Tune In, Radio TV
Mirror, Radio and Television Weekly,
Movie Radio Guide.
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Magazine, Photo

PROGRAM GUIDES Station WQXR 1949

CBS RADIO Press Release Blurb on 8 x
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INSIDE STUFF

BY MARTIN LEWIS

MY weeks before Fred Allen left

the Town Hall show, reports were

making the rounds that the come-
dian would not return to this program
next fall. Now comes the announce-
ment that Fred has signed a two-year
contract and” will definitely be back
on the same show. It seems Allen was
getting fed up with the worry and
work of writing for a one-hour show
and preferred to go on for just a half-

- liour weekly. However, he has changed

his mind and maybe his salary increase
was responsible for it. Fred is now

vacationing in Maine with his frau,-

Portland “Tally-Ho' Hoffa. Later in
the summer they will go to Hollyweod

where Fred is scheduled to make a-

picture for Twentieth Century-Fox be-
fore returning to the air.

“As You Like.It,” with Frank Morgan,
is scheduled for August 16; “Hem-y
IV,” 1with an all-star cast headed by
Walte.- Huston, Humphrey Bogart,

Brian. Aherne and Walter Connolly,

will be heard on August 23; the fol-

lowing week, “Twelfth thht > will be

presented, with Sir Cedrie Hardwicke,
Tallulgh Bankhead, Orson Welles, Hel-
en Menken gnd  Estelle Winwopod.

When Myrt and Marge started on
the air, they were heard for several

years in the spot opposite Amos 'n’.

Andy. It was for some time, and is at
present, heard in the afternoon, but
starting August 2, their programs will
be heard in the mornings. The pro-
gram remains the same and evidently
commands a big listening audience ne
matter what time it is aired.

There was a time when an orckestrg
leader had nothing else to do on o pro-
gram but direct the music. Now it
seems that more and more of them

- are turning oui to be comedians. Ray

Noble stooges for Burns and Allen,
Phil Harris turned comic on the Jack
Benny show, Oscar Bradley reads fun-
ny lines on his Sunday night program,
and now Walter (’Keefe announces he
iz going to write his scripts so that
Peter Van Steeden will have some
comedy lines on the show.

Radle Guide
Week Ending July 31, 1937

Jack
Benny

and his gang
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TEWT PM. 6 CWT

W)

Sponsored by

Grape-Nuts Flakes

EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT!

> FRED ALLEN

presented by cmlﬂll! NETWORK
TEXACO COAST-TO-COAST
DEALERS WIR 7 P.M. EST




ORDER YOURS TODAY!

N~
‘
Old Time
Radio

Ifyou are truly a died in the wool old time radio
collector, you will want to drink your favorite
beverage from this handsome 10%:0z. porcelain
mug while you are listening to your favorite
shows. Truly a collectors item - imprinted on
bothsides inred and black-as illustrated above. FACH PLUS #1.50 SHIPPING

Send all orders to: Royal Promotions 4144 Montgomery Rd. Cincinnati, Ohio 45212 (513} B41-1267

Name Address
Gity State Zip Phene { 1}
Check I I Money Order I | Cash Description aty. | Price Total
terCard Visa N .
Maste l | | Love Did Yime Radio Mug .50
Card No.
Hank Ne. *Sales fax must be added for Sub Total
Ex. Dats MasterCard the following states. Add the Shiopi $1.50
Signatucs appropriate 2amount pPing .
Y OH, IL!N, KY, MH.PA, WV Sales Tax*
GHARANTEE:
Your salislacilon is absolutely guaranteed, i 1or any
reason you dare unhappy with your purchase, simply Totai
reltrn in same condiion recaived within 30 days of
puichase and recelve a full refund No quastions Check ar Money
asked — Thank You. ) Do ot wrka in this space [wder encloseq

'
13







| LOVE OLD TIME RADIO

WITH 2 YEAR
NEWor EXTENDED

SUBSCGRIPTION

O Yes entermy 2 year subscription at $25
and send my FREE MUG

Name

Address

City
State Zip

O New subscription O Extended
Charge my O Visa [ MasterCard

Card No.

Signature

Expiration Date '

Royal F;romotio ns, 41 1'4 Montgomery Rd.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45212

15




" Fred Allen: Radio’s Sou

By MAURICE ZOLOTOW, with marginal notes by FRI

EDITOR’S NOTE: Continuing the new
kind of magazine biography initiated
with its recent profile of publisher Roy
Howard, LOOK showed this article to
Fred Allen before publication. Mr. Al-
len’s comments appear beside Mr. Zolo-
tow's manuscript.

he story runs that a man once went to

SAYS ALLEN: see a doctor. He complained of sleep-
lessness, poor appetite, irritability, The

This couldnt have been | My doctor found nothing physically wrong,

doctor is a chiropractor. During finally advised him to relax, smile, have
my odjustments | fie face down. a good time, Why not, the doctor sug-
The chiropractor doesa’t know gested, go to see Fred Allen in The Little
who | am, either. Show (then Broadway’s reigning musi-

cal}? That clown Allen, he felt, could
cure anyone’s doldrums.

¢ “But, doctor,” the patient said miser-)
ably, “I can’t do that. I'm ¥red Allen.”/

This tale may be apoeryphal, but it
illuminates a fact. Fred Alien, who at 50
Teceives ($4,000 a week) for making
20,000,000 radio listeners guffaw, is him-
self amused by very little in the world.
Morose, harassed, he wears on his coun-
tenance a perpetual air of having just fin-
ished sucking a particularly sour lemon.

When struggling with next week's
script (which is most of the time), Allen
curdies his lips, squints, wrinkles up his
face /The bags under his eyes come to
look like fugitives from a hammock fa&)
et, in his rare moments of inher
calm, Allen is not unhandsome,

Nor is he unapproachable. For a top-
flight star, he is amazingly patient with
clamoring fans, remote acquaintances,
pestiferous drunks. His generosity to
panhandlers is legendary, Unescorted by
bodyguards, stooges and yes men, he
I do not start these converse- ——(falks io everybody, even total strangersy)
tions. Allen’s voice is just as you hear it on

the air—slow, slurred, with a nasal

|
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Ms. Zolotow doesn’t mention the
specific week this omount was
eamned.

Come, now. My bags aren’t that
big. My eyes just look as though
they ore peeping over two dirty
ping-pong balls.
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Clown

ALLEN

Down East twang. His conversation is

unctuated by deadpan gags which his SAYS ALLEN:
arynx manufactureglas easily and nﬁ
rally as breathing. Recently he took his Humor originates in the brain. it
wife to see a play that was obviously is dispensed through the mouth.
doomed to an early closing, Offered The larynx is only the middle-
front-row seats, Allen demurred. :

“I'd rather be a little farther back,”
he rasped. ‘1 don’t wanti those actors
leaning over to berrow money from me.”

