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*df_ BELIEVE IT ORINOT - ROBERT.L. RIPLEY - MARCH 6, 194k s
Greetings, everyone, and welcoms!
If you heard Gab&iel Hegtter and his expert_analysis
of the news tonlght, you know that the Eighth Alr Foroe
hae been all out over the continent for the last
forty-eight hours. American flown Liberstors heve
pombed Berlin and Hitler's air bases at Cognac aﬁd

Bergerac in southwest Frence. Well, there are many

Believe It or Nots in both Bergersc and Cognec. In
the City Hall of Cognac, that's where Brandy comes
from, I =aw é strange relic, It i¢ the shaved-off
beard of King Louia the sevénth of'France; the famous
king who merried Queen Fleanor. King Louils sported
a fine looking beard, but one of the Ladies-in-Waiting
Auggested to the King that ke might lock younger
without the beard, so the King shaved 1t off. When
Quesn Eleanor saw her besrdless husband, she exclaimed,
"I thought I married & man, not & boy!" So the Queeﬁ
diverced him. She married Henry.the gecond of England,
and Eleancr tcok back nearlj all of Southwestern France
from Louis the Eeventh'aﬁd gave it to her new husband,
Henry II, who did have whiskers. And that caused the
‘three hundred years war between England and France..and
a1l becaguze of a King's.Beard. Qur flierz also bombed
. the town of Bergersc, that's where Cyreno, you know the
man with the "long noee“,-cbmes from. HNow here in this
plece iz the "Petrifying Fountain" of St. Astier.
 Anything thrown intb the Fountain beccmes 88 hard ar
stone within a few hours. Young women bring their

bridal bouguets and throw them intc the Fountain where

the flowere Turn to stcone and laest forever.
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i And nearby is the famous stone "Bridge of the Crooked
Eivow", It was built in the time of Cyrano. de Bergerac
to commemorate his greategt feat of strength.and.
endurance. He once held a.beaker full of wine to

‘his 111::q and he held it there, with his elbow crooked

for a full twelve kours without once tantlng the wine.

BELIEVE IT OR NOCTI
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Bob Ripley will be back in just a moment. (PAUSE)
Smokers , it's.easy-to identify PELL.MELL'S Modern Design.
' The evidence is clear. The minute you look at a
PELL MELL you see PELL MELL'S greater length. That's

Modern Design. And when you light your cigarette,

you can gee that PELL MELL'S greaber 1enghth travels
the smoke further - ovér a twenty per cent longer

route of PELL MELL'S traditiorelly fine tobaccos.

PELL MELL'S greater length fillters the smoke paturally -

diminishea hest and bite on the »ay - glves you a

cooler, smoother, better-tastihg smoke. Ladiss and
gentlemen, belleve the evidence of your own eyes.

PELL MELL gives you visible proof of its advantage to

smokers. Your eye tells why. FELL MELL'S Moderr
Design f;lters‘the smcke - gives'it that_cooler,

smoother taste.

(SCENE SETTER - FADE FOR)
AND HERE HE IS AGAIN -- BCB RIPLEY!
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Juﬂ% a few years 8g0, Africa was 8 land as remote as Marz

hundreds of thoysand
i F Aerican hoya

to moat Apericang. But today,
ynow Africa az intimately éé the home townz they left
behind. Africa - éﬁﬁ@pﬁaiﬁ—a—wefid—ewag - is now just
Libblo—mone—then an overnight hop by airplane from the
United State Yes -~ Africa is no longer the dark
some twenly years &go
continent - but when I visited Afrlca for the firet timeg,
it was a land of mystery -~ as strange as the Belleve It
0r Not I'm going fo sketeh for you tonight...
(SNEAKS)
The time - Octobe;fg’st, 1809. The‘izgigg»swgtthew" is
operating of f the coast of Mewts Africa.t As cur scene
openg, the "Metthew's" first mate, Mr, Colline, comes
| to the bridge. He reports {o the skipper.
Captain Riehardson,'sir..,
we——, o2, N1, Céllins..
‘Captain, the lookout reports a strange substance floating
just ahesd of us.. -
Hrm. ..let me put the glases on it... |
Can you make it aqut, sir? .
No..not exactly.,.looks like & lot of barrels floating
in the water,.. |
Berrels, sir?
fo, wait, -Feemisksdes - By Georze, Mr. Collins - I
think it)ﬂk - beéswax - the African beeswsx that brinze

a good price in New England...

3hall we take it aboard and have a locok, =ir?
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Right, Mr. Collins - have it gathered up - we'll have a
100k at it!
{BRITGE)

(CREAK OF PULLEYS - ROPE ETC.)

Hmmm;.I don't knoﬁ quite what to make of it, Mr. Collins..
e certainly not beeswax; is it, Captain.

No.. |

what shall we do with it, sir?

Throw it overboard,ﬁﬂréﬂ@s&éént..

Very good, eir - (CAILS) A1l right, men - throw it all
back cver the zidel

%YITF%%EElSPHASHEs THROUGH FOLLOWING )

Strenge locking ﬂtuff, slr..

