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Where The Elite Meet To Eat

A LOOK AT RADIO’S MOST FAMOUS TAVERN
AND ITS MANAGER by GaryYoggy

Long before there was Cheers, there
was Duffys Thvern. In fact, no doubt
because there were ten marvelous years of
Duffvs Tavern on radio (not to mention a
brief abortive TV version), the ground-
work was laid for a successful television
series like Cheers. Many other shows, of
course, featured taverns (or “bars” or
“saloons”} as part of their weekly setting
from the Long Branch on Gunsmoke,
to the Blue Note o Casey, Crime
Photographer and from Kelgeys on All in
the Family and Mothers on Peter Gunn to
Philk on Murphy Brown.

With my appetite whetted by The Dave
Warren Players recent fun-filled visit to
Duffy}, I set out to discover everything
that I could about the radio show and its
creator, Ed Gardner. What follows is the
result of that enjoyable investigation.

“Take a dynamo, two high tension
wires, a scoupful of TNT, mix thoroughiy,
add bushy eyebrows, a voice that sounds
like the blend of a buzz saw and an irate
cab driver—and theres Ed Gardner.”
Thatks how a CBS publicity release
described the writer, director, producer
and star of Duffys Tavern in a 1939
publicity release. “He confeunds most
success formulas,” it continued. “He keeps
terrible hours, never goes to the office
unless he can’t help it, parks his feet
anywhere below the ceiling level and
has boundless energy. He talks fast and
acts faster.”

At the time, CBS was publicizing an
elaborate new show called This Is New
York. Ed Gardner, the producer and
director of this extravaganza, wanted two
major “host” characters—a suave New

Yorker and a New York mugg. Finding
that no imported actor could capture the
essence of New Yorkese (“as only a cab
driver could speak it"), Gardner began
reading the muggh lines himself. And
thus was Archie born.

The “real” Archie was born Edward
Poggenberg on June 29, 1901 in Astoria,
Long Island. It was Gardners proud boast
that he was a graduate of the “college of
hard knocks.” “If P.S. 4 was good enough
for Archie, then why should I complain,”
he always insisted. “The only degrees I'm
interested in are Fahrenheit and
Centigrade.”

Dropping out of high school at the age
of sixteen, Gardner tried his hand at
pianc playing, train dispatching, baseball
playing and typewriter =elling. In fact,
moving rapidly from one job to another,
he sold at various times ink, scales,
paints, pianos, books, carpets, and
farniture before breaking into radio.

Gardner first found himself involved in
the theater business as a promoter in the
publicity department of Crosby Gaige.
This led to a position in the New York
office of Jennie Jacobs where he promoted
stock companies, signed actors, rented
theaters, handled hotels and theairical
transportation, painted scenery, typed
scripts, directed shows, acted as stand-in
and understudy and was casting director.

Bitten by the theatrical bug (in
Gardnerese, the “stagectora™), Gardner
was to spend the remainder of his life
involved in some aspect of show business.
Colliteh, a skit about college life, was Ed's
firsi producing job. Then came another
“classic” entitled Coast-Wise Annie which
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lasted eight weeks at the Belmont.
Gardner’s supreme effort as producer was
After Such Pleasures by Dorothy Parker,
which he produced at the Barbizon Plaza
in New York. The show won rave notices
and a big agency offered Ed a job. Seeking
maore money, he turned it down and
wound up as a WPA theatrical director.

Everything was fine until Eds wife,
aciress Shirley Booth (whom he had
married in 1929) became a big star in the
hit Broadway play, Three Men On A
Horse. The result was that Ed was
removed from the WPA and had to accept
the agency job (at less than half the

salary originally offered} in a specially
created position. Thereafter, he moved
rapidiy to the top in his new field—radio.
He wrote and produced many of the most
popular shows on the air—The Burns and
Allen Show, The Rudy Vailee Show,
Believe it Or Not, and The Joe Penner
Show.

Gardner finally ended up on the West
Coast as a writer and director of the
MGM Good News program. He returned
to New York for This Is New York, only
to be sent back to California in August,
1939, to take over the variety half of the
Texaco Star Theater.



When This Is New York was finally
yanked for want of a sponsor, Gardner
saved “Archie” for future use and
promised to bring him back one day.
Duffys Tavern was first heard July 29,
1940 on the CBS audition series Forecast.
The Magazine Repeating Razor Co.
(Schick) bought the show for 52 weeks
and it made its sponsored debut on
Thursday evening, Mary 1, 1941, at
8:30 pm. EST.

DUFFYS
TAVERN

WITH "ARCHIE'-VARIETY SHOW
TONIGHT 8:30 EST - WJR
BCHICK, INJECTOR. RAZOR

The show was an instant hit with the
public and critics alike. Variety said:
“The comic grief, consternation and naive
aspirations of the bartender-manager and
the eross-play of characters add up to
first-rate diversion in which the writers
and directors do well by the several
performers and vice versa.” New York
Times critic John Crosby wrote: “Ed
Gardner, of ‘Duffys Tavern’ has restored
to honorable estate the comedy of insult,
a sadistic form of amusement which has
enjoyed great favor since the days of
Elizabeth. Not that insult does not
fiourish elsewhere on the air: its just that
Archie and the crew at that wonderful
saloon insult one another with more
authority, with greater sweep and

infinitely more imagination than anyone
else in the business.”

Critic Jehn K. Hutchens in his article
“A Very Fine Joint” offered:

To begin with a touch of understatement,
it is a wonderful place...you would like to
find a place like Duffys Tavern, at the
same time you are aware that, alas, it is
too good to be true. There are plenty of
acceptable bar-and-grill resorts in this
city, but none that measures up to
Duffys for the fairly simple reason that
it represents the best features of each.
That is to say, it is warm and friendly

it has no ‘class’...

Alton Cook writing for the Daily News
proclaimed “‘Duffys Tavern’ has been a
consistently mirthful show and is easily
the seasonk most likely entry for the new
comedy show that radio has heen needing
for years.”

What was it about Duffys Tavern that
made it so special—so popular during
the golden age of radio and so fondly
remembered today? Of the thousands of
words I've read about the show, I think
John Dunning captures the essence of
Duffvs Thvern best in his classic Tune In
Yesteryear: *‘Duifys was simply a state
of mind, a showcase for the talents of
Ed Gardner, Shirley Booth, Eddie Green,
Chartie Cantor, and anyone who wanted
te drop in. Thats the illusion the show
promoted—that anyone could (and
prebably would) drop in within the next
half-hour...."

This was the image of the show
promoted by CBS in a clever news release
issued in September, 1941:

“RHYME INSPIRED BY THE OPENING
OF A PLACE OF REFINEMENT”

1 ain’t no poet, like the Bard of Avvon
But welcome, folks to ‘Dhffys Tavern.”
Ladies ‘w’ gents...an' kiddies too,

We run our joint for the likes of you.



An’ anyone who gets too noisy,
Will wake up in some town in Joisey.
Each Thursday night we take the air,
An’ we'll be heard most everywhere.
The network? Only take one guess,
Its coast-to-enast on CBS.
As time goes on, we'll bring you guests,
To entertain with tunes an’ jests.
And Old Man Duffy’ll squak an’ moan
About the show, by telephone.
We aim to please an’ treat you well,
We have a high-class clientell.
If fun an’ music you are havin’
Just tune in on ‘Duffys Tavern.’
(signed) Archie”
As conceived by Gardner (who in real

life claimed he drank only milk), Duffy%
Trvern was an old-fashioned, mirrored

and sawdusty place that atiracted “mostly

ordinary people, but a few of the hoi
poltoi.” A more detailed physical
description of “the joint” was provided by
Will Glickman writing in Look Mogazine:
Duffyk Tavern, among men who know
bar-rooms best is a beer-barrel with
electric lights. The mirror over the bar
was installed in Grover Clevelands
administration. Ditto the dust. A moth-
eaten moosehead hangs on the wall.
Theres a pin-ball machine, where, if you
score 29,000 points and light up all the
bulbs, a card comes out that says
‘cengratulations.” There are half-a-dozen
brass cuspidors. Then therek the bar
itself: 18 feet of mahogany, the top
painted silver so the castomers can't see
their change. And thereb the telephone
with which Duffy keeps in constant touch
with Archie.

Duffy, of course, was never around—
Archie just talked $o him on the
telephone. But while Duffy never actually
appeared on the show, he nevertheless
had a definite character. “Duffy,” as

Gardner once explained, was “a thick-
headed old gent who might have started
as a bartender and built up the place”
that Archie now runs for him. He was
“the old, conservative type” who still
thought “John L. Sullivan was the
greatest heavyweight champion of the
world. No fads for him;” he was “sort of
allergic to progress. “In fact, concluded
Gardner, Dufly was “waiting for radio to
blow over.”

Archie, on the other hand, as the focal
character was the typical “New York
mugg.” Gardner explained
“a New York mugg will always try to talk
proper when he gets in front of somebody

Mon-crezy Miss Defly (Flotence Halop)—
unlike het father—is always on the spot.

O |



he thinks has an education. He will try

to be very proper and polite...(he) is a
wonderful person. He is not a gangster,
yet many people, especially kids, think I
am playing a gangster part because I talk
the way I do. The mugg is a guy who talks
with a certain wide-eyed wonder. He iz
naive and simple-hearted and kind.”