The Allen philosophy: ““The world is
a grindstone, life is your nose”

_Some of Allen’s friends think his con-
tinual despondency a pose. “Fred has to
grouse to be happy,” one of them says.
But when Allen himself analyzes his
life, he sees frustration on every side.
He used to smoke 15 ¢igars a day, and
chew tobacco in between. Now his doe-
tor has him down to two a day.
He likes to eat—spicy Italian dishes,
lobster & la Newburg, thick steaks with
onions. But he has high blood pressure,
so the doctor allows him little but let-
tuce-and-tomato sandwiches (on whole-
wheat bread) and buttermilk.
Allen likes to be by himself, yet he
must attend conferemces, hobnob with
sponsors, pose for photographs, be inter-
viewed. He likes to read. but the pres- 3
sure of creating (6,000 new and h.i.la.rious)/— :‘hmdzo :::s n MLT::_
(words each weekfwon’t let him. binatioens.

He Suffers for His Arnt
" Fred finds radio an exhausting medium
of entertainment. Yet he appears every
Sunday (except in summer) and gags
for 30 minutes on 143 CBS stations.
“Radie comedy is painful” he says.
“Every week you've got to be there with
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CLASSIC SPECIALTIES . presents per

SCARVES

Custom designed and individually
handcrafted from cashmere-like
Merino wool ar Merino wool and silk
blends. These scarves are not only
warm, comiortable, and eminently wear-
able but each one is a truly unique
treasure of nostalgia.

A. OTR301 The Hplmes,/Watson Sil-
hauette scarf is ane of our most pop-
ular items. Available in black and grey.
blue and grey. or brown and beige.
Please specify color, $46.50 ppd.

B. OTR308 Waltese Falcon. Your own
piece of ".the stuff that dreams are
made of...;" the elusive and mysteri-
ous Maltese Fatcon. The Falcon is
biack and steel grey spotlighted in pew-
ter grey on a ack scarf. $62.00 ppd.

C. GTR309 The Shadow. So fifelike
that hig ruby-pupiled eyes could acty-
ally “ctoud the mingds" of anyane who
views him. Except for the eyes, the
Shadow is black; the background is
pewter grey. $46.50 ppd.

0. GTR310 Classic Microphone [not
shown). This familiar microphone has
“WOTR on the planue above the mike.
Microphone is steel grey 2nd pewter;
body of scarf (and letters) in admiral
blug, black, or red. Piease specify
color. $52.00 ppd.

or chaose, for just $3.00 more, your
very gwn..,

OTRE03 Personalized Microphone
{shown). Symbolize your own broad-
casting station! Personalize the
"Classic Microphone” (HOTR308) by
displaying your initials after the "W
Microphone is steet grey and pewter
with bady of scarf avaitable in admi-
ral blue, black, or red. Please specify
color and three initials of your choice.
$55.00 ppd.

TIES

Qur ties are popular,
wearable, polyester
and are available in
solid colors of dark
blue, red, o brown.
Please specify color
when ordering.
$21.95 each ppd.

(TR201 Cathedral
Top Radio. A pre-
cision embroidered replica

of this ever popular radio. Show ..
ive for 0.TR. with this tastefus,
unique itent.

OTR200 Mr. Sherlock Holmes nz:
shown). This embroidered likeness o
M Hoimes is an absolute mug: *2-
any Sherlock Holmes fan.

OTR190 The gift box availabla fr-
only S._50 each,

SPECIAL

OTR501 Uniquely designed silhoL=m=
of Mr. Sherlock Holmes embasses o
a handloomed sleeveless, pullove:
sweater vest. The image is embossas
in the same ¢olor as the body of v2:
tut in 2 different texture such tha: e
Mr. Holmes' iikeness dramaticalt,
appears or disappears as it isilluT -
nated by light from different angi=: *
truty striking effect! These vests 2=
individuatly handerafted of 100% Suoer
wash Wool and are available in r=:
hiue, or grey. Available in Men's
sizes: 38-40 (smail), 40-42 'mec:_~
or 42-44 {larges. Women's sizes
S.M, or L. $75.00 ppad.




onal and gift items 'specially for the O.T.R. fan.

T-SHIRTS

20% cotton/50% poly-
ester T-shirts are avail-
ablein sizes S, M. L, XL.
Solor choices are light
=lue, silver, peach, or
~wint. Please specify
color and size,

SWEATSHIRTS

Long slesved. crew neck.
Available insizes S. M, L, XL.
Color choices are light hlue.
silver peach, or mint. Please
specify color and size when
ordering.

$19.95 each ppd.

$12.95 each ppd.
The “PENSIVE HOLMES"—a

The CATHEDRAL TOP brand new creation rendered
RADIO. Your favorite by the legendary Dave Warren.
-adio professionally siik OTR702 T-shirt
screened, OTR802 Sweatshirt
OTR701 T-shirt
OTRBO1 Sweatshirt

ORDER FORM

hame

Zodress

sy State Zip

TEV ND. Ot1. | SIZE COLOR DESCRIPTION PRICE TOTAL
¥

Make check or money order payable to: SUBTOTAL
Eb'_‘ggﬁg%%%c'“”“is Ohio Residents add 5.5% Sales Tax
Cincinnati, Ohio 45218 TOTAL
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ALLEN: a new set of gags. This never-ending
SAYS pressure turns all the comedians into
The average radio gogwriteris-  _yultures. I don’t blame them; I blame
an emacicied nooentity with a their writers.”) Last year, Allen’s
good wemory and o pencil. crack about the Russian Army slowing
up its offensive because it was three days
ahead of H. V. Kaltenborn was being re-

" told on the air within just one hour,

) "~ The dour comic doesn’t like studio)

! have nothing ogainst these (gudienchSo his show is put on before
people individually, i they 1,300 spectators, on the theory that a
di_""" °°"°°“" radio stutions, 1 background of laughter and applause is
might think highty of thom. necessary. That background consumes
-six wasted minutes of his precious 30.

