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Ah, Nostalgia...during the golden days
of radio. You know, I got to reminiscencing
the other day, & maybe someone can tell me
whatever happened to...The times there were
millions of "slugs® floating around Balti-
more==¢ many chislers used them in a "juke"
box on Saturday night....Those "News of the
Day" newsreels at the local movie house.
( remember when we booed Hitler & Mussolini?)
.. sThose big outside running boards on our
first car..when you could stand on it while
the auto moved...And what about those rumble
seats for good=timers in back of the cars??
.e.The girls who "played the field™ until
they received an éngegement ring...Those °
times when we ordered a cheese sandwich & °
they put a lot of cheese on it...Ah, those
days of 2 mail deliveries to our homes. And
there were no sfamp ma.&‘tﬂés in storesw(ja.—rﬁ;
charging extra for sta.mpé. ) ...The times
when Tito & Hirohito were denounced as mur-
ders of American captured soldiers ( now Am=
erican Presidents visit them ). ...The block
gossip who knew everything going on and ad=-
vertised it ( Oh, she's still around, is she).
+ooThe radio premiums we used to wait patien-
tly for the mailman to deliver so we could
play with them....The "haunted house" in
every neighborhood...The man with his horse
& wagon who collected all the junk you were
going to throw out anyway,..The times when
we were in our beds by 10300 PM. ,when there®
were no late shows to watch. ( we should have |
been asleep, but you & I both know we were
listening to the radio, weren®t we??? )...
Self respecting times when no female espec-
ially would use off=color language ( If they
did, their mothers washed their mouth out
with s0ap?? ) ....The Saturday afternoons
when Tallspin Tommy was featured at the Bijou
ceo.. The times when we ended each day listen=
iug Lo our feverite maldio program, as we ex~
perienced the "thestre of the mind"....Tell
me nuv, why aid it all have to end???...

Until next tire, § remaiw as always,

Cbediently yours, i
|
B

_ gram with him.

il 1 ErTEDS
1O THE FDITOR

April 6, *81

Dear Mr. Pomeroy,

May I compliment you on your
interesting & informative articles & also on
your fine art work on the covers, column head-
ings,etc. Also I am pleased that you are con-
tinuing to send copies to Phil. When I read
the Mar.- Apr. edition I happen to see your
nice tribute to Jim Crist & also Phil's pro=
I am enclosing a little don-
ation to help with the postage & cost of the
printing of the newsletter, which is constan-
ly esclating.

Thanks Again!
Sincerly,
(Mrs.) Cornmelia R. Crist
IR

Thanks for sending my GRB
rrize tapes. It is a very nice job of dub-
bing. I know that it is a tedious job, & I
really appreciate your effotts.

Sincerly,
Bill Ryan,
: Fair lawn, N.J.
F SRR

Dear Owens, P
Thanks very much for sending me a
copy of the rejuvenated ON THE AIR, Since
I am no longer the editor of NARA News, I
will forward it on to our current editor,
Jack Trench in Fairfax, Va. I have always
liked very much the art work on the cdvers
of ON THE AIR, and now I am sure that your
Editorship, concept, format and guidance -
will show the same careful work. Good luck .
with the publication.
Sincerly,
Al Inkster,
Tucson, Arizona
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OTR "RADIO TID=-BITS™,

BY DAN. DAFFIN
Momentous day of the hisvory of radios Aug.
28, 1922; The firt radio commercial was broad-
vast? :
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OLD-REDIO-NITE

2 OF OUR FELLOWEBUFESARE
COLLECTORS OF VINTAGE RADIOS
FROM THE GOLDEN ERA. THEY
WILL HAVE 0N DISPLAY, SOME
‘OF THEIR COLLECTION AT OUR -
MEETING ¥ GIVE A BRIEF TA(K '
AND DEMONSTRATION.

Wed
‘-}a’

MOVING? or have you moved since our last

‘§ issue? If so, please fill out the change of

address form below and mail it to your editor
so you will not miss any future issues of 8n
The Air. )

NAME s
OLD ADDRESS3
CITYs
ZIP; GRB#

STATE

1175020 S S S

NEW ADDRESS:
CITY:s
Z1Ps

STATE s

Mail Tos Change of Address
c/ o Editor
On The Air
3613 Chestnut Avenue
Baltimore, Md.,21211

IR
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PLUS
“STump THE €xPERT !

SEE HOW MANY OTR QUESTIONS HE CAN ANSWER
BEFORE rOU STUMP Him.

REFRESHMENTS: *DUNKIN DONUTS. COFEEE,

b
%
%
%
*
* tion on''the following Beltimore OTR per=

* sonality, please contact s Gene Leitner,
'* 388-1976, or Am Sieling, 269-0088.

ICE TEA, SODA. PLUS:BRING SOMETHING TO SHARE, |

HAVE YOU MISSED A GRB MEETING SINCE THE
FIRST OF THE YEAR?
Michael a call and ask him for a recorded
copy of the one that you missed. You really

Then why not give Jerry

should “"hear what you've been missing!®

You can reach Jerry ats ( 301 ) 282-6057 if
you would like a recorded copy of the meet-
ing.

* ing & Fashion show on WFBR & WCAO. any
§% information you can give us will be help~-

T

%
%
*
*
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Anyone having or knowing any informa-

We want to know the whereabouts of
Jean Abbey. She had a very popular shopp~

ful in our research.

****************

******************
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PLEASE POST AND SAVE FOR FUTURE REFERENCE .
CLUB MEETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR.
July 18th.
Sept. 19th.
Nov. 14th,

Next newsle'}:ter deadline for all articles,
photos, ads, & contest entries will be Aug.
15th., *81 ( Sept. - Oct. edition )

'NO TIME TO WRITE? PHONE IN YOUR OLD-TIME
RADIO NEWS STORY! USE OUR NEWSIETTER "HOT-
LINE® . CALL: ( 301 ) 388-1976.

A S T S S
* WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ¢ o
* =
% Ve welcome the following new members,

: Francis Sollers Charyl Quersurth
* Robert W, Sukowski, Jr.

* to our “Radio Family®. *
: John P.laszo Bruce C. Greenberg :
* Paul McGehee Marvin W. Somers *
naniel Holtzman Col. Sam Pierce, Jr. :
* (Botﬁ'ed) *
% Bob Walters  Ed Oweas .
#.Jim. Bush Jack Klasnic *
»

%

il

Please consult your new membership
supplefient for their addresses and phone
* numbers.




l;y Gene
» MEMBERSHIP and CLUB NOTES -

Well, I'm very proud to say the GRB have
"Gone Kollywdod." Received a call from MGM &
they wanted some of our collection of local
Baltimore Vintage Radio Broadcasts To use in
their new scem-to~be Released f£ilm "Diner"
which was shot partly in Baltimore. Hopefully
they will use our vintage collections that.we
gained from WFBR, WBAL & WCAO. Will keep you
prosted on this.....Many thanks to the follow
ing for their finanicial & tape contributions
Mr. & Mrs. Phil Crist, Dave Sickles, Ernie
Bethschulte, Jim Bradley, Ed Owens, & Bob
Thompson. Also to Alan Christian for having
us on his show, tp Gerald Michael for hours
'spent putting the 62 segments together for
that show; and to our members who appeared
on the air. Also to Mary McCleary for all of
the typing she is doing for us.....Bob Thom=
pson is now supplying the OTR for the Balti=
Radio Reading Service Broadeasts....Everyone
was glad to see Ernie Retschulte "back in
action®” at our: last meeting. Ermie is now
back in full stride and thanks all who were
concerned about his healthe.ce...I found a
great club from Memorex tape.(see the adiim
our classified column of this newsletter.)
Really worth the $1.00 dues.....Red Barber
in Jan. of this year began an early morning
sports commentary for NPR, which he thones
in from his home in Tallahassee, Florida.
srseseneeeosOUr next meeting will feature

2 of our club members who will bring OTR
items they own, discuss about their history, .
and display and perhaps play them for us.
Due to the hot weather, our refreshments
this meeting will be Dunkin® Doughnuts,
coffee, ice tea, soda, and any item that you
care to bring that you can share with us.
ccescssOne final notes Dinah Shore will be
appearing in person at the Merriweather Post
Pavillion, in Columbia, Md. on July 16th.
eoeolntil we meet again, another time & an-
other issue, I bid you au-revoir, and plea=
sant memories. :

Gene.

1

“Our Gal Sunday ... sue
alive. & doing Commenciala.!
by Gous Lt

When Vivian Smolen Klein speaks, people
over-35 1'i.sten.‘1‘he:oe is something in her vo-
ice, a memory, a hint of something bygone,
éomething that was important....No wonder
the voice sounds familiar. She was Our Gal
Sunday, a daily radio drama. Our Gal Surday
was to radio what Dallas is to television.

At the same time she was playing this
role, she wes elso doing the role of Laurel
on Stella Dallas. Vivian got her start in
radic when she auditioned for a role as a
child on a local New York show called "The
Children®s Houxr",

She also did "The Lady Next Door", an-
other children®s show, finished school and
decided to be an actress full time. In 1941
she got the part of laurel Dallas, which led
to the role of Sunday. When the shows went
off the air in the late fifties, she did
radio and television commercials.

In 1974, when her husband Harold Klein
executive Vice= President of Pitts Theatres
was transfered to Chicago, she appeared on
Chicago Radio Theatre. She still does comm=~
ercials and only last year she tried some-
thing new~=~the movies.

Vivian had a small part in "My Body-

guardy the role of Mrs. Dunphy. Even with
that small part people recognize her on the
street and stop to talk to her. Of course
that would never have happened in radio,
but when she tells them about her roles on
the soaps and Sunday & laurel, they get
quite nostalgic. She is astounded at times
how people still remember, because it was
so far in the past, and there are so pany
people who are radio buffs.

( *Nuff said, and thank you,Vivian!.. ED. )

ES

DID YOU KNOW THAT???%?

George Gobel got his start in show bus=
iness as a singing cowboy at the ripe old
age of. 1l; years on the National Bamn Dance
way back in 19367




7 RADIO...
AS DADIO
USED TOBE

PART II by Owens
The first national radio programs went
crackling out over the airwaves in 1921, but

what was an average radio day at the height
of it's popularity in the 1940°s? For one
thing the time was different then. Had you
forgetten that we were on Bastern, Central,
and Pacific War Time? Or that the networks .
were CB3, NBC, MBS, and the Blue Network?....
Sunday was a great day for radio listening.
eossalthough it did not include the tradi-
tional soap operas and children®s adventure
stories. A’ typical day in 1942 would start
with organ recitials by E. Power Biggs, Comm-
ando Mary spoke to the home front at 9:15,
while those in search of inspiration could
turn to the Radio Pulpit, The Ghifech of the
Air, Wings Over Jordan, or the Salt ILake City
Tabernacle. Egon Petri gave a twenty-five
minute piano recitial at 11300 A.M. and then
it was time for invitation to learning.

