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I Am the A merican Radio 
L istener 

For me, genius has slaved. 
For me, Marconi dared, Edison worked on, great men and minds 
schemed and sweated that a sound might come to me in the loneli­
ness of the night. 

N ow to my living-room, come the voices of presidents, kings, 
statesmen, and holy men, such as no man gone before ever heard. 

To my ears, from the four corners of the earth , comes the news 
of the day as it happens-without prejudice or censorship-that 
I may know what's about me. 

To my farm corne prices from the world's market places that I 
may, each day, receive fair exchange for my labors in the field. 

To my home comes the music of the world's greatest masters ; 
the thoughts of the world's greatest men-without ,¥ompulsion or 
cost. 

At my finger tips is the world's finest entertainment, to take or 
leave as I wish-for many compete for my favor. 

No person decrees to what I shall listen; no government taxes 
me. In America radio is free. This is the American System of 
Broadcasting. 

I am perfectly willing to gamble with the advertiser who pays 
the bill because he is perfectly willing to gamble with me. I do not 
have to listen if he doesn't interest me. 

There is always someone else, somewhere on the dial, should he 
bore me; there is always adequate redress should he offend me. 

When emergency strikes, radio lifts me from the flood waters, 
brings me shelter and food, reunites my family, opens the purse 
strings of the nation to my plight. 

When the night sets in, radio fi lls up the long hours; th rough 
the day brings my children wholesome stimulation; my wife relax­
ation and enjoyment. 

I am the beginning and end of every radio consideration, for I 
am the American radio listener! 

I am pleased because I am well served. That is why I own 
30,000,000 radio sets-that I may listen to what I choose, when I 
choose. 

Are You Having Interference from Non-American 
Radio Stations? 

We have rece ived a number of complaints from listeners who 
reside in rura l areas , t hat their radio reception is being disturbed by 
interference from st ations apparently broadcasting from Cuba and 
Mexico. 

When they go t o dia l in t heir favorite American station, they 
fi nd a foreign sta t ion already broadcasting at that point on t heir 
dia l where the Ame rica n station is located. This is known as "inter­
ference." 

Have yo u expe rienced this with your set ? 
If you have, writ e Dr. Fix-It , care of RURAL RADIO. For fu r­

t her details t urn t o page 30 and learn how Dr. Fix-It will try t o he lp 
you get t he uninte rru pted radio service t o wh ich every America n 
listener is e nti tled. 
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E. M. KIRBY, Editor 
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RURAL RADIO for May 

Here Are the Winners 
" E " 

Contest 
FIRST WEEK 

We are busy farm folk. You might think us unin­
formed ... isolated .. . but we're not! Radio makes 
the whole world our neighbor-brings us "company" 
every day! Also, it is a teacher, counselor, forum. En­
tertainment, information, inspiration, enlightened under­
standing, broadened minds, enriched lives! That's what 
RADIO means to us! 

Mrs. H . H. Golay, R . R. 2, Hopkinsville, Ky. 

RADIO in ou r ,home a ssumes a MULTIPLE PERSO~-
ALITY. As- . 

Physician , it brings us health hints; 
Chef, it teaches modern cooking methods; 
Humori st, it inspires good cheer with its comedy; 
Mathematician , it adds happiness, subtracts gloom; 
Magician , it g ives us the STARS in our living room, 

with the world's fine st entertainment. 
W. H . Fl e tcher, Carrollton, Georg ia . 

Millions of dollars worth of entertainment-FREE! 
Educational features- making for better living-FREE! 
Up-to-the-minute news items throughout the day-

FREE! 
A finer appreciation of beautiful music-FREE! 

-truly, an endless round of pleasure is ours from 
dawn to daylight-every day-FREE-thanks 10 
RADIO! 

Mrs. Clara Sheldon, 135 Maple Avenue, Oak Terrace, 
Diamond Lak e, Mundelein, Illinois. 

SECOND WEEK 

Performing routine homemaking tasks, Radio is my 
ticket to th e World. It brings to each one of us nine, 
instruction , information,. entertainment; provokes indi­
vidual research on varied subjects; eliminates family 
bickerings; promotes the art of attentive listening. 

Our family vote the Radio the greatest paying invest­
ment we have eve .. made. 

Mrs. M . L. Higgins, Russellville Road, Hopkinsville , Ky. 

OU]' RADI O start s t he day off "right," 
Make t he last hour pleasant as the fi r st; 

I t answers BEST, our personal n eeds, 
For pleasure, m ental and spiritual thirst. 

It m eans market-service, speedy n ews, 
Endle s ways of saving labor; 

Makes me-a more un derstand ing countryman , 
And ALL MANKIND MY NEIGHBOR. 

J oe B. W etzel, Whitewrigh t, T exas. 

Radio gives us an up-front view in the arena of world 
events, a desk in the library of world knowledge and a 
box seat in the world's theater of finest entertainment­
right in the comfort of our living room at a cost of but 
a few cents daily. 

Frank G. Davis, P. O. Box 911, Springfield, Ohio . 

THIRD WEEK 

Webster didn' t speak of radio when he said a luxury 
was expensive. To me and my family radio is a prime 
necessity-a true "informer" of the world's happenings 
and an item without which we would be completely lost 
in our secluded section. 

George W. Branham, Stuart, Va. 

To our isolated farm fam ily, ou r ra~io is a blessing-. 
With it we sweep around the world and explore the 
realms of science , art, economics and religiori; commune 
with statesmen and politicians; have tired nerves sootht'd 
by lovely symphonies and spirits comforted with words 
of promise spoken in great churches. 

~ . Mrs. E . B. Marion, Pineville, S. C. 
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Our little home, sweet, home is very modest and our 
budget quite limited ... yet we are "Rich" because we 
have Radio! 

Radio with its appeal ... pulsating news and inter-
est ... its world of entertainment . . . wealth of good 
things ... its recreational . .. educational and even 
spiritual value for every member of my family! 

Mrs. Jack Monte, Route 3 , Box 75, Racine, Wis. 

FOURTH WEEK 

Radio's a Godsend to my family of seven, like a magnet 
it draws them to it daily. The time, temperature, world­
wide news coverage are indispensable. Outstanding 
talent from every field of activity helps to broaden our 
intelle ct, and become better, useful citizens . . creates 
a love for the finer ideals. 

Harvey R. Wood~an, in care Mr. A. C . Woodman , 
R. F. D . 2, Janesville, Wis. 

Ra dio is our "comin g way of going places" with Pl'lVl­

leges of making a ll stops; push a button ... we've got 
theatre tickets to preferred entertainment; our fireside 
chairs are orchestra seats to most informative and in­
spirational programs. RADIO is OUR RURAL HOME 
COLLEGE wh er e we now seek the WHOLE WORLD'S 
KNOWLEDGE. 
Mrs. El la Mai Norton, R. R. 4, Arlington Ave., Nashville, 

Tenn . 

To me the radio is the connecting link between a shut­
in ' s room and the world at its best. 

It means entertainment of superior quality, knowledge 
of world events, inspiration through story, sermon, and 
song. 

It provides keen interest, calm contentment, and good 
cheer for an otherwise lonely life. 

Miss Ardenne May, Berrien Springs, Mich. 



By WOO DY WOODS 

That was the night of Apr il 5th in 
Iowa. It was the worst sleet storm in 
more than twenty years. By morning 
of the 6th the wires that stretch 
across the rolling prairies of the mid­
dle west, burdened with tons of ice, 
harried by a forty-mile gale, could 
take no more. In numberless places 
they snapped under the load , often 
taking supporting poles and cross­
anns to the hard frozen g round with 
them. 

Disaster struck at WHO, 50,000 
watt Voice of the Middle West, at 
8 :] 5 a .m., when the power supply 
failed to the transmitter, nineteen 
miles east of Des Moines. Hardly 
was the break repaired when tele­
phone lines connecting studios in down 
town Des Moines witl'l the transmittel' 
wen t out of commission. ,VHO was 
off the air. . 

Engineers and announcers literally 
j umped into action. Remote control 
eq uipmen t and arm loads of phono­
g raph records were loaded into an 
automobile, and away they went over 
wind-swept, icy highways to the iso­
lated transmitter building where they 
set up an em ergency studio on the 
floor above the whirring generators; 
and next to the giant tubes in the 
powerful amplifiers that send "WHO's 
programs to listeners throughout t he 
com belt. 

Program service was r esumed a t 
10:53 a .m.; but not until 11:15 when 
another car load of eq uipment and 
transcribed programs had arrived, did 
WHO get back on regular schedule. 
In the mean t ime, the girl s on the tele-
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"The win', she blow like hur­
ricane- bimeby she blow some 
Inore-" 

Announcer Ernie Sanders waits for signa l 
from engineer Jim Gwynn in emerge.ncy 
studio in WHO's transmitter buildi·ng near 
Mitchellville, Iowa, when unprecedented 
sleet sto rm destroyed communication be .. 
tween studios in downtown Des Moines and 
SO,OOO .. watt t ransmitter. Improvised turn .. 
tab le for transcribed programs in fore .. 
gro und . 

• 
phone switchboard down town were 
neady frantic trying' to explain to 
innumerable li stener s why their fav­
orite programs were not on the air. 

It was almost time to join the Na­
tional Broadcasting Company's Red 
network, so Roy Pratt, supervisor of 
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plant operations, battled the high 
wind and perilous ice to string a 
temporary aerial for a high fidelity 
receiver on which network programs 
were picked up from WOW for re­
broadcast over WHO. 

H. R. Gross, news editor, and H erb 
Plambeck, farm editor, stuffed dis­
patches and market r eports in their 
pockets, and skittered over nineteen 
miles of gale-swept prairie to make 
their noon broadcasts from the emer­
gency studio. 

Everybody worked. There was no 
time out for lunch . Sandwiches and 
coffee were brought in from nearby 
Mitchellville; and announcers and 
nine transmitter engineer s, and t hree 
engineer s from the down-town studios, 
ate "on the job." Even as half-frozen 
linemen labored in the bitter cold out­
side to re-establish telephone service, 
so did WHO's technical and announc­
ing staffs labor und er difficulties un­
known to listeners to keep programs 
on the a ir. 

Even when lines were repaired and 
broadcasting was resumed from regu­
lar studios at 4 :30 in the afternoon, 
t her e was no r elaxing vigilance, fo r 
no one knew when and where another 
break might occur. 

Broadcasting, too, heeds the age-old 
admonition of show business, " The 
show must go on ." And go on it does, 
in spite of heartbreak and physical 
pain-in spite of mechanical difficul­
t ies and old man weather, so that you, 
the listener, may have entertainment, 
education, information and world 
news in the snug comfort of you/' 
home. 



ENTERTAINMENT 
BY CONVICTS ~ 

"And now by remote control Station 
WBAP will take you to the main unit 
of the Texas P rison System at Hunts­
ville, Texas, 194 miles from Fort 
Vvorth." 

Puffing hi s pipe furiously, Jack Pur­
vis, who once played trumpet in two 
of the nation's leading dance bands, 
waved a signal to his nervous or­
chestra at 10 :30 p.m., March 23. 

Dressed in "flour-sack" pants, L. C. 
"Chief" Keel, Oklahoma Indian who 
ran for U. S. senator on the com­
munist ticket in 1934, moved closer to 
the VIBAP microphone, grinned, and 
moistened hi s lips nervously. 

"Ace" Johnson , the "dancingest, 
harp-playingest" Negro behind prison 
bars, shuffled -his feet and took an 
uncertain step forward. 

And for the first time in' radio hi s­
tory a sel'ies of broadcasts, direct 
from a prison and prepared and pre­
sented by prisoners themselves, was 
on the air! The scene was in the 
library building. 

On the opening broadcast Texas 
Governor James V. Allred, speaking 
from the prison "studio," praised 
IV-BAP's efforts to "better acquaint 
the world with the excellent rehabili­
tation work underway under Prison 
System Manager Jack Ellingson." 
The WBAP Hired Hand offered his 
genial personality to the occasion and, 
as he did so, remembered that five 
condemned men, awaiting the electric 
chair, sat in the death house, across 
the prison yard listening to the pro­
O'l'am 
'" Vir'gil Terrell, condemned negro in 

By ELBERT HALING 

the death house, was sentenced to be 
electrocuted on the evening of the 
March 30th prison broadcast. He re­
quested the governor to stay his sen­
tence in order that he hear the broad­
cast. The governor complied and 
Terrell died April 1. 

Several weeks previous to the initial 
WBAP-"Behind the Walls" broadcast 
WBAP DirectoT George Cranston, 
Announcer Nelson Olmsted and your 
timid reporter, became ordinary 
prison inmates to secure human inter­
est material and audition talent. 

Among the entertainers discovered 
were a larO'e NeO'ro male choir re" 
cruited fro~l theh' various tasl;s in 

A. M. W oodford . G eo. Cranston. and 
Ne lso n Olm sted of WBAP at the 

co ntro ls beh ind the ba rs 
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t he Huntsvill e unit and from the sys­
tem's 11 farms; a harmonica wizard 
who specializes in novelty ditties; a 
st!'ing band of seven pieces, "The 
Rhythmic StrinO'sters'" a laro'e prison 
orchestra directed by' Purvis, who's 
serving five years for robbery; a 
crackerjack continuity writer, J. W. 
Rowell, serving two, twenty year 
t erm s for kidnapping and robbery; 
a quartet of colored gals from the 
Goree Farm for women, and several 
others. 

Death row at Huntsville once pro­
duced a Broadway hit, "The Last 
Mile." San Quentin prison gave 
American literature Joyce Tasker and 
others. Francois Villon was a Paris 
ja ilbird. Already, the continuity and 
general radio production as prepared 
by Huntsville inmates is proving a 
surprise to listeners of this remark­
abl e radio series. 

Hundreds of letter s are being re­
ceived f r om fan s by the prison and 
' V-BAP. Some even come from Hunts­
vill e "alumni." Many li steners request 
that certain spotlighted pri son per­
fOl'mers play certain numbers for "my 
girl friend so and so." Many express 
sUl'pri se at the trades and occupa­
tions, of the new start in life that the 
Texas Prison System is attempting to 
instill in .those unfortunate enough to 
stray from the beaten path .of law and 
order . And station officials proudly 
admit that several national publica­
tions are already naming "Thirty 
Minutes Behind the Walls" as one of 
"lD38's most outstanding radio pro­
g'l'anlS !" 
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DID N' T BEL I EVE 
EZRA COULD FARM ! 

• 
By EDYTHE DIXON 

When Uncle Ezra settl ed down to 
fanning, the neighbors for mil es and 
miles around laughed and laughed. 
What does a radi o star know about 
farming? Speculations a s to how soon 
t he venture would flop compri sed m ost 
of the conversation on the farm s 
around Hebron, Illinois, in the vicinity 
of Pat "Ezra" BaJTett's firs t farm . 
But when the beloved "sage of Rose­
dale" made hi s 90-acre stock farm 
pay to the extent that he could buy 
another 200-acre farm with the divi­
dends, their laughtei' turned to cheers. 

All of which m eans that NBC's own 
Uncle Ezra recently purchased hi s 
second big country place, a thrivin g 

; 
I 

dairy f arm located just a stone's 
t hrow from the good earth he bought 
in northern Illinois a couple of years 
ago. 

Dairy Farm with 60 Head 

Stocked wi th 60 head of fine Hol­
st ein cattle, Pat's new place already 
is operating successfully a s a dairy. 
Three miles away, his first farm, orig­
inally purchased a s a SOI~t of stop­
pin g-off place between radio broad­
cast, is opel·ating a s a cattle breeding 
farm, with 19 head of purebred 
Guernsey cows on hand and a budget 
set a side for twice that number to be 
bought in the near f uture. 

WLS ·s Uncle Ezra IS 

now a real di rt 
fa rmer ! 



Like any farm e r, Uncle Ezra has problems! 
Hi s face shows it! 

"I hope to have one of t he finest 
breeding farms possi ble," Pat sa ys. 
"The fe llow who first said that busi­
ness and pleasure don't mi x shou ld 
have tried hi . hand at farm ing . They 
do mix, particularly w hen livestock 
happens to represent both." 

Incidentally, Pat also ow ns three 
pureblooded Percherons, two Guel'n sey 
heifers for which he r ecently paid 
seven h un dred dollars, and, if present 
plans materialize, will soon add a 
drove of purebred Hampsh ire pigs to 
the livestock farm which star ted a s 
a hobby and ended as an investment . 

One of the biggest thl'ill s U ncle 
Ezra has experienced for a long t ime 
was a request from t he Am erican 
Guernsey Cattle Club of Petel'bor o, 
New Hampshire, that he enter tain at 
their Na tional Conven t ion in Chi ca go 
on May 11. Un'cle Ezra is a m ember 
of the club, having join ed recently, 
after Miles Laboratories, Inc., the 
sponsors of hi s radio pr ograms, had 
presented him with a fine Guernsey 
yea rling bull calf, Argyle Star of H e­
bron, as an addition to hi s h erd. 

H ow He Became "Uncle Ezra" 

People are always wondering how 
Pat Barrett happened to create t he 
character of Uncle Ezra, and why he 
has played so consistentl y for a n um­
ber of yea rs. U ncle Ezra reall y had 
his beginning in a small town similar 
to Rosedale- many year s ago. But 
let Pat tell you about it h im self. 

"As a youngster in m y home town 
of Holden, Missouri, I acqui red t he 
habit of sitting on the steps of the 
post office listening to t he old men who 
gathered every afternoon to discuss 
anything that struck the ir fanc ies, 
and to recount tales of past adven­
ture. 

"The other kid s and some of t he 
older fo lks couldn't understa'nd why 
I preferred sitting with t he old men 
when I could be out play ing baseball 
with the other fellows. Oh, I didn't 
give up everything else just to listen 
to them, but if I thought that any­
t hing was going to happen t hat I 
would be interested in, I made sure 
that I was there to heal' them tell 
about it. 