To get it, he must put in “sight” gags—

A yak is ¢ gamey quadruped tearing his hair, lifting a trouser leg—
Ffound in- zoos ond crossword which of course are lost on people lis-

puzzies. A laugh, in radic par- tening at home. To make New Yorkers in
lance, s o yuck, the studio(yak-yak )he needs purely local

quips that fall extremely flat in Kansas,
Alien also feels uncomfortable with
advertising agencies (which he has de-
fined as 85 per cent confusion, 15 per
cent commission). The jargon of a
Far from being tight-lipped, —1riar 5 qltheir tight-lipped attitude)to-
most agency men are big-  yarg life bewilder him. So, of course,
mouthed. The only tight-lipped he is employed by an advertising agency.
men in radic are choe-players. As for radio itself, Fred calls it hag-
ridden by red tape, bureaucracy, buck-
passing and ignorance of the fundamen-
tals of show business. He claims radio
executives, who singly can do nothing,
hold conferences to agree collecti
) that nothing can be done.iVic&-presi-)
The average vice-president is a dents he icularly loathes. _
form of execrtive fungass that Allen’s sarcastic wit keeps him in hot
attaches itself tc a desk. On a water with the radio censors, Once he
boat this growth would be wrote the line, “I knew Ebbets Field was
called @ bamache. haunted when that old bat spoke to me.”
This was excised because the network
feli it might be taken as a slur on Ameri-
can motherhood,
But censoring is only a stop-gap:
Fred’s ad libs are uncontroliable. Once,
when sponsored by Bristol-Myers, he
threw in a biting reference to Scottish
thrift. Immediately 200 Scotsmen signed
an indignant letier stating they would
never use Szl Hepatica again.
“The prospect that they would go

e ]
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through life constipated,” Fred recalls,
“so frightened the agency handling the
show that they made me apologize.”

Again, while under Texaco sponsor- SAYS ALLEN;
ship, he gently ridiculed the American
Meat Institute for hiring Edgar Guest . i .
to write inspirational poems about meat. " Toujours FArmour—but nat in

CArmour & Co.)promptly threatened to this instance. it was Swift & Co.
stop buying Texaco products. ’

Secretly, Allen is pleased by the hub-
bub he occasionally stirs up. He likes to
think of a comedian not merely as a
ciown in cap and bells, but as an effec- . .
tive eritic of{Current folly )Y et he knows ;mm::d m:x:.mfeml
radic has made this role hard to fili. A of ridicule.
humorist's barbs used to be quoted ) '

Once, ndicule wos known o
hamper folly. Todoy the world

He knows how to make people laugh=—
but doesn’t know why they laugh

across the land for months, “Today,”
Fred mourns, “no cne remembers what
Usaid on the radio just last week.”

To Allen, creating comedy is serious
business, He owns hundreds of books on
bumor, including a rare first edition of
Joe Miller’s Jest Book, or The Wit's Vade
Mecum~-in which he has marked some
&0 jokes that are still usable.

But his material comes from the whole
buman race. He sees most people as
troubled, tired, frustrated, confused.
“They're in life's dead storage, the park-
ing lot of humanity,” he murmurs. And
he satirizes thern not because he is cruel,
but because he is intensely sensitive to
ugliness of any sort,

Once, playing in vaudeville, Fred no-
ticed a gaunt and wild-haired cello
player in the pit band. Leaning over the
footlights, he inquired moodily /“How . . L

{much would you charge to haunt a mug::“:ul?;ﬁ d(il:: “And
house?”/ James Thurber has called this
the funniest single line he ever heard.

His Home Is His Castle

Allen’s misanthropy does not extend
to his family life. Since 1527 he has been
happily married te¢ Portland Hoffa,

Or anyone else.
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whom he met when she was a chorus girl
in The Passing Show of 1922. (They have
ne children.) Her father was an eccentric
optometrist, Dr. Frederick Hoffa, who
chose her name because she was born in
SAYS ALLEN: Portland, QOre. Another daughter an-
Portland says another sister swers to Lebanon because she appeared
come after Lostone. She was ‘\m Lebanon, Pa. The last daughter was,
given the father’s name, some- naturally, named tone
what modified: “Dr, Fredericka.” On Fred’s program, Portland plays a
giddy, intrusive female with a shrill,
whiny voice. Qff-mike she is gracious,
soft-voiced, with a slim figure and sil-
ver-tinged black hair. She and -Fred are
very close; they prefer each other's com-
pany to any other, Both shun the lime-
light and the hurly-burly of night clubs
and parties. They play no card games,
To me, playing horses doesn’t never gamble (Allen is probably the
make sense. The jockey gets the only comedian who does not blow a good.
ride, the horse gets the exercise, part of his income at On
the bockie gafs the money, the.  vacations they seek secluded spots by the
battor gets the headache. sea where they can be alone,

Allen owns no automobiles, estates ©
! believe a man should never yachts; has no hobbies; doesn’t collect
own anything during his life aintings or antigues;[dislikes music,

that he con get into his coffin both classical and popular, But he reads
with him when he goes. omnivorously, two books a day when
time permits: history, science, medicine,
fiction, biography. Books dominate his

four-room Manhattan apartment. .
* One room of this apartment is Fred’'s
joke foundry, where he does most of his
. work at an eternally cluttered desk, He
o e, it & baihsobe) chewing on o cigar,
back of my desk gets b ) p_amstakmgly prmt_.mg his words in pen-~
baggy cil. It often takes him an hour to develop
one gag, a whole day to work out a
sketch which may run only four or five

minutes on the air.

He is evasive when you ask him what
makes a gag funny. “All I know about
humor,” he says, ‘“is that I don't know
anything about it. Whatever it is, it never
changes fundamentally.

“Thousands.of years ago the cavemen
amused themselves by drawing funny
pictures of animals on cave walls. Then
came the court jesters, who got laughs
because they were hunchbacked. We still

. ________________________________________ |
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BRC Productions

P.0. Box 2645 & Livonia, Michigan 48150

Ciassic Radio & TV Products Audio, Video, Books, Maqgazines & More

OLD TIME RADIC'S BEST KNOWN & RESPECTED SOURCE. FOR PRGGRANMS,
RELAYED BOOKS, MAGAZINES, VINTAGE TV, RADIO-RELATED RARE &
UNUSUAL FILHMS OM VIDEDCASSETTE

STOCKED BY BRC: HOST NOVELS BY CARLYOM E. MORSE!
STUFF THE LADY'S HATBOX-Thne 1irst | LOVE A MYSTERY novel from the
master craftsman of radie adventiure and drams..Join Jack, Doc sng
secretsry Jerry, for an ali-new escopade of lhe A-1 Delective Agencyl

If you Yoved the redio show, you're in for & treat. 240 pages..posipald
price: $15.95

KILLER AY THE WHEEL-The first suspense-filled Morse masterpiece
concerning a prophecy about iraffl¢ accident victims in L.A. HARDCOVER
EDITION..posipeld price: $18.95

STOCKED BY BRC: All 1ssces of DED TIME RADIO DIGEST

OLD TIME RADIO DIGEST *25- A ook ot the radio Tavorite,”l Love &
Mystery,” and a review of Corlelon E. Morse's first novel, "Killer at the
Wwheel.” Also, celatoging OTR, Crooks, Thieves and Liars, an OTR Ghost
story, snd meret .postpaid, just §2.50!

OLD TIME RADIC DIGEST *#26- The Cincinnati TR cenvention, great fesiury
on Gale Gordon, and more.. postpaid, just $2.50!

