
and TELEVISION

Fill~ ""IIIeUI
ROAD OF LIFE

•
ED SULLIVAN
ChnIpieIIf TllellllCI

•
Clalessiols 01 a Gal Vlcalist

What Security
Means To Me

by

KATE SMITH



~Iy Pop is the smartest man
in the world!"

Don' t be too fl u l y to argue tho poi nt, because in
a way J un ior is quite ri ght.

True, Johnny's father never won a Nobel P rize,
and he isn 't onc of tile learned few who can ex­
pound authoritatively on Einstein', Theory of
Relativity.

But J ohnny doesn't measure smar tn cse th at way.
He ha s a more realistic gauge. Living in h is own
little world of awe-inspiring wond ers. Johnny h alJ
his own collection of every day questi on s:

" WhQ' i, Ii,"'n;n,?"
"Wh y doe. if , nOK'P"

"Ho", d~ ' e ' e ";, ion ",orkP"

To Johnny it t akes a heap of learn ing to answer
tho se pu zzl er s - an d h is Po p always h as the
answers :~. qu ick ly, accurate ly and comple tely,
wit h the help of this brand new De Luxe Edition
of World Scope Encyclopedia.
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M- # RiliIoBEST
•

for presenting the

SILVER MIKE AWARD
to

THEATRE GUILD on the- AIR
SPONSORED BY U.S. STEEL

And thanks to YOU readers of this distinguished maga­
zine who have been among the millions of listeners enjoying
Theatre Guild on the Air. Your radio attendance-and the
let ters you have sent us-have helped to inspire the out­
standing performances of the best stars ... in the best plays
... on this Sunday night program.

Now••• NEW TIME, NETWORK

SUNDAY NIGHTS 8:30 ' •. " OT)

NBC NETWORK

,
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PEPPER
YOUNG'S
FAMILY
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A full length novelette: vividly told for
the first time in story fonn-the inspiring
experiences of a young marrjed couple
and their two children . .. highlighted
with hving portraits of the actual stars
who play In t his famous daytime serial.

WHEN AGIRL MARRIES

For man" years you have heard this
famous daily story of the Youngs. an
average American family , their friends
and neighbors in the little town of Elm ­
wood. In the next issue, HAolO BEST

takes you into the little to wn of Elm wood
and into the home of the Youngs an d
tells you in picture fonn a thr illin g ex ­
perience in the lives of this famous family .

THE
DEAN

OF RADIO

T ele vlNlo'l

Mam a. th e famous pla y cornell to T V...
H ig hli« h ts on th e TV sce ne

..
"

HAROLD L. CROSS MAN. I'.bli.f.. .

EDWA RD BOB LEY, EJi/or
J UDITH CO RTADA. A_iel.. ~;.f.l... JERO" E ROTH . A.c o;.uUn"
IlAX LEvt N. A_..c.. E4;~ HARR Y KOWAROS. A .......' .. £4"",

RADIo 8£sT has assigned a top-notch
feature writer and photogra pher- to te ll
the story of H. V. Kahenborn, the Dean
of American Commentators. The story
gives an insight on the thrilling life of
one o! the wor ld 's most-traveled men and
reveals a philosophy that even greater
men have feared to tread

KolMr c IUloh.... 11"';.<11.0.. B......
Har,..,. LI M~ E"tf<n"
G.rt.... (l 'or. P ",C••~ R_rd
~ McCb·•••~.. s.r......

J • • a lAdl •. A_'. f~ M~ ~;4'f...
U.7d H l'To-ohotl 61._....." ~N._ 1..011 ....... R-..••.,Io

OTHER FEATURES
Saul Carson's Sea t a t the Dial. . . . John

J. An th.on.y'. "tiTrlJl.g 'tone. Irene
Beasley's Grand Slam success .. . HolLy­
\OOOd oD th e AI" . .. Me mory Lane ..
CompLeu 7'l1dio o,w ut~ l"ting. and
many more features that have made
RADIo BIlST a favc rrte family magazine.

•
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memory
lane

P lrl n ... o f . to .. an " IOUlleo. t1"'.
fro . I"'" 111_ . f r •• ratu·
yd ..... 0.,."" r e loer !

1 . She rose to fame w ith her rendition of
"My Man" about 2S years ago. She emerg ed
as America's best known comedie nne lind
in later years made history with he r ehar­
actenzallon of an Imp ish little gi rl. She's
now II grandmother. Do you re member"

1. He's cram~ more living mto his life
than any man on earth. He headed II num­
ber of expeditlol\!l to the sub-An:tic. and
became II 1e<::lurer-all before he was twen­
ty·five. He dISCOvered T. E. La w rence, the
mys terious white lea de r of the Arabs. and
was an eye w it ness of the German Revolu­
tion before World Wllr 1. He began II career
III broadcasting In 1930 and IS today one of
the best known commentators on the JUT,

3. Slim, da rk. vivacious an d beau tiful, she
has long been one of radio's leading i lll
~mgers. Suffe,-ing an almost fata l plilne
crash a few )·..ars ago. her oou rage to relum
10 an acuve career has bef>n ha .led by ma ny.

\:\SWE RS
1 f'alllli/ B"c.. 2 Lowell Th"mlU
3 Jalle Fromall •
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lev is ion as op po sed to radio?
J . C.

New Haven, Conn.

, To The Editor : They go to great lengths
o produce a rad io program an d what havc
you got whe n it 's finished . . noth ing but
a vo ice. Af te r all a person talks . s ings or
emotes wi th his entire body, and tha t's wha t
m akes tele visi on so wonderful and com­
plete.

We would like to sec more space in your
magazine devoted to the real th ing, tele­
vision.

MRS. E. H. R EI CH

Wood lawn, Maryland

Damone Fan
To The Editor: I'm a Vic Damonc fan and
I'd sure apprecia te a good article and some
pictures of Vic. I'm sure all his othcr fans
would too.

CLAIRe OLOAK

145 E. 115th S~t,

Bronx, N. Y.

The Jolson Story
To The Ed ito r : Why doesn't reader Stein
crawl out of his cave and tu ne his crystal
set in on some re ally good singers as Gordon
MacRae lind Perry Como? If he wants good
to ne he should listen closely to these fel _
lows ' voices. As for .Jolson's tone, I think
it is as sh arp, corny and repulsive as any
singing voice can be.

Do", S"um
Elkton, Va.

• To The Editor: What's all this fuss about
m y boy J etson's voice? How can anyone
compare Haymes or Co mo to the man who
has thrilled m ill ions for so many years with.
his wonderful vo ice , For proof, just look at
how ''The J o lson Story " an d "Jolson Sings
Aga in" has broken all movie re<:oids,

MRS. A. R OBElITS
Monroe, New York

Down With the Disc Jockeys
To The Editor: I am really infuriated at the
d isg usting jock eys that con tin ually play
records of Mon roe, Como. Damone an d
Torme, It is absolu tely disgusting! I haven 't
heard a Crosby record in so lon g I have for _
gott en if he is a tenor or a basso. I do recall,
how ever, that when they used to play
Crosby discs it was soothing to my ne rves
as Bing has a "gift" and until some goofy
pu blicity made a star out of Sinatra every­
thing was peaceful. It is not television th at
is ki lling ra d io, it's the disc jockeys w ith
the mis e rable selections they play!

IRYl !«; BIIRSTEl'"
3450 W. G renshaw St .

Chi cago, Ill ino is

Addr ess letters and p ict ures to
Editor of RADIO BEST, 9 West
57th Street, New York 19. Only
signed comments will be considered
for pu blic a tion.



FOBSPOBTS
FANS
... II's Box ing III
Ridgewood G rove with
enOUj::h knockdowns and
knock ou15 to mo rt' than
satisfy the mos t a rde nl
figh t ent husiasts.

... there's " Four Star Show
Case" the star-uuclded variee y
~iew fhal featu res songs,
comedy, musk, dancing ... plus
lhe TV gir b with the tDOSl

beauliful leJl:5.

FOR YOU NIGHT OWLS

FOR THE FAMILY

... h 's A.rt Ford's Sat u rda y
N ighl ... II fu ll hou r of
in fo rmal variel )' bIt with
M il km an AI' Ford del ivering II
host of falJ>OU5 !'tUesl celmrit ir !
10 sing, danc e and p lay for you.

. .. iI's " Small
Time" with Dan ny
Webb, Toby
Somme15, Bow and
a hon of ta lemrd
)"oun~ peeformees
from the sod_
circuil.

FOf( THE KIDS

a_.

Ch an nel 11 TV 's the

place . . • lUoe in early

and stay Iate. .. . There's

something for every taste

. .. no age limit OD PIX

fUD and entertainment.

•
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Peck , who starred in CBS'
(Continued on page 11)

T HE

News Digest
For the first ti me in many a picture,

Rosemary DeCamp, who has scored 9.11

nurse J udy Price on CBS "Dr. Chris ­
tian" series, is playing a motion pic­
tu re role which does no t cast her as a
mother. You'll be seeing her as a
shghtl y touched young woman In

MGM's " Big Ha ngover" ... The ro les
of William Arnold a nd Tom Morely In
"T his is Nora Drake" a re played by a
fat her-sen team. F rank Read ick a nd
son Bob Readi ck Penny Singleton
who was replaced by Ann R utherford
In the "Blondie" rol e, has j us t tur-ned
do wn an offer to do a TV version of
the sa me show . .. Alexis Smith has
been mentioned to star in a TV do­
mestic-comedy se ries fr om H oll ywood

Lo retta Young, F red Ma cMu rray
and Don Ameche ha ve again s igned
fo r Lux Radio T healre roles . .. all
three ho ld something of a record. hav­
ing headlined th e sho w 21 times .
The Denl11S Days expecting any min­
ute (see this month's cover).

• •
J ohn Beat who recently appea red

on "We, the P eople," to describe hl.S
Actor's Hobby Sho p, repor ted that
Red Skelton on ce ca me in and bought
a bottle of olive oil made by Frank
Capra. Asked if he wanted the bottle
gift w ra pped , the com ic re plied , "No,
tha nks, I'll drin k It here." And he did.

• • •
G regory

S us pense

ywooo

Basil Rathbone reads Diekrns' "'Christ mas Ca rol" to hi.
6-year-old daurhter Barbara. Basil portra ys Scrooge
on Chr is t mas n a y " Sta rs Over Holl y ....ood.. broadc:ast.

Hf're"ll t he pe r!lODnrlof th e Sa . S pade netee u re AlI:eney
es they .... ind up a nothe r cu e. 1I0..a rd (Sam Spade) Hul!"
di C:la tes Mlul ion to Luren e T uttle, his se creta I''' ElfiE'.

Grade Alle n has th a i tw ink le in he r eye
that ro rbodf1l usual t eeubl e rcr bad .. ­
e red. ever pa tien t hubby, Geo r«e Rurn!l.

J oan Donis pouts trar f uU,· as .l!he i.l!
sc olded by Jo-.eph Ku rn!l a.5 her " I'op"
on the co med, h it "Leave It to J oan."

Fannie Br iee, inco mparable comed ie nne
of radio, Sia lfr a nd sereen. pol>eS ror
her 1II0S1 recen t a nd wetecere portrait.

House J am~n a nd Cat he ri ne Rah t ( Mr. a nd Mr . Ald r ich) join
E:cra (JIenry) Sl one a nd J ackie ( Ho mer) Kel k on Ald r ich doorstep
aftrr the usu al Chris tmas n a y f'!jCa pades .... it h Aldrich ramily.

Lueitle :Ball a nd Richard J~nning re ­
hearse t hei r lau gh able ro les as Liz a nd
George or " My Fa"orite Hus band" .

•



5star bulletin-
s monthly newslett er of informat i on and rumors.

;.
/

/ RADIO BEST
•

HEIDT

WYMA N

Don De Fore has just completed t he movie sequel,
-My Fr i end Irma Goes West- wi th Marie Wil son a t

t wi ce t h e salary of hi s original r ole • Mary
Pickford and BUddy Rogers have se t t led in a New
York a pa r tment na i l i ng the rumors of a rift • . •
Bi l l Ga r gan who plays a detective 1n "Ma r t i n Kane
Pr i va t e Eye " was tw i c e relieved of t h e conten t s of
h i s wallet during r ec en t rehearsals
of the TV s how • • • Dick Ha yme s
gett i ng ku dos fo r his s pecial r e ­
cording of "House of St . Franc is ·
a re l i g i ous show now be i fig a i r ed

on many independent s tat ions across the nat i on
. . • Walter Wi nch ell co ntinue s a leader in t he
Ho oper parad e . .. Ditto Ho rac e Heidt.

The undercurr ent that fo r ced a r ift between Bob Hope
and Bi ng Crosby i s now ended • . • the famous two
are going to make another road picture , - The Road
to Paris · . • • Ronald Reagan and Jane Wyman click­
ing a ga i n ••• As if t o depy the s t o r k rumors ,
Nor a Eddington Fl ynn Haymes has
l os t eight pounds . . • Elo i s e
MacEl hone and radio direc t or Bl11
Warwick have that serious look

• Xavier Cuga t , now es t ranged from hi s present
. i f e Lorraine Al l en has been s lapped wi th &0 at tach­
men t for back alimony on h i s $3000 bank account by
h i s fo r mer wife Mrs. Carmen Cugat .

TV expect ed to make its great est gai ns in 1950 . .•
Exp e r t s give r ad i o fi ve more big years with day t i me
s oap opera becoming bigger wi th t he decl ine o f
night t i me s h ows . •. Margaret Whiting is compl eting
h e r tour of West Coas t colleges which s h e fitt ed in
between he r CBS airshows Mo ndays and Fridays.

WHITING

•
Betty Hut ton reported doing a great job b ef or e t he
cameras of "Annie Get Your Gun· in t he role origin­
a l l y i ntended f or ai ling Judy Garland • . . But
J udy insists on doing · Summer Stock" scheduled for
shoo tibg t h i s month .

10



• • •
It was on Rudy vallee's broad cas t hack

in 1931 thai big-eyed Eddie Cantor made
hili network radi o debut.

Don Am~he mad e his first film rest
for MGM, bu t il "'as Twentieth Cent u ry
th at gue him h is mo\'i e start,

things
you never
kn ew
ti ll now

Screen and radio sta r, Eddie Bracken
won the Queerull County ( N.Y.) Baby
Conte!it when bu t four years old.

•

Gro ucho Marx, s tar of " You Bet
Your Life," g ot s lar t ed in s ho'" busine.
as a boy so prano, back in 1906.

• • •

hollywood OFF THE AIR

Ed Wy nn in fu ll fir e house rej[alia, dog a nd a ll, a rr i..,rs
011 coast 10 resume hiB in com parable, hilariou s rol e on
\ideo as Texaco's fire chid. Is your teleset Slaoki nt:1

• •
"Ni ghtmare," was SO intrigued with
the script as a s tudy in sus ta ined
suspense that he has decided to make
a movie version of the story written
by Samue l Bias.

• • •
Marie Wilson , star of "My Friend

Irma ," now has been designated "the
gi rl with the million dollar legs," by a
na tional organ ization of stoc king
manufactu re rs. We can't help won­
dering what size price tag manufac­
tu rers of the upper pa r t of bathings
suits will place on Mar ie 's other out­
standing vi rtue.

Berry Kroeger, who plays "Sam
Williams" in "Young Dr. Malone,"
went into show business because he
was too shy. At lu ncheon recently,
he revealed that he sta rted out to
be a concert pianist but he was
so terrified of pe rforming that his
teacher suggested 3 ser ies of dramatic
lessons to imp rove his stage presence.
One day someone suggested him as a
fill-in for a radio role. He quickly
sold his piano for a mike.

• • •
To the lis t of u nusual " breaks"

w hic h catapulted show busin ess peo­
ple to star- (Continued on page 59)

Married ea r ly in 1926 G~rge 8ums
a nd Gracie Allen didn't portray a mar '
ri ed cou ple on t he a i r until 19"2.

• •
Dick Hay mes, s ingin g emcee of Club 15

held t he swlm nun g championship for two
y ears in meers held at Cannes, France.

• • •
Since, " We, t he People's" inception

13 years a go, more than 4,000 people
have a ppe a re d to tell t heir s tor ies.

• • •
Bob Crosby, while attending school in

his hometown of Spoka ne, was a devotee
of Swinburne's poe try as we ll ali an a ll­
arou nd at hlete..... ,. ,. ,.

:"olarie Wilson e njoys cool sod. before
duh to s t ud io for another hilarious
a dn'nill re in "M y F ri end Irma" series.

Abe BurroW's br ea ks out in so n.. in his
ini mit a ble vetee and gets a his: assis t
h om Milton DeLu,l'ge on th e accordion.

Rosemary DeCamp, actress sec re ta r y
to radio's "Dr. Ch r istian," had a .child·
hood ambition to become a doctor.

• • •
Van Heflin 's true moni ke r is Emmet

Evan Heftin.
• • •

H. ~ Kaltenborn. noted news InalYIlI .
worked a s a lumberjack in No rt hern
Wisconsin in his early twenties .

• • •
Radio and screen actor, Red Ske lton.

always carr ies a cigar in his mouth-but
doesn't smoke.

• •
J .~kie Kelk, s queaky-vclced "Homer"

of "The A ld r i ~h F a m il)'" found his
first real heart int erest , act ress Nln~J

Walker, ..·h ile attend in~ Prof e.ssionll
Child re n' & hool. S he .as eilt:ht ...
Ja~kie nine .

• • •
Ken Carpenter, for 15 yea rs in radio on

the West Coast, won his spot on the
Crosby show following a brilliant sports­
cast of the Santa Amta Handicap in 1935.

11



Belt~· Rr.dy, da u l:'h l ~r or.n 10.... r.rm~r. calls on her ch ild hood eXpt' r iente.1> tlhe h~l p" prepare fud on -E"erybod~'sFarm'

with Bet ty Brad y,
Farm Hom e p rug r- a m dir ector of W L\\ , {"Inci nnati.

Q

~s "Evervbodv's Choretime"
oJ ~

SHE 'S up with the chickens, in good farm tradi tion,
for her show, "Everybody's C'l.0re llme," but h er day

ends long after her feathered fr iends have closed their
eyes.

The da ug hter of an Iowa farmer, the good-look ing
brunette traces hei- career back to her 4-H wor-k in
hi gh school which frequently required radio appear­
ances, She became actively Interested in radio as a
means of reaching women with homemaking news w hile
she was a s tudent at Iowa State College and was called
on to pmch-hu for a commentator on the campus station.

Besides "Everybody's Choreume." other shows which
have made her po pular with her rural audience are
"Take a H in t from Me," "Family Fair " and her video
show, "reteups."

or all her traps. to state fairs and civic group meetings,
Betty remembers best a recent gathering of the National
Associa tion of Farm Directors in Washin~ton , D. C. ,
when she met President Truman. Betty admus that she
doesn't remember exactly whal she said to the P resi­
dent-she thmks they discussed the relauve merits or
Iowa and Missouri-but she was definitely thrilled and
excited to stand between the President and Secretary
of Agricultu re Brannon while they addressed the group.

Not long ago Betty casuaUy remarked on "Family
Fair" that she had never tasted sassafras tea. Four
ho urs later she received more than a year's supply from
the president of a tea company who had heard the­
broadcast.
12

. L.

Alwa"s in terest ed in ~ple's hobbies, Bett~ inten ·ie .. ..
Mrs.. WilliAm C. Ho ...ud (cent e r) a boul her collect ion of
dolls : Bob Merryman. WL\\ announcer . assis ts on ht'!'
S a l ur day " ,"'amil" Fatr" s how for rurAl lisfe nees.



Theat re Guild on the Air
Sunday, 8:3 0-9: 30 p,m.

This program ill the backbone of NBC 's
bid for recapture of lost Su nday night
Hooper glory which went the way of all
Jack Bennys when stars started. movinft
to CBS last year. There isn't a better

( Conti n1i-td on page 72)

~
~

Th e Goldbergs

!it-d lo: Fr iday, 8 p.m.
TV : Monda y, 9 :30 p.....

There ma y be those among you who are
disposed to cavil, to de mand ho w come ?
You are either very, ve rll yo ung--or your
memory is un\lSually bad-if yo u think
that the radio Goldbergs are new. They 're
no t. On radio, they have me rely come
back from a lengthy rest, a hiatus some­
what broader than most. An d on TV, of
course, they were with us last year. Now
they may be seen -and- heard, or they ma.y
be heard. Friday nigh t's radio script is
on Monday night's tel evision sh ow. Not
only is the show the sa me, but so are
sponsor and ne twork. And so is the cast.
Particularly impor tant ill the Iact th at the
sameness applies to the origina to r, wri te r,
and star of Th e Gol dbergs, Mrs. Gertrud'e...",.

Now, on whichever med ium you prefer
(or whi chever your receiver is eq uipped
to pick up) the re is no reason for going
a whole wee k without the vis it to the
living room of Th e Goldbergs. The re you
will find Mr. Goldberg, played. by Ph ilip
Loeb, Und e Da vid por trayed by Eli
Mintz, Sammy a nd Rosa lie done by La rry
Robinson and Arlene McQuade, and a
hos t of neighbors, vis ltcre and bit-play e rs ,
each cast to pe rfection . Ruling th e roost
is the lady he rself, Mrs. G., usually think _
ing up grand schemes to do grand things
for peopl e.

The people in Mrs . Be rg', Fables of the
Bronx are real , th eir sit ua tions and com­
plexities are real , and the solutions to the
very problems presented are neve r be­
yo nd logic or reality . U you find yourself
beco ming a Go ldberg addict , yo u nee dn 't
be as hamed or to think you've gone soft
or mushy. Th~ are among the nicest
neigh bors on the ki locyde block. In fact,
if yo u haven' t yet acquired the Goldberg
habit, hurry up and get it. Either on

• rad io or TV, yo u miss a lot if you m is.!!
the Gold bergs.

Thank yo u, Mrs . Be rg.

Back On the te lewion screen are the
ndoubtDble M i lton Berle , lind ch.o. llf'1l9ing
his NBC SUCCUI is the thre(lt of the Ed
Wynn sho w through which the "J'f!f1ee t
j ()(J '" is t~ to "lice TV audie'ncu to
CBS. What', nelD--GM realllllO(W1:h t4lk­
ing lIbo1lt--on rcadio, }IOU ca." put into a
th im b U, with room enough left over jqr a
/lea circus. So Wf"U ",zorn",,,, .ome of Ih e
oldie. this trip, both on u leviJiorl and on
lhal old -JlI..fhioned instrument w hich
bring. ~nd wi thout lIickeoU- -Tad io,
remember? So, on wilh the (Igenda.

by Saul Carson

seat
atthe
dial

TV a nd radio p rOll:'u m, "The Gt!ld~,p" ca ntlnu.,. to ~r"'e top ",,,Ieftaht­
nu'nt to nat io n'. Il.'e"e'" Hue I re t he ..GoldMr........lth "'0"" SafOlmy.