Yes, Mrrﬂibéaéns - «omehow I have the feeling it ought
to be good for 80mething. q&§§?§°it he a good ideaz 1o
keep juet a little of 117

What for, Mr. Collinz.. _

Well, it does have =ome of the look of beeawax - maybe
1t could be uged for leather work or on the salls and
boats... _
Hmmmm..yes...perhaﬁs you' re right,4ﬁp=ﬁiﬁﬁhhﬁh- pasa the
word to keep aome of the stﬁff,.
. Aye, gye, sir - I'll see to 1t at once..

{BRID}E}

(FADING ) A1l rlght men - that will be abeut enough -

we'll keep the rest of the stuff aboard..,
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(OFF) Mp. Collins, sir %c ING ON') Lock at this =
therets a bottle here in this bateh of stuff - a bottle
#ith 8 piece of writing in it... '
give it to me, Barker -

’

aAye, 878, Sir...

Look at thie, Captain Richardson,-ﬁni
(FADING IN) Yes, WrreSuthdme - what iz 1t
A curious thing, sir - here's @ bottle with messagé
in it - got stuck in some of thi=z heeswax cr whatever
the stuff is= - _
Weil, let's mee what 1t has to.say - break it oper,
i s, | .
Aye, aye, gir...
(CRASH OF A BREAKTXC BOTTLE) |
Here you are, sir.;.
(RUSTLE OF PAPER)
Let's have & look - teomom, . LIS dated January 4, 1868..
1868, sir? Why, that means the bottle'q been floatinD
around in the gea for thir¢y~one ‘yeara..
Yoz, Mr. GOlllnS..Well lettle zee what it qay
(READING) "Aboard the bark "Deademona” - bound £ rom
Iiverpool 1o chbay.' Thig iz to notify all and sundry
that tﬁe wife of Captain Ceorge Dealandes zave birth to
a healthy hoy aboard the Desdemona on thig voyage.
" Captaln Deglandes 1g not abcard - having remained home
on the Isle of Jersey - if aﬁy one finds thig message,

pleace conmunicate with the father.”
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(LAUGHS) Hah, that's a good one - the baby's thirty-one
year's 0ld now... _
'Yes, Mr. Collins - it'e rather late for congratulatlonh..
He. .gueer sort of paper this chaplused to write the
message on..
Aye, sir - 1oo£s slmost 1ike a page torn out of a bible..
No, Mr, Collins...it looks more like 8 dictionary..yes,
like a dietionary... ' .
A dictionary, sir?
Yes, I can'make out & definition here...it looke like
a-w-b-e-r-g-r~i-g....yes, that's it - ambergrig.... 8
fatty subatance of ash-grey color...foundlin lumpa
- weighing {rom half an ounce to one hundred poundh...

usually found floating in the =ea. Very valuabls.’

R T L, P R R ey * . 2
4.1\..", B B J.J.él‘.‘l’t. B it o g = o - LR ]

ﬁun Anhergrl 8. . Imomm. dontt believe I've ever seen
CAPTAIN:
ST Yy i WA(EXPLODES) Great Juwpin' Juplter,

Mr. Collinsl____—

pra. aip -~ . dil ¥ il |

Whede——ro— T e —Mr—getiine, -¥fhat stuff we picked up
! was . o
-=that stuff I, thougbﬁ4beeqwax ~ that's gmbergrie!

Ambergriel Bué, we've thrown most bf.it overboard...

" Pick it up agaiﬁ! Step lively there, Mr, Collins! The
gtuff's worth 8 fortunél | ,

Aye, aye, sir (CALLS.,ON FADE} A1l right, wen = haul all
that stuff back on board - that stuff is ambergris - |
every bit as good as gold!
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(BRIDGE )

Yos, ladies and gentlemen, that ambergris wag as good &8
: ‘as it is

gold. Ambergric e then - o IS todayh- used ag a

rase in the manufacture of rars and expenzive peffumes.

Wnen Captain Richardson and his crew roached port they

were paid sixty thousand pounds or thres hundred thousand

_ that
dollars in our money for the ambergris&they had found.

- T fo think thet
g faniunoshaawiida, - And, Captain Richardson and hisg

A
: when
crew were about to throw away this fortune - s thay

foungy & bothle which had drifted on the ocean waves for

thirty-one years.Entanglad with the ambergr??} rﬁn:¥ge

note in this bottle was written on the very page of &

dictionary which described ambergris and this is the
only way they knew they had discovered a fortune!
BELIEVE IT OR NOT!