Sunday afternoon offered a wide choice
of programming. For news analysis you could
choose from Morgan Beatty, Quincey Howe, Will=-
iam L. Shirer, Edward R. Murrow, Drew Pearson,
Gabriel Heatter, Eric Sevareid, and Walter
Winchell, If we could only get that kind of
variety in news opinions today? Those who
prefered cultural programs could listen to
John Charles Thomas and the New York Philhax
monic Orchestra. Sundays had something for
the youngsters too. There were Stoopnagle®s
Stooperoos; Aunt Jemimas the Green Hornet;
The Shadow (lighting the 5:30 spot for Blue
Coal) s One Man's Family, Jack Benny; Fred Al-
lenjCharlie McCarthy and Inner Sanctum to send

was only a smattering of what radio offered
in it%s Golden Years. I glance in my closet
at the Orphan Annie Shake=Up Mug,the Green
Hornet Ring, and the Tom Mix Straight Shooter
Medal oe...and the memories come floodimg.
backsee.I Love A mystery for one; with that
famous trio of rugged charesterss Jack, Doc,
and Reggle. Who came out of every adventure

unharmed while the gang was always casbght.
#3imply a matter of knowing how to take pre=
cautionary measures," said Doc. And you know,
so0el believed every womrd of it.

(vo s8¢ coarinuas)

Y KENNY BAKER®

: ARMSTRONG
The ali-
American
boy

PORILAND HOFFAR,
AL GOODMAN'S
ORCHESTRA,
THE MIGRTY ALLEN
ART PLAVERS
MY WALLINGION

&/ Counterspy 7130 p.m.
{1 Carnegie Hall 8 p.m.
" Amaerioan
Town

Meeting .
\

you off to bed with a creaking doow. And that §

ANNE BAXTER and
DAN DAILEY

starin "'You're My Everything”’

SCREEN GUILD THEATRE ° '[onight e 9:00

7& ANOTHER ALL-STAR NIGHT ON WHAM!
7:00 LIGHT-UP TIME 8:30 ROBERT YOUNG

Starring  Frank  Sinatra Star of the comedy

; “Father Knows Best.”
and Dorothy Kirsten with
; 4 ; 9:30 ED GARDNER
a fine program of popular

As “Archie” in the
music. Tonight and every pgpulm- Duﬂys Tav-

weekday -at 7. Tune in! ern,

Guest on Perry Como's
Chesterfield Supper
Roches a;r/’v No. 1 Station
174750 :

Club. Her first radio
appearance  in 12
’ years!
10:30 DRAGNET
Exciting police dramal

y
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by Vernon Bl

From 1930 to 1935, all of the musicians
were becoming better known although the pub-.
lic had very little chance to see them in
the extravagant supper clubs & hotels. Orch=
estra leaders such as Paul Whiteman , Ben
Pollack, Ted Lewis, Jean GoldKette, ( A man
with a girl®s first name ) Gus Arnheim, Ben
B;Irnie, Rudy Vallee & so many more were work-
ing 'these plush spots throughout the country,
& employing all of the men who would event-
ually be leading their groups or becoming
big stars within their own griups during the
Big Band era. In fact, Whiteman had been
leading an orchestra since 1918 & his alum=
nus reads like a who's=who in the music bus=-
iness.

Ray Noble really had an all star band
that was assembled for him by Glenn Miller
when he-arrived from England in 1934. Names
such as Bradley, Spivak, Erwin , Van Epps,
Mince, Thornhill, Miller, &% Fyeeman were
Jjust a few of his musicans that showed the

© ALLANY....
*MEMDD!BILIA

! MANOR

Greetings Gates!!! ...Here I am again
down from the attic ( please pardon my dust )
with another old ad, this one is from June
1925, and may be the first "portable" radio
offered for sale.

«+."38 pounds with the batteries, radio-
trons ( tubes ), loudspeaker, and antenns in-
side it. And it was also very reasonable;
Just $195.00, However then, as now, the batt~
eries were not included. Excuse me now, as I
go back to the attic to search for some more
memoribilia for ouxr next issue. This is your

loyal, if slightly grimy, "Keeper Of The Arc-

,hives'.‘ Allan H, Caplan.

( P.S.s Just for the fun of it, and if any of

you buffs have the nerve, why not clip out the

information coupon and send it to RCA "for
more details on the electronic tumer”. )

. 5

calibre of talent available to all of the
leaders priop to 1935.

Benny Goodman had created a name for
himself as a studio musician, rather than
a leader during the late 20°s & had a band
prior to 1935, but drew very few rave noti-
ces.

Guy Lombardo & his 3 brothers came
from London, Onterio Canada, formed the
Royal Canadian Orchestra in the early 20°s,
came to America , took the country by storm,
& finnaly setled at the Roosevelt Grill in
New York City.

The borsey Brothers started their
own band in 1934, which lasted a year &
were attracting some of the younger set to
their dance music.

To say that America was ripe for the
advent of the Big Swing Bands is putting it
mildly. During those depression days it was
like a prescription for a sick patient.

i D s pioLa
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879 SUPER-HETERODYNE

- PORTABLE

CE'omodelaRadioiaZ}am. Radiola 26.

‘Take itwith you—anywhere! And just runeir Thelaud

" speaker is buil n.n.y;hmssd!::uomlbopmfle .
Ie cover and the barteries go inside the back. Ir'sall *
complete. The Radiolz Super-Heterodrneneedsnoan-
tenna, no ground 0o cannecnons of 2 t any kind, md u
bringe in

«  'The Radiola Super-Heterodyne is the popular set of

the year—for mj:qmty_mdyn for b:gpo performance.
Itis r.heutofd\cfumne,too. And now it is entirely
portable—all closed up in & suitcase or a wn.Luut box
—ready to put rew joy into every summer
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Toie v ol zabeg B
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small baceries,
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PRODUCED ONLY BY RCA %_ﬁ

Time & space does not permit me to list
all of the swing bamds from 1934-1935, So
when we get together in September we will
endeavor to tell you about the "King of
Swing, * Benny Goodman, as we turn another
page from the Big Band Scrapbook.

REMINDER: THOSE OF YOU WHO'S DUES ARE
DUE THIS MONTH....DON'T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR
MEMEERSHIP BEFORE THE DEADLINE....OR THIS

'WILL BE YOUR IAST ISSUE OF “ON THE AIR."
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DFRDSONALITY
-DROFILE-

The 04 ¢

( Part o) g(fzﬁ s

the sponsors of radio shows had been manu-
factures of radio sets because advertisers
had figured that radios were the only thing
you could sell on radio. But Amos °‘n Andy
proved otherwise.

The mere fact that Gosden and Correll
were white men might have been born after
WW II & those few fanatics that grew up
with the cival rights movement that assumed
that Amos 'n Andy was hated by all Blacks
was totally untrue. There was indeed some
objection as early as 1931, when their show
was charged in effect as being racist. But
it wasn't until 1953 when Amos °*n Andy went
to TV and had Black performers playing the
roles, that the NAACP drove it off the air,
never to return again-not even in re-runs.
Why was it, then, there never was any wide~-
spread protest against the radio pregzem?
One reason is that the radio vemsionm of
Amos °n Andy was done by whites,while the
TV version was done by Black performers
who were placed in a position of playing
stereotyped Blacks, and who could be seen
rather than merely heard.

In the days of Amos °n Andy, much of
American comedy was ethnic. Smith & Dale
and Lou Holtz did nothing but ethnic jokes
in exaggerated German & Jewish dialects.
Nobody, including the B'Nai Brith seemed im
the least to mind, so when Gosden & Correll
414 come on the scere doing Negro dialect
. comedy, the Blacks were no more offended
than the Jews of Germans were by LOu Holtz
and Smith & Dale. One very important thing
you must remember. At that time, making fun
of ethnic groups, with their patterns of
speech & behavior was then a tradition of
American humoreeeee

(To be continued)

Before Amos 'n Andy came along, most of |

'BEGINNING NEXT ISSUE: 2 new writers will be

Dana Daffin will begin a new colimn: "OTR

Radio Tid Bits", and we will revive the very

famous "Will Rogers Sez” column that was very
popular during the Golden Days of Radio.

added to our staff with the Sept. Oct. edition.

Jqore .

OnThe Air ln Balllimore. »

with the ALAE‘;:HR:SHANSHOW

.0n March 5, 1981, my wife & I drove
to Baltimore with a briefcase full of notes
on science fiction. Not knowing what to ex
pect in a radio talk show, where the audi-
ence can call in & ask anything, I wanted
to be prepared. We were met by Mr. Christ-
ian in the WBAL lobby when we arrived half
an hour early & for about 20 minutes Mr.
Christian & I discussed my writing & book.
(which evidently appealed to whoever lifted
the promotional copy & sent it to Mr. Christ-
ian.) I discovered that he is a science fic«:
tion fan & well-read in the field & quite
current on a number of scientific topics. I
was soon to see that he does his whole show
with just a book of announcements, a clock
a telephone & few buttons to call in tapes
of outside announcers. The rest he handles
unaided=--a true professional.

The show started off at 9:00 P.M.

& I was "on the air®. With calls coming in
we were soon discussing scientific technology
that I became too busy to worry about my in-
itial "mike fright". We discussed a persis-
tant interest in flying saucers & in the
question "Do you think there is intelligent
life out there?" All too soon it was 10:00
PM. & I was off the air but the radio ex-
oerience was not over. As my wife & I were
walking toward our car, a woman called out,
"Are you the author who was just on the
radio?® When I said yes she asked me for my
autograph! I am pleased that the public is
still excited about space travel--it bodes
well for the future of the human race.