Opoenl nll' ' .('·50 I U lIOn o f "Theab e Gu ild o n the Air" pru enled hit ahow,
" Dre a m Gi rl" . t_ rr l" .. Betty F ield. Hue Homn Fkkd t Klve. d lre<:tlo n
to JJetty F ie ld. Keen e Croc:ket t a nd mll l le.1 di rector, Haro ld Levey.
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2 :0 0 a.m, We leave town after the dan ce, I trJ to sleep bUI usu ally don't, T he boJ !;I in the band a re talkinl[ or road .. ar e bad.

IS

..room.
To make myself clear, when a band does one-night

sta nds it makes one-time a ppearances, usua lly at dances.
on a tour so arranged that the band performs every n ight
in a di fferent city or town . Nearly everyone is Iarmhar
to some extent wi th the u npleasa nt side of travelling­
uncomfortable hotel rooms, untidy or unclean clothmg.
the feeling of not really belonging anywhere. Can you
Imagine what it's like to slee p in a different hotel room
every day, with all your supposedly free lime co n ­
su med by travelling '

I F you'd like to have a lot of fun and a nervous break­
down at the same time, I'd suggest that you get your­

self a job as a s inger with a band that does on e-night
stands.

I've been the vocalist .....ith Sammy Kaye's band for
almost three years and although I haven't had a break­
down yet and don't expect to have one, maybe it 's just
because I thrive on the kind of life that doesn't give
a g irl time to eat and sleep, much less to attend to her
personal appearance. Also. I can recuperate when we're
recording for our radio program, "Sammy Kaye'!' Show-

!.ann Lno lie a n d 0... ('n.

n.1I r.... I••N1 with s..".r
Ka r e a nd hi. • •d .

Sammy Kaye's

band

Fun and Frenzy

during three years

on the road

with

CONFESSIONS 0



1 :0 0 p .m.Aft er 7 hou rs in bus we reach our nex t s tand.
Th ree hours of 81",p. U p a t noon for c uetol a p pearanee
a nd the n my first s nack s ince Ii p.m. dinner night be fo re .

2 :30 p .m. I make a wild search for a tailor ,.1\0 mi~ht iron
my dress in a hUHy-the re'. so mu ch lert for me to do .
bUI I u8u ally end u p by doin g t hi ll pressing ehere myself.

J

v

3 :30 p.m. For the next hour and a quarter , all
my ti me will be given oyer to answering ra n mail,
wr it ing to my mo the r, fa mily a nd man y friend s_

confessions of a gal voca list .. .

In case yo u still do n' t u nd ers tand , I'U tell you
how I spend an average d ay and night while we're
making a to ur of one-night stands:
2 a .m.-we leave town, after the dance, in a bus
2 to 9 a.m.-we're travelling to the next to wn ; I

try to sleep but usually don't, either because
the boys in the band are talkative, or the roads
are bad, or both

9 to 12 noon-sleep--oh, wonderful sleep!-in the
hotel

12: 30 to 1 p.m.-I mak e an appearance on the
program of a local disc jockey

1 to 1: 15 p.m.-a sandwich and coffee (I ha ven 't
ea ten since di nner the night b efor e at 6 p .m.}

1:30 to 2:30 p.m.- I auto- (Conti1l.u edonpage 70)

5 :30 p.m. There 's always rehearsal before usual rnad pace
to gel ready for the eve ning ~r(o"".nce and ma ke time
(or dinner unless personal appearance has been arraneed.

8 :00 p.m. If the danee i.s to betri n at 9 o'clock. we ha ve 10
be there a n hour a head of ti me. This br us h with th e Ja w
is mak e believe, but is a n idea of how fas l we must move.

16



-Stella's visit to t he Grosvenor hom e on weal th y Beacon Hill ends
in frustration - for mother and daughter

-S1~1I. O"I1 .... ~ lo....t •• I"f._.
_"I .f 1.10.1 •••~ loy 0"", ) I i .
",i... P~.IT, i••.-..1.,,'" .101 F ~

a no! A.... H •••ett...... if, '. u n!
_ NBC. Mon. tJu....h Pri..4, 1) p._.

"



T HE characters in this
episode from the life of

"Stella Da llas" a rc portrayed
by the same actors whose
voices yo u hear on the a il';

SI~ II.

Lay .~1

Ot.k C.-nn• •

M inn l. G."",.
Gordo.. Cn l.

loin. Gr.n. n or

A E latner

Vhu S......

Spe " u r _ tie r

C ..u V. I.... I; .

Ra,. J ohn ..

J en" HOIIoIon

~;I1 ....~lh Mor~ ...

2. Once in the It'uellt room , Minnie removes her s hoes . an almost
automatic eesture when s he is nred, and Stella, laughing a t
her old friend , forgel s for a moment her fear that Ihi s visi t
to Laurel and her husband, Dick. miJ:hl result in unh appine8lS
fo r herlif')f and Laurel. e ve n t houg h Dick' lI mother is not home.

3 . Her lIrm on Ih e mend, Sidl., in no lime at all. is relaxing in
her .daul'l' h te r's company. When Laurel married int o wealth
an d society. 8 1..lIa had s te pped Qut of her life. ra ther Ihan
be • de t r imll'nt 10 hll'r but now thll'Y a re happy. Laure! does
nOI II' VlI' n Ihink of her hus ban d's anI iely a bout SllI'lla 's visit.

18

4. Diek Gros,·enor 10vII'8 Stll'lIa but, aware that his
mother looks on her aa"soe ia lly inferior, he is
wor r ied a bout Ste lla's presen ce a t Beacon Hill.
.\ viol ent a r .rume nt ensues when Dick eeeewes a
ca ble announcing his mo the r's imlllinent a r r iva l



5. The two moth ers , repr esentin g two dilfe rent
ways of lifl', conf ront each ot he r on t he arrh 'a l of
Mrs. Grosvenor. She is horr iJiI'd to find S tella
in the house, particularly s ince she has br ought
some friends to Beacon Hill with her for a visit.

7. When Ste lla mee te Gordo n Cra ll' and his s ister.
Ora Mount, in the hall way she immtdia tely ge ts
th e impression th a t th ere is something sinister
behind his debo nair exfer fur, On his part, he
wonders whether Stella has money or "influence. "

6, Mra. GrOlJvenor is very plea.sed 1'I"ith her fr iends--the sual'e
and dis ti nl' uishl'd Gordon Craie, and his sister, Ora Moun t,
who spends a great dea l of her time pain t ing dais ies and birds
in water eolor. Ora likes to paint in La urel's room , eeeeuse
of th e favorable lighting, and makes herself at ho me the re.

•

8. wbtte Stella cons ide rs th e motives th a t Gordon Craie migh t
have for vis it ing th e Grosyenor mansion, and Mrs. Gros venor
maintains her a loof a ltitude , Ora Mount is cons ta ntly ta lking
with Laurel and Dick about her skill as a painter of dai sies
and birds , a lIubjec:t which rapidly becom es most monotonou s.

(C<mfinued on nezt vall'.?) 19



9. Stella 6o.II,. tells Laurel that I he mUl t leave
the Gros"enor home beeeuee s he feels her eon­
ti nued presence there is not at ,n to the ir advaD.
teee. She is very s us picious of Gord on Craie,
and would like to stay to prot ect her daugh te r .

1 0 . Minnie Grad,.. too. senses t hat siabler infl uences rna, be at
work in the Grosvenor househ old an d, ", hile the hro ma ke Iheir
prep.ra t ioM to leave, Stella aKa in voices her fea rs . The
moth er I. to rn be tw ee n her desire to be with her dau ghter ir
t rouble s hould come, a nd her f«lIng that ahe s hould leave.

•

20

11. Once more, Ste lle DanIS Is Ioreed out of her da ughte r's li fe beca use of the gap be tween the so<:iely
into whic h Lau re l has moved wit h her marriage, and her own background. Her na tive wisdo m
is not a pprecia ted on Beeeen Hill because she unnot boa!!t of • oolll'le degree. As ahe and
Minnie Grad1take leave of La urel and Dick., Stella ~aliz~ once aga in that her and her dau~hter 'a

worlds do not mix and fears the s in is ter in fluence whieh Gordon Craie will have on Laurel's own
happineu.

Tm:: END



T IF'E: CAN be as . weel es a we<k!lnQ cake
L 1I we mllr .he InQredl ent . lhe rlqht way.
Love , undeTllandinQ, patience, Iru.1 and "
sunny disposItion ore all part 01 lhls frosted
deUqhl. M.., TeITy McGowan, of Eo.t Or.
anQe. New lersay, sant 'n this poetic ..elpe
'or honeymooners.

Wcrrped and ..eafed
Th. ....... III you and I • • • •
Rooted 10 the qroulld.
Groptnq lor the Uy.

--CARLA PATSURlS

WEDDING CAlI:E

Tak . a heaptn., of be" .... a plDCh
01 ..._ .

A ..._ur. 01 qri. and a latted--.
Ill.ad a will 10 'Ii". wilb a ... lI h

lo.har.,

Mix a 11111. 01 da . h with a 101 of
. da •• :

Ha" . a 1. " . 1 of h_d lor til....p.
and down•.

a. ta"lsh With SJl111• • aDd .PQTM
..I... ho ....

Sealoa Ith toleranc., qoralsb

..I'" lo" • .
Fold In __ flatt.ry....._ 011 a

do"•.
SprlnJd. Wi'" hUlllOZ', III.....11.01.

"h'•• t" lI:
An n e. n. a t mlxtu•• for ..edded

bllssl

-Mrt, t.!TJ' McGo... a:o

Ml' .1'" or . full• • If ml' 1..1~ captl". :
Ml' ...... or. rich in til.. allenl hour

And .tronq. n... rlae abo". ml'
ah ac:lr.l.. •

ADd .uflerlDq bealow. a m.....tro.. pow• •1

No.. I om banllhed from the chan. of colo.
Aad .xlled from th. seen. of lauwh lnq

.hym.
eut .udd.aly I . .. aad hear b.yond m.

Lifo'. m...Ic. rlllDOl up, for th. lira. Urn• .

- FrClllk St.bblnq
(P.O.W.)

MURRAY NADEL ..nt In "Endow men t."
wrinen by 0 ... 01 hll ellow f)rlIoneTl

01 war. f rank Stebblnq. In SlalaQ 11B--th.
Germon c:oncentratlon <:amp. for ...,enteen
monthl, It II a mo l te rp'ee.--c trumpet cell
01 ch_ and conaolallon for every .hu'.In.

Wh. " I WCD In ,,,. ...orld I . ow no people . "
Wh .n In .... 'l o rd.a I could ..... 11 00

r Oi••••

Ult.n.d 10 th••lrla'l' and heard 00 mu.
I lc . ..
IlIn .d wana. IIpl and y.t ml' ewe w.r.
frOIr• .

I lOW .... sky but ao' .... Ol..al . .. ....01 . . .
I . nlffed the 11.100... b\l' did "at .m. 1l the

seed . .•

horked '0 .....Ie. hecum'l 00 J.ho"o.h . . .
I It "'1' weo1th b..t did not .....11 my., .

ENI>OWMENT
Sholl I be lame. be<;0\I,.. I am lmprlloned?

Sholl I be blind. for bo.. that Ipll. tb. l un?
Sball I b. d.al. bec<ru . ml' _rl or. pin,

loned?
Sholl I be mut• . for mu. lc. ther! or. don . ?

w•. 100. alai. nUlit Itart f.om Ia<Itch
Beqlnnlnq and endlnq ••• Ilk. a match I

- peqqy Fal'

1\ TECROMANCER Coria Palsuris . qlfted poet
1 '1 of the upPer wesl . kie of Manhatta n
.trollecl throuQh Central Park a nd com. up
wtt h thb soul~hlnq tribute to people,

PEOPLE
Tr... or. tr•••

Ho mertl.....h . r. Ih.y ore:
Clln'ifla" '0 Ih••arlh
Or r_chlaOl 10. a 110'.

A y.llow TOOd. with 'l.guy .Id••,
'H_ lh . ha do wed. arching ••• • • .

Wh .r. lIow• •• • ml1e and •• em to daac.
To th. music 01 th. be•••

STRAHGE ROADS
I'd Iille to leaT. lb. wid . hl.,....al',

So Itra:l.,ht. aDd tratlIc.ftlled,
A" d take a Wlndlnq a1d.·road "'a t

Ca n a l...OJ" lea". .... thrUl.d.

TO A MATCH

FIoatInOl do..... I0IO. 'lUII.red .Iream.
Cast OIIid . Iik. a:o \1911' dr eam .. .
U..I !riO... "'at Ill. b dead.
Ho Ihert we ha". los. o\lr h_d.
Ho . park, no fir•• no "'earn 10 119hl
Th. mom'ri•• "cml. h. d wi th the al9h t ...

I a l...ay. pou Iha l 'l YPlY lan.
Tha t ..lnds behind 111.. hill

Bu. I'd lo" . 10 bo.. lu.....h.r. II q_ . . .
And I "'illJr some day I Will!

- Hkk lI:.lltIy

ONCE MORE we borrow one 01 NIck
Kenny '~ wlstiu l poe ms , . , o lways

touched w hh whimsy ,. whlch appeared
In a recent edition 0' the New York Mirror ,
It onlwers lh. urqe In the hean a ' e ve ryone,
whether they drlv. an a uto or noI--o nome­
leu d_ire to . lrplore entkin<;! plocn. Poet
Kenny wee recently dMcribed In a prolile
In a Iorqe weekly maqazlne as Ihe w ldesl
read ol all Amer kon poell, ~Ince hll poem"
appeo:r In Hear~l poper" and other pe riod.
icot. Ihrouqhoul the cou ntry.

"Slro nqe Rood." ,••urel y one 01 the reo.
.sons for Kenny'l popula r l1 y , And Incld en!.
ally , "Scotte red Toy.," a new ballad by NIck
a nd Chorle~ Kenny, Is malelnq lhe music
bu.lness .11 up a nd lolee notice, We predict
lha t II wt ll be a pe ren n ia l Chrlslmo, favodte.
Get Vincent lopon or the Three Son. '0pla y
It for youl

HAVE YOU EVER shed tear. fora dis­
corded ciqorene pock. twisled a nd

mulo ly emp ly. d yin" a du~lY dealh In lhe
Quttar? Ha s you r heen evar so rro wed for
" burnt au t mOlch ,.lI ck, lhrown oetde cere,
laU ly because h. usefulness wa s dona?
Ge ntla reeder . If you hov a tears prepare to
.hed lhe m now for aren't w e a U akin to these
ma tchless lines?



By J udith Corrado

Lon. I maker of I t...., Ed Salll"I" hroa.ht back R.d7
Vall~ to hl i "7_lt of the Town" TV I ho... to Ilunch
the orl.lnl' uooner On hi, , . eee..fal comel»lell: toor.

I N THE REAR of the theater, behind the
rows of seats. a chorus girl pirouetted on
one toe and bowed gracefully to a non­
ex istent audience. A weird medley of soun ds
came from the orchestra. On stage, a young
fellow in shirtsleeves tested the microphone
in the glare of the hot lights, and wiped the
perspiration from his face. In the wings, a
yo ung Spanish dancer fresh from her native
coun try, a hoofer from a Broadway musical
comedy, and a Negro night club singer,
brushed elbows.

It was dress rehearsal time for "Toast of
the Town," CBS television variety program.
The buzz of conversation ceased occasionally
whe n the director's voice boomed from the
glass - enclosed booth.

"One of the reasons I'm so enthusiastic
abou t television," (Continued 011 page 24)



Portrait of a
happy famll)' :
Mr. and MrlJ.
Ed Su llivan,
daul:ht~ r ~t­

t )' a nd th "lr
do g " o j an lt' " .

•

RUO l:lli . ill l: tal ~IIt III "~ry fi~ld of ~ D.d"a..or ru:ardle8a of
ra c" . color o r c re " , S a lll ..a" .c:o uo4 • bll: h.1t with bu"ban
stan .J ackj ~ Ro blnaoll a nd St a n Mulal on a u 'cent proJrram.

•

Buddy ROI:....l1 (I"f t) w.. • noth. .....tar who mad" bis c:om"ba.,k
trail On Toast of th" Town. Th.a t' a Ed Su lli ..an l igh tinJ: a
dl:are lt ~ and Marlo Le wt•• prod"""" lookillJ:' at ra iJ:ht a t .. 10.
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Ed Su llivan

Toasts the

Town

~ a e e .... pa pennan torn~ ~"'f~, So lliv...•• d llflll fi.-d h••dlinlf o f hi . ..utu-or-~n~nu)ll iu JNMIt ...Ido...
find. h int ..r:~tti n/t Into the ad." fin", h", Ifl.." n mnama n a hr~ak by polIinlf ... Ith .hu... •• fh oro. lin",.

said muster-ot-ccrcrnon tes Ed Sullivan, sna tching a few
moments to ta lk before th e rehearsal began, "is that it is
such a wonderfully effec tive means of promoting to ler­
ance. There's nothing like it."

A Broadway columnist for 17 years anel equally tete­
brated as an emcee of benefits which have raised huge
sums for charitable and civic purposes, Sullivan has
seized on every possible opportunity to spread his belief

Anuthu r.",oo. pe .sona li ly ...ho HO . re1 a ll Toa.1 o f th", T o.....
.... la l",nle<! R u ",1 !kolt s hu..... hue . ",h",a ..i lllt a n .....be .
for E4 Sullivan. S he too prov~d t hat tal~ lIt h aa n o co lo . li,," .
24

in the basic equality of nil peoples . Television , he poin ts
out. brings the pe rfo rmer into the livi ng roo ms of
millions of homes in every part of the country.

"That's why I always try," he continued, "to have
good Neg ro entertainers on 'Toast of the Town.' They
appear on the television screen, not as servants waiting
on a table or saying, 'Can I carry your bag please, Mr.
Jones?' but as competent (CO'Iui'll.ued OTt page 69)

•

Tun'" In . 111' time 10 TOIIlIt o f th", To...n a .. d y ou'lI find a itti llll:
In t h", audi ",n~", som", or 1I011,....ood'a top . Ia ra. fI""",'. hand­
aOIl\~ Kirk Doo tla .. a"k no ... le<!/tI" 1f t h a nk. to toulmaal~r Ed .



To----="""......

Arthur
Godfrey

By wide public demand, by the almost unanimous
choice of the Rad io Best Listeners Panel , this

month's coveted Silver Mike AW8."d goes to Arthur
Godfrey, rad io's, and now television's most refresh­
ing personality.

For years , the rasp-voiced redhead's inimitable
Fine Art of "T he Rib" was enjoyed by a legion of
early-mowing listeners confined to the New York
and Washington areas. Now, thanks to G od frey's
network programs. the whole nation is treated to
h is charms a nd humor, a n enjoyment that comes
as a wel come to mill ions of radio and TV fans .

As the king of co m mercial kidders, his strange
alchemy of brewing gag and timing, has made the
sponsor as well a s the a udience chortle at his jibes.
No one has been able to make the commercial
aspect of radio so palatable. no on e can gla morize
a Tea Bag with more sugar or needle a Noodle

God tr~)' ."cepl ~ Radlq Dut S li ve r Mik e A.... . ro1
f rom h Ili " /till frida y ," MulC IUeh a rd llOl1 .

with bette r finesse .
Du bbed by Fred Allen as the " Hu ck Finn of

Rad io," Arthur Godfrey's career reeds likc a thrill­
ing novel. H e left home at 15 and since then has
been a coal miner, arcliucct's office bo y , Navy ra dio
operator, insurance and ce mete ry lot salesman ,
taxi d river , va udevill e artist, radio announcer.
horse and dog breeder, aviator and finally, in 1933
a radio disc jockey .

Today he is the despair of advertising agency
copy writers and radio "rcuumsts." Making notes
on match-book co vers, dirty en velopes and unused
scripts, Godfrey has developed an uncanny wa y of
losing prepared copy and speeches . In making
this Silver Mike presentation to him, may he con­
tinue to ad lib his way into the hearts of millions
of American Iamthes Arthur Godf rf'Y ill h ea rd on
CBS Mood ay a nd W ecln f'ad a ,. u ·.,. lnp.

"





two before she came to see me. She
wanted to ask me if she should tell
him that she had killed her first hus­
ba nd.

I fe lt extremely relieved when she
completed her story. There were no
po licemen waiting for her, th ere were
no dead bodies awaiti.ng discovery, a nd
I wasn't receiving a commission of a
recently conunitted crime. Actually,
it was a simple story. Yet few , if any,
of the many stories I have heard in my
long career had a more dramatic be­
ginning.

I advised my client to tell the man
who was interested in her the whole
story-that her husband had been a
brutaf drunkard and that she had
killed him to save he r own life when
he had a ttacked her with a carving
kn ife. U this man really loved her,
the recital of her unhappiness and suf_
fering would only bring them closer
together.

As it developed, I was right She
told her prospective husband her story
and they were married shortly after­
ward.

About a year later I received a let­
ter telling me that they were very
happy and were the proud parents of
a nine-pound boy-who had been
na med John Anthony.

THE END

"Suppose you were

sitting in my place,

how would you react to

awoman who just admitted

she killed her husband?"

John J. Anthony
says:

astonishing. When my client said that
she had murdered her husband, ques­
tioru began to tumble over one an­
other in hectic confusion in my mind.
Did she murder her husband before
she came into th e studio? Did she
come here to make a confession? Are
policemen waiting for he r? Has the
body been discovered? These and
ma ny others occurred to me before I
said, in a surprisingly steady voice,
"Go on with your story."

Luckily, as it turned out, none of
these questions was important at the
moment True, she had murdered her
husband, but the murder had been
committed many years ago and she
had subsequently been acquitted by a
court of law. After the woman ha d
relayed these few simple facts to me ,
my next obvious question was, "Well,
what is your problem?"

She went on to tell me that she had
come from Nebraska to consult with
me. She had arrived only ten or
fifteen minutes before and that ac­
counted for my secretary's bringing
her in during the broadcast

After she had been acquitted of he r
crime, wh ich was committed in self­
defense, she ha d gone to Nebraska a nd
there she had fa llen in love with a
ma n by whom she had been employed.
He had proposed marriage a day or

FOR every radio performer, the
moment of silence that precedes

the Bashing of the "on the air' indica­
tor is an awesome period of time. To
me, especially, it is frightening, and
even though I am in my twenty-first
year of radio, I still have butterflies in
my stomach until I hear the announcer
say, "And now the John J. Anthony
Hour is on the air." Since my radio
sessions are entirely ad lib, without
any rehearsals, the added hazard of
speaking extemporaneously keeps me
rather tense. •

Once we are on the air, the broad­
cast should not be interrupted. Ab­
solutely nothing should be allowed to
disturb the tranquillity of the studio.
Imagine then, if you can, how startled
I was when my secretary opened t he
door of the studio during a broadcast
some ten years ago and escorted a
woman to my table, indicating that the
latter was to be my next client.

This was completely contrary to all
the rules and I knew that only an ex­
treme emergency could have caused
her to hake this step. I continued to
talk to the client seated at the micro­
phone, do ing my best to concentrate
on h is problems. Had I known what
was about to happen, I probably would
have been tongue-tied.

As my secretary, a rather imposing
young woman, seated the strange
woman she had brought into the
studle, she had an almost unholy
gleam in her eye.

I said, "Your problem, please."
"Mr. Anthony," said my new and

unexpected client, "I murdered my
husband."