. (APPLAUSE)
(PLAY-OFF)
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Now here's Don Hancock? _ '
ladies and gentlemen, are you still smoking old-fashioned
short cigarettes? Then here is a test that will surprise
you. See what happens the first time you light a |
PELL MELL. Unconsclously, you hold the match a hglf
inch c¢losgser to yoﬁr face than you have to -- a good
nelf inch inside the tip of your PELL MELL. That means

you've discovered Modern Design --something a ‘ghort

cigarette can't possibly give you. Now smoke that
PELL MELL -- see what Modern Design does for you.
From the very first puff, PELL MELL'S éreater length
travels the smoke further - diminishes heat and bite
on the way. PELL MELL'S greater lsngth filters the

smoke paturally cver a twenty per cent longer route

of PELL MELL'S traditlionally fine tobaccos. That's
Madern Design -- PELL MELL'S Modern Design. It

filters the smcke - gives it that cooler, smoother

taste.
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("ALL FOR ONE" -~ FADE FCR) ’
A1l for cne and one for all. Yes, that's the.way we're
going to win thﬁgwar. Ovef there, all together
fighting for Victory. Cver here, all together working
for Victgry - the Victory symbollzed by the letter et -
the samwe letter "V you see on every package of your
PELL MELL eigarettes!
(UP FULL AND OUT) |
And here are Bob Ripley's answers td the V-Mail letters
from our boys in the service.
All_right, Den = fire away.
f%gf flrst letter is from Sgt. Philip Beers, who asks,
"Can you tell we and my buddies, which i the largest
war memorial in tae world?" '

Yes

4Th_e 1argest war memorial 1n the world 1s the one

on the field o nder th
ﬁnH9é%9&—a%39gg%pvai¥£ﬁ%§ne§72¥ﬁ;%%§§i The monument

bhears the names of seventy?three thousand, fpur hundred
and thirteen British soldiers. BELIEVE IT OR NOT! ”
Tech. Sgt. Chris Jarland writes: "We've been arguing
about the 3tatus of Liberty. Wés the statuse modeled.
after a real woman or is it complétely out of the
sculptor's imagiﬁation?h

Well .

ATbe aculpter Bartholdi wanted to portray a woman of the
people to represent France and the United States and the
apirit of Liberty that unites gg;&%..so he used as a
model tbe servant in his housenold 5 Paris...and £hed
‘servant never knew that she had been immeortallgzed In

this great statue. Believe It Or Not!
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o Corporal Basll Dodd writes: 'We all say we're

fighting for Uncle Sam. Can you tell me why our

country is always referred to as 'Uncle Sam?'"

Yes, Corporal Dodd...The original Uncle Sam was

Samuel Wilson, of Trocy, New York. He was a lanky,

vigorous old Yankee, with characteristic whlte

whiskéers,+During the war of 1812, he was inspecter
fondly _

of war suppliesé and the soldiers a=a called hiw

An : o ’
"nele Sam”, (When they saw the boxes of militery
o A thought
gupplies stamped "U.S.", they Iokingds ircpaiet 11

_ . Sam Wilson's
stood for "ele Sam'. .esws 20 both ke name and ass-

face caeme to symbolize "Uncle Sam'.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT!

(PLAY OFF)
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Kow - onh with the hunt . Herefs Bob with the anewer to
tast Friday's Believe It Or Not. Remewher, Bob, your
quegtion was "Where is there a city in which every house,
every plece of fuwniture - even ths doors and ceilings
are made out of coummon table salt?"
That e right, Don -.anﬁ the city iz Fachi in Nigsria, '
West Africa, Nearby ére.the famous salt quarrie. out of

which the natives carys glgantic blocks of ealt’ which a2l

. These houses might very well stg
uqeﬁ g2 bulilding material. it—ﬂevef—aa&as-Sheﬁe-e?ﬂ&ié

for a thousand years bscause it never ralns tnere. However, the only

= Merranc) e -y - ; Fademt

dazfer is from eattle, because as you know, cattle like salt and if
£ ﬂcl‘!{‘; 3 - . Erl 27—, L= M

they were to llck_at the_walls to satlsfy uhElr crav1ng for Sult that

would be the end of the houses.
- = RELIEVE IT OR NCT ...IT & TRUE'

whet bave you for us

Well, Bob - BAYE Jolednodoo queqtion-we~e&ﬁ-ge to work
on tonight? _

Well automobile
¥es., Don - and here it 1=, Where ig a maroon sesee

given divine honorq°
¥ell, I know

Tet!s see now - raroen iz & deep red color - amiES—eoupoy

SF G Beem—ia—apabomebide -~ but that doesn't help me very

much,

Weal, Don. I'1l bs back with the answer tomorrow night,
automobile

There really is a. couvtrv, where a maroon eowee 12

given divine honorz. And that country is very much in

the news these days - BELIEVE IT CR NOT!
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amokers, whenever you buy ciparettes, remember - FELL
MELL'S Modern Design gives you two important penefits.
First, PELL MEIL'S greater length travels the smoke

further, diminishes heat and pite on the way. Second,

PELL MELL'S greater length filtera the smoke, gives 1t

that cooler, smoothsr taqte Thet'!s why, wherever

particuLar people congregats, Jou 266 FELL MELL -in
the smart red Q§ KBgo. '

(T THEME = "A HUNTING” FATE FOR)

Thig is Don Hancook raminding vou to llsten in tomorrow

night when FELIL MELL Famous Cigarettes, the cigarette
of VModern Design, will again present, . BELIEVE IT OR NQP-
B(CB RIPLEY!

{(APPLAUSE FULL)

(PHEME - "& HUNTING" - FULL UP TO CUE)

THIS IS WUTUAL.