John Huichens described Archie this way:

He holds the show together not only
because, as bartender, he is always on
hand, but because he is a fellow capable of
handling practically any given situation.
He has some pretty close escapes, becanse
he is not the brightest guy in the world,
but he is the brightest guy in Duffys
Tavern, and even when he fails, he zees

to it that no one else is aware of it...

He is a braggart and a bit of a dope.

His silences, when he doesn’t quite
understand something, are eloquent.
‘When he talks, which is generaliy, he
commits assauit and battery on the
Kings English, but on the other hand,
he refuses to be flayed by the eminent
guest stars who are occasionally honored

by invitations to the Tavern. He is the
sidewallt humer of New York, casual
and impudent....

Wil} Glickman summarized Archie a
littie differently: “Gardner has done
more than make Archie a mouthpiece for
a half hour of malaprops each week. He
has created & realistic character: an
uneducated native of Third Avenue, New
York, a frustrated dreamer, a likeable
lame-brain, and a sympathetic failure,
who tries desperately to raise himself to
the level of succeasful folk,”

Ed Gardner won not only fame and
fortune for his rele as Archie, but artistic
recognition as well. Among the numerous
awards he received was a special “Award
of Merit” from Movie-Radic Guide:

...Gardner knew all about radio before he
took his stand behind the bar of ‘Duffys
Tavern’...No holdover from vandeville,
Archie is a genuine product of broad-
casting, For this reason and because of his
original, highly entertaining contribution
to radio comedy, itk with a chuckle of
delight MOVIE-RADIQ GUIDE presents

Here !
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rz Award of Merit to Ed ‘Archie’ Gardner!

A more clever and amusing presentation
==z made by PIC Magazine (as written by
Michael G. Ames):

Even if any of you objects, Archie is
gomna win a award from this here
magazine. It is me ill-considered opinion
that this 40-year-old guy is one of radiok
outstanding comedians and should be the
recipiary of a epithet—the PIC Double E
dor Either Excellence.

Doubtless most of you at some time or
another has bent your ear to NBC on your
wireless set and tuned in while Archie
spreads his personal maggotism around
‘Dueffys Tavern.” Some of his vengeleas
epemies sneer at kim on account of what
e commits a little mayhem on our
gloricus language. But without stirring
uwp mo amity, we goita admit he has
rought a0 much joy and distraction to
the listening sudience that it become
wneonscionable to pay him this fitting
tribute. Archie is the gliding spirit of the
program and brandies around plenty of

As important as Archie {Gardner) was
to the show, however, it was {as is true of
80 many successful comedy shows) an
excellent ensemble of supporting actors
that made the show really click.

There was, of course, Miss Duffy, man-
hungry daughter of the proprietor. Her
singing drove Archie crazy. He once said
he heard prettier sounds the last time his
aunt backed into a radiator. Furthermore,
although Miss Duffy was more modern-
minded than her imaginary father, she
was not particularly bright. Quick to
defend Duffy’ beliefs against Archie, she
had a complete disregard of logic that
usually defeated her loftiest arguments.
As Archie explained it, “She’ the sort of
girl that comes in from lefi-field in her
approach to everything....." She was,
however, a very proper lady and her
presence in the show, apart from
providing a willing object of Archiek
wit, gave some “respectability” to
Duffys Tavern.

According to John Dunning, the part
was originally written for Shirley Booth
{then married to Gardner) and was

#CagyT., 1928, by Edgar He Intsresta,
ma  interntl, & mwgtn Razarved.)

By EDGAR BERGEN
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“ideally tailored te her comic
Brooklynese.” I 1943, the year after she
and Gardner were divorced, Booth left the
show and Gardner {aunched a nationwide
zearch to find a replacement. The role was
so completely hers that Gardner was
never fully satisfied with the more than a
dozen women who followed Booth az Miss
Duffy, including Helen Lynd, Doris
Singleton, Sara Berner, Connie Manning,
Florence Robinson, Helen Eley, Margie
Liszt and Sandra Gould.

Gardner had become expert in the finer
points of New Yorkese and was convinced
that only a true refugee from Flatbush
could master it. As a promotional
gimmick, he offered auditions to girls
named Duffy and conducted tryouts in
large cities across the country. He even
resorted to mass auditions by telephone
and transcription. He finally signed
Florence Halop, 20, (sister of Dead End
Kid Biliy Halop) and a radio veteran of
dozens of serials since her debut as a chiid
on Milton Cross’ Coast-to-Coast On A
Bus. She was probabily the only Miss
Duffy ever to approach the quality of
Boath.

Another favorite among the regulars
was Finnegan, the super-stupid customer
whose every remark began with “Duh. ..
As played by Charlie Cantor (an old
vaudevillian who had appeared as various
minor unsavory characters on both The
Shadow and Dick Tracy), Finnegan went
to the movies and “sat through the
picture four times because he kept
forgetting where he came in.” Archie, in
defense of Finnegank hanging around the
bar so often, once said, “His presence
lends an air or je nie sais quoi to the
place—for those who wants to breathe
that kind of air.”

Eddie, the waiter, could perhaps best
be described a5 a weary and skeptical
resident of Harlem and strong foil for
Gardner. Played by Eddie Green, whe

O
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would later find greater fame as
Stonewsll, the lawyer, on Amaos and Ancz
he performed such indispensible services
at Duffy: as cutting down the paper
plates to make the hamburgers lock
larger. In assessing his value to the
establishment, when Eddie once
threatened to quit, Archie told Duffy, “hes
a very valuable man. [ admit he ain't vers
fast on his feet, but hek got a great knack
for servin’ hash without that guilty
expression on his face.”

Then there was Clancy, the
neighborhood cop. Clancy had been on the
foree 27 years and was bitter about the
Civil Service rule that had kept him fro=
becoming a sergeant. {The rule stated
that every police sergeant had to know
how to read") Clancy was played by Alar
Reed, whose hest radio role was Pasquais
on Life With Luigi.

There was never a dull moment at
Duffys and each of its patrons helped giv=
the dump a true Third Avenue touch. Fir
instance, there was Crackpot ('Toole, a
gentleman who had done time for forgers
Archie was tolerant of Crackpot’s brushes
with the law explaining that it was onlv =
silly error that landed Crackpot in jail 1=«
last time: when he signed a check he
carelessly put two “t5” in Vanderbilt.

Other “regulars” who dropped in fror
time to time for a nip included Cavendisz.
the undertaker who would gladly
postpone a burial to lend the corpses
tuxedo to a neighborhood boy who hud =
wedding to attend; Katrina Yarbotz, a
delicate lass of 249 pounds who had to
leave school because of fractured
vertebra—that is, she broke the
principals neck; and let’s not forget Teas=
Mummler, one of Archiek old flames wz:
freely admits that Archie has everythinz
she admires in a man—charm,
personality, & sense of humor and suede
shoes.

And most of the time there was a guest
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star—not just any star but the best and paid at least one visit to Archies

brightest that Hollywood and radio had establishment with hilariously

to offer: Orson Welles, Deems Taylor, predictable results. (Archie once

Bing Crosby, Joan Bennett, Colonel announced that Hope and Crosby were his
Stwopnagle, Roland Young, Clifton guests for that broadcast. It turned out to
Fadiman, Clifton Webb, Rudy Vallee, be Bobs wife Delores and Bings less
Carmen Miranda, Tallulah Bankhead, Joe famous brother Bob.)

E. Brown, Gleria Swanson, Gracie Fields, In: this humble writers opinion, the best
Vincent Price, Bob Benchley, Madeleine guests were the “stuffed-shirt” English
Carroll, Esther Williams, Tony Martin, types like Rex Harrison, Sir Cedric

Paul Lucas, Monty Wooley, Peter Lorre, Hardwicke, Basil Rathbone and Charles
Dinah Shore, Joan Davis, Fred Allen, and Laughton whose pompous egos were
Peggy Lee were among “the elite” who quickly deflated by the pugnacious

e
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Archie. And always the guest stars would
sign the apron Gardner always wore.
Then he would take it home and his
mother would affectionately embroider
the famous names onto the apron by hand.

Undoubtedly the most popular show of
the series was oneg broadcast on Christmas
eve 1348. Referred to by coilectors as
“Miracle in Manhattan,” the program
relates the story of a mysterious stranger
who appears in Duffyk: Tavern late on
Christmas Eve. Archie is feeling sorry for
himself becanse Duffy hag failed to
provide him with a Christmas gratuity,
his friends seem to have deserted him,
and his rent has just been raised. He even
refuged to listen to Christmas carols on
the radio. Then a stranger {(obviously
representing Christ and superbly played
by Jeff Chandler) leads him on a journey
through Manhattan—along the way
helping a erippled newsboy to walk,
preventing a man from committing
suicide and curing a man of blindness.

The story ends with the stranger
explaining to Archie that “Christmas isn't
just 2 date on a calendar or a wreath in a
window or a song. Its something in men}s
hearts and they can let it die or keep it in
their hearts the year round.” Archie
responds, thoughtfully, “Three hundred
an’ gixty-five days of Christmas. Ya know
its a funny thing, if vou’d said that ta me
a little while ago, I'd a laughed in your
face, but now I donno....”

