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sperovac graciously extends its gratitude to these individuals
who have contributed $50 or more to sPERDVAC during the past
12 months. If you wish to be a sponsor of sperovac and join this
select group your tax-deductible donation to sperovAc can be
mailed to Chester Allen, Unit 5804, 1 8018 Flynn Drive, Canyon

)

sperdvac
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Y oy, CA 913878112 Thank you!
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| ondolences go out to the fam-
| ily and loved ones of long-time
o SPERDVAC member Dennis Crow
S8 who passed away suddenly on
April 20th at the age of 65. Dennis loved old-
time radio but had a special fondness for the
Christmastime serial, The Cinnamaon Bear,
I first became aware of Dennis back in the
early 1980s when [ joined the Cinnamon Bear
Brigade. He was the go-to guy for anything
related to that series and was always eager ta
share his knowledge
and love for itwith all
whio asked. His name
will now be forever
linked with that of
Paddy O'Cinnaman
for future genera-
tions.

Because four of

VOLUNTEERS NE EDED FOR ON-LI NE CATALOG
Election Results Challenged;
Petition Forces Recall Vote

selves before the petitions were presented as
a last resort., Each of three of the four flatly
refused (one was absent). The petitions were
then presented. The Board has been given
three months from that date of April 12 to
hold the membership meeting, or on Sat-
urday, July 12, if they take the entire three
months, You should be receiving your ballots
by mid-June.

Calling all volunteers! A project to put all
of sPERDVACS catalogs in electronic form has
begun, You'll prob-

etonaf
: RiICA ghly read about this
,&’@#Fﬁ; elsewhere in this is-
T sue, I've committed
myself to seeing that
the Archives catalog

gets done. 1 would
like to encourage
those of you who

the candidates’ state-
ments in the recent
election for the Board of Directors for SFERD-
vac implied that there were four other candi-
dates to wished to move the disc collections
of spERDVAC, many have asked what is going
on, why do they want 10 move them, where
would they be moved lo, eic. None of the
candidates wished to move the discs. Many of
the members were misled into believing that
by voting for the four who stated they were
protecting the collection, they were saving the
organization from the dangerous four people
who wished to do harm to the collection.

As a result of this deception the four
wha were maligned came in last in the elee-
tion. To right this wrong done to these fout,
a petition was circulated to obtain enough
signatures to call for a special membership
meeting, pursiant to Section 5510(e) of the
California Corporations Code, which states
that five percent of the membership can call
for a special membership meeting for any
purpose. The stated purpose of the meefing
s to remave the four who misled the member-
ship, and to revise the election rules so that
if any charge of misconduct by any of the
candidates is implied, those persons have an
opportunity to answer ot rebut those charges
before the candidates’ statements are mailed
to the members.

Because several of the members who
signed the petitions thought that it might
be a little harsh, they were promised that
the Board would be given an opportunity o
apologize and call for a new glection them-

use the Archives Li-

Barbara J. Watkins .. « vounteer

to do ten pages of the Archives catalog, or if
you can only do five, that's a start, too. If we
canget 10 or 15 people (0 volunteer. it can be
done in no time, If you'd like to help with the
Archives pages, please drop me anote and I'll
assign some page numbers to you. You don’t
have to have Word or Works to participate,
although that would be preferred. But you do
have to have access (o & computer. You can
simply type the pages into an email and send
them if that's all you can do. Every little bat
helps! Let’s get it done!

Member Nick Nardella writes that he
enjoyed the article on Dion Quinn and Phil
Leslie and thought that the article on Ozzic
and Harriet was great, too. Nick responded to
my Question of the Month last time regarding
whether you are still influenced by the old-
time radio commercials. So did Ron Sayles.
We'll hear from them next time on this subject
since there was so much to cover this column
this time. And you can still respond, too.

The Big Band Acadenty of America will
present its 22nd annual luncheon and concert,
known as the Big Band Reunion, beginning at
12 Noon on Sunday, June 1st at the Sports-
men's Lodge in Studio City. The program will
star comedy legend Stan Freberg in a rare,
in-person performance, big band vocal group
The Modernaires featuring Paula Kelly Jr,
and singer and TV personality Peter Marshall,
jongtime host of The Hollywood Squares. All

Continued Page 14
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Summer Reading

Baseball over the air, school of the
air, and bluegrass made for radio

Three new books take orr fans from America’s national pastime through school
to an obscure bluegrass band as summertime promises good reading time. All three
books are published by McFarland and Company and add to the steadily growing

Radio crime writer
catches book crook

Rob Lopresti, a crime fiction writer and
creator of the private eye Marty Crow whose
exploits have been drama-
tized by the Midnight Mys-
tery Players in Bellingham,
WA, caught a rare-book
hief who was selling 100-
& | vear-old reference books
on eBay.

The books, stolen from the Wilson Li-
brary of Western Washington University,
canght Lopresti’s attention when the books
were placed for sale in 2006 on cBay. Rec-
ognizing the books, Lopresti alerted authori-
ties and arranged for two friends to buy the
books and forward them to the Washington
Crime Lab.

James L. Brubaker was eventually ar-
rested when 1000 stolen books were found
in his home in Great Falls, MT. Further
investigation found that Brubaker's cBay
account had more than 500 rare articles for
sale including rare maps and lithographs
taken from various libraries that had never
reported them stolen.

