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PHILO VANCE on the Air: The 

Pre-Ziv Era, 1934 – 1945 
Karl Schadow © 2024 

 

     Many fans of S. S. Van Dine’s 

fictional private detective Philo Vance 

are probably familiar with the 

transcribed, syndicated radio program 

that was produced and released in 1946 

by Frederic Ziv. This series comprised 

104 half-hour episodes starring Jackson 

Beck. Audio of many of these recordings 

is in general circulation. Additionally, 

there is extant audio of two episodes 

of The Adventures of Philo Vance, a 1945 

summer series in which José Ferrer held 

the leading role. Most impressive is that 

during the preceding ten years prior to 

the 1945 program, the character appeared 

on several occasions in either dramatic 

anthologies or comedies. Furthermore, 

several auditions were recorded in an 

attempt to bring the aristocratic sleuth to 

the aural medium in a regular weekly 

series. This study will present the first 

comprehensive investigation of the Philo 

Vance's escapades on the airwaves. 

     S. S. Van Dine was the pseudonym of 

art fancier and drama critic turned 

novelist Willard Huntington Wright. His 

first Philo Vance novel The Benson 

Murder Case was published in 1926. The 

amateur criminologist’s sophistication 

and psychoanalysis involving the case 

were new to detective fiction at the time. 

These features resulted in an extremely 

successful enterprise. Additional 

adventures of Vance were published 

yearly including The Canary Murder 

Case (1927), The Greene Murder Case 

(1928) and The Bishop Murder Case 

 
S. S. Van Dine 

 

(1929). A total of twelve novels were 

written by Van Dine, with the last, The 

Winter Murder Case, hitting books shelves 

in 1939. Philo Vance was a natural for 

motion pictures with the first film 

adaptation The Canary Murder Case 

released in 1929 by Paramount Pictures 

starring William Powell. By 1932, a 

newspaper comic strip was being distributed 

by the Bell Syndicate. The lack of a Philo 

Vance radio series was highlighted in the 

Boston-based Radio Log (May 25, 1932). 

After noting the achievements of both 

Sherlock Holmes and Fu Manchu on the 

either waves the anonymous author of the 

piece stated: “Yet, one character who it 

seems, would become more popular than 

any of the others, has been apparently  
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overlooked when broadcasting is mentioned, namely, 

the one and only Philo Vance.” It would two more 

years before Vance would make his debut on radio. 

And what an entrance it would be.  

 

 
William Powell, the first Philo Vance on the big 

screen. 

 

PHILO VANCE FIRST RADIO APPEARANCE 

     In May of 1934, S.S. Van Dine was in Chicago 

promoting both his Vance novels and films. He was 

staying at the prestigious Palmer House. At that time, 

this establishment was sponsoring a radio series, 

Palmer House Promenade which had debuted via 

NBC from the hotel itself the previous March 13th. It 

was a half-hour variety program emceed by Ray 

Perkins with vocalist Gale Page and an orchestra 

under the direction of Harold Stokes. Additionally, 

each week a guest star was featured. On the May 8th  

session, S. S. Van Dine was the honoree. Not only 

did he write and direct Philo Vance’s radio debut, he 

also voiced his creation. Publicity for the Philo 

Vance inaugural included ads in various newspapers 

such as the Des Moines Tribune.  

 

 
Print ad for WHO Des Moines, IA, May 8, 1934. 

 

     Other than the script’s title “Murder in the 

Studio” and Van Dine’s involvement, little has been 

unearthed regarding this performance including the 

supporting cast. Additionally, the script and audio 

are still being sought. Regarding his visit to The 

Windy City, Van Dine provided a memorable quote 

for the press: “Frankly, I came to Chicago to be sure 

a soprano was killed” (Chicago Herald and 

Examiner, May 9, 1934). During the next few years 

there were periodic publicity squalls in newspapers 

and trade periodicals stating Van Dine was 

promoting a set of twenty-six scripts for a regular 

weekly series. His fees offered per individual 

episodes ranged from $2,500 to $3,500. Despite 

these extraordinarily high figures for a writer, several 

potential advertisers expressed interest his series 

including American Tobacco Company, Frigidaire  
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Division of General Motors and unnamed drug 

chains and auto dealers. However, none of these 

firms were ultimately willing to commit to Van 

Dine’s demands and negotiations failed (S. S. Van 

Dine Scrap Books, 1916 -1939, Princeton 

University). 

 

A JOINT NEWSPAPER/RADIO 

COLLABORATION 

     It was common practice for a popular novel to be 

published in newspapers either in serial form, or 

alternatively in its entirety in one issue. Commenced 

during the spring of 1934 in its Sunday editions, The 

Philadelphia Inquirer printed a complete novel with 

illustrations. As a publicity campaign for the 

newspaper, beginning with the October 20, 1935 

edition, a dramatized preview of selected scenes 

from these tomes was presented by two local 

Philadelphia stations. No money exchanged hands in 

the package as this was a "space for time swap" (The 

Billboard, October 19, 1935).  

     These separate broadcasts took place on the 

preceding Saturday as WIP alerted afternoon 

listeners and WFIL enthralled an evening audience. 

The segments were billed under various titles such 

as Let's Spin a Yarn and broadcast at various times. 

Margaret 'Mike' Schaeffer from the WFIL staff 

crafted the adaptations. The rest of the production 

crew and cast are unknown. Noteworthy is that both 

Nero Wolfe and The Falcon who would later enjoy 

their own network radio programs were showcased 

in the Inquirer/radio collaboration.  