About a week after my appearance,

Mr. Alfred E. Burke, Vice President-General
Manager for WBAL Radio wrote thanking me
for appearing on the Alan Christian Show.
He ended by writing: "It was one of the most
interesting & enjoyable programs we have had
this year," One final note. I discovered
while at the studio that Owens Pomeroy had
informed Alan Christian about my novel, thus
setting me up for this "radio adventure®.
Thank you, Owens Pomeroy? '
(Glad that I was able to help you in your
endeavors. Only wish that I could have done
Ed.) :




AN
AFFECTIONATE
LeOK
AT THE

mOvle
SERIALS

b
Dave Syteven'son
One of the most popular programs of
the 1940°s was Captain Midnight. In 1942,
Columbia Picture decided to cash in on the
popularity of the show by lensing Captain
Midnight, a 15 episode adventure starring
Dave O'Brien in the title role. Another
charecter from radio that made it to the
serials was the Green Hornet (Columbiz,1939)
The role of Britt Reid, fell to Gor-
don Jones, while the role of Kato was play-
ed by Charlie Chan's number one son, Keye
Luke. Incedently, Al Hodge, the radio
Green Hornmet supplied the voice for the
masked Hornet in the film! "Who knows what
evil lurkes in the heart. of men? The Shadow
knows!" The Shadow arrived on the scene via

Columbia, in 1940, the same year as The Gr-
een Hornet. But I am sorry to say the serial
was a sad let-down for fans of the invisable
"avenger. Instead of the invisible charecter,
the audience got an amateur detective who

ran around in broad daylight in a black cos=|

tume, complete with cape & mask. One radio
hero that did make out fairly well in the
serials was The Lone Ranger, along with his
horse Silver, & his faithful Indian compan=-
ion Tonto, played by Lee Powell, Tarzan,
(Buck Jones® horse) & Cheif Thundercloud.

'Republic Pictures brought the charecters |
to the screen in 1938 in a 15 chapter serial.

Well, that's it. I certainly hope that

I have sparked some flames of nostalgia in

you for those "good old days of five cent
cokes, Philco radios & Saturday aftermoon

matinees. The serials were a part of my = .- ' \
youth that I will never forget. I can remem~j

of Superman of trekimg through the jungle’
with Jung]a Jlm

Most of the serials that I saw were re-isse
ues during the mid~fifties in an attempt td [

get the kids away from the television set.
It sure worked for me....how about you?

The End
Dave Stevenson.

=\ WHAT'S

) HAPPENING
| on
5’ _ DADIO

WEEKDAYS: WITH-AM ( 1230 KHZ )

Music of Your Lifes Top vocal-
ists & songs of the Big Band era. A wel=
comed addition to our listings.

WBAL=AM ( 1090 KHZ )

Jay Grayson Show: Noon till 3:00 P.M.
Alan Christian Show: 9:00 P.M. - Midnight.
HAMU-FM ( 88.5 MHZ )
Play It Again, Ed; Big Band Music with your
host, B Walker. ( MON. 12330 PM., & FRI.
12:45 PM. )
WEAM AM ( Arlington. VA. )
244 Hours of Big Band Music with Al Ross..
L e e T T T ey e
SATURDAY: © WRBS=FM ( 95.1 MHZ )
Ranger Bill ( Kid Show ) 10300°'A ™,
Unshakleds ( Religious Drama ) 6:00 P.M.

' MCYT-FM ( 89.7 MHZ )
The Import Show.: with Dave Stevenson.
4:00 P.M.
B i T ST
SUNDAY WCBM-AM ( 680 KHZ )
Insight: with Eddie Fenton. 7:30 A .M.
' HBJC-FM (91.5 MHZ )
Star Warss ( NPR Theatre ) 6:00 P.M,
Sounds Like Yesterdays 7:00 P.M,
AMU-FM ( 88.5 MHZ )
Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar: 7:30 P.M.
Life Of Rileys 8:00 P.M,
Cavalcade Of America: 8:30 P.M.
Rogers Of The Gazette: 9:30 P.M.
Recollectionss 9:30 P.M.
Great Gildersleaves 10230 P.M.
( Washington D.C. )

B\ taken over by Jim Davis that station's pro-

i g‘am diregtor. ... Welcome back, Jack?®!




38. "Hear It il

PDUZZLE DAGE: |4 s ods s mato (1mt.)
by CR.Outey -

*
g
¥ %
7
o
* il
&«
&
&
&
€@
3%k *
] o CONTEST
ok ! FREE RADIO PROGRAMS
: Who is in the picture above? The earliest correct answer
: wins @ FREE Radio Programs. Winner and Answer to
. .- be listed in the next issue. '
14, Played ‘"Boston Blackie" (Pictured ) : —
8. Fury®s Dad. i THE EARLIEST POSTMARK WINS
10. The late’ H/s Matthews, to her friends. ‘ . )
13. "The Hall's of § - ¥ 2 N X X J
., " o) 11; % ) i ¥
%, cﬁﬁyﬁzﬂgyg‘;’{::—(z—mgfﬁ Address all entries to: OTR PHOTO CONTEST,
| 17. Tommy Dorsey hit of the 40°s *® One" ¢/0 EDITOR; ON THE AIR, 3613 CHESTNUT AVE.
118, West coast OTR Show, "Antique ___".

19. Roosevelt era employment plan. (2 words) BALTIMORE MD., 21211,

(20. The "Dynamic A

,g‘ : r:frs Noﬁhu;;izt;;n{egzs e All entries must be pottmarked no later
24, "You __ Your Life", than midnight, august 15th, 1981.
25. Hugh Wanke theme, "Sunny ___ of the Street
22;7. wT:;dt;’w :;;e :nse o e b No winner to our contest again this
30. Bobby ____, boy singer on radio. ~ month. What? no Soap Opera Fans in the 1
22 gigaga:dviﬁigt‘:fngg ig:lzo Jones . club? Well, our contest lady for this
35- AfFirmative answer for Don Winslow. month was none other than Julie Stevens,
L WL TG e
43, "The sweetest music this side of heavan" Our contest entiir for this issue is really
nﬁwn ‘ quite easy. He had many “problems™. If he

- - were living today, & his show was still on

2. Comedy quiz show. ( 4 words )
3. Mr. Warbucks, to Annie. the air,more than likely he would be con-

2' me giurge;i 3{&:““' sidered a masculene "Dear Abby."

%, OTR "Soaper” (3 words )

9. OTR writer/producer. ( 2 words )

10. OTR Anmoumecr, (Int. )

11 (Due to printing error, there is no
clue for this one. Bd. )

12. Early sponsor of The Lone Ranger.

15, . Steel Hour. ( Int. ) i

17. Our kind of radio. MARION

22. Mike Clancey®s Boss. ( 2 words ) : g JORDAN |

25 Auvgust, of Box 13. i .

28. Mr. Wilson or Mr. McNeill.

-30. Leslie Towns Hope, alius . ; v B L. : ]
31, Played Sammy on the Goldbergs. ol HQEN
32, That Tune". : "m“lllrilaumﬂ

34. Mr. Carney’s n»iﬂéi of G .-anlm

o BN IS n
VJEIEBEI.BEB 77&!!!3!3'7

BOULITION? r1AY - JUNE

36 ___Pearce, played Elmer Blurt,
3? Flayed 25 down. i




RE=CORD.y,
YOULS.

Gey “Peavers

A few columns back, we mentioned that
an old friend & former colleague Craig Stone,
had returned to the WAYE airwaves. Well, come
to find out = it WAS Craig Stone - but pot
the one I worked with..(he is no longer in

- broadcasting) this was another announcer en-

tirelyl.....Getting back to Waye, they have
recently dropped their Big Band format, in
favor of all = religious programming; and Jay
Grayson is no longer dispensing those Big Band
sounds over WBAL. However over in Washington,
D.LC., Ed Walker has added a Saturday show ;

(WMAL, 2 = 7) in addition to his Sunday morm- |

ing chores at the same station, & his weekday
Bessions over at WAMU - FM. Rick Coleman, who
hosts the "Make Believe Ballroom" segment of
"Vintage U.S.A." each Saturday over that sta-
tion, is now offering a half-hour each week
of "Goodman Til Midnight,” Saturdays at 11:30.
And Rick hosts a Sunday evening show at Wash-
ington'’s full-time Big Band Station, WEAM,
where former WBAL wake=up man Al Ross does the
morning show. Glad to have Al back on the air,
his first regular stint since his retirement
as your "timekeeper" on WRC-NBC for so many
years. .....Before we go further let's extend
birthday greetings to radio's original “sun-
shine sweetheart ‘of the air" -~ Gladys Beck,.
who celebrated June 9th. Gladys, of course,
goes back to the original Uncle Jack®s Kiddie
Klube.o...Next time we'd like to reminisce
about the principal labels that were on the
market when we first got into record collect-
ing = in the mid - thirties. In Baltimore; in
these days the leading music stores all seemed
rartial to the name of "Fred"...there was Fred
Hammen, Fred Walker, & G. Fred Kranz.....But
like I said that is another column. Until
theneees.

RE=-CORDially Yours,

Guy Travers.

Y HAROR LIGHTS MUSIC FESTIVAL......
Carmen Cavellaro & The Glenn Miller Orch~
estra, on July 22nd. Tony Bemmett on July

2lth. George Shering on Aug. 5th.

' The Inner Harbor Pier 6 Concert
Pavillion. Call: 539- 5993 for ticket in=—
) fomatiqn.

4-‘ A e

ROSA PONSELIE: Died May25, '81

After a long illness, Rosa Pon-
selle, fomous Opera Star & radio personality,
died at her home, Villas Pace® in Baltimore.
M/s Ponselle starred for many years on radio
on The Metropolitan Opera b/ca.sts, & On the
Chicago Theatre of the Air. She made many
guest appearances on the Firestone Houry &

. was selected by Enrico Carouso to sing oppos.

site him in his American debut at the Met in
the early Twenties. M/s Ponselle was 84 years
young. at the time of her death.

R DT TR

ORGE JESSEL

GEORGE JESSEL: Died May 24, 81

Entertainer, producer, singer,
& radio personality, George Jessel died sudd-
enly in a Los Angelles Hospital after suffering
a heart attack a week before he died. Mr. Jes~
sel was one of the pioneers of the entertain-
ment world during it's "golden era". He made
many guest appearances on numerous radio var-
iety shows. In later years he became famous as
an after-dinner speaker. "The Toastmaster Gen-
eral of the United States" was 83 years young
at the time of his death.
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First time offer to our club members. Complete Leg of Lux Radio
Theatre ‘Sept. 27, 1934 - June 7, 1955. This Log lists every b/cast of ILux Radio

FOR_GRB MEMBERS s

é

s Theatre dumng it's 21 year history on radio. This is a must for Lux Radio Fans to

\ ,.\f"upda’ce your collection & check dates of b/casts. To receive your copy, send a SASE

(1etter size; 8% * 11) to: LUX RADIO LOG
c/o ON THE AIR
3613 Chestnut Avenue
Baltimore, Md., 21211

& ADDRESS TO: MEMOREX RECORDING CLUB, P.0.BOX MRC, HAIF MOON BAY, CALIFORNIA 94019.