The pregram concludes with Archie
reciting the Lords prayey, while a chorus
softly sings “Silent Night” in the
background. It is a truly moving piece of
radio and even coliectors who don't care
for Duffy’s Tavern have it in their
collections. For some reason, this show
was hot repeated every Christmas season
(as was the classic Amos and Andy
Christmas show} but it was every bit as
powerful Other Duffys Tovern Christmas
shows were less moving, although

enjoyable; Joan Bennett raffling off kisses
to raise money for the poor; Charles
Coburn plaving a crotchety Santa Claus:
& humorous parady of A Chrisimas Cara!
performed by series regulars.

The series lasted ten years on radio
{1941-51), the first three on CBS and the
remainder on NBC. Among its sponsors
were Schick Razors, Ipana Toothpaste.
Sanka Coffee and Blatz Beer. The
program remained popular over the years
although critics noted a brief decline in
quality due primarily to changes in the
cast when Gardner briefly moved the
show to Puerto Rico to avoid paying “any
more taxes than he had to.” {(Puerto Rico
had declared a twelve-year tax holiday ir:
order to attract industry to the island.!

In 1945, however, Duffys Tavern
received a unique honor. It was named to
the Honor Roll of Race Relations by the
Schomberg Collection of Negro Literature
{which was affiliated with the New York
Public Library) for featuring Negro actor:
“without the use of jokes that are
offensive to any racial group.” The New

-York Herald Tribune commented, in

announcing the award:

At first glance the achievement might
appear to be negative. But actaally the
simple courtesy shown in refraining
from public usages which too often
thoughtlessly, carelessly, are employed
with prejudice-feeding result is a most
important contribontion. Prejudice may
be made, not born.

Thus did Duffvs Tavern join Lester B
Granger, executive secretary of the
National Urban League and Lt. General
John C. H. Lee, Gen. Eisenhowers deputy
commander and supply chief, as
recipients of this distinguished award.

1945 also marked the year that Ed
Gardner brought Duffy and his gang ic
the silver screen. The film version of
Duffvs Tavern, a Paramount release, was
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directed by Hal Walker with an original
screen play by Melvin Frank and Norman
Parama “based on the characters created
by Ed Gardner.” It made its debut,
appropriately enough, at the Times
Square Paramount in New York on the
e bill with such “live” entertainment
a8 The Andrews Sisters, movie actor Tim
Herbert, Charles Leighton (“"New King of
tiwe Harmonica”), Foy Willingsk “Riders of
the Purple Sage” and Vic Schoen and his
recording orchestra.

The plot went something like this; the
story opens with the trade mark phone
aall from Duffy to Archie. It seems that
Archie, unbeknownst to Duify, has been
feeding 14 returned soldiers who expect to
pey their meal checks as soon ag they pet
jobe in the phonograph factory owned by
bankrupt tycoon Victor Moore. There are,
of course, complications most of which are
hilarious, and a bang-up cutdoor block
party in which nearly every Paramount
star appears including Bing Crosby, Betty
Hutton, Eddie Bracken, Dorothy Lamour,
Paulette Goddard, Veronica Lake, Alan
Ladd, Sonny Tufis, Brian Donlevy, Barry
Fitzgerald, Diana Lynn, Robert Benchley,
and a host of others.

1n addition to Gardner, other regulars
from the radie show included Charlie
Cantor, Eddie Green and Ann Thomas

the current Miss Duffy). Barry Sullivan
and Margorie Reynolds were on hand to
provide an incidental romantic sub-plot.

The film did good box office and won
favorable reviews—especially in New
York. One reviewer wrote:

Hardly a film squeezes through the
projecters without a radie star or program
:n it. But rarely does one of these shotgun
weddings of the arts come off as well as
this film version of the lunatic radio hour
known as Duffys Thvern. The roachy
eating joint.. has been made the setting
for some pretty faneily comieal goings-on. ..

The film has not fared as well with

posterity, however. Film critic Leonard
Maltin labels it a *bornb” in hia TV
Movies and Video Guide and goes on to
comnent “No redeeming values despite
guest appearances by several dozen
Paramount stars.” (Well, you can't please
everybody.)

Bolstered by his screen success,
Gardner brought Duffy’s Tavern to the
stage in May, 1948. Qutside of a few
introductory minutes, the stage show
followed the radio formnat pretiy closely.
The beautiful screen star, Jane Rassell
(then at the peak of her popularity) was
the featured guest star along with the
Matty Malneck and Henry Jerome
Orchestra. Regutars Charlie Cantor,
Eddie Green and Florence Halop were
each given an opportunity to trade
inslts, malapropisms and moronicisms
with Gardner. Green was even given an
opportunity to take the spotlight for a
defily contrived pantomime routine about
poker-playing.

Eddic (Edddie Green)



Miss Russell {attired in a strapless
evening gown) is given two vocal solos
and she and Gardner close the show with
a duet. Then a deadpanned announcer
walks out to the center mike and, with
script in hand, intones: “Are your hands
rough? Well try Sal Hepatica.” Gardner
responds, “We'd better go; the show must
be over.”

Although I was unable to discover any
further information about the success of
the show (length it ran, whether or not it
was taken en the road, ete.), I did discover
a rather lengthy review in Variety (May
19, 1948). “Odec” appraised the show as
follows:

F.d Gardner isn't exploding 'em out of
their seats in the first New York stage
appearance of himself and his Duffys
Tavern (NBC) troupe. The reason stems
clearly and inevitably from the nature of
hiz act. One of the major characteristics of
this standard item of radio is its casual
pacing, and what the customers are
getting here is hardly more then a studio
performance with the cast in costume and
makeup. In Radio City, which is but three
blocks away, the same audience would
probably respond to the same jokes with
vaks. Apparently, when they put ont for
admission, they expect an altogether
different type of fare, because when
caught the repercussions to jokes were
consistently sympathetic but not the sort
to warm the heart of a comedian. Even
with the lack of house-rocking hilarity,
however, itk still a good presentation...

By 1954 the golden age of radio was
over and Duffvs Tavern was ready to
attempt the new medivm, television.

The show ran less than a season (April-
September, 1954}, I was seen or NBC
Monday nights. The setting and format, of
course, were the same, but although some
" of the familiar characters remained, they
were now played by different actors,

Finnegan was now played by Alan Reed
(Clancy on the early radio version} and
Miss Duffy by Patte Chapman. Eddie was
nowhere to be seen; he had been replaced
by Charley, the waiter, played by Jimmx
Conlin. Oniy Archie remained the same.

Viewers didn't seem to enjoy the
television version as much as they had
the radio series. And the eritics didn't liks
it much either.

Variety {Chan.) said:

This show isn't going to break any recorcs
for the simple reason that sight doesn't
add toe much to the show. On radio, it we-
basically very funny dialog, adequate
situation and good voice parts. On TV, itz
still dialog, voices and situation, with the
latter suffering because littles left to the
imagination... As a result, what convulsec
‘em at home 10 years ago iz only mildly
amusing today...There were too many
dull spots the laughs didn't punctuaie.

In a much more extensive review Leo
Miskin wrote:

This may come as a disilluziening shock.
but Duffys Tavern on television is as nice
a place as you could want to take your
vwn grandmother. It locks as clean as a
Childs restaurant, its silverware and
napery gleam in the light, and out in the
kitchen there was even a French chef,
whipping up things like cheese souffles
and crepes suzettes ... The only trouble i:,
this isn't the same Duffys Tavern we had
known for so many years on the radia.
There isn't a single speck of sawdust on
the floor, there doesn’t seem to be any bar
at all in the joint, and even though Archie
keeps his hat on all the while hek on duty.
and such characters as Finnegan and
Miss Duffy are also on hand, they all
seem to be much more gentle, cultured
folk than we had every reason to expect
them to be. Like as not, you can now get
a good nourishing meal at Duffvs Tavern
on TV. And a good deal less of the



Mias Dufly (Sandra Gould)

atmosphere and quaint charm that onee
permeated the place...

The old zest and flavor seem to be
strangely missing, in this cleaned-up,
spick-and-span Duffys Tavern. Remember
the times when Clifton Fadiman or
Tallulah Bankhead, or maybe even Noel
Coward would vigit the place? Remember
the smell of the stale beer, the sawdust,
and the ripe old cheese on the free lunch
counter down at the end of the bar?...The
:1d Duffys Taverr 1s no more, torn down,
= doubt, like s0 many other landmarks
zround town, making way for progress
znd advancement, and the cause of higher
civilization. Archie and Finnegan and
Miss Duffy have moved to a new location.
But it just isn’t the same any more.

In a like vein Philip Minoff wrote:
...the televersion of Duffys Tavern is bad

encugh to make us wonder whether the
radio series was really as smart as we
once thought.

In an attempt to gain another dimension,
Duffys has sornehow lost five or six. It
was once, a8 we recall, a highly literate
comedy about some fairly illiterate
people. On TV, the humor isn't literate
at all, and its people are not so much
unschooled as unhinged. The emphasis
is now on slapstick and weird situations,
with character humor and malaprepisms
taking a backseat. This is unfortunate
since plot was never Duffys forte...

The performances on Duffvs Tavern are
nothing to exult over, either. This is due
partly to the fact that the actors aren't
given enough worthy things to say or do;
and alse because incarnations of
characters we’ve been ‘picturing’ for so
many years are rarely satisfying...