     One Philo Vance novel, The Kidnap Murder 

Case, originally published in 1936, was the feature of 

the March 20, 1937 edition of the Inquirer. An 

advertisement for the radio previews was published 

the previous Sunday.  Though the newspaper 

continued to publish novels for several years, the 

partnership with the radio stations ended in 

September of 1937. 

 
NBC 1938 AUDITION 

     The following year, NBC was peddling a Philo 

Vance series attempting to attract a sponsor with a 

price tag of $2,500 per episode (Radio Daily, January 

21, 1938; Radio Mirror, April 1938). Details of 

auditions from the first half of 1938 are unknown. 
 

 
Print ad for WIP/WFIL Philadelphia, March 7, 1937. 

 

However, on August 1st of that year, Edmund Lowe 

was cast as Philo Vance in a pilot recorded at the 

NBC Hollywood studios (The Hollywood Reporter, 

August 2, 1938). Previously, Lowe had portrayed the 

gentleman sleuth in the 1936 M-G-M release, The 

Garden Murder Case. Despite NBC continuing to 

promote the project through the rest of the year, no 

regular series evolved from the audition. 

 

 
Edmund Lowe 
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PHILO VANCE ONE-SHOTS 

     Though no adaptations of the Philo Vance movies 

were performed on Lux Radio Theatre, Screen Guild 

Theatre nor several other anthologies, a skit was 

performed as part of the 1938 season finale of the 

CBS variety series, Hollywood Hotel. During the 

program's December 2, 1938 episode, William 

Powell re-enacted his role as the investigator from 

the 1929 film, The Canary Murder Case. The 

supporting cast of the Hollywood Hotel sketch 

comprised Glenda Farrell, Humphrey Bogart, 

Thomas Mitchell and Charles Butterworth.  

     Willard Huntington Wright died April 11, 1939. 

In his obituaries, there was no mention of any radio 

escapades of Philo Vance. Of the twelve Vance 

novels, the most unusual was The Gracie Allen 

Murder Case published in 1938. It was highly 

publicized with a film version released on June 2, 

1939 by Paramount Pictures. It starred Gracie Allen 

who received top billing over Warren William as 

Vance. As part of the publicity campaign, scenes 

from movie were performed during The Burns & 

Allen Show on June 16, 1939. Of course, Gracie 

reprised her role from the film with husband George 

as Philo Vance. The supporting players included the 

show’s orchestra conductor Ray Noble, along with 

Frank Parker and Paul Douglas. 

 

 
Gracie Allen and George Burns 

 

 

 

 

LORD/SCHUBERT VENTURE 

     During the Fall of 1939, Philips H. Lord secured 

the rights to develop a Philo Vance radio series 

(Motion Picture Daily, October 12, 1939). Bernard 

L. Schubert (not to be confused with the Hollywood 

screenwriter of the same name) was in charge of the 

project for the Lord firm. Scripts were transformed 

from both the previously published novels and also 

unpublished material that had been acquired from the 

Van Dine estate. Script titles from this latter batch 

included “The Case of the Missing Finger Prints” 

and “The Hospital Murder Case” (Phillips H. Lord 

Collection, Library of Congress). After leaving the 

Lord firm to found his own radio packaging business 

(Variety, December 18, 1940), Schubert acquired the 

Van Dine property and continued to develop a radio 

series (The Billboard, February 22, 1941). Schubert’s 

previous successes with Lord along with shows 

created by his new firm were promoted in the 1941 

Edition of Radio Annual Shows of Tomorrow. 

Unfortunately, Schubert’s efforts did not advance 

past the initial script phase and the project was 

shelved. 

 

 
Radio Daily Shows of Tomorrow Annual 1941 
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JOHN EMERY AS PHILO VANCE 

     During 1942 and 1943, Twentieth Century-Fox 

held the Philo Vance motion picture rights but did 

not produce any films featuring the gentleman 

detective (The Film Daily, August 28, 1942). There 

was not much activity regarding the character's radio 

activities either at this time until a couple of brief 

items appeared in Motion Picture Daily during the 

spring of 1943. The first on May 5th stated: "The 

Russel Seeds Agency in Chicago is auditioning Philo 

Vance, a mystery series, as a possible substitute for 

the Raleigh Cigarette account." Nearly two weeks 

later (May 20th) a follow up report cited: "The 

William Morris Agency through Wally Jordan is 

auditioning a Philo Vance radio series for Freeman 

Keyes of the Russel Seeds agency in Chicago." The 

Morris firm was seeking a summer series for the 

vacationing Red Skelton and had secured an option 

on the Vance radio rights from the Van Dine estate. 

Though the Russel Seeds Agency was headquartered 

in The Windy City, its New York office collaborated 

with the Morris agency to produce a trial recording at 

NBC on April 29, 1943. John Emery was selected to 

portray Philo Vance. The recording's audio reveals 

that Emery was then starring in Angel Street on 

Broadway at the John Golden Theatre. In December  

 

 
John Emery 

 

of 1942, Emery had assumed the role of the sadistic 

John Manningham from Vincent Price. Prior to being 

cast as Philo Vance in the proposed series, Emery's 

radio appearances were few but included such 

network highlights as Rudy Vallée and Campbell 

Playhouse along with the local New York WHN 

production, Gotham Nights. However, he had 

compiled an impressive stage resume starring 

in Parnell and major supporting roles 

in Hamlet, Romeo & Juliet and The Barretts of 

Wimpole Street.  