JOIN THE MEMOREX RECORDING CELUB%YY L

FOR $1.00 ANNUAL FEES YOU'LL RECEIVE: INTRODUC-
TORY GIFT, MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATE, QUARTLY NEWSLETTER ABOUT TAPING,OTHER MEMBERS
HELPFUL HINTS, & NEW PRODUCTS . FOR MEMBERSHIP SEND $1,00 CHECK OR MONEY & YOUR NAME

o




P

\VDIL IN No.2 MA\ID‘C!I‘I -A\IDID 981 ¢

g\"OQ%~ |

A}
(€)1980 GRB of Mp.INC.

PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY by the GOLDEN RADIO BUFFS OF MARYLAND, INC.

GONE., BUT NOT
IF'DID‘G‘DWT[ N

NHE

COLDERN
PCE OF




*ON THE AIR"

©19806A8 of Md. Inc.
‘A PUBLICATION OF THE GOLDEN RADIO BUFFS OF MARYLAND,INC.FOUNDED 1972

3613 CHESTNUT AVE. .
BALTINORE, MD.,21211

i
—++++ EDITORIAL STAFF =+

EDITOR: OWENS POMEROY

WRITERS: GENE LEITNER, GUY TRAVERS, VERNON BELT, ALLAN CAPLAN, RAE DEO,
PHIL COILE, DAVE STEVENSON,O.L.POMEROY, And guest editors,RAY
STANICH & GARY BENNETT.

TYPIST: SUSAN WRIGHTSON

GRAPHICS & LAYOUT: OWENS POMEROY

PRINTING: "THREE-TEN GRAPHICS,Ltd."

<IN THIS ISSUE:

"~ PAGE

EDITORIAL :"AN OVERRIDING DEVOTION TO RADIO NOSTALGIA.".esceoosesacses 1
AIRWAVES/MEMBERSHIP & CLUB NOTES: by GENE:ceecescoosocoococoonosnascns 2
RE-CORDially YOURS, :(News of the Big Band era) by GUY TRAVERS........10
MY FAVORITE RADIO PROGRAM: by GARY BENNETT.c:coceoccccccsccocoosoncsse 5
YESTERDAYS RADIO LOGS(Vintage Radio AdS)teececscccosscsscosssancocans
BACKSTAGE IN BROADCASTING: by RAE DEO.cccccccsosccocscosssscsossonaosse
THE BIG BAND SCRAPBOOK(History of the Big Bands): by VERNON BELT.....
PERSONALITY PROFILE(Amos'n Andy): by O.L.P. ccvcecovoocrcosoosnonncocns
PUZZLE PAGE/PHOTO CONTEST: by PHIL GOIZ S 6 50000060000 00000000000006066 0l
MEMORIBILIA MANOR: by ALLAN CAPLAN. :.cceocesvsssocssoscsnsscoasasossce
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 3¢ s s oeie s ais ansscossssosiossssnsssesnsossenssosonicsas
THE SILENT MICROPHONE (Obituaries)f..ceeeeesccescercvooasssonacnsnasas
WHAT 'S HAPPENING ON RADIO?(Baltimore,Wash.,D.C. & Vicinty)..eeoeoeone
FU MANCHU ON RADIO(The COLLIER HOUR & Other shows)by RAY STANICH.....
AN AFFECTIONATE LOOK AT THE MOVIE SERIALS:. by DAVE STEVENSON...c.ccoco.
RADIO,AS RADIO USED TO BE;"Plucking Memory Strings.” by Owens........
‘ THE GOLDEN RADIO BOOKSHELF: by C.O.LUMBIA.:cccecosooocesoccasssssacesll
. NOTES FROM THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS...ccoccsccosssccosscssssascscnnssane 9
' "VAMP TILL READY."(An OTR short story,especially written for ON THE
AIR.)bhy O.L.POMEROY.:+vecesesoscosssccscossscccsace 7

W OV O - & 00N0 ONE

We wish to thank the following people, organizations, & ‘publications for
contributing material and articles appearing in this issue of ON THE AIR. Gary
L. Bennett, Ray Stanich, Radio Scripts, Ltd., London England, Variety, The Sun-f"

- papers, The News-American, The Idaho Statesman, Radio Guide (1932), The Chicago |
Tribune, Radio station WRBS and the Christian Broadcasting Network.

.CLASSIFIED.

" RARE_RADIO SCRIPTS: Through special arrangement with "RADIO SCRIPTS,Ltd.,
of London,England, we can now offer our members rare radio scripts never
before in circulation:(:) Mercury Theatre of the Air Production; "Ten Little
Indians." 10/23/'38. Gangbusters ; "The Eddie Doll Case."(Complete with
commercials and nationwide clues.) 5/15/'42. The Shadow; "the House That
3 L ] 2 ] el e s U Mo e s W - e S O
Death Built.*® (W/Commercials) 6/5/'47.€)  warr mo. "crAsSIFIED"
$3.00>6a, Postage & handling: .30 e C/0 ON THE AIR
o o i iy : 3613 Chestnut Ave. .
Baltimore.'ygf 212117

ON THE AIR is the bi-monthly publication of the Golden Radio Buffs of Md.,
Tne. A1l articles & graphics,except where indicated are (¢) 1980 by the Golden
Radio Buffs of Md.,Inc. All other rights are hereby assigned back to the con-
tributors. Comments, contributions, & inquires should be sent to the Editor c/o
this newsletter, 3613 Chestnut Ave., Baltimore, Md. 21211. Membership renewals
should be sent to Gene Leitner, 7506 Iroquois Ave., Baltimore, Md., 21219,
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AN OVERRIDING DEVOTIONTO..
EADIO NOSTALCGIA

>

Building a private collection
without the sanction of the networks,
requires equal measures of detective
work & diplomacy. Above all, one musti
posses an overriding devotion to radio
nostalgia. I have a genuine reverence
-for it, and I always will. Radio was
beautiful while it lasted. Some of the
better shows like Columbia Workshop &
Suspense approached the abtistic level
of major contemporary litature.

Few radio buffs bother to .
keep transcriptions; they are cumber-
some and extremly brittle. It is sasi-:
er to tape them and pass them on to
someone else, These acetates pop up in
all sorts of odd places, even the Sal-
vation Army gets them sometimes, tho
(pardon the pun) God only knows how.

The easiest shows to aquire, are the
syndicated ones, that were pre-record-.
ed and sent to perhaps 150 stations
that would air them when they wished.
This gives you 150 chances to find
them. When a show came off the network
feed, you only have the single source.

Advertising agencies some-
times have old recordings, altho this
is fairly rare. An exceptiom to this
theory is Needham Harper & Steers with'
a substancial backlog of Johnson Wax
programe like Fibber Mcgee & Mollie &
The Great Gildersleeve in: it!s west
coast office, Roma Wines has a library
of Suspense shows & the Johnson's Wax
plant in Racine, Wis. recently unearth-
ed Fibber McGee shows gging back to . -
1941.

The most valuable source of
shows, however is also the most scat-
tered--Goodman Ace; 2,000 discs stack-.
ed away in an alcove of his New York
apartment-- Freeman Cosden; 500 Amos
'‘n' Andy shows--  Carlton k. Merse,
Phillips H. Iord, & George Burns all
have hugg supplies. As broadcasting
facilitiés go, 01ld radio studlos wene
not impressive. They were merély sound-
proofed rooms surrounded on two sides
by glass-enclosed booths. ' Ilong agd,
their lights were switched off, the
electric current died, and the urcro= i
phones grew.cold. But the words once ut
uttered there made a generation of
Americans tremble,laugh,cry, and re-
joice--and now,it seems the words will
not die. All you need is the time,a
little money,& amoverriding devotion
to Radio Nostalgila!

Dec,28, '80

Dear Owens,

Just & quick note to send
a seasons greetings to the headquarters
staff back there in Baltimore.

Wwe have a local station out here_that
plays & full schedule of radio enter-
tainment programming. (KBFK Newstalk
15) Thought you may be interested in
it for "On The Air." (Iook for it in
our next issue.Ed.) I've traveled
about everywhere In this country,and
this is the most complete evening of
broadcasting I have seen oD 8 regular
basis. One drawback, tho, is a gene-
rally poor attitude toward the shows
by the station announcers. 3

However, it is a great format, and
they are introducing & lot of people
to 01d Time Radio! Thank you all
for the work you are doing in this
field, and best of the Christmas
holidays and & better New Year.

capt. J.Ho(Jim)abbit ..
U.S.Alir Force,
Travis AFB,Ca.

Balance és-of
Membership renewal8.ceeses 34.00

ponation t6 club (AARP)ee. 360.00
" Total income:Nov.DecC......$350,31

12/31/80...$216.31

Expences:Newsletter 200

copies,8 pages-2 sides.,.% 69.00
POBLOEE S sisls o o600 saisiinw srass. 3000
Total expences:1/1/81...$ 99,00
Ccurrent b8lanceeecee..oso%251.31

Respectivley submitted;
. Gene Ileitner,
. Membershi reesurer

Change of address:
The World of Yesterday

13759 60th Street-N.
Clearwater, Florida,33520.




lgy Gene

To all club members who wish to con-
tact me,my new address and phone number
is as follews:
Gene leitner,
7506 Iriquois Avenue,
Beltimore, Md.,21219
(301) 388-1976

(This is also the new phone number for
our Newsletter "Hotline.")

PIEASE FOST AND SAVE FOR FUTURE

»MEMBERSHIP and CLUB NOTES *

REFERENCE .
CIUB MEETINGS FOR THE COMING YEAR.