"I discovered that there was much 
to be learned from these old men and 
I often sat fascinated all afternoon 
listening to them. They seldom paid 
any attention to me, outside of an 
occasional reference to the 'kid ,' and 
I was able to watch them closely with-

out their knowing it. Theil' manner­

isms and t heir speech and the ideas 

t hey had were very interesting and 

someti mes am usi ng. 

Old Enough to Work 

" After a while I decided that I was 

gettin g old enough to make my own 

living and so 1 left H olden to become 

an a ctor . 

"The theater was n't any easier 

those days than it is now, and 1 was 

having pretty rough going when a 

r eal opportunity cam e my way. A 

producer was holdin o' t ryouts for a 

new show and 1 was among the hope­

ful group of actors who wanted jobs. 

I read the part of an old man and was 

told that the read ing was sati sfactor y, 

but that i t needed poli shing. So I 

went home with the script. 

"Up until t hi s time, I hadn' t 

thought anything about playin g' old 

men on t he s tage, but now it seemed 

a very good idea. 1 had lots of first ­

hand knowledge of th e way old men 
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act and talk fr om my days spent on 

t he post office steps with the patri­

archs of H olden . 

Youngster Becomes Old Man 

"After playing thi s fir st part of an 

old man, 1 was offered jobs in other 

shows p layi ng similar character s. 

Gradually 1 fo und that 1 liked to work 

in t hese roles and was not acting a 

new chal:acter ea ch t ime, but was cr e­

ating a composite old man , mixed 

from t he friends in H olden and the 

sta ge chara cter s, together 'with the 

old man I wo uld like to be when it 

cam e m y t urn . 

" 1 liked the idea of t1!is new person 

and I soon was chri stened Uncle 

Ezra and was working around t he 

coun try in vaudeville. Then, when 

rad io came alon g, we- that is, Uncle 

Ezra and I- becam e a part . of the 

H"LS NCLtional Barn Dance. In the 

beginning, as a character actor, I 

played other parts , but the old fellow, 

Ezra, is my favorite. " 



THE STORY ,OF A SONe 
"The Brown's Ferry Blues" As Written and Sung by 

THE DELMORE BROTHERS 
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By TO M STEWART 

These words, sung in lively, re 0-

nant voices, have literally been heard 
round the wodd. They are, as most 
readers will know, part of the fam­
ous B1'oum's Fen·y Blues, written and . 
sung by the Delmore Brothers, Alton 
and Rabon, stars of the WSM G]'and 
Ole Opl'Y. 

The millions who listen to this fa­
milial' program every Saturday night, 
as well as many thousands mOl'e who 
have bought phonograph recOl'ds, 
continue to ask for this song, sung 
by these two Alabama boys. And the 
records made by the Delmore Brothers 
have a wide popularity in England 
and on the European continent, as 
well as in the Western Hemi sphere, 
demonstrating that a good song is a 
good song, wherever it is sung, 

The history of the B1'own's F e1'J'y 
Blues might well be said to be the 
history of the Delr:;ore Brothers, It 
was written by Alton, the older of the 
two boys, before either of t hem had 
achieved fame . From the momenl he 
put it on paper, and he and Rabon 
started singing it about the country, 
the bl'others began to gain in popu­
larity. As they gained in populal'ity, 
so did the song. 

Born on Farm 

Alton and Rabon were born on an 
Alabama farm, and lived thel'e during 
the early part of their lives , In fact, 
most of the rest of the Delmore fam­
ily is still engaged in fal'ming, Alton , 
as he grew older, felt the Ul'ge to go 
out into the wodd on hi s own, and 
obtained a job in a printing shop in 
Decatur, Alabama, If it had not been 
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" Hard luck papa, standin' in the 
rain, 

I f the world was corn, he 
couldn't buy a grain. 

Lawd, Lawd, got them Brown's 
Ferry Blues." 

for the depression, there might not 
have been any such song as the 
Brown's Fen·y Blues, and Alton and 
Rabon might never have formed their 
entertaining partnership. 

It was in 1930 that the printing 
shop in Decatur closed its doors, and 
Alton's job was gone. The only thing 
left for him to do was go home, to his 
father and mother. Home was the 
farm a nd cotton gin operated by his 
father five miles from Athens, on the 
Brown's Ferry Road. 

The Brown's Ferry Road is twelve 
mil es long, reaching from Athens to 
t he T ennessee River, where it ends. 
There used to be a ferry on the river 
whi ch was very famous in its day, and 
that is how the road got its name­
from the old ferry which is no longer 
in use, General Andrew Jackson 
crossed the river at this point when 
he was on his way to New Orleans to 
fight the British. It was from this 
road that the now famous song took 
its name, 

Had Two Guitars 
Alton had with him, when he re­

turned home, two guitars, a tenor and 
a standard model, and it was only 
natural that he and Rabon, who was 
then thirteen years old, should play 
and ing in the evening when the 
day's chores were done. Rabon 
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learned to play the tenor guitar in a 
remarkably short time, and before 
long the two of them were playing 
and singing at neighborhood parties. 

Gradually, the boys began to go 
farther afield in their entertainment 
activities. From the neighborhood 
gatherings they went to barn dances 
and old-time fiddlers' contests, at 
which half the countryside would be 
in attendance. The boys found that of 
all t he songs they sang, the light, 
comedy songs were most popular. Im­
mediately Alton decided that he must 
write an original song of this type 
that he and Rabon could sing. 

He sat down and wrote the Brown's 
Ferry Blues, using the road for the 
title, and thinking all the time that 
it was so ob cure and unknown that 
it would never attract any attention, 
Of course, in writ ing the music, he 
kept in mind the Delmores' own par­
ticular style of playing. He wrote 
the words just as they came to him, 

Afterwards, when Alton and Rabon 
appeared at an old-time fiddlers' con­
test, and entered competition, they 
would almost always win first prize 
with this appealing song. They 
formed a minstrel show, and played 
about t he country, Everywhere they 
went, the Brown's Fen'y Blues was 
the song everyone asked to heal'. In 
1931, when the Delmore Brother s 
came to VV SM for an audition, they 
sang their own songs and got the job. 

The rest of the story is known to 
every radio li stener. Alton and Rabon 
Delmore are sta r s of the Grand Ole 
Opry, and many millions are thrilled 
whenever they heal' the familial' tune, 
and the words .. , "L(~wd, L(~wd, got 
them B )'own's Fel')'y Blues"! 



You Can Do Anything 

You Want Badly Enough 
To Do It 

The Story of a Missouri Farm Girl Who Now 

Makes $52,000 a Year 

Mary( /y1argaret McBride 
By DOLLY SULLIVA N 

Mary Margaret McBride, with an 
annual salary of $52,000, is one of 
those rare young women who has en­
joyed success in two separate careers. 
Tops in the newspaper game and the 
di stinguished author of innumerable 
magazine articles and eight books, a 
few years ago she turned from writ­
ing and entered radio under the as­
sumed and unknown name of Martha 
Deane-and went straight to the top 
in radio. Since last October she has 
been heard over WHAS, Mondays 
through Fridays at 11 :00 A.M. under 
the sponsorship of General Foods. 
Daily Miss McBride tells radio lis­
teners how to make good and unusual 
di shes with Minut2 Tapioca and how 
to ease the laundry day with La 
France and Satina. 

Her Secret 
The magic of her dual success is 

her firm belief that you can do any­
thing in the world if you want badly 
enough to do it. If, in her writings 
and her broadca$s she ever preaches, 
that is the theme of her sermons. 

She started out by wanting to be 
a writer. Even a s a tiny child, bare­
ly old enough to mark bold, crooked 
letters on scraps of wrapping paper, 
she was determined to be a writer. 

At the age of five, she decided it 
was time to begin. She wrote a poem 
called "The Ocean." Having spent 
her five years on a Missouri farm, 
the child knew nothing of the ocean. 
But anyhow, the poem had something. 
Her father sent it to a farm journal, 
and almost by return mail came a let­
ter of acceptance and a check for 
three dollars. 

But, there's a sad twist to this first 
success story. The five-year-old sud­
denly became famous in the little 
farm community, and friends' and 
relatives streamed to the McBride 
farmhouse to get first-hand details 
of the infant poetess and her poem. 

With each buggy-load of admirers, 
little Mary Margaret was trotted out, 
check in hand. A shy child, she suf­
fered tortures. Finally, one day, in 
the agony of her embarrassment, she 
turned suddenly, flung the check into 
the fire and fled from the room. This 
small tragedy, however, did not shake 
her ambition to become a writer. 

As a high school student she became 
convinced that two things were neces­
sary if you were to be an author; 
you had to go to college, and you had 
to live in New York. College, of 
course, was the first goal. 

Eldest of Large Fa mily 
The eldest of a large family, living 

on a Missouri farm where crops often 
failed and the mortgage sometimes 
pressed, Mary Margaret knew if col­
lege was to be managed she had to 
manage it herself. And she did. Ar­
r iving at Columbia, Mo., with high 
ambition and little cash, she entered 
the State Uniyersity's School of J our­
nalism, and set about looking for a 
job, which she found on the small 
town paper. Mary Margaret was to 
r eceive ten dollars a week, if and 
when the editor could pay her. She 
was' to be reporter, copy reader, proof 
reader, society editor, feature writer, 
and if possible, boost circulation and 
advertising. She did all of these 
things. She did t hem so well that two 
weeks after her graduation the little 
paper folded and died. 

Her next goal was New York, but 
because Cleveland, Ohio was closer to 
the big town than Missouri, and be­
cause the Cleveland Press offered a 
job Mary Margaret found herself in 
Ohio. However, that was but for a 
short time. New York offered a job 
at less money, which she accepted 
without hesitation. 

A few months later the new job fell 
through-and she was alone and un­
employed. But she was in New York , 
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living in Greenwich Village. Her sec­
ond big goal on her road to becoming 
a writer had been reached . 

She chuckles now when she talks 
about hard years-times of unemploy­
ment and furnished room s and cub 
reporting. Her dream of seeing her 
name in book-review column s came 
t rue when she wrote "Jazz," the story 
of Paul ·Whiteman. This was followed 
by "Charm," then a biography of 
Dwight Morrow and a series of travel 
books that includes, "Paris I s a Wo­
man 's Town," "London I s a Man's 
Town ," "New York Is Everybody's 
Town," and one on Germany called 
"Beer and Skittles." Then , just last 
year, her latest book "Here's Martha 
Deane, presented by Mary Margaret 
McBride." In addition there were in­
num erable articles that were pub­
li shed in the leading magazines. 

Two in One 
'When she first went into radio, she 

was loathe to drop her newspaper 
work. For nearly two yeal's she car­
r ied on the prodigious task of hand­
ling a daily broadcast and retaining 
her job a s Woman's Page Editor for a 
national newspaper syndicate. 

But when she finally had to choose 
between 'writing and broadcasting, 
she chose the latter. She says, "I 
g uess it's the friendliness of broad­
casting that makes it grow on you and 
become so important a part of your 
life. A writer seldom has the privi­
lege of feeling acquainted with those 
who read her articles. But my lis­
teners seem like neighbors to me. 
Many of them I've learned to know 
through letters, some of them I've had 
the happiness to meet . I never think 
of a bl'oadcast a s 'my' program, but 
'ours.' People often ask me if I won't, 
someday, drop radio and go back to 
writing. I don't believe I could ever 
be happy without my microphone 
vis its with my listeners." 



RURAL RADIO for May 

300,000 C H ILDREN ATTEND THEIR SCHOOL 

Louis T. Rigdon, director of The At lanta Journal 's School of the Air, is shown seated at his desk 
at WSB. Standing, le ft to ri ght, are El sie Galkin Smerling, accompanist, and Edythe Mille r, director 
of the voice department. Th e School of the Air i, one of the outstanding effo rts of its kind in Am eri ca. 

3 Teachers 
To head an educational pl:oject 

which has enlisted the interest of 
300,000 high school and grammar 
school boys and girls in Georgia is 
indeed a aCJ'ed trust. From what 
was an "idea" seven years ago, The 
Atlanta J oUl'llal School of the Air 
conducted over Th e J OtLTnal' s radio 
station , VISB, has become the "South's 
largest educational institution ," a c­
cording to Dr. M. D. Collins, State 
Superintendent of Georgia's public 
schools. 

The School of the Ail' is an altru­
istic enterprise on the pal't of Th e 
Atlanta JouTnal. Intended to stress 
two important but less emphasized 
fields of education- music and spoken 

with 300,0'00 Pupils 
By LOU IS T. RIGDON , Found e r-Director 

Engli sh- it has no entrance fees, no 
ubscriptions, and no other expenses 

connected with entrance 01' participa­
tion. Its 300,000 s tudents are enrolled 
in 400 grammar and high schools in 
90 pel' cent of Georgia's counties. 
Those who take part on the radio 
program represent the winners in 
hundreds of preliminary tests made at 
t heir own schools. 

H owever, the project is not a con­
test. Rather it is the development of 
a cl'eative and self-rewarding interest 
in fin e arts among the students in 
Georgia 's public school s. Its purpose 
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is to quicken and foster an interest in 
cel'tain cu ltural values for their own 
sake; to give music and spoken Eng­
li sh something of the popular appeal 
to which their educational importance 
entitles them; and to discover, 
through a wholesome incentive, the 
students whose native capacity in 
t hese subjects merits cultivating. 

For School of the Air purposes, the 
s tate is divided into eight radio di s­
tricts, and through the assistance of 
Stations WTOC at Savannah, WMAZ 
a t Macon, and WRDW at Augusta, 
which aid WSB in airing the audi­
tions, the semi-finalists are chosen. 
From this group the twenty state win­
ners are selected, .ten from the gram-



Atlanta Journal School of the Air 
mar school s and ten from the high 
school s. 

These twenty state finalists in 
music and spoken English who ad­
vance from the preliminary try-outs 
at their own school s to the intensive 
competitions in the eight radio dis­
tricts, and at last to the all-deci s ive 
auditions over 'WSB, are awarded 
-educational tours to Washington and 
New York as guests of Th e J o1t?·nal. 
In addition, the ten high school state 
winners receive scholarships to lead­
ing Georgia colleges and universiti es. 

In Washington , after an extensive 
sightseeing tour of the city, the g t·oup 
i s greeted by Dr. J. W. Studebaker, 
Uni.ted States Commissioner of Edu­
cation , the Hon. James A. Farley, 
Postmaster-General, Judge E. O. 
Sykes, of the Federal Communications 
Commission, and many other notables 
including Georgia's senators and rep­
resentatives. 

Their three days in New York in­
clude a boat trip around Manhattan 
I sland, a visit to all the points of 
educational interest, and a special 
broadcast over NBC originating in 
Radio City, where they are received 
by Major Lenox R . Lohr, president of 
the National Broadcasting Company. 

A special demonstration in television 
is al so arranged for the s tudents. 

But it is not the fortunate twenty 
alone who reap the benefits of The 
Atlanta Journal's School of the Ail'. 
Each and everyone of the 300,000 
who annually make the adventure and 
undergo the discipline are richer in 
their own life fOl' having done so. 
Col. Lambdin Kay, general manager 
of WSB, whose whole-hearted co-op­
eration has meant so much to the 
success of the project, has stated : 
" The rewards to the winners are but 
incidental to the larger and far more 
fruitful purpose of turning t he minds 
of boys and girls toward a wondrous­
ly rich but too orten neglected fi eld 
for self-expression and social useful­
ness ." 

At a recent meeting of t he Georgia 
Education Association, resolutions 
were adopted to express that body's 
appreciation for The Jo unwl's efforts 
in di scovering t he talents of Georgia's 
young citizens, in stimulating interest 
in college attendance, and in generally 
furthering the cause of education. 

Edythe Miller, ';Geol'gia's Nightin­
gale," is a ssociate director of the 
School of the Air. Miss Miller re­
ceived her title by an official commis-

THE SCHOOL OF THE AIR GOES 

ON THE AIR 

Contestants from Heard County High 
School at Franklin , Ga., compete for ·the 
free trip to Wa shington and New York and 
the scholarships to leadi "g Georgia colleges. 
Louis T. Rigdon, founde r-di recto r of The At­
lanta Journal School of the Air, is seen 
with Edythe Miller, associate director, Elsie 
Galkin Sm erling, accompanist, is at the 
piano . 

s ion from His E xcellency, Governor 
E. D. Rivers. H er broadcasts from 
Radio City in New York over the 
NBC network have given t he project 
nation-wide recognition. El sie Galkin 
SmerJing, Russian pianist, is her ac­
compani st. 

Major Lenox R. Lohr, President of t--JBC, receives Atlanta Journal School of the Air winners o n 
t~ei r visit to Radio City. Climax o f the trip is the School of the Air broadcast over the NBC Blue 
Network. 
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The Dixie Dew Drop: Uncle Dave Macon, guitar, pipe and all, 
with son Dor ris as they appear each Saturday on the WSM 
Gra nd Ole Opry. Well up in his sixties, Uncle Dave wo rks his 
own farm near Readyville, Te nnessee, and is in perfect health. 
He is known in every state in the Union. 

Sixteen months ago, C a roline and Mary Jane DeZurik were e ntertain­
ing at loca l farm co mmun ity gatherings around their home near Royal­
ton, Minnesota. Their unique double yodeli ng and their sweet rendi­
tion of old-time and nove lty so ng s att racted the attention of WLS 
ad·ists who played the local county fair. Result: They are now the 
famous DeZurik Sisters featured on th e NBC Alka-Selher Barn Dance 
as well as other WLS programs. 

WLS's fam ed news co mmentator 
who brings you news from the four 
corners of the globe: Paul Sul­
livan. 

Would yo u believe it? This is a 
picture of Lum and Abner! 
Snapped as they ap pear out of 
cha racte r. You can hear Lum 
a nd Abner over the Columbia 
network, Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday. 



As th e Republican National C ommittee 
Chai rman broadcasts over WHO: John 
D. M. Hamilton, interviewed by WHO 
program director Harold Fa ir. 