Cincinnati Convention

One of our special guests this year
will be Ezra Stone, radio’s Henry
Aldrich, Saturday afternoon we will re-
create a Henry Aldrich show. Saturday
morning Ezra will star in a Lux Radio
Theater “You Can‘t Take It With You.”
It will give you a chance to see what a
fine actor he is in something other than
the role that made him famous, Henry
Aldrich.

Ezra is now president & director of

The David Library Of The American
Revolution in Washington Crossing
Bucks County, Pennsylvania.

Bob Hastings, who played Archie
Andrews, on radio and Lt. Elroy
Carpenter on TV’s McHale's Navy, is
returning again this year.

For a special treat this year we're hay-
ing a third guest, Barney Beck, who
worked as sound effect artist on many
old radieo shows. His sound effect
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workshops at the Newark Convention
are always a highlight.

As in past years we will have many
Jealers from around the country to fill
rur dealers room. Great American
Radio, Gary Kramer, missed last year
because of his daughter’s wedding.
Gave thought of missing the wedding.
This vear he will be back along with
Avpro, (Bob Burnham, Don Aston,
Terry Salomonson) Treasure Hunters
'Barb Davies) Comic Art & Graffix Gal-
tery (Richard Halegua) The Shadow's
Sanctum (Ivan Snell). They will offer
old radio shows on cassettes & reels,
books, magazines, radio premiums,
videos, anfique radios, comics & comic
art. Tom Monroe again will have a
table representing radio clubs around
the country and England.

Friday night and Saturday afternoon
vou will have plenty of time to visit
with the guest and take pictures of
and with the guest. Don't forget your
fameras.

Saturday night we're going to have
vur first “Banquet”. It will give us more
time to visit with the guest. Make your
reservations as soon as possible so we
can get a count.

Space is limited. Please enclose pay-
ment with your reservation. The cost
will be $20 per person. (Make checks
payable to Bob Burchett.) Admission
will be $4 per day. Hotel rooms $65
double or single and dealer tables are
§2%, The dates: April 19 & 20.

Make your plans now to attend what
looks like another great weekend of old
time radio and nostalgia.

Might want to plan a visit to our fine
zoo, one of the best in the country. The
old train station has been converted
into a natural history museum featur-
ing a theater in the round. Anyone
interested in antiques or collectibles
other than old radio might want te plan

to attend Burlington’s Show in Ky. on
Sunday. It's an outside show covering
several acres. The first show of the year
is always the biggest. Great way to
spend a Sunday.

Place: Marriott Inn
11320 Chester Rd.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45246
(513) 772-1720

Time: Friday 3pm-9pm
Saturday 9am-4pm

For more information contact Bob
Burchett (513} 961-3100."
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Not all of each script takes place inside
the tavern itself. However, the show
atmosphere is never less believable than
when the cameras are inside Duffys.

- We've seen more drinking at Schraffts.
As we understand it, moreover, whistle-
wetting will continue to be verboten for
the life of the program. Fortunately, the
barn doesn't extend to your living room.

Ed Gardner’s radio success was thus
never duplicated on stage, film or the
home screen. He passed away in Beverly
Hills in August of 1963 leaving behind a
wife of 21 years, the former New York
radio and stage actress Simone Hegeman
and two sons Edward, Jr. and Stephen.
And, of course, a permanent niche in the
radio comedy hall of fame.

Tweo foot notes {“feet notes” as Archie
would call them) need to be considered
before leaving Duffy’s Tavern. First, this
fascinating item appeared in the July 16,
1981 issue of the Chelseq Clinion News
under the headline *Duffyis Tavern
Restored™
Duffy is still missing but his tavern is
back. The nineteen forties hangout,
famous for its live radio broadcasts, has
been reopened as a nightclub after a 3¢
year absence.

For more than ten years Duffys Tavern
was the place where ‘the elite meet to
eat,” a watering hole and stage for top
entertainers, But the Tavern closed soon
after the broadcasts ended and the
building at 308 West 40th Street, fell on
hard times.

Very hard times. By the mid-seventies it
had turned into a haven for pimps, and it
was topped by two fioors of massage
parlors. But a few years ago the property
changed hands and the new owner,
Gilbert Ankowitz, cleared out the tenants
and began restoration. Midway through,
workmen dizcovered the ghost of the old
sign for Duffys Tavern, still legible
beneath the grime.

Seven weeks ago, Duffys reopened. ;1=
biack wood bar restored to use and e
walls decorated with a radio motif
Kathleen Walsh, who sings and pla=
piane daily at the tavern, said, ‘It: =

to be the same as it was in the old 2z
People from Broadway shows stop = =
and do their material’..,

...The original Duffyk was on Thirc
Avenue but at some point, it moved = 2
site now occupied by the Port Auth:e—x
Bus Terminal and, later, to its prese—c
building across the street.

‘What. makes this story particu.z—~
curious is the fact that Duffys oo
was never broadcast from a tavers — urw
tavern. The program originated fm—=
and later NBC Studios in Radio C:2x
{Actually, during the broadcast A=
attired in apron and battered gray fex ]
hat, spoke his lines from behind = s=&l |
rough replica of a bar and used a ~=z 4
telephone in his confabs with Du=r
Furthermore, Gardner always ma:—=
that his conception of Duffys Taie~ wam |
based on an actnal tavern, O’Brrocs Calie )
which was a neighborhood grill lormf w3
Astoria, Long Island where he plove fige ]
piane after school as a boy. 3

Another itern of considerable -z
Duffys Tavern fans is a 48-page souesk
entitled “Duffys First Reader by A=—a™
written by Ed Gardner and diste zommd gyl
sponsor Bristol-Myers Company. “vosimer |
of Sel Hepatica and Minit-Rub ™ T
clever promotional gimmick corzzamm m
wealth of information about Arr= e sl
full of photos. The “Forward ™ reas: s
follows:

Most men wait till after thev are nemg
before starting to write their
autogyrogrofy but I feel that n-w = a2 ;
better time. More opportune s w1 s ;
This book was written in me e—e 3 '
which I have very little or noze “wadlim
keeps me working 16 hours 2 3= s 3




%+ a week for 156 dollars a week—
r=tically a dotlar an hour—so if he
=% [ was writing this on his time, he
»- 4 fl¥ into a transom of rage...he
=it for me to even get a haircuf on his
—==<. Being logical minded, I naturaily
w_ nim it grows on his time. This
wmriusses him but he still goes berserk.
=xwever, | am writing this toome
~rezardless. And to show there is no hard
e ngs. [ am calling it Duffvs First
Zzzder, in hopes he learns to read in time
w enefit from it. He can do with some
#=rning besides what he gets from the
Z.ang Form.

T a::h to state that the events as
zerenuntounder set forth is purely of me
= vulution and true to the best extent
¥ e lability and knowledge.

£r.v deliberate falsehood is purely a
=oaeraphical eiror.

(signed) Archie

What follows is both hilaricus and
=eresting. The first section is called
“4 - 3tomy—Me life and times or the
v .ution of the job at Duffys™—a sort of
= hingraphical sketch (more of Gardner
=2z= Archiel Then comes “Athaletics—
w=<rein vou meet me friend Two-Top
2skin who would be a remarkable sort
¥ = zuy even if he had only one head.”
The next section is called “Biology—Tips
2 Lovers” which includes such sage
wxvire as “Do not let romance blot out
=i s:ness out of your mind. If you must
£ :: a dame goodnight in a hallway, at
#ast have the presence of mind to stuffa
&= circulars in her leiter hox.”

Ir “Mathematics,” Archie “proves once
ar¢ for all that a straight line isn't the
myurtest distance between two peints.”
Arthies “Etiket” includes such sage
aivice as “It is considered bad form, no
matter what the occasion to attempt to
xen a beer bottle with one’ teeth.” Then
Archie rewrites “History” wherein he
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presents some “little known facts”
complete with a full page photo of that old
Indian fighter, General Custer Archie,
“who made a great reputation playing

on the Little Big Horn. .. Custer’ last
musical stand.”

My faverite section is the “Grammar”
dictionary in which Archie explains that
“the use of the right word at the right
time is just as important te social
acceptance as using the right knife to pick
up your peas.” From A (“alfa-falfa, n.pll.
Little sheeps” to Z (“zebra, n.l. the
temperature at Duffyk as ‘Tt is five below
zebra.™), Archie murders, in uproarious
fashion, the Kings English.

The booklet concludes with a factual
hiography of Gardner by humorist Abe
Burrows, who had eollaborated with
Gardner on many Dulfys Tavern radio
scripts. The article is full of photos of
Archie growing up.

Thus was Digffys Tavern a truly
memorable place—and never as real as in
the theater of our imaginations. Duffyk
Tavern was not the best, the most popular
or even the funniest program from the
golden age of radio, but it did certainly
break new ground—in its superb use of



malapropisms and dialect (more properly

called New Yorkese?) and in fully
developing the neighbor bar as a social
setting for broadeast drama.