Lopresti, who is a librarian at the Wilson
library, has had many short stories published
in Efferv Queen’s Mystery Magazine. The ex-
ploits of his hardboiled private investigator
Mary Crow have been dramatized the Mid-
night Mystery Flayers weekly radio program
on EMRE-FM 102.3, which is considered
“the voice of the American Museum of Radio

Continued Page 14

libraries of old-time radio.

Tony Silvia's Baseball Over the Air: The
National Pastime on the Radio and in the
TImagination covers two imagina-
tive pastimes, radio and baseball,
and integrates both historically,
sociologically, and culturing using
the common themes of imagina-
tive expression. As Silvia writes,
“Through the use of our imaginations, we can
see the game itself as more than just a game,
but a gateway to an imaginative realm beyond
the reality of every day life.” The paperback
costs $33,

Schools of the Air: A History of Instruc-
rional Programs on Radio in the United States,
a $45 trade paperback, gives the history
of 14 “schools of the air,” or
instructional programs for the
classroom that operated at the
national, state and local levels
and offered enormous resources
l tostudents in both rural and ur-
ban areas. Author William Bianchi assesses
the successes and failures of the school of
the air movement, and examines reasons for
its demise,

Thomas and Lucy Watlick's The WBT
Briarhoppers: Eight Decades of a Bluegrass
Band Made for Radiz chronicles
the WBT Briarhoppers, a spur-of-
the-moment musical group formed
by announcer Charles Crutchfield
in order to satisfy a potential spon-
sor looking for a hillbilly radio
program. The group went on to
become one of the longest lasting bluegrass/

country groups i the country. The Warlick’s
analyze the band's history and its connection
to the growth of American radio and radio
advertising. The $35 paperback is available
at Amazon or from the publisher.

Researchers seek OTR
information for books

Two researchers are sceking help with
their respective projects.

Mickey Smith, a retired university pro-
fessor of Pharmacy Administration at the
University of Mississippi, is writing a history
of the Fibber McGee and Molly broadeasts of
World War I1. Specifically, Mickey is looking
for information on Don Quinn and Phil Leslic
and how they incorporated wartime messages
while retaining the humor; how the Johnson
Wax people decided to participate in the way
they did and the same for the ad agencies; and
any government involvement,

If anyone can help Mickey with his
request, including graphic materials, then
contact him at mickandmary@webtv.net or
send him a letter at 1411 Lawson Street in
Oxford, MS 38655. He can also be reached
at 601-234-5335,

Sperpvac member Jimmie Hicks is writ-
ing a book on Raymond Chandler and he is
interested in information on Philip Marlowe
on radio and television. Jimmie can be
reached at 5657 Lexington Avenue in Los
Angeles, CA 90038-2205,

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

 BECAUSE OF INCREASED PRINTING COSTS WE ARE
«_ FORCED T0 INCREASE THE COST OF OUR CATALOGS
| 10 $40 PER CATALOG

sperdvac
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DIOPHONIC

CORPORATION CAN HELP YOU!

Have your sound recordings, cassettes,
reel-to-reel tapes transcriptions, LPS, 78s
and wire recordings digitized, de-noised
and sweetened professionally with the
complete Cedar System. Oh, yes, it’s also

WWW.RADIOENT.COM affordable. Far, far less than any govern-

ment programs.
YOUR HOME FOR CLASSIC

AUDIO DRAMA Contact Audiophonic Corporation, Cook

Recording Laboratory, for details at (719)
687-6357

AUDIDPHONIC CORPORATION
CODK RECORDING LABORATORY
WwWikLLiaAM S« COOK
PRESIDENT

Nerious Buyer Paying Top Dollar for
Movie Posters (1910-1980) « Lobby Cards « Window Cards
Film Stills and Entertainment Photography
Original Screenplays and Scripts « Concert Posters 1920%-1969
1920%-1930% Jazz and Blues 78 RPM Records

e of entite collections.

ralphde Iu A.LO0M
e al WWW.I 1]phn_lc'lu-;mn.'rm




IN THE
PUBLIC
NTEREST

N THE EARLY vEARs when the Federal

Communications Commission defined

commercial radio it was stated the

stations were obligated to operate in

the Public Interest, Convenience of
Necessity. This concept was challenged by
some early station OWDETs who were on the air
primarily to sell radios but was upheld by the
Supreme Court, and PICON, as it is known
today, became the basic requirement.

With public intersst a primary factor the
great creative minds of the day conceived
formats still popular today: dramas, serials,
quiz, DEWs, musical, variety and presently,
reality programs. Yes, the listening andience
was treated to entertainment never before
available—and right in their homes. How
marvelous, almost miraculons, great,

At the same time, the minds in the ad-
vertising agencies realized an unheard of
opportunity had been given them and they
subsequently stated that, as fact, radio is
primarily an advertising medium, With that
belief they planned methods to subtly reach
the subconscious minds of the listeners in
arder to sell them products while they were
being entertained.

In our ad agency we had two soap operas,
among many other programs, titled Big Sister
and Aunt Jeriny. Women loved them. Aunt
Jenny, though, was a bit different. The “Aunt”
was a fictitious character played by Edith
Spencer who set the Scenes for a complete
five-episode story each week and also offered
cooking recipes and tips. Was it just another
show? Hardly. Many may remember Crisco, &
vegetable shortening which monopolized that

by Fred Essex

market. Butwhen Lever Brothers developed
a new product to compete called Spry, it was
at that time the program concept was created
of a lovable “Aunt Je noy” who would tell
stories and subily give recipes with Spry. Yes,
the new program was introduced to promote
Spry and listeners were Urge to obtain Aunt
Jenny conkbooks. The program, scheduled
from 10:45 to 11:00 am.. Monday through
Friday on CBS, jasted 19 years. Indeed, radio
was the advertising medium that consistently
sold the product over the years.