RURAL 

Peaches from Georgia: Bernice Johnson, a real 
peach in WSB' s unique " Dogwood and Peach 
Blossoms" hea rd each Sunday afternoon. 

WOAI inaugurates tennis season in San 
Antonio: Ellsworth Vines and Fred Perry, 
of world tennis fame, interviewed by 
WOAl's sports commentator, Pat Fla­
herty. 

R A D I 0 ROUNDUP 

Skeets Morris arod his band heard from WHAS Monday through 
Saturday. Left to right : "Mo nk " Crume, George Burger, Skeets 
Morris, Freddy Furrow and Bud Duma s. 

When the Early Birds of WFAA, Dallas, performed their 2,500th 
consecutive sustaini ng broadcast on Peacock Terrace of the Baker 
Hotel, Dallas, big doin's were "in the air." Left to right in the pic­
ture are Ligon Smith, Edward C ramer, Eddie Dunn, Karl Lambertz, 
W 'ilbur A,d, J;mmie Jefferies, C e cil Hale and Georg .e Eagen. 



Record ho ld er Mrs. W . L. Tomki ns of Dallas, who heard the first WFAA 
broadcast in March , 1930, was on ha nd with a b ig smil e to watch the 2,500th 
secutive rforma nc e of the sa me program . 

Genial master of ceremon ies, Lew Valentine 
Monday thro ugh Saturdays at 6:30 rain or shine. 
smile makes the day worthwhile." 

WOAl's popular Dial A Smile , 
Lew says: "An early morning 

RURAL RADIO 
ROUNDUP 

Sleepy Tim e Down South. Wh e n Fred Waring and his 
Pennsylvanians shuffl ed off for Atlanta, Marc us Ba rtlett of 
WSB was on hand with a microphone to catch their yawns. 

Fran Allison sings blues songs, does "Aunt Fa nn y" imi­
tations a nd wisecracks her way through two popular NBC· 
Blue network shows: Club Matinee and The Breakfa,t 
Club. Fra n ha ils from La Porte , Iowa. 



-.J 
As she looks to the WHAS micro­
phone: Miss Terry Hayes, popular 
co ntra lt o of the Lo uisv ill e station. 

H ere's the O ' Neil Family, pictured as they loo k when th ey 
broadcast th eir f as cina ting stori es over the Columbia ne twork . 

A great guy and a busy o ne: W alte r Blaufuss, 
NBC Conductor of t he Breakfast Club program 
a nd of the Farm a nd Hom e Hour, too. 

Now WHO co uld thi s be? None 
other than Till ie Boggs, Sunset Cor­
ners sp inster f rom WHO, Des Moin es. 



Flowers 
toPlantinMay 

There is a legend that every year 
the Sisters of a Convent in Mexico 
tried to out-do one another in making 
artificial flowers, for the winner 
would automatically become the 
Abess. The mathematical precision 
with which one Sister had created her 
flowers had given her the position of 
honor in the Convent for several 
years. 

There was a yofmger Sister at the 
Convent, however, who was a real 
artist. She created beautiful flowers 
of varying shapes and colors-softer 

in design than those of the Abess and 
more like those of the natural ones 
but her entries in the competition had 
not been recognized. Finally she de­
cided that she, too, would make 
flowers of a definite formal design, 
but instead of using only one coclor on 
each she skillfully tinted the petals 
with different shades. 

The great day of the competition 
came. There stood her- flowers and 
those of the Abess. The others had 
all been eliminated. The Archbishop 
could not decide which was the better, 
so left the decision.. to The Lady of 
the Altar. Both entries were placed 
at the foot of the altar and prayers 
were offered asking that She choose 
the winner. When they rose from 
their knees the Madonna pointed to 
the softly blended fl owers made by the 
younger sister. To everyone's sur­
prise the artificial flowers turned to 
real ones and from then on Dahlias 
grew around the Convent and were 
distributed to the rest of the world. 

MAY IS TIME TO PLANT 

SUMMER FLOWERS 

Though this is a legend, Dahlias 
are native to Mexico and tropical 
America and from there have traveled 
far. In our gardens the flowers never 
cease to call forth expressions of ad­
miration when they bloom in time to 
introduce the glorious fall colors. 
Working with flowers one has to an­
ticipate their beauty and May is the 
time to begin dreaming of the Dahlia 
and other summer flowers as the 
Gladiolus, the Marigold, the Zinnia, 
and many more. Strange to say, 
little is gained by trying to get the 
Dahlia to bloom early, for in the heat 
of mid-summer the plants often be­
come stunted and the flowers are not 
of the best form. The finest flowers 
are p?'oduced dU1'ing the cool days of 
autumn. 

For uest results, the soil should be dug deepl" 
and not too rich. Full sun and a fair amoun"t 
of moisture is desirable. Dahlias need plenty 
of room, being large plants, 9 to 4 ft . should 
be allowed between them . Set roots so that 
the "eyes" will be 4. to 6 in. below the sur­
face. Place roqts in a horizontal position. 
Drive a stake into the ground alongside of the 
root for the plants will need to be tied to it 
as they grow. Do not plant roots too early.­
late May is t'ime enough. If the largest 
fiowe'rs are wanted, allow only one or two 
shoots to develop and disbud to one flower on 
each stem. After frost has blackened the 
foliage, dig clumps, allow them to dry in the 
open for a jew ho'urs and then store -in a cool. 
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There Is a Legend AbfJut the Dahlia 
frost-free place o'uer the winter. The follow­
ing spring div ide the clump into single tubers 
In£t be sure each has an "eye" OT " bud." 

The Gladiolus is one of our most 
popular, easily grown summer flowers. 
It can be had in bloom for several 
months. Planted in May they bloom 
in July, and by making successional 
plantings at two week intervals, up 
until July first, flowers can be had 
until frost. Our modern Gladiolus 
are hybrids of species introduced 
from the Cape of Good H ope in the 
eighteenth century. Their wonderful 
colorings are always admired in the 
garden and highly valued for cutting. 

Plant bulbs 4 to 6 in. deep . Rich, toell­
drained soil is essential; water 'well during dry 
weather. Late in the fall , after a killing frost, 
dig the bulbs and let dry for Q, few hours. 
Store in a cool, frost-free place over the winter. 

Both the Dahlia and Gladiolus are 
usually grown from tubers and bulbs 
but may also be grown from seed. 
Dahlias, grown from early sown seed, 
will flower the first year; Gladiolus 
usually flower the second year. It is 
from seeds that new varieties are 
grown and any gardener by planting 
seeds may reap a pleasant surprise. 
The well known Picardy Gladiolus 
came from a cross between a large 
flowering variety and a profusely 
blooming small-flowered Primulinus. 
The Primulinus may be recognized as 

a small-flowered Gladiolus the blooms 
of which are gracefully placed on 
long, slender stems a nd are high val­
ued in arrangements. They are be­
coming quite popular although the 
large flowered varieties are still the 
favorites. 

POPULAR FLOWERS SOWN 

OUTSIDE IN MAY 

Seeds of many of our most popular 
flowers may be sown outside in May. 
The Zinnia is almost vying with the 
Dahlia in color and size and the M ari­
gold, which with some of its newer 
forms, is giving the Chrysanthemum 
a merry chase. Both the Zinnia and 
Mwrigold are natives of hot dry Cen­
tral America so they can endure and 
flower through the heat of summer 
allowing the gardener to use them for 
color earlier in the season than the 
Dahlia. Where the season is short the 
Marigold can be started indoors so as 
to have it blooming in the garden in 
July. 

It was only a few years ago that 
the first sweet smelling double Nas­
turtium was found in Mexico, but al­
ready it has out-placed the older type. 
Fortunately it blooms early when 
grown in light, sandy, unfertile soil 
where the sun can warm it with its 
rays. Seeds sown in May will soon 

By DAVID BURPEE 

One of America's Foremost Seedsmen 

push their two little round leaves 
through the soil. In magnificence of 
flower the shy Nasturtium can hardly 
be mentioned with the Dahlia, but the 
colors are as pleasing as any if not 
more so, especially those of the 
salmon-ceri se novelty, Delightful. 

HOW MARY'S GOLD 
BECAME MARIGOLD 

The Calendula has yet to bow to the 
Nasttwtium as its superior in color 
but it will come into bloom earlier, 
and the seedsmen have worked and 
are still working with it to vary its 
color and form. Its golden color 
prompted the English and Scotch 
peasants to call it "Marygold" and to­
day it is still sometimes referred to 
as "Scotch Marigold." Several attrac­
tive varieties have been introduced 
but few are as attractive as Fantasy, 
an exception in Calendulas, because 
its long, outer deep orange petals are 
not all in place, neither are they ar­
ranged in mathematical precision. The 
inner petals are short and twist and 
curl over each other in irregular fash­
ion. All are delicately tipped with 
dark mahogany-red. The large center 
is an attractive mahogany-bronze. 
Tip Top also gives variety with its 
golden almost straw-like petals, which 
get more intense in color, almost 
apricot, toward the tip and are finally 
touched with deep orange. 

There are many other flowers, the 
seed of which should be sown in May. 
The imagination may wander on and 
on but to make them a reality later 
in the season there is no better time 
than now to start sowing the seed. 
There are the Alyssum, B1'achycome, 
Candy tuft, P01·tulaca and other dwarf 
growing flowers for edgings, borders 
or rock gardens; Calliopsis, Cocks­
comb, Cosmos, Mignonette, Scabiosa 
and Zinnia for beds' and cutting, and 
a host of others including the ever­
lastings whose flowers not only 
brighten the garden in the summer 
but which when dried can be used for 
winter decoration. 

May is also a good time to sow 
seeds of hardy perennial flower s. 
Many will produce plants that will 
bloom the same year; all will become 
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established during the summer . and 
fall so as to better withstand the 
winter. Be sure to start some per­
ennial seed this spring. Every garden 
should have some of these lovely flow­
ers many of which were favorites in 
the garden of long ago and still are 
just as' popular today. How can you 
do without Columbine, Cantm'bury 
B ells, Carnations, Delphiniums, Hoi· 
lyhocks, Sweet William and others 
just as lovely? It is easy to have 
plenty of flowers around your home; 
you should not be without them. 



RURAL RADIO for May 

THE TRICK 
OF TUNINe-IN 

Are you hearing eve rything from your radio set that you CAN hea r? 
Do you know how to tune in EXACTLY with the transmitting statio n yo u want? 
Accurate tuning takes practic ally no skill at all , but the re is a little trick that expert 

engineers use to tune in. Would you like to know the trick so that you can hear more 
from your radio set? Here 's the trick , as revealed by o ne of radio 's best en g ineering 
minds. 

By H. L. BLA HERMAN , Chief Eng ineer, KFI , Los Angeles 

Undoubtedly you know the approx­
imate setting on the dial of the Sta­
tion you want to tune in. So the first 
step is to set the pointer exactly on 
the number corresponding to the fre­
quency of the station you wish to re­
ceive. Now if the dials on the average 
receiver were divided accurately and 
the divi s ions were large enough to 
permit an accurate setting, this 
would be all that 'would be necessary. 
Unfortunately there are very few 
dials on the market today that are 
divided accurately enough for proper 
tuning. So this first setting should be 
in the nature of a rough or trial set­
ting. The second step (and this is the 
t?'ick m entioned abov e) is in reality, 
a check on the accuracy of the first 
setting. Rock the dial just a fraction 
of an inch slowly to one side of the 

Rock the d ial just a fract ion of an inch . 

preliminary adjustment and listen 
carefully for a peculiar high-pitched 
scratch which will . be rather clearly 
defined. Then rock the dial in the op­
posite direction until a similar S"cratch 
is heard on the other side of the pre­
liminary adjustment. These two 
points will constitute the boundary 
within which a point of maximum 
loudness will be heard, and this point 
will -be exactly half-way between. 
This "center point" is where the re­
ceiver is tuned exactly to the trans­
mitter of the radio station being 
heard. It is the most accurate method 
of tuning a radio receiver that has no 
visual indicator. Although this pro­
cedure may sound a little cumbersome 
in actual practice, it takes onlv a few 
seconds and if done habitually will 
eliminate most of the troubles enumer­
ated below. 

In the process of tuning in any par­
ticular station, except on the most 
modern sets, regardless of how we do 
it, the volume or loudness of the pro-

gram signal varies as we rotate the 
dial from nothing at all up to a maxi­
mum and then down again to zero. 
Thus the problem of cont?'olling' the 
loudness of the signal is confused 
with the problem of proper tuning. It 
is this confusion that has caused most 
of the grief in the tuning department. 

Use Two Hands! 
The average listener very logically 

concludes that as long as he can per­
form both opemtions with one knob 
why use two? For some unknown and 
obscure reason this idea seems to be 
more prevalent among the female of 
the species. She seems a lmo t instinc­
tively to want to control the volume 
by de-tuning. Without going into the 
technical reasons for the results of 
this practice, we can say without 
qualification that they are all bad. 
The background noise, both static and 
manmade, will almost invariably be 
louder, the quality will tend to be thin 
and tinny, the bass notes will drop 
out and a form of distortion will take 
place within the receiver which is not 
present when the set is tuned proper­
ly. The listener may not notice these 
things immediately, in fact may never 
be definitely aware of these defects. 
Unconsciously, however, over a period 
of time, less and less pleasure seems 
to be derived from musical programs 
so that it seems to be an effort to 
"listen to the radio" rather than a re­
laxation, If this is happening to you, 
better check up on your method of 
tuning and be sure you are doing it 
accu?·ately. After the set is tuned, 
t hen be sure and regulate the loud­
ness or volume with the separate con­
trol provided for that purpose. 

This idea seems to be mo re prevalent 
among the female of t he species. 

[17] 

Tone Control 
The ultimate goal of every radio 

engineer is to transport all the vari­
ous kinds of programs from one point 
to an indefinite number of other points 
without adding or clet?'acting in any 
way j?-om the o?·iginal. Needless to 
say, we are a long way from that 
goal yet but each year finds us a 
little bit closer. One of the most im­
portant items in this respect is the 
transmission and reception of the full 
tonal range to which the human ear is 
responsive. This means sound vibra­
tions of from 16 to 16,000 vibrations 
per second. With some of the better 
receivers the listener can actually 
hear all the frequencies between 50 
and 5000 cycles per second which is 
considered very good quality by most 
people. 

When the tone control is used on 
the average receiver it cuts off most 
of the frequencies or vibrations above 
1000 or 2000 cycles so that all that 
is left is the range between 50 and 
1000 cycles. This has the effect of 
softening or muffling the music and in 
some cases cutting out the high­
pitched scratches or background 
noises that are sometimes present on 
weak stations. 

He?'e we have the pa?'aclox of the 
enginee?' cleS1Je?'ately t?-ying to trans­
mit the full tonal ?'ange, and the cus­
tome?' calmly ?'ejecting a most impoT­
tant pa?·t of that ?·ange. 

In looking for a logical explanation 
for this inconsistency we run into 
some very interesting points. The 
most important one is this: recently 
it has been found that a balance must 
be maintained between t he high and 
low frequencies in order to please the 
human ear. It seems that most of us 
are so constituted as to require a cer­
tain number of bass tones to balance 
up the high notes. So if we extend the 
range upwards we must also extend it 
proportionately downwards. At the 
time the tone control was first placed 
on receiving sets the majority of re­
ceivers then in use were woefully de­
.ficient in bass. To reproduce the bass 
notes the engineers cut off enough 
highs to create the so-called pleasing 
balance .... It was a poor compro­
mise, but in most cases better than 
listening to the high-pitched sound 
that was characteristic of radio at 
that time, as many of you early radio 
listeners will recall. 

Tone controls on the later sets have 
been somewhat improved but still per­
form essentially the same function; 
they tend to compensate for some de­
fect in the receiver. AS radio im­
proves technically so that these de­
f ects are no longer present in our re­
ceivers the tone control will proba­
bl y become obsolete . . .. As used to­
day there is some question as to 
whether the average user is better off 
with or without it. At least we must 
admit that there has been some justi­
fication for it in the past. 

In conclusion, tune accurately-ad­
just volume with your volume control 
and don't use your tone control un­
less you must. 
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FAMILY COSSIP 
By PEGGY STEWA RT 

THUMB-NAIL SKETCH 

Ganw?' Eckler of the act, 
"Pop Eckler and H is Yo'Ung­
tinS," on the C7'OSS Roads Follies 
of WSB, was bont in Dry 
R'iclge, [{y., Octobe?' 11, 1905. 
He'ight, 5 ft., 9 in. ; w eight, 160 
lbs.; eyes, brown; hab', black; 
um7ta?Tied. P?'evious to ?'ad-io 
caree?' was a ?'ail?'oad fiyeman; 
been in ?'adio ten yem's, having 
gotten stm!t w hen he auditioned 
in Covington, [{y., at WC[(Y. 
H obby is spinning ?·ope. 

Mr. and M rs. L o nnie Hinson , B oyce, Ky.; 
Miss J an e Parrott , F loral , Ky . : 
You wi ll be glad to know that you can 

hear Cu rl y Fox a nd T exas Rub y broadcast­
ing from Station WAPI (1140 on your dial) 
in Birmingham, Ala . You can hear t h em 
e ve ry morning ex cept Sunday from 6 :45 to 
7 :15. 

- -0--

Miss Rose Davidson, Powell, Ohio : 
Such a lot of information we have for 

y ou about the Preston T"io of WFAA! As 
you know, mos t of th e s ongs t he y s ing are 
co wboy s on gs a nd N egro s pirituals , a nd 
t hat 's beca use t he boys a re inte res ted in all 
things appl y in g t o th e W es t , and Texas 
particularl y . All o f th e m are from Texas : 
L e w Pres ton , th e lea de r and write r of Jots 
o f th e s ongs, was born in Waco 24 years 
ago; Elmer Cren s ha w cam e from Bynum, 
where he was born in 1911, and Jake 
Wright ca ll s Denton , T ex a s , h om e . J a ke is 
2 7 and unmarried and t he othe r tw o are 
married. Th e y all li ve in Da lJ as no w , but 
lov e to go to a W es t Tex as ranch whe never 
they can get away . Wh e n broadcas ting, the 
boy s wear ten - g a ll on hat s . fan cy c owboy 
s hirts and blac k ties . They' re real T exan s 
yo u ca n see. 