What has been the influence of Duffvs
Thvern on todays most popular TV
program Cheers? Who can say for certain,
but both effectively utilize the skirt-
chasing bartender/manager interacting in
a warm and humorous way with a lovable
ensemble of patrons and staff

Now, I'd like to cloee this article on
Duffys Tevern in the manner that the
show opened. (This is the kind of logic |
think Archie would appreciats.)
Remember with me, if you will, the
melodious strains of “When Irish Eyes
Are Bmiling” tinkling on a piane
interrupted by the ringing of a telephone,
Then we hear, as only Archie could say it,
“Hello, Duifys Tavern, where the elite
meet to eat. Archie, the manager,
speakin’. Duffy ain't here...”

[Authork Note: 1 would very much like
to trade with other collectors of Duffys
Tavern. I'm especially interested in
obtaining a VHS copy of the film
version of Duffy: Tavern. Gary Yeggy,
72 Bissell Avenue, Corning, NY 14830;
Phone: {607) 962-5171}
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To the courthouse in Niirnberg whese
imernational ¢riminals will ince ingew.
national justice for the first time, CBIS
has sssigned its European News Clunf
Edward R. Murrow and two other news-
men who know Germany like the bosls
they’ve written about it: Berlin Diervr
by William L. Shirer and Last Truim
from Berlin by Howard K. Smith. Bes-
ter watch your newspaper radio listin=w
when the trials start.

The day good old Sixth became
Avenue of the Americas some
United States sailors were lined up
side Carnegie Hall for a parade, Inside,
Artur Rodzinski was rehearsing the New
York Philharmonic-Symphony for
Saturday night concert and Sunday of-
ternocon CBS broadcast. In a breathing
spell the conductor glanced out the wim-
dow and got a load of the Navy, A feur
moments Jater he had 104 members of
the orchestra downstairs, complete wilh
instruments, lined up on the sidewak,
and swung them into Anchors Aweirk.
The Navy yowled, so he struck up Stes
and Stripes Forever and a service bazd
at ease joined in, Group cheering =
sued, and the orchestra went back =
doors to work. Historians will recond’
that this is the Philharmonic’s first sidge- |
walk concert in 103 vears. |

Please remember 1o buv

that Viciory Bond

This is ch

~...THE COLUMBIA
BROADCASTING SYSTEM




Private Eyes For Public Ears

by Jim Maclise

Mr. and Mrs. North originated in The
New Yorker during the 19305 as a series
of stories by Richard and Frances
Lockridge. Though it was a short-lived
omedy series in 1040, it debuted as the
Zamiliar mystery program the night
nefore New Years Eve 1942 on NBC and
suickly became the number two crime
wariller behind Mr. District Attorney. The
Norths were Jerry, a Manhattan book
publisher, and his wife Pamela, who
possessed more than & normal quantity
+f women’ intuition when identifying
murderers was concerned. Where the
Norths went, be it ever so untikely,
sorpses popped up like daffedils in April.

During the programt vintage years of
1842-47, the Norths were Joseph Curtin
znd Alice Frost, who portrayed the couple
=ith a wit and whimsy never equalled by
ne later Richard Denning and Barbara
Britton {who carried the series into
selevision). Early on police lieutenant
Bill Weigand, harried weekly by Pam’s
penchant for stumbling over bodies (dead
cnes}, was the ubiguitous Frank Lovejoy,
#ho was replaced sometime in the mid-
“arties. Sponsors on NBC were Woodbury
Scap from 1942-45 and Jergens Lotion
Zuring 1945-47, with Colgate-Palmolive
sarking the show on CBS from 1947 on.
f the superior Curtin and Frost episodes,
.ess than a dozen seem to be in current
dreulation.

The earliest extant story seems to be
“Who Killed Columbus?”’ from October 11,
1944, which ig the only one with the
ariginal Woodbury Soap commercials and
“The Way You Look Tonight” theme song

which I recall with nostalgia from
faithful childhood listening). On an
ewening stroll through Manhattan with

husband Jerry, Pamela spots a thiefin &
Columbus costume leap from a window.
Jerry, who runs him down, is slugged by
the thief who escapes. But a few blocks
further on, the Norths find him dead in
the street, a hit and run vietim. Thus
commences an effective North mystery
which features two series regulars, Lt.
Weigand {with Lovejoy) and the New York
cabbie Mahatma McGloin (thatk his
pame, honest!).

Two 1947 shows are alse essential. “The
Milk Route” finds Pam and Jerrys car
broken down outside the city enroute
home from a late party. They hitch a ride
with a milkman, but his wagen is
suddenly hijacked by a man with a gun
demanding half and half. As he starts
smashing full bottles, Pam protests, “You
can’t do that! Think of all the trouble the
cows went to.” But worse trouble shows
up as a corpse left on someonek front
porch with the empties. Pamk telephone
call to the police has all the clarity of
Gracie Allen: “Jerry and 1 are going to
take the diamond ring over to Mrs.
Stewart, but you'll find the body about six
fret from Mrs. Bredank milk bottle. Oh,
you can't miss it. Its homogenized and the
milkman will be waiting there for you
with a gray horse.” “The Clarinet in the
Country” has the Norths again returning
late to the city after a country weekend.
Shortly after Jerry pulls over on the
deserted road to aveid falling asleep, the
couple hear a jazz clarinet solo in the
dead of night. What follows seems like a
nightmare involving a wrecked auto
containing a corpse who later returns to
life, and a jam session at a house in the
middle of nowhere with Pam as “Choo
Choo North” singing with the band.



Then the nightmare starts being real.
Driving home at night once again
provides the opening situation for one of
the series’ more intriguing stories, “The
Girl in the Red Dress.” Returning from
vacation, the Norths almost run down a
woman who proves to be suffering from
amnesia and remembers only that a man
with a gun is after her. Shes absolutely
correct, for while the Norths are driving
her to her hotel (she has a key with the
name on it) she is shot to death while
their car waits at a stop light. As Lt.
Weigand investigates, Pam and Jerry
take off with the hotel key to check the
victimk room. While snooping among her
belongings, they are surprised by a
woman claiming to be the murdered girl.

This episode involves a disputed fortune
and a rather nasty villain, and is
recommended despite a puzzling and
contradictory solution (which Pam, as
usual, provides).

In “Murder Threatened,” one Wilbur
Wills feels certain his nephew Raymond
intends to murder him rather than repay
a $20,000. debt due in 24 hours. For
protection, Wills asks the North out to his
country mansion where they discover that
Raymond is indeed a nasty fellow. When
the family dog, Waffles, chewed up
Raymond's favorite jacket, for example, be
strangled the pooch. In an argument with
Uncle Wilbur about his and his wifek
spendthrift ways, he shouts, “All right!
We're extravagant! We light our cigareites

|
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w1th thousand dollar bills, we filt our
seimming peol with imported
tampagne, we use diamonds for
paperweights! Hang on to your fitthy
~oney. But if you wake up some morning
=1th a knife in your back, don't blame
=e!” At midonight Pam hears someone
maming the upstairs hall, someone with
1 gun. Soon (what else?} a corpse turns
= But not to worry, Pam solves the
=urder by astutely observing a powder
SLTT,

The fact ig Pam solves all the cases.
Trese include the case of “Frizhy Klizhy,”
3 mystery writer anxious to prove that
andetected murder can be committed in
sroad daylight in Times Square; “The
Tiled Skate,” in which a young womank
=ad spill at the ice rink is only the latest
= a series of near-fatal accidents which
=ave plagued her; the case of “Charles
wiatt,” a gangster caper; “The Premature
Corpse,” which involves checking bodies
= the morgue; and “Foolk Gold,” in which
<ne Norths barely appear. At the end of
“angsters Wife Missing,” Jerry
xmpliments her on her sleuthing
_—stincts. “You know, darling, sometimes 1
z:nk you're pretty clever.” “Some times!”
2xclaims the indignant Pamela. “What
zaout the other times?” Responds Jerry,
== the closing theme music rises,
“Trarling, lets not say anything we’ll be
scrry for. Shall we?”

All of the episodes mentioned above
zzr Joseph Curtin and Alice Frost
=45 personify the Norths perfectly.
Azoropriately enough, Curtin was also
z=e last Nick Charles some vears later in
Ag:entures of the Thin Man, the show
wtach Mr and Mrs. North closely
resembles (but it better). Both Curtin
ird Frost also appeared in varions soap
speras, but they are best remembered
&= the Norths.

Next time: Vincent Price is heavenly as
The Saint.

BRIEF BIOGRAPHIES:
by Charles Stumpf

JOSEPH CURTIN born July 23, 1910 in
Cambridge, Mass. 5 ft. 104" dark brown
hair, blue eyes. Educated at Yale School
Drama. Left school to become assistant
director at a Santa Barbara, California
theatre. Gradually he began to play
juvenile leads. A year later he went to
New York to play a leading role with

- Maude Adams and Otis Skinner in ‘The

Merchant of Venice.’ His first radio
appearance came in 1934 in the
continuing drama Roses and Drums
over NBC.

Other radio programs with which he was
associated are: Our Gal Sunday (1937-38),
Second Husband (1937-40), Hilltop House
1938-39}, Her Honor, Nancy James,
1938-39.

ALICE FROST Born August 1, 1210 in
Minneapeliz, Minn. Blond hair, blue eyes,
5'8". Educated Mora High School in her
home state. Married Robert Foulk, a
dialogue director for Warner Bros.
motion picture studios. Her first radio
appearance was made in 1933 when she
substituted for a sick friend.