Crur agency had the Jack Benny program
when Lucky Strike sponsored the show. Jack's
show originated from the West Coast and |
was assigned to direct the commercials with
the tobacco auctioneers and familiar LS/MFT
originating from New York, Weeks before,
a memo from the offices of the client was
received stating they were pleased to have
Jack Benny as a vehicle but clearly stating
they considered the program to be 10% of
the value of their buy and the commercials
were worth 9076,

As a result, one night when the jokes were
running long and the clock ticked to the com-
mercial time, the engineer was told to fade
out Benny so we could air the commercials 0
full. Perhaps millions of listeners across the
country were upset but we sold the product.
Again radio did its joh.

Demographics—the composition of the
audience in age, tastes, finances—is a pri-
mary requirement for radio to move products.
When directing the Kostelanetz program,
sponsored by Chrysler, I knew we had strong
competition sinee we Were against The Bing

May 2008

Croshy Kraft Music Hall. The Hooper ratings
indicated at one time that they had a 24+ and
we had only an 8+, 1In numbers we lost, but
our demographics were of those who could
afford Chrysler products and we sold cars.

[n the oTr days, the FCC would not
permit more than 10% of airtime for com-
mercials (how things have changed today!)
That meant in less than three minutes in
half-hour show the product had to be identi
fied and sold within, usually, a minute at thi
opening, another midway and another befon
the close.

The imaginative minds of the ad me
maximized the limited time by using sount
and identifiable slogans. Thus was born i
our agency the sounds of the Lifebuoy Fc
Hom enunciating Bee-Oooh, the Rinso Whil
whistle and its Happy Little Washday jingl
and the Bromo-Seltzer train apparently sayl
Bromo-Seltzer, Bromo-Seltzer. Ifyouareo
enough to remember those sounds, the cOF
writers did their job well with radio.

But radio was more than an advertisi
medium; it did operaté under the direct
of PICON and in many othet ways servedt
public interest and necessity.

During WWIL, radio gave us the daily
ports of the war and then, that great day wi
“yE" day was declared (Victory in Burope
the younger readers) and on August 14, 1°
when “VI” day (actually it was Angust 15t
Asia) was pmclaimed, radio united Ame
with the news.

At that time, T was directing The We

" Continued Pag¢
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A LOOK AT ONE OF THE BEST SERIALS €VER BROADCAST

ON NETWORK RADIO

by Martin Grams, Jr.

Il TAIRWAY TO THE sUN" is considered by many [ Love A Mystery fans as one of the best adventures
of the series. With the exception of “Temple of Vampires,’ most of the adventures Morse
presented on M}srer}r were straightforward situations set along the California Coast, tropi-

cal islands and desert locales. But with this adventure, Morse gave the detectives a larger task: to

venture through an unexplored country, rumored to be a myth, and save the lives of an expedition.

Doc Long and Jack Packard are hired
to pilot and service an expedition into the
South American jungle, headed by Dr. Karl
Haugemann, a scientist, and his two daugh-
ters, Frieda and Gretchen, The initial object
of the adventure was a safe landing atop the
great 400-square mile prehistoric plateau ris-
ing straight up out of the Venezuela jungle a
mile high. After making a successful landing
with the first load of food and equipment, Jack
learns that Dr. Haugemann is not capable of
leading such an expedition. With the plane
undamaged, the crew could fly out of the
jungles if it were not for the fact there is no
room for a successful take off,

Forced to trek back to civilization by
hacking their way through the savage tangle
of jungle and floating down the river, the
expedition encounters numerous obstacles
including a mile-high waterfall, deep caverns
and underground chambers.

GRETCHEN: It's too bad we can't see
mote too because this must be a really
tremendous cavern.

FRIEDA: That is obvious by the man-
ner in which our footsteps and voices
echo. ..

DOC: Yeah, listen to this fer instance .
.. (back off} . .. Yoooweeeeee . . . Ride
‘em cowboy . . .

JACK: Heeey, Doc, cut that out . . |

Most important is the discovery of a
stairway cut out of the living rock that climbs
higher and higher until it vanishes in the haze
and clouds above. Doc takes one look and
dubs it the “Stairway to the Sun.” It served
undoubtedly as one way to reach the great pla-
teau above. The continual drag upward (while
not beyond the endurance of the two girls)
creates a pull on muscles and delicate organs,
which leaves them in an agony of stitches and
cramps after every twenty or thirty steps. After

the long climb upwards, which takes two days
and one night (a total of four episodes), the
party reaches the top to discover evidence of
natives whose intelligenee is limited to pagan
taboos and poison darts and blow guns; itisa
virtual city of cliff dwellers. Prehistoric mon-
key men invade the cliff dwellers and jungle
natives in search of the men and two girls.
Jack arranges for the shortwave set in working
order and contacts the Venezuela government
station and the Caracas police. Shortly after,
a mass of apemen start to invade and Jack
shoots over their heads with a machine gun,
This only makes them angry and more ready
for a fight. Dr. Haugemann insists on staying
behind to explore the lost civilization, shoot-
ing his daughter Gretchen when she wont
agree to stay behind. The rescue plane arrives.
The expedition members are picked up and
dropped off at the Caracas municipal airport.
Gretchen's wounds are given a thorough
examination and she is given the promise of
quick recovery.