IN STOCX: A LISTENING GUIDE TO CLASSIC RADID PROGRANS- by
Bob Burnkam...The “bible™ of serinus old time radie colleciors..every
aspect of the hobby is covered from orgenizing your collection snd trading
to technica! concerns. A pone) of colleclors rale many different shows, the

history of OTR collecting is inciuded along with, direciories of cellectors,
clubs, end much much morsl The Friends of 0ld Time Radio presented the
author with the Allen RockTord Awerd in 1984 for an earlier edition of
this pubtication..Order your topy {oday. postpald, just $14.95.

OLD TIE RADIC ON STOCK CASSETTES & OPEN REEL
EIMEST FIDELITY - All resl & cosselte masters processed & equalized
in actual pieying time..We are the only dealer in ihe hobby utliizing the
Phase Linear Autocorrelalor 10 improve Lhe sound of old time radief Siock
cosseties run on prefesslonal Sony CCP-200 series sterec duplicators for
unsurpassed fidelityl
WIDE SELECTION -- I you don't see 11 §n our cotslogs, ask!
REASONABLE PRICES -- Stock cosseltes low os $2.29 en., 1500
reels low as $8.39__prices even lower on package daals!
EREQUENT HAJLINGS 70 REGULAR CUSTOMERS -- We mail
calalogs/supplements 4 - 6 yearly,
CUSTOM SHDW RESEARCH -- Ws talk Hacintash®, and have en exiensive
volume of shows toaded inlo bur dotabase. We are using Flletakare4.
CATALDGS -- Stock cassetie/publicetions {al} currenily in
print}: $2.00
Video: (Shokus vintage TV and General Videocassetie catalog)
Both for $2.00
REEL TO REEL: Summer 1988 edition- $2.00

Summer 1987 edition- $1.00




find deformity funny-£look what Jimmy
SAYS ALLEN: ADurante has don€ with that nose,/
Durante’s beak is responsible “What makes people laugh? I think it's
for the rumar that in the confu- when they feel superior to somecne.
sion attending his birth the stork When Mrs. Nussbaum murders the Eng-
was mistaken for the baby. The glish language on my program, you
boby octually grew up to be laugh because you know you wouldn’t
Mahatma Gandhi; the man the talk like that.

world now knows as Duronte is “But in the actual putting-together of
really the storc. comedy, there are ne formulas. The

premise is the important thing.") His
; . premise 15 a setting, a situation—say, an
This opplies enly to progroms

opera star deciding to become a crooner.
“When I have a premise,” Allen says, “1
can begin to try different approaches to
it and build up gags to.fit.”

It's slow, hard work. To uncover pos-

where o thin story line & sus
tained throughout the script.

Sullivan to St. James to Allen—
a triple play from rags to riches

sible premises, Allen reads nine news-
papers a day. He makes notes constantly;
&is pockets bulge with memoranda.)
. FKach Tuesday he shuts himself in his
:h"ip m“’_' rando. | wear room to start next Sunday’s show. For
three days he writes almost steadily.
Friday morning the first draft is fin-
ished; that afternoon comes the first re-
‘hearsal. That night and Saturday he
revises, cutting huge hunks of dialogue
ﬁhich he has sweated oul) Sunday sees

more rehearsing, more revisions, At last
. the broadcast—a triumph of mind over
| save the swoat. It is dropped © utter. Then Fred only has to start wor-
back into my pores, which | rying about next Sunday.
keep open day and night for * Like many another star, Allen does
the purpose. not use the name he was born with. Back
in Somerville, Mass., he was christened
John Florence Sullivan. His father was
a bookbinder, His mother died when he
was four,(and Allen was raised by an)
aunt)There was never much money.
At 14, he went to work in the Boston
public library, and was introduced to the
satisfactions of good reading. But in high
school he had to take a boring commer-
cial course; for release, he praecticed
juggling in his spare time. This jed to

e
24

She did o good job. 1.am 5 feet
11. People who do not rone
their children end up with

~ midgets.



iryouts at amateur nights. Eventually,
under the name of Fred 5t. James, he was
averaging $15 a week in small Boston
vaudeville theaters. :

A Juggler's Progress

He wasn’t a very good juggler. One
night he missed four plates at once. The
theater manager, coming out to give him
the hook, asked how h# had happened to .
take up this line. Quickly Fred answered, :h'.‘”er told o pk? os bod as

T - : is. However, 1 might possibly
I took a course _in baggage-smashin have said, “I started tossing in
\at_the railroad.”J The resultant laugh :
- . my sleep. When | woke up, |
prompied him to become a comedian. was @ juggler.”

For years thercafter Allen lived a
threadbare existence all over America
land, for a short period, Australasia). .~ Not for their time, but for the
His gags were,(for their timejexiremely Hencoop Theaters | played in
sophisticated. He never became a top ‘and the cluck audiences who
vaudeville star, rarely made over $150 populated them.

a week, was often out of work. By 1925.
he was teamed up with Jimmy Savo, but
the combination failed to pan out.

Allen gotChis first break) whew
played the lead in Polly, a 1928 musical_ ]
The show closed in two weeks, but critics in 1921 | toured with Noro
raved about this “promising newcomer.”  Bayes and Lew Fields. in 19221
Big parts followed in The Little Show played in The Pussing Show ot
and Three’s a Crowd. In 1932 he moved the Wiater Garden. In 1924 |

SAYS ALLEN:

on from the stage to radio. wuas in The Greenwich Follies.
Preparing for that step, Allen spent Where were you during these
two months analyzing every humorous years, Mr. Zolotow?

program on the air. He decided radio
needed a new comedy approach, a com-
plete break with vaudeville technigues.
Having made that break, he has since
maintained a standard for all comics.

The years have matured his humor.
You can see the evolution. In 1927 he
said of Chicage gangsterism, “Chicago’s
favorite flower is the croak-us™ A bit
later came the Florida boom; Fred an-
nounced that he was leaving for Miami
because “T just got word that land has
been found on my property.”

Several years after that, during the
civil-liberties fight in Jersey City, he sud-
denly stopped in mid-program. “This,”
he remarked, “is where we pause to ask
Mayor Hague if the remainder of the

e
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“

broadcast_gan pgo to Jersey City.” The
SAYS ALLEN: last is(profound social. satire.

Just now Allen is in Hollywood, mak-
ing a picture, His return to the air this
fall is in its customary state of indecision.
For several years he has threatened to
quit radio, buy a cottage in the hills and
write satirical sketches on life in Amer—
ica. (He can afford to. Thanks te his in-

expensive tastes, he is said to have over
1,000,000} salted away.)
Mr. Z kicks figures around fike red enjoys wriling when there is no

. weekly deadline pressure. Yet he is oddly
;tmt’mihtnrﬂd?:: unsure of his own talents. Some day his
1 will gladly give him half of it vast humorous library should be aug-
in War Bonds_ mented by the printed works of Fred

Allen. If this does not come to pass,
the man to blame will be Allen himself,

This is one man’s opinion.