Please project this statement against
the background of fac t given above.
We have an ad lib program. My
clients had been selected and seated
in advance of the program, and I had
expected to go through with the
broadcast as scheduled. My secre­
tary's entrance into the studio with a
strange woman whom she seated at
the microphone almost immediately
caught me absolutely by surprise and
almost threw me off my guard. And
don't fo rget the ominous gleam in the
young lady's eye. It was a billboard
that sa id to me, "All right! Let's see
how you handle this one!"

Your columnist, with what might be
considered a lack of modesty, must
impress upon you now that split­
second thinking is of the utmost i.r;npor ­
tance in my radio work. The number
of thoughts that can flash through a
person's mind in less than a second is

27





• L " ~O"e\ette
d t Lne

A. "Roa 0 d
by Dena Ree--. phs over

an trlUm
.A wom tent enemy

the most POlite's highwaY-
meet on .

she can deSIre to
her own .

f
om realtty.

escape r
~---~

T HE little Hawkins boy was having his d aily visit
with Maggie Lowell, the patient in the next room,

and the pair of them w ere now laughing so much, they
could be heard down the co r ri do r a t the charg e nurse's
desk. T heir laughter made Veri Roberts happy. for
little J im m y was the ga mest patient on the floor while
Maggie, her best fr iend and roommate, ha d been carry­
ing more than her load of trouble lately a nd it was a long
time since Vera had heard her laugh like that.

Nurse Roberts cou ld n' t resist s ticki ng her head in and
tea sing, "Hey you two! What's going on in here?
Jimmy, aren't yo u tired of Miss Lowell yet?"

"Tired of her!" echoed J imm y indignantly. "I'Il never
get. tired of Miss Lowell. She's more fun th an the
circus."

"What greater praise could I as k?" demanded Ma ggie.
She was sitting up, wearing the pale yello w bed ja ck et

which set off her dark hair and white skin and there was
more color in her cheeks than Vera had seen since her
illness, Jimmy's warm little hand lay in Maggie's ; it
see med to belong there. They needed each other, those
two. They were better for each other than med icine.

"Miss Roberts , want to hear the new name I have for
Miss Lowell ?" J immy was asking.

"Sure enough!"
" It's Cap~n Flint, alter Lo ng John's parrot."
"Oh . y ou two are still on Treasure Island."
" Yep. And Miss Lowell can make just like a parrot,

too,"
Vera said , "I agree that Miss Lowell is pretty special

but now, yo ung man, it's time you both had a na p."
"Oh gosh---do we h ah a ?"
"You sure do if yo u want to get strong like Long J ohn.

So sa y 'bye for now and I'll roll you back to your own
q uarters."

., 'By e for now, Miss Lowell. See you tomorrow,"
cried J immy .

" Ma ke way for the pirate sh ip."
When Vera re tu rn ed . sh e found Ma ggie de jec tedly

pressing h er eyes with her hands, her ga iety utterl y

Thl. no~ . I .tt. p ....n~ I" otor,
foc-.. a .ooq u nu fr om "'Th. Rod
..r Llf.... nello ..ri al ... ,111... 10)'
Joh. Y ...... a nel Will ia M Mor w-'
. .... h..~ _ N BC .t S: l$ p .M_

iii.....,. Lk....tl Fri<I. ,..

dispelled , Af ter her happy times wi th J immy , she was
always like this, as if the hammers of memory were beat­
ing too hard on her tired brain and weary body.

" Listen, Goodlooking, you've been overdoing."
" No, Vera, honestly,"
' 'Then why the glum looks. You were okay w ith

Mas ter J im."
" Yes, he 's a da rli ng but-e-"
"But he reminds yo u of your own yo ungster, is that

it ?"
"If Tommy had lived, he'd be just J immy's age. He

brings it all back-."
" It's the Island Fever, honey. Don't forget it 's knocked

the stuffing out of you. You're w eak a nd naturally yo u
get the blues. But yo u ha ve a good sleep no w an d later
yo u ca n get out of bed for ten minutes ."

"I' m go ing to sit up for fifteen minutes today,"
" Says you! Bu t we 'll leave it up to Dr . Brent. He's

coming down to see you. F or a patient, be got to be a
visitor real fast. "

" But I thought he was ord e red back to bed for more
rest." Dr. Brent had ca ught the feve r too. It was as
if the dangero us germ w ere re venging itself on th em ,
the sci en tist and his assi stant , for find in g so me thi ng to
figh t it.

"Su re," la ughed Vera . "Bu t wha t's Island F ever to
the two of you! You in vented the serum to cure n­

"Don't give ~e the credit with Dr. Brent. I'm only
the technician. He's the doctor."

"Okay. You share th e honors between yo u. Now be
a good girl and sleep. I' ll be in later to help you doll u p."

Maggie closed her eyes d utifully , "How glad I am to
be a lab technician," she thought. "My life 's a mess but
I've go t my work."

She had always loved her work but D OW af te r the



"Did you feel lik e this after your husband died ?"
"Like what, Dr. Brent?"
" It's the most extraordinary thing. Carol seems more

alive to me as time goes by. I sit in her room by the
hour. I can smell the fragrance of her hair and almost
feel she's there. She had a great gift for living. Maggie.
She'll go on living-"

His voice was vehement, as if he were trying to con­
vince h imse lf. It's fun ny, Maggie thought. the quirks
of the h uman mind and he a rt. At some time. J im must
ha ve known the truth about Carol-that she wasn't
worthy of h im. But he had to ha ve some thing to cling
to , so he created a Ca rol of h is own making, above
reproach, wonderfully un derstanding, so alive she lived.
in death. He ha d put her on a pedestal and woul d go
on worshipping her because thi s .was the way he wan ted
iL It would never matter what Maggie would be feeling
because he just would n't see iL For h im. she was
Lowell, efficient lab worker, a wom a n who. like himself.
must be living in the past.

"Tell me , Lowell," he repeated again. "Was it tha t
way for yo u too?"

Maggie answe red qui etl y, " I don 't think so, Dr. BrenL
You see, my husband was killed suddenly, in an accident.
1 was almost too numbed-by everything-to r ealize
what had happened. And then on top of it-my baby- "
Her voice welvered for a moment. "I had to give him
over to my h usband's fami ly . I thought at the time it
was the rig ht thi ng-I had no money, no job. I was
beaten down by grief--efraid of the fu ture. afraid for
myself and for Tommy. So I let them take him. And
now he's dead. I' ve thought and thought, ti ll it 's driving
me crazy. Oh J im, how could I have let them take
Tommy- " She broke down in to such un controlled
weeping that Jim became alarm ed and rang for the
nu rse.

"Now, Lo well, stop that! Pull you rself together . You
need a sedative."

"N9, I'll be all right. I guess I'm just ove rt ired."
"Of course you are and it 's all my fault. I'll leave

now and you get right back to bed. And remember.
Lo well, yo u have nothing. absolutely nothing, to re­
proa ch yourself for."

Maggie looked at hi m with haggard eyes. "I don't
know," she whispered. "I'll never kn ow. Maybe if 1'(1
fought harder to keep hi m. he 'd be alive today. He 'd
be seven years old . We'd have been wo nderful pa ls."

"Of course, of course. But th e world is full of yo ung­
sters who need mothe ring. I hear young J im next d oor
has improved immensely thanks to yo u.

Do n M(LaU!t"hlin
pla ys Dr. Jim Brent

Alice Yourman
pia YIl Mfll. DeWitt

Fever. she could appreciate it even more. Ho w luc ky
she was to be a ble to wo rk s ide by side with men wh o
we re fighting the battle of science against disease, no
matter what the cost to themselves. She wondered
about Jim Brent, He had scarcely gotten ou t of his sick
bed and now he was going to visit her. Did it mean
anything beyond the interest of a chief for his aide?

No use hoping in l hal department, she told he rse lf
sternly. What did it matter that she loved him-had
always loved h im from the moment she went to work for
him ? J im was ir revocably los t to her-now, more than
ever. While his wife, Carol, was alive Maggie used to
hope-e-m he r most secret hea rt, of course-that some day
he might get his freedom and discover that she was
wa iting for him, her love warm, unselfish , eager.

When Carol died, Maggie told herseU, " In time he 'll
get ove r it and begin to live again." But J im wasn't
getting over it. A hospital is a hot- bed of rumor and
she had heard that J im Brent was SO weak in his lone­
liness that he went on thi nking about Carol, talking
about her, glorifying her with virtues wh ich she had
never possessed in life . And who would tear down the
monument of his devotion ? Not she. Not even Dr.
Carson McVicker, head of the hospital a nd a psych iatrist .
No, everyone was letting Jim work out h is own sa lvatio n
and only time would tell whether he wo uld succeed.
Maggie had her own life to put straight and she might
as well begin by facing th e fact that J im Brent would
not turn to her.

She fell asleep and when she awoke an hour later, she
felt much stronger. She drank a glass of milk and then
Vera helped her change to her rose housecoat a nd try
out he r legs again. She walked about th e room dete r­
mined to get her strength ba ck . How the Feve r had
taken its toll of he r! She stud ied her face in he r com­
pa ct mirror by the window 's light and was shak ing her
hea d over it when Ve ra ca me and took the mirror away.

"Put on some goo," she commanded. "It'll ma ke yo u
fee l better."

"No use. Ma keup just disappears."
"Try it anyway. It's good for the morale-c-Dr. Bren t's

morale," she added with a grin.
Maggie applied powder and lipsti ck and settled down

in the easy chair as J im appeared at the door. He
looked crisp, as a lways, bu t far too pale and wan. "I'm
glad to see you up, Lowell ," he said, ta king he r ha nd
"How do you feel ?"

" Abo ut as yo u do, I imagine," she laughed . " P leas e
sit down. I'm sur e you shouldn 't be on yo ur feet. "

"Oh, I'm ta king it easy, Lowell. Just loafing a round
the house now. Only McVicker ca lls it mooning."

J im sighed heavily, his eyes far away and Maggie
kn ew he was th inking of Carol again.

"Lowe ll, te ll me something."
" Yes, doctor?"

"



Helen Lewis
pia ,.. Mauie Lowell

"1 h a v e n 't done
much. J ust some pic­
tu res and stories-"

"Good! Good fo r
yo u both-keep it up.
You'll be yourself in
no time. B ut hurry
up and get well" He
smiled. "We all miss
you. When I get back
to the lab, I'll be lost
if you a ren 't there."

Maggie managed a
smile as she absent­
mindedly took the
medicine a nurse
brought. "I wish that
were so, Doctor. Don't
worry-I'll be back
sooner than you think."

"Good. Good. We've got something exciting for our
next project, But don't 1 always say that!"

After he'd gone, Maggie was glad enough to get into
bed again. She lay thinking of his words. She must do
better, stay up longer, brood less. She wanted to help
young J imm y, to keep him laughing.

"If I really worked at it, it would be like having
Tommy back," she told herself.

But it wasn't. After each visit with J imm y, gay and
happy though they were , Maggi e was filled with an
overpowering melancholy. Her yearning was the oldest
known to woman. S he wanted her baby, flesh of her
flesh , the child she had borne and given up and who now
was lost to her forever. It was bad enough to know that
he was dead but to fee l guilty of having given him up
and perhaps sped h is death, was almost more than she
could bear. .

It was about a week later that Maggie returned to the
room she shared with Vera. She had looked forward to
the day of h er discharge, but now she felt n o excitemen t,
no yearning to get back to he r work again. She sa t at
the win dow and stared out in to the street, Merrimac,
Always a warm, fri end ly little town, suddenly seemed
cold and alien. The unfriendly atmosphere pressed
down upon her. Maggie arose fr om her chair . '

I must ge t away Iro rn h ere, far away, she to ld ' herself.
Qu ick ly, she donned coat an d ha t a nd made he r way
through th e st reets to th e statio n.

"I'd like a ticket for the firs t t rain out," she told t he
man be hi nd the little glass window.

"The first train to where, Miss?" he asked.
"It doesn't matter. Anywhere."
She immediately regretted her words. The ticket

agent's pie rc ing stare was frightening. Maggie turned to
flee and collided with a midd le-aged woman.

"I beg your pardon," she murmured a utomatically, and
rushed out of the waiting room. She was suddenly very
dizzy. With u nseeing eyes she groped for a bench,
stumbled toward it and sa t down.

Sunshine was streaming in through the window when
Maggie opened her eyes again. She was in bed and
for a moment she thought. gratefully, that she was back
in her hospital room. Then thoughts came crowding
back and her eyes travelled to a calm, smiling woman
s itt ing beside the bed. S he remembered now that this
was the woman she collided with at the sta tion. Maggie
thou gh t she had never see n anyone so serene and peace­
ful.

" Are you awake, my dear?"
"Yes. Where a m I?"

"You're in my home. I'm M rs . J ohn DeWitL My
husband is the Reve rend DeWitt. You fa in ted at th e
Station and I brou ght you home."

"I remember seeing you at the sta tion. I wa nted to
go away b ut I guess 1 wasn' t up to it."

"Shall I ca ll someone? Your fr iends or perhaps a
relative?"

"No. No, please. If I could just rest a little-"
"Of course. You 're welcome to rest as long as you

want. We'd like to help yo u, my dea r. My husband
thinks that you n eed a doctor. He has a good friend­
D r. J a mes Brent at the hos pita l- "

Maggie sat bolt upright, "P lease, please, don't ca ll a
doctor! I know what's the matter with me. I' ll be all
right in a little while."

"Don't worry. We wo n't call anyone unless yo u say
so . Only it' s hard fo r us to help you-and we want to
help you," she added with a smile.

" Even though you don't know who I am or what I
have done?"

Maggie had never seen such a wonderfully kind smile.
"Would you like to tell me what it is you've done?

I' ll try to understand if you want to tell me."
"Oh 1 do," cri ed Maggie. "I' d like to talk to someone

and you' ll understand-I feel it. You remind me of my
f wn mo ther."

"Well mothers are pretty much alike, aren't they !
And then I'm the minister's wife. Everyone tells me
their troubles. I've had my own, too."

"Trouble-you ? O ne wo uld never think so-you look
so serene and strong."

"We have to learn. That picture over there--they're
our two boys. We lost them in the war."

"Oh, I'm so rry. I-I lost my son , too." S uddenly it
was all back. She turned her (Con.hnued 011. page 63)

Luckil,. for Mag~ie . Mra, Am,. Dewitt, th e mi nister 's wife,
is .t the railroad slation when dininess comes upon her.
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The mad fellow with the mustache looks like a sane and
ste.dy fellow as he joins his fa mil, in waving goodbye.

Never did a father take work 80 seriousl, as Groucho when
he strains the sal)d for Melinda in yard behind U1e house.

"

the
happy
home
of the

cnr
GroDcho Marxs

g roucho, his wife Catherine and
their two-and-one-half-year-old

daughter, Melinda, live in a recently­
acquired home in the Beverly Hills sec ­
tion of Hollywood. The house is on the
fringe of the campus of the University
of Califomia and Groucho, when he's
not leering, or striding around in his
frock coat, is sometimes mista ken for
one of the professors.

Groucho and Catherine have been
married since 1945.

On stare Groucho doe. everything but aing so Catherine,
"ith wifely tolerance. leta h im exercise his vocal chorda.



Ca the r ine may not be so ex pert at billia rds as G ro uc:ho i~

but she'd make a pretty ado rnment for anybedy's table.
T he re 's a lovel y view f ro m the window hu t Mr. a nd Mrs.
Marx are more interested in winning a game of gi n ru mmy .

It's th e

only estate

on

Beverl y H ills,

says

G roucho ,

without

a

swunm m g

pool



hat Security

eans to me!
by Kate Smith

"What Secu rity ~1eam:1 to

Me" is the first in a lIe ries of

artides written ex pressly fo r

Rad io Best by some of the

na t ion 's leading personalities

in the fields of radio and s how
business. You're invited 10

send in your own ecmments

and opiniul13 pert ai ning to
this se ries of artid~.

EVER YONE IS talking about secur-i ty tod ay. On the
front page of your newspaper it's national security.

Most of us agree that national security means guarding
our liberties and the democratic principles which are
our birthright. Without national security you don't have
the luxury of worrying about personal securi ty

Vet if you hs ten in on the passing conversation of
yo ur neighbors, yo u hea r that word "secu rity" again
and again, on the lips of everyone from our teen-agers
to G ra ndma.

"How ca n we get married when we haven' t any
secur ity?" J heard a yo ung couple as k. Vet they had
youth, good health, love, jobs to feed
them and a little mo ney in the bank.
OUf grandmothers would have thought
th at a pretty . good start to bu ild a
ma rriage on but these youngsters were
too aft-aid of the future to mee t it.

How ofte n do yo u say," U I only had
a little security, I'd live di ffe rently''''
Wouldn't we be telling th e whole
truth if we dropped the "differently"
and jus t said , " I'd live." We don't live
today because ......e a r e afraid of to ­
morrow.

Wha t IS security anyway ? I su ppose
it has nearly as many meanings as
th ere are people for it is as personal
as your Inner convictions. It goes to
the co re of yo ur life. When we are
very young we imagine that secu n ty comes with a fa t
ba nk account, a rich h us ba nd and a home of our own.
These a,"e all very pleasant to have bu t don 't imagin e
yo u are secure if you have them and insecure if you
don 't. P eople w ith material riches a re s ti ll hunting for
security, seren ity, peace of mind .

To me. sec urity means faith in God and because of it,
faith in the plan of life and whatever tomorrow brmgs .
I believe that we are all endowed with the strength to

meet it and manage it w ithout being thrown off-course,
if we only act with courage. Wi th faith and courage you
greet tomorrow no t with fea r, but wi th p leasant antics­
pation and healthy curiosity and if it should disappomt
you- as it sometimes must-you make a game of turn­
ing your d isa ppointment into something that serves you.
Pe rhaps it makes yo u a more unders tanding person
Trouble is no stranger to a ny of us. The trick is to make
fri en ds with troubl e so you take the sting out of it a nd
find som ething good in it.

I know a w idow who has very littl e but her own
inner resources. She ha s no children, but sh e m others

every child who crosses her path. She
has a small job and not much money
b ut she manages to ha ve enough to
help those who have less. She's not
afraid to invest in li fe today and she's
"secure" in the be lief that she can
meet it.

Contrast her with her neighbor who
seems to ha ve every thing-a good
husband , devoted childr en, more than
enou gh of this world's goods. Yet she
is one of the most insecure women yo u
co uld find because she is consumed by
fea r . W ha t if her h usband should
leave her for a nother woman? What
if the ch ildren marry and leave her
al on e? What if their income co ntinues
to d ro p and they lose their money "

Her Ute is walled up in "what Hs" and she is too

pe trified'" to ac t.
If she really believes she is on the b ri nk of these dire

events or even if she just im agines them, wouldn' t she
be more sensible to learn how to s uppo rt hers elf and
make friends w ith herself ? If she cou ld feel she'd go on
being a person in her own r ight without money and if
necessary , even without her family, she would indeed
have real security and very likely the things she worrrcs

"



Kale Smit h, the firs llady of ra dio, as she looks today.

about will never happen. Because she'll be alive instead
of being en tombed in her own fea r, her children , eve n
if they ma rry, will go on lov ing her, How could they
help it if s he's an out-going and a happy woman! Change
does not mean disaster and if we are secure we know
this. Security means I have the courage to let the past
go and let the future wait a small moment while I live
today.

I like to remember a woman who was well into her
forties when her husband died. Her son was grown and
living his own life . She wanted to be independent and
decided to try a professional field , one in which she
had some small experience. All the world and his
brother told her it couldn't be done at her age. She
refused to listen. "II I fail, at least I'll have had the
satisfaction of trying:' she insisted stubbornly. She
worked hard as a girl of eighteen and she thrived on it.
She succeeded too and now the very friends who told
her it couldn't be done are insisting they always knew
she could do it. For today at about seventy, she is still
going strong. She still looks forward to tomorrow. know­
ing that she can cope with it.

How can we grow more secure? First by knowing
that there is a Higher Being who shapes our lives,
"rough hew them, ·though we may." I've foun d that

people with a real sense of securit y pray. A quiet pe riod
daily ( 0 1' prayer 01' med ita tion bri ngs us back to the
fou ntai nhead of inner st rength and calm, The next
step is to make the rig ht attitude a habit . You r em ember
that well-loved Sanskrit verse:

Look to this Day!
For it is Life, the very Life of Life
And in its brief course lie all the verities and realities

of your existence:
The Bliss of Growth
The Glory of Action
The Splendor of Beauty.

For Yesterday is but a Dream
And Tomorrow is only a Vision;
But Today well-lived makes every Yesterday a Dream of

Ha ppiness
And every Tomorrow a Vision of Hope.
Look well, therefore, to this Day!

That's a wonderful yardstick to live by. Live byoit long
enough and yo u have security.

Then. no matter what, act, don't brood. II trouble
comes, 00 something. It's the do ing that will get you
over it. Tell you r self. ' 'This, too, shall pass," and
wish it godspeed by asking (Con tinued on page 70)
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War m underwear is A basic necessity for
the skier; Dee's long undies are red, with
eon cotton inside and wool outsid e.

THE girl w ho wants
to be a successfu l skier
should be more dis­
criminating about
the fit of her sk i
clo thes than the
fas hion . Carelessly
fitted dothes, even
in the latest style,
may hamper her
style on th e icy
trails. DeeGent­
ne r, of MBS'
"T rue Detective
Myste ries ." shows how to
dress-from inside to out­
side layer-for the ski
slopes...

•
she's

lovely-

she's
on

Two pairs of socks. under one of cashmere and outer pai r of
wool, are worn to keep th e feet warm ; the size must be right. so
that there will be no wrinkles at the skier 's toes or heebs .



Ski pants should be taut fr om th igh to
ankle; noti ce how t he ban ds of Dee's
pants fit very snURly under her instep.

Well -fitted boots a re the foundation of
skiing and should be chosen with ca re;
feel snuJl: wh en new. st retc h when wet .

Cotton shir t wa is t and heavy sweate r
(ove r Dee 's ann ) come next ; a belt bag
for cos metics and change is worn at hip.

•
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"

J acket of water-repellent ee tten poplin with windbreaker of
nylon, left, completes the outfit an d Dee is ott for the ski to w
in an AWltin with s lid ing roof through which she pr oplI her skis.



As you read this story,
the stork is hoyering oyer

the happy home of the Days

•

happy

are
here

h e was only 21 years old and this was
his first big chance. One of the most
famous stars on the air needed a
vocalist for h is network radio pro­
gram. The youngster's sweet Irish
tenor rang clear and true in the songs
he sang during the first half of the
audition, and then he paused to resl

But while he was talking with the
pianist about his next number, the
voice of h is prospective employer
broke the comparative silence in the
studio. "Den nis." he called. Tense and
nervous, the young singer swung
around and (Continued on po.ge 68)



When bab y J am es I~atrick wes bo rn laet December, Dennis sh ell ed ou t $25 to his p re lly wife . He !t'ue8sed it would be a g ir l.