Radio programs with which she played
leading roles: Big Sister (1936-40), Johnny
Presents (dramatic sketches) 1536, The
Shadow substituted one week 1n 1937,
Town Hall Tonight (1937), Fameus Juary
Trials (1938-39), Al Pearce and His Gang
{1938-39), What Would You Have Done?
{1940). Others: Peter Salem, Quick as a
Flash, Mr. District Atty, FBI In Peace and
War, Aunt Jenny. Much TV. Her stage
work includes roles in Green Grow the
Lilacs, As Husbands Go, Its a Wise Child.
She also appeared in Mercury Theatre
stage productions during 1937-38 and did
a vaudeville sketch with Sam Jaffe.



Classified Ads

SCIENCE FICTION RADIO SHOWS on

cassettes. Send for , 25¢ John Ford,
411 Truitt St., Salisbury, 21801,

WANTED: Amos 8 Andy radio program itemns,
puzzles & stand-ups. Bob Morgan, 4005 Pitman
Rd., College Park, GA 30349.

Steve Dolter, 577 West Locust, Dubuque, jowa
52001. (319) 596-1188

200 reels, comedy, mystery, drama, Fred Allen,
Jack Benny, Suspense, | Love a Mystery.
Interested i books about OTA or OTR
performers.,

Raymond Stanich, 173 Columbia Heights,
Brooklyn, NY 11201

Music, Personahnas drama, comedy, Railvoad
Hour, rucagoﬂleaterdtheAr Fred Aflen,

“SOUND OF
%MELLW QUEEN ON RADIO." Do

rasearch on old time radio. |ssue logs.

Radlobonks pansmmadpmmsom
shops e!ce
Bol1 -D Brookiyn, N.Y. H1201.

CAPTAIN MIDNIGHT ITEMS wantad. DeWayﬂe
Nall, P.O. Box 555, Cleburne, TX 76031

Want these Lux shows: Red River, Alice in
Wonderland, Paradine Case, Kent Coscaredly,
2173 Wiliester Ave., San Joze, Calf. 95124

RADIO ITEMS BEFORE 1935, sets, kars,
ubes, parts, literature & advertising. Schneider,
9511-23 Swunrise Bivd., Cleveland, OH 44133

WANTED: To hear from anyone with Baby Snooks
programs. Buy, sell or frade. Will buy or exchange
cataI%ao Lynn Wagar, Box 202 B.C.A., St. Cloud,

HAVE MOST BIG BANDS in chronologicai order in
exchange for Boswell Sisters, Annette Hanshaw,
Ruth Etting, Lee Whiley from 78 records or
broadcasts. Have most of their LP.'s. Walter M.
Keepers, Jr., 6341 Glenloch Street, Philadelphia,
Pennsyivama 19135.1-77.

Vintage Radio ngramson cassettes. Comady,
Dmma,thnllus.wesmns rmre Lanast

glalore Box 1321, EII %;ﬂy MD 21043 (1474] {52}

Wanied: Juvenile adventure senials, Mystenous
Traveler, G , Fred Alen, 2000+ .
Cassettes :

en Weigel, 7011 Lennox Ave. #126, Van Nuys, CA
405

Neison Eddy and Bi Fleseamhsenddala

Box 724, Redmond, rﬂfm

ot
mEy
1
§
B
3
&

Vodeocassatla
Free list! Send S.A.S.E - Series. P.O. Box 173 R
Boyertown, PA 19512,

Wanted: 1st ram (2:6.50) 25 wol as '
one where'\l'wullﬂn wﬁ
Jr. 104 Marcy Ave., Brockhyn, 1211

Tom Gorbett and other SF
, 20110 21st Ave. NW,

Wanted; Trade or
casseltes, Mark
Seatile, Wash, 98177

WANTED; 16" RADIC transcription recordings. AN
—Paul Scriven, 238 West State Street,
, OH 44448, yd0441

RADIO TRANSCRIPTION DISCS waned.
size, spend. — Box 724H, mm‘&m

EDWARD HAMLTON, 833 Naismith, P1., Topeka,
Ksmmcasnaﬁomqm
prafors cassettes...

ALLAN SHERRY, 5410 Netherland Awe.,

Rwerdale NY10471utry§ngbiocdeuwlast
Prascott Robinson on the air plus any

otherlninrrrmabwthim

THOMAS HEATHWOOD, 22 Broadiaen Pk..
Chestnut Hifl, MA 02167 looking for Potlla Faces
Life, (-rsspt::t:‘,lall',«r July 1948 and April 1945,

ROBEAT SHEPHERD, 129 Highfieids Ad.,
Abington, MA 02351 wants to know: \mowaslhe
announcer for Susgense after Larry Thor and aiso
during B#l Robson's era as producer.

The Goklen Radio Buffs of Maryland will hold its
16th anniversary Golden Mike Awards, Baltimora,
MO. For details write.

OLD RADIO SHOWS on cassaties. Rare Big

Bands and Vocalists too! The absolute best
uaiity. Free catalog. 2732-R Queensboro Ave.,
ittsburgh, PA 15226

LOGS: Ray Stanica, 173 Columbia Hts., Brooklyn,
NY 11201 has a complete log of Mercury Theater
of the Air and Campbell Playhouse tor a S.ASE.
with 2 stamps.

Tom Monroe, 2055 Elmweod, Lakewood, Ohio
44107 HZ16) '296-8189 Cassette and reel,
mystery, adventure, sci-fi, westeins, drama,
some comedy.

WANTED: To hear from anyone with Baby Snooks
programs. Buy, sell or trade. Will buy or exchange
caialogs Lyn Wagar, Box 202 BCA, St. Cloud,

1
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AANTED: Masterpiece Radio Theater, other
~urpart NPR or BBC dramas. Buy or trade
zassettes. Howard Lewis, 132 Hutchin Hill Rd.,
Srady. NY 12409

o Berbent, 807 Glenhurst Bd., Willwick, CH
244334 The Shadow and movie serials. Books on
W also.

-3~k Tomaselli, 28-10 Donna Ct., Staten |sland,
wr 10314 is looking for 11 AM from 1939-1944,
350 Fred Allen's Town Hall Tonight.

“= Heathwood, 22 Broadlawn P, Chestnut Hill,
W 02167, Shadow programs between 1941-44.
—= supplement to his catalog for a S.ASE.

Aok Juzek, 57 Hutton Ave., Nanuet, NY 10954,
Freen Hornet episode where Reid reveals himself
T ~s falher as the Hornet around 1943, Need log
o 193640,

=260 CLASSICS! One Hour Audio Cassette
~apes. Famous Radic Shows from the 30%s, 40's
v 50'5. Great Gifts! Catalog $5.00—
—=undable) Use Mastercard or Visa. Call M-F
3=-5pm (904} 377-7480 or Write RADIO
ZLASSICS, 1105 North Main Street, Suite 3-E,
=&nesville, FL 32601,

AANTED: RADIO MAGAZINES before 1935, such
=5 Aadio News, Popular Radic, Radic Retailing,
St Wave Cralt, etc. Gary B. Schneider, 9511
Aornse Bivd., #J-23 North Boyalton, Ohio 44133

—ay Goldman, ARG, Box 181, Glens Falls, NY
26901 wants Kraft Music Hali of 12-11-47 (Al
Jos50r) Jack Benny “The Bee”, Fiorelio
—a3uardia tribute to Nikola Tesla over WNYC on
& 10, 1943,

MANTED: Kid Shows, Serials, Big Band Remotes,
“zrsorption Recordings on Aeed to Reel only
aease. Write to Wally Stall, 8408 N.W. 101,
xzroma City, OK 73122

= Tvans, Box 136 Downtown Station,

San orcfield, CA 93302-0138. Looking for any
o e 2'1e3Candlelight Hour Broadeast from
WD - 1931,

Sec-ard Pepe, Box 303, Elizabeth, NJ 07207,
g for Iistir;a of Top-40 “Hits of the Weak”
aacast on WMGM, NYC by Peter Tripp, the
Z.r»-Headed Kid, from 1955-58 (especially 1956).

“manes Michelson, 2350 Wilshire Bivd |, Beverly
—ts CA 90212, Looking for broadcast quality
aeeoces of Amazing Mr. Malons and My and
W= North for his syndicated show.

Zacome Radio-Show Collector's Association
CRACA) is actively seeking members. You can
=r—a:n ioyal to your own local club and still
xengG. Write Hubert, 45 Barry St., Sudburg,
Zrranc. Canada P3B 3HE.

Debbie Piroch, Pd 4, Box 234, Meadville, Pa
16335. Looking for any show with Nelson Eddy
and/or Jeanetic MacDonald.

Jim Blythe, 941 Redding Rd., Asheborn, NC
27203. Wants Lum and Abner, Magic Island, Jerry
at Fair Oaks.

Marty Lewin, 8836 N. Lincolnwood Dr., Evanston,
IL 80203, Looking for Sid McCoy Show (a
Chicago DJ from 50's and 60's.) Also any new
Phil Harris-Alice Faye Shows.

Fonald Waite, 578 Whitn
06511, Interested in Jack

Ave., New Haven, CT
anny.

Chuck Juzek, 57 Hutton Ave., Nanuet, NY 10954,
Would like any info about Maurice Joachim who
wrote the scripts for The Avenger.