“Stairway to the Sun” was the second-
lomgest serial in the I Love A Mysiery series,
lasting a whole 30 chapters, twice the normal
length of the serials Morse wrote for the
program. The idea for the “Stairway to the
Sun” originated in Morse’s second NBC
Mystery Serial in 1930, “The Dragon in the
Sun,” which also makes a brief appearance
in episode 44 of the Adventures By Morse se-
rial titled “Land of the Living Dead”. Asa
small footnote here just for nit-pickers: This
serial was entitled “Stairway to the Sun,” not
“The Stairway to the Sun” like some refer-
ence books have claimed over the last few
decades. My source are the covers of the
original scripts.

Mo doubt originating from one of Morse's
encyclopedias, “Stairway to the Sun”™ was
based on real Mayan history, The Egyptian

kings maintained the cult of the sun over the
centuries. Building pyramids (symbols of the
stairway ta the sun or angled rays of the sun)
and later solar temples in honor of the sun
gods, the Egyptians believed these stairways
alse led to the afterlife, When a king or pha-
rach died, his actions were judged in the after
world by Osiris, a form of sun god and ruler
of the underworld. If they were considered
“just” during their lifetime, the king would
be transformed into a form of the sun god.
In Palenque, Mexico, at one of the most
beautiful of the Classical Mayan sites, are
large stone steps described as the “Stairway
to the Sun.” The civilization became promi-
nent in perhaps A.D. 700 and flourished for
a few hundred years. This large area of ruins
lies in the Chiapas state of Mexico near the
Guatemala border.

“I had on my shelf a British Great Ency-
clopedia,” recalled Morse, “and I used it in
every J Love A Mystery story that took place
out of the country. I used that Encyclopedia
to find out what kind of forest they had, what
kind of people they had, and it was all writ-
ten reasonably and responsible. For example,
‘The Twenty Traitors of Timbuktu' was laid
in Africa way back there when Africa was
a different place than it is now. I couldn’t
pessibly do that show today unless I said it
happened back in the 1930s. I even found out
how big the little towns were, whether they
had a railway through there, and what kind
of trains they had. In great detail and it was
in the Great Encyclopedia, letting the dialog
take up the action.”

With “Stairway to the Sun” being as de-
scriptive as it was, there can be no doubt that
Meorse used entries from the Encyclopedia
for the foundation of his serial. As described
by the announcer: “As they watch Jack and
Haugemann approach the falls, they see the

Martin Grams, Jr. is the author of The | Love a Mystery Companion as well as author or co-author of a dozen books about old-

time radio and old-time television.
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flash of lightning and hear the crash and roll
of thunder caused by the friction of the great
body of falling water! The falls is completely
surrounded by ring after ring of rainbows
until it looks like a highly decorated may-pole
reaching up into the clouds, and every few
minutes the electrified air in the vicinity of
the water explodes with the flash and crack
of canon fire.”

During another time the announcer also
got descriptive, before the approach of fly-
ing reptiles: “They look down on giant rocky
prominence and cliffs of unbelievable pro-
portions and of every color and hue; all the
colors of the painted desert are splashed over
the age-old peaks and declivities. The greens
of emerald: the lustrous sheen and shine of
exposed ledges of gold; the orange and browns
of sandstone and the purples of amethyst ...
Awhole glittering peak of amethyst banked by
ledge shining with unlimited out-crossings of
gold, so that it shone in the tropical brilliance
like a captive sun. And theninto the blistering
sky swarmed a flock of creatures with wings:
creatures as ancient as creation itself; great
monsters with teeth, bat-like wings and with
snouts and jaws like alligators . . . Doc called
them Flying Crocodiles at first and then he
called them a lot of other things as they turned
toward the airplane intent on destruction:”

DOC: (excited) They're 2 comin’ Jack .
.. four, six, seven nine of ‘em and they
ain’t foolin’ . - .

JACK: Well get up here in front along
side of me. Gretchen, you'd better
go back in the cabin with your father
... You got both of those automatic
rifles?

DOC: 1 got “em, Jack . . . ‘Scues me
Baby ...

GRETCHEN: I'm pretty good with a
rifle . .. If I can be any help . ...

JACK: You can use an automatic
rifle?

GRETCHEN: Yes, I've never shot from
an airplane.

DOC: Well, we've never shot crogodiles
from an airplane either, sister. ... Here,
take this rifle and git over there on the
other side of Jack . . .

It might also be noted that Venezuela,
the vast setting for this serial, was the inspira-
tion for Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Lost
World (1912). Tt actually contains the world's

highest waterfall, flooded
plains, and Andean peaks.
Known as Angel Falls,
the highest waterfall in
the world plunges down
from the western flank
of a gorge in the middle
of the Auyan-tepui. With
a total height of 3212
feet and a free fall of
9648 feet, the water that
leaves the summit takes
14 seconds to reach the
bottom although in the
dry season much of that
water is blown away in a
fine mist.