     In this Philo Vance audition "The Case of the 

Cellini Cup," the suave sleuth assists District 

Attorney Markham and Police Homicide Sergeant 

Heath in solving the murder of an antique shop 

proprietor. Both of these characters were brought 

over from the novels, though the story was not based 

on any of the original Van Dine tomes. Ian 

McAllister portrayed the district attorney with John 

Gibson as Sergeant Heath.  

 

 
Ian McAllister (District Attorney) 

 

Everett Sloane played art collector George Henry 

Howard one of the prime murder suspects. Ruth 

Gilbert was cast as Getmans’ love interest, Miss 

Allen. NBC staff announcer Tom Shirley emoted the 

Raleigh cigarette commercials. The producer, 

director, writer and music director of the audition are 

 

 
John Gibson (Sgt. Heath) 
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still unknown. As many radio auditions included a 

teaser for the proposed “next week's” episode, this 

Vance pilot was no exception. In this instance, the 

sleuth was going to entertain "The Mystery of the 

Missing Cat." Brown & Williamson decided not to 

pick up the audition as a regular weekly series opting 

instead for Beat the Band to fill Skelton's Tuesday 

night slot on NBC. It is important to note that the 

audition with John Emery has been misinterpreted in 

many print and online sources as a "short run on 

NBC" in either “1943, 1944 or 1945.” Moreover, it 

has been misconstrued as a "1946 West Coast 

Series."  

     Had the audition been approved by sponsor 

Brown & Williamson Tobacco Company, John 

Emery would have made an impressive Philo Vance. 

But how long would the Emery series have remained 

on the air? The actor suffered from a chronic sinus 

condition which eventually forced him to undergo 

surgery and bow out of Angel Street. Upon 

recovering from the operation, he was planning to 

peruse film opportunities in Hollywood (Variety, 

May 26, 43). 

 

ED WOLF ASSOCIATES 

     Interest in an airwaves version of Philo 

Vance continued in 1944 when the New York-based 

Wolf Associates secured the rights to produce a 

series transformed from the novels (Variety, 

February 23, 1944; Broadcasting, February 28, 

1944). Each story would have consumed four weekly 

half-hours to complete. Ed Wolf, president of his 

own firm had been in the radio business for nearly 

twenty years packaging such successful entities 

as Hilltop House, The O'Neills and Her Honor - 

Nancy James. He had also brought to the forefront 

Mary Small and Arthur Treacher, among others. The 

production crew and potential cast for the Wolf's 

attempt with Philo Vance are unknown. He was 

unable to secure a sponsor and his option on the 

property expired. No scripts or recordings of this 

proposed series have been located. 

 

THE ADVENTURES OF PHILO VANCE 

In the spring of 1945, advertising agency Ruthrauff 

& Ryan purchased the rights to the property and was 

contemplating the possibilities of presenting Philo 

Vance as either a cliff-hanger during the day or 

placed in a weekly, night-time slot (The Billboard,  

March 31, 1945). That firm along with their client 

Lever Bros. decided to use it that year as a summer 

replacement for the vacationing Bob Burns. Ted 

Huston of the agency was assigned as 

producer/director. Avery and Paul Dumont from 

NBC shared the duties as associate director. At the 

organ console was Elsie Thompson who had 

composed theme and incidental music. Bob Shaw 

crafted the scripts. He was currently the scribe 

for Front Page Farrell, with prior achievements 

including Mr. District Attorney, Appointment With 

Life and The Shadow. The nature of a Philo 

Vance audition for the proposed series is unknown 

but José Ferrer was ultimately chosen to play the 

aristocratic sleuth. His radio experience was limited,  

 

 
Jose Ferrer 

 

appearing as a guest on Rudy Vallée and also as 

emcee for one year of The Prudential Family Hour. 

However, Ferrer was a highly acclaimed actor on the 

Broadway stage playing Iago in Othello. The 

supporting characters of Philo Vance carried over 

from the novels included Vance's valet Currie 

portrayed by Ralph Bell and District Attorney  
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Markham enacted by Ted Osborn. Though Sergeant 

Heath is mentioned in a couple of scripts, he has no 

dialog in any of them. However, a new character,  

 

 
Ted Osborn 

 

Lane Randall was created specifically for the radio 

series. Frances Robinson portrayed Vance's Gal 

Friday, a government operative for an unknown 

agency. There is a romantic interest between Vance 

and Lane but it is not on the same level as in  

 

 
Frances Robinson 

 

Robinson's future series Let George Do It where she 

plays Claire "Brooksie" Brooks opposite Bob 

Bailey's George Valentine.  The full log for the 

weekly series of S. S. Van Dine’s sleuth is presented 

here for the first time. Titles, plots and selected cast 

members were culled from the scripts (NBC 

Collections, Library of Congress). Additional 

performers were identified from audio of the two 

extant episodes (****). 

 

 

July 5, 1945 "The Case of the Hungry Dog" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson, Ralph Bell and 

Ted Osborn with announcer Don Hancock 

Plot: Vance travels to Germany to capture a Nazi war 

criminal who is hiding in a mountain-side resort. 

 

July 12, 1945 "The Case of the Clean Shave" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Francis Robinson, Ralph Bell, Ted 

Osborn and Mercedes McCambridge with announcer 

Don Hancock. 

Plot: A husband drops dead after his morning shave. 

Did his wife murder him? 

 

July 19, 1945 "The Case of the Happy Yank" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: What is source of the information leaks that 

result in the sabotage of Pearl Harbor shipping? 