2=

I have quite a few "thank-yous"
to send out this issue, so I will
start off by saying thank you to Miss
Frances DuVal for being such a wonder-
ful guest speaker at our Jan. meeting.
ceesset0 Ollie Brauer for the donation
of the vintage microphone...to Owens
for the donation of the Roosevelt era
memoribilia...to Francis Werneth for
the vintage DeSoto commercials played
at our last meeting....and last but by
no means least, a very special thanks
to Aldine Bird for sending us the
China plate comemmorating the 25th
Anniversary of One man's Family.....
We will be on the Allen Christian
show for two Saturday nights with a
history of the Children's shows from
1930 to 1955..more on this next issue.
eeseess.The new official mailing add-
ress of the club is: GRB of Md., Inc.
¢/o Gene Leitner,7506 Iroquois Avenue,
Baltimore, Md. 21219. Please address
. all membership,& P.R. inquiries to
this address.Newsletter info.must be

addressed to our Editor.....Our guest -

speaker for the March meeting will be
Gladys Beck, former star of Uncle
Jack"s Kiddie Club. Food will be "br-
ing along something to share! ....We
will be doing one of "01ld-Time Radio
Road Shows" at the BVRC meeting, Mar.
14th. at the Belvedere Hotel.

WANTED. TAPES TO RE-VAMP OUR TAPE

In order to do this we
need all the help we can get from you,
our membership. (Attention station man-
agers/directors/owners/engineers & on-
air personalities. ) We will be needing
donations of tape (open reel), any len-
gth (1200/1800/2400/0or 3600 ft. ) any
thickness.( & M/ 1 M/ or 14 M ) Also
empty reels and boxes. ( 7"5 We want to
give you clean, good quality programs,
and your help is desperatly needed, &
it will be greatly appreciated.

Please contact: Gerald Michael, 282-

6057, Allan Caplan, 655-9475 or Gene
Leitner, 388-1976 if you have any tape
donations of blank tape (new or used
for our "new" library.....Until we

meet again, another time, another issue,

I bid you Au Revoir, and pleasant mem-
ories.

Gene.

Jto Gene leitner,7506 Iroquois Avenue,

Merch 21st.

‘ May 16th,
July 18th.
Sept. 19th.
Oct.(Banquet)
Nov. lithe.

NEW IIBRARIAN,

Members who wish to secure tapes
from our open-reel library can do -so
by contacting:

Jerry L. Michael
1905 Eastfield Road
Baltimore Md. 21222
(301) 282-6057

Want to give the perfect gift to
someone who has everything? Then why
not give a gift of a year's membership
in the CGolden Radio Buffs of Md.,Inc.
to a friend or relative? For furthur
informstion,& an application form,write

Baltimore, Md., 21219,

UEF T ING?
Mar.21,1981-7:30PM. St Mathias Hal
6400 Belair Rel[next to Dunkir Donuts]
1mi.S.of BAwayExit-32 onBelairRd Rt

LightedParking Lot-Ground Level-NoSteps

MTA-Bus(15) drops you at the door.

GCUEST
SPEAKER
Beck
Star of "UNCLE JACK'S KIDDIE CLUB'
aleo N
PREMIUM NIGHT

DISCUSSION £ DISPLAYTS 0f RADIO PREMIUMS.
BRING YOUR OWN REFRESHMENTS TO SHARE.
WE WILL FURNISH CHIPS and DRINKS.




T

WHATS
HAPPENING

on .
* RADIO

SATURDAY: WRBS FM(95.1 MHZ) 10:A.N.
Ranger Bill(Kid Show)
Unshakled (Drama )6:00P .M.

WCVT FM(89.7 MHZ )4:00 P.M.
The Import Show; with Dave
Stevenson.
A2k A 3K o 3 A K 3R 3K K 3k 3 2 3K K K K 3 3 3 3K 3 3K K X K 3 K 3R 3% O % Kook ok
SUNDAY : WAYE (860KHZ ) 1:00P.M,
The Vintage Years; Music
& historical notes.

WCBM(68O0KHZ )7:30 A.M.
Insight; with Eddie Fenton

WRBS FM(95.1 MHZ)10:00 A .M
Unschaekled; (Religious Drams
repeat of Sat.show.)

WBJC FM(91.5 MHZ)6:00 P.M.
Sounds lLike Yesterday.

(Wash.D,C, )
WAMU FM(88.5 MHZ)

Yours Truly,Johnny Pollar
7:30 P.M.

Life of Riley.

8 200 ngi’n‘n

cava ldégde of Americsa.
8:30 P.M.

Roger® of the (azette
9:00 P.M.
Recollections.

9:30 P.M.

Great Gildersleave.
10:30 P.M,

26 2K 5 2 2k 3k K 3K 6 oK 3k % ok K K 2 ok 3 Ok e ok K ek kc 3k e ok 3k ke 3 S de e 3 ke sk
! - The Radio adaptation of the

Star Wars movie begins a thirteen

week run over the NPR network begin -
ning Sunday March 8th, 1981. In this
area it will be heard over WBJC-FM in
tBaltimore;at 6:00 P.M. In the Wash..
D.C, area it will debut on March 2néd.
at 11:00 P.M. over WAMU*FM (Monday)
with a repeat broadcast the following
Sunday at 12:00 noon. Broadcast in
istereo, it will feature from the orig-

Anthony Daniels(C3F0) Also featured
will be Brock Peters as Darth Vader.
The production includes new charec-
liters and events that did not appear in
‘the two movie productions. The series
.is being produced as a new weekly dra-
ima series entitled "NPR Playhouse."
24 2R 3 e e Ak 3 oK 3K ¥ o o e e ok ik k3 ok ok K ok k ok 3k ok ok K 3 3k 3k ok K

Another new series debuting
hat same week,also in stereo is "The
itchikers Gaide to the Galaxy.”

This series begins on Sat.Mar.9,
at 6:00 P.M, over WBJC-FM in Balto.
It Ts a comedy show from the BBC &
stars Eric Tdyle who gave us "Monty

<”mmuf§ﬁnm;

inal cast,Mark Hamill(Iuke Skywster) &

’IIZ?/Q‘;I[>|I"E5¢»¢'-» >' —7.'
AS DADIO
USED TOBE

Np— R
(X4

by Owens

(The following article is the intro~ .
duction to a new book about the Golden
Days of Radio called "The Other Side
of the Microphone; A Radio Buff Remem-
bers...The Golden Years",recently wri-

tten by yours truly.) |

Did you know that Charlie Chan,
Nero Wolfe, Perry Mason, Bulldog Drum-
mond, Inspector Queen & Commissioner
| Weston were all the same man? Or that
"Nrs. Wearybottom, Geraldine, 01ld Iady
| Wheeleduck, lady Van-de-Vere, Sis &
Mollie McGee were the same lady? You
would know if you belong to that grow-
ing '‘group of nostalgic fans who grew
up in the Golden Days of Radio & recap
ture those days with thousands of tapes
of the original programs. These radio
buffs can turn on their tape recorders:
and once again Iven Shark & his daugh-
ter Fury have captured Captain Midnight
and his young sidekick, Chuck Ramsey.
They reach for the Key-O-Matic Code-0
Graph to decode the special message °
from the Captain to all his Secret Squa
dron members., And those of us whose de
coders have not yet arrived must sit
and listen agony as the message 'is
spelled out number, by number, and we
can only guess at what those magic num-
bers might reveal. )

Captain Midnight is alive &nd
well, in hundreds of homes where his

programs are & part of growing tape 1lib-
raries collested by those of us who pre-
fer the entertainment offered by old-
time radio to what's available on tele-
vision today. Wwe close our and the ye-
ars roll away...back to a time when a

twist of the dial could send us wing..
on 1ntg;planetary adventures with Buck
Rogers or off to the T-M Bar ranch with
Tom Mix and his Ralston Straight Shoot-.
ers. Gilants ruled the airwaves in the
ose golden days. I firgt heard the |

Ione Ranger in.the early thirties & the
actor playing the part at that time was
Earle W.Graser. John Todd, a former Sh-
akespearean actor was the faithful In-
déian companion Tonto who nursed the ran-
ger backed to health after am ambush.
Remember when Tonto made a black mask -
out of the Ranger's vest and dubbed him
‘the Ione Ranger?..and when Tonto would
refer to him as "Kemo Sabe"?, meaning
§"Faithful Friend". That program like

Imany of the other great shows was broad-
icast. 1live for more than’ 20U ysars. But
| even though we knew that the horses .:
' hooves were merly coconut shells, & theé
gun shots were rat traps hitting an em-
Pty tin drum, they werm: far.more real to
us than the blood-spattered shoot-outs
of "The Godfather™ % "Bonnie & Clyde",

Python!s Flying Circus!

(To be continued)
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*RADIO
LOGS"

Don't try to enter this contest,
as the closing date for entries was
. Nov. 5th,1931 As you can see, the
. Johnson's Wax radio program for the
| 1931-1932 season was the Johnson Wax
Entertainers, featuring the Big Band
of Ted Weems and his vocalist, "The
Johnson's Wax Doll."

This program was on the air for
about 5 years before Johnson's Wax
assumed sponsorship of ft's most fam-
ous show "The Johnson's Wax Program,
Starring Fibber Mcgee & Mollie." -

Sponsorship was so important in the _ A GINWHHQI“MMS
early days of broadcasting that many BRINGS HIMTO Youl
show prizes bore the sponsors name. TON‘GHT!

This practice is, of course, almost THEY MUSSED

non-existant today. .o oAnd that 's the

Kggig.t.: was during the Golden Days of UP HIS HAIR m

************************************* |N B[]S]-ON 6’””?
Rocogniza him? It's Nonald MMs

O Conmor, - praced np for b

daate with Ginny Simms tonight,
$ OO R SI Show

Cineinnati,
young Univ
sl 10 shool the brocze on your
a\urm radio pmg am.

set ;(ur dnl for the

Ginny an{m, show tonight! WIBX .. 9:00 P. M.

This is WKBW night )
TELLO-TEST )2/29/47
; e v
! WKBW—6:15
] "Accent on Music" “le Nd”ﬂs /
- Bobl ichalsen o
' TS PoM, AwMovmg! |
| WKBW ec | | g ERIDAY;
5 FOR THE FUN-FILLED
8P. M. 8P. M. ‘| FAMILY FROLIC . « «
*THE AOVENTURES OF
TUNE IN! Johnson Wa M ¢ \
Ted Weems and the John wanthﬁl :Alnsle‘[l’l’g ‘(FAT MAN”.
“That Sensational Private Eye” %
Alsly 8P. M.
¢, e
R I | o AND

"

Here are but a few of the J.nterest-'
ing articles you will be reading in
the comimg months on these pages:

"Nick Carter, Radio, & Me." by Lon

e | HAL KEMP | /| P&V ™ TIE
"Another Look At English Radio; A :
Comparrison." by Mike Gerrad. l_l'l,lla Hﬂ fzhﬁfgrﬂ WIBX--8:30 P.M.
"The Higest Paid Performer In Radio 10 P.M., EDT—9 P.M., EST el l -
History; Will Rogers." by Rae Deo. : BS
i on the alr again for
These articles & many more can onlyf GRIFFIN SHOE POLISH

be found on the pages of ON THE AIR.