De nn is an d his proud Ma. Mrs. McNulty,
d iscu ss the co ming bleslled e vent. Dennis
AyS he hopu: that th ill lime it will be a g irl.
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AI J olson playa Santa Claus' little helper and reb a very
p~elty t hank you from hQ; tiny son, AN, for a n ry prelly
gift that AI cJ:plains h'l! oul of Santa's ove rloaded b
AI's prelly wife, Erie, is there to corroborate the sto~;:
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T he . Ia te .Buddy .Clark posed for this
famil y picture lust before his fa tal
acci dent . He rc 's th e beloved crooner
wit h ...ifl' Na dra and dauJt hter, Pen ny.

, .

amlY

Na ncy Crair holds undivided attention
of. he,. two rounrsters, Billy, 5, and
Abe~ 3, dunnr s tory book session in
Btudlo of their Bayside, L. I.• home.

let's
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·t he
meet

h ere they are, th e five most wanted
family portraits of the stars and their
ch ildren - requested by you, the
readers. They're all here-A rt Link­
letter, his Mrs. and brood of five; the
Ted Malones and their two beautifu l
daugh te rs ; the Buddy Clarks and
daughter Penny; the Al Jolsons a nd
little Ass, and Nancy Craig with her
son and daughter.

Mr. and Mu. Art Linkletter
at home wit h all t he litt le
t.tnkteners: Sharon , 2. Dawn,
9, Art Jr.. 11, Robert, 4,
and Baby Diane atop pia no.

..

Mr. and Mu. Ted Malone
enjoy an evening of song and
fun at home wit h their two
attractive dau gh ters , Elaine,
11, at th e piano and Happy, 9.



speaking of old bats

which 'belongs

to my wife ):

My
Mother-

in-law
by Herb Polesie

R~~.~~ •• ,,~l;'t ••
ROSSO!'i'S

"T..~.I, QMo.Il_.~

i ll88)

I T ALL started at the wedding. We were married at
the Astor Hotel. Midge and 1 wanted a quiet little

ceremony someplace but her mother picked the Astor
so there'd be enough room for heT friends .. . it was sooo
nice not knowing anybody! I can remember when she
got off the elevator and proudly said, "Grand Ballroom,"
and one of the attendants said, "Are you with the
groom?" She answered, " I should say not! I'm the
bride's mother!"

Th en came the b ig moment when we walked down
the aisle. 1 felt as nervous as a pitcher with the bases
fu ll and Ted Williams coming up . When the minister
said, "00 you take this man to be your lawfully wedded
husband?" 1 didn't mind when both Midge and her
mother said, " I do," but when we got back to the house
and 1 had to carry the two of them over the threshold,
that was too much. But we three had a pleasant honey­
moon that's still going on.

Now don't get me wrong-I really love my mother-In­
law. This sounds like a paradox because 1 kid her every
week on Ronson's ''Twenty Questions" show. But if 1
didn' t love her, 1 couldn't kid her. I've been in the
business of getting chuckles, titters and yuks for a long
ume and when 1 like a person, it seems easier to rib
them-there's no bitterness or ani,mosi ty. Things they
do strike me humorously cause 1 have a genuine warmth
and affection for them. That's the way it is with me and

"

my mother--tn-Iaw . II 1 thought for a minute that she
resented my little quips about her, I'd stop-but she's a
great old gal and of )ate 1 suspect there's a little bit of
ham in her too because being mentioned every week on
the radio has made her a star attraction at bel' little
mahjong ga me in her home town, Weehauken, New
Jersey.

Although 1 don't play the game, I sometimes look over
bel' shoulder to bring her a bit of hard luck. She makes
with the "barns" and the "flowers" and 1 make with
the "cracks" (edi to ria l note: that guy sure kn ows his
mahjong!) I like to feel that in establishing a nice
kinship with my mother-in-law, I might, in some small
way, influence other guys in their in-law relationships.

There are lots of times when you can avoid a big
family squabble by see-ing the humorous side of the
situation---even if the joke is on you. Laughter is like
one of those Coney Island mirrors that tum perfectly
serious people into joyous objects. II you can get your
mother-in-law to realize that "life--witli you---can be
beautiful," th e whole household can run smoothly .

For example, my mother-in-law is alright in her
place but her place is my place and she's always over
at my place. So one morning Midge and I packed up
our kids, Bobby, 10, and Terry, 7, a nd went over to her
place! The beys must have been pla ying "co wboys and
Indians" cause suddenly the (Con tin.ued on page 74)



Name this famous
Mother-in-law! Conduc ted IJ¥

HERB POLESIE

Here's your chance t o compete in the
"20 Questions Contest" radio's favorite family quiz show.

nodoubt, as you've sat in your livin g room tuned
to the enjoyable ' 'T wen ty Quest ions" p rogram you

have ofte n said to yourself, "that's an easy one, wish I
were a co ntestant." Well, here's your chance to play
the ''Twen ty Ques tion" game and win val uable R onso n
ligh ters , just as if you were an actual contestant on a
broadcast. Begi nning with this issue, RADIO BEsT will
publish a "Twenty Question" contest in four consecutive
issues. conducted by members of the ''Twenty Question"
panel The first contest, which follows, is composed by
Herb Polesie. By reading the twenty questions carefully

you sho u ld be ab le to identiCy th e name of a famous
Mother- in-la w. The co ntestant who sends in th e first
correct a nswer to the Contest Editor. will receive a
handsome Ronson Mayfa ir Ligh ter, va lued a t $16.50
plus lax, and the opportunity to com pete for the G rand
Prise, a so lid gold Ronson Adonis, valued at $200.00 plus
tax. The next four co ntestants w ho se nd in the correc t
answer will receive a Standard Tortoise Ronso n Lighter.

Competitors for the Grand P riu will consist of the
top win ners in each of the four contests. For complete
details read the list of rules on this page.

TW ENTY CLUES. S UBMITTED BY H ERB I'OLESIE

What famous mother-in ·!a w is th is!

1. Is s he huma n ! Yu- -:we ho]U ,o!
2. Is s he liv ing ! Y u -i! that', wlut t

you wan t to call it!
3. Is s he E uropean! ..... ..Yea
4. Is her husband li vin g ! Yu p

5. Is he fa mous! .. , ~ H#J 'UTe it
6. Is her hus ban d in t he ente rtain-

men t field! __ Y ea
7. Is he a perfo rmer! Yea
8. Is he in the movies now 1 No
9. Ha. he el'er been in the movies! . Y ta

10. Doin g rom antie parls1 Yea
It. Does he si ng a lso! Yea

12. Has be ret ired ! .... No
13. Does he s ing in night dubs ! Y ea
u. Can he be iden t ified by on e pa r .

ticular so ng! " y ea
15. Are his initials the s;me a ll Y tf .. bu t ¥ou fill ur e

Bin g Cros by's ! out which VJaU.
16. Is s he famous in her own r igh t ! .Nb
17. Hall s he a well-kn ow n son ! . Yea
18. [s he al so in the e nterta inment

world! . Y ea
19. Hu s he a fa mous so n· in· la w1 No
20. The n is her famoUJJ daughter·i n ·

law a n aclreft ! Yea
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SO YOU'LL REMEMBER

Mama rescues

her son's reputation

as a poet

AN epiaode, in piclurs. l rom the CBS
television procram, "Mama" <FridaJ'.

' :00 p.mJ , written by F" lOk G.bTie~,

and produced and d i~ by Ralph Nel ­
son in usociation w ith Carol Irwin.. 11le
Pf'OIJ'am revol ves a round the M:tivi ties 01. •
Norwecian-American family of the early
twentieth cen tury and wa$ lU.IIested by
Kathryn Forbes book. "Mam.a'. Bank Ac­
count." The book w-. a hit on the stage
and screen as "l Rem ember MIl"",,"

Coo' •
M...... . _ __ __•.P.I'U ",...
Papll. ...B ,_ ,.__ J...... lAir.
Hel .._ __.._ _ _ D1c.. Va .. Pan_
K"trin. . _ _, ,_ ..... .._ , klu
Floraloen _ , B.th.1 Leol""
S h.nn•. ..•....._.................•..•__ , Ile AIle,-
P ct e Be.. C...pn
H I. ,PII I1lp Krl .
t ll ei. ..... . ...A....' Lowl.

2. 0"',,"1 t he t e lephone, N",I. neel"" th ",
dr....dfo l n",w. that hi . Iweet heart, F lora .
belle, wh o b.. been ",i, IUn.. her Untie Jim,
m l\1I1 now I{O b-ad: to her ho me In D' lI &11,
Texa, . M,ma and Papa ae n", hi' IIOHOW ..

he len '.,.. t he hoa.., 10 ..1,1t hi , ¥loraHlle.

3. Nel l lind, Harold ..d Pet~ two oth""
be • • x of Fl orabelle w it h her. and he ..d
Harold .. ",t lnlo • heat"" .rpment a. to
whether It', nice to a.., . 1..... III fnHll of th..
" _ 111( lad,. . While the,. a"I1l~ Pete Rbi.,. th..
eh. net: t o talk wit h the da rlllll{ of hla h",.rt.

4 5



4. h Rb.N with ~" dnlr" to wrll" a Jl<M'ID. (or Ihe
lov ely Flon~lIe. N"la leon 10 Ih e loul library to uk
(or a "book that l eil a yOIl h_ to write poe...~ He la
d lam aYN to learll frOIR th" librarian that Pd" and
Harold, wllh th" p",,, Idea In mind, ha"e be"R ther".

5. III ... acoalzed "lI'ort to co.......... poe", for hil
aw",t hu r l, N el. wr it" " W ho I. Fl orahelle .. Wh.1 J.
aher' It aGoad• • 1IIy, maybe bee••se Sh. h.pe.r"
""ra te It, "Who I. s,.I"I.r Thudln, the book.
pld", Nel l ""rltn "Florab"lIe, fair Flonb"Ue •• ."

6. Sarahanne, th" little lel r l who II" ... nul
to t he HUl aen l ', find l the poem a nd m"m­
o rlzes It. S el a Is horrified--"rd n,,"er hear
th" " nd o f II"-when ahe Ih n a t"na 10 t en
th" family, and bribe . hn wit h . nickel.

46

7. Mama thlnQ II ""ould be ni ce if Nel l had 10m " little pr es"nt to tlke 10
hi s lad y (rlend on her lut e .." n lnll: in town eo a he IIllkea a boaqaet of 1I0..en
and ti n a r ibbon On IL Katr lll ia aco rn(al beea lls" I h. doe lln'l Ilk " I"10ra­
'"'-lie Jones a nd r apa Ha naen i. v"y mu ch a mo llfll aboat Ih" ..hole th ln l!:.
Nel l la 1IP11lai... Il:el tl nle d reaaed ; be'a " e ry mach excl tfli aboul h la poe....



8. N",la flu abud)' borro ed Papa' a "lent
tie, ...Uh out ".~I..lon, d "0'" h", uka If
h.. .:." ...... r hl a .... t.: h. P.pa thh.ka It "'ou ld
bf' almplu If h", hlm aelf m.d.. t h...Ialt t o
Plor.bf'lI.. but N..la h.. .. 0 mind for Jot_

.ADIO ~EIT ~ A\~ k\\
fJ~<!B~-

9, JDllt befeee he I... . " for Plonb.,ll e '. houee, Nela dlaeonra th.t M.ma
h.. bur.. ..d hi . poem. M.m. la 'l"u)' mo <:h up ad be<:'u~ llhe r...IIKell now
ho w ve ry Important thl!' poem i. to N",la. "I _ a o nly trying to plek )'Ollf
room up ," .hl!' a.ya. N el a ... nnot remember the poem .nd, in lll.tl".. that
M.ma haa rulned hla IIfe , h I!' j(oe. out. th", bunch of nower.. in hi. h.nd.

10, While Nela I. trying, In the face of H.rold'a .nd Pete'. eeeen, to m.ke P1orab"'Ue b",lIe'l"'" that he did
.... rtte • poem. M..... dlaeo'l"er. th.t S.r.h.n"e r..m..mbera N",la' po..m. In no time at .11, Ith.. I. 0" the t..I..­
phon.., r eciting the poem to FlorabelIe w ho a.ya It'. Ih e but of .n .nd r....... rd . the " poe t " ...Ith • kill..

47
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art t:a . ..~ e llS­
TV .. ..-pa.....,
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TO THE
QUEEN'S
TASTE

@I. ....I...a' (':-XHIJ;.I!1
0/4 cup silted all purpose Rour'

l lh teaspoons salt
Ih teaspoon nUbneg
~ teaspoon cinnamo n
~ teaspoon mace
16 teaspoon cloves
Ih lb . currants
I cup chopped ....islns
I cup chopped m ixed candied frUit

~':!; cup fine breadcrumbs
1 cup hot milk

1/4 cup brown sugar
4. eggs separated
~ lb. sue t (ground)
~ cup boiled molasses
2 tablespoons sherry
2 tablespoons brandy

l.2 cu p sul tanas

S ift together flour, sal t and sp ices. Add
fr uits. Soak breadcr Wnbll in mi lk for :I
mi n utes. Beat sugar into we ll heaten egg
yolks. Add suet and soaked breadcrumbs.
Stir into ftour and Irtnt m ixture. Add
molasses and sherry and mix well . Fold
in s tilDy beaten egg whites. Fill into well
butt ered mold, cover and steam 4 hours.
Turn out onto a serving dish and pour
over 2 tablespoons ftaming brandy. Serve
hoL

Ih teaspoon dried thyme
2 do z. oysters

white win e .

=~:::~coms•
Wash rice thoroughly III cold water

several times. Add salt to boiling water
(3 cups wa ter to one cup nce) in pan
Add rice s lowly so water w ill continue to
boil Do not s tir, but shake pan to pre­
ven t r ice from rtidung. Cook 2S-45 mm_
utes, o r until rjce is tender and water i$
entirely absorbed. Simmer onion and
celery in fat until tender and ye llow. but
not brown. Simmer oys ters until plump
in '4 cup white wine and ~'4 cup water.
with a little satt, OOyll'af and pepperco~.

Remove bayleaf and peppeiCOrns and add
to the riee. Add onion and celery and
thyme. Fill into turkey.

Lin in II' papu
....... iUo

. e ll,"" ~Iooc.­

1. 10 'O~ t~.,.....'""
e" erriea.

Put 5 oe, dark sweet chocolate on a
plate and d issolve over a pan of hot water.
Carefu lly line small Iluted paper cups

·J. ~,·.....I....J (' 1.".Tl·....

with the melted chocola te. Put in re- '
frigerator to set. Remove. Put into each
cup a Y4 teaspoon of brandy and a mar­
aschino eherry. Cover with melted choco­
la te. Put to lIet in refrigerator.

-I level tablespoons flou r
6 cu ps lig ht chicken stock
1 tablespoon freshly chopped parsley
4 tables poo ns butter .o r chicken fa t

a little s liced car rot and celery
I lb. green ing apples
1 la rg e clove of ga rlic
1 heaping teaspoon B.V. meat glaze
1 cu p ligh t cream

sal t and freshly cracked black pepper
2 tablespoon$ oil
1 ba,yleaf
4 tablespoons mawla or wesson 011

Put the chestnuts m a deep pan and
cover with water, bring slowly to 11 boil
and a llo w to boil for 2-3 minutes. Turn
down the heat and keep the chestnu ts as
hot as possible 'GIlthoUt actually boiling.
Take ou t the chestnuts one at a time and
remove both the outer and the inner skins
With a sharp kmfe. J;;Ieat the olive oil in
a deep th ick pan. Add the onion (w h ich
has been slicrd ), the CilITOt, erlery and
2 skinned and sliced appres, salt and black
pepper, and cook slowly S-6 minutes.
~n add the chestnuts and cook s lowly
together fo r 2-3 mmutes. Pour on the
chicken stoclr. and bring slow ly to a boil
Simmer very gently until the chestnuts
are so ft, then rub through a fine strainer .
Heat the butte r o r chicken fat in a pan
a nd add the garlic which has been finely
chopped. Cook for 1 minute then stir in,
oft the fire, the Rour, nux in the meat
glau and po ur on the chestnu t mixture,
stirring all the t~. BTing to a boil.
Add a little more salt and pepper and
sunmeT 10- 15 minutes,. With the bayleaf.
Remove the beyleaf, add the light cream
and pa rsley. Skin, core and cut into thick
sl ices the rest of the apples, dust with
flour and fry In hot. mawla or wesson oil
until golden brown on each s ide, and use
to garnish the soup.

( )t'_<l'T <lufii..q
2'h cups cooked Wild nee

I cup diced celery
I cup diced omons

I.!r. cup shortening
sa lt and black pepper

Chocolate truffIe.sBrandied cber ries

( 1,~f....1 ,"nd fAjopl. cJ~..p
ll lj; 1bJ.. chestnuts

1 large Bennuda onion

Sweet potatoes, Petits poss a Ia F'tan­
ca ase (French peas), CarroLs Vichy and
cucu m be r salad can be served wi th the
turkey.

A ppetizers aftord an excellen t m eans of
translat ing the gay season a l mood into
food. Red caviar, w ith b lack caviar for
co nt ras t, le nds a bright note; spread it on
cr acke rs. toast or small pastry boats.
Cream cheese can be mixed with finely
cho pped fresh chives, and spread on small
rounds of toast. sp rink led with the chives;
or punento cheese on heart-shaped slices
of bread o r toast, topped with a fresh
pUT\Cnto. Decorate the dish with sprigs
of holly, watercress or parsley.

A$ an ahernauve to wine served wi th
the dinner, try a wine cup-for example,
a large glass ' jug filled with sauterne,
spar kling water. lemon and orange juice,
and garmshed with thin slices of lemon
and orange, and maraschino cherries.

The plum pudding should be served hot
and brought to the table alight with flam­
ing brandy (heat the brandy in a small
eo pper sauerpan, ligbt it and pour it over
the pudding) .

n o one finds It very difficuJl to plan a
menu for Ouislmas dinner. "Soup, tur­
key, vegetables and plum pudding," any
housewtfe will tell you as she names the
u-.dltiooal di$be$ for the festive holiday_.L

But d she III the type of housewife who
looks on her cooking as an art-not
merely a means of satisfying her family's
appetite---she will give some thought to
the making of a new and different kind
of soup or turkey dressing, Christmas
Cilnd~ and other ways of adding zest
to this traditional meal In line with this
Idea.. J suggest:

Appeuze~sen-ed with sherry or c:oektails

Chestnut and apple soup

Roast turkey wi th oyster dressing

Chr~ plwn pudding with hard sauce

Plum p udding, with a ray topknot of holly, is ~ned by the h OSl~, and bra~y-navored hard sauce is passed separatel).



MUSIC ON A
PLAHER by Les Me rman

what's on
your mind?

The Question a nd Answer C linic conducted by Ben Grauer
A U ......~ ~ ..016 ...... ,. tlob 0. _, _ Old .Ia ~.~~

tk 11 ••_Jan. Ia Be. C u. K i . _, M l.. ~.

, Wellt Ht ll S UMI. N~ Y U. "'-. Y.

WOODY HERMAN (Capitol 57-720)
The Walter Gross tune "Tendeely" finely
performed by the Woody Herman or­
chestra with Woody turning in a nice alto.
The other side features Mary Ann McCall
singing"Jarna.iC:III Rhumb." with top draw
music furnished by the Herman band.

•

ROSE M URPH Y (RCA Victor ~t-J5.u)

T he chi-chl ...1 ll"1 ..u " YOG, Wondnfu l
You " • typ ica l run-o"er. Th....m,., ll"0f'.
for t he olh.,.. .Ide of t he p la Ue r " Oon' t!
Slop!" You ...111 Ilk ", t h u ", t un~ if you
Ilke Roa,., Mu r ph) '.

• • •

SARAH VAUG HN (Colu m bia 3&559)
That wonderful new tune_ "That Lucky
Old Sun" ge15 a wonderful lift with
Sarah's tasty job. Joe Lipman accom·
pani~ The platter is b.clted with "Make
Believe" with another fine job by the gal
vocalist. I

• • •

T ONY MARTU." ( RCA Vidor %t-35U1
Ton,"_ rendit ion of I r.-IDX Berlll,·. -cr-,
Me Volt r T ire<!, Your Poo r" " mph..b ....
.n an lhe_ quallt,. be.alltlfun,. Interpretecl
by U." handtlOm,., .I '"'ll"er. Th,., other . Id",
-rh,",r. d_y Would lI "'e Be.en A Ynr" I.
• H o tllD.eoLaI pop ... . 1111.

• • •
VAUGHN MONROE (RCA 20-3531)

The song is "Mak,.,. Believe" not the "Show
Boat" tune but 01 number taken from the
files of the 1920'$. Nothing outstanding.
But Monroe"s robust rendition of "That
Lucky Old Sun" heard on the oU-- side
of the record looks like another sure
winner.

Q. How about
printing a pic­
ture of the gal
who plays Dick
Powell's girl
friend on his
"Private Detec­
tive" program?

Alber SElL
New Yorir..

A . HapPIl to
complv . Hne
&he U. lite beauti/u.l om! t4Iented Virginl4
Gr "'fX1.

Q. Does writinJ: for radio and television
orrer a lucrative car""",r~

A. D. A., Cal

A. T o /I~r lfOtI.r quuli.cm J mUft quote
from Pa u.l Denu' fine book, "Yotlr Caren in
ShOtD B....meu,.. .. "there at'4!" about 1500
radio 1Dri'n~hebiwen grotlp ea,..... U_
to SS)tltl /I. year. T he highe-" bradc:et, SSG.­
OOCI /I. .".,... or more. iaclKdu N0Tm4" Cor·
wiJl,. An:h O~, Cli80'rd Gold.rnUth,
£la~ CaJ'riagl:OII .. (sad ochen.) The
t4p JO """ 1Drikn. who n.pp!1I ,.. per «-.t
0/ radio'. ;0«0, nporUdlv eel,.,. /I. totcIJ oJ
SZ/I«J,DlJO • year."

Q. Is Fnnk Kincdon. the news oontmen­
tater, still on air"

Rose I.sues. New York..

A . T o mil kKmt>~ he U 1'IOt broaauti""
/l.t the pre_t ti~

Q. Do yo u agree wi th the FCC's ru ling on
G ive-OI-WOIY programs"

Bert Stnnd, Chicago.

A . J diaDQree tDilh ••v nalillgl' tNu I'l'IigItI
........It m FedCTGl pol*d"" of l"lIdio frHdom..
Freedom of the preu cmd radio flU' tra..­
ceowt. lite prw /l.ad _ of " Gi__II• ."

Q. Who was the redpient of the RADJO
BEST Sil~ Mike . ward for the month of

Octobe.? I forgot for the moment.
Frank Fuller. R.I .

A . Eddie CantOI'".

Q. What' s happened 10 that delightful pre­
gr.am sponsored by the Association of
Amerimn Railre-ds~ Can't seem to eel It
llnymore

G. G~ Conn
A. The prograM flt'itched f rom ABC' 10
NBC on (ktober Jrd. Jt '. _ h£ard OIl J7J
NBC' stluioas from ' :00 to ';]G, £....,"""'
Tim.<! .

Q. I've been hearintl so much aboul the
beauty of Maggie McNellis thet I'd ap­
preciate it j f you would please print her
pict ure in your interesting column.

Hal. G.. Georgia .