 

July 26, 1945 "The Case of the Girl Who Came 

Back"**** 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson, Ralph Bell, 

Mercedes McCambridge and Maurice Wells. Elliott 

Lewis as T4Y - AFRS announcer. 

Plot: A girl with amnesia tries to convince everyone 

including her estranged father that she is the actual 

daughter of the wealthy businessman.  

 

August 2, 1945 "The Case of the Double 

Trouble"  

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: On a crucial flight to Europe, Philo Vance risks 

his life exchanging places with a British statesman. 
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August 9, 1945 "The Case of the Strange 

Music"**** 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson, Ted Osborn, 

Joan Alexander, Joseph Julian, Will Geer and Don 

Randolph with announcer Don Hancock and 

commercial spokesman Craig McDonnell. 

Plot: Eerie organ interludes are the background to a 

prominent banker found dead in a wax museum. 

 

August 16, 1945 "The Case of the Green Eye" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: Philo Vance is on the trail of a mad scientist 

who wants the secrets of the atomic bomb. 

 

August 23, 1945 "The Case of the Helping Hand" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ted Osborn 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: Veterans adjusting to civilian life are being 

scammed by an employment agency. 

 

August 30, 1945 "The Case of the Vampire Wife" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: A disfigured girl seeking revenge blames a 

vampire for poisoning her family members. 

 

September 6, 1945 "The Case of the Refreshing 

Death" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson, Ralph Bell and 

Ted Osborn with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: It is up to Philo and Lane to save an innocent 

person who is scheduled to be executed. 

 

September 13, 1945 "The Case of the Wailing 

Wind" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: A quiet house party in Maine is interrupted by 

mysterious sounds and murder. 

 

September 20, 1945 "The Case of the Air Tight 

Murder" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: The strange death of a doctor in a hospital has 

Philo Vance perplexed. 

 

 

September 27, 1945 "The Case of the Bride of 

Death" 

Cast: José Ferrer, Frances Robinson and Ralph Bell 

with announcer Don Hancock. 

Plot: A bride to be is murdered on the night her 

upcoming marriage is announced. 

 

The program was reviewed by Saul Carson (writing 

as Cars. in Variety, July 18, 1945) who noted: "If 

there's got to be a mystery on the air - and some 

perfectly fine people think so - this is as good as 

any." However, Carson ripped the Lifebuoy 

commercials as: "sickening, nauseating". You can 

check them yourself here. Magee Adams (The 

Cincinnati Enquirer, August 9, 1945) bemoaned the 

interpretation of the airwaves version of the character 

stating: “Virtually nothing remains of the erudition 

and fastidious sophistication that made ‘Vance’ one 

of fiction’s most civilized detectives.” Magee 

continued his critique noting: “Of course, that 

follows radio custom. Many named fiction detectives 

haunt the air in name only.” And concluded his 

assessment: “But the reason still defies explanation. 

By all ordinary logic, the radio reincarnation should 

be aimed primarily at listeners who read the original. 

As things stand, they are least likely to be 

interested.” But this author believes that the arrogant, 

know-it-all from the novels would not have been 

ideal for radio, at least not in 1945. Moreover, S. S. 

Van Dine’s following had continuously declined 

following his death in 1939. The series was not 

carried over for the Fall of 1945 by Lever Bros. 

     Philo Vance may have set a record for the number 

of radio one-shots and auditions by firms who took a 

chance at developing a dedicated series for the 

sleuth. The search continues for the audio and scripts 

of that initial 1934 performance and subsequent 

tryouts. In 1946, Frederic W. Ziv produced and 

distributed the most successful Philo Vance series on 

radio. This will be the subject of a future article in 

The Old Radio Times. 
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Print ad for Tuscon, AZ 

The "lost" 1938 Lone Ranger Christmas 

Special 
Martin Grams 

 

     On the evening of December 26, 1938, the radio 

cast at station WXYZ played roles in not one, but 

two episodes of The Lone Ranger. Although the 

program premiered in 1933, it was not until February 

of 1938 that the radio program was recorded on a 

regular basis. For the holiday offering of 1938, it was 

decided not to record the episode because the series 

was then being syndicated across the country and it 

would have been weird to hear a Christmas episode 

in April, July or September. So, the logical solution 

was to dramatize two different episodes on that 

evening. One as a traditional holiday adventure and 

the other as a normal western. 

     For the West Coast broadcast and for the 

transcription, the script was used for the broadcast of 

September 9, 1937. In that episode, Missouri Mike 

and his friend Steve Sanders are among the 

shrewdest outlaws the Lone Ranger and Tonto ever 

tried to track down. Wanted for murder, robbery and 

rustling, the only clue to their identity is a tattoo on 

the right forearm. The Lone Ranger and Tonto ride 

out to the ranch of Widow Spragg, 15 miles from 

Parkersville, unaware that the men they are trying to 

track down are trailing from behind. Hours after the 

masked man and Indian leave the ranch of Sam 

Spragg and his mother, the thieves break into the 

house and commit another robbery. Days later, 

finding no sign of Missouri Mike, The Lone Ranger 

and Tonto leave to hunt the outlaw in the open 

plains. Outside of town, a Native American named 

White Fox participates in a race with Sam, with prize 

money for the winner, and then they exchange death 

blows over money that was stolen by Missouri Mike 

who never left town.  

     In desperation, The Lone Ranger talks with men 

from Parkersville, and the tribe of White Fox, to 

outline a plan for locating the outlaws. With Native 

Americans as expert trackers and vengeance in their 

hearts, The Lone Ranger has the advantage and 

together they hunt under the guide of moonlight. 