My Favorite Radio Program

-SPDACE  DATROL »

by Gary L. Bennett

I remember listening to Space
Patrol on the local ABC station when
it first began back in about 1950.

The early episodes delt with classic

space opera themes---space piracy and

' cops and robbers on a solar-system-

wide basis. Often the stories were
continued from one day to the next.

Eventually the series went to &
weekly Saturday format on both radio
and television(ABC radio 10:30 A.M.;
ABC TV 11:00 A.M.),

Space Patrol took place in the
30th. century. The Patrol itself had
its headguarters on Terra, a mandate
planet located between the orbits of
Earth and Mars. For political reasons,
this was also the capital of the Unit31
Planets of the Universe(a remsrkable
claim considering that in the early
years of the series, the Patrol stayed
within the solar system)--in fact the
€ommander-in-Chief of the Space Patrol,

Buzz Corey, achieved his early fame
by being the first man to fly to Pluto
and bring back soill from that frozen
world to help construct Terra.

The series was started by Willism
"Mike™ Moser,who got the idea while
flying Navy planes in the South Pacific
during WW II.(He had done other radio
and television scripts) He initially
wrote all of the Space Patrol scripts
but when the radio and subsequent tele-
vision scripts reached 82,000 words per
week he used three other wr1ﬁers. The
Ralston Purina company sponsared the
series(Nestle got involved in the tele-
vision series) and there was always an
advertisment for some premium such as
rocket ships, rocket cockpits, special
view scopes, etec.

The series was a bit dated tech-
nologically even by the standards of
1950, but it picked up when the Space
Patrol got the gravi-magnetiec power
drive known as star drive. Even the
scripts began to show some trend to-
ward si-fi sophistication before the
gseries died in the mid 1950's. The
television series was put into syndi-
cation under the title "Interplantary
Police.” The television audience re-
ported}y: numbered some Seven million’

Ipeople. Among the cast were:
Buzz Corgy-===-- Ed Kemmer
Happy==s=ss~esas Lyn Osbourne
Carol-c-cecenme=- Vir. Hewitt
Tonga===-==csw== Nina Barea

There werg,of course other si-fi
redio showsr which caught my fancy---
but on cer¥tn Saturday mornings, I .can
still hear the swoosh of a rocket tak-
ing off and the announcer crying:...

"Space Patrol! High adventure in the
wild,...vast reaches of space!..Miss-
ions of daring in the name of inter-
planetary justicel...Travel into the
future with Buzz Corey...Commander- in
Chief of the ...3pace Patrél!

Remember when the Collier Hour & NBC 5

Mystery Theatre, brought you.....

FU MANCHU onRadio
' by Ray Stanic’h '

The Collier Hour was first broad-
cast over the NBC Blue Network in 1927,
It was an hour -long program, heard on
Sunday evenings at 8:15 P.M. The pro=-
gram was divided into segments, each
dramatizing a story or serial install-
ment from the current issue of Collier:
Magazine.

In the Fu Manchu serialization,
the part of Fu Manchu was played by
Arthur Hughes(who was also the host-
Editor of the program)

In 1932 the CBS Network intro=-
duced their Fu Manchu series,with John
C. Daly taking over the role of Dr. Fu.

This was a series of 31 half-hour
programs, heard on Monday evenings at
8:4L5 P.M.
Sept. 26, 1932 , and the series lasted
until April 24,1935, At the enhd of the
premire episode, Sax Rohmer, the cre-
ator of the Fu Manchu stories, made one
of his rare appearances on radio. There
were introductory remarks, commerical
credits, and a talk by Sax Rohmer about
the first broadcast("The Zayat Kiss")
that was just aired, Partway through
the series, John C. Daly was replaced
by Harold Huber.

By 1939, still another and .
lengther radio series was produced and
sponsored by Collier's magazine, but was
called the NBC Mystery theatre. This
was a seriedg of 77 fifteen-minute epi-
sodes under the over-all title of "The
Shadow of Fu Manchu.® First broadcast
on Mondays, Wednesdays, & Fridays from
May 8, to Nov. 1, 1939, the series was
made available in transcription and re-
broadcast in various paerts of the coun-
try. The first 39 episodes are avail
able on tape, and have been circulating
among collectors for a number of years,

Additional eplsodes do exist, but it
is generaldlly agreed that all 77 epi .~
sodes have not been preserved.(Ed. note
we have all 77 episodes in our library.)

The adaptation i1s quite faithful
to the originel books,& are from 3 Fu
stories: #1-21 are from "The Insidious
Dr. Fu Manchu";#22-27 from "The Hand Of
Fu Manchu; and #28 -39 from "The Return

J0f Dbr, Fu Manchu."

Undoubtedly anconsiderable
amount of meterial remains to be un
covered concerning the Fu Manchu serial
on radio. The Nov. 1932 issue of Radio
Index contained@ an article on the pro-.
gram,.. The premire episode must have
been reviewed by Daily Variety and -
radio tr&# papers . And surely Chicago
newspapers carried articles about the
program and about Rohmer's visit to
that city.....This is Ample ground for
'future researchecese

e

¢

The premire broadcast was onj
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— AN i
AFFECTIONATE
LOOK

AT THE
moOvle
SERIALS |

by
7 Dave Steverison

In the mid- thirties, Republic
Pictures had somewhat unjustly earned
the title "Repulsive Pictures” and feit
by many people in the film community
that to work for Republic was a fate
worse than death. Quite to everyone's
-surprise, after they started producing
. serials in 1936, they perfected a scr-
een format that would not be matched
by any other studio, major or minor.

Much of Republic's serial suc-
cess must be attributed to three sup-
erb action directors, William Witney,
John English And Spencer Cordon Bennett

Each of these men knew how to keep
the action moving, This waes what a
serial was all about and this is what
they gave us. Whitney and English co-
directed 17 consecutive serial master~
pileces. Starting in 1937 with Zorro
Rides Again, the duo turned out in
succesion, The Ione Ranger, Fighting
Devil Dogs, Dick Tracy Returns, Hawk
of the Wilderness, The Ione Ranger
Rides again, Daredevils of the Red CGir-
cle, Dick Tracy's G-iken, Zomro's Fight-
ing Ispion, Drums.of Fu mareku, Adven-
tures of Hed Ryder, King of the Royal
Mounted, Mystericus Dr. Satan, The Ad-
ventures of Captain Marvel, Jungle Girl
Kingef the Texes Rangers, and finally, in
1941, bick Tracy vs. Crime, Inc.

The team split up in 1942 ,with

English going into B Western production,
However , Witney was able to continue
to turn out exciting work like Spy Smae
sher, Perils of Nyoka, G-Men vs. The
Black Dragon, and the Crimson Ghost.
With Spencer Bennett's arrival; that
great period of set drstruction that is
identified with Republic Serials began.
While eariler fight choregraphy was
good,it just did not equal the heights
obtained by Bennett. Working closely
with some of the best stunt men in the
world, including Tom Steele, Dale Van
Siclle, Eddie Parker and Dave Sharpe,
Bennett reduced huge, ornate sets into
rubble fight after fight. His very
first serial for Republic contains 3
fights in every one of the chapters of
Secret Service in Darkest Africa, made

than any other chapterplay in the his-

ory of tha movie serial! 1Imn 1947 Benn-
left Republic and joined Columbia pic-

tures. . .

(7o 8e conTinueb)

BACKSTAGE

In Broadcasting

in 1943...That has got to be more fights}

bry Raé Deo

DATELIINE: Oct.,1939.

: Be sure to hear Gillette's ex-
clusive broadcast of the World Series
day by day at 1:15 E,S.T. "Red™ 'Barber
Bob Elson, veteran sporte announcers,
will give you the running story...play
by play. Ang for the color and drama
such newspaper and radio celebritles as
Grant land Rice,Ilowell Thomas, Edwin C.
Hill, Gabriel Heatter & Stan lomax will
be at the mike. Gillette, manufactures
of the New Gillette "Tech™ Razor and
Gillette Blue Blades has spared no ex-
pense to make this series broadcast
the greatest sports event in the his-
tory of radio! Rembember...tune in
each day at 1:15 P.M. E.S5.T.

f*************************************

They can't keep a good man or
good gag down, so Milton Berle will
bounce back onto the airlanes this week
with a quiz show called "Stop Me If
You've Heard This One."(If I know Mil-
top, it will be "Try and Stop Ne!l")"A
board of Gag Busters™ will try to stop
him by providing the correct pay-off
lines to well-known gags posed by Berle

Regular board members will be Harry
Hirshfield, and Jay C. Flippin.A guest
comedian will sit with them.
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UPDATE: MARCH, 1981.

The latest item to cross this
reporters desk is the news thet the
Golden Kadio Buffs of Md.,Inc. has re-
cently acuired some very unusual memor-
ibilia from the Roosevelt years in the
White House, for their archives. Two
items of interest are a vintage 78 RPM

recording made by Roosevelt in the
White House radio broadcast room,of
notes for a speech. Also, the micro-
phone he used to record it.(This is an
interesting fact, because Roosevelt '
was the first President to use the med-
jum of radio broadcasting to it's full
. advantage during his long tenure in .
office,and became known as "The Radio
President.”) I am sure it will be a ..
‘most welcomed addition their already
priceless collection of Radio Artifacts

Iook for it on display at fukure

meetings and coming Banquet.

THIRTY .

Next newsletter deadline for all
articles,photos,ads & contest entries
will be April 15,'81 (May-June edition)

(ED. NOTE.) The Library 1listings wil
be published every other issue. .




YAMP, ..
L
IREAIDY by OLPomeroy

AN OTR SHORT STORY. WAITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR ON THE MR Y
CHAPTER 11 .

The star unnouncer of the Angel's

 Kiss Variety Program, and the giren .
' of Synccpation were engaged---but
wait! Soon to enter the scene to

form an unwanted triangle from Paris, -
France 1s Mile. Gabrielle la Rouge!
What will happen next? Iet us con-
tinue our story and. sée......