OLD TIME RADIO BROADCASTS

Classic programs recorded on high quality tapes.
Write for your free catalogue.

Special offer: “A Night of 01d-Time Radio”
A three hour assortment that will take you back
many years ago, to listen to a typical evening
on the radio... The Shadow, The Lone Ranger,
Amos 'm’ Andy, Sereen Director's Playhouse,
Edvard R. Murrow and the News, Colgate Sports
Newsreel, Bing Crosby, and more! '
All this for only $7.95. Specify cassettes or
open-reel,

CARL K. FROELICH

2 HERITAGE FARM DRIVE

NEW FREEDOM, PA 17349
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Private Eyes for Public Ears

by Jim Maclise

Aside from the peerless Adventures
of Sam Spade (applauded here in
December 1985), Dashiell Hammett's
detective novels inspired two other fine
mystery programs during the classic
decade for such shows, the forties, The
tirst to arrive was The Adventures of
the Thin Man in July 1941. Like that
same vear's Mr, and Mrs. North, this
presented the detective story as
domestic comedy. Lifting the husband
and wife team of Nick and Nora
Charles more from the famous 1934
film than from the pages of
Hammett's novel The Thin Man (the
title of which referred not to the
detective hero but to 2 murder
victim), the program starred two
actors chosen for having voices almost
identical to those of William Powell

- and Myrna Loy, the movie leads. The
radio pair werc Les Damon and
Claudia Morgan, who launched what
was probably the sexiest mystery
comedy ever to sail the airwaves. The
sounds of kissing and coving and the
double-entendre quips in the bedroom
upset more than one puritan critic, as
Nick and Nora maintained what
certainly sounded like one of radio’s
closest relationships. The steam didn't
evaporate from the dial until 1950,
when the program closed cut on ABC
where it had moved in 1948 after
seven years as an NBC regular,

Nick Charles is a retired private eve
with friends in low places, mostly
smalltime gamblers, underworld
eccentrics, shady sports figures. In the
notable film series, as in the novel,
Nick drinks only slightly less than
Dudley Moore's Arthur, but here he
remains whimsical but sober, dispite

being for a time sponsored by Pahst
Blue Ribbon beer. And of course he
has that provocative, sophisticated,
witty, brilliant, and above all loval
wife, Nora. The dog, Asta (a terrier),
is less evident on radio than in the
movies, as one might expect. The three
of them live happily amid equally
portiened domestic bliss and blunder
in an expensive New York apartment
house. Oddball mysteries either seek
them out or lic in wait.

In a 1943 Post Toasties sponsored
show, “The Wedding Anniversary,”
Nick seems to have overlooked the
event when flowers suddenly arrive,
presumably for Nora, But the ribbon
attached says “Rest in peace,” which
sends Nora into tears, then the two of
them off to the florist shop to rectify
the error. Nick’s nuptial remembrance
has been mistakenly sent to a girl
named Strikecut Gilroy, who was
meant to receive the funeral wreath
for her dead husband Virgil. When his
corpse is discovered missing from its
coffin, this merry caper leads to the
Luxury Deluxe Haotel, the motto of
which is “no opium smoking and no
murder allowed.” Nevertheless its
proprietor, Dippy Day, an
ex-pickpocket pal of Nick, can rent
vou a dead body if needed. In fact he
has one handy. “Can’t we ever have an
anniversary without a murder?”
asks Nora plaintively.

In the 1948 Pabst Blue Ribbon story
“The Passionate Palooka,” Nora wakes
on a hot New York summer night
complaining to Nick that “vou had no
right to do it without telling me how.”
“Do what?” queries Nick, “Fal}
asleep,” explains Nora, who then vanks



——————— .

Zim out of bed by the hair and has
~im walking the city streets at past
:me a.m. until they run into a
crizefight manager Nick knows. His
croblem is the fighter he's currently
Zandling, “Atom Bomb” Brickenhead,
50 s lovesick over his lost love Jo-Jo,
= Zog wandering about “with no one
<2 scrateh her fleas” Soon Nick and
Nra are off in search of Jo-Jo, hoping
:nat her quick recovery will get “Atom
z:mb” into the ring on time for a
=:zeduled title bout. Not a homicide
= the half-hour, but a typically
t=asing series entry,

3v my count, The Thin
vfancurrently circulates in two 1944
iows, two from 1948 (including the
-2 iust mentioned), and the single
223 show “The Wedding
sr.niversary” Les Tremayne replaced
~es Damon as Nick in 1945, but both
==ir names and voices were 50 similar
=i few listeners probably noticed the
m=wch. The Lux Radio Theater version
7 whe film was broadeast with the
“wzinal stars, Powell and Loy, on June
22436,

A superior Dashiell Hammett-
—srired radio detective was The Fat
Mzr. loosely based upon the
~erweight Continental Op, a nameless
zerative for the Continental Detective
rzeney (hence the nickname) and hero
7 -he novels Red Harvest and The
2ain Curse. Actor [. Scott Smart,
z<cking 270 pounds himself, portrayed
>izer Brad Runyon with wonderfully
Tical sarcasm probably equalled by
= one except the great Jack Webb.

-

T.¢ show's opening was classic radio.
ziowing the Pepto-Bismol
»-mmercial (“take sooocthing Pepto-
2=mol. and feel good again!™) came
“Ze announcer’s voice; “Hig name,
=rad Runyon. There he goes, into that
zm:zgstore. HE's stepping on the scale,

{A coin drops in the slot.) Weight 237
pounds. Fortune, danger! Whooooo is
it? The Fat Man!” Then that oboc
music theme, and shortly that Smart
voice: “The housing shortage may be
bad, but there's one place 1 know of
that always has room for another
tenant. It's a big gray structure near
the river and the windows are erossed
with iron bars and the landlord never
asks you for a penny in rent, If vou're
an extra-special customer, they even
give you a private suite in a secluded
part of the building that leads directly
to a room with a heavy chair. That
room is reserved for the guys who find
that they can’t get away with -
murrrderrr!”