- - 0--. 
Mrs . R . H. Abercromb ie, S h reveport, La.: 

I am s orry , but George Eagan of the 
WFAA Earl y Birds is not on e o f your 
Shreveport Eagan s . He wa s born in Mober­
ly. Mo. 

- - 0--

Miss Lorraine Dies, Dallas, T exas: 
I hope th is w ill c lear up th e m yste ry o f 

t h e Earl y Birds for y ou : Edd ie Dunn play s 
bo th th e part of t h e Prof. a nd o f Bones. 

- - 0 --

Mrs. May B ell Willis , TyTy, Ga.: 
D alton Norma n, "The Bo y from Georg ia ." 

ca n no w be h eard o ve r WHO in De s Moines . 
Iowa . Y o u ca n g e t h im at 10 00 o n you r 
dia l. 

- - 0 --

M iss Mary Osborne, Crab Orchard. Ky . : 
The age s of the Ky . M o untaineers of 

WHAS are as f o ll o w s: Coo n hunte r i s 2 4 
years old; Rufu s i s al s o 2 4; Johny F ord i s 
21, and Randall Atch er i s the baby of the 
troupe, being &nly 19. Thank y ou for the 
self-addressed, s tamp ed e nve lope. I will 
send the an s w ers to your other Que s ti ons. 

Mrs . A rlie Kincade, Crays v ille, Ohio : 
According to t he in formation we ha ve , 

t here is no relationship between Gordon 
Size m ore of WHAS and A sh er Sizemore who 
went to KDKA in Pittsburgh f r om WSM. 

- - 0--

Miss A deline A munds on, H o lme n, Wis.: 
I am writing answers to your other q ues­

t io ns in a letter, but h ere is t h e life history 
of Yodel ing Jerry Smith . t h e WHO Su n set 
Corner s star. H e started workin g as a 
pr in ter's devil and was an advertis in g sales ­
man when hi s f rie nd s m ade him tryout for 
t h e radio. H e got a job the first t ime he 
t ried and has been sin g ing ever since. First 
J erry was on KMA, then KFNF, both in 
Sh e na ndoah , I owa; later moved to WN AX. 
Ya n kton, S. D ak. , and has been w it h WHO 
nearly a year n ow. H e writes lots of t h e 
songs h e plays and s in gs, a nd always dresses 
in cowboy c lothes whe n performing. H e is 
unmarried and seem s to ha ve a preference 
for s mall brunette g irls. He has a fin e per. 
s onality, is good-vature d, fun-loving an d in­
terest in g to talk to. 

- - 0 - -

M rs . J . T . B is hop, Sanders , Ky.: 
The thumb-nail s ketch o n t h is page sh ould 

answer your question about Pop Eckler. I 
w ill mail the o th er a nswers to yo u s hor tly. 

- - 0 - -

Mr. Dick K nudsen, North Musk egon, M ich. : 
Yours was quite a n or der, a nd will wr ite 

fu ll details to you w it h in a few days. Here 
is what yo u wan ted to k now about George 
Gobel of KMOX in St. Lou is. Hi s nam e is 
just th at- George Gob'e1. H e was born in 
Ch icago , nl.. May 20, 1919, a nd is 5 ft., 
2 in. in he igh t. w e igh s 135 pounds. has blue 
e yes and li g ht hair. Hi s h obby is spo rt s and 
he has tried about all of t h em, s ince they 
all inte re s t him. H e made h is radio debut 
as a boy sopran o at WLS in Chicago in 
1932. and h as s ince s un g at WENR and 
WMAQ in Chi cago. a nd at WDOD. Cha tta­
nooga . He is s ingle and m ak e s hi s h om e in 
St. Lou is . 

About Ke nt Josef who wa s an a nn oun ce r 
a t WKZO in Kalamazoo. Mi ch . : H e left 
th er e and was on t h e s taff of WIBM of 
J ac ks on, Mi chigan, until a s hort t im e ago. 
Acc ordi ng to ou r in form ation h e is no longe r 
in th e radio bu s iness . 

TH UMB-NAIL SKETC H 

Jack Shook, leader of the WSM 
ac t "Jack S hook and His Missouri 
Mou ntaineers ," was born Septe mber 
II, 1910, in D ecatur, Ill . H e is 5 
ft. 8 in . tall , w e ighs 165 lb s., has 
brown hair (a b i t thin on top) , blue 
eyes and brunette c omplex ion . H e is 
nlarried and h as no c hildre n . Has 
bee n in radio s ince h e was fifteen 
years old, and h as appeare d on many 
stations including KMOX, WHO , and 
with Kate Smith on the Columbia 
network. W.-ite s m an y hillbilly 
songs which are s ung on the Grand 
Old Opry. Hobby is fishing . H as a 
very pleasant p ersonality, is good ­
natured and straightforward. 

[1 8] 

DeaT Friends: Well, you've 
certainly kept me bt~sy doing 
detective wO?'k this '?nonth! I 
hope that these answeTS tell you 
w hat you want to know, and 
that you'll continue to w?·ite. 
Most of you hc~ve been veTY good 
about send:ing stamped, se lf-ad­
d?'cssed envel01JeS fO?' YOU?' ?'e-
1Jlies, and I c~ppTeciate this ve?'y 
much. It m eans that I can o,n­
swc'r 1JWrsonaily a lot of the 
questions that we don't have 
?'oO?n to pTint . I f yOt~ have any 
suggestions as to how I can bet­
te?' answer yOU?' quest-ions in 
this co lumn, please send them 
along. 

." 

Mrs. Edna Moore, Cement, Ok la.: 
The orig inal team of Honey Boy and 

Sassafras was broken up by t he sudden 
death of Honey Boy (George Field) soon 
after t hey left Dallas, a nd s o far as we 
know there has been no othe r act by that 
name since that time. 

----0- -

Miss M attie Mae Hunter, Cordele, Ga.: 
No won der you have not been ab le to hear 

Roy S haffer who was on WWL at Qne time! 
He is not broadcast in g from any station at 
present. He is living at Is trou ma , La. 

- - 0--

Mrs . Crace Gray, Sanders, Ky. : 
I belie ve we have answered y our ques­

t io n ab'out the Ky. Mountaineers . H ere are 
t h e fa c t s about t h e Golden W es t Cowboys 
as they ga ve the m to m e : P e e W ee King, 
t he lead er, i s 24 , has brown hair and blue 
e y es, is m arr ied, has on e child . Abn er Sim­
m on s is 24 . has brown hair and eyes, is 
marr ied , and ha s on e daughter. Curly 
Rhodes. known also as Cicero, was born in 
19 12. has brown hair and e y es, is single and, 
he says , " happy. " J a ck Skaggs was born 
in 1910. has brown hair and brown eyes, is 
unmarri ed. Milton E s t is, the mas ter of 
cere monies, is 24 , marrie d, and the father 
o f a baby boy, has brown hair and brown 
e yes. T exas Daisy i s 2 3 and s ingle, and is 
very pre tty, hav in g long black curls a nd 
brown eyes. 

--0 - -

Mrs . J. N . Booker, Long Island , Va.: 
Sa ri e a nd Salli e of WSM are really sis­

ters and the ir names are : Sarie (Mrs . Edna 
Earle W ilso n ), and Sal!j e (Mrs . Margar et 
Wate r s ) . 

- - 0--

Mrs . Ann Donnelly, Highland, Ill.: 
About Bill H a le y of KFRU. Columbia. Mo. 

- H e is t a le nt director of that s tation and 
a nnouncer of Hill-Billy ac t s , alon g w it h be­
in g in t h e program, "K e ntu c ky Kroon ers ." 
H e w as born October 2 0, 19 09. in B erea, 
K y .. w e ig h s 190 pou n d s . h e ig ht. ' 5 f t . . 8 in. , 
a nd has brown h a ir and eyes . H e is mar­
ried t o Haz el Haley and th e y ha ve no chil ­
eh·e n. She i s the "Tex as Blu e Bonne t" of 
KFRU, He has appeared on the legitimate 
s tage with the Duncan Sisters, and has 
broadcas t over WLS , WSKY, KWK. KMOX, 
and WH AS . I am se n dI n g you the oth er 
informat ion shortly. 
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ALONe THE 
WAY 

WITH 

Lambdin Kay 

WHAT IS SUPER-POWER? 

This relatively mel'l'Y month of June is liable to be 
shockingly important to all real rural readers of RURAL 
RADIO. 

They're holding a hearing on so-ca~led high 
super power, in Washington. on the slxtee~th. 
eral Communications CommISSIOn called It. 
regulates l'adio for Uncle Sam. 

power, or 
The Fed­
The FCC 

Right now, 50,000 watts is the. limit for any station. Of 
course, WLW is using ten tImes that much-half-a­
million watts-and has incalculably helped the cause of 
good broadcasting thereby. But that's allowed .only ex­
perimentally. And there's some talk of subtractm g some 
of those very healthy watts. 

Aftel' hearino' from all sides, the FCC is going to decide 
whether to cha~ge the rule limiting power to 50,000 watts. 
They have their choice of fr~ez!ng it here, .setting a hig~er 
limit, making the sky the lnmt or, conceIvably, reducmg 
the present maximum. 

What they decide will settle what kind of radio recep­
tion you rural listeners are going to have-if any. 

Broadcasting is something over sixteen years old: Uncle 
Sam has been reo'ulating it for eleven years. HIS Com­
missioners have had a tough assignment. Trying to de­
liver decent radio reception to a continental audience as 
big numerically and geographically as ours is ~o cinch. 
Especially since radio is so infernally plagued WIth tech­
nological, economic and social imponderables. 

So far Uncle Sam's radio arbiters have done wonders. 
I'd say, ~lmost a miracle. From a hopeless.start in 1~27, 
their supervision has guided, or accompamed, AmerIcan 
broadcasting's rise to first place in the world in 1938. An 
undisputed and overwhelmingly dominant first place, at 
that. 

I said it was a hopeless start. I mean desperately, for­
lornly, maddeningly" irremedially hopeless .. At least, that's 
how I felt about it m 1927. And I was domg some heavy 
thinking about it then. Because I was being Hconsidered" 
for the first Radio Commission. 

That's inside stuff-never before published- and I trust 
this periodical will not advance subscription rates because 
of the exclusiveness of the news. Anyhow, Mr. Herbert 
Hoover, then Boss of Radio as U. S. Secretary of Com­
merce: wanted me on the first Radio Commission. H e 
asked President Calvin Coolidge to put me on it. So did a 
good many other people. In fact, it looked unanimous. 

But President Coolidge had the last and only word that 
counted. And he said-HNo." 

Which t urned out to be profoundly and providentially 
wise. Because Judge Eugene Octave Sykes, The Gentle­
man from Mississippi, was appointed as Commissioner 
from the South. He is the only original Commissioner 
still functioning. And his wisdom and poise a nd probity 
and di scernment and strength have been an irreplaceable 
foundation-stone in building present-day radio. 

But what I was getting at is this. Things were in a 
fearful mess wh en he and the original Commission were 

appointed. Regulation had broken down. No station 
had its own wave-length. Outlaws a nd adventurers were 
squatting on every channel. 

Rural radio listeners could hear nothing but a cater­
wauling bedlam. Millions of Americans-meaning every­
body outside the immediate vicini ty of a station-were 
disfranchised of radio rights. 

And all through that period when I was being "con­
s idered" for the first Radio Commission I walked around 
in dread for fear that somebody would ask-"If you're 
appointed, what are you going to do about it?" And 
a ll that I could have truthfully answered was-HI don't 
know." There wasn't any answer. 

Well, the Commission finally found the answer. They 
reached it by re-establishing a certain number of one-way 
thoroughfares on which only one station could travel at 
the same time. Those stations were granted higher power 
than other stations assigned to joint use of the other 
available aerial highways. 

You see, t he number of paths which American radio 
can use is distressingly and unalterably small. They're 
not enough to accommodate everybody who wQuld like to 
broadcast. Lower power stations jointly using most of 
the pathways serve city and nearby-li stener s-and well. 
By turning the few remaining paths into high power 
operations, listeners distant from the city are served. In 

• other words, high power stations are high powered in 
oTdej ' to j'each and se7've you ?'tt7'al lis teneTS. 
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That's been the story of radio from the beginning-a 
fight to preserve enough clear channels to insure rural 
li steners at least a fraction of the radio reception city 
people enjoy. 

And the only way that reception has been improved 
and expanded has been by the use of increasingly higher 
power on these clear channels. 

Early in 1922, 100 watts was high power. In that day 
many stations were using only five and ten watts. A 
little later, 500 watts was super-power. And in 1924, 
when 5,000 watts was proposed, certain elements shrieked 
with alarm. Such frightful power would saturate the 
air, drive out smaller stations, explode radio t ubes, turn 
broadcasting into a monopoly, etc. 

Of course, nothing like that happened. The use of 5,000 
watts merely improved general reception a trifle. But 
when the engineers developed a way to use 50,000 watts 
along about 1930, the same hysterical protests broke 
loose. And it was years before Uncle Sam's radio um­
pires let all clear-channel stations u se it. 

Similar wild-eyed denunciation of 500,000 watts is 
echoing throughout the land right now. The FCC is 
viewing the idea with a properly chilly and cautious eye. 
Certain members of Congress who think they're protest­
ing t he rights of the Common Pee-peel are beating their 
breasts about it. 

And, of course, t here's the same old group of selfish 
interests who would like to see the few tracks of good 
rural radio reception split up into a lot of little by-paths. 

It's more profitable to operate a little statton in a big 
community than a big station serving a scattered audi­
ence. 

You can't imagine how many arguments they've thought 
up against the idea of using 500,000 watts. And all of 
them will be voiced at the FCC hearing on May 16. 

The FCC is going to have to decide whether 500,000 
watts is sup er-power or not. I say it isn't. Ther e's no 
such thing as super-power. It's simply more power than 
people are used to thinking about. 

And I predict that t he FCC will do the rig'ht thing. It 
a lways has. 



SPRINC WHITTLIN'S 
By PAT BUTTRAM 

One of the smallest packages I know 
of is a feller entirely wrapped up in 
hisself. -0-

Grapefruit ain't the only little 
squirt that gits in the public eye. 

- 0-

Th' smartest feller I kno uv is th' 
one that knows th' exact, pre-cise 
moment 'when to say nuthin'. 

-0-

Times is gittin' better down my 
way .. . a rabbit run across our 
farm th' other dayan' thel" wuzn't 
but two m en after it. 

-0-

I see wher' they're a-tl'yin ' to find 
sum way to preserve th' wild flowers 
uv this country .. . . About the only 
way I leno uv doin' it is to Cl'OSS them 
with pizen ivy. 

- 0-

I wish these spring poets would git 
it right. All uv 'em say, "Th' burd 
is on th' wing" ... when any fool 
knows the wing is on th' bure!. 

-0-

Sum wimmin don't need a vackum 
cleaner ... they kin pick up more 
dirt with th' telephone. 

-0-

Two advantages uv these new eelec­
trik l'aisers is ... your wife can't 
sharpen pencils with 'em . .. an' 
ther' ain't no strop fer Paw to use on 
the younguns. 

- 0-
YOUl'l1 til two politicians shake 

hands and mean it. 
• PAT. 

Technical Service 
Question-F?'om T eddy Ost?'owski, 

Route 1, Santct Rosa, T exas: "I have 
an aerial 60 feet long, one wire, and 
would like to know if I have two 
wires two feet apart could I get bet­
ter r eception? Would an aerial 250 
feet long be more satisfactory?" 

Answe?'-Although some slight im­
provement might be realized by using 
two wires in the 60 feet aerial instead 
of the one wire, we do not believe that 
the slight increase in signal strength 
would be worth the trouble of mak­
ing the change. About the ae?'ial 250 
feet long: An aerial of this length 
can be very satisfactory but you will 
find it is somewhat "directional." In 
other words it should be pointed in 
the direction to be received. The lead­
in wire on an aerial of this length 
should be connected at one end and 
not in the middle. 

RURAL RADI O for May 

You Wanted a Limerick 
Contest ... So Here We Begin 

So many of you have requested us 
to have a limerick contest, we decided 
to start one in thi s very issue! 

The contest works two ways: Prizes 
will be given to those who submit the 
best "last lines" of the limerick, and 
a separate prize will be given to. the 
person who sends in the best limerick 
of the month. 

Your limericks and your "last 
lines" must be in the hands of our 
Limerick Editor not later than May 
15. Address your letters to: 

LIMERICK EDITOR 
RURAL RADIO 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 

Just to get things started, we've 
asked our Limerick Editor to write 
the first one. Here it is: 

An up-to-date farmer named Jerry 
To a radio milked in his dairy. 
Bossy "fell" for the thing, 
Till it started to "swing" 

.................. . ... . . ............ .. ...........• 

( ... now you supply this last 
line ... ) 

For the best last lines reaching us 
not later than May 15, RURAL 
RADIO will award the following 
prizes: 

First Prize "" ,$3.00 
Second Prize 2.00 
Third Prize " 1. 00 

Also , there will be five additional 
prizes each of one full year's sub­
scription to RURAL RADIO! 

Now if you wish to submit a lim­
erick and yours is judged best of all 
those received, it will not only be 
published in the June issue, but you 
will receive a cash award of $3.00. 