Bob Proctor, Box 362, Saline, Ml 48176. Wants
Horatio Hornblower shows with Michae!
Redgrave.

Richard Palanik, 165 Summitt St., Plantsville CT
06479, Looking for copies of NPR's Dol Savage
shows and Nightfall.

Wanted: Jack Benny show dated 12/8/46. Jack
Goas Christmas Shopping and Buys Don
Shoelaces. Steve Ovalline, 10214 Black Mtn. Rd.
49, San Diego, CA 92126,

Warted: Cassstte of any of the radio program

“Hotet for Pets” name your pHice. Bruce

gﬂoanschak, 6549 M. Drake, Lincoinwoad, IL
6545,

Wanted: | am locking for the Green Hernet Show
"Underwater Adventure” that aired 9-24-46. Chuck
Juzek, 57 Hulion Avenus, Manuet, MY 10987,

Wanted: "We The People” Broadcast 1-13-50 and
any Lum andg Abner shows prior to 1941, Willing to
trade for anything in my catalog. Steve Farrante,
Box 153, Oaklard Mills, PA 17076,

CAN YOU HELP/! am |ooking for prograrns with
magic or related material, My catalogue has 48
pages, November 1876, and grows. Will trade
recordings of anything and catajogue with you.
Drop & line: Snader, Box 12-6855, Mexico 12, D.F.
Mexico.

WANTED: Classical music broadcasts, ET's,
Acetates, lapes, all speeds, sizes, formats, for
cash, Joe Salernc, 9407 Westheimer #3114,
Houston, Texas 77063,

Vintage broadcasts, reliving radio’s past. Free
fiyars. 42 Bowling Green, Staten Istand, NY 10314,

Van Christo, 91 Newbury St., Boston, MA 02116.
Looking for Goldberg's Episode which was cailed
"The Hannukah Bush.”
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Wanted: Space Patro! - Tom Corbett, Capt.
Video, oid radio cereal giveaways, gum cards,
pep plns nostalgia, comic character items
1930's-1850's. Josaph Fair, 10 Crestweod-H.D.,
New Castle, PA 16101 (35)

Trade Fibber McGee and Molly Casseties VG/EX
ordy, Offer 110 shows. Exchange list. Bill Oliver,
516 Third St. North East, Massillon, Ohio 44646.

Mary Sayer, 801 8th St. F5, Sioux City, 1A 51105,
Looking for any infor on “Uncle” Jim Harkin, Fred
Allen's manager.

Wanted: 1950 Summer Replacement Show
“Somebody Knows™ iﬁv Jack Johnstone. (B show
:un) Dick Glday, 100 Harvey Dr., Lancaster, NY

GILBERT HUEY, %0 W. Triple Tree Dr., Carrgiton,
GA 30017 is writing an article on Flash Gorden
and hnc;ewads much information on the radic and

tv 5

Pam Nemec, 1424 Heatherton Or., Naperville, i
60563 is Iooking for program listings of old radio
stations of the 30's and 40's especially WDZ,
KMMJ, KMA, KFNF and KFEQ.

WANTED: RADID MAGAZINES before 1935, such
as Radio News, Popular Radio, Radio Retailing,
Short Wave Craft, efc. Gary B. "Schnaider, 9511
Sunrise Blvd., #J-23, North Royalton, Ghio 44133

FOR-TRADE: SCRIPT-FOR-PROGRAM THE
SHADOW 9/26/37, 3/20/38, {(have show alsc)
12/3/39, 411754, 4118/54, 4/25/54, 5/30/54, 7/4/54,
7/25/54, 8/1/54, 818154 8729454, 9/19/54, 9/26/64,
10510454, 10117754, 10/24/54, 10!31;54. 89/30/45-or
&/3/54 {not sure which | nave). Adam Trachtenburg,
1243 Knorr St Phila., PA 19111 {215} 745-8224

WANTED: NBC MONITOR. Broadcasts from '56 4o
‘4. | have many complete editions from '65-'75.
Write to: Warren Gerbe, 42-60 Bowne Siveet,
Flushing, New York 11355-2907

RADIO SHOWS ON CASSETTE, also radiofty
related matarial. Catalog $1, Phil Kiernan, 30235
Cupeng Lane, Temecula, CA 92390

JACK MELGHER, PO, Box 14, Waukegan, IL 60087
wants to buy radio premiums, games, toys, butions,
comic refated items, Disney, poditical, gum wrappers -
BUY SELL TRADE 312-243-5626

WILLIAM OSOVSKY, 2501 Ivy St., Chattanooga, TN
37404. Collector of Ralston Tom Mix premiums,
green 20 Grand Ale bottles with neck and paper
jabels intact. QOctagon soap premium kites. Alaga
syrug tins.

Wanted: Jake & the Kid, Hardy Family, Maisis on
cassettes. N.A. McNamee, Box 602, Organ, New
Mexice 88052,

Amos & Andy or Jack Benny Shows, other
shows. Rob Cohen, 6635 Heim Ave.,
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

WANTED: Kid Shows, Serials, Big Band Remotes,

Transcription Recordings on Reel 1o Reel only
please. Write to Wally Stall, 8408 N.W. 100
Oklahoma City, OK ?3132

For autobiography would like to know date (at
jeast year/year, month better) of Superman radic
episodes in which (1) S. finds Atlantis; (2} S.
calches crook by following crook's discarded
peanut shells. Believe first is 1945 or &, Other
47-9. S.J. Estes/205 E. 78/ NY, NY/10021. Many
thanks.

For Sale: Boxed set of six tapes from Stephen

King's Night Shift. Original Price: $34.95, M¥'h'|
b

Price: $12.00 postpaid. Five sets available
Nelson, 221 Scioto, Chillicothe, OH 45601,

Wouild like: Mysterious Traveler, Whistler, Pat Novak

For Hire on cassette. | have a ot to trade. Wits to:
Victor D. Padilia Jr., 104 Marcy Avenue, Brooktyn,
NY 11211

.

Wanted: Amos and Andy, Roy Rogsrs, and
Gunsmoke. Wil buy or have shows to trade in X
Minus One, Dimension X, Sgt. Preston, Captain
Midnight, Suspense, Esc Ol-fe others Phil Nelson, *
221 Scioto, Chillicothe,

WANTED: Aidrich Family radio programs on
cassattes, as well as information. Kenneth Barker,
874 27th Street East, Owen Sound, ON N4K 6P3

trironn ll m alxe. Pn poa

wilh ::zx‘ﬁmw'li:gﬁ’”"u mﬂm&tﬂ "W

FICTURE RING CQ., Dept. K-34, Cincinaati, o.

T0 ANY SVUIT]

WenrYour coat and vest twics aa
long with trousers matched vxpertly
TOm w:.r 100,000 patterna. Pants are hsnd
tallored to your measure, Guarantesd to fl
Send 5 pleoa of cloth or vest TODAY for I'I!l ;
K of the best match abtainable, Writs to'%
SMIRIGAH MATCH PANTS COMPANY
DEPT. 69, 20 W. JACKSOM BLVD,,eHICAGD, ILL. T

FLASHES from REAR WINDOW—DASH Conirol
A whirlwind seller. Lirivers Luy on dash
AGENTS hiie, Sy o2 o
il o ar!l Hl.ulhm:lm‘:pqultk I{or.f'hm aml De';i"lcem
BLEuLGr lnmnle plan. ALl Frwe! Rndh.
WATCH-MY-TURN BIGNAL CO.
Dapt. WIT12, Welout Bldg., Des Moinss, Ia.
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NORTH

ORCA of England @) #rcw

c/o Tom Monroe phone: 216 226-8189
2055 Elmwood Av. Lakewood, OH 44107

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES:

# Newsletter
+# Cassette lending library

OBJECTIVE:

= To make as much BBC broadcast material
available for the enjoyment of as many people
worldwide as possible.

SPECIAL CHALLENGE:

< We are currently saving over 150 shows off-air
weekly. We can only continue to do this with the  as-
sistance of as many pecple world wide as possible.

# Will you assist us in saving this drama?

MEMBERSHIP DUES:
 $15.00 per year
4 Check payable to Tom Monroe

SenND TO: 2055 Euvwoon Av., Lakewooo OH 44107

kOld time Radio show Collectors’ Association of England
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THE
PAINTED
STALLION

1937 « APPROX. 212 MIN. The lngians are on the warpath and 3 gang o cutthraats < saring up
trousle with Mexice. nto b trmenl charges a mysterncus masked nde-
Baw . WH3 5038 painted ssallion, ar unkrowr fere wha helpe U5, geserament agent
OMN 2 CASSETTES “dark Stuan (Ray | “Cranlt” Covtigand |ead the Frut wagen ran sabehy through
the Ganla Fe Tal Ore of Repubic’s faest Fanbe: snias urlalds o weba

$29.98 srpt B ccving soisodes.

ROBINSON
CRUSOE

OF CLIPPER BLAND

1935 + APPROK. 256 MIN. When an aidioes” trogical sland base s mysterously destoyec, investgatcr
BaAW - WHS 5045 RayMala ey bo Clipper lsland to uncover the demty o tha saboteurs.

Cauid e wlkin be one of the other passengers who have st armiver on the
ON 2 CASSETTES 0 3 Crcathe high priest, whia s enciting the ratives 1o no? The mystery
$29.95 srp~ NN nravels o [oureen colorud epirodes, wek amidut the exotic Zoutn Seas.