This also marked
the first serial in which
Morse began incorporal-
ing Christianity among
the pages of scripts, Many
references, descriptions
and dialogue began to
filter through the [ Love
A Mystery serials, hoping
to remind the audience
that horror was only fic-
tion and not something to
take seriously, especially
in cult fashion, The Stair-
way was described as a
veritable “Jacob’s Ladder

Carleton E. Morse, writer of "Stairway to the Sun,” considered
one of the best sarials ever broadcast over network radio, and
certianly one of the best of the | Love a Mystery thrillers.

to Heaven.” Later in the
serial, the Island in the Sky was described as
a “Garden of Eden” when the descriptions of
the flora and fauna still left in half-finished
stages were represented. Another footnote
here: During the spring of 1930, NBC was
broadcasting a scries of Biblical dramas
scripted by Carlton E. Morse titled Bible
Stories, George Rand was the producer and
director. Paul Carson supplied the music.
The hour-long dramas were broadeast on
Sunday mornings from 11 to 12 noon on the
West Coast.

The initial working title of “Stairway to
the Sun” was “The Island in the Sky,” but
Morse changed the title before he completed
the serial. Also of interest is that the character
of Dr, Karl Haugemann was described as a
German scientist. At the time this serial was
being broadeast, the United States was still at
war with Japan and their allies including Ger-
many. S0 why
have a German

"Us. Copyright Registration

scientist leading
an expedition?

broadeast setting the time of events came into
the picture. Are there any hidden natives with
a gong at every comner?) Due to the popularity
of the favorable fan mail, Morse would write
a sequel to this thriller five serials later titled
“The Hermit of San Felipe Atabapo.”

Storrs Haynes of Compton, the Agency
representing the sponsor, wrote to Morse on
Tuly 23, 1943, days after “Stairway to the Sun”
ended: “What the hell happened to ‘Stairway
to the Sun?" Haynes expressed his opinion
that the story started nicely then fizzled. He
wondered if Morse was having trouble with
CBs. The loose ends of the story worried
Haynes, and he wondered if Morse shouldn’t
work these stories out more completely before
starting to write them, “They have to add up
as a whole , . . this would also protect you
from Columbia,”

On August 16, 1943, Morse wrote 10
Haynes: “CBS did not give me trouble . .
 and continued to explain his thinking on
“Stairway” by basically defending the story.
Morse said he hadn't received any negative

“Stmwag.r ta the Sun” {Reg. # P&m_ﬁmlmﬂmym (If nit-pickers feedback, and he also mentioned that he
~series; story no.34, episodes no. 1 ﬂ.m[;ghadwhgral, really wanted, recently received a letter from John Gordon
1986,mgamwdﬂe-cembsr3l],19‘9  Claimant: Richard A. Fer- they could ask about a Street and Smith I Love A Mystery
- guson, trustee, Morse Family Trust. Autbor on & Application: ‘homselves Comiobook but Marse wes very opposcd (3

5 -C_‘arlto'nE,_I@-’I::l_i_'m i S S St e how the open-
- : ing gong in each Continued Page 14
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Charlie and Fields at War Again
at REPS Convention June 27-28

If spErDVAC members are still in need of
otk fun and frolic there is always the Radio
Enthusiasts of Spokane (REPS) and their
Showcase XVI set for
June 27 and 28 at the
Coast hotel in Bellevue,
WA,

The gala affair,
which has become a
tradition in the Puget
Sound arca, will feature
Chuck McCann in the
role of W. C. Fields in
combat with Charlie
MeCarthy during a re-
creation of The Chase and Sanborm Hour with
Edgar Bergen and Charlie McCarthy.

“Experience the hilarity as part of this
year's program,” REPS publicity states,
adding “we would be remiss if we failed to
mention that Mortimer Snerd will also make
an appearance.”

Also on the program is a re-creation of
an episode of The Great Gildersleeve with Jim
French as Throckmorton P, Gildersleeve and
Shirley Mitchell reprising her role as Leila
Ransom. Others from the original case are
Louise Erickson, Dick Beals and Gil Strat-
ton.

A re-creation of Lights Owt! promises to
scare the vell out of everyone in attendance,
A REPS rep says, “We warn you calmly but
sincerely if you are frightened by such drama-
tizations to turn off your radio now!”

Local actors will promise “good health
to all from Rexall” during a re-creation of
The Phil Harris and Alice Fave Show, one of
the all-time great comedy shows with clever
writing and great characters. And all the great
characters—Remley, Julius, Mr, Scott and the
others—will make appearances.

REPS undertakes a novelty in otr conven-
tions when it presents its “Cartoon Theatre.”
Many radio performers were also the voices
of favorite cartoons, and Showcase will take
a classic cartoon with no sound and re-create
the sound with live actors, live music, and live
sound effects. “Strap yourself to your chair,”
publicity assures otr fans, “for this fabulous
jov ride full of belly laughs.”

George Burns and Gracie Allen will in-
troduce Arsenic and (Nd Lace in a re-creation
that features new neighbors moving next door
to George and Gracie, and Gracie begins to
think that something odd is going on.

Other presentations throughout the

Chauck McCann will appear as
W. C Fields in re-creatian.

weekend are: The Bickersons, Vic and Sade,
Sam Spade, Radio Ladies from Holbvwood, My
Friend frma, Meet Corl-
iss Archer, Gunsmoke
and Aller s Allev.

Appearing at Show-
case XV are Dick Van
Patten, Bob Hastings,
Rosemary Rice, Gloria
MeMillan, Ron Cock-
ing, Shirley Mitchell,
Janet Waldo, Louise
Erickson, Gil Stratton,
Tommy Cook, Dick
Beals, Stuffy Singer,
Chuck McCann, Grant Geodeve, Jim French,
Pat French, Larry Albert, Paul Herlinger,
llona Herlinger, Ester Geddes McVey, Jan
Merlin and Frank Buxton.