There are several episodes no one
can afford to miss, The series debuted
on ABC on January 21, 1946, running
for five years. The initial story is a
winner. After Runyon’s monologue
explains the main disadvantages of too
many pounds (“the only time you
really feel it is when you run into a
beautiful woman™}, we find him
putting his mother on a train at
Grand Central Station. Leaving
mother for a visit to the candy counter
for peanuts, he encounters 4 tempress
who asks to be embraced and kissed.
He obliges her, then she rushes off
leaving her suitcase behind. Chasing
after her to return it quickly involves
the Fat Man in the easc of “The 19th
Pearl.” discovered in the hand of a
dead man. In “Order for Murder”
Runyon picks up a hitchhiker while
driving through Maryland one night
elong the Potamac River, In the coutse
of their conversation, he realized that
the man, an ex-soldier, is plotting the
murder of his former commanding
officer who lives in a big house on the
river. While trying to forewarn this
retired major of his danger, Runyon

“
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comes across a freshly dug grave in the
woods and several likely killers in
addition to the one he seeks. “A
Window for Murder” begins with a
pleasant invitation to dinner from a
ex-classinate, Eugenia Phelps. But
while dining at her apartment, she
claims to witness  stabbing in the
huilding opposite while Runyon is
refilling drinks in the kitchen. A swift
investigation reveals that the alloged
murder site is oceupied by a knife
wielding old woman with nothing
more to hide than “a ball of string as
big around as a wagon wheel” stored
in her closet. But an even better now-
vou-see-it, now-you-don’t adventure is
“The Nightmare Murder” from 1951.
Here the Fat Man's case kicks off with
an unusual request; “T killed a girl last
night, I want you to prove it.” An
aleoholic writer as a client, a blonde
with green eyes who may not exist, a
book of poems, a ten foot high rooster,
and a trash can all figure prominently
in the case, And as the Fat Man’s

frantic emplover demands (at top
volume): “Co on, find out for me,
Runyon! Get on it, will ya? Get on
it!”

The best thing about the Fat Man is
that he not only gets on it, he gets on
with it. This is a fast moving, cleverly
plotted series with minimal cliches,
and once you've heard two or three
episodes you'll thirst for more, for
all.. . .all the J. Scott Smart shows,
that is. (The Anstralian cast uses the
original scripts. but Smart is missing,
and he leaves a large hole.) Of these
ABC shows, perhaps a dozen or so are
readily collected, which isn't nearly
enough. Tn fact, the Fat Man puts it
this way: “Fortunately, if vou've got a
skinny wallet, or unfortunately if
vou've become a helpless hungry
addict, there’s not that much action
available, brother, Not evenn when
vou're out looking for murrr-derrrr!”

{Next time: Boston Blackie, rogue
sleuth.)

_M

Classified Ads

SCIENCE FICTION RADIO SHOWS
on reg. cassettes. Send for catalog, 25¢
John Ford, 411 Truitt St, Salisbury, MD
21801.

Ravmond Stanich, 173 Columbia
Heights, Broaklyn, NY 11201

Music, personalities, drama, comedy,
Railroad Hour, Chicago Theater of the
Air, Fred Allen, Richard Diamond, Baby
Snooks, Bickersons, Ray Bradbury.
Co-authored book: “SOUND QF
DETECTION-ELLERY QUEEN ON
RADIO.” Do research on old time radio.
Issue logs.

Vintage Radio Programs ou cassettes.
Comedy, Drama, thrillers, westerns and
mare. Lowest prices nationwide, Catalog
$1.00 (refundable}. Galore, Box 1321,
Ellicott City, MD 21043 (1474) (52)

Wanted: Juvenile adventure serials,
Mysterious Traveler, Gangbusters,
Fred Allen, 2001. Casscttes only. Also
trading OTR books. Ken Weigel, 7011
Lennox Ave. #126, Van Nuys, CA.
91405

Tom Menroe, 1426 Roycroft Ave,
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 ./(216) 226-8189
Cassette and reel, mystery, adventure,
sci-fi, westérns, drama, some comedy,

James L. Snyder, 314 N. Colony Dr.
2-D, Saginaw, MI 48603 (517)
752-4625, All, except music/sports,

b T
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<AN YOU HELP/ I am looking for
rrograms with magic or related material,
My catalogue has 48 pages, November
=76, and grows. Will trade recordings
2 anything and catalogue with you.
Z7op aline: Snader, Box 12-655, Mexico
12 D.F. Mexico.

“w ANTED: Classical music broadcasts,
s Acetates, tapes, all speeds, sizes,
rrmats, fot cash. Joe Salerno, 9407
#estheimer #311A, Houston, Texas
63

‘wANTED: Classical music broadcasts

75, Acetates, tapes, all speeds, sizes,

Trmats, for cash, Joe Salerno, Houston, |

Tenas 77063,

»:nted: Space Patrol - Tom Corbett,
<2zt Video, old radio cereal giveaways,
& cards, pep pins, nostalgia, comic
=zracter items 1930z - 1950's. Joseph
Fer 10 Crestwood-RD, New Castle,
Fx 16101 (35)

TUNE IN YESTERDAY. Old-time radio
e cassette. Free catalogs; thousands to
Zcose from. Great gifts. Call

©~74) 377-7480, or write BWP Radio, Inc,,
2225 N Main St, Gainesville, FL 32601.

Vintage broadcasts, reliving radio’s past.
Free flyers. 42 Bowling Green, Staten
=and, NY 10314.

ower 6,000 OTR shows-Many very rare
. reels or cassettes..as low as $1.25 per
mour! Fastest service anywhere, best
=waity anvwhere. Catalog $2.00, Ed

2.e. Box 3509, Lakeland, Florida 338Q2.

Trade Fibber McGee and Moily Cassetts
+G EXonly. Offer 110 shows. Exchange

I=z. Bill Oliver, 516 Third St. North East, _

Massillon, Ohio 44646.

Mary Saver, 801 8th S5t F35, Sioux
City, IA 51105, Looking for any info
on “Uncle” Jim Harkin, Fred Allen’s
managcer.

Van Christo, 91 Newbury 5t., Boston,
MA 02116, Looking for Goldberg's
Episode which was called “The
Hannukah Bush”™

Wanted: 1950 Summer Replacermnent
Show “Somebody Knows™ by Jack
Johnstone. {8 show run) Dick Olday,
100 Harvey Dr., Lancasler, NY 14080.

GILBERT HUEY, 90 W. Triple Tree Dr,,
Carrollton, GA 30017 is writing an article
on Flash Gordon and needs much
information on the radio and tv show.

‘William R Lane, 236 W, 6th, Brigham

City, Utah 84302./1-801-723-331%/reel
to reel, 2600 hours/Hill Air Force Base.
Alltypes, Lum & Abner, Jack Benny, Lux
Radie Theater. Will buy or trade.

WANTED: RADIO MAGAZINES before
1935, such as Radio News, Popular Radio,
Radio Retailing, Short Wave Craft, etc.
Gary B. Schneider, 9511 Surnrise Blvd,,
#]-23, North Royalton, Ohio 44133,

WANTED: Kid Shows, Serials, Big Band
Remotes, Transcription Recordings on
Reel to Reel only please. Write 10 Wally
Stall, 8408 N.W. 101 Oklahoma City, OK
73132

For autobiography would like to know
date (at least year/year, month bettery of
Superman radio episodes in which (1} S.
finds Atlantis; (2) 5. catches crook by
following crook’s discarded peanut shells.
Believe first is 1945 or 6, Other '47-9. 5.].
Estes/205 E. 78/NY NY/10021, Many
thanks.