So here we go, limerick fans! And 
don't forget-address a ll your entries 
to: Limerick Editor, RURAL RADIO 
Nashville, Tennessee. ' 

Another from Texas 

Question-F?'om A. J. Richards, 
Route 3, box 75, Cente?', T exas: "I 
have a s ix-tube Wincha?'ge? '-battel'y 
set. When I first got it I could get 
WLW, WSM, WHO and other sta­
tions distant from me during the day­
time. Now, despite new tubes, my set 
has difficulty in bringing in these sta ­
tions, especially between 5 and 6 P.M. 
Why?" 

AnsweJ·-Mr. Richm'ds, we believe 
you recall just a f ew times when you 
have heard "long distant" stations in 
full during the daytime. This does 
not happen often. As a matter of fact 
your reception at night-especially on 
a cold night, is much better. That is 
because such tempel'ature and wea ­
ther permit radio waves to travel 
further without intel'l'uption general ­
lypresent in daytime. The best thing 
for your daytime programs, Mr. Rich­
ards, is to find a dependable Texas 
station, like WF AA, WBAP or 
"VaAl, for your market reports and 
news. At nights you can "fish 
around" if you so desire. 

[20] 

THE SWEETEST HOUR 
By CARMEN MALONE 

I like the smell of mornings when 
The grass i s heavy with the dew 

I like its promise of the things 
That constant patient toil can do, 

I like the high noon when the sun 
Shines down upon the greening 

lands 
And praise the One who gave to me 

The chance to use my two strong 
hands; . 

I like the dawn, I like mid-day, 
But best of all the hours I know 

I s that in which the five of us ' 
Are listening to the radio. 

When dusk has fallen, daily tasks 
Have passed away with setting sun, 

We sit around and sew and read­
The children get their home-work 

done-
While music floats about the rO,om 

And soothes our weary bodies, 
minds, 

While friendly voices come to us 
And serve us as a tie that binds 

Our family in happiness . 
The sweetest hour that I know 

Is that when we together sit 
And li sten to our radio. 

Cettin' Ready for Bob Burns? 

Wh i1e passing through Van Buren County, 
Arkansas, m y mother happened upon the 
scene s hown in t his picture. 

The o ld ma n said: "W e 'u ns are waiting 
for a celebrity, from th e movin' 'pitchers' 
and the radio. And I'm f attening this pig 
for a big dinner wfien he gets here." 

H e wouldn't giv e hi s name. When asked 
just answered , "We 'uns a lready got one 
celebrity in ollr family and that's too much. 
I ain't givin' no names or ottig raph s to no 
furren ers" (he meant foreigners). 

The fattening process was to tie the 
porke r on to a stick and hold him up in the 
tree so he co uld eat acorns or apples from 
the tree. . 

Perhaps Bob Burn s may recognize thi s 
picture. Put it in RURAL RADIO and send 
a complimentary copy to Mr. Burns . 

Yours trul y, 
Mrs. Arthur Choate, Pecan Island, La. 

P . S.: Thi s picture really was taken in 
Van Buren County, Arkansas , by Mrs. Le­
nora Vaughan , who was v isiting relatives in 
the Ozarks. 



By Marjorie Arnold 

'1 " May 1 Suggest" that you're really missing 

EYE-PLEAS ING AS WELL AS EAR-PLEASIN G ! 

Well-known for their unusual vocalizing, WHO's Three Little Girls Who Love to Sing 
prove -that they can make effective costume harmony as well. This trio presents a truly de­
lightful picture in their sma rt sp rin g outfits. 

Left to right: Kay Neal's coa t is of beige paddock fleece, made reefer style with pro­
nounced box shoulders. Her bonnet hat with off-the-face veil is of the new spring shade 
"Parisand" with matching shoes and hose. The hand-sewn fabric gloves are beige. Ada 
Beth Peaker is wearing a tailored suit of rough weave navy blue wool with bonnet hat to 
match. Navy blue gabardine shoes, rose satin blouse and blue kid gloves complete her en­
semble. Catherine Wenaas chooses a brown straw off-the-fa ce ~at with flowing veil; brown 
sport iacket of wool flannel with self belt; brown and beige cross checked skirt; brown kid 
gloves; Parisand bag; and turquoise blue chiffon scarf . 

"'It takes all kinds of people to make a 
world' .... but one 'W01n.an can make a 
home! She's expected to be a 'jack of aU 
trades' and a master of all. She's required 
to be mother. wife. housekeeper, nurse, ad­
visor, critic. guide. She must look after the 
spiritual as well as the physical welfare of her 
family. Her daily schedu le is twenty-four 
hours in length: a nd yet she is expected to 

learn what all the other home-makers of the 
world are doing in their twenty-four hours to 
promote the progress of well-being and good 
living. It is our task to mix together the 
ingredients of activity, to boil them down 
briskly, to strain out the res idue, and to 
serve the finished dish to a ll t h .. home-makers 
w ithin the radius of our lengthening arms." 

a fine tl'eat if you haven't been tuning in on 
Helen Watts Schreiber's program for home­
maker s. Starting on WHO as a half-hour 
show, "May I Suggest" proved so popular that 
it 'was extended to a full hour from 9-10 A.M .• 
every Saturday. 

Mrs. Schreiber is national1 y known as a 
home economics expert. so when she passes 
a long household hints. suggestions for prepar­
ing a nd serving food, or tested recipes, you 
know you're getting the best. 

A bri ef sketch of her li fe shows us t hat Mrs. 
Schre iber was born in Iowa, is a homemaker 
a nd mother, and has a long record as a home 
economist. She has conducted cook ing schools 
throughout the country. written rnany articles 
on home economics. and directed extension re­
sea rc h, S he was director of the Kroger food 
foundation for several years. Under the name 
of "Pruden ce Penny," Mrs . Schreiber was home 
economi cs columnist for the New York Ameri-
can. • 

A lso featured on "May I Suggest" are the 
popular W H O quartet. The Songfellows and 
Harold Morgan's dance orchestra, ' 

Don 't forget the t ime: Saturday morning 
from 9-10. 

• 

Add a teaspoonful of g?'ated horse 
?'adish to cooked buttered beets to 
g ive them a delectable flavor . 

To wash spinach quickly and thor­
oughly, dip it from one to the next of 
three pans of lukewarm water. 

Use corn meal to clean your felt 
hat. Lay the hat on a paper, spread 
on corn meal, brush it off briskly 
'with a s tiff brush. 

Put oranges in the oven for a mo­
ment to loosen the white inner skin . 
They'll peel much more easily. 

Apply sweet oil to a b/'uise to keep 
it from turning black and blue. 

First bathe your ha nds in wa/'m 
water and alcohol before sewing on 
delicate fabrics and dainty colors to 
prevent perspiration soil. 

Soak vegetables in cold, salted 
wate l' to rid them of insects . 

• A simple, easy-to-make dessert, as 
delightful as i ts name! 

MAGIC STRAWBERRY FLUFF 

By Mrs. Winifred S. Bell. (Heard over 
WSB. Mon., Wed., Fri ., 10:15 a.m.) 

Pick and wash one pint basket of straw­
berries. Drain thoroughly, crush and mash 
through a sieve in to a large bowl. To each 
cup of the crushed strawberries, add one cup 
of sugar and one u nbeaten egg white. Beat 
w ith a Dover egg beater or with an electric 
beater for ten or fifteen minutes. Serve in 
sherbet cups, topped with wh ipped c ream. 
This rec ip e serves eight. 



Lambdin Kay 's article , " I Like Hill Billy 
M usic," brings us a famous old recipe: 

Mrs. Arthur Choate of Pecan Is land, La., 
rea d Mr. Kay's artic le la st month, then 
sat down and wrote us: 
"I certa inl y agree w ith him about hill ­

b ill y mu s ic. I know a lot of fo lk s t hat li s­
ten to it r egularly but say they d on' t l ike i t . 
1)uSt 'R t'3.lse pride . They remind m e of 
some kind of people dow n our way. P er­
haps you ne ver heard of this, but down h ere 
in Lou is iana the Creole people have a break­
fast food made of corn m eal, call ed Koos h­
Koosh . Koosh -Koos h wa s on most of our 
pare nts' tables every mornin g until a decad e 
or two ago. Nowadays som e m oth er s are 
as hamed of the good o ld di s h and wo n't let 
their children eat it. But after the young­
sters have gone to school mother s tir s up 
a pan of Koo s h- Koos h and has h er breakfas t. 
Just in case you folks of R U RAL RADIO 
wou ld lik e to try a real old Cajun di s h, 
here's the recipe: 

KOOSH-KOOSH 

2 cups c o rn meal 
2 c ups water 
egg 
teaspoon salt 

Stir toge th e r t ill m eal is e venly d amp e n e d. 
Put 3 tablespo~ns butter in s kille t (iron 
p.*e fe rred) and stir c onstantly till li gh t brown 
an d fluffy. While h ot serve. 

Try it in a bowl of milk. 

RURA L RADIO for May 

Homemakers within range of sta­
t ion WHAM rush to their radios at 
5 : 00 every afternoon to tune in on 
Hazel Cowles for her presentation of 
the latest news and views on foods, 
f a shions and what-not. Here are a 
few items from Advice to the P enny­
Wis e, one of the many popular fea­
tures hear d on "Women Only." 

If you would be Penny-Wise, says 
Miss Cowles: 

Make your own kitchen conta ine rs out of 
coffee , baking powder a nd cracker ca ns . Re­
move an paper coverings; then pa int or shellac 
t h e cans and label t hem. 

Save your 2 and 5 lb . sugar and salt sack s 
a nd launder them. You' ll find man y uses for 
them. Use them for jelly bags. Use t hem 
for you r clothes pi ns . Use them for hold in g 
dry bread and crackers w hich you crush into 
crumbs w ith the rollin g p in . 

Roast meat at low temperatures fO I' a longer 
period of time than required by hig h heat, to 
save on gas coasts . Your economy wi ll be 
the means of producing a tast ier, ju ic ier, more 
ten der roast . . . with less shrinkage. 

When you are having pode ground. choose a 
cut f rom the shoulder for gr indin g. Wh en you 
are hav ing beef ground, c hoose a p iece from 
the n eck or shank of beef. 

Use the bone from a roast o r ham to add 
zest to dried-pea soup. 

LOVEL Y TO LOOK AT 

Penelope Penn, who tells the women of Dixie where t o shop an d 
why over WSB each morning at 8 o'clock , a dmires a charming 
model in ai r chiffon marquisette which she plans to recommend to 
her listeners. 
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Dale Evans, pretty WFAA vocali st, mod­
els this daytime shee r stress ing th e impor­
tance of t he feminine trend in fa sh ions this 
season. The impo rtance of vei ling is intro­
duced as a trim on th e hat by the full sideo 
bow. The dress is navy shee r with pleated 
front, white organdy collar and cuffs. The 
hat is of navy blue felt , with navy kid gloves 
and purse. 

• 
Spring call s f or salads. And what 

could be more delicious than this real 
San Antonio salad which combines 
spring with the atmosphere of old 
Mexico. To make it, Leona Bender 
says use : 

6 tomatoes 
2 cans chili flavored sandwich spread 
1 cup cucumbers diced 
1 teaspoon salt 

Mayonnaise 
Variations: 

1 tablespoon onion minced 
1,4, teaspoon celery seed 

Select smooth r ipe tomatoes of uniform s ize; 
sk in, scoop ou t cente rs and drain . Mix this 
pulp with sandw ich spread. diced cucumbers 
and seasonings (minced on ion and celery seed 
may be added if desired). Refill tomatoes, 
rounding high . Top with mayonnaise seasoned 
w ith mustard. Serve well chilled on crisp 
lettuce leaf. 

Li sten in to "Leona Bender's WO­
man's Page of the Air" Mon., Wed. , 
Fri., 10 :00-10 :15 over station WOAI 
(1190) . 



T 
Bobby Griffin, veteran WHO an­

nouncer, r aises chickens and has sold 
fresh eggs to half the staff during 
the w inter months - when strictly 
fresh eggs are often open to question 
-even in a city as small as Des 
Moines. 

-0-

WBAP Announcer Nelson Olmsted, 
who journeys 388 miles weekly in or­
der to introduce :th~ Texas Peniten­
tiary program, vows that he won't 
wear white clothes on his brief prison 
visits this summer. Reason: Prison 
attire is white shirt and duck trousers 
and "the hours there are too long." 

-0-

That Phi Beta Kappa key that deco­
rates the vest of Walter Paschall (you 
hear him deliver Atlanta Journal Ra­
dio Headl ines over WSB at 3: 00, 
4 :45, and 10 :15 P.M. daily, C. S. T.) 
is his very own. He earned it while 
a student at Vanderbilt University. 
Which means that there's a jam-up 
brain behind all that beautiful dic­
tion Walter uses. 

-0-

Ken McClme, pouplar WOAI broad­
caster of the News at 10 :15 each eve­
ning, recently received a letter asking 
whether or not they would get the 
fight results on the "Ken-fifteen N ews­
cast." 

--0----

A Nashville bandit is probably look­
ing for a new job after the scare he 
got the other Saturday night. 

It all happened because the WSNI 
Grand Ole Opry hillbilly artists, The 
Golden West Cowboys, are amateur 
riflemen. 

Between appear a-nces on the Opry, 
the seven members of the group hot­
foot it to a nearby range and indulge 
in target practice. 

Last Saturday night, the Cowboys 
rolled up in front of the WSM build­
ing just as a negro bandit was in the 
act of robbing a passerby. 

The fully-costumed radio singing 
"Cowboys" brandishing rifles and 
dangerous looks so completely fright­
ened the bandit that he fled before get­
t ing the victim's wallet. 

However, cries of "Stop Thief" 
failed to halt the scampering negro. 
And the Cowboys could do nothing 
about it. They had shot all their 
shells at the rifle range. 

-0-

WHO folks are home folks in fact 
and in deed. Ernie Sanders, announc­
er and studio manager; Stan Widney, 
producer-announcer; Don Hovey, mu­
sical director; Stuart Steelman, co-

manager of the Songfellows; and 
Woody Woods, publicity director, have 
bought homes recently and waved 
goodbye to Old Man Landlord. Many 
others at WHO are long-established 
home owners, too. 

-0-

PelTY Bechtel, leader of WSB's 
staff orchestra, used to play the banjo 
with Phil Spitalny's band (before the 
all-girl policy, of course). After hear­
ing Beck on the banjo, it's easy to 
understand why Col. Lambdin Kay 
has dubbed him "the boy with a thou­
sand fingers." 

-0-

If you think your electric power 
bill is high, stop a minute and let 
Ray Collins, technical supervisor for 
Station WF AA, tell you a few things 
about the amount of electricity the 
station's super-power transmitter 
uses. 

By actual meter readings, WFAA 
uses 1,546,500,000 watts of electric 
power a year. This is an average 
daily use of 4,236,986 watts. Surveys 
indicate that the average r adio lis­
tener has his set turned on three hours 
a day. The average modern radio 
set uses approximately 100 watts an 
hour. 

With the power required to operate 
WFAA's transmitter one year, Mr. 
Average Listener, if he lived that 
long . could operate his set 14,123 
years, 01' until the year 16061 A.D. 

-0-

The Maple City Four recently spent 
several weeks in Hollywood where 
they were filmed in Republic's new 
picture, "Under Western Stars." The 
boys returned to the WLS studio well 
tanned and nearly bow-legged from 
their hard riding as movie cowboys. 
The quartet did three numbers in the 
picture which starred Roy Rogers. 
Smiley Burnette, who went to Holly­
wood from W LS, has a prominent 
comedy part in the picture. 

A year ago the Maple City Four 
were featured in the Western film, 
"Get Along Little Dogies." 

-0-

h v ing Melsher, accordionist for 
WSB's staff orchestra, is a well­
known composer as well as a virtuoso 
of the pleated instrument. With 
Remus Harris, another Atlanta song­
smith, he's responsible for the cur­
rent tune featured by Guy Lombardo, 
"Roses In The Rain," and the two 
tunes tel'S are reaping part of the re­
wards of the present hit, "Cry Baby 
Cry," which was written from an idea 
they submitted to the publishers. An-

[23] 

other, entitled "When Moonlight Falls 
On Dixie" is in the hands of a famous 
New York publishing house now, and 
they've written a fourth called " In 
The Harbor Of Your Heart.~' 

-0-

TVLS claims the distinction of hav­
ing an ace weather prophet in the 
Arkansas Woodchopper. Having al­
ready gained some fame as a fore­
caster, Arkie made a prediction on 
the air on March 30 that it would 
snow early the next week. Everybody 
laughed at him. On Tuesday night, 
April 5, it started snowing and con­
tinued intermittently until Friday 
night, April 8. Approximately 15 
inches of snow fell-a record for the 
Midwest in April. Combined with the 
snow was the worst blizzard of the 
season. Arkie's stock as a weather 
prophet immediately went up several 
points. 

-0-

Ronald (Dutch) Reagan, Warner 
Brothers star, former sports announc­
er at WHO, sent Myrtle Williams, 
WHO departmental secretary, a beau­
tiful bouquet of roses April 5th. It 
was her birthday. 

• 
FARM RADIO HICHLICHTS 

For the Month of May 
The National Farm and Home Hour 

will present the following special 
broadcasts over the NBC-Blue net­
work during May: 

May 4-Home Demonstration Day 
program. 

May 6-Conservation Day program: 
A report on research by the United 
States Forest Products Laboratory on 
"Painting Homes and Farm Build­
ings"; also dramatic sketch of the 
life of J. Sterling Morton, originator 
of Arbor Day and Secretary of Agri­
culture in President Cleveland's cabi­
net. 

May 7-National 4-H Club Music 
Hour; United States Marine Band. 

May 9-Future Farmers of Amer­
ica program; United States Army 
Band. 

May I4-American Farm Bureau 
Federation program featuring the ac­
tivities of the New York State Farm 
Bureau. 

May I8-Broadcast from the cam­
pus of the University of Delaware, 
Newark. 

May 2I-National Grange pro­
gram ; United States Army Band. 