A . W ill t h i s
photo of vivlIa­
ow Mag~ do~

Q. Please name
the playen ,..ho
portray the fea­
tured roles m
"Backst.ge
Wife.M

Helen Mentor,
H .....• York.

A . M/l.rv Noble .....
u plIIlled bll •
C14ir Niese ..,
Lorry No ble b}t
J/l.me. Meig"-.
M/l.u.de MlU'lmo e
bll Elltel Wilson
aNi Tom Brv -
..,. bll Ch4rle. W. b.ur.

Q . Do~ and Ed Fibgenld really
broadcast their daily procram direct front
the;r .partmeot~

~ Peary, Looa: lsland.

A . Ya. Aad "-e's a pIooto to~ It.

BEST SELLING DISCS
N.t h. .... a( pap. lu lty Ioere dory . Te:

1. Room Full of Roses
2. Some Ench anted Evening
3. Someday (You Will Wan t Me To WOI nt

YOU )

4. You' re Breaking My Heart
S. !bat Lucky Old Sun
6. Hucklebuck
1. J~lous Heart
a. J \1$t One Way to 5lIIy I Love You



a ce leb rated comedian talks about his

favorite sport for Radio Best's

" Hobbies of the Stars"

IJIustratinc w ha t I:0lr can do to a ma n. Bop Hope display s
..ore in terest in his fl: olr ball than in lo yely Jane Russell .

,,
•

bob Hope stopped swinging his golf club ... alter he
had almost k nocked do w n a lamp in h is hote l room

and began to talk. Everyone else in the room
stopped talking. When Hope ta lks, everyone listen s.

" Golf is a great game," he said, directing his remarks
to the RADIO BEST reporter and to the dozen or so
others who were crowded into Hope's s uite. "It k ee ps
me going. How co uld I do a weekly b roadcast fo r NBC
and the Lever Brothers, take a couple of 3O-day tours
about the nalion, do a charity show every couple of days
and tum out those pictures for Paramount if I didn' t
have golf for relaxing?"

It's probably hard to imagine how Hope-who seem­
ingly never steps-s-can find any relaxation in a sport that
takes him up and down hill {or 5 miles everytime be
plays.. But it's true that without golf Hope wouldn't be
Hope:. And for that matter, either, would Crosby be
Crosby. U you're looking for the reason behind the
success of this fabulous pair-well, stop looking-it's goU.

Whertlver Hope goes, his goU bag goes with him. One
of the things he said he liked about his two big tours of
the U S-A.. last winter (he covered some 35 states in 45
days playing a matinee and evening show in a different

lci ty every day), was the fact that the trip gave him time
to get acquainted with a bunch of new goli courses.
And, believe it or not, Bob played 18 holes every day.

Bob finds plenty of humor in golf, too. For instance,
Hope said ..the idea of goli is to knock an object from
one place to another in a certain number of strokes.
It 's played with a cl ub, a ball and a little cup. In H oll y ­
wood. it's played with automobiles., a pedestrian and a
manhole,"

There's no question that Hope is one of America's
best comedians-and maybe, if he wanted to give u p his
radio and movie acting career, he could be one of the
nation's best golfers, too. Allhough his golf is strictly a
hobby now. he shoots in the low 70's. Last spring in the
National Ce lebrities Go lf Tournament at Washin gto n ,
D.C. , Hope, despite a gallery of nea rly 8,000 persons,
shot a 72 for 18 ho les-one stroke better than his old
friend B ing Crosby.

Bing and Bob play golf quite freq uently. Up un til
about a yea r ago, Bing was consistent w inner. Bu t in
the las t year Bo b has caught up with Bing and has been
bea ting him regularly on the links. Like everything
else th e pair does, Bo b has found hi s recent v ictories
over Bing the subject for many stories.

But proba bly his best came w hen the R ADIO BEST
reporte r as ked. 0.00 you ha ve trouble w in ni ng over
Bing?"

Bob said, " I do n't have any trouble winning over
Bing. My big trouble is trymg to co llect!"

(Bo b Hope is heard every Tuesday night over NBC.)

out of the rouQ
with rir



Report
from the National
List eners Panel

Favori tes chosen
by listeners

across the nation

Are you in favor of outlawing "giveaway" programs!

Yes ..• 37.8 No ... 62.2

JACK:. BENNY
. 000t p ...ferred <eo.k

(Asked

Eddie Cantor Show
Ginn, Simml

bate With Jud)'
(first live listed only )

Do you listen to the radio du ring- the evening?
in TV areas.)

Yee • • 8.5 No ..• 91.5

Do you watch te levision during the daytime ? (Asked in
TV areas.)

Yes ... U.2 No . . . 85.8

What program. no longer on the air, would you like to
have back ?

Fred A lien Sho'll'
Bab, Snooks

T HE co median most preferred by the Radio Best na­
tional Listeners Panel is th e perennial J ack Benny.

Walter Winchell was chosen the top radio commentator for
the fifth consecuti ve time. Daytime serial enthusiasts
selected "Ma P erkins" as the most preferred program in
that category. Complete resul ts and other interesting
findings follow:

•

Name yOUT five most preferred radio comedians.
J ack Benn, Red Skelton
Bob Hope Fred Allen

Abe. Burro...

Name you r five most preferred radio news commentators.

Walter Windlell Gabriel Hntler
Lowell Thoma. Edward R. Murrow

Drew Pearson

Name you r five most preferred daytime drama sh ows.

Ma Perkins Stella Dallas
Road of Life When a Girl Marries

RiJ' ht to Happin~

W AI.TER WINCHELL
to, ee••• lIlalor

MA PERKINS
lop da,.U. .....0.



Special Listeners Panel Survey:

Radio's Most
Unforgettable

Characters

Survey No . 1

M y st er y

Pr o gra ms

HERE are the first results of the Radio
, Best Listeners Panel survey which
names the "mos t unforgettable" all-time
characteraz.ations portrayed on the air. The
first survey. reported on this page, was con-

fined to mystery programs., and asked panel
memben to name stx radio players who have
projected the roMt lasting impressions in the
ro les they have portrayed. Here they are pic­
tured in ro les they've made famous.

HOW AR D DUFF
Sam Spade

AGNES M.ooRHEAD
S..~~

BASIL RAT H BONE
She rloo:lr. " ol . n

JAY JOSTYN
Mr. D1ltrld AUo ra.,.

•

J ACK SMA RT
The Fat M."

LON CLARK
Nld: Carter

"



Edward B. La ndo n
has no desire
to return to those

A LTHOUGH the ea rly period of radio b roadcasting
was exciting, Edward B. Landon, like other ,pio­

neers, remembers the heartbreaks and the hard work
and has no desire to bring back the "good, old days."

Landon, of KDKA's technical s taff, joined the Pitts­
burgh Westinghouse station in February, 1921, four
months after it bad introduced radio broadcasting to the
world. The "g ro wing pains," amusing as they seem
today, were intense.

When Westinghouse engtneers pitched a tent studi o
on the roof of a building, the whistle of a passing freight
train became a regular 8: 30 p.m. fea ture. A well-known
tenor, while singing in the tent, opened his mouth wide
to sing a h igh note and almost swallowed an insect; hi s
forceful co mments were not in good radio taste and a
vigi lant operator took the sta tion off the air in a hurry.
One day after the first indoo r studio had been built, a
stray dog ran in while the baseball scores were being
read, upset the microphone, and added h is excited barks
to the pandemonium that resulted when the announcer
scrambled his scores and notes.

"Those were the 'good, old days,' '' says Landon, "bu t
for my part, give me radio as we know it today."

"looD
OLD DAYS"

'"Spill.," SlIa alOOa ...... til., ..a _ ltCIt-r oa _e of tile ea rt,
MoralaC play.lu.1 a ltare b roadcaata oa KDU la 1U4 ;
1m plc.alu .,n. .t r iVI l, taae l a ...lth a oa.,..tabe Ht.

I . t h., "coed old d.,. William J ltIlftlap Brya., t h.,
...U".er·t-..itd o rator," he.n! o".u .taU.. KDllA
...Itll other f ..... people, ••do ... Darid Llo7d G_rzlt.

Tll.e _bll., tra..-IU.,r tllat W" " q:laoaH dlt'l'eloped ill
1t14 to ~Ia,. procra...Uraded «0.........he re".er It ...eat.

•

sa



hollywood off the air
(COl'ltinuN from p4{1t 11)

dam. add the .!Itrange story of Jan Miner,
vivacious, blonde radio actress who por­
trays "Beth Lambert" on NBC's popular
daytime se rial, The Road of Life . Early
III her career, Jan auditioned for a minor
part in a well known radio drama. Jan
lost out-only because she ~unded too
much like the leading lady_But three
weeks later, the show'. dinctor called and
asked if she were still available-not for
the minor role, but to play the hernlne.
The oflginalleading lady had decided that
she didn 't like the show!

• • •
'nle souring fame of AI Jolsoo has

promted Warnen to remake the old hit.,
'"""'e Jm Singer." They're looking to
borrow Larry Pub to play old Jollie
since if they use anyone else. the wbole
thing could be migbty confusing. Inci­
dentally, "J otson Sings Again," is ex­
pected to ring up about $15,000,000 at the
box office. This ucludes the foreign
market.

• • •
If Rita Hayworth decides to snub Holly ­

wood, rumo~ have it t,b,ot ahe will star in
a series of pictures made exclusively for
television . . . Dorothy Kirsten is still
smging he!' love ~p to • San Antonio
doctor whom she may marry in May
when she wins her frftdom in May ...
Former I'1Idio sportscaster Paul Doug!u.,
:lOW the rage in Hollywood, is in love
with a beautiful German girl .. . Now
Jack Benny say. he may not be ready to
debut the TV scene with his own .show.
5aY3 he will probably guest on some CBS
shows fim ... The young DeMarc06 rois­
ters, skyrocketed to fame on the Fred
Allen show las t season, are clicking big
in th ea tres and clubs . . . The mad Riu
Brothers are being groomed for TV . . .
The. Bill Goodwins reconciled on th eir re­
cen t tr ip to Mexico . . . What' s this talk
about Mi lton Be rle be rling wi th marital
troubles again?

• • •
The maid who serves breakfast to the

Graves family on CBS' "Junior Miss" is
the very social dowager on " My Friend
Irma:' Mrs.. Rhinelander. Fully Adams,
best hiend of "Junior Miss" J ud y Graves,
is the daughter of • slightly wscky .a1es­
girl who works, to Woe the word lOO5dy.
at Willock's department store. And Judy.
to complicate matters, borrows the clothe$
of a CBS singer. To gnarl up the situa­
tion sti ll further. Mrs.. O'Reilly, ..Irma·....
landlady. could be the grandmother of
Judy Gravel.

Well , maybe this upl_tion will help
you: Myra Manh plays Hilda. the maid
with the bum hip and • mounted paiD­
man for a boy friend. on the " J unior
Miss~ show. She's also Mrs. Rhinelander,
whose son Richard m is the tal'get for
~My FrieDd Irma's" lriend J ane Staey's
affections. Fu.ffy Adams, is the salesgirl '
star of "Leave It to Joan." Gloria Gordon

is Mrs. O'Reilly at the mike. At home,
she's the mother of Gale Gordon. who is
the radio father of Judy Grave, as well
as the high school principal who MgS

"Our Miss Breoks," And Judy, the crux
of this genealogical jigsaw. is played by
Barbara Whiting, young sUter of Mar­
garet Whiting. famous songstress.

You needn't worry that televi$ioo view­
ing is harmful to the eyesight. Without
exception, leading optometrists and other
eye specialists agree that TV does not
have a detrimental effect on yoW" eyes,
even yoW" children's. Video viewing can
no InOre be b1.aJned for tired eyes thaD
watching a movie or reading your favorite
book... But, we may add, some TV shows
we have seen have reaJJy been eye - so res.

• • •
MGM, aware of radio's creat suooesa

with famil,y-seria1..s. has 6nally decided
to enter its stars and story properties in
radio. PlaN call for Miekey Rooney for
the "Andy Hardy" series; Ann Sothem
for the "Maisie" stories and Uooel Barry­
more and Lew~ for "Dr. Kildare."

• • •
Abe Burrows. come-::Iy star of "Break­

fast with Burrows." offered to accompany
a volunteer vocalist at a reeent private
party. Burrows noodled afOund on the
piano in his r-never-tcek -e-reesee- ta ­
IDY-life type way , and the singer, to ge t
things right, asked, "What key are )'01,1

in, Abe!"
• • •

"I don't know know," said Abe . "This
is not my piano."

This magazine has watched with sheer
de light th e rapid r ise of young Gordon
MacRae. Radio Best readers will recall
that it was this maguine which first rec­
ognized in Go rd on. a wonderful talent,
and "nomina ted.. him for stardom. Now
he 's way up there and going stronger
every day. Mo vie fans will soon .!lei: hi m
in "Wor ki ng Our Way Through College"
with Debbie Reyn olds , a 16_year_old
Burbank Hig h School girl who replaced
Shirley Tem ple in the gal-lead.

Program Profile
Preparations for a broadcast of the

" Bing Cl"Oliby Program," are as casuaJ and
lacking in~ a nd stn..in as the finished
product that you hear on the air.
~ groundwork is begun when Bine

and his producer-writer, Bill Morrow,
have their first huddle to dewlap a cen­
tral idea lor a program-and the inspira­
tion may C'OI:M 'III"ben they are 00 the loll
ecurse, swimJ:nin& . t the races or pbying
a sizzling game of gin nunm,y.

11Ie Deld. move is to fit • guest .star to
the idea.. rather than sign a personality
$Uic:tly because he or shot is particularly
"hot'" at the moment. Guests fo.. the first
four programs, for instance, were. Judy
Garland and CBS comedian Abe Bur-

Beaatl ra l £'0>.. Anlea a JHI . a.IltJoIe r
l aat "'dl fro- • tri p t o ~e. Yo rk.

Mo.. y.a .atere4 ....
MlO 9 .-stiouM c..test7

See page 4]--=----------
"



Meet th~ 1I~..."t "MIN 0...,....
Glo ri. E rl.a&'U, I. fall r~.IIL

rows; Burrows and song stylist Peggy
Lee; Bob Hope; and J udy Garland.

The objective always is to produce a
good show rather than provide a lhow­
case for talent that someone else thinks
is ripe for an appearance with Dee Bingle.
This rule also applies to regulars who are
under contract. such Il5 nwe Rhythmaires.
vocalists Peggy Lee and Carol Richarda.
They'll appear when they fit definitely
into the show idea.

With program ide. and guest star
settled, MolTOw retires to his abode and
whips out a "rough" on his typewriter.
keeping constantly in touch with Crosby
as the script develeps, Quite ~uent1y.

Bing takes the first. draft of the script and
inserts some whimsies and flamboyant
phraRs of his own. Durin«: the actual
pre-broadcast taping of II abow. Crosby
often ill moved to wander away from the
prepared dialogue and launch into an
eloquent dissertation. However. he al­
ways gets back to the script to give the
right cue to a performer wbo bas the next
speech.

The shows always are rebearsed in
segments--no "dress." John Scott Trotter
rehearses his bandmen the day before the

taping and the cast. has an informal script­
reading session on the day it is tran­
scribed. Thill is done in a thoroughly
relaxed fa.!lhioo. around a table in a room
oftstage. There may be some downing
but it has to be good, and brief.

All the songs are then pre-recorded,
and Crosby carefully makes his selection
from his platters and those of guest sing_
ees, Yet. in the long run, the renditions
made for the tape may prove the most
effective.

The days have long passed when they
attempted to create the illusion that there
were no studio villitors. As it is. an­
nouncer Ken Carpenter comes on stage
before the show and introduces Bing with
• few snide remarks. Crosby bids the
visitors welcome in his own fashion (and
in his own careless clothes) . wbef'eUpCIn
he- tells the "live" audience that they are
II pIIrt of the proceedings and that thfir
IIppilluse will be welcomed,

Murdo McKeluie, ec-prcdueer, giV6
the opening cue from the c:ontrol room
lind the show is on the air. From there
on in, there rarely is II Auff, but if there
is, Bing mU.e$ capital of it for aD im_
promptu 1113. Tu: En

HatU. MrDa.lal at....
f a r lin JlOIMIla r la ll ~•

a...ld Reap. aJt4 Celate B ola
t H • lot I. 0:0-." before .Irtl_.

. """'_.~~ III'JIU~.. THE RADIO BEST (Big) ANNIVERSARY ISSUE .. .
(,/fHU, "U44- AT YOUR NEWSDEALER FEBRUARY 3n1.
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., Relax," is Vern Hansen 's advice

to emcees of audience shows

"You're

CONTEST A NTS can make life very d ifficu lt for the
emcee of an a udience participation show. Although

most of them are cooperative, there are always a few w ho
are so nervous that they mumble their words-"Speak up
and into the microphone, won't you please," pleads the
emcee-or forget that they are on the air a nd speaking to
aTl audience numbering thousands.

Speaking out of his experience as the emcee of an audi­
enee vpar-ticipa t ton show heard twice daily, five days a
week, Vern Hansen of Station WTOP. Washington, D.C .,
prescribes a cas u al good humor as the only attitude for an
emcee who does not wish to court a nervous breakdown.
People wi ll come up with the most unexpected remarks and
the fell ow w ho relaxes a t h is work is best equipped to
cope With them.

A contestant on Vern's "You 're the Top" blandly told
the listening audience that the lady in his company a t the
show w as th e wife of another man. The laughter bad
scarcely begun to flow from the st ud io audience when Vern
was olI on another su bjec t ; th e remark was brushed over
so quickly that it was almost immediately forgotten.

The blonde you ng Phi Beta Kappa entered radio wbile
still at the University of W isconsin , and later worked at
Station WGN, C hicago. While there he made what he con­
siders his most appalling "spoonerism: ' The script, for an
in troductio n for Paul Whiteman's orchestra, read "From
the newly redecorated S ilver Forest Room of the Drake
Hote!," but Vern said, "the newly resilvered decord room."

He joined WTOP in 1942 and has been a mainstay of the
CBS station ever s ince.

The Top"
'P 'YOUllETilE

o

Vern Hansen dea ls with people of all ax",- oec upations and persona l i l i~

in his job a!I emcee of the audience pa rt ici pa t ion s how, "You're The Tep."

61



a = ~ -;:=-=::
------

,
•

,

.... ~. ,
~

~-,
~

...~~1-
T his IS Jane Todd speaking-

J ane Todd, 80n Peter. and his pal .
Henry, the da c:h.shllnd. devote a
fe .... mom ents to se rious s tudy .

"EACH FIELD I explored-t he theatre, education ,
advertising and motherhood (not a n exploration

bu~ a career in itself j -c-seems to me now to have been
a stepping stone to my daily broadcasts on Ke BS,"
says Jane Todd of her work as woman commentator on
the San Francisco station.

Jane's job is to ferret out and re-create for the busy
housewife those fascinating personalities, events, and
fash ion trends which she. for lack of time, might not
d isco ver Whatever su bjec t she chooses to discuss.
whether it be hats. a new play or a child ren's book. she
can always call on her experience as actress, teacher,
public relations expert and home make r.

J ane began he r rad io ca reer when she was only 19 in
the ro le of a Scotland Yard fema le detec ti ve . F rom that
time to the present, she has been active in rad io, takin g
part in programs with such Hollywood stars as Van
Hefh n and Eleanor Powell, and in the theater, notably
in a "Straw Ha t Revue" starring Danny Kaye. and the
Pasadena Playhouse production of "Candles in the S ky"
with George Reeves as co-star.

Her extremely feminine appearance--she is small and
pert-gives no hint of the pertinacity that is largely
responsible fof her success. In or'der to get through
Well cs lf'y, even with two scholarships. she had to work

her wa y throug h by do ing odd jobs around the campus.
She lived in a house where all the students did th ei r own
housewo rk. wh ich proved to be valua ble experience
wh en she was ma rried soon after graduation.

Soon after Peter's birth, Jane found other means of
expressing herself. Teaching in nursery school appealed
to her because "it enabled me to widen my parental
perspective," Some time la ter. she became active in
advertising and public relations.

Wh en Peter was a year old, the Tcdds took a trip from
New York to California. J ane herself drove the entire
dis tance-12 days of rigorous driving-because "when I
dec ided to do something, I don't believe in putting it
off."

J ane lives in what she ca lls a. "character of an apart­
ment." She wa nts her home to be, above a ll, a "serene
place , simple a nd comfortab le , where the member'S of
the family can relax and enjoy one another's com pany ."
Both P eter a nd Hen ry. the dachshun d , lov e the small
apartment house yard where Peter has pla nted a
vegetable garden and Henry has found some choice
spots to bury his bones.

J ane has found , in her home and her radio work. the
perfect media for self-expresstcp : she hopes to help
her listeners to do likewise

"



head to the waU and said tearfully, "I
wish thatl were dead! '

Mrs.. ~Witt's voice was calm and firm
as shoe answe~ "No one has the right
to wish tha I- It's a wish that fo~ts the
others .bout us. "

"But I mean nothing to them." Maggie
PfOtested:

"00 you love any of them?"
"Oh ye.. 1-1 love a man--terribly-a

man I can 't ever have. And now he
1moW3 J abandoned my baby. It's jU$l
rome to me but I th ink that's the reuon
I ran a way."

"B ut yo u di dn't abandon your 1Mby,
did yo u?"

"I- I don 't know. I cou ldn't take care
of him so I gave him over to my h us­
band's famil y. B ut now I can't feel it W Q

ri gh t . I'm so mixed u p ."
"You"re ti red an d bewildered. I know

how tha t is. But I know you couldn 't
have done an ything wrong either. I'm
su re of it. Would you like to tell me
your name?"

"You won't tell anyone where I am!"
"Not if you don't want me to. We want

to protect you."
" My name is Margaret. Margaret

Lowell ."
"If you'd lik e to pray.:r.largarfl, it helps

sometimes."
Maggie almost forgot Mrs. DeWitt was

there as she prayed fervenUy. "Oh God
give me light for I see nothing but dark-.
ness."

" Marg aret, running away doesn't ever
do any cood," Amy DeWitt observed.

They were sitting in the tw ilight at th e
kitchen table . N alway s, Maggie found
Amy DeWitt's words fu ll of wisdom and
solace, as no urish ing to the $01,11 8$ her
good food W 8$ to the body . ''The reason
is obvious," she went on. "You ca n' t run
away from yourse lf, can you, no matter
where you b uy a ticket to ?"

"I k now. I' ve come to see that. I'll
never be able to thank you and Reverend
DeWitt enoush for what you've done lo r
me in these few d ay s."

" We don't want any thanks, chi ld . We
just want to see you strong. F ace up to
life-whatever it holds for 'OlL nutt ',
a n an yone would expect ('f you. An d 1
know now you11 be doing that. You have
good friench, very good friends. I sto pped
by the hospital today and sa w Dr. Brent."

"Oh, Mrs . DeWitt! You d MiD't tell him
1 was bere!"

"Do you think I'd bn.-ak my promiscl' to
you?"

" No. No, I'm su re you wouldn't ."
" He's worried about yo u. Margaret.

They 've been looking for you every­
whe re."

" Well, I'm st rong er now. I think you
must have given me some of yo u r cour ­
age . I've made up my mind. 111go ba ck
to morrow."

