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ANNOR: ' Birdie MoKeester had been dsy-dresming behind the
reception desk at Tyler, nﬁi, Aimaish} and O'Rourke
for neaxly a year when Mr. Tyler made an amaging
disocovery. It all ocame about becsuse Mr. Tyler's
secretary was at home with & severs cass of prickly

heat,  And 50 sheken was Mr. Tyler by his discovery
Abat he felt sbliged to o1l an immediste mesting

PYLERS Gentlomen. (CLEAR PHROAT) I wonder if you are awsxe
that the firm of Tyler, Flint, Standish and O'Rourke ~
a firm noted Tor its thoroughgoing efficiency down ta
the smallest detail -~ has in its employ & young women
who ocan type only twenty-two and one~halfl woxrds per

ainute,
FLINTS
wmmx: Inorediblel
STANDISH:  Are you sure?
PYLER: Beyond the shadew of a doubt. I have here on my desk E

& letter which I gave her to type two hours ago. Two
hours, mind you. Shs just brought it in...(ACCUSIKGEY)
and with three exaswres.

FLINTs I just cam't believe it.

STANDIBH: It deem 't seom possible.

O ROURKE: Bt who is she?
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FLINS:
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OYROURKBY
STANDISH:

TYLEm

STANDISH:
TYLER:
0! ROURKE:

FLINT:
TYLER:
FLIR%'s

TYIER1
FLIND:
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The young woman 1 refexr to oecupies the reception desk
in our outer office. A ms.uaMno'mmo Yeos,
thatts it. Birdie McKeester.

UcKeestexr?
. NeKsestexr?
v mﬁ' L E RN

The name means nothing te you?

Absolutely nothing.

Pirst time I ever heard i%.

I '@e knew a Milliesnt McKeester in Wayokaneta, Ohlo,
Pat -

" Come, em; now, gentlemen, Certainly sme of you knows

this Miss NcKeester...becsuse one of you must have hired

her,

" Hot I.

¥or I.

¥ell, O'Rourke? |

(EURT) You know me better than that. I wowldn't hire
even an Irish lass who could type only twenty-twe and
a hal? words a minute,

. Paaxm, Strange,

’yl”:- s

 Yeg?

You don't suppose she could have been planted here.,.
88 a pubversive element?

Oh, I hardly think...

I know it seems f@-ﬁhhed. 8ti11 ~ one can'%t be teo
ewxgful. And it's just the sort of trick Flavin,
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Hepplewaite, Pringle and MoGrew would pull.
{WY) Yes.eo

I have 14t Why don't