Finding the outlaws’ camp, they take Missouri 

Mike’s shirt off to verify the tattoo. 

         For the East Coast and Mutual Broadcast 

System, a holiday adventure was dramatized. In that 



 

The Old Radio Times * November-December * Number 135 
 

10 

 
 

episode, poverty was common in the town where 

Bob Hamill lived, and little could be done about it, 

while Eric Flint thrived. The latter is rich, owns 

practically all of the town, and is hated and despised. 

When he learns a masked man is looking for him, he 

hires two bodyguards, Butch and Cooper, but a 

desperate clerk named Bob Hammil decides to rob 

him to buy Christmas presents for his son.  

     Unable to pay the mortgage, Bob is going to lose 

his homestead to Flint, so he figures what harm 

would it be to give his son a holiday to remember? 

Catching the outlaws in play for The Lone Ranger, 

Bob draws his gun and forces the men – including 

Eric Flint – into an old shack, tied and bound. The 

Lone Ranger, meanwhile, learns from Tonto about 

Eric Flint.  

          There are a lot of men here in the West who 

came to escape unhappiness in the East, the masked 

man rationalizes. Flint is one of them but his faith in 

his fellow-men was destroyed before he came here, 

which did something to him. He lost his sense of 

values, his sense of fair play. The Lone Ranger 

breaks in to kidnap Flint, leaving Bob with the two 

gunmen. Throughout Christmas Eve, The Lone 

Ranger forces Flint to call on a few of his customers, 

people he loaned money to, and people who will not  

 

be able to pay off their debts. The first person they 

call on is Dan Dickerman. 

  

RANGER: He’s not going to take your house. Those 

papers he signed with you were illegal. I want you to 

sign this paper telling just what sort of an agreement 

he made with you.  

  

JANE: Illegal? 

  

RANGER: Then I want you to come with me to the 

sheriff’s office and lodge a complaint against him. 

He’s on his way to jail. 

  

FLINT: No, no! Yuh can’t put me in jail. Them 

papers is legal! 

  

RANGER: You be quiet! How about it, Dan? 

  

DAN: But we can’t do it now… 

  

RANGER: There’s no time like the present. The 

sooner he gets to jail, the better the community will 

be. We may have a long ride to the county seat in 

this kind of weather, and I’ve got to get him there 

before the first of the year if I’m going to save your 

property. All I need is one complaint against him. 

  

DAN: Well, can’t you get somebody else? 

  

RANGER: What for? He made an agreement with 

you, didn’t he? 

  

DAN: But… well, I don’t know. Look, stranger, it’s 

Christmas Eve. I can’t send a man tuh jail on 

Christmas Eve. 

  

RANGER: Not even Eric Flint? 

  

JANE: He oughta be in jail… if he’s dishonest, 

Dan… 

  

RANGER: It might save your house. Don’t you 

realize that? 

  

DAN: I won’t do it. That’s all. Taint the spirit of the 

day. You get somebody else to send him to jail. If it 

was day after tomorrow or next day, any other day 

but Christmas… 
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RANGER: We’ll find someone else. Come on, Flint. 

 

 
 

The Lone Ranger takes Flint to another house, and 

then another, and each place Flint noted with 

increasing amazement, that the spirit of Christmas, 

the thought of peace on earth, and good will, so 

imbued the men, that not one could be found who 

would agree to assume the responsibility for jailing a 

man on Christmas day.  

     Eric’s backstory is not so cheerful. Eric Flint 

came out to the West twenty years ago, intending to 

send word to his wife when she could come out and 

join him after he got a foothold. He sent that word 

and waited, but she never answered his letter. When 

next he heard, he read her name in a paper ten years 

later, saying that she was on the stage.  

     It soured him. He was mad. Mighty mad, to think 

she wouldn’t join him after all the promises he made. 

But he did not know his letter never was delivered. 

He did not know she waited years to hear from him. 

She did not know where to reach him. The Lone 

Ranger found the letter Eric Flint wrote. It never was 

delivered. He found it with a pack of other mail that 

had fallen into the hands of Native Americans when 

a stagecoach was wrecked. Then the Lone Ranger 

located her.  

     She finally came out West in an effort to try and 

find him. She was singing on the stage to get the 

money for the trip. She hunted years and finally 

settled down. The Lone Ranger knew of this and is 

determined to show Eric Flint that there are things 

far better than cheating customers out of their land. 

     As the night wore on, Mary Hammil sits by the 

window where a small candle gleams out into the  

 

night. She can’t sleep. She worries, worries about her 

husband, worries where he went, and 

remembering the expression of grim determination 

on his face when he left, is fearful of what might 

happen before he comes back. But when Bob returns, 

he has a smile on his face. He tells his wife all about 

Eric Flint being taken away and justice being served 

against the vile banker.  

     The next day, early Christmas morning, Eric Flint 

arrives at the Hammil homestead to surprise young 

Donny, Bob and Mary’s little boy, with a Christmas 

tree. Over the night, while everyone was sleeping, 

Butch and Cooper cut down Christmas trees and 

follow orders from Flint to deliver them to 

everyone’s house. Mary is shocked to discover the 

old Scrooge has had a change of heart. He plans to 

visit everyone in town and deliver them a generous 

Christmas morning. Then he has to leave town and 

Mary asks for how long. 

 

FLINT: How long? Sakes alive, I don’t know. I’m 

goin’ to meet my wife. I ain’t seen her in 20 years. 