" I didn't mean for you to go tight a way,
my dea r . I only meant for you to let me
tell him where you a re , We'd lik e you 10

my son IS an orphan
(Confulue d from J)II!1f: 31)

stay with us until you feel yoUDeU again.
You 're beginning to look mu ch be tter."

"You're sweet. It would be easy to
stay, but I'd be faking. U I'm ever going
to face u p to life, I'd better start in right
away, don't you think! " Maggie asked
gaily .

An d ¥rs.. DeWitt, -in& the twinkle in
her ey e, felt a areat relief. "You'l l be all
right no w, I'm sure of it, Margaret. You'll
make a good life."

Maggie smiled a bit r uefully. "Well, at
least I'll be trying, which is more than I
dreamt I'd be wantin, to do a week ago!"

Mrs. DeWitt hesibted. "1'here's some­
th ing I'd like you to kn ow, tho ugh I don't
kno w how to tell you. It would be cruel
to get your hopes up-"

"Hopes? Of what, Mrs. DeWitt?"
The good woman W 8$ troubled. "I don't

know my dear, exactly. But there's a
man, a Mr. Ta nn er, been trying to lind
you, The dcetce told me ."

" Mr . Tanner? " The n ame meant noth­
ing to Maggie. "What did he say be
wa nted?"

Mn. DeWitt hesibted a moment and
then she said, matte r -of- factly, "He di dn 't
say. Bu t he's conneded.with an orphan
home. Do yo u think your boy might
possibly be alive?"

Maggie stared at her, bardly daring to
think of the possibility she had $Ugge:sted.
Tommy, her son, alive! Could it be true?
Could her h usband's family have been so
cruel as to lie to he r about the only
human being w ho made life worth li vin g?

She spok e slow ly a nd wi th determina­
t ion . " I' m going to see Dr. Bren t a t on ce.
If Tommy is ali ve and I can have him
once more for my own, I'll forgive any­
t hing," She turned to th e DeWitts who
sa t watching her, quietly. "I' m goin g to
leave you now, but I ca n't thank you
enoug h tor what you 've done for me."

" Don 't talk as if yo u were nev er going
to see us again," MT'$. DeWitt said. "We've
grown very fond of you , Ma rgaret. Now
John wi ll drive you to Dr. Bre nt'e, I
know yo u can't wait to find ou t about
Tommy"

Maggie ee ajd see in Dr. B~nt's Iaee,
even before .she $poke to him, that the
miracle had come to ~. He~
bel' hands. ..It 's true, Lowell. Tommy is
at the Am brose F oundation, and this Mr.
Tanner is the director . He said that yo ur
\d$ter-in-law seet Tommy to the Foun­
dation."

Her head whir lin g, Maggie sank back
into a chair. Tommy was alive! She
quelled the upsurge of fury she felt at the
thought of what Tommy must have su f­
fered at the hands of he r sister - in - law.
when all the tim e he had 8 mother eager
to care for him. Gradually, she became
aw are that Dr . Brent was spe ak ing.

"You must stay here until th is affair is
settl ed, Lo well, " he wall saying. "Let
Tanner see that you arc re spected and

have good friends. You have to prove to
him that yo u 're in a position to provide
for the child."

"But my saIa.ry is adequate," Maggie
pmtested,

"'Tanner knows that," Dr. Brent replied.
"But he also knows that you ran away
from the hospital and have been staying
with Mn. DeWitt-. 'stranger ,' he calls
her, even thouch she is the min ister's
wile. He says that your actions show
'instabili ty of characte r' aDd that the boy
needs stability more than anything else."

Maggie almost leaped up from her
chair. "You can't mean that I won't get
my son after all th ese empty yea rs !" she
cried .

"All of us will move heaven and earth
to help you get yo ur son," he sa id. "But
yo u must be prepa red to meet Tanner 's
objections to you as a mother."

The preparation did little good. Whe n
Maggie met Tanner , he seized on th e fact
that she did not have a ho me, b ut was
visi ting the Bre n ts, just as she had visited
the DeWit ts . He had also discovered that
while in Ne w Yor k., be fore she had come
to Merrimac. she had been in such despair
that .she had once been on the brink of
suicide. Al l these facts added up to
..instability of character."

His decision was inevitable : '"1'he
Founda tion will let you have your lIOn

after yo u have proven, for a full year, that
you are a responsible person. This means
that yo u must return to work, establish
a home and cease to act on im pu lse and
mood."

Maggie 's I loom was not al leviated too
much by the effo rts made by Fran cie,
w ife of Dr . Bren t's foster-son, Butch, to
create a romance be tween her an d Frank
Dana, own er of the town newspaper.
When Franeie pointed out that Franli:
would make 8 ve ry good husband,
Maggie's on ly response w as that he im _
pressed her as ve ry much th e " bachelo r
type."

although she enjoyed Frank's company ,
she thought only of Tommy. Sometimes
th e prospect. of a year of waiting seemed
more than she (:Ould be ar. She had just
re turned fro m a visit to Mn. DeW itt one
da y when Francie told her, "The~'s •
Mrs. Agnes Lowell waiting to see you,

• Maggie."
Mn. Agnes Lowell her mother-in-law!

What could she want from Maggie after
seven years. after making her give up her
son? Conquering he r fears, Maggie faced
the older woman in the Brents' living
roem.

"Wha t can you want of me. after all
this time? What cou ld we possibly have
to discuss?"

"Tha t sounds so unfr iendly, Margaret: '
Mrs Lowell r ep lied. he r voice sad with
self-pity.

"We never were fr ien ds," Maggie r e-­
turned impatientl y. "} don't th ink we

"



have to pretend abo ut that."
Arter a moment's pause, Mrs. Lowell

continued, "I understand from Mr. Tann er
of the Foundation that you have a very
respons ible position at the hospita1."

Maggie sat forward in he r chair, her
eyes alight. " You 've seen Tommy!"

"No, my dear. Mr. Tanner woul dn't
permit it. He said it mi ght be too un­
settling. What nonsense, when rm the
boy 's grandmother!"

"Well, 1 haven't seen him either and
I'm his mother."

" I k now. 1 heard all a bout it . Suc h a
stu pid man! "

"Then you know that 1 have to wait a
year for my son."

"Yes, an d 1 told him It was an ou trage."
Maggie was uncertain . "You mean you

took my side?"
"Of course, Margaret. We're both

Lowells. We must stand together in this."

m aggie was bewildered. She didn't
trust her mother-in - law. She trusted her
leas t of al l when she seemed sympathetic.

"How yo u m ust ha ve suffered. When I
th ink my own daughter pu t Tommy in •
home!"

Maggie ignored this. " Wha t abou t yo u?"
she demanded. "You took Tommy from
me., You were re sponsible for him too !"

" If 1 had been, this neve r would ha ve
happened. But I th ought him sa fe with
Bernadette. How was I to foresee th e
fu ture? Natural ly, she wa nts to marry
again but 1 ne ver dreamed that he r self­
i!iIhness would make her do what she did
and lie to you."

Maggie was shaken by the old grid.
" How could she! I' ve lo!iIt seven years­
seven year.; of hi!iI life."

''The important thing is not to lose any
more time. You t wo shoul dn't be sepa­
rated another moment. And Margaret, I
can ge t yo u you r son."

Margaret was startled. "You can,
How? "
• "I've spok en with Mr . Tanner. He
agrees that Tommy would be in a stab le
home if we all lived together."

"I see. And if I were to agree where
wo\1ld yo u want us to live?"

"Wh y r ight here, of course. I wouldn't
dream of disturbing your associations and
the position yo u've made for yourself."

"And how would we share Tommy?"
Margaret pursued.

" We ll, I would take care of him during
the day-while you're away at the hos­
pitaL I trust the monetary rewa,rds are
sufficient?"

"Oh! You have no income," Maggie
stopped. In Mrs. Lowell's circle one
didn' t ta lk about money or the n eed to
earn any.

" Unfortun ately, it has all me lted away,
And a t my time of life too-tragic! Bu t
1 would bri ng a willing heart and hand- "

" You don't really care for Tommy at
all," Maggie burst eiu, "Now I under­
stand. You're out to ieather your own
nest and you think this is an easy way to
do it." •

Mrs. Lowell rose from her cha ir.
"I've never borne such insults in my

...

life!" she cried, he r voice loud with anger.
" Wa it, please. Where are yo u go ing?"
"Back to the betel. I do ubt now that

I'd want to sha re a home with you."
Maggie bit het" lip. "I'm sorry if I've

oftended you, Mrs. Lowell. But yo ur
coming here so suddenly like this-"

" I suppose it is upsetting. Well, I'm no t
one to bear a grudge. Let's both think it
over. If yo u change your mind, yo u
know where to reach me--that is, if you
want your child ba ck r ight away ."

If she wan te d her ch ild back! Did she
want her right arm or air in her lungs!
She wanted Tommy more than an ything
else in th e world. But she wanted. hi m a ll
to herself out of Mr!!. Lowell's r each .
However, if her mother-in-law had con ­
vinced Mr. Tanner that she could bring
stability to the home, Maggie knew she
must accept her oRe!' or wa it out the
year,

Perhaps, she told herseU, she was being
unjust to Mrs. Lo_II. No one remaln3
Ul'lchanged thro ugh the yeal"!l and it was
possible that Mrs. Lowell had changed for
the better. No matter what she is, Maggie
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concluded, it 's wor th anything to ge t
Tommy.

Maggie would never forget ' her firs t
meeting with Tommy-not if she lived to
be • h undred. Alon e, she had taken an
early train to the Foun dation , so that she
might get acquainted with her son. Mr.
Tanner, unexpectedly kind, tried to tell
her what lay ahead. "Tommy is a M'rW­
tiv_e youngster and he's been moved
around a lot. 'nLat', made him insecure.
He doesn't like .strangel"!i. Doesn't trust
them....

" Bu t I'm no t a stranger." Maggie cried
" I' m his mother."

" He doesn't know th at," Tanner re­
minded her gen tly. ~Mrs. Lowell, it's not
going to be easy, th ese next few weeks,
but remember , no matter how hard it is,
it will pa ss. J ust be natural with him
end I' m sure he 'll grow to love you."

"Oh, yo u do think that, don 't you, Mr.
Tann. er?" Maggie asked anxious ly .

''Yes, bu t remember. make haste !!lowly.
He's often on the defensive."

He let he r watch the children at play.
n.ey couldn't see her and that made it
easiee. She had no trouble in find ing he r

son. He looked a litt le like Al len, a lot
like her. And he had bee habit of biting
hL~ lip w hen in thoug ht. It was .strange
since he hadn't been around her.

He seemed happy enough when playing
with the children but when Mr. Tanne r
sent him in to talk with her, he wor e a
worried look that seemed to say, "Gro wn_
ups again? Wha t can this; be about?"

Maggie, frozen with terror, managed to
say "hello."

.. 'Le," he said and waited expectantly ,
"What 's your name?"
"Tommy. What do you want to kn ow

for? "
"Nothing special. I just think it 's nice

to know people 's names, don't yo u? "
He shrugged, no t answering and !!he

tried again,
"00 you like it here?"
"It's all ri ght I guess.. ..
"00 you remember anything about

where you lived be fore yo u came he re ."
Tommy frowned. "I guess I'll go bKk

and play," he !IBid, baH turning to the
door ,

"Wa it!" Maggie cried, he r word!! $pil ling
out. "You don't ha ve to stay h ere at all.
I'm going to take yo u a way-bome wi th
me , You see, I'm yo u r mother."

Tommy winced, "I haven't a mother,"
"Of course yo u ha ve, da rl ing. I really

a m yo u r mother a nd I' ve been looking for
you so long, We 'll get to be great
fr iends."

but Tommy ha d turned ta il and was
calling wildly , " Mr. Tanner! Mr. Tan ner,
don't send me away. I want to stay here
with you ."

Maggie felt a!I if her heart would break..
She tried to fight back the tears. Tanner
had warned her and yet she had made a
mess of it. She hadn't expected this.

Mr . Tann. er soo thed the hightened child
and the more frightened mother. "There,
th ere. Th is is nothing. Tommy- you and
mother and I-we'll go down to my office
and have a littl e tal k ,"

Maggie ne ver q uite remembered what
was said, but in the end, Tommy agreed
to go home w ith he r and see how he
wou ld like it. An hour late r th ey we re
on the train to 'Merrimac-Maggie,
Tommy and Mrs. Lowell who had met
them at the stillion. Tommy, worn out
by th e events of the day, fell asleep.
Maggie was lost in • blue fog of deprell ­
!!ion and didnt emerge from it until Mrs.
Lowell reminded her they would soon be
in Merrimac, It was Mrs. Lowell who
nudged Tommy saying "Tho~n,get
up, it 's a lmo!lt ti me to get off."

"'Huh ? " Tommy rubbed h is sleepy eyes,
saw Mrs. Lowe ll an d scowled. Maggie
took h is hand reassu ri ngly an d smiled.
But he pulled it a way.

Mrs . Lowell pu rsed her mouth. " W.hen
an older person speaks to yo u , Thomas,
you should n't say huh! Only litt le to ug h!!
answer that way. You must say ' I beg
your pardon ,' Will yo u remember t ha t?"

" Yes ," !laid Tommy.
- 'Yes, grandmother or 'grandma' if

you wish.."
"Yes, grandma:'



kC,iood.! Now for being such a bright
little boy, here's a piece of c.ndy."

Maagie protested. "nlat'l the way you
train dogs. rrn not SUTe it's right for
children."

'" Nppose you're criticizing."
"I don't mean to but-" She broke of(

as Tonuny returned. "Come sit down
beside me, Tommy," she urged. " I haven't
seen you in such a lon e time."

TIle boy fidgeted uncomfortably and
coun tered, "'When do we get off the
train'"

I T was only when Mrs. Lowell said,
"Si t do wn wh en your mother tel ls yo u

to, Thomas," that he sat down beside her,
not ve ry ha ppily.

" I didn't uU him to," Maggie put in.
Despairingly she had to admit to he!".

self that Mrs. Lowell eeeesed better able
to reach her son than she did. He was
used to d iscipline but love OIlIy made him
uncomfortable.

"We're staying at Or. Brent's houw,
Tommy," Maggie explained. "Bu t only
till we get one of our own which I hope
will be very soon. Mean whi le, Dr. Brent
is a goOO friend. You111ike him."

"Won't! J don 't like doctors," he to ld
he r .

"'You'll lik e th is on e. He 's not an ordi­
nary doctor. He does rese arch in a lab­
oratory- with test tubes. Do yo u know
wha t that isor"

"You mean like chembtryor" Tommy
showed a glimmer of in te rest.

"Yes. that's right. I work w ith him
down at the hospital..

"lAKI.ies don't do chemistry," he said
scornfully.

Maggie laughed. It was the first time
the tension ....as broken the" ..hole after­
noon. "'011. but you're wr'OIlI:. I do,
Tomm y. You11 see,"

He looked as if he were going to call
her a liar , but jus t the same, she had
found one "'int spark of interest. and
that was something to build on, she told
herself.

Then Mrs . Lowell swept this small com ­
fort away. "Your mother will be ou t
wo rking all day, Thomas. You'U spend
yo ur time with me and I want yo u to pay
partic:ular attention to what I have to
KY ."

"Yes. grandma."
"Why, Thomas! You reeeeeebeeed, I

think you deserve another pieee of candy
for that."

Maggie was $0 edgy by the time they
reached the Bren ts ' abe could hardly keep
~ the tears. Wh ile Mrs. Lo_ll went
wi th Tommy to .- that he washed up
properly, Maggie poured out all her fears
to sy mpa thetic Francie.

"Oh, Francie, it's a wful! He stares at
me as if I were hill enemy . It will ta ke
weeks months, to make him feel. secu re
and ha ppy."

"Now, ho ney, it just seems that way.
You k now how kld$ are. Even w hen
they're used to you, they don 't like to be
fussed over-and he just isn't used to
anyone of his own."

" I know. It would be bad enough if
he were an average little boy, but he 's

not. He 'll been kicked around .50 that be
likes the Fou ndation . He didn't wan t to
come home."

Francie was tryine to comfort ~ie
when Frank Dana entered the room.

"Well, where ill be?" he demanded
gaily. " I want an in troduction. I brought
him a lit~ something."

He pointed to the bicycle in the rumble
_t of his ear.

"Oh Frank, you shouldn't have," chided
Magg ie.

"Why non He's a boy and over six,
isn 't he or I'm no dope. How'm I going
10 eet in good with him if I don 't give
him a bike? And if I do n't get in good
with him, ho w am I going to get in good
with his mother ?"

M.ggie couldn 't help laughing. Jt wu
funny ho w Frank eouId tU.e the terror
out of things.. In the days that followed
he r gratitude grew. For Frank'.li light
touch won Tommy over, too. 'nat, and
the bike. Frank came over faithfully ,
wMnn-er be could, to teaeh Tommy how
to n de it. 1lle two got on famously.

Magg ie stood watching them one after_
noon. Her heart wu in her mouth. But
Tommy wu pedallineand Frank held on
to the seat whi le he gave him encourage­
ment. "'Now just keep on pedalling. I've

got you, 50 you won 't fall Don't be
afraid . Easy does it. Hoora y!"

"Hceray!" lICn:!amed Tommy. It was the
first time he bad reaUy forgotten him$elf
and~ to be: having fun.

"You know whator" said Frank.. "'Ibat
lot time--I hardly hdd on at all.. You
were going all by younelf. Maggie," be
c:alled, "did you eee Tommy lOin&: by
runu.euor"

And Tommy chimed in , "'Do you .liCe.. ..

"O h yes. Yes , Tommy. It was by
yo urself."

"She saw," relayed Tommy.
"Well, sure," we nt on Frank se r iously.

"'Why woul d n 't sheor She's yo ur mother .
She'll be so pr ou d of you-"

Dear Frank_ll the t ime trying to
make Tommy know that she W8$ there,
earing-that'&what they had to do---make
Tomm y know he had a mother who loved
him. And Frank .eemed able to do it «I

easily, just as he did everything easily .
"'Come on now Right u p to where

Mother is standmg ..
Tommy started of( well enough but lod

his balance an d went over, the bike on
top of him.

"Oh, Tommy." Magg ie cried in terror.
"'~ you hurt or"

Frank bad already lifted the: bicycle

..
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and, seeing that the boy was not hurt, he
sa id with gentle f'irmnesa. "Stand up, old
boy. The broneho threw you. And wha t
does a cowboy do when his broneho
throws him? He just gets right on his
back again."

"Le mme," urged Tommy .
"But Frank, his 1m_he should have

iod ine," remonstrated Maggie.
"Sure," Frank agreed. "He's riding

r ight back to the emergency sta tion for
treatment, like any cowboy woul d do,
ma'm. How a bou t it, puncher?"

"Let's go," said TOmmy , getting on the
bike aga in.

"And you, Mother, yo u be on the porch
with the iodin e because th is time, we
turn right in to the driveway. On our
way!"

"00 our way" echoed Tommy. "Watch
me, mother, watch me ."

"I am, darling, I am!"
''See! I made it!..

m aggie's heart was so full she thought
she was going to cry. He had called bee­
"moth e r" ; he ha d wanted her approval!
But ho w can yo u cry when two cowboys
are wai ting for a pa t on the back?

"I'm so proud, Tommy," she said. "O h
Frank, I'm so proud."

It was a won derful a fte rnoon and it
was only the begi nning. Frank kept
comi ng and teaching the boy all the things
a no nnal kid of seven shoul d know-how
to fly a kite, sw in g at a ball, even how
to> sw im. Slowly but surely Tommy's
rean; melted away in the YfiU'nlth of
Fnnk's patience and humor and his
mother's pride.

Dr . Brent did his part too. He took
the boy over to the lab afte!" hours and
showed him where his mother worked.

"You mean-ladies do !mow chem­
istry?" he asked uncertainly.

"You r mother knows a lot more than
that, young man. I couldn't have made
my discoveries without her. You can be
migh ty proud"

And Frnncie told h im how Maggie,
single-handed and alone-since h is father
died when be was lit tle-had worked to

..

get a nice home for them because she
loved Tomm y so m uch and wanted him
with her always.

Dr. McVicker had helped them get a
house. It wasn't long before they wer-e
settled in it. Frank set up a shop in the
basement and gave Tommy a set of tool s,.
while Dr. Brent gave him a chemistry
~L

It was difficult 10 know which was the
more excited and happy- Tommy or
Maggie. Slowly and surely, th ey began
to relax, the boy secure in th e know led ge
tha t he was loved and wanted, and Mag­
gie in the fee lin g th at her son was turn ­
ing to her l or affec tion .

Mrs. Lowell's annoyance was obvious­
and understandable. II Maggie's feeling
of gratitude towan:l Frank or Dr. Brent
should develop inlO love, Mrs. Lo well
would lose her comfortable nest. Slowly
she conceived the idea of undermining
the boy 's affection for Frank- One day,
when Maggie came home, she found the
boy in a tantnun.

His bicycle was missing and Mrs.
Lowell had told him that it bad been
retumed to Fnnk.

~ I want to go back 10 Mr . Tanner,"
he sobbed through his tears. "He gave
me a toy mouse once for my vel")' own
and I didn't have to give it back."

Rea lizing at on ce wh at had happened ,
Maggie tried to soothe him . "The bi ke
is yOUni, Tommy . Uncle Frank will bring
it back tomor-row,"

Once the boy had left the room, she
turned to the older woman. "Mother
Lowell, it's time you and I bad this out.
I woo't get into a discussion of morals
with you, but that bike was a pregeJlt 10
Tommy, not to me ."

Mrs. Lowell nodded IIOlemnly. ~An ex­
pensive present. A t-:beJor can't give
~ve presents to a widows child
without expecting to have the neighoon;
talk. I'm responsible to Mr. Tanner for
the atmosphere tha t surrounds Tommy."

" I can guess who sta r ted the tal k if
there is any. To mmy is just beginning
to feel secure and happy. I w an t him
to !Jtay th a t way ," Maggie cried. "And
I' ll se nd him ba ck to Tanner and wait out

my year rather than let you ruin that
security."

"You can't mean that."
"Bu t 1 do! I've thought it a ll out. 1

want my son, yes. but 1 want him a no r­
ma l, happy youngster, one who loftS
and believes in people, especially those
who ha ve come to mean something to
him. II you won 't let him go on feeling
th is, he's better off at the Foundation.
But if you make me do this, you know
that yo u will go ou t of my house and you
can worry about making you r own liv­
ing."

Mrs. Lowell grew pale but Maggie sa w
th e disbelie f in he r eyes.

"Yes, I' ve changed," she continued.
"Lik e Tomm y, I'm not afraid anymore.
Whatever life brings me , I feel that I
can take it. I'm young and I can wait. So
is Tommy. But ho w a bou t you?"

"Now, Margaret, really~1 don't know
what brought on this outburst."

" I thought I was maJting it very clear.
This is my house and Tommy is my son.
[ want a free hand in r-aising him...

"~et, there's no need for such
strong language . ~..e's no need for us
to be hasty," Mrs. Lowell sai d. trying to
gath er together the remnants of her calm.

"Exactly!"' sa id Maggie, following up
her advantage. "I'm glad we unders tand
each other."