Phil Evans, Box 136 Downtown Sta-
tion, Bakersficld, CA 93302-0136.
Looking for any info in the
Candlelight Hour Broadcast from NYC
in 1931,

Richard Pepe, Box 303, Elizabeth, NJ
07207. Looking for listing of Top-40
“Hits of the Week™ broadcast on
WMGM, NYC by Peter Tripp, the
Curly-Headed Kid, from 1955-58
fespecially 1956).

Charles Michelson, 9330 Wilshire
Blvd, Beverly Hills, CA 90212, Looking
for broadcast quality episodes of
Amazing Mr. Malene and Mr. and
Mrs. North for his syndicated show.

Debbie Piroch, Rd 4, Box 234, Mcad-
ville, PA 16335. Looking for any show
with Nelson Eddy and/or Jeanette
MacDonald.

Jim Blythe, 941 Redding Rd.,
Asheboro, NC 279203, Wants Lum and
Ahner, Magic Island, Jerry at Fair
Qaks.

Oldtime Radio-Show Collector’s
Association {ORCA) is actively seeking
members. You can remain loyal to
yvour own local club and still belong.
Write Reg Hubert, 45 Barry St., Sud-
burg, Ontario, Canada P3B 3H6.

Marty Lewin, 8836 N. Lincolnwood
Dr., Evanston, T1, 60203. Looking for
Sid McCov Show (a Chicago D] from
50°s and 60°s.) Also any new Phil
Harris-Alice Fayc Shows.

Ronald Waite, 578 Whitney Ave., New
Haven, CT. 068511, Interested in Jack
Benny.

Chuck Juzek, 57 Hutton Ave., Nanuet,
NY 10954, Would like any info about
Maurice Joachim who wrote the
scripts for The Avenger,

Bab Proctor, Box 362, Saline, MI
48176, Wants Horatio Hornblower
shows with Michael Redgrave.

Richard Palanik, 163 Summitt St.,
Plantsville, CT 06479. Looking for
copies of NFR's Dol Savage shows and
Nightfall.

Wanted: Jack Benny show dated
12/8/46. Tack Goes Christmas Shopp-
ing and Buys Don Shoclaces. Steve
Ovalline 10214 Black Mtn. Rd. 49, San
Diego, CA 92126

Wanted: Cassette of any of the radio
program “Hotel for Pets™ name your
price. Bruce Manschak, 6549 N,
Drake, Lincolnweod, IL 60645,

Wanted: T am looking for the Green
Hornet Show “Underwater Adventurc”
that aired 9-24-46. Chuck Juzek, 57
Hutton Avenue, Nanuet, NY 10987.

Wanted: “We The People” Broadcast
1-13-50 and any Lum and Abner shows
prior to 1941, Willing to trade for
anything in my catalog. Steve For-
rante, Box 153, Oakland Mills, PA
17076.

You've been asking for it, now it's here.
Absolutely the lowest prices for custom
cassettes anywhere, Catalog $3.00
Cassettes Now/Reels Also

¢/o Edward ]. Carr
216 Shaner St. Boyvertown, PA 19512



EDWARD HAMILTON, 933 Naismith P,
Topeka, KS 66606 wants CBS Radio
Mystery Theater; prefers cassettes. ..

42 LAN SHERRY, 5410 Netherland Ave.,
R-verdale, NY 10471 is trying to locate

+he last date for Prescott Robinson on the
a— plus any other information about him.

THOMAS HEATHWOOD, 22 Breadlawn
P Chestnnt Hili, MA 02167 looking for
Portia Faces Life, especially July 1948 and
il 1949,

®OBERT SHEPHERD, 129 Highfields
&2 Abington, MA 02351 wants to know:
wo was the announcer for Suspense
a:er Larry Thor and also during Bill
Rohson's era as producer.

T=¢ Golden Radio Buffs of Maryland will
% old its 16 anniversary Golden Mike
A ards, Baltimore; Md. For details write

LOGS: Ray Stanica, 173 Columbia Hts,
Brocklyn, NY 11201 has a complete log of
Mercury Theater of the Airand Campbell
Pavhouse for a 5.A.5.E with 2 stamps.

ANTED: Masterpiece Radio Theater,
~<rer multipart NPR or BBC dramas.

S.v or trade cassettes, Howard Lewis,
232 Hutchin Hill Rd., Shady, NY 12409

Don Berhent, 807 Glenhurst Rd.,
Willwick, OH 44094, The Shadow and
mavie serials. Books on both also.

Frank Tomaselli, 29-10 Donna Ct., Staten
kland, NY 10314 is looking for 11AM
from 1939-1944; also Fred Allen’s Town
Hall Tonight.

Tom Heathwood, 22 Broadlawn PL,
Chestnut Hill, MA 01267 Shadow
programs between 1941-44. Has supple-
ment to his catalog for a S.A.S.E.

Chuck Juzek, 57 Hutton Ave., Nanuet,
NY 10954. Green Hornet episode where
Reid reveals himself to his father as the
Homet around 1943, Need log from
1936-40.

WANTED: To hear from anyone with
Baby Snooks programs. Buy, sell or trade.
Will buy or exchange catalogs. Lyn
Wagar, Box 202 BCA, St. Cloud, MN
56301.

TRADE: Copies of my OTR boaks {4 doz.)
for cassettes of the following shows:
Mysterious Traveler, Gangbusters, Dick
Tracy, Terry & the Pirates, Don Winslow,
Popeye, Mandrake, Little Orphin Annie.
Ken Weigel, T011 Lennox Ave. #126. Van
Nuys, Calif. 51405.

WANTED: RADIO MAGAZINES before
1935, such as Radio News, Popular Radio,
Radio Retailing, Short Wave Craft, etc.

Gary B. Schneider, 9511 Sunrise Blvd,
#]-23, North Royaiton, Ohio 44133,

1

Harry Goldman, RR6, Box 181. Glens
Falls, NY 12801 wants Kraft Music Hall of
12-11-47 (Al Joison) Jack Benny “The
Bee”, Fiorello LaGuardia tribute to
Nikola Tesla ovet WNYC on Jan 10, 1943.

WANTED: Kid Shows, Serials, Big Band
Remotes, Transcription Recordings on
Reel to Reel only please. Write to Wally
Stall, 8408 N.W. 101, Oklahoma City, OK
73132,

"Old radio programs, cassette reel, 88

page catalog free. Okay, Box 441-RP,
Whitestone, N.Y. 11357 (33)

*

33



OLD TIME RADIO PROGRAMS ON AUDIO CASSETTE TAPES. AUDIO CLASSICS,
IHC. 1is your beat source for collecting broadomata of the golden
age of radio. We are again making a spacial offer of just 32_64
each for the followlng casnattas, Thess prices are below our
norma) catalog prices and orders will be honored until tha and of
Fabruary 1849. Please mention this ad (¥29) whean orderlng these
cassetten, and be sure to include $3.6@ per ordsr for postaga and
handling. HOTE: These programs ara for private homs use and
enjoyment only. Ho broadoast righte ars wtatad, implisd, or
glven. AUDIO  CLASSICS, 1IHC., as ne r ibility for
vnauthorized uae.