She’s still waitin’ for me. I won’t be back next 

month. Mebbe not until spring. Mebbe I won’t come 

back! And who cares? A merry Christmas 

everybody! 

  

Notes 

While the Christmas adventure was never recorded, 

it should be noted that this script would later be 

recycled for the episode titled “The Christmas Tree,” 

broadcast on Christmas 25, 1950, with slight 

revisions. (For the 1938 rendition, the element 

involving Donny wanting a Christmas tree and the 

delivery of a huge tree on Christmas morning was 

borrowed from the broadcast of December 24, 1934.) 
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Book Review: Musicmakers of Network 

Radio: 24 Entertainers, 1926-1962 By Jim 

Cox 
Ryan Ellett 

 

     After reviewing Cox’s Music Radio book in the 

last issue, it seemed only natural to take a closer look 

at Cox’s Musicmakers of Network Radio this time. 

They are complementary volumes in a way as Cox 

notes he went out of his way to minimize the overlap 

in content between the two. 

     As with Music Radio, Musicmakers also turned 

out to be a pleasant surprise for me. Even though it’s 

12 years old now (published in 2012) I did not get a 

copy until this past year. 

     Glancing at the back you’ll see the names of some 

well-known singers such as Rosemary Clooney, Jo 

Stafford, and Bob Crosby included inside. So, I 

settled in thinking I’d learn more about some fondly 

remembered second-tier Golden Age singers. 

     I was thrown off right from the first page with 

performer number one: Steve Allen. Wait! Isn’t 

Steve Allen an early television guy, who maybe did 

some radio? I don’t know, I’m not really familiar 

with him. Cox had my attention immediately. It turns 

out, the man wrote thousands of original songs 

during his lifetime, including some that were 

recorded by such notable artists as Perry Como and 

Ella Fitzgerald.  

     The second entry was brand new to me: Howard 

Barlow, the long-time conductor of Voice of 

Firestone. Barlow was followed by Jack Berch and 

Archie Bleyer, only Berch sounding even vaguely 

familiar of these three. By entry five Cox finally got 

to an artist with whom I was familiar (if not deeply 

so), and that was Clooney.  

     Just by reviewing these first five featured 

musicians you can get a sense of the ground that Cox 

covers in this volume. I’d venture that there’s a good 

chance you won’t even be familiar with several of 

the profiled musicmakers. Several of the others you 

likely won’t have any knowledge of their extensive 

musical background and contributions to 

broadcasting. And of those remaining entries with 

whom you are familiar, you’ll surely discover 

something new about them in Cox’s in-depth 

biographies. 

     Throughout this 320-page book he also covers 

opera performers, quartets, a children’s broadcaster, 

and who I would have considered purveyors of 

“potted palm music” among others. There is sure to 

be at least a couple of artists of special interest in 

these pages for everyone.  

     If you’re like me, you’ll get about half way 

through and wonder how Cox decided on the 

particular performers included within because it 

covers such an array and there are no apparent 

threads connecting them, other than some level of 

radio involvement. To be fair, Cox does describe his 

methodology of selecting artists for the book in his 

prelude, so if that is important to you don’t wait to 

read that until the end like I did! 

     I think your state of mind in approaching this 

book will greatly determine how much you will 

appreciate it. If you’re wanting some sort of 

systematic approach to radio musicmakers that will 

leave you with a more thorough understanding of 

how music was integrated into the creation of audio 

plays, this book is not for you. It truly is two dozen 

stand-alone biographies of individuals who 

contributed musical talent to the airwaves across 

almost any musical style of the era you can imagine. 

     However, if you can sit down with this book and 

just allow yourself to be surprised and even delighted 

by whatever musician comes next, it can be a real 

treat. You’ll no doubt learn something, and if you’re 

as ignorant overall about musical contributions of the 

OTR era, you’ll learn a whole lot.  

     While I appreciate the scholarship Cox brought to 

this hobby over the past three decades, I also 

appreciate his writing. He has a gift at making 

history – which can 

be dusty and dry – 

really sing.  

     In this case Cox 

has inspired me to 

check out the music 

of Vaughn Monroe, 

Percy Faith, Lanny 

Ross, and others 

profiled in this book 

and I expect he will 

have considered all 

his toil worthwhile if 

the included artists 

gain some new 

listeners from it. 

https://mcfarlandbooks.com/product/musicmakers-of-network-radio/?srsltid=AfmBOopi4zYkZpgQFHliX1VeOowC1om8T2VB1RYAX9z2rAk4V8-R1HKU
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"The Diary of Sophronia Winters": Tension, 

Terror, and a Fire Axe 
By Denise Noe 

 

     First broadcast on the radio on April 27, 1943 on 

the anthology program Suspense!, “The Diary of 

Sophronia Winters” is a spellbindingly tense audio 

drama. Agnes Moorehead stars as Sophronia Winters 

and Ray Collins as Hiram Johnson and both play 

their parts perfectly. 

     At the start of the story, Sophronia says, “For 

forty years, I’ve never had what could really be 

called a thrilling experience.” (Later we learn that 

she was born in 1892 which means these events are 

set in 1932.) She has used her inheritance from her 

father’s death to travel to St. Petersburg, Florida. On 

the beach she meets handsome, friendly Hiram 

Johnson. The two feel an immediate connection, 

partly because of her name. 

     “My sister-in-law’s name was Sophronia,” Hiram 

cheerfully comments. He also says our narrator 

Sophronia looks quite like the similarly named sister-

in-law. When Hiram and Sophronia find a nine-point 

starfish, he remarks, “My sister-in-law Sophronia 

used to collect nine-point starfishes.” 