The announcer entered the room
and forced a smile for Mr. Ray "Buzz"
Theon,studioc manager for Consolidated
Broadcasting,who seemed to live entire-
1y surrounded by pushbuttons. From &

|l grille in the wall sifted the melodies.

4 of the Angel’'s Kiss orchestra but Mr.
Theon turned them off with a contemp-
tous click. "So she's at it again,eh?-
he complained. "Giving you a good old

i runaround,and thereby upsetting you,
not to mention me and our smooth ,org=-
anization. "Not' said Mr. Theon, "that

#I'm gcoing to claim the guff about be-~

® ing one big family----we're a lot

§ more congsnial than that,I hope. What

f do you propose to do about 1t22"

"Marry her, and as fast as I can’
8 "Spoken like an ameteur,"rebuked the ‘'u

dynamic Buzz. "Why rush? With my own .

eyes I've seen her trying to vamp every

| stray male in the studio, end now I
hear she's all quivery over that new
croomer at Palmer Broadcasting. But
it's all part of the game,Roger,and
your cue is to be indifferent.” "You
can't be indifferent to a girl like
Jewel”, said Roger. "I could,old sock,
In fact ,I could be real ref?ul with
antone who's worrying my prize announ-
cer. Anyhow, Roger you think it over.
She only wants to show her power--—--
there all like that---and I don't be-
lieve-she'd really try anything oscil-
lating.” "You mean osculating. No I'm
not afraid of her kissing anyone.™

"Sorry," said Mr. Theon. "Bad

habit I've got of ®sing the wrong words

at times,but it's no wonder living in
a menagerie like this. Brace up,now
put the freeze on Jewel,and she'll
tumble right into your lap,and if you
can't,then I'll do it for you, ole'
‘buddie.” Roger wished him luck in an
ambiguous voice,and it's echo returned
to plauge Mr. Theon two evenings later
when he confronted the unrepentent Jew-
§el. Buzz fought a losing battle. Jew-
el assured him thet although she was
completely overboard in love with Rog-
er ,her individualty must be preserved
at all costs, Part of that cost was
that a&fter their little "chat” Jewel
conned Buzz into taking her out to a

| large and expensive dinner.

’ By next midday he was once
’more the iron-jawed genius presiding
over & luncheon in the studio where
several new clients & artists had te

Vbe met and programs had to be discnss-7

ed for the coming season. Roger was
there of course.and after a whirl of
intraductions,Buzz Theon noticed that
he (Roger Jwas seated next to Madamois-
elle Grabrielle IaRougse’, grand opera
soprano ,who' was to. aid .iA making the
public concious of Slirpeasy Spaghetti

Mlle., laRouge'! was a large &
lusious blonde, with blue eyes like
saphires glistening in evening candle-
1ight, and the usual knack of paris-
ienne in making & man think that she
had just lived for nothing but the
purpose of meeting him. Grabrielle
managed to sit half on her chair and
half on Roger's while she prattled
eway of her forthcoming debut. From
the head of the table,Buzz Theon watch-
ed his best announcer with an awakened-
interest...Pérsonally the crafty Buzz:
had shied away from the frothy French-
woman,but now his gaze grew thought-
fuli €8 he- appraised hey,and his-.sxile’
widened to a positive leer when the ;
luncheon party filed into the corridox
just as Jewel Sheripgham was floating
into a rehersal yeem. In:that brief
moment the sultry brown eyes and the
saphire blue ones beamed at each othe
roguishlyeeeee i

(To be continued)

_Golden Radio Buff member, Gary L.Bennett, has
first Science- Fiction novel published.

"hs Star Sailors

- Gary Bennett

" Bennett, Gary L. The Star Sailors.

St. Martin's. Jul. 1980. c.384p. LC 79—27175
ISBN 0-312-75582-1. $12.95.

This exceptional first novel should be
considered by libraries that buy only a
few sf titles each year, as well as by
more extensive sf collections. Ben-
nett’s book, like Ursula K. Le Guin’s
best work, excels on every level. Char-
acterization is remarkable and essential
to the development of a complex and
intriguing plot that makes the van-
- quishing of galactic and intergalactic
evil a personal challenge for four repre-
sentatives of the Galactic Federation.
A courageous captain defies the bounds
set on space exploration and takes his
three-person crew to a devastated plan-
et, where one man discovers the fate of.
his father, another faces a crisis of
faith, and another must pit his strength
against those who once brutally
harmed his wife. Powerful, absorbing
. reading; highly recommended —RH

_(Be sure to reed Gary's fine article
on page 5 of this current issue.ED.)



PERSONALITY
-DROFILF-
The %mos wzﬁbtdgl.féaw

(Pamr one) .~ DY UL

Those of you who are either
too young to have heard "Amos 'n Andy®
on radio, or are so 0ld that your meme
ories have turned to the conslstancy
of eream of wheat, I would like to ex-
pidin that the show had to do with the
comic mis-adventures of a palr of yo-
ung black men who came North to Harlem
from rural Georgla, to make their for-

. tune in the taxicab business. As fate
would have it, they immediately fell
prey to George "Kingfish" Stevens,
who is the 'Kingfish' of a lodge known
as 'The Mystic Knights of the Sea'.

VMost of the episodes were com-
plete in 15 minutes,although they went
on'a week and sometimes even for seve-
ral weeks. The program's most famous
eplsode lasted (believe it or not) for
26 weeks in 1932.,and had the entire
nation on edge each evening to hear
the next turn of evemts in the 'Amos
'n Andy Breach of Premise Trial.' A
few years later there was another-one
just as exciting,when Amos was un just-
ly accused of murder, and was about to
be excecuted in the electric chair,
when he woke up, & all America learned,
mach to it's reiief,that the entire
episode was only a drean.

Freeman Gosden(Amos)&Charles
Correll(indy) wrote the show entirely
themselves,for the first six or seven.
seasons they were on the air. The
same early years the two men played
all the charecters heard on the show.

The voices of Kingfish,Liehtin', Pr:-.
$nce Ali-Bendow & Gabby Gibson, were
the creation of Gosden. Henry Van Por-
ter & Brother Crawford,were created by
Correll.
ing the course of their. entire carrer,
including minor char.cter roles, they
had been thevoices of over 550 differ-
ent charecters, and virtually all of
the charecters portrayed were blacks,
while Gosden & Correll were whitel

By 1932, the craze for listen-

ing to Amos 'n' 4ndy had grown so big
that department stores, restaurants,
and bars had put in radios so that th-
eir customers could listen to the pro=-
gram between Z:00 &7:15 P.M. Movie
theatres stopped their films at 7:00
o'clock, wheeled a radio onto the
stage, and tuned in Amos 'n' Andy for
those movie goers who otherwise would
have stayed home and listenedé. Pep-
sodent became interested in.this-Amoer
'‘n' Andy mania as well , and offered
Gosden & Correll their first network
contract. And so it was that on Aug.
19th, 1929 Amos °'N' Andy was heard by
the entire NBC Network proving that

sponsoring & popular radio ﬁhow could }

lead to the sale of toothpaste, soap |

£home in Florida this month. Together

They both estimated that durj

MR
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ANNE EISTNER MATTHEWS:

Fhvgotten

Radio actress,
starred in the title role of "Stells
Dallas for eighteen and one-half years.

We are truly saddend at the death
of one of the most beloved and respec-
ted leading ladies of radio. Mrs. Matt-
‘hews, known to all of us as Stells Dal-
las,died in Stocton N.J. on Jan. 30th.
She received the 1975 Golden Mike Award
presented to her by our club,and truly
became a friend of the Golden Radio |
Buffs of Md. Inc. We know that those
of us who met her on that occasion ané
got to know this wonderful woman,will
truly miss h:r. Our deepest sympathy to
her husband Jack and the members of her
family at this time. i

**************************************l

JIM CRIST:

Former WFBR morning man and
brother of fellow GRB member and Golden
Mike receipient ,Phil Crist,died at his

they hosted& one of the finest morning

radio shows in Baltimore called "Morn-

ing In Meryland® during the LO's & ear-
ly 50's. Up until the time of his ill-

ness 3 years ago he was working sctives
ly in the News Department of a Daytona
Beach radio station in Fla. Mr. Crist |
was 73 years old. We extend our deepest‘
sympathy to GHB member Phil and his |
family o - |

**************************************

MATTHEW " STYMIE® BEARD.
Foemer member |

of "™0ur Gang" from 1929-1935,died
'at the Ins Angeles County Medical Cen-
‘ter after suffering head injuries foll-
owing a stroke. In recent years Stymie
was the founder of "The Clubhouse®”, a
;ehablitation center for former drug
addicts. His passing leaves only 2 of
‘the original (1920's) "gang" left.
ickey Danfels,who is a construction
engineer in Saudis,Arebis and rotund
oe Cobb,a real estate broaker in Ios
ngeles. Stymie was 56 years old.
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BOBBY SHERWOOD:

Noted musician of the
Big Band era,died on Jen.23rd.,1981 e
victim of cancer. In the 1930's Mr.
Sherwood was the orchestre leader for
the Bing Erosby & Eddie Cantor radio
shows. He is bettsr known as the leed

cigarettes,coffee and leaxatives,

i sey” bands.Mr. Sherwood was 66 years ol

trumpet for the Artie Shaw & Jimmy Dor-

S




74 IBIG  IBAND
SCRAPBOOK

by Vonon Bl

As the year of 1900 ushered in the 20
Century,the music scene was just about
-the same as it was ten years before.
Popular music was coming from the tra-
veling stage as well as the songs of
Stephen Foster and others to be a part
of the American way of life. However,
a new type of tempo was teking place in
New Orleans that would change all pop-
ular music to this day.

There were a great many orphan
homes in the Cresant city. In order to
give these orphans an interest,a great
many were given brass instruments to
learn and soon they were playing in
street parades. A great many others
from their homes,took an interest in
-this type of music.

From then on it was gay New Or-
leans. For the least significant oc-
casion there would be music. There
was music for christinings, baptism,,
weddings, lakefront hayrides and adver-
tisments of business concerns. But
the most important outlet for this
music was the funeral procession.

To the cemetary,the band would go,
playing solemn hymns and Dolorous
marches,but after the burial on the
way back,the band would cut loose

and play the free and swingipg music,
often the same hymn# & marches played
so differently just a short time ago.
No written music,for they didn't know
what a plece of sheet music was. Just
six or seven pieces pounding it out,
all together, each in his own way &
yet somehow fitting it in the right
place.