May 28-Farmers Union Program. 
The Farm and Home Hour is heard 

daily except Sundays at 10: 30 A.M. 
C. S. T. (11:30 A.M. C. D. S. T.; 12:30 
P.M. E. D. S. T.) over the NBC-Blue 
network including the following: 

Station On Your Dial At 
WOAI ........ .. ....... .... . . 1190 
WF AA-WBAP ....... . ... . .... 800 
WHAM ..... . ........ .. ... . .. 1150 
WSB ....... .... ......... . .... 740 
WSM ....................... . 650 



6 : 10 A .M . 

6:30 A.M. 
Daily 

Cattle 

Markets 

WLS (870) 

... ... WHO (1000) 
Mo";:' th;ough Sat. 

8:45 A .M. (Livestock r ece ipts and 
hog fla s h ) WLS (870) 

9:15 A .M . WBAP (800) 
Mon. through Sat . 

9 :45 A .M . WSB (740) 
Mon . through Sat. 

10:00-10:15 A.M. (Jim Poo le direct from 
Union Stockyards) WLS (870) 

II :45 A .M . 

II :45 A .M . 

Mon . through Fri. 
WHO ( 1000 ) 

Mon. through Fri. 
WFAA (800) 

Mon. through Sat . 
12:00-12:15 P .M . .............. ...... ... WHAS (820) 

'Mon. through Sat. 
12:22-12 :30 P.M. (Market review by Dave 

Swanson of Chicago producers) 
WLS (870) 

12:28 P .M . ........ .............. WHO (1000) 
Mon. through Fri. 

12:30 P.M. WSB (740) 
Saturday 

12:35-12:45 P .M. (Jim Poole direct from 
Union Stockyards) WLS (870) 

Mon. through Fri. 
2 : 15-2:30 P. M • ................ ........ WOAI ( 1190 ) 

Mon. through Fri. 

Farm News 

and View~ 

6:30 A.M. WHAM (11 5 0) 
Mon. through Sat. 

6:30 A.M. . .......... ... ... ..... ...... WHO (1009) 
Mon. through Sat. 

7:1 0 A .M . (Happy Family Talks) . 
.. ... .... .. . WHAM (1150) 

Dailty 
9 :15 A .M . (Georgia State Bureau of Mar­

kets conducted by Mrs . Robin Wood ) 
WSB (740) 

.. 
1 1 :30 A . M. (Tex1:lS Farm and Home Pro· 

g ram fre m Texas A . & M. p ollege ) . 
WFAA (800) 

M o-ll,. th:rough Fri. 
I 1:30 - 11 :45 A.M. (Texas Farm and Home 

H Oll r ) WOAI (1190 ) 
(TQN) 

Mon. through Fri. 
11 :45 A .M . WHO (1000) 

Mon. titrO'lLgh Fri. 

II:45-12 : 15 P .M . (D inne rbe ll P r ogr am) . 
WLS (870 ) 

Mon. through Fri. 
12 :00 Noon ... ....... S'~'i~~;d~y . WHO (1 000 ) 

12: 15 P.M. (Voice of t h e Farm ) . 
WHO 

W ed. and Fri. 
12: 15- 12 :30 P .M . (Co l'lege of A g ri c. 

(1000 ) 

Univer s ity of K entucky) ...... WHAS (820 ) 
Mon. through Fri. 

12:15 P.M. (4 -H Club Mee bing ) . 
WHAM (1150 ) 

S aturday 
12 :15-12:30 P.M. (Tbis Bus iness of Farm-

in g by Lord Burlingham) ..... ... WLS (870) 
M on.. Wed.. Fri. 

RURAL RADIO for Alay 

12 :30 P .M . ... 'H;~d;;~~daii .. ... WSM (650) 

12 :30 P .M. (Bill Burnett's Farm Scrap-
book) WSM (650) 

' T~~;d;;ii 
12 :30-12:35 P .M. (Voice of the Feedlot) . 

····· M;;;, ::· W~d:.F~i: 
WLS (870 ) 

12:30 -1 2 :35 P .M. (Cornbelt Peepers) . 
WLS (870 ) ... .... ..... ....... . T'1~''- ' ~:,;;z" ·'ih"u·r~·. 

12:45 P.M. (Farmin g in D ixie-Extension 
Serv ice of Georgia's CoNege of Agric.) 

WSB (740 ) 
I :00 P.M. ( A g ri cu ltura l Conservation) . 

·················· S~t·urd~1J 
WHO (1000) 

Crain 

Repor 

6:30 A.M. WHO (1000) 
Mon. through flat. 

7:00 A .M. (Liverpool Cotton a nd Grain ) 
WFAA (800) 

9 :20 A .M . WBAP (800 ) 
Mon . through Sat. 

9 :45 A .M . .. .. iii';;;;.: · through Sat . 
WSB (740) 

11:45 A .M . ..... ,. . .. 
Mon. through 

WHO (!OOO) 
Fri. 

11:45 A.M. .. .. WFAA (800) 
Mon. 'th',-ough Sat. 

12:00-12:15 P .M. WHAS (820) 
Mon. through Sat. 

12: 15 P.M. . ...... 'S;;!;,~a;;.; WLS (870) 

12 :28 P.M. . ... . .. ....... ~. WHO (1000) 
Man.. through Fri. 

12:50-12:-57 (F. C. Biss .. m from Dept. 
of Agric. ) .M--on'...... WLS (870) 

through Fri. 
2:15-2:30 P .M . ......................... WOAI (1190 ) 

Mon. through Fri. 
2 :25 P.M. WBAP (800) 

Mon. through Fri. 
3:00 P.M. WSB (740) 

Mon. through Fri. 

Weather 

Broadcasts 

5 :30 A .M. jj;;d.lI 
WLS (870) 

6 :30-7:00 A .M . (Dial-A-Smile ) WOAI (1190 ) 

7:00 A .M . 

7 :00 A.M. 

7 :02 A .M . 

7:15 A .M . 

7 :30 A.M. 
9:00 A .M . 

9 :30 A.M. 

9:45 A .M. 

10:15 A .M . 

11:30 A.M. 
11:50 A.M. 

12:00 Noon 

Mon. through Sat. 
WHO ( 1000 ) 

Mon. through Sat. 
WHAM ( 1150) 

Mon. through Sat. 

WFAA (800) 
Mon. through Sat. 

WSB (740) 
Mon. through Sat. 

Sunday 

Sunday 

WSM (650) 
WHAM ( 1150) 

WSM (650) 

WSB (740) 
Mon. through Sat . 

WHO ( !OOO) 
Mon . through S a.t. 

WLS (870) 
WFAA (800) 

Mon. through Sat. 
WSB (740) 

Mon. " ii,rough Sat. 
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12:05 P.M. WHAM (1150) 
Sunday 

12 :00·12 : 15 P .M . WHAS (820) 
Mon. through Fri. 

12:15 P .M . WHO (1000) 
Sunday, 

12:15 P .M . WSM (650) 
Mon. through Sat. 

12:30 P .M . (Jack Sprat News Reporter ) 

Mon. Ih.;~;;,gi, S;'t.WHO (1000) 

12:30 P .M . 

3:00 P .M. 
Saturday 

Mon. throudh Fri. 

WSB (740) 

WSB (740) 

3 :00-3:15 P.M. ............ WOAI (1.190) 
Mon. through Fri. 

4:50 P.M. (Betsy R oss and WHO News 
Bullet ins) WHO (1000 ) 

5:30 P .M . 

5:45 P .M . 
6:00 P.M. 

Mon. through Fri. 
WHO (1000 ) 

Mon. through Sat . 

Sunday 

WSM (650) 
WHAM (1 150 ) 

6:30 P.M. WHAM (1 150 ) 
Mon. through Sat. 

10:00 P .M . WHO ( 1000 ) 
Daily 

11 :00 P .M. WHAM (1150 ) 
Mon . thro'l;gh S at. 

Program Highlights of 

Interest to Women 

Coffee Pot Inn .. . ...... . WHO 8:00 A .M. 
Mon. through S at. 

E nid Day ( Dept. store re-
porter) ..................... ... ...... WSB 9:30 A .M. 

Mon. through S a t. 
May I Suggest ...... ............... WHO 9:00 A .M_ 

Saturday anl?1 
The P arty Line .. 

........ WOAI. 11 :00 A .M .; WHO 11:45A.M. 
Mon. through F ri. 

Modern HomeTJlakers ......... WFAA 10:30 A .M . 
Tuesdays 

Bureau of Missing Persons 

Daily 
Leona B e nder's Woman's 

Page of the Air .. 

WHO M idnight 

WOAI 9:00-9 : 15 A .M . 
Mon .• W ed .• Fri. 

Mrs. Winifred S . Bell ....... .. WSB 10:15 A .M. 
Mon.. W ed., F ri. 

Hometn.aker's Hour-Con· 
dueled by Ann Hart ... 

WLS 1 :15-2 :00 P .M . 
Mon. through Sat. 

Ann Ford-A Woman Looks 
at the News .. . ................ WSM 3:00 P .M. 

Mon. through Fri. 
P eggy Tudor .. WOAI 10:45-11 :00 A .M. 

7'huTsdays 
Penelope P enn ..... . WSB 8 :00 A .M . 

Mon. thrulLgh Sat . 
Women OnIy--Conduc ted by 

Hazel Cowles .. WHAM 5 :00-5 : 15 P.M. 
Mon. throug h Fr i. 

Lern and Martha... . ... ... . WHO 7 :00 A.M. 
Mon. thr01,gh Fri. 

Georgia Women's Markets-. 
Mrs. Robin Wood .............. WSB 9:15 A.M. 

Suturoays. 

Betty and Boh .......... .. ......... . 
.......... WHAS. 2:00 P.M. ; WHO II :45 A .M. 

Mon. thrO'u,gh F1' i. 

Home Folks--Conduced by 
Ethel Strong ..... ........ WOAI 9:00-9:15 A.M. 

Tuesdlt1JS 

Helen 's Home ................ WBAP 8:30 A.M. 
Mon. thr01l,gh Fri. 

Ols on Oddities ................... WHO 8:45 A.M. 
Mon. through Fri. 

Our B ook--Conducted by 
Mrs. A . V . F itzgerald . 

WOAI 5: 15-5:30 P .M. 
Thursday 
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Rural Radio s Religious Review 
" When it was morning, there w ere thun­

ders a nd lightn ings and a thick cloud on 
the nlount a nd the voice of a trumpet. And 
God spoke a ll these words." 

Ex. 19 : 16, followin g •.• 
W e find ourselves Ji ving today amid t h e 

tumult of t he w orld. On every ha nd t here i ~ 
con fu sion an d chaos, violence an d preparation 
for w a r , with armaments of nations piling up 
to greater heig h ts t han th ey had reached be­
fore the W orld War. Dic tators a re r attling 
t h e sword ever more truculentl y, and n on­
chala n t ly proceed to purge their r espective 
states through cold-blooded murde r or through 
t h e more cruel methods of g radua l asp hi x ia ­
t ion. And t h e economic syst em is bein g r e­
model ed before our eyes to save it Crom be in g 
e n t i rely destroyed; so dras tic a r e t he cha nges 
ther e that we a r e caugh t in a maze of un ­
certa inty. N eed I add to this cata logue of up­
heava ls. t he serious di s turba nces of t he older 
patterns in t he arts and in mora ls. Nothi ng­
is qu ite what it was at the beg inning oC t he 
twentieth century-and perhaps never w ill be. 
lt is storm a nd stress on aJI s ides and on a ll 
levels. (When I spoke of t he possibi li t ies of 
h a ppiness in these days. someone begged me 
to be r ealis tic.) H ow ca n one be happy w ith 
Hitler a nd Goer ing a nd Goebbels and other 
Nazi sadis t s in the saddle? H ow ca n we be 
happy with another destructive war in t he 
offing that might again e ngu lf a ll t he n atio ns 
of Europe and perhaps of th e world ? H ow 
can we be happ y with blatant for ce abroad, . 
w it h charlatanry braze n and active a nd w it h 
t he v ile demons o f r acial and r elig ious and 
class hatred again setting each man ag-~l in s t 

his n eighbor? There are three ways to m eet 
this cha llenge to ha ppiness. One is to let "the 
tumult of the world g r ow dull upon ou r in­
attentive ear," the wh il e we n ote h ow 

"The even ing ' s blessed s tilln ess covers all 
And o'er the fi elds she fold s he !" c loa k of grey, 
And softly twil ig ht fa ll s and toil doth cease; 
While o'er our soul God sp reads his m antle--

Peace." 

In other words we can for t he m omen t be­
come tumult-deaf a nd v iole nce-blind , a nci say. 
"God 's in His heaven , a ll's r ig ht w ith th e 
world." This world of self-delu s ion is ver y 
pleasant; the only trouble is t hat t he sad 
awakening soon comes and it is the h a rder 
a nd r oug her an d more cru el r ealization because 
of the self-delusion w hich delayed t he waking 
h our . 

And the second way is one that ma n y have 
perforce a lready adopted in these days as ot her s 
d id in s imilar periods of t urmoil. It is exe m­
plified by the peasant w ho contin ued to p lough 
his farm while t he she1J;3 of t h e c r a zed world 
exploded nearby, of t he sc ientist w ho did n ot 
interrup t his experim ents though t he roof of 
his laboratory was demolished by gun fire. and 
of t he Red Cross nurse w ho bandaged t he 
wounded in the open fi elds jus t behind the Hn es 
in a n active sector w ith t he same unhul'l'i ed 
movem ents as if sh e were in h e-r old hos pital 
of St. Luke's in New York. In the sam e way 
there a re many people wh o jus t "Carryon," 
drawing about them t he charmed circle of t hose 
who are "serene with God. " It so unds selfi sh . 
but it is jus t such souls w ho keep a madde ned 
world a-going. 

The third way is to look at thi s present 
world s ituation from a historical perspective 
a nd to see i ts changes a s part of the g radual 
trans formation of man from brute to savage. 
from barbarian to a c ivi lized being. Hi stOt·~· 
w ill r eassure us tha t new eras w ith all t he ir 
birth-pangs mean hig h e r levels of life. so our 
T ext t eaches that t h unders and lightnings a n d 
the voice of trumpets were the setting of t he 
revelation of the T e n Commandments. t hat 
storm and stress a lways h a ngs about our 
Sinais , t h a t th e e mergence of man on higher 
levels shakes t he ve ry hea r t of the world. 
Tumult-and t he still , s mall voice of God­
thunders a J3relude to the div ine word. Only 
if we h ear tha t Voice (f1n iil the hunult 'will the 
upw ard march and H appin ess be attainable. 

Amid the Tumult of 
the World 

DR. DAVI D LEFKOW ITZ, 
on WFAA Each Su nd ay Morning 

Dr. David L efkowitz, R a bbi of Tem­
p le Emanu-EI , Dallas. has just com­
pleted h is e ig hth year of Sunday morn­
i ng r elig ious talks over Station WFAA. 

At various times du ring his life, Dr. 
L efkow itz has been identifi ed w ith work 
in conn ection with such organizations 
as t he Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls. 
Y.M.C.A., Red Cr oss, a nd m a ny othe r 
soc ial . philan thropic and charity move­
me n ts. 

H e has been R a bbi of T emple Emanu­
E l si n ce 1920. The esteem in which h is 
co ng regation holds him may be known 
f rom the fact t hat h e was elected life­
t ime Rabbi of Temple Emanu-EI in 
1935. 

His Sunday morn ing r adio religious 
talks over WFA A have proved insp ira ­
tional not only to member s of the Jew­
is h faith, but a lso to membe rs of all 
c r eeds. 

These last groups w ho ha ve t he urge to sti ll 
t he tumult and bring ord er into t he ch aos so 
t hat at least our children may live in a civi·l­
ized world-these to w hom m any of us belong­
ask ourselves h ow ca n t h e s till small voice be 
h eard. what may bring Sanity, Decency, H onor 
an d P eace back again ? 

What says the still s mall V oice amid the 
tumult and the s torm? Does It say, " Let there 
be lig ht"? Can happiness and the civilized 
li fe be attained through education? There are 
t hose who t hought t hat was t he supreme mes­
sage of the s till , s mall Voice. If only people 
could be educated-through t he p rocess offered 
by t he schools-they would be c ivilized. We 
have had much of this education and where 
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are we'? No . not education---education a lon e 
holds n o salvation . H app iness can't come t hat 
way to t h e world. I t must come from t h e 
message of t h e s till , small Voice which , h ow­
ever , can onl y be heard after t he storm is 
stilled. 

The t h ree stonn-centers that have brcught 
on our mode rn tu mul t ca n easily be sensed. 
There is t hi s popular '1'ccl.l isn l. t hat has brought 
a serious di s in tegration in to ou r m en t.'l. I and 
e motion a l life. Every you ng person that I 
k now w ho makes a ny pretense of t h inking is 
tryi ng hard to be r eal is tic. H e may be ro­
mantic or ideal istic by t he set of his nature. 
hi s tem pera me n t, but he tr ies h a rd not to let 
anyo ne know it . R ea li s rn is t he word today, 
clear-eyed. unbl in ki n g r ecogn ition of life 's 
s t ern an d u g ly fa c ts, w it h n o foo ling of one's 
self. Pleas ing' sentim e n ta li ty, w ishful think in g. 
co mforting fai t hs. satisfying optimisms- these 
a t'e the devi ls of t he new generat.ion. Nothing 
will do except r ea lis m . Yes. I hea r t ily agree. 
let us be r ea li s ti c . H ea lt hy reali sm is a g r eat 
asset. The wr iter s of t he Bible were realists. 
Pick out. i f you can. a s in gle area oC life about 
w hich the Bibl e does n ot speak ca nd idly. Let 
us see a ll t he ugly s pots of life a s r ealis ti cally 
as does th e Bible and t he n we m ay be moved 
to do something a bout t hem. The true realist 
sees the uglin ess an d c r uelty of life a nd tries 
to mitigCl.te it. Nay more-the true r ea lis t does 
not say or t hink t hat on ly ugly thin ~s are 
real. t hat sewerS are t he on ly r eal t hin gs, t hat 
muddy r ivet·s are found here and th ere and 
everywhere. but he a lso notes mounta in str earns 
are r eal too. Y ou cy n ics, w hose t hinkin g and 
liv in g and novels onl y n ote t he base and t he 
ugly,- the t roubl e w it h you is not your rea li sm 
but your la ck of it! There is a l'eali ty of 
beauty, of pity. of sp iritual li ving , a reality 
t hat outlasts t he r ea lities of uglin ess and hate 
a nd cruelty. It was t he unreal realism, ma kin g 
sp ort of t he idea lism of a n earlie r generation . 
which brought its crop of cynica l ru t hless ness 
in politics , wa t'fare and the sordidn ess of the 
da il y life. 