The cost for the entire convention before
May 25 is 8110 per person, and after May
25 $118 per person. There is a conven-
tion discount of 10% on airfare through
Alaska Airlines. The convention code is
ECCMR98a(0,

Hotel information is available at waw.
coasthotels.com or by calling B00-663-1144
or 425-455-0444, The
Coast Hotel is located
at 625 116th Avenue
NE in Bellevue.

Complete details
are available on the
group’s website at
www.repsonline.org,
including pricing in-
formation and reser-
vation forms, or by
calling 206-542-6231
or 545-0318. REPS
can also be reached at REPS SHOWCASE
at 17334 Densmore Avenue N, Shoreline,
WA 98133,

“For those fortunate to have attended
the 2007 event,” a REPS rep says, “you know
what great times await vou. Spend the week-
end with special people who appeared in so
many of those favorite programs. They will
be joined by talented performers to present
episodes from the all time great shows."”

““Come, my [ittle whispering pine, I'll take you for a ride on my buzz saw!” W.C. Fields wants to

kriow what makes Charlie tick as a frantic Edgar Bergen watches in this news photo highlighting
the famous feud between the"long-nosed anteater”Fields and the "woodpecker's friend” Charlie
McCarthy. A re-creation of that feud will highlight the Showcase XVl in Washington state.

SsperThvas
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Politics and Nonsense

There have been scurrilous attacks, in
the Radiogram and elsewhere, against certain
members of the recently elected Board. The
people being castigated are hard-working vol-
unteers attempting to carry out the mandate
of the sPERDVAC charter, which is preserving
and protecting the precious collection we
have of early radio audio, scripts and video
(particularly video of early radio performers,
many of whom have since died). Those who
are childishly rabble-rousing against these
Board members include people whose busi-
nesses and/or egos are dependent on having
access to the audios, videos or performers for
personal or financial gain.

First, the club had to start sending ballots
individually rather than in the Radiogram.
There was a faction who felt there was some
sort of plot against them to “steal” elections,
and somehow their candidates were losing
because of some evil “ballot stuffing.” This
separate mailing (now standard) costs money
and, if this year was typical, isn’t allowing
each member the one vote they should have.
I never got my mailing of a ballot, so wasn't
even allowed to add my vote to the resound-
ing consensus vote for the hard workers who
were elected! The expensive safeguards put
in place to make sure the elections are fair
resulted, this vear, in the returning of some
good people whose dedication to preserving
and protecting the materials and purpose of
the club should be applauded. The member-
ship spoke. These people won fair and square
{though perhaps they were a few votes shy
since others who appreciate their efforts, like
me, may also have had their ballots mysteri-
ously not arrive).

The politics and nonsense that is taking
time and space in the Radiograr could better
be devoted to something constructive that
would benefit the hundreds of members who
support the libraries and the club.

Thank you to Bob Steinmetz, Dan Hae-
fele, Glenda Kelly, Dave Struthers, Chester
Allen (non-elected, but our hard-working
Treasurer), as well as Ken Greenwald, Rex
Ouinn and our hard-working editor and chair-
men, for their many years of volunteer time,
and for continuing to be willing to give their
time—particularly in the face of the personal
attacks directed toward them—to keep the
club financially strong and mindful of our

purposes. Without their excellent manage-

ment, we'd still be in a rented building without

proper facilities to protect our “assets” (the

transcription disks, tapes, videos, scripts, etc. ),

Further, they have made certain that we are

not violating the agreement terms under

which we acquired these assets,

Thank you for a job well done!

Bruce Miller

Past Librarian

Past Board Member

e-rail

How Old Are the Members?

The February issue of Radiogram (“The
Ultimate Sacrifice™) made it sound like no one
under 50 listens to the radio shows, Have you
guys ever taken an actually survey to see how
old the members are? I'm only in my 30s and
Iremember listening to The KNX Draina Howur
when they still had it in Los Angeles.

I may not be willing to drive to northern
Los Angeles county for the meetings, but
that doesn't mean there is not a younger set
within your ranks.

Mel Guzman
Lakewood, CA

STORIES THAT ARE

WORLD

MINUS ONE

“ALMOST HUMAN" - “COURTESY"
“COLD EQUATIONS” « “SHANGHAIED”
“MARTIAN DEATH MARCH" - “THE CASTAWAYS”
1955

SPERDVAC GENERAL LIBRARY
REEL #1228

AS PETE KELLY

BROADCAST OF AUGUST 29, 1951
SPERDVAC GENERAL LIBRARY #1215
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New Broadcast History Parallels Author’s Life
by Jim Cox

ohn Rayburn has an enchanting way of

| telling a story, even tales that are familiar
because you've heard or read them on

pilgrimage, While many of his subjzcts might
have remained in abscurity except for the
persistent coaxing of an ntrepid interviewer,

many previous occasions. There
is munificence in his disposition
that carries over to his storytell-
ing, so much so that one can
find himself smi]ing—iuwardi}-.
at least—while contemplating
the descriptive encounters this
author shares,

Heretofore, for Rayburn,
that has been almost altogether
with listening audiences as he ap-
peared in sundry settings before
charmed crowds. But now he has
put his best yarns on paper, wrap-