Tommy got back his bik e bu t refused to
to uch it . When Mni. Lowell tried to per­
suade him to ride it, he shook his head
and she lod her temper.

" I don't see why you're sul.king. you
ungntefo.J1 boy !" she cried. " II your
mother chooses to have you keep the
bike in spite of how the neigbbon; talk
-go ahead now . stop your nonsense."

Tommy took it out and Mrs. Lowdl
felt better. She had aa:omp1ished what
Maggie and Frank couldn't-which only
went to prove that children are raised
too easily nowadays. Discipline them and
they know where they stand and where
yo u stand.

She wen t out front to see if Tommy
was turning in to the driveway bu t It
was the grocery boy . Anxiowdy, she
looked out in front of the house. He was
now here in sight. She 'phoned around to
some of the neighbon; but when no one
had seen him, she felt she had to caU
Maggie at the hospital She didn 't lik:e
to but it had begun to nUn and Tommy
had left his lumber jack et at home. She
was really worried.

Dr. Brent drove Maggie home. After
they had combed all the familiar streets

• in the driving rain, Maggie called the
police. An hour later, Tmnmy was picked
up, h uddled under the porch of an
empty house on th e other side of town,
wh ere he had tried to take refuge from
th e do wn pour. When Maggie came, ~
fou nd h im drenched to the skin a.nd he
bawled wi th terror and the cold.

"Oh darling, whatever did you go so
far away for?" she asked.

-1 was looking for Uncle Frank's house."
"Bu t why. darling? Doesn't he alway.

ecece 10 our bouse?"
"Yes, bu t I wanted to ask him over
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I T eeeeced poin tless to say anythmg
fu r ther to Mr$.. Lowel l. Tommy had to
be put to bed, given a hot drin k and a

sedative. Maggie read to him until he
fell alliee;)'. But hill hand was hot and he
was runni ng a te mpera tu re.

The next d ay he had the flu . In twe nty.
fou r heu ra it had turned into pnewnonia
a nd in forty-eight ho urs into d ouble
pneumonia- the k ind that the new drogs
wo uldn't to uch . Vera came over to nurse
h im while Magg ie went around bcljow­
eyed , refwing to eat or sleep, rt' fusm,g
to move out of Tommy's room for more
than half an hour. Mrs. Lowell , too, kept
the vigil, though Maggie wished she might
be alone. Mrs. Lowell seemed a broken,
old lady now.

MMarg aret." she said, "Margaret, if
there were only !IOmething I could do-"

Maggie wanted to keep quiet but he r
anger Rared and tumbled out. "Ha ven 't
you dorIe enough! 'I1lilI ill what coma of
your meddling!"

Mrs. Lowell looked as if Maggie had
slapped her. She apologized. "fm lIOrry,
Mother Lo well , I shouldn't have said
that. Ou r nerves are on edge."

" I deserve it," Mrs. Lowell replied in a
low voice, "I'll ne ver forgi ve myself. If
anything happens to Th omas-"

"Please-c- please-c-I can't take an y more."
M["$. Lowell bowed he r head and sa id

no th ing. But it was she who sa w th at
Ve ra had her meals and who tried to preSlil
hot coffee and sa ndwiches on Magg ie

The doctor an d Vera did what they
cou ld but Tommy had to fight h is battle
alone. Though it w as touch and go for
severa l days. in the end he opened his
eyes, smiled at Maggie and said, "Mother,
fm hungry."

Maggie thought they were the most
beautiful words she had ever heard..

Tommy cot well fast after that and bad
• great time convalescing. Maggie, Frank,
Dr. Brent and Francie were hill willing
slaves. And grandma-well one day Tom~

my put his hand in Maggie's a nd told
her confidentially, "Grandma's different,
isn 't she, Mother'!'"

Maggie looked across at a chastened
woman with whom abe felt abe could
now live m peace and said, "Yes, dar­
ling , we all change. That's because abe
loves you-we all love yo u-very much."

Tomm y grinned up at her. "I love
you too, Mother . You know sq,methinC?
I th ink 1 like it her e better than at the
Foundati on !" TIl.: END

there, away from Grandma, whe th er he
really gave me the b ike for kee ps."

"Of course he did, Tommy. I 've told
you end Uncle Frank told you too. Even
Gran dma _ "

"Yes. .$he told me to take it out. But
I knew she didn't want me to . And then
I wanted to _ Uncle Frank about th e
neighbors."

"What neighbol'$, darling?" M.aggie
_ed, bewildered.

''I dunno, but Grandma says there are
some neighbon who are talking about
my bike. I doo't understand it exactly."

"Oh, there'll nothing to understand.
Grandma ge1lI funny ideas abo ut thinp
lIOmetime.....-difterent ideas."
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Happy Dennis Days
(CO'IImnled from. po.ge 38)

his voice rose fou r tones above its normal
level as he said, "Yes, please."

T hese two wor..ds, like a verba l charm,
opened the door to stardom for Eugene
Dennis McNulty wh o shortly thereafter
became known as Dennis Day on Jack
Benny's prognm. "Yes, p lease," suggest­
ing unassUJDing youth, intrigued Benny's
fancy as much as the young singer's voice
p~ased his ear.

When trembling slightly, he walked up
to the microphone on the night of his
debut, Benny said, '"This is th e mike,
Dennis; SIly hello to the people," and
Dennis parrcted, ag ain in a. high-pitched
voice, "Hello to the people," he was defi­
nite ly established. Ten years lat er, both
on Ben ny's show, and on his own, "A
Day In 111" Life Of Dennis Day," he is
still the shy, deferential yo ung fellow
whose naivite and general 19norarn::t" al­
ways get him into trouble.

At the time, Dennis was not Kting. He
was not only shy and naive; he was very
M'W to radio and the idea of singing an
Benny's program was so awe-inspiring
that it affected his speaking Yoke. He has
not sung "Goodnigh t, M.y Beautiful" since
the first b roadcast for fea r of be ing re­
minded how nervous he W aJ:\ that day .

" I didn't know from nothing abou t
show business," he $3.ys now, "and 1
didn 't have to strain myself at all to
act like a half-witted ignoramus. That'$
just bow I felt."

Al though, after ten years in show busi ­
ness, Denni.s now lIC'Cs the ~rt he plays
on the "ir and is hardly a simple-minded
youth, he still carries wi th him a pteee
ot the Blarney stone he got in lreland
during the~ of 1935. His !IUCCeS!I

ll$ a singer and ocmedian have helped
to overcome the shyness that appealed $0

much to J ack Benny, but it reveab itself
when he i:s praised. Compliments embar-,
I'aS3 h im and he still cannot q uite accept
the obvious f act that his voice is mol'e

valuable than the legal training he re­
ceived in college.

A shrewd business man and no longer
1ad:ing in self-confidence, Dennis does
not shrink from asserting himself even
in matters which other men gladly COD­

cede are " in the la ps of the Gocb.... He was
$0 sure that h is first child would be a
girl that he bet his wife $25 on it, and
proceeded to deeeeate the nursery of
h is home in pink. Wh en Patrick James
McNul ty was born on December 10, 1948,
he manfully shelled out the $2S but, at
latest reports, he is taking no chances
on the second child, expected this month.

So far ll$ hU parents know, Dennis'
talent is the lim of its kind in the Mc·
Nulty family . He was the third $On of,
and the first to be born in this country to,
Patrick and Mary McNulty who left the
County Mayo, Ireland, early in 1918,
the year of his birth, a nd se ttled in the
Bronx, Ne w York. He had an olde r broth-
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e e a nd lIister, and his a rrival ",.. followed
by th ree more brothers.

Entertainment was II family affair for
the McNu ltys and Mrs. McN ul ty encour­
aged bel' chil~'s lo ve of m!1$k by
playing ber accordion at the family song
fests, when they .$&Dg and danced Irish
melodies" and by giving tbem. a cbanee to
study music. Eugene had the ki nd of
childhood familiar to mlIlioos of other
New York children- baseball, swimming,
delivering papen and fist ligbts-and his
voice rang higli and clear when he sang
in the high masses a t S1. Benedict', . The
blac k eye or puffy lip he occasionally
wore did not d etract from hh mother's
pleasure il t the sight.

She wanted tum to study music but,
while in high school, Dennis decided
tha t he woul d lik e to be II lawyer. He
received a BA. degree at Manhattan Col ­
lege in 1938 and W II$ planning. to continue
his legal studies when an opl'l'IItio n and
a lengthy pe riod of convalescence inter­
fered with h is p lans and sent him looking

for another job.
A scholarship at college had given him.

a chance to ling on a New York City
radio station, and he decided to try h is
luclt on the air. He was singing regularly
over an independen t New York $latian
in 1939 when he heard of Benny's search
for a vocali$t..

Mary Livingstone was impressed ....ith
the voice she heard on the recordI that
Eugen~ sent to Benny', agents in Holl y­
wood. Benny was non-committal, and
proceeded to New York for the live a udi­
ti~

One day som e time later, Eu gene was
asked to "'COIne down to the studio
to meet .-omebody." He had no idea who
the " lIOfDebody" was until he arriYed and
...... intnM:l:u~ to J ack Benny.

"I was so astonished that 1 almost fell
Rat on m y face," said the young singeT.

Benny maintained his "no-comment"
attitude un til Eugene came out with his
"Yes, p lease," and Dennis Day, the junior
Casper Milquetoast , was born. Tin: END



to lera nce toasts the town
(COfttiw~d from page: 24)
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van's ~uaintances.. "I've met her in
airports all OVH the country.~

He has been partieularly impressed by
the manner in which Mrs. Roosevelt
gives of her time to all kinds of organi­
zations, to big and little people, in .spite
of the bitter criticism to which she has
been 5Ubje<:ted and the general mis­
Ulldenrtanding of her motives. He men­
tioned her appearance at a fund-raising
luncheon givl"ll by the F ifty-Two Associ­
ation in the basement of Reuben 's, a New
York restaurant.

"She makes no distinction," Sullivan
said, "between Madison Square Garden
an d Reuben'a basement,"

S ullivan began his secondary career as
a master of ceremonies when. he was a
sports writer for the New York Grl1phi.c:,
at a dinner featuring outstanding figures
in the world of sports (Walter Winchell
was in charge of the en te rtainmen t at
the affair) . In 1932, while he was writing
Broadway news for the Grl1phi.c:, Anatole
Friedlar'ld, the song writer, asked him to
handle a fund-nising show for the Jewish
Federation; $12'0,000 was collected.

'"Of all the many affairs 1 have put on
since then, 1 Jot the most satisfaction out
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~ with the really "important" peo­
ple than the "little hall pints."

"They are ., completely confident of
tbemselw:s that they don't find it nec­
essary to put on an act when they talk
to people," he aid.. "'l1Je lJe<:retary is
always more of a pain in the IleCk than
the odebrity."

Describmg John Banymore as one of
the most. sparkling and vivid pe..-nalities
he had ever met. Sullivafl recalled the
day he interviewed the famous actor,
and Barrymore told him about the letter
he had received from Geo~ Bernard
Shaw. The "Hamlet" that Barrymore had
presented in Lond on was m inus many
passages of th e play u Sha kespeare wrote
it. In his letter, Shaw congratulated him
on the acting and Raging of the pe r _
fonnance but, as for the deletiens, he
wrote, "I wish to l$5ure, yo u, my dear
Barrymore, that Shakespeare was a far
greater playwright than you will ever be
an actor." Banymore rolled on the floor
with laughter as he quot.ed the lines from
the le tter .

Eleanor Roos!!~lt, for whom he bas
~al adminrotion, is probably one of the
most famous personalities among Sulli-

lU'tists. They're Negroes, it's obvious th.t
~y're talented and-there they are in
your liviD&: room. It should have • power­
ful effect on the minds of ehildren...

Sullivan told the story of a Southern
ClOuple who bought a television set, At
first, their guests turned away from the
lIC:l'eftl when a Negro entertainer was
prrfonninl but, as the weeb went by,
the:ir heacb turned slowly back. as if
drawn by the irresistible force of the
entertainment, and finally faced the
sc:rftn again.

Among the Negro entertainers who
have appeared on "Toast of the Town" are
pianist Harel Scott, singer-and-actress
Lena Home, dancer Bill Robinson. the
King Cole TJ'io, the Ink Spots quartette
and W. C. Handy, composer of the "SL
Louis Blues,"

"Talent like that," Sullivan remarked,
"can wear down prejudice more effec­
tively than any speech....

Sullivan, whose "Little Old N_ York"
column is syndicated throughout the
United States. has been a reporter since
1919, when he took • job in his bome
to-n of Port Chester. N. Y.. as sports
editor of the Oailll ItnI. at $10 • week.
Today, his reputation as a Rewsp!lpe1'"

man is almost overshadowed by his fame
as a television emcee and a5 the
otgani~r-en'lCee of benefit shoW$.

It was SuUivan's contact with world
celebrities that drew him into thow
business, and his acquaintance with the
big names of Broadway and Hollywood,
and with people of world renown, is an
important aspect of his succes Celebri­
ties appear on his program as enter­
talnera, end about ten minutes are de ­
voted to introducing others who attend
as members of the studio audience.

In the audience cne evening were J oe
Louis (st ill wearillg the b lack eye he
receiJ'ed dur-ing his first fight with Joe
Walcott). Richard Rodgers, Osc8r Ham­
merstein, General Jonathan Wainwright,
Sister Elizabeth Kenny, Adolphe Mer'ljou
afld Bob Hope. Such an aggregatkln of
celebrities would be difficult to assemble
without persor'lal acquaintance, afld Sul­
livan's fan mail mdicates that his tele­
vision audience looks forward to the
moment ..hen the .$pOtlight seeks out the
fa.mous faces in the darkened studkl.

SulUvan began to acquaint himself
with celebrities back in 1919 when be
was still in Port Chester. Babe Ruth was
in town for afl exh.ibition game and the
young sports editor interviewed him at
a local hoteL

" Ru th was the first homest-to-goodness
celebrity I ever met, " Sullivan recalled,
"end, like all the ethers, he was very
easy to get along with. I had more trou­
ble with some of the loca l residents than
I did w ith him."

Throughout his long period of contact
with famous people, Sullivan has dis-,
covered that it is always easier to do ..



confessions of a g al vocalist
(Contin ued from page 16)

•

gnph records and pietures at II local
record store

2: JO to 3: 30 p.m.-I make a wild search
for . tailor who might press my c:lru3
in • hurry and usuaUy end up by doing
It myself

3: 30 to 4: 0(5 p.m.-I answer my fan mail
(fans ere inveterate letter writers, you
know) and o ften write a letter to my
mother, othe r memben; of my family or
friends

4: 4S to 5: 30 p.m.-there's alW'llYS laun­
dry to take care of

5: 30 to 6:30 p.1n-'I full hour for dinner
(u nless another personal appearance of
some kind has been a rranged) after
which I gel read y for the eve n jng's
performance

8 p.m._if the dance is to begin at 9
o'c hx:k, we hav e to be th ere an hou r
ahead of ti me

2 a.m .- we're off!
When a girl follows a schedule like

this clay alter day-once for a period of
three months-her greatest problem is
keeping her clothes clean and tidy. I
usually take at least three or four eve­
ning gowns with mev even on II short
tour, just for my own moral .su pport.
They need cl eaning oa:asionaIly and
~g all the time .

MOl5t tailors are cooperative but n0­

body ca n expect them to be standing
there, iron in hand, when I dash in with
a dress and ask them can they please
press it immediately, if not sooner, More
often than not, they're being besieged
by six local CirLs who want their dresses
for the same dance that I'm thinking
abo ut. So I go back: to the hotel , my dress
over my arm, and press it myself with
lin iron bor rowed fro m the wife of the
bal lroom manager. Ironing boa rd? Don 't
be silly. I usu ally use a su itcase and
sometimes do a be tter job than the ta ilor .

A bottle of spot remover is onc of the
most important items in my eq uipme n t.
With th is I keep my dresses as clean
as pD6S.ible un til , on a rare occasion, we
stay in a town for tw o days and 1 ca n
ta ke one of them to a cleaner. I keep
away from cleaners as long as pos$ible­
ever since the time my taffeta gown came
back six indies shorter.

The difficulty in laundering my under­
wear and stockings is finding a place to
hang them. I suppose hotel guests don't
usually do their own laun dry but try
to find a chambennaid when you wan t
one in • hl1lTY! So I string a rope, which
I carry with me, across the room, in case
the hotel builder wasn't coosiderate
enough to leave a water pipe outside the
walls.

When I finally get to the ballroom with
my gown in fairl y presentable condition,
another problem confronts me. Where am
I going to dress? Don't the people who
buil d ba llrooms know that ba nds have
girl vocalists and that girls need dressing
rooms? I us ua lly hav e to use the lad ies'
room which is already packed with the
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girls wh o have come early to the dance­
why I don't know.

Once the ladies' room was so crowded
-at eight o'clock-that I bad to go to
the men's room; one of the boys held
a coat in front of me while I dressed.

An, you wondering w hy I think it's
fun ? Well , people are flU1 and we see
a different crowd night after night, in
big cities and in towns with a single
main street and a few shops. so small
that I often wonder how they can afford
a band. I hea r all k inds of accents-New
England, New York, Western, Southern­
and I ea t all kinds of food .

Then, too, it 's fun to work with the
boys in the band. I was 18 when I joined
them and, since there are 22 men ( in­
cluding 18 mus icia ns, a few me mbers of
the office staff and Sammy Ka ye himself)
and I'm the only girl, they act pretty
much like b ig brothers to me. On cold
winter n ights, during the long rid e by bus
from one town to another when I try
to get a little slee p, I usually wake up
to find a Rock of their coats thrown over
m• .

At my age, I can hardly be a mother
to them, but I do the best I can by sew­
ing the buttons on their jackets or fixing
the tom lining!! in their coats.

rm not bothered very often by stage­
door johnnies. Tbe men 8t the dances,
whether in big or little towns. IICCm to
realize that I wouldn't go ou t with stran­
gers so they expl"C$S their admiration,
silen tly, with 8owel"$-no name attached.
1bat takes less nerve than coming to
the stage door. But on the I'llI"C occasions
when I find an unwanted suitor at my
heels, one of the boys will scare him off
by act ing as if he were my sweetheart.

They're a b ig bunch of ha ms, frankly ,
pu lling gags on each other on and off the
stage, and I think I get mor e fun ou t of
th e gags th an they do.

So metimes we make a long tou r and
then we travel by train an d live in a
Pullman which is shunted off the tracks
in whatever town we have to perform.
Of course. there's a ladies' and a men's
room but, w ith 22 men, I don't fee l en ­
titled to a bathroom all to myself. I usual­
ly have to stand in line with the boys
and wait my chance to get into the
" lad ies '" room .

With a bass fiddJe in one comer, a tuba
in another and saxophone and trumpet
cases all over the 8oor, I run an obstacle
race to Rel to the mirror and the dress­
ing table. And what a display of shorts
rve seen!

In my home town of Baltimore I sang
at the local radio statiol'l$ and had an
occasional night club date, but this is my
first job with a band. It '. the kind of work
rye always wanted -good training for
a singer and a wonderf ul experience all
aroun d . It 's acce pted that "peo ple are
funny" but in a job like this yo u lea rn
that they' re darned nice, too.

TIUI: END

Radio Best's
. IAnniuersorll Issue

/ SpeCla Ie in Februarll
goes on so noUl

der llour copll
% ••• or I--nl

at ~our .,...
% neUlsdealer!

to lerance toasts th e town
(C<mti1'l.ued. from paoe 69)

of the hosp ital shows I handled du r ing
the last war," Su lliva n comme nted,
''There was no gla mo ur, but the ki nd­
ness and coopera tio n between peo ple, the
e bsenee of discrim ination-the colored
kid in one bed trading books with the
Alaba ma white boy next to him, their
prejudices levelled off by war-e-made for
an abnosphere of complete- happiness.
Th05C hospitals offered a good example
of the way society sho uld function ."

Tbe:se haspital shows were only one
phase of Sullivan's activities during the
war. OutsWiding among the really big
events were the two shows at Madison
Square Garden for the Army Emergency
Relief and the Red Cross ( boxes were
sold at $5 ,000 each) which raised a total
of SSOO.OOO in two nights.

Now the chorus girb were lining up on
the stage and Sullivan arose to take
his place for the opening number,

MI d ill consider myself primarily a
newspaper man," he remarked , "bu t when
I mee t peo ple, t hey never ask me about
my column-just 'w ho've you got on
Sunday ntght?' "

THE END

what sec u rity means to me
(Continu ed from page 35)

yo urself. "Wha t will be next? " Having
a job helps . But if you don't have one,
you can m8ke one by keeping busy. The
best jobs are those which pay you a bonus,
not in money, but in the c:ha.nee to serve
othen 8nd forget yourself. Replace your
10i55el' lIS fast as you can. U a friend
moves away, make two in her place. I
know a man who got over the hard places
in his life and was able to lItart again in
his business by telling hinuelf finnly, "AU
doors do n't eteee at once. I've got to find
the open door."

Look.ing for the open door in your life
can be more exciting than exploring the
North Pole. For it restates your faith in
God, in yo urself and in the future.

When we are eager to accept today's
challenge, whatever it might be , we don't
have to define .secu rity . We have it!

T HE E ND



J oseph "Sebast ian" Myers , eeacee or
WKY's ''Opus Pocus ", feels quite a t
hom e in the august coDlpany or Mend els ,
so hn an d Mourt,

The William H ill Quintet sin ks

its hoo ks into music

and makes with

adagios, fugues, lagrettos and andantes hit the musical road
to ruin when the William Hill Quinte t sinks its hooks into a

composition ever WKY- TV, Oklahoma City television station.
Disguised under the title, "Opus Pocus," the Quintet takes a

3O-minute weekly ride on the musical merry-go-round de­
livering clowning blows at every tum.

To the television viewer-listener, the commentary of the
program suggests a classica l musical show--ehamber style.
Bu t there all resemblance fad es . F or at the end of the flowery,
restrained in troductions, the Quintet ta kes charge wi th u n ­
subdued abandon, turning out masterpieces of hoedown, w est­
ern m elody a nd hillbilly specials.

The surprise formula-a hall-promise of a very h igh- b row
concert, and a reward of snappy, foot -tapping melodies of the
bam dance variety-has piled up the fan mail from a delighted
audience always eager for the unexpected. An added grin ­
twister is the fact that the Quintet delivers the music with the
most solemn demeanor-never a smile or any other expression
of emotion. The deadpan background is a natural la ugh­
getter.

Co mm entator is J oseph "Sebastian" Myers, who doubles as
WKY traffic man ager. In his austere in trodu ction, Myers
ad mits he is the author of such m usi cal classics as ' 'Twen ty
Thousand Leagues U nder the K ey of c."

"La dies and gentlemen, this evening's program opens with
the W illiam Hill Quintet performing a work more in keeping

.with the classical idiom of musical expression that many of you
will hear on these concerts. The composer intended, we feel
quite sure, to embody a certain romantic tenderness in this
work.. For throughout, he pays tribute to the undeniab le
charms of his beloved.