Therze was one other way the music
of New Orleans could be heard,and that
was at the legal Red-Light district of
Storeyville. . 4ll these brothels em-
ployed musicians,and the most famous
Brothel of ‘them all was Iunlu White's
“"Mahoysny Hall.” (The Mahogony Hell
stomp is still played in most tradit-
ional group's books toikkis day.)

The music of New Orleans now had a name.
It was called "Jass" because of it's
Bordello connotation, It wasn't un-
til much later that it was changed
to "Jazz." Because of this connot-
ation ,very few of these musician's
work were recorded until after 1920.

The great men from New Orleans
who were a part of. this music from
the beginning reads like a Who's
who, Names such as KING OLIVER,
IOUIS ARMSTRONG,JELLY ROLL MORTON,
KID ORY, PAUL BARBARIN,SIDNEY BEC-
HET ,GEORG IEWIS,BUNK JOHNSON, BEN-
NIE MOTEN,KID RENA,0SCAR CEIESTIN,

JOENNY DODDS,KID AVERY BUDDY BO LDEN, Q

‘'sang with Joe Haymes and the Abe Iy-

AICIDE PAVAGRAU,PETER BOCAGE,JAMES
KOBINEON,CIARENCE WILLIAMS,JIMMY
NOONE,and the list goes on & on with
S0 many more too numerous that space
does not allow me to list.

In 1917 with the advent of the
first World War,the government closed
the Storyville district,and many of
the musiciand drifted north into eit-
ies 1ike Chicago & Kansas City. It
was also at this time that the white
men took a keen interest in this New
Orleans sound and began playing it.

When we get together for our Nay
issue,we will look at some of the tit-
les of this grest music and cover =a
period@ in the 1920's where.time and
music were wild. See you then when we
once again explore a page from the
Big Band Scrapbook,

Where ¢s ohe now?

If anyone knows the address of
dance band vocalist,Rose Blane,who

man dence bands of the 30's & Lo's,
please contact your editor,c/o this
newsletter. This request came all
the way from a Big Band Buff in Salem,
OGregon, and we would like to help him
out if we can. .

BOALD
_GCOVERNORS

BOARD OF GOVERNORS 1981-1982

Owens Pomeroy:Founder/Historian.
Gene isitner: -Founder/Membership |
) Treasurer. |
Fred Young:Co-Founder/President.
Alan Caplan:Co-Founder/Archives
= g - Casette Iibrarien.
NEW OFFICERS FOR THE COMING YEAR.
Christine Campbell:Recording Secty.
Refreshments.
Jerry L.Michael;Open Reel Librarian
Recording Engineer,
Bi-Monthly meetings. -

The Board of Governors would like
to thank Ernie Rethschulte for a
wonderful job serving as our treas-
urer & membership chairman for the
past several years. Ernie has asked
for a leave of absence due to 111
health. Get well soon,Ernie.

Our thanks also go to Ted
Grzymala,who has been serving as
our open-reel librarisn. Ted is
holding down two jobs at the present
time,and finds it impossible to
continue this club activity. Our
sincere pratitude to both of you.

We are in need of volunteers to
donate various varieties of "gondies"
for our bi-monthly meetings. Contact
Gene Ieltner, (382-1076)if you would
11lke tn help supply the refreshment
table for the up-coming meeting,




WE GOOFFED!!

| S

In our Jan.- Feb. issue, we ran an
0ld ad from our previously neglected
file for a research orginazition called
"Seekers®,c/o Mr. Don -Beeks. Mr, Beeks
would like us to inform our members .
that he is no longer associated with
that company,as it is out of business.
Although he no longer searches 014
Redio programs,He said he will still
continue to search vintage 78's, L5's
& LP's, If you would care to use his
service, just contact him at: L210
Vermont St., Iong Beach Calif., 9081k.
Do not address it to "Seekers". On The
Air regrets the error and our apologies
to Mr. Beeks. '

The Editor.

The
GOLDEN

RADIO
Bookshelf

by C.0. Iumbia
From time to time in this space
I will keep you up-to date with a
review of the latest in the printed
word about the Golden Days of Radio
and rate them for you so you can use

it as a guide if you want to add it
to your 1library shelf.

"DON'T TOUCH THAT DIALI™
by J. Pred VcDonald (*¥**)

Writing from his private col-
ection of 8,000 vintage tapes, making
extensive use of radio fan magazines,
J. Fred McDonald traces radip history
end examines the distinct kinds of
programs as they evolved (comedy,det-
ective shows ,Westerns,soaps and broad
cast Jjournalism) TIt's the most com-
plete wide-ranging history of radio
ever published, and I highly recomen-
ed it to the readers of these pages.
L12 pages. Photo's. Notes. 2 indices,
and & Bibliography. (Crown publishers
$14.95)
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RE=CORDus,

Guy Travers’

Although we usually reminice about
the Big Band scene in this spot,.We
would like to recall some memories of
some dear Radio friends ¢futhat Golden
Era that are no longer with us....%..

IT WAS WITH PARTICULAR SADDNESS
that we noted the recent passing of
Elaine Lee Greenberg, who, over many
years, contributed so much to the local
broadcasting & music scene. - as well as
to the many young lives she touched th-
rough her many & varied activities.
She was the original pianist on the
Baltimore children's television pro-
gram "Romper Room" - which originated

& was headquarted in Baltimore.

. During WW II, Miss Elaine produced
variety shows at military hospitals &
continued this voluntary work at local
veterans hospitals after her retire--
ment....During the 1930's, she served
as the producer, choosing the acts,
coaching them & accompanying some of
them, on talent shows that were broad-
cast by local stations from the Hipp-
odrome & Keiths Theatres. She also
gerved as local recruiter & coach for
acts that were to appear on such nat-
ional radio shows as the ‘original Maj-
or Bowes Amateur Hour.....Memory obli-
ging, it was about this time that we
first met "Princess Elaine" at WCAO,
while performing on Uncle Ed's Child-
ren's Hour. Songstress Mary Small &
former WBAL announcer, Dave Conner,
first faced the mike on those memor-
able Saturday morning sessions.

Uncle Ed (the late Henry Edward War-
ner of THE SUN) had taken ovr the show
when Uncle Jack moved to another local
i Gladys Beck & the late .
Nelson Baker were the regulars on his
programs. This show, from WBAL, was
eventually taken over by Alexander Gif-
ford & Ted Rousten & became known as
the "Gif-Ted Show". Ted was the manager
at the "Hipp",& Alex was on the staff
of the THE NEWS-AMERICAN where Uncle
Jack also wrote a daily column....ah,
those were the days!

Others who will be missed; include:
WCBM's Charlie Roeder; WFBR's Jim Crist,
Jennie Lea Bird, of the News American
who wrote a radio column for many, many
years; & finally going back to the ea-
rly thirties, one of the featured air
personalities of both WCBM & WCAO, for-
mer Baltimorean, Harriet R. Sappington,
passed away a few months ago in Engel-
wood, N.J. And, although in her mid
eighties, she had kept busy almost to
the 1last. . :

vesss.From the local airwaves....
WAYE has recently aquired the services
of Ted Steele(former WBAL morning .man)
for a daily afternoon show: understand
that former WAYE/WITH staffer, Craig
Stone is now doing a weekend show for
"Big Band 86"...welcome back to a fam-
iliar voice-and an old friend!...And
finally, WAMU-FM has dropped its Sun-
day night "Big Bandstand” shows...Till
we meet again this is Guy Travers, RE-
CORDially,yours.

Are you moving? or have you moved
since the last edition of On The Air? |
. If so, won't you please fill out the
change of address form below and mail
it to the editor, c/o this newsletter,
go you will not miss any future 1ssueq
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NAME; GRB#
OLD ADDRESS:

NEW ADDRESS:

CITY: STA 7IP

NEW PHONE#(IF ANY)
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by Phil Cole

ACDCSS

?-L, (Pictured)star of "Time To
Shine."

8.,Role played by 24 down,

12 Henry to Sam.

14.Phillips H. Iords wrote it.

17 .A nec . 3s8ity for a radio actor.

18.0ne of the announcing Niles
brothers.,

16 ,Bazooka-playing OJTR comedien.

20,."” Gildersleave.”

25.B1g Band leader,Shaw,

27 .Pictured star's announger,Von
Zell, 7

29.Baltimore-born Jezz musician
composer,Blake.

30.First neme of 24 down,

31.0TR singing sisters quartet.

34.Role played by 46 down.

37.0TR Network studio orchestra
leaderes{(Int, )

39.Elwood Gary, "The of the
Airwaves,” S

L4L1.Somerset Maughun )

43.GRB member ,wrote article on
page 7.

L,5.,United States of America.(Int.)

L8-50,0ur associate &lub

Soclety.

DOWN -

2. ..."The story you are about to
hear is true...."

3.Boris Aplon created him on radio

5.Mr. Linkletter's

6."My Story.”

7.0TR Announcer ,David .

.9.First name of 22 down.’

10.Sponsored 2 down.

11.Female Big Band leader___Rae
Hutton. ]

12 ,0TR actor's payment.

15, First name of 19 across.

16.In 1982 the GRB of Md. Inc.

2L .,Played 8 across. St
26 .Nick name of a 50's era Pres-
= ident.
28.Jack Benny's vocalist.
32 ,Roosevelt era prosperity
gram. (Int.)
33.Too much of this will cause a
microphone "®feedback".
35. Do%le alias "Harrington" on
—WY. District Attorney.
36.Distress signal,
38.A big name in radio was the
of the program.
22.;Box513" star.
-New Bngland ba ]
4L Miss Agden. Res i c;ub.
héo_r_ElstneI' Vatthews.
49.Singing cowboy star of the 4L0'sowd
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_CONTEST

FREE RADIO PROGRAMS

Who is in the picture above? The earliest correct answer
wins & FREE Radio Programs. Winner and Answer to
- be listed in the next issue. :

THE EARLIEST POSTMARK WINS

Address all entries to: OTR FHOTO
CONTEST.C/0 EDITOR: ON THE AIR,3513
CHESTNUT AVE. BAITIMORE, MD. 21211,

A1l entries must be postmarked no
later than April 15, 1981,

“to this month's contest?

Congratulations to fellow member
%illiam J. Ryan,who correctly identi-
fied the picture in our photo ‘contest
as being that of (Believe It Or Not)
Robert L. Ripley. O0.K. now, who will
be the first with the correct answer

will be years old.
21.Consumed.,
23.3em to Henry. « =

SOLUTION: JAN- FEB. |S3L 8
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