Caky higkars i
Fabking Findeie

other names he chatted with
are better known, among them:
Durward Kirby, Lurene Tuttle,
Johnoy Unitas, Joe Garagiola,
Leo Carrillo, Jimmy Carter,
Milton Berle, Bill Stern, Burl
Ives and more among a cadré
from entertainment, political
and sports venues, Rayburn fur-
nishes lots of photos to back up
his descriptive narratives, too, in
which he is often pictured—mi-
crophone in hand—with some of
his stellar subjects, Occasionally

ping them in a softcover tome
tagged Car Whiskers and Talking Fumniture:
A Memoir of Radio and Television Broadeast-
ing. The handle results from a fine-pointed
wire contacting a crystal in radio’s embryonic
¢poch to tune in a station, dubbed a “cat’s
whisker” by some applicants, and the fact that
when comic Fred Allen inguired of Allen’s
Alley denizen Titus Moody what he thought
of radio, the reply came: “T don't hold with
furniture that talks.”

A gregarious, durable ex-radio-TV an-
founcer-sportscaster-newscaster-anchorman
in the nation’s hinterlands, Rayburn inter-
weaves his personal biographical pilgrim-
age into his recollections. There he often
intersects with numerous luminaries of the
ether as well as stage and screen—large
and small. Using his life's Story to recollect
some of the highlights, he cites manifiold
intersects in a profoundly intriguing ethereal

he temporarily brushes against
network exposure while performing his job
in the nation’s midsection,

Although the volume is largely anec-
dotal, it’s a historical guide th rough American
broadcasting in the 20th century, Therefore jt
reflects some of the challenges (such as TV)
that radically impacted the aural medium,
That one, for example, turned a number of
audio personalities into video “stars,” includ-
ing Rayburn, who for some YEdrs was a news
anchorman at a Denver television outlet.

Rayburn writes in compelling fashion
and most readers of radio boaks will enjoy
the trip down memory lane, even if they've
heard some of his stories already, The tome
is available from McFarland and Company at
$35 plus s/'h and may be ordered from www,
mefarlandpub.com or 800-253.2147 or fax
336-246-4403,

THE ADVENTURES OF

LLERY(QUEEN

DETECTIVE

"THE ADVENTURE OF ONE DIAMOND"

60 YEARS ABD THIS MONTH

MAY B, 1948

SPEROVAC ARCHIVES #5068

%
THE 2008 SPERDVAC
MONTHLY MEETING
SCHEDULE

_ ALL DATES ARE CONFIRMED

Juna 14
Mid-Valley Library
North Hills

September 13
South Pnsad’ana'commmity Room.

 October 11
Mid-Valley Library
North Hills

November8
TO BE ANNOUNCED

877-251-5771

Sperdvac =

Art Linkletter's

HOUSE §
PARTY

Bob Sample of the Batier Business
Bureau is Art's guest in this October g,
1848 ABC broadcast, Jack Slattery is
the announcer,

ARCHIVES LIBRARY - MASTER REEL 259
with “The Amazing Mr. Malone”

Sperdvac

5

DID YOU Mmiss
THE CONVENTION?

Find out what you missed in next
month’s edition of

SPECIAL CONVENTION ISSUE

Page 13
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Information Please

will be backed by the 18-piece Blue Ribbon
Big Band, under the direction of Pat Longo,
And for good measure, the band will play for
dancing after the program,

A single admission price of $75 includes
both the meal and the concert. Information
on purchasing tickets is available by sending
an e-mail to bighandacademy(@yahoo.com or
calling (818) 301-2378,

The Big Band Reunion is one of the larg-
est annual gatherings of its kind in the United
States and draws luminaries from the golden
age of big bands, as well as lzaders of today’s
top orchestras. Guests of honor through the
years have included Steve Allen, Tex Beneke,
Les Brown, Billy May, Louie Bellson, Chuck
Cecil, Patty Andrews, Helen Forrest, Herb
Jeffries, Pepgy Lee, Anita O'Day and, just
last year, Jo Stafford, Horace Heidt Jr. and
Gordon Goodwin,

“Til next time, spaceman’s luck!$

Kemd your news, conuments or questions for this
column to Information Please, olo Barbara J, War-
Kking, P.O. Box 628, South Pasadena, CA 91031, or
preferably by email to kinseyfan@hotmmail com

Book Crook Capture

and Electricity” in Bellingham.

Lopresi also got a lot of action on the
Midnight Mystery Players website the day
following the front page story on his exploits,
The Bellingham Herald reported in its March
29 edition that *a gigabyte of listeners down-
loaded the two shows on March 30. The web
guru says each show represents about 20 MB.
Members of the troupe and the Museum brass
speculated on whether Rob might write-up
the story for Marty Crow, P.I. Rob, however,
says he has probably spent too much time on
crime fiction already, and in addition, library
crimes don’t make very good P.1, stories.”

—Stan Clawssen

Stairway to the Sun

this, saying that “it's cheap and childish, and
it would harm the program.”™

On September 13, 1943, Haynes wrote
back to Morse: 0K, you win, it seems listen-
ers don't agree with me on “Stairway.”™ This
just goes to show that the radio listeners still
have the final say regarding the quality of an
audio performance. Fans of I Love A Mystery
to this day still consider “Stairway to the
Sun™ one of the best serials ever broadecast
on network radio.®

F NN N R RN N N NN NN
VINCENT PRICE
in

“THE LODGER”
HOLLYWOOD STAR TIME « MAY 18, 1846

«» SPERDVAC GENERAL LIBRARY REEL 505
R R R N

In the Public Interest

King Show out of Chicago and living on Lake
Shaore Drive. Suddenly, one day the sound of
tens and tens of auto homs could be heard
honking below on the Drive. Looking down [
saw two couples who had been walking along
the shore of Lake Michigan jump into the
water fully clothed as a result of radio per-
forming its basic function. As a public service,
radio was announcing to the world the end of
hostilities. [t was a day never to forget.