We have relesased ocur new reel-to-reel catalog. Hore than
20,000 programs are listed in its 28@ plua pagasa. Wa have aleo
included a complate index so you can find juat the right program
in only a few aecconds. This large catalog is yours for only
35.82 plus $2.58 postage end handling. A ogertificate worth
$18.22 in tapes is included., Order yvours today.

For thoas oollectora who collect theme programa only on
caspetten, you will be pleassd to know that rou <an order
casaattes from cur reel-to-reel catalog also. Bend for pour copy.

BROADWAY IS MY BEAT

AUDIO CLASSICS,Inc.

JIBES 12/22/51 Jwewal Of Qhangls Khan; 21/25/52 John Dobaon Murdar

J154 M/12/62 Fay Walch Marder; @91/18/E2 Lynn Halstead Murdar
J165 @1/26/52 Russ Warner Murder; @2/18/52 Carol Daley Murder

J168 @3/15/52 Gordon Merriak Murder; @3/22/52 Joan Carscn Harder

J458 18/8T/83 Mras. Temple Marder; 19/14/83 Cora Lee Murder
JUI69 198/28/53 Lois Purton Mordar; 11/84/53 Paul Holland Murdaer
J4B@ 11/13/531 Donald Jordon Hurder; 11/28/53 Louw Martin Hurder

NERC WOLFE w/Bydnay Greenstraat

J461 @2/16/51 The FParty For Death; 92/23/51 The Malevolent Media
J462 23/92/51 The Hamty Will; @3/09/51 The Disappearing Diamonds

J483 DI/16/51 The Midnight Rlde; @3/23/51 The Final Pnge

J464 £3/30/51 The Teli-Tale Ribbon; @4/86/51 The 5Shot Io The Dark

WANTED
J465 BE6/24/58 Willie Gutton; @7/14/50 MHyron “Mike" Galig
J466 OT/28/68 Fred Tanuto; 89/22/52 Thomea King

RED RYIER w/Read Hadlay and Luresne Tuttlae

J487 @2/087/42 Trouble On The Shogono Trail;
@2/18/42 Trouble In Hillleraville, Part 1

J48B @2/12/42 Troubla In Millersville, Part 2;
P2/14/42 Trouble In Hillersvillas, Part 3

J489 P23/28/42 Trouble In Devil's fAolas;
@6/@1/42 Troubles In Roaring River

THE JACK BENNY BHOW
J478 D2/25/40 Yosemlte - Last Eplscde; @3/03/48 w/Gracie Allen

J4Tl 23/18/490 Hr. Benny Hoea To Washington; @23/17/740 w/Orson Wolles

J4T2 @3/24/48 Plnocchio - Preview; @3/31/48 Pinocchio

THE FITCH BAHD WAGON w/Phil Harris & Alice Fare

JATY 12/P1/46 SBelf Improvement ¥or Fhil;
12/28/48 High Bociaty Muaioals

J4T4 D3/09/47 To kmave Or Not Lesve Jack Benny;
24/25/480 The Hodel

THE FRIL HARRIS - ALICE FAYE SHOW
J4T6  19/03/48 The Flrat Show For Rexall;

19/i0748 Frankis Bigona The Contract
J478 18/17T/48 Phyllie' Borfriend;: 10/24/48 The Bteer
HTT 19731748 The Elaction; 11/87/48B A Job For Willie
J4TE 11714748 Tha Chemantry Bet; 11/20/48 Washing Dinhes
J478 12/05/48 VFrankie Borrows Alice; 12/12/48 Babysitters

THE WHISTLER

Jas@ 91/28/52 Bad Fenny; 01/27/562 Borrowsd Byline

J481 @2/@3/62 Ghakedown; 92/18/62 Little Red Book

J4g2 P2/17/562 Rose Foxr Pamals; O2/24/52 Matter 0 Time
J483 83/82/52 Whirlpool: 23/80/52 Breakaway

J484 ©3/18/52 Marked Man; 93/23/52 Ski Heatar

J4BS @3/33/52 Homecoming: ©4/08/62 Elemant X
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PO.BOX 135 ST .CHARLES.MO. 633021135

"TEE LOWE RANGER LOG." Information on 2,883 recorded programs,
plus 2 apecial LONE RANGER related shows, the zynopals of the
first 713 programa, 2,189 script titlea listed, and tha correct

broadoast. dates never avajlable balore, Many of the broadcast
airing datea changed - correctly! Thia vary popular 188 page log
is now reduced in price. Price $17.5@ ppd

"CHALLEHGE QF THE YUKEOM LOG." The neweat log from the author of
THE LONE RANGER LOG, Terry Salomonson, limts all 1,260 broadcast
datas, seript authors, program numbers, gorrect titlea of
prograns, and much sora. Thera ara also seript titlas listed
that ware produced, but not alired, and script titlas to programs
writtan, but not produced. This I9 page log lists all of the 15
minute program broadoast dates, and the important change date to

the 30 minuta farmat, Changes with the number of timea a week
that the program airsd, and all of the changes with which day the
rrogram alred on ara listad. Prica % 7.5@ ppd

"THE MYSTERY OF THE MASKED MAW‘'S MUSIG: A Search For The HMuaie
Unad On “The Lone Ranger” Radioe Program, 1933 - 1954, This 233
paga hard cover book by Reginald H. Jones, Jr., i3 beautifully
written and well ressarched tc ths smallest detail. Thia book 1s
fillaed with photoa, 1llustrationa, musical examples, lettars,
atc. Inforwaticn that you never thought would be avallable frowm
acurces that you never thought poasible, are all coatained
betwasn the two covera of thls bgok. THE authoritative source.
Suggasted retall price on thia good 3&lling book 1a 3$20.28. We
hava asen it offerad for more. This of course wWould not include
shipping and handling. Wa have a limited supply of thia book and
feal that our price 1s the best you'll fimd. Prica $15.29 ppd

It the mumic 18 good and interssting to read about, then you will
cartainly want +to linten to tha original mumical cuts used by
WXYZ's sound department. AUDIQ CLASSICS, INC. has two reels of
the music talked sbout in Reginald M. Jones book. Thers are acme
Lone Ranger relatad filler iteme to round out the aecond res}l you
will find fun to listen to. Pricea 315.00 ppd

Those two reels are alsc avallable on 3 caasettea. $12,.52 ppd

SPECIAL: Buy both book and two reals of music: Price 328.09 ppd
Buy both beck and 3 music cassettes: Price 328.20 ppd
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