     After more pleasant conversing, Hiram proposes 

marriage. He runs a hotel in Maine and would love to 

have Sophronia’s help. Sophronia happily accepts 

that proposal. 

     The two marry and the next scene finds them 

entering the hotel that Hiram owns and manages. It is 

without visitors at this time of year. As Hiram brings 

her inside, we hear a pained Sophronia complain that 

he is hurting her arm.  

     Then he shows her a portrait hanging on the wall 

of sister-in-law Sophronia. He says, “She was a 

murderess. She was hanged in Portland twenty-five 

years ago for the murder of my brother Ephraim.” 

She murdered Ephraim in the hotel lobby. The 

weapon she used was a fire axe that still hangs on the 

wall in the hallway on the way to that lobby. 

Our narrator Sophronia is understandably shocked 

and horrified. 

     After midnight, Hiram insists Sophronia visit his 

sister-in-law’s grave that is on the grounds. 

Ominously Hiram says he knew she “was one of 

those restless sleepers who wouldn’t stay quiet” in 

the grave but would find a way to roam around.  

     Most horrifyingly, Hiram elaborates that he has 

found her three times in different guises. There are 

three graves of women he murdered because he 

believed them incarnations of murdering sister-in-

law Sophronia! Even more ominously, there is a 

fourth grave dug but not yet filled. 

     Naturally, our narrator Sophronia is terrified that 

the fourth grave is meant for her. Her fear for her fate 

also draws her attention to that fire axe on the wall. 

There are several things that make this an especially 

enthralling Suspense episode. One is the way it keeps 

us truly in suspense by having Hiram go back and 

forth between being a psychotic apparently 

convinced our Sophronia must be an incarnation of 

the murderous Sophronia, and a normally concerned 

and caring husband. The juxtaposition of 

contradictory moods is jarring in a most positive way 

for the episode. Another is that there is more than 

one “trick” in its ending as it leaves the listener to 

puzzle as to exactly what has transpired and who our 

narrator really is. 

     What’s more, good audio drama depends not only 

on the story and acting but on the sound effects 

which are top-of-the-line in “The Diary of Sophronia 

Winters.” The sounds of waves, of footsteps, of keys 

in locks and doors opening and shutting all help to 

paint the scenes in the mind’s eye. 

      “The Diary of Sophronia Winters” is an excellent 

audio drama that should be heard and savored by 

anyone who appreciates the best in suspense — and 

in Suspense! 

 

Bibliography 

 

The Diary of Sophronia Winters 

 

http://emruf.webs.com/suspense4.htm 

Old-Time Radio’s Greatest Mysteries  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Radios-Greatest-Mystery-20-Hour-Collections/dp/1570194939/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1340459979&sr=8-1&keywords=%22Old-Time+Radio%27s+Greatest+Mysteries%22
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Radio 100 Years Ago: Enjoy a look back at what was going on in the 

world of broadcasting 100 years ago. 

 

 

 
Crosley Radio Weekly December 1, 1924 
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Radio Digest December 20, 1924 
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Purchasing Groups 
 

The Old Time Radio Researchers Purchasing Group:  

Contact Jim Wood at OTRPG@Bookfixer.com Dues: 5$ 

per month. 
 

Ted Davenport / Corey Harker Purchasing Group: 

Contact Corey at corey.harker@gmail.com 

Dues: $40 per month for 10 hours of material from 

electrical transcription disc and an additional 15 hours 

from 1st generation or low generation tape. Additional 

bonus material is thrown in every month as well. 

  

 

Support the Old Radio Times 
     Since its debut in December 2005, the Old Radio 

Times has been offered free to the old-time radio 

community. It is the only free group publication in the 

hobby and it will remain so. However, as a way to help 

readers show their appreciation for the zine, we’ve 

created a Patreon page where you can pledge a regular 

donation to the upkeep of the zine and OTRR in general. 

     Visit the Times’ Patreon page to become a subscriber, 

paying $1 (or $2, or more!) to our dusty coffers each 

time a new issue is published. We are currently on a bi-

monthly schedule so the total annual cost could be as 

little as $6. 

 

Thank you to our Patrons! 

Tony Adams, Brian Allen, Rob Bates, Jim Edmondson, 

Ryan Ellett, Damon Fries, Robert Garrison, Dan 

Gerawan, Adam Graham, Walden Hughes, Brian 

Kavanaugh, Larynxa, Scott Mahan, Mahto-topah, Bob 

Merritt, Michael Miller, Michael Morenstein, Kahri 

Nelson, John Nicholson, Marc Olayne, OTR Gold, Glenn 

Peffers, Chris Pickett, Dan Seavers, Walt Staves, Mahlon 

Wagner, Barbara Watkins, Phillip J. West, and Steven 

Wickliffe. 

 

Visit Us on Social Media 
OTRR Home Page 
OTRR Facebook  

OTRR YouTube 

OTRR Tik Tok  

OTRR Reddit 

OTRR SnapChat 

 

Wistful Vistas 
From the Editor’s Desk 

Ryan Ellett 
 

      

     Tis the season, beloved readers, for get-

togethers and much holiday merriment. 

Hopefully you’ve had some opportunities to 

catch some holiday-themed episodes of your 

favorite series. 

     Member Brian Kavanaugh put together a 

curated playlist of holiday old-time radio 

programs with many suggestions from fellow 

group members. Visit our YouTube channel here 

to peruse the offerings. 