And the second centre is t he selfi shne~s t hat 
became common and soug h t to become respect­
a ble t hrough t he p hil osop hy of egotism. It 
dethroned God a nd set up t he E go. t he self. 
It aboli shed a ll sanctions and said h uma n de­
s ire is t he meas ure of righ t. I t laughed t he 
T en Commandme nts ou t of cou r t and set the 
law of insa tiab le self-satis faction above ever y­
t hing else. O f course. t her e was and i ~ some 
h ypocr it ical p iety w hic h pu blicly g ave lip ser­
vice to the T e n Comma ndme n ts a nd other 
d ivine sanctions a nd statutes . but in practice 
recog nized nothin g beyond a nd above self. And 
so greed a nd c ru el exp lo itation entered on a 
new hig hroad toward w hat p roved a disa strous 
jumping off p lace in 1929. Selfishn ess a bove 
social needs, t he E go above God; hence t he 
tu mult . 

And t he t hird cen tre o f t he s torm is a vast 
fo rce o f H atred a nd Fea r a nd of Mistrust 
w hi ch h as been loosed upon t h e world. W e 
h ad th ough t t hat humanity has so far shed its 
bestiality t hat nothing li ke t h e sadism a nd 
race hatred of t he Nazis could ever fi nd room 
in the human h eart. W e have come to learn 
that ther e are s t ill so me very dark a r eas of 
huma n nature w hich n eed t he illum ination of 
human dece ncy a nd trust a nd love. Therefore 
t he storm. t he cha os, th e tumul t". 

Y es, dear f ri e nds. t his half-reali sm of t he 
sewer and t he g utte r. w hich m akes p eople ha rd 
a nd cy ni cal but not w ise, t.his selfi shness and 
greed w hi ch a ri ses from t he worshi p of t h e 
ego. t hi s hatred a nd fear w hich ex t ingui sh the 
last fl icke r of soc ial j us t ice and human de­
cency a nd me rcy-all t hese will be cast out of 
t he human sou l by t he ver y tumult t hat t h ey 
have ca used in t he world , if only we hea r t he 
Voice! Upon t he h ig h er level we sha ll be 
neig hbors-ne igh borly,-whether as indi viduals 
or n ations seeking to h elp rather t ha n to 
hinde r . Up on the hig h er level a profou nder 
se nse o f justice a nd of the rig hts of all people 
to li ve dece n t li ves in decent security will be­
come t he possess ion of t he vast ma jori ty. Let 
us help fa shi on t hat new world. Amen . 



RURAL RADIO for May 

STRICTLY 
PERSONAL 

WITH 

George Dewey 
Hay 

(The Solemn Old Judge) 

Howdy, Neig hbors! 

It is a great privilege and pleasure to say hello to our 
friends who live close to the ground, which is where each 
one of us should be. All of the trouble in the world came 
from the fellow who took his feet off of the ground 
until his head hit it. Of course, our heads belong up, 
looking straight ahead, but let's keep our feet on the 
ground, where Mothel'n Nature intended them to be. Even 
when we take to the a il' in a plane, it's very necessal'y 
to stay right side up, because when we don't the funniest 
things happen ! 

And it's a double pleasure to be in the same corral with 
those two grand radio pioneers, Lambdin Kay, "The Lit­
tle Colonel," and Harold Hough, "The H iTed Hand," who 
have cut down enough timber in radio to keep us warm. 
for another generation at least. • 

Takes u s back fifteen years when we first barked into 
a mike at WMC-Memphis, and the neighbors let us get 
away with it. Lambdin had been on the air for a year 
and "Mr. Hand" had recently fired up at Fort Worth. 
"Those were the days," said Grandpappy, shifting his 
cut-plug to the left side, "when a man could get up to 
the mike and talk to his neighbors just like he did down 
at the store." We didn't have any dog to put on, because 
we knew that our neighbors in New York City were just 
as human as our friends in Hushpuckiny. It worked like 
sunshine on a frosty morning. 

Then Little Red Riding Hood had to go to Grandma's 
house, which was indeed u a fur piece" through the woods, 
composed of expert trees which frowned down from lofty 
heights. Production winds blew and howled and the ex­
pert trees sighed and groaned and wondered if the sun 
would sh ine again. Little Red Riding Hood was fright­
ened . Her friendly world was suddenly peopled with 
experts. She hadn't learned that expel·ts al'e just OJ'dinal'Y 
men away j?'OJn home. 

The boys unravelled tons of red tape which was tied 
around our ears and got in our hair. Every now and 
then we would tear away a mess of it and look for the 
sunshin e. Yep,wit was still there, but the fog was thick. 
Finally the air got so thick and the clouds so heavy that 
they busted. They didn't burst like ordinary clouds. 
Brothel' and sisters, they busted. 

The big shows on the ail' hired boys and girls who 
hadn't forgotten that an ordinary, seven carat smile pays 
big dividends commercially as well as socially a nd is so 
much easier to get along with. By a smile, we don't 
mean hysteria . It's the middle ground that we are striv­
ing to hold, and the best part of it is that there is plenty 
of room for everybody on that big highway that leads 
to normal, sane living. 

Very fortunately for radio and our beloved America, 
Lambdin Kay, Harold Hough, Leo Fitzpatrick, Bill Hay, 
and many of the pioneers are still walking serenely down 
the middle of the road. 'Tis true th ey have had to dodge 
many tomatoes, potatoes, and now and then a few hard­
boiled eggs, but they know their business and their funda­
mental principles are sound . 

Now it's time for the tall pines to pine and the paw 
paws to pause, etc .... See you later! 
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THE 

HIRED 

HAND 
Harold Hough 

Says Harold Hough - The Hired 
Hand , as he looked in the days 
of the twenties when he first 
met his neighbor, George Hay 
(opposite ). 

Last month, I declared that in the next issue of RURAL 
RADIO I would have a heavy editorial on something or 
other. I find now that when it comes to editorializing, I 
am just as lost as a sheep herder in a steer corral. Edi­
torials take big $14.00 words, and this morning I haven't 
even a billion. So, I guess I better let the little Colonel 
from WSB do the academic stuff. He has plenty of good 
advice. It has always been good and will continue to 
be good. It will never wear out, because as far as I know, 
none of it has ever been used. He is ready but I ain't. 

(And welcome to myoId Side Kick next door-George 
Hay-Howdy, Judge!) 

I am like the Negro who was watching us arrange for 
a New Year's Colored Holiness broadcast. The thing 
was all new to him, because he had just joined the Camp 
a few days before. H e decided to be a Preacher when 
someone gave him a collar that buttoned in the back, and 
he found an old blue-black tail coat. He was one of 
those typical Texas Waxahachie Negroes-so black that 
the lightning bugs followed him around in the daytime. 
~nd he w~s asking questions while the boys were string­
II1g the Wlres. H e allowed "that the radium went a fer 
piece" when I told him that it positively went to all cor­
nel'S of the earth in a split second-I knew I had said 
the wrong thing. There was even a change in his color 
and with saucer eyes beaming, he advanced the theory 
that when we carried the Gospel to all corners of the 
earth, the World was going to come to an end, because 
the good Book sai.d so. We as~;ured him that was possible, 
whereupon he smd, "Well, I lS ready, but I knows a lot 
of Fort Worth Negroes what ain't. 

I ain't ready for the editorials. 
* * * 

TAX PROBLEM 
This business of taxes is getting into everybody's hair. 

Seem as though no one can keep them straight. I'm for 
taxes an d so are the States, but sometimes they carry 
things a little too far. ' 

I was on a Diner , you know, one of those eating houses 
on wheels, where cotton pickers become tip grabbers and 
red roosters become Pennsylvania Capons ($1.25 an or­
der). Texas does not have a sales tax-Oklahoma does. 
I ordered the meal in Texas-the meal was cooked in 
Texas-the meal was delivered in Texas-the meal was 
eaten in Texas. Contract fulfilled. Legally, the entire 
transaction took place in the Lone Star State. About 
tooth pick tin,!e, the train crossed the Red River Bridge, 
and we were 111 Oklahoma and the Conductor handed me 
my bill with an Oklah0ma sales tax tacked on. Being a 
man short on funds but long on principle, I demurred. 
Because, after all, someone has said if we watch the 
little things, the big ones wi!'l step on us. So -the arg u­
ment commenced and one word led to forty. 

How was I to know the place I told him to go wasn't 
on hi s Railroad? After all, what is one little black eye 
compared to winning a big 2c argument. If you think I 
was wrong, I will take him back hi s 2c. I believe I can do 
better the next time anyway. 



MY MOTH E R 
Who be nds above m y bed each nig h t 
T o see if I am fi xed just rig ht '? 
Who often h ove rs while I s leep 
To pray t he L ord m y soul to k eep ? 

My MOTHER. 

Who w a tches after m e each day­
If I'm at school- if I'm at play­
And, wh en a good r eport I show , 
Whose loving face w ith pride does g low? 

My MOTHER. 

Who takes such p a ins the whole day lon g 
To point th e rig ht way from the wrong ;­
Discovers where m y bruises a re 
And wraps t h em up in a rni ca? 

My MOTHER. 

If I turn out t he way I should , 
And am a n uprig ht man , a nd g ood , 
I think-as anyone can see--
THE O N E I'LL HAV" TO THAN K WILL BE 

My MOTHEH .. 

Dear Daddy Gander: Please write 
a poem about my rabbit. Hi s name 
is Tony, he is gentle and brown and 
h e will jump to his window every time 
to get his food when I pass, but some­
times he gets fooled. 

'Dorothy Harding, 
Goldvein , Va. 

I have a little 
rabbit, 

He's brown as 
he can be, 

And wh en I pass 
his window 

He jumps right 
up at me. 

My rabbit' s very 
g entle, 

His appetite is 
bio' 

Hi s na~e is Tony 
but I oughta 

Call him "Lit­
tle Pig." 

@ 1938 Oaddy Gander- Through Special arr ange­
ments \YUh Maude McGehee Ba nkins. autho r . 

-Rural Radio s 
DADDY CANDER 

A Page for Children 

Dear Daddy Ga nde r : 
1 a m a li ttle g ir l twelve year s of age. I 

have brown eyes a nd brown hai r. My Mothe r 
has a R U RAL RADIO book . I saw some of your 
p oern s. I li ke th em ver y much. 

P lease w ri te a poem a bout Mem orial D ay. 
MARY JEAN WEEKS , 

Pos t , T exas . 

DECORATION OR MEMORIAL DAY 
MAY 30 

This is the day we all w ill go 
T o decorate the g r aves 

Of soldie rs who so nobly died 
(Tha t 's why our F lag s till waves. ) 

So le t us h on or them,-and s in g 
The songs they used to love, 

Th ey'll see w e s till uphold The Cause 
F rom t heir g reat hom e a bove. 

OLD BILLY GOAT 

A HAMMOCK , nice a nd cool and deep. 
Was hang ing in the breeze, 

So. Bettie g ot in it to s leep 
Be n eath those maple trees. 

OLD BILLY GOAT cam e n os ing the re, 
And , is it any wonder 

THA T M U LE PET E 

P e te, oh P ete, you fu nny mule. 
You a r e never lame, I k now ; 

You just limp a nd drag your f eet 
'Cause you do n ot want to go. 

Turn you loose out in the lot­
It is alwa ys j ust the same--

That Bettie bounced in to the air 
When Billy butted under ? 

You kick your heels and f risk and t rot. 
Proving you 'ver e n ever lame. 

•• FUNNY~IN S .. 
DID QIA] THE LETTE R A oUT HIM LAST MONTH ? 

DAY, LONG AFTER FUNN YKINS CAME. A WILD HE 
TUR IN A & HE WENT N THEM EO SaM E BIG 

THEM EAT. TH EN HE BGAN FoLLOW THEM. THE NEXT MORN IN6 

THEY WENT 
AFRA D 

WH O FED THE 

FUNNY TUR 

A YARD WHERE. A LITTLE FED THEM. FUNNYKIN S' WAS 
FOLLOW THEM, cAUSE HE WAS WILD. DAY THE lITTLE 

HIM IN THE DI)TANCE CRIEO,"O MAMMA, COME. THIS 

A LADY CAME OUT OF T~E SAID: THAT IS' A 1U RK EV; 
TH AT IS A " THE LITTLE GIRL SAIO;' 1AM GOING To TAME HIM. IF I DON'T:' 

SO, AFTER THAT, EVERY DAY S~E TOok' A OF FOoD CALLED To FUNNYKI~S, 
uT HE NT COME HEQ HE WAS A WILD CHICK KNOW.l}!E LITTLE. 

KEPT ON TRYING THOUGH; SHE DID NoT WANT G VE UP. FINALL Y, 
FUNNYKINS FLEW OVER THE FENCE. THEN HE FROM THE. • TJ.JEN HE FLEW 
ON TH E LITTLE GIRlS LAP. NOW HE IS THE BIGGEST PET EVER ! ~ E 

SLEEPS ON TOP OF THE LITTLE. GIRL'S DOLL SOMETIM ES SHE HiTcHES ~/M 
HER DOLL DRIVES J.JIM ALL ABOUT THE YARD. )oMETIMES HE: EVEN 

GOES IN , THE kiTCHEN WON'T LEAVE UNLESS SoME LETS HIM OUT. THI) 1$ A 
TRUE TALE. READ IT OR NOT. ? 9"cULJZ. ~4d7~ 
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TUNE WRANCLERS 
Leaving the lonely campfire har­

monies some four years ago, five stal­
warts of the Texas plains banded to­
gether to form a musical organization 
now well known all over the great 
Southwest as the Tune Wra nglers. 
Under the expert leadership of Bus­
ter Coward, this five-man g roup be­
gan touring the small towns in Texas 
playing and singing cowboy and hill­
billy tunes in the true manner of 
the ranch co~ntry. Because they were 
real dyed-in-the-wool ranch hands the 
boys immediately caught the spirit of 
the music of the range and soon were 
playing the bigger towns and cities 
finally winning for themselves a regu-

. - lar berth on the program schedule of 
WOAI in San Antonio. 

Now t he Tune Wranglers are heard 
regularly five days each week at 1: 15 
P.M. on WOAI besides keeping their 
many dates for entertaining at r ural 
functions throughout the state of 
Texas. Their travels take them more 
than 100,000 miles each year in which 
time they visit over 200 different 
towns. For transportation t hey re­
quire a new automobile each s ix 

By CARL DOTY 

months due to the constant travelling 
necessary. 

The Tune Wranglers always open 
their program with "Cowboy's Life" 
and leave the air each day with the 
song entitled "Little Ra nch House On 
the Old Circle B." The two songs 
most requested according to Buster 
are " EI Rancho Grande" and "Texas 
Sands." The last song was written by 
Buster Coward himself and a long 
with about 75 other S1)ngs has been 
recorded by the Victor Recording 
Company. 

The cowboy a nd hillbilly tunes are 
sung by Buster with Charlie Gregg 
and Bill Dickey joining in for the 
harmonies of a trio. Charlie Gregg 
takes the microphone when a modern 
swing tune is requested. An oddity 
of this group is Charlie Gregg who 
wields the big bass violin. He plays 
t he instrument left-handed without 
changing the strings from the normal 
right-handed order. 

Pat Fla herty, genial announcer for 
the Tune W ranglers, keeps the gang 
in good spirits during the broadcasts 
with his Irish wit. Pat claims Eddie 
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OF TEXAS 
Whitley stood around ten minutes be­
fore getting into an automobile for 
the first time looking for a stirrup 
and that Eddie still hollers Whoa 
when he a pplies the breaks of his 
automobile. Bill Dickey still persists 
in driving his ancient model T Ford 
t o the studios and has fond hopes of 
Jack Benny eventually replacing his 
Maxwell with the vintage Ford. 

The hobbies of the Tune Wran­
glers mostly turn to the saddle. Hav­
ing ridden the range for many years 
the boys get t heir relaxation when 
the time permits by heading for the 
nearest corral and slipping back into 
boots and saddle. The most popular 
indoor sport of the group is just plain 
eating-Buster compla ins he just 
hasn 't time to get enough to eat. 

This popular WOAI musical group 
recently offered their picture to the 
l'adio listeners. Several re-orders 
were necessary to fu lfill . the requests 
of nearly 7,000 radio fans for a 
glimpse of t he boys as they appear in 
the broadcasting studio. Such popu­
larity must be deserved. 



OBJECTS TO STORY ABOUT KENTUCKY 
MOUNTAIN LISTENING CENTERS 

RUHAL RADIO ha s been com ing into our K en­
tucky h om e s ince January. 1 ha ve liked your 
magazine until this April issue when ;"Oll pub­
Hshed that terrible article about our Kentucky 
Mountains. 

I live in a s mall Kentucky town in the cen ­
tral part of the state. In m y horne we h ave 
a radio, a s well a s lnany other elect rical ap­
pliances. A dail y paper arrives each day on 
time. Th ere is a bus line and a railroad i n 
our town. 

Everywh ere you find mountains you will 
find mou n taineers . Very few of th em are as 
modern in th eir ways of li ving as we are but 
why a lways refer to the " K e n tucky Moun­
ta ins" '! 

Kentucky ha s produced man y h onorable men 
and women. 