1937 - APPRON. 224 MIN. Bela Luges is at his devicus best as Boroll, a dubelical seentst who has
created a deadly diuntegrating gas. Now its up 10 Lisotenant Terry Kent
Baw - ¥HS 38206 /oo o) and the LIS Coast Guad to prevent Borof from dekverng s
ON 2 CASSETTES kthalinvertion 1o a menacng farergn power that ntends to rule the warld
An acban-packed Republic serial in twele chapters, hlghkghleo by drarnatic

$29.96 srp° GEEEIWE special effects!

SATURDAY SERIALS MATIMEE

DICK
AND THE

DUKE
$24.95:

DICK TRACY
Stamng RALPH BYRD

RV 2419
= = bl ™ b 45wt

AMROL. J6h M JANT 3P
A O A / YMELCLY

AudioVisual Froducts, Inc.




Wher mymenous man made sarhquakes threater: the waorld, navy heutenant
“Crash” (Rayl Cornigan leags & subraone sapeddion to the ocear loo

" 193% - APPROX. 226 MIN.

and ducovers the Lidersea oegdom of Adame Plunger ot tne middle BAW « ¥YHS $150
of 2 war between she Atantians and the fizndish Lrga Khan, will Zrash wab
his super-huran athlene sbilties be able 1o deleat the gewlish wadors QN 2 CASSETTES
betore he conguers the eatie wore? Twebae adventrg-sacked epaodes

reveal thi anveer,

529,98 srp* I

LORROS

EBILACK WP

This Zorms & wemar' Beauiul |ada Siieg 2a77 65« leather and lace
as Sarhara Merecith whi, lollowang e nurcen ol hee brothe, takes up a
mask and @ wh o aganst o rathless land taion avd @ gang of satlaws, Sided
by Fedesal agent Vic Garden (Genrge W L ewss, she vows oo pratect the
irnccent, bt first se must survive such cerls 25 avalanches, 2xplosors and
cauntless qurkights v this thr g et senal,

1944 - APPROR. 132 HIN.
Baw - ¥YHS 5154
ON 2 CASSETTES
529.98 srp* N

ZORRO'S
FIGHTING LEGION

When the awstencus Don Del Ora, sues up the Indians and starts stesfing 1939 + APPRCK, 211 MIN.

goverament gald shipments, Diega Vege (Qees Hadiey) assumes a black
mack and cape and tecomes the legendary hera Zono, From the thundering

BaW - ¥HS 5155

hogves of runaway horses 4o the clamar of clash.ng swords, the action ON I CASSETTES
never stops a5 Zoro and "The Avengers” vide Tarth to Lphoid justice in

baive thiiling chffhanger episcdes,

$29.98 sro* EA—

294

PRE-ORDER:
B130/90

THE ADVENTURES OF
SMILIN' JACK
Zack Moselsy's lamous,
COmic- SArip charucter comes
roarmg to e in this thril-
packed senal. Daredevil
smnt pot Smibn' Jack

- Martin takes on the air war
in Chins during the darkest
days of WWIL, 13 Action-
Facked Epsodes on two
Complete tapes. Starming
Totr: Brown and Sidney Toler.
1943, BE&W, 265 man, #1701

unusualiy atmospheric and
imzlligent chapler phay star-
ring Robert Lowery, Eddie
Quillan and Lyle Talbat.

13 Actioc-Packed Episodes
Of WO COMpleLe tapen.
1544, BEP 265 min. 1702




AVPRO AVPRO

BOOKGS...

THE LOST ADVENTURES OF
SHERLOCK HOLMES

by Ken Greenwald

Based on the original radio plays by
Denis Green and Anthony Boucher.
Surrounded by an attractive dustsleeve,
this 206 page hard bound book brings to
print for the first time, several recently
discovered Rathbone/Bruce Sherlock
Holmes radio adventures. Whetheryou
have heard the new shows or not, this
book should bring many hours of en-
joyabie reading, Price: $9.95 plus $2.50
ship/handl (if ordered alone).

GUNSMOKE=-A COMPLETE HISTORY
By SuzAnne & GaborBarabaos

This massive volume is an essential item
for all who enjoy one of the finest aduit
westerns ever produced. 836 fully in-
dex pages explore both the radio and
television serles. Interviews with all the
central actors are featured along with
126 glossy pages of photographs, a great
many of which feature the radlo cast at
work and also In western attire. An
extensive log section gives all the es-
sentials (including script titles, broad-
cast dates and plot synopsls) of every
single Gunsmoke show broadcast.
Nothing like this hard bound book has
beent available before. Price: $45.00
plus $5 ship/hand! {if ordered alone).

TAPES...
The “Unlost” Sherlock Holmes
Adveniures

3708 Bruce Partingfon Plans 11/6/39
Retired Colourmzn 3/11/40
3709 Copper Beethes 10/6/40
Missing Bloodstalns 5/15/44
3710 Accidental Murdesess 11/26/44
The Woman 12/10/45
3711 Christmas Eve Show 12/24/45
The Speckled Band (reading by Basil Rathbone}
5097 Rare Disease Gellgud/Richardson) 2/16/55
Bruce Partington Plans (Rathbone,/Brice) 1/6/39

Gunsmoke

7102C3 45 5/24/52 Ben Thompson’s Saioon
#6 5/31/52 Carmen

#17 8/16/52 The Lynching

#18 8/23/52 Shakespeare

#19 8/30/52 The Juriper Tree

#20 9/6/52 The Brothers

#219/13/52 Home Stirgery

#22 9/20/52 Drop Dead

#239/27/52 The Raitroad {no music/comls)

#2410/3/52 Caln

#25 10/10/52 Hinka Do

#26 10/17/52 Lockinvar

#27 10/24/52 The Mortgage

#28 10/31/52 The Overland Express

29 11/7/52 Tara

#30 11/14/52 The Square Triangle

CASSETTE PRICES: 3 casseties: $18/ 46

cosseffes: $5.50 ea./7-9 casseftos: §5.22 ea (¥
for $47.00)/10 or move cassetfes: $5.00 ea.

7103C3
7103C4
7103C5
7103C6
7104C1
7104C2

7104C3

SHIPPING & HANDLING: Ordiers 1o $40: Add $3.00/Ordexs from $41.00 fo $99.00: Add
$6.00/For each $50 or fraction thereof above $100, add $3.00

SALES TAX: Michigan Residents only, odd 4% sales fax.

Payment acceplad by check, money order of Visa or MasferCard In U.S. Doliars only.

Audio Visual Roducts, Inc.
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Listening Guide Newsletter

The old time radio circuit has been par-
tculariyhot with news, sowe’ve prepared
a special edition of Listening Guide
Newsletter, A few of LGN’s regular
¥atures have taken a hiatus 50 we ¢an
bring you these timely items for issue #4;

® A jook at changes in OTR collecting
over the past ten years Is the topic of the
apening editorlal. Included Is a discussion
of what caused these changes as well as
what's ahead and what needs to be done to
keep The Hobby alive.

@ Preserving old time radio — The tape
wollectors love to hate, and why digital
aadlo may NOT be the answer.

® First hand news update on the
“Shadow™ ltigation

@ Coverage of the 15th Annual Friends
of Ofd time Radio convention..

@ Post-convention report on activities of
The Old Time Radio Defense Fund

® Lies in the Temple Part2 ispresented.
The author continues his journey through
*The Cathedral of Oid Time Radio Shows,”
s he further explores the question “Isita
Sin to Sell Old time Radio?” We meet the
“Curmudgeon of OTR.™ We wonder just
who in The Hobby the author had in mind
when he created this character!

® Information and Help to the Collec-
or part 4 takes a fresh look at why logs are
so impertant to old time radic collectors.

Oid fime rodio’s gulde ko what's really happening in The Hobby foday..

Individual copies of issue LGN #4
as described above are aiso
avdilable for $3.50each postoaid.
Bock issues of LGN #1 ond #3
ONLY are in limited supply and
are ovolioble for $3.50 each post-
poikd LGN #2 is out of print ot this
fime.

Iisfening Guide Newslelier is pub-
ished quartery and is available on
a subscription basis. The cost i
$12.00 per year (four Issues).

Sendfo: BRC Productions, P.O.

Box 2645, Livonia Ml 48151

Lislening Guide Newsletloris published
by BRC Producions inassociation with
and markeled exclusively by Avpro™
Audio Visual Products, Inc.

Casseille
Catalog: $5.00
Also ask for our free 1991
Fiyer #11
]
RADIO BROADCAST OGS
‘by Terry Solomonson
THE GREEM HORNET 1OG: $7.50
THE CHALLENGE OF THE YUXON 10G; $7.50
THE LONE RANGER LOG:; $17.50 .
SPECIAL PIICE! ALL 3 LOGS ABOVE: §29.95

USTENING GUIDE 10 CLASSIC RADIO
by Bob Bumham  $10.00 (reg. $34€5) whie
kst

supplas ki,
PACKAGE PRICE FOR ALL 3 1OGS MU “LIS-
TENING GUIDE™ BOOK: $37.95 (SAVE $9.500)




Oneyear 12, 50 for 61 |ssues
Royal Promotions 4114 Montgomery Rd Cincinnati, Ohio 45212
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