     This issue we are thrilled to welcome Karl 

Schadow back to our pages. He’s sure to expand 

your knowledge of the radio history of Philo 

Vance. As I shared with Karl in a personal email, 

I’m always interested to find out about radio 

programs that actually had earlier runs – often 

with entirely different casts and production 

teams – that are unfamiliar or even entirely 

unknown to hobbyists due to not being preserved 

or even recorded in the first place. 

     It seemed timely to run a Martin Grams piece 

on a Lone Ranger Christmas episode. He notes 

the difficulty of meeting the needs of audiences 

who heard a particular broadcast live and those 

who might hear the same episode at a different 

time of the year via syndication. 

     If you weren’t following Carl Amari’s 

Kickstarter for I Was a Communist for the FBI 

(covered in our last issue), it successfully funded 

in November and should be available to backers 

before the end of the year. What series will he 

tackle next? Go to this poll and have your say! 

     As usual, please send items of interest and 

article proposals to the editor at 

OldRadioTimes@yahoo.com. It’s all of you that 

keep this press churning every other month! 

 
 

 

mailto:OTRPG@Bookfixer.com
https://www.patreon.com/user?u=16202648
http://otrr.org/?c=library
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1677714482510214
https://www.youtube.com/@OTRR
https://www.tiktok.com/@oldtimeradioresearchers
https://www.reddit.com/r/OTRResearchers/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AFOn0oGH7QM&list=PLlUoyloCGlWznVJzcnWgiiAY87oL9HAWm
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOwWEVL_H3ge6j7jZ2ZA46Q/community?lb=Ugkxf7uBQCKBaX5uQys1Om4iUExpU6HqBhFM
mailto:OldRadioTimes@yahoo.com
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Stay Tuned America Schedule 
(All times are Central Standard Time) 

 

Monday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

16:00-17:00 - When Radio Was! ENCORE! w/ Greg 

Bell (Classic Episodes) 

18:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell (Current 

Episodes) 

19:00-20:00 - Make Believe Ballroom w/Jeff Bressler 

(Repeat) 

21:00-23:59 - USA Classic Radio Theater w/ Wyatt Cox 

 

Tuesday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

16:00-17:00 - When Radio Was! ENCORE! w/ Greg 

Bell (Classic Episodes) 

18:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell (Current 

Episodes 

19:00-21:00 - Same Time, Same Station - w/ John and 

Larry Gassman 

21:00-23:59 - USA Classic Radio Theater w/ Wyatt Cox 

 

Wednesday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

16:00-17:00 - When Radio Was! ENCORE! w/ Greg 

Bell (Classic Episodes) 

17:00-18:00 - Anything Goes!! w/ Lise Avery (Repeat) 

18:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell (Current 

Episodes) 

21:00-23:59 - USA Classic Radio Theater w/ Wyatt Cox 

 

Thursday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

16:00-17:00 - When Radio Was! ENCORE! w/ Greg 

Bell (Classic Episodes) 

18:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell (Current 

Episodes) 

19:00-21:00 - The Sounds Of Sinatra w/ Sid Mark 

21:00-23:59 - USA Classic Radio Theater w/ Wyatt Cox 

 

 

Friday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

12:00-13:00 - Anything Goes!! w/ Lise Avery 

(Repeat) 

16:00-17:00 - When Radio Was! ENCORE! w/ 

Greg Bell (Classic Episodes) 

18:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell 

(Current Episodes) 

19:00-21:00 - The Great Music Club w/ Mike 

Shannon 

21:00-23:59 - USA Classic Radio Theater w/ 

Wyatt Cox 

 

Saturday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

07:00-12:00 - Swing Thing w/ Fred Hall 

12:00-14:00 - Old Time Radio Classics w/ Jerry 

Haendiges 

14:00-15:00 - Make Believe Ballroom w/ Jeff 

Bressler 

15:00-17:00 - Memories In Melody w/ Matt 

Taylor 

17:00-19:00 - Seems Like Old Times w/ Craig 

Orndorff 

19:00-21:00 - American Standards By The Sea 

w/ Dick Robinson 

21:00-23:00 - The Sounds Of Sinatra w/ Sid 

Mark 

23:00-23:59 - WoodSongs Old Time Radio Hour 

 

Sunday: 

06:30-07:00 - Unshackled! 

07:00-08:00 - The Roaring 20's 

08:00-09:00 - Sound Ideas w/ Clay Ryder 

09:00-10:00 - Jazz Rhythm w/ Dave Radlauer 

10:00-11:00 - Juke In The Back w/ Matt The Cat 

11:00-12:00 - Rhythm Sweet And Hot w/ Mike 

Plaskett 

12:00-19:00 - When Radio Was! w/ Greg Bell 

(Current & Weekend Episodes) 

19:00-19:30 - Imagination Theatre 

19:30-20:00 - Golden Days Of Radio w/ Frank 

Bresee 

20:00-21:00 - Powder River (Colonial Radio 

Theatre) 

21:00-22:00 - Anything Goes!! w/ Lise Avery 

22:00-23:59 - Archives Theater w/ Wally Stall 

 

http://staytunedamerica.net/
http://staytunedamerica.net/
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Old-Time Radio Researchers Acquisitions: 
New Episodes and Upgraded Sound Encodes 

 

Please note that our distributions are available to 

OTRR Purchasing Group members first, and then 

made available to the public after about six months. 

Purchases made from Ted Davenport are distributed 

to Purchasing Group members after one year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