It is my belief that the Ken tucky M ou ntains 
are a lways pictured e ntirely too terr ible. Why 
is it done? ~ 

Miss Nell Te-rry, Clarks on, Ky . 
Miss Terry, we feel t h e Kentucky Moun ­

tain Listening Center is somethin g to be 
proud of. As you state you live in a small 
town where you have a bus line and a rail­
road, but the folks our story dealt with last 
issu e were those who do not live in a small 
town, have no bus lines or railroads. Many 
times Toads are washed out a nd the only 
contact these good people have with the out­
side world is through radio. And in re­
sponse to this n eed WHAS and the U niver­
sity 01 Kentucky combin ed forc es to br;ngp 

them this ser vice. 
We beUeve that's a real blessin g brought 

by radio, don't you? Ask the folks u p there 
if they don't think so. 

-0--
You can a lwa ys depend on my su bRc ribing 

to R URAL RADIO MAGAZrNfo:; as lo ng as it:s pub­
lished. I like all the p ictu r es and news in your 
RUnAL RADIO. 

I don't see how you ca n be able to sell 
R unA L RADIO for $1.00 a yea r. 

Rudolph Land, Mayo, Fla. 

-e-
Lat.ely I have been ha ving trouble g-etting 

the Saturday Night Darn Da nce w ithout a lot 
of in terference fro m another station . I have 
an Airline 7- t ube radio, 1937 model. Do you 
think it's the tubes or the w eather caus ing it? 

Mr. A . C. Huga n, Route 1, Smith­
field, Pa. 

On hot nig hts you are apt to have a lot 
of interference. But Brother Hugan , We be­
lieve you'll find, in most cases, it isn' t the 
weather-it's the tubes ! 

Mr. Hugan added this to hi s Je tte r. " H ere's 
something for RFD. I \vrtote it. It 's original." 

II e ju'rt1.11ed in his car, 
Stepped on the gels , 
Express train coming very fast. 
Didn' t stop to loole or listen­
One l1tore fool a7nol1g the 71t1:ss'in'. 

RURAL RADIO for May 

AT LAST, OHIO HEARD FROM! 
What! No lette r s from my hom e sto te of 

Ohio publish ed on the RFD page of your R URAL 
RADIO MAGAZI ' E·/ I'm from t h e Buckeye s tate 
a nd I want you to know that th is subscriber 
e njoys and app reciates your magaz ine. Radio 
might aptly be called "us farm folks ' best 
friend" and we like to become better ac­
quainted with a ll t he folk s we hear over our 
radios . I enjoy the pictures, Family Gossip , 
Over t h e Cracker Barrel. and oh , gosh! might 
just a s we1J say the w hole magazine an d be 
done with it. 

Your'n fer bigger edition s, 
Rose Davidson, Route 1, Powe ll, Ohio. 

-e-
CITY COUSIN LIKES RURAL RADIO 

I jus t want to tell ~'ou how much I enjoy 
R URAL RADIO. Even though I li ve in th e c ity 
I e njoy RURAL RADIO just as much a s any 
rural li s tener. The firs t three issues have car­
ri ed pictures of my fa vorite entertainer s and 
I know t hat every issue to come w iII carry 
pictu res of favorites of all the r eader s of 
R UHAL RADlO. 

A c ity subscriber to HUHAL RADIO. 
Lillian Rasmussen, 4208 Grand 

Blvd., M e n omi n ee, Mi ch . 

-e-
I am writing thi s le tter to thank you for 

publishing such an in teresting mag-3zin e. H av­
ing read ever y r eadable article in the magazine 
t he fir s t day I r eceived it, am eagerly wait in g 
for t he next issue. K(~p up the good work 
and I'll always read R URAL RADIO. 

I. M . Begos, 91 N . 7th St. , Hudson, 
N e w York. 

-e-
Was indeed g lad but som ewhat surpri sed to 

hear from R UH AL RADIO. I just can·t say in 
wOI'd s w hat that little magazin e mean s to me 
and my family. W e a ll jus t can 't wait ti11 the 
other gets t hrough read in g it . I have a little 
gil·1 and boy. rill o nly 24 years myself. But 
h ow I love R UrlAL, RADIO. 

Mrs. Ceo. Lind se y, Route 2, W aco, 
Texas . 

----*-
r eceived my copy o f R URAL RADlO MAGA­

ZINE, and must say that I am crazy about 
RURAL RADIO. It's just the magazin e I have 
been looking for. I ha ve told my friends and 
n eig h bors about it and t. hey say they are going 
t o s ubsc ribe. 

Don't want to miss a s ingle copy. 
Mrs . N. H. A lle n , H azelhurst, Miss. 

-e-
THEY' RE BIGGER NOW, MRS. BRUCE 
T o me, you r magaz in e has only one fault ; 

t h e names under t he small pictures on th e 
margin of some of t he pages cannot be r ead . 
I wo uld appreciate very much if they were 
printed so a s to be r ea dable. 

\V e like t he magazin e very much ; we do not 
wish to mi ss a ny iss ue a s we intend to keep 
e ve ryone. 

Mrs . H . B. Bruce, Mt . Pleasan t, Ind. 

WILL BIND ALL TWELVE ISSUES 
FOR "KEEPS" 

Thank you for the opportunity to subscribe 
to the RURAL RADIO MAGAZI NE. You can coun t 
on me for a life membership. I enjoy every 
word and the pictures are interesting. 

Wh en I get 12 I am going to have them 
bound in o ne gra nd book for my great-grand­
childr en to enjoy-as I e njoy the bound maga ­
zines t h at have bee n hanqed down to m e. 

I live way "out yonder" and a publication 
like R URAL RADIO is just what we need . 

Mrs. P . J . Clark, Sterling Sta., New 
York. 

Mrs . Clark, very shortly we'll oHer a spe­
cial binder in which you can keep every issue 
of Rural Radio . How many other readers 
would like to have one? 

-e-
WHOLE TOWN READS HER COPY! 

My R UHAL RADIO is t he only one I know of 
in t hi s town, and my magazine is passed from 
one family to another. Everybedy enjoys it 
so m uch . W e are all ver y familiar as radio 
listeners to the s tars you have pictured . 

Mrs. Geo . Billings, Stanton, Ky. 
-e-

Would it be a sking t oo much for you to pub­
lish a li st of t he various contests advertised 
over the air each month , giving a few details, 
such as the station. time broadcast and sort 
of contes t it is, such as s logan, jingle, state­
ment, or w hat have you? Contests a r e my 
hobby, but I find often I miss them until too 
Jate to enter a nd a m very much disappointed. 

R. J. E., Grand Rapids, Mich . 
01 course, most contests ar.e suspended 

during the summer. However, in response 
to requests from many readers we are in ­
vestigating the possibility of publishing a 
special Contest Page. 

-e-
I think m y magazine is wonderful. AlI my 

friend s like it very much and enjoy r eading 
it and look ing at the pictures . There is just 
one thing wrong. I wish you would picture 
the whole cast instead of jus t one in the play 
like Mother O'Ne il. You see w e like Dannie 
and w onder what h e looks like too. 

Mrs. Sam R. Sain, Graford, Texas. 
Mrs. Sain will find a picture of the entire 

O'Neil Family in our Round-up picture sec­
tion . 

R eceived my t hird magazine R UR AL RADIO 
and each copy s hows marked improvements, 
and 1 truly enj oy r ead ing it from cover to 
cover. 

You have a page devoted to "Famil y Gos­
s ip" and a "Children's Page," but do n ·t you 
think it would be nice t o have a page for 
"Youth ," or "Young Peop le" w here they could 
ask ques tions, and have them answered? 

Wishing you in t he near future, a rnilJion 
subscriptions , I r emain 

Mrs. E . B. Acker, Bridgeport , Neb . 
We are in the process now of developin g 

a special section devoted to the activities 
and ideals of the 4-H Club boys and girls. 
This will appear s hortly, Mrs. Acker. 

R .URAL RADIO'S REQUEST CORNER 
RURAL RADIO wants to publish the pictures you want most to see. It wants also, to get on the air, the peopl~, the songs, 
thQ information you want most to hear. So this Request Corner will be run in every issue, 
What pictures do you want us to publish in the RURAL RADIO Roundup Section? 
(1) ................ . .... , ... , .. .. (2) ........ . ... .. .... ....... . ... ,., (3) 
What requests have you to make of your favorite program or radio artists? Please give station, name of program or 
artists, time of broadcast. 
(1) (2) (3) 

If more space is needed write us a letter. Signed " ... ,. , ........ , .... , ... . ' .......... " ... , ... , . . 
Address . ..... . , .. " ... .. ,., ... , .. , .. , ...... ... ..... ... . 

.Rural Radio will see to it that your requests reach the prOY1·am or person concerned. . , . Cut out and mail to us: 

RURAL RADIO MACAZINE Nashville, Tennessee 
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SOUNDS OU T FARM SENTIMENT 
Charles Lyon: NBC Chicago announcer, 

equipped with a new "beer-mug" ultra high 
frequency transmitter, interviews several 
prominent stockmen at one of the nation's 
biggest stock exposit io ns during the Nation­
al Farm and Home Hour. Scenes such as 
this are seen frequently at the mo re impor­
tant livestock shows as the Fa rm and H ome 
H our micropho nes are on hand t o "cover" 
the news fo r fa rm listene rs througho ut t he 
country. 

Glenn Snyder speaking by short-wave dur­
ing g round-breaking ce remoni es for WLS' 
new K.W. transmitter, April 12 , 1938. Sny­
der is spea king of,. plans fo r g reater service 
over a wider midwestern a rea through new 
transm itte r. Left of picture, J oh n Baker, 
Special Eve nts Director; Tom Rowe, Chief 
Engineer (at Snyder's right); extreme right, 
"Check" Stafford, who broadcasts farm news 
in the early morning. 
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THE COUNTRY S TOR E 
BARCAINS IN MUSIC! 
Radio Hymns of Edward MacHugh .••.• ,' . 55e, two-$I 

( A s sung by the Gospel Singer OYe r NBC) 
Ra di o Hymns of " Smiling Ed" McConne lL . .. . • .•• . $1 

( Both books with pi ctures. etc. of Singer s) 
Sacred Solos for Low Voice . ..... . ...... Two books- SI 
Sacred Solos for H igh Voi ce . . . . . . .. . . . . Two books- $ I 
Solos & Duets No.3 ( just out-I S5 so ngs) ...... . .. SI 
Stori es of Hymns We Love (by Rud i n) .. .. •........ SI 
Boo k of Radio P oe ms (new co liec ti on) ... . ....... . $ 1.50 

( As heard on programs of not ed Star s) 

Phonograph for Your Home-$9.50 
Beautiful table model. Mahogany fini s h. Extra good 
tone. Plays the new 12" r ecords. 
POPULAR SONGS se nt by mail in a hurry. Name 
the songs wanted. 3 songs SI. One co py 35c. 
NEW RAD IO -S HEET SONGS-1 5c each . 4 songs or 
4 copi es for 50c. Here a rc th e Titl es: " Carry Me 
Hom e to the Dear Old S outh ." " Mother I{i ssed Me in 
a Dream Last Night." " When t he Go lden Bells of 
Heaven Ca ll Us Home." " ,4. mer ica My Own." 

Small Folding Organ-$45.00 
For yo ur home or Studi o. 4-0 ctave keyboard. Very 
sweet to ne. Carry it about like a n Accordi on. 
All items li sted above se nt prepai d. Order by post a l 
money order . Stamps Ol{ for amounts less t han $1. 

If what yo u want is not li st ed here- write fo r it. 

Hardy Music Company 
I' The La tes t in Mus ic-the Qu ic kes t to You" 

57 E. JACKSON ST .. CH ICAGO 

rvl. M. earned $267. t h ree week s. ra is in g 
mus h rooms in cell ar! Except ional, but your 
ce liar. s h ed perhaps su itab le. We b uy 
c rops. Book f r ee. U ni ted, 3 8 48 L incoln 
Ave., Dep t . 296, Ch icago. 

WIN CHEST OF SILVER OR SET 
OF DISHES 

T his is the t hird year t hat t he Family 
Photogr aph Com pan y has gi ven away, a bso­
lutely f r ee. t h ree Chests of Luxor Silver or 
t hree 35-P iece Sets of fi ne Dinner Dishes w it h 
t he w inners' i ni tials on ea ch p iece i n 23 
Karat Gold each week ! All you have to do to 
e n ter is get out a n y li ttle Kodak film s or snap­
shots and mail them in. We w ill e nlarge 
t hem to a f u ll 5x7 inch es and have our artists 
h a nd tint each one in N atu r a l Color Oils. T he 
en t ire cost is 60c for each picture enlarged 
a nd color ed , p lus a few cents postage. A nd 
each week t h e judges select the t hree most 
interes ting pictures for t he awards. Winners 
are n otified on our Gr a nd Ole Opry p r ograms 
each Saturday at 10 :30 a n d by m a il. Our 
specia l p r ocess makes your pictures in to a 
fadeless. perma n en t form t ha t you w ill 
treasu re a lways. Get out t hose li ttle sn apshot. 
rig ht now a n d m a il t h em to us . Send n o 
m oney, pay t he postm an 60c plus a few cents 
postage. Your original r~turned u nharmed. 
We prefer to wor k from Negatives but n o 
extra charge is made for prints. Any p ic­
tu re is a t r easure as t h e year s r oll by but 
a 5x7 h a nd color ed e nla r gem ent will be a j oy 
forever and you may be t he win ner of a fine 
25-Piece Chest of Luxor Silver or a 35-P iece 
Set of Din ner Dish es. Satisfaction srua ran­
teed or mon ey instantly refunded . Be sure and 
tell us color you want t he hair and eyes to 
be. Send your snapshots to Family Photo­
graph Company, Dept. RR-%. 2.11 West E nd 
Avenue. Nashville. Tenn. 

L a dies P e rfum e. L a t es t Odors. Now 25c. 
C. L . Cohoon, Clayton, Mo. 

ANNOUNCINC RURAL RADIO'S DR. FIX-IT! 
He'll Help You Cet Better Radio Reception! 

Write to RURAL RADIO'S Dr_ Fix-It about a n y complaints you have to 
make about radio reception_ 

Of course you mus t be fair with Dr_ Fix-It. 
Is your rad io in good working condition? 
Is your aerial up high ? 
Are the tubes in your set okay? 
If you can answer yes to all these questions, and you are sti ll having trouble 

with the clarity and quality of your radio reception, write Dr_ Fix-It, care Rural 
Radio Magazine, just what your trouble is_ Write fully_ He may b e abl", 
through RURAL RADIO, to help you and your neighbors. 

This Month' s Ques tion: 
Are you having interference when you dial AMERICAN STATIONS from 

s tations located in CUBA o r MEXICO ? 
In othe r words, when you are dialing your favorite American station at a 

certain number on your dia l , when you dial it accurately do y ou still find an­
other station from Cuba or Mexico "crowding it" and interfering with your 
radio r e ception? 

If you do, write Dr. Fix-It all a bout it at once . Y ou'll b e able to help you~­
self and perhaps thousands of others if you write fully of your own experiences_ 

Remember the address: RURAL RADIO MAGAZINE, Nashville, Tenn. 

SUBSCRIBE NOW TO RURAL RADIO • SAVE 16% 
By sending in your money or der for $1.00 you may sub sc r ibe fo r one wh ole year to RURAL RADIO at a cash sav­
ings of 16 pel' cent. 
So pr int your name a nd address plainly on thi s coupon, a t t a ch $1.00 and mail to RURAL RADIO, T hi rd National 
Bank Building, Nash ville, T ennessee. 
Dear Friends: 

I like RURAL RADIO a nd I wa nt to save money. 
Enclosed is my $1.00 for a year's subscription. Y ou are to send t he next twelve issues of R URAL RADIO to 

Na me 

Street Addr ess or RFD 

Town State 
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1939 ALL STEEL 

HY TOWER 
6 VOLT 

CHARGER 
ELECTRIC LIGHTS 

AND 

RADIO POWER 
FROM THE 

FREE WIND! • 

ASK YOUR LOCAL RAD10$2950 DEALER HOW YOU 
CAN OBTAIN THIS .. 

HY TOWER 6 VOLT CHARGER 

~RLY $1750 OR WRITE 

TO US 

FEATURES 
THAT MAKE HY-TOWER THE FARMER'S CHOICE 

• All steel construction. 
• Hy-Torque copper sheathed six-foot balanced propeUer. 
• Heavy duty third brush control air·coole" generator. 
• InternatioMlly famous Dunn "slip the damaging excess wind " 

governor. 
• New discovery I Ba4 of center pivoting and double adion shock 

absorber governor spring elim·inates vibration. 
• Rubber cushion generator rest. 
• Electrically welded all steel main frame . Strong . c.mpaC+. 
• Direct< dewn pull easy action throwout yoke. 
• Steel turntable pipe and mast head close fitted to p revent vi-

bration. 
• Ball bearing t urntable inc .. eases watt output. 
• Full floating , self-adjusting. lifetime collector ring . 
• Four-legged all steel Hy-Tower evenly divides strain on gabl e 

roofs. Reduces operating noise . 

FREE POWER! 
G ive your family th e comfort and convenience of electric lights 
and modern radio reception with " POWER FROM THE FREE 
WIND." Ask your loca l radio dealer about this charger and the 
new a11 ·wave all-electric farm radio or write direct to 

PARRiS-DuNN CORPORATION 
TWENTY YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL MANUFACTURING 

CLARINDA IOWA 



This file including all text and images are from scans of a private 
personal collection and have been scanned for archival and research 
purposes . This file may be freely distributed, but not sold on ebay 
or on any commercial sites , catalogs , booths or kiosks , either as reprints 
or by electronic methods . This file may be downloaded without charge 
from the Radio Researchers Group website at http://www.otrr .org/ 

Please help in the preservation of old time radio by supporting legitimate 
organizations who strive to preserve and restore the programs and related 
information . 