"At firs t the theme is expressed on the strings, and then is
ta ken up anew by the vo ices of the ensemble. It is here that
the work reac hes its s tirring cli max, with the predominant
theme being ex pressed: ' Id a Red, Ida Red, I'm a Plumb Foo l
About Ida Red'."

And as a member of the Quintet remarks: ''The music that
co mes out may not stir your heart, but it sure shuffiesyour feet
around."

The William Hill Quintet, with emcee Myers and guests, s tands reat:y for a telecast or their own version of "elasaiee!" music .
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hour of drama anywhere on the air, on
TV or in radio. The e ther version of
Theatre Guild hall what it takes to attract
listenerac-- play.. . production, directing,
cast, generallmow-how. This ~iewer­
who has often advised a udiences to voice
their gripes when the broadcasters fail to
come through with service-now ha$ an­
other song to sing. Hear 'l'beatre Guild­
and if you agJ'ft with my evaluation, let
yourseU be beard in praise. A p;l5tcard
to the network will do.

I remember when Theatre Guild first
came to radio-this is its 61th season. It
started off qulle weU. But it had notable
faults loG. Brought to rad'o by higbly
experienced stage producers. the radio
version of the Guild program knew too
much about the stage-and not enough
a bout rotdio. The originators thought., at
first. that all you had to do WItS shorten
a foU-length play to an hour (minus time
out for the eommercillls) . line up iI) top
cast-then place a microphone on the
stage. They found out that ~ was
more to it than that.

Now, with four notclles In its belt,
Theatre Guild is really radio. On the
opening of this season, for instance, Betty
Field played her former stage role as the
star of "Dream Girl." I saw her on the
stage in that very amusing play (written
by her husband. Elmer Rice). But as
adapted for I'1Idio by Robert Anderson.
thi:J play was purest I'1Idio. John Lund,
who played the male lead on the air. was
tops. So was the rest of a n excellent
cast. Director Home r Fickett held the
sizeable cast together tightly and kept the
action going at proper pace. It W85 an
exeelleet, all-around job. And the rt!lIt
of the Guild 's productions are on a pa r
with the opener. Eve n the commereials,
spoken by George Hicks, and the mere
announcements, by Norman Brckensblre,
are ha ndled with lUte.

The ABC network may we ll feel sorry
it lost Th eatre Guild on the Air to NBC.
Bu t the lis ten er has 1000t nothing by th e
shift. It'a a fit tin g hour for a Sunday eve­
ning a t home--especlally if yo u have no
tel evision.

The Big Sto ry
Wednesda y•• t p...

I speak here of the I'1Idio version of this
program. When it first came to the air, I
had the feeling that tbeee was a lot of
phony jollJTlaiism here. It is nothing of
the kind. In each in5tance. the "Big'"
story is one that bad really been covered,
or uncovered, by aome reporter on some
newspaper around the country. ~
sequence of events may be changed. or
the dialogue altered, but the story is from
life.

Very often. the $tOry may be one of
crime and violence. Neverthel-., both
the telling of the tale and its re-eeeet­
ment come close to reality on this pro_
....m,

7Z

seat at the dial
(Continued frcnn pq.gf' 13)

Kraft Television Theatre
Wed ,," ,b,., ' .Ie p.... .

This one was cal led-because of its
sponsor-""M1e Big Chee$e." That was
a couple of years ago. wben it wu virtu­
ally the only drama program on tele­
vision. Well, there are others.. That
cheese has not always seemed the tastiest
- that ts, dramatically. But it is stilI. YeI'Y
often, a very good program and w«th
your hour on Wednesday nights.

Sometimes, indeed, Kraft Theatre is an
excellent sbow. The castin& most of the
time. is from among the top-drawer peo­
ple of C3PBbility. The production and
direding is good-with Iesa reliance than
might be shown on newer techniques,. but
little trickery too. The stories have been
solid, too. at tiJnes. And once in a while,
ill degree of reality is reached that is far
beyond the legitimate stage's possibilities.

Wlailt' not th e bn.t of TV dramalle a llo_.
Kraft Theatre cOlltl n u ... to e n leru h. hna.

At; of the present writin g, Kraf t Th ea tr e
has been on th e ai r for some th ing like 130
weeks. For te levision, that's certainly par
for the course. Or, to change similes in
mid-air , Bingo. I can still take thal "big
cheese" 011 Wednesday nights.

Philec Television Theatre 1_ ;
S••d a y, ,...t p•••

Competing against it.se-If____ above,
where theatre Guild 011 the Air is dis­
cussed-NBC puts forward its best tele­
vision foot of the 't"ed: while half 01 its
top radio production is still on the air.
Well, if the sponsors want it that WlIy­
who am -I to kK:k.. (In bet, NBC is about
to separate its nKlio and TV opentiooa
completely; and this kind of conftjct ill
one of the reasons.) 'lbe fact is that, to
this writing, Philco Television Theatre
leads the season in TV drama..

This year, the Book of the Month Club
is picking the novels to be dramatUed for
the Pbilco sessictos. It's an excellent idea,
for the 80M is certainly a rich store

house for literary thinking, and its judges
know what's what.

On the opening program. Philco had
scripter Sam Carter dramatize the Frank
Yerby novel. NPride's Castle." Starring
Anthony Quinn, and fea turillg Louise
Allbritton and Catherine McLeod. the
hour resulted in an excellent pceseotatioo
worthy of being rated as the season', first
fine play on TV.

It was inteJ"e!ltin& to this viewer to note
that certain puritanical taboos that rnigbt
have f:rigblened radio broadcasters did
not seem to seare the producers: on the
TV side:. It is true that on major radio
productions - for instance on Theatre
Guild OIl the Air-bluenoses usually get
short notice. But here the heroine Wi15 a
lady who, like her brutal and immoral
husband. had been immoral her.seU. And
yet sbe remained to triumph in her own
illict, if justified, perfidy.

What I'm trying to say-if all this
doubie-taIlr. is over your head-is that
Philco started out by calling ill spade- by
its name, because the story it told de­
manded such telling. 'lbe TV program'a
bWlmess was to dramatize-and that it
did, very well If Philco keeps going in
that way, TV might have a grown up
theatre of its own. Is that 100 much to
exped? We ll, we can hope, anyway.

Court of Current Issues - -
1'11_ _7. 8-!t P._. DeMOIT

Most forums-on radio or TV-are
pains in the neck. Supposedly devoted
to the discusskln idea. broadcast forums
rarely give anyone a chance to discuss
a ny thing. On the th eo ry that conflict
ma kes roe excitement--and, on th e whole,
that is true-such shows overdo the
nervousness but underplay th e reason for
a ll th e to-do, which ha ppens to be a de­
sire to understand some subject jWlt a
little bit better. There is so much ba ttl e
that real casualty is the listener. or vlew­
er, who had hoped to learn something
fro m what's laug hingly called a "forum"
sho......

In recent years, several forum programs
have learned to do better. But when they
we re trans1erred to television, they were
stiU q uite dull Now, however, TV can
boast of one forum program that's neither
all chatter and fireworks, nor an ind ucer
of s1~p. I refer to DuMont's "Court of
Current Issues."

On this prognm-I know J mentioned
it here a year or so ago-there is a
genuine effort to balance the think­
budget between sides dedicated to oppos­
ing views. It's a "court." A "judge"­
""ho bas little to do but call the people
and bane ill gavel-acts as rnodentor. An
"attorney'"-sometimes he really is a
member of the bar---r-uns the case for
each side. Each lawyer calls his wit_
nesses, who '"testify" for their own pre­
judice$, biases 01 belie&. Then there is a
summation.. Finally. a "jury"-of twelve



Win ElBot a nd two w; nnull un "County ~'II ; r,M

no w c~lebrating ilK fifth yea r On th.. lO;r,
Ludlle Ra il ta lks of
"My ~'av...rlte H usband"

members of the studio audience, or from
club or lodge invited by the producer­
renders a verdict, Except for the latter
part, w hich sometimes results in "jur ies "
of too-similar thinking, this comes very
close to being a real forum. It's far better
than most of them on radio, and certainly
the best on TV .

My Favor -ite Husband
. 'riday, 8:30 p.m .

Lucille Ball is back with this vehicle,
and Richard Denning plays the lady's
other half. The situations developed by a
team of three writers fOI' this comedy ma y
range from the comy or homey to the
hackneyed and the trite-certainly not a
very broad range. Just the same, the
deft handling of the line s by Miss Ball
and Denning and their thoroughly capable
team-mates makes for a good deal of fun.
Sometimes, the dialog punctuating the ac­
tion is more imaginative than the p lot it­
self. But always, the punch is provided
by the actors, principals and supporters
alike. In othe r words, they 're funn y.

County Fair
Sa lu rda,', 2 p.m,

Does it seem strange to go into another
program that's in its fifth se ason ? You'd
think I touch such shows because I like
them, Well- t he fact is that I do.

The subject of giveaway programs has
been so often in the press of la te that
everybody-except the Federal Com­
munications Commission, which weasled
- has takcn a definite stand on programs
tha t try to bribe listeners. (The FCC
thinks it spoke out when it "banned" the
giveaways; but actually it skirted the
issue by ruling only on a technicality.)
"County Fair" comes to mind midst all
~is jabber because, though it has so me
aspects of a givea way, it isn't. It has also
aspects of a quiz show, signs of an audi­
ence-participation program, hints of being
a public se r vice item, It is none-and a

little bit of each-of all these things.
Primarily, it IS a great gag-a gag

pulled on listeners and sponsor al ike.
q uite to the satisfaction of all concerned.
When "County Fair," last summer, suc­
ceeded in making a Mountain out of a
Mole Hill-it really achieved somethlllg.
(If you missed that accomplishment and
want to know how it was done, drop me
a card and I' ll tip yo u off. )

"County Fair" is just sheer fun . It
belongs on t he Saturday afternoon air;
it iust fits there. In fact, if I were to be
highbrow I'd p ull a line about it being the
perfect and restful integer for the heb­
do mada l twilight. But I like to keep this
column clean. So a ll I' ll say about
"County Fair" is : Listen, bud, and grab
yourself a fast and easy co uple y aks.

Th e Clock
W.,dneada y, 8:30 p.m.

W ith a ll the aural paraphernalia of a
whodunil-enough ' eer ie sound to scare
the daylights out of your kids if they're
within earshot, le t enough close enough
to see things-this program does a good
job at the crimer corner.

Of course, there is violence, accom­
plished or about to be done to someone.
But it's well done. Often, The Clock will
move you to the edge of the chair. Usu­
ally, the dialogur- is just fast enough to
keep you from taking the criminal por­
tions 100 seriously, knowing as you do
that only make-believe mugs talk that
way, e ven if they're in fancy clothes ,

I seem to remember that a certain net­
work with the same set of NBC initials­
only that one dealt chiefly in radio-s-once
laid down a rule about no mystery shows
being fit for its air before 9:30 p.m. Well,
that was a long time ago, and many
capital ga ins have been piled u p since
Here this is, at eight-thirty. Like I said:
Just keep th e ki ds away-then you can
hang from your adult clifT, and have a
half-hour of surcease fr om everyday af­
fairs .

A POEM FOR THE KUKLAPOLITAN
PLAYERS

(On Kukla, Fran & Ollie
Monda y · Frida y, 7 p.m.) !";,;i t

by

PAUL DAVID CARSON, Age 7
(P.S. 186, New York )

(The conductor of "Seat at the Dial:'
and fa th er of the bard ab::lve¥named, de­
poses and avers that, except for the typ­
mg, credit or blame for the entire pro­
d uction herein belongs solely to the son.
who wi ll probably lead the family to total
disgrace by becoming a pu ppeteer.)

K ukla, Fran and Ollie,
They look so very jolly ;
W hen Ollie bites Kuk la 's nose ;
You sho uld see his funny pose.

Madame Oogtepuss is an opera smgcr.
But she doesn't sing very well;
Cecil Bill ta lks and says "tui-fui."
B ut what he says we can never tell .

There's also a rabbit named Fletcher;
And there's Mercedes-a cry-baby, I'll

betcber:
Beulah Witch flies her broomstick ;
'And Craeky's Colonel-title is just a trick.

Then of course there is the boss,
Burr Tilstrom is his name;
He runs all the puppets,
And deserves a lot of fame.

And also Jack Fascinate,
Who plays the piano so well:
F or every note he hits on the keys,
Sounds as clear as a be ll.

I wish I 100 were a friend of Fran.
L ike all the other members of the clan.

The End
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smoke ca me pouring into the living
room. We dashed outside only to find
tha t they had lit a camllfir-but under
the back porch. Midge and I ran umpteen
time5 between \be water pUII\P and what
was Id t 01 the porch and the fwnitUl'e
but 'mom' jUllt stood around and watched
- W i th a smirk on her face. " What's !IO

funny! Aan't you going to punish the
boy$, 'mom'?" She just stood there. shook
her head and said, "Well, now-with the
insurance I' ll get from this, I can final ly
buy that mink coat for myself that I've
always wanted." While we just looked a t
one another , 'mom' went upstair$ and
when she hadn' t re turned in abou L
twenty minutes , I w ent up. There she
was ... s itting in a pool o f tears. S he
just loo ked up a t m e and sa id , "My po lley
elapsed!" (PS. We didn't stay for d inner .)

She has another son- in -law, Seymour,
but he's worse off than I am ... hI!" lives
with he r. An ex-GJ.. he was in the EIO
for five years.. When he was discharged
he thought his fighting days were over
. . . alas poor Seymour-they're just
beginninl·

He said. one day• "I'd go to the end
of the world for you 'mom..'" And $he
replied, " B u t yes., would yo u Ny there!"
With a wry smile, he answered, "Yes, if
I could find an apartment."

But before I go any further I want to
go on record-I wouldn't trade my
mother-in-law for anything in the world
... who will make me an oBerT

When 1 think back-pre mother_in_law
days-life seems awfuUy dull 1 was born
in Hoboken, New J ersey, and can honen1y
say that I attended the same high $Choal
as Frank Sinatra and KaJ. Dolan. When
J got that long-sought -after diploma, my
family moved to California and took me
with them. I sean:hed all over for a col­
lege wh ere I could pursue a dramatic
course and attain an AD degree ... ISO

I went to Carnegie Tech in Pi ttsburgh.
While there J put on college plays and

pageants. Although 1 acted and directed,
I a lways leaned toward comedy. KDKA,
the Pittsburgh station, discovered me one
day and from then CSt I worked the rest
of my way through college by announcing
and doing my own kiddie progam--­
"Daddy Dingle and His Magical Jin&le
Machine" ••• you can imagine the ribbing
I took on the campus but it pQI the
freight and enabled me to get tha.t degree.

After graduat:ion. I came to New York
and Broadway and worked as an actor
for Sam. Harris--J even played with Paul
Muni and Edward G . Robinson, to me n-,
tion a few . Needless to say I had very
small par~ salary to match.. My
dn!:S!i'ing room was so high that I'd get a
nose bleed everytime I'd go to make
up . . . nobody to talk to but the pigeons.

One day I was feeling pretty discour­
aged and so approached Sam Fo~t, the
di re ctor. Bravely 1 said, "I lik e wo rking
for yo u but in the last two plays I was m,
all I had to do wliJi come in and say,

"

My mother-in-law
(Comirn,ed from pa"e 42)

'He re' s a telegram for George' .. . and
now look at my new part.. I come in from
the other side of the stage but again all
I say is, 'Here's a telegram. for George..' "
Mr. Forrest patiently replied, "Don't be
discouraged, Herb, you c:an never tell
what1! happen in show businea ... you
have talent ... someday you11 wake up­
boom! ¥0",1l be George!" (You know
somethin'-I'm still Herb. I don't know
what ha ppened to George.)

At this point I bed to make a great
decision and that was, whether to be a
Broadway actor or to eat regularly. I
tossed a coin and fortunately it came up
radio. I wrote a nd directed th e original
Mallwell House show which sta rred
La n ny Ross. I subsequently directed AI
J oIson , Bing Crosby an d F rank Sinatra
on other programs. Somehow in rad io,
I always managed to end up with the
top singers although I can't carry a tune
on a sh ovel

While in California, " Doer Bingle,"
whom I had known for sometime, thought
I ought to ta ke a whack at the movies.
So I want to wo r k at Paramount and
eventually produced " Doctor Rhythm"
with Bing and Bea Lille. 1llen I wrote,
with David Butler, "East Side of Heaven,"
which turned out to be one of Bing's
biggest hits. I also produced it for Uni­
versal,

After tiult I came east and ran into an
old friend of mine, Bob Simon, who was
with WQR. He asked me if rd like to get
in front of the glass for a change with a
new program ealled '"Twenty Questions."
I tried it in F ebruary of '45 and have been
wi th it ever since.

Up nntil thia time ("Twenty Ques­
tiona" COmg on the air) my mother- m ­
law w e a DOD-i!!nti ty as far as the public
waa concerned.

I've found tiul t most comedians like
Benny and Berle ta lk about their stin gi­
ness, baldness and "mamu" an d 50 havmg
bought my kids sodas once, having my
own hair an d not having a mother, but
in need of a gag, I tried one w ith my
mother-in-law. 111&t started the ball roll­
"",.

One n igh t, F10nence Rinard asked her
how old she _ h ut she- wouldn't an­
swer-she only claims she saw the guy
cradt the Liberty Bell.

My mother-in-law come:s to the broacl­
east occasionally. When sbe- does Fred
Vanderventer usually introduces her. At
the beginnmg she bowed just her head
. • . now she bows from the waist...

We spend the swnmers at "my country
hide-out" in West End, New Jersey,
which is just a stone's throw from Mon­
mouth Park. We take "mom" to the track
frequently as she's a great horse player
. . . she han d icaps by instinct an d
while the rest of the family usually lose,
she somehow manages to come up with
her share of winn ers. It's my private
opinion that she talks to horses and some­
how they understand her better than I

do. Sometimes she wanders out of our
sight. The other day we found her a t
the starting gate .. . they rang the bell
and the announcer said, "They're Offl"
•.• to our amazement, she ran a sterling
WnI.

Today she was curried and combed and
we kidded her into taking a picture for
RADw BDT ( which, incidentally, is the
first time she's ever been photographed
for publicity purposes).

When "morn" came down to be photo­
graphed sh e sa id, "How do you like this
dress!" " I like it fine," I answered She
came baa wi th, "I live in this dress."
Sez I, "It looks like yo u take in roomers,
too." She's a good sport though ... w ith
he r all these quips go in one ear and out
the other-there's no thing in be tween to
sto p them. THE END
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En ·or Television At Its Bestl
'1t6~ EYE STRAIN

'/t6~ GLARE...
NOW YOU CAN EN JOY
Clearer, sharper image and
pleasant CJlare-free reception!

A•a regular RAD IO BEST
rndu you know how

cnjo)"' blc it is 10 ...ad this
big-sixe p;C!urr maguine
. hock_full of features and
stories abo ut your (avorile
radio and television stars
and prog ....ms. Now 1I the,
ugular subscription price of
$3.00-yO<l gC I thi s valuabl e

No-Glare television /illn al»ohlldy f~ _ plus e"cry ;»Uc of
RADIO BEST fOf I fuJi )"Uf. Ju sc mail th e coupon On thi s p.1gt'
.. ·ith $3.00 """'! This lmaz.ing offer llI.1y be ..·;thdfl"'n I t I ny lime
",ifhout ""ci(e . So att no"'!

-IT'S FREE - - - - - - - - - ,• MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY!

But Act NOW!~ =~.B,~:'S~~~N",Yod<l'.N.Y. I
..... HoW! I 0 Pl.-.w ",'ft "'1 ouhKripliM ... RADIO BESTlor .... lw.f""" I

G I I llis G". ..... ...,d _ It DIKC """f Ttl...-i.iM f'I..._BQTH lot <hot COIdaoed
e -,. .f'" of~,..;I1 I U .oo. I .... iDdicaliAa: be...... Ibc oUc 01 -r~ >(rftOL I

U,... 'f:Sh' $).00• .;r. f il l "
<••~••_bil ' I."'''''' v SIZE SOtfi:N 07' 0 10· 0 11' 0 IS' 0 ".
'~.J.,.., ':':.-..~ I I....h' • 'RADIO N.·•••_~ ~==,-- _

'i-> '·.4~' ·w .a- .....
..... .." . Any s ll e I

TV Fill e r , n sereen!
t o Fil Your ....,......~·~_ ~W·' I8<'."1" .,../"." ' '''' y ...I." ", ' -;,i.' " ..J'.' It '~ J ., , ., ,. (You m.y ,.ke ad.....,.&" 01 !hi, 011".. fo. }uut I.iend. Ilftd
fiUff ,"'.',' _, .."" 0/',- "';S"bo" by ...ios • " PO" " . ...., for Iddi ,iofg j ...b>criP,i......:J
-~, , .,,...,.•,.",,1_1 _

Rr1ir
TELEVISiON
FILTER

Thous&nd, of lel~vi.;(>n UI owners who have purcha~ thiJ hmotl.l Tele.
vision Filter ...iIl cell whar a differe nce it mak C'$! W hy i. Ihis valuahle ftee 8ift
offer made ? To make thou sands of new la ns for RAD IO BEST maguine ­
and 10 gi ve Irlevuion set ()Wners nr w added pleasure in 5hat~r, dearer recep­
lion and absolulr (yc~~! Yah advlluage of thi s offer ..nn jf you don't as

,ei 0 " '" a tele vision $tl ­

...hal a ....,Icomc g;fl 10 I.

friend who hu one!

This Improved TV Filter Is Nationally Famous!
*NO GLARE . CLEARER IMAGE • EYE·EASE RECEPTION



Compare these t wo na tural color photographs of th e sa me girl. Everything a like,
except the eye s. It 's easy to see what 1\la ybellinc eye make-up means - plain
faces become pretty, and pretty face s beautiful.

A few simple brush-strokes of Maybelline Ma scara gives lash es that long,
curling, velvety-dark appearance. The dept h a nd color of eyes are su btly accented
by Maybetline Eye Shadow - a nd lovely. express ive eyebrows are easily form ed
with t he soft, sm ooth Ma ybelline Eyebrow Pencil.

Try t hese exquisite bea ut y aids an d see the wonderful transformation In

y.2.U.t charm and expre ssion . For the finest in eye make-up - th e favorite or
millions or smart women everywhere - insist on MAYBELLINE.

•

MAYBEI.LI NE
C R 1, A M MA S_
C A RA (applied wi l ~.
ou, wa te.) co""'. in

~':~~r( .1(XI;,:;ei~eH~
and 10<: . i... .) Vel ve t
l<l~<k. Sable a",wn .
l- hdnig h, !lIne.

~' AYII EI.UNg E:YE
SJl A D O IV • • m,,," II .
cre am y. in ohaoJ"" . at ....
B rowu.ll l ue·C ",y.G=n,
Viol<' andG",y.

DOES

•

11 -



This file including all text and images are from scans of a private
personal collection and have been scanned for archival and research
purposes . This file may be freely distributed. but not sold on ebay
or on any commercial sites . catalogs. booths or kiosks. either as reprints
or by electronic methods . This file may be downloaded without charge
from the Radio Researchers Group website at http://www.otrr.org/

Please help in the preservation of old time radio by supporting legitimate
organizations who strive to preserve and restore the programs and related
information .