Perhaps radio was a stepping stone (o
television but PICON applies to that medium,
too. All will remember when programming
was interrupted the morning of September
11, 2001, as we watched, unbelieving, as a
second plane was flown into the World Trade
Center. Then, the sight was horrifying of the
high rolling billowing smoke and debris cas-
cading down the street, with people running
before it hoping to avoid being engulfed as
the buildings behind them collapsed. That
day TV, as did radio, responsibly served the
public interest and necessity.

But let us think of the pleasant hours of
entertainment offered by both of the media
even though we know we are the target for
their ads. Don’t like what’s on? We do have
the right to exercise the “off” switch.

Then again, there's the alternative known
as PBS. With its diverse and educational pro-
grams, PBS offers a special bonus. “Tis true,
from PBS we can add to our knowledge of the
world around us as we learn of new things in
addition to being creatively entertained.

Besides, PBS does share one thing in com-
mon with all commercial stations, the FCC
directive to operate in the Public Interest
Convenience Or MNecessity for our benefit.
Issued 74 vears ago and for the most part, it
is still upheld.

PICON lives!$

“The Mon who Dreamed Too Much® features
John Archer as Lamont Cranston, Dweight
Weist as Commissioner Weston, Lesley Woods
as Margo Lane, Also festured in the cast are
Bill Zuckert, Amzie Strickland, Alice Frost

and Lex Tremayne. Announcer is André
Baruch, sound effects by Ray Erienborn. The
production = directed and moderated by An-
thosy Tollin, Music was specially recorded for
srERDvVAC by Rosa Rio. Engineering by Ron
Streicher and Dan Hasfele.

SPERDVAC GENERAL LIBRARY « REEL 1135
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MoGma’s Clossf [ & fres sendos o o menibers and hanar
ary members. Ssad pour wants i OTR-related materal
bo ki FanEiholmad. com (the peeferrad mathod) ar wrile
o MoGae's Clogs!, o Barhars J. Walking, PO Box 628,
Sounth Pasadena, Callfovnis 87031, Plegss specily desied
taping formmal (oasselie, apen reel, recondabie CO, ar DAT).
Alsg, please inolida pouwk mambarsfis Aumber wilh your
adimrtiserman

FOR SALE

FOR SALE. Cheap, 2500 + 7" Reel to
Reel tapes, Full of ome. You must pickup.
I am in LA, Harbour area. Contact; for
details call John at 310-833-5486 or
Email me at 40pkrdi@dslextreme.com.

« Call us to keep
informed

« Call s to let us know
what you think!

il Bill & T ingles

Cluy Madisen sriss ai Wild BiR Hickok
with Azdy Tievwine s Jinges, Charlie Laun 2
announoss Wil music by Dick Avrandz, P
Spareared by Kellngg's. Produssd for airig
on Muiuel by Diess Fire Productions

SPERDVAC ARCHIVES  REELS 826,856

 THNPORTANT o

SEND YOUR CHANGE OF
ADDRESS INFORMATION TO
Barry Opliger

411 Palm Drive #205
Glendale, CA 91202-3234

o IMPORTANT o
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SPERDVAC INFORMATION .

SPERDVAC INFORMATION AND OFFICIAL BUSINESS
P.O. Box 7177, Van Nuys, CA91409-7177
TOLL FREE 877-251-5771 or DIRECT (310) 219 - 0053

MEMBERSHIP, ADDRESS CHANGES
AND RADIOGRAM SUBSCRIPTIONS _
Barry Opliger, 411 Palm Drive #205, Glendale, CA 81202-3234

ACQUISITIONS _
Discs, Tapes and Printed Materials: Dan Haefele, 13720 Jefierson Avenue, Hawthorne, CA 90250,
(310) 973-5060, DanHaefele@aol.com for General and Archives Libraries.
CATALOGS ;
Bob Steinmetz, P.C. Box 6689, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266-0669, SPERDVAC@aocl.com.

FOR VOLUNTEER INFORMATION CALL OUR TOLL FREE NUMBER 877-251-57T71
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT sperdvac.org

PRINTED MATERIALS

PRINTED MATERIALS
%1 with minimum order of 36

Bobb Lynes
P.O. Box 628
South Pasadena, CA 91031

VIDEO LIBRARY

VIDED TAPES
55 per tape for cne month's rental

Jerry Williams
381 Table Mountain

Oroville, CA 95965
mrj1313g@sbeglobal.net

LIBRARY DIRECTORY ON PAGE 15

ack Lucanio, Editor
1097 Janus Street
Springfield, OR 97477

(Pre-sorted) First Class Mail
U.S. Postage
PAID
Albany, OR
Permit 188

FIRST CLASS MAIL

;IllllllIIlIl'l!lIIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIlllll.llllllllli‘llll‘llil!l
ﬂuz#ﬂlﬂtit#liﬂtttt"iil‘ ALl FDRJH-.[.K: 3‘2“

JIM BESHIRES
123 Davidson Ave

Savannah GA 31419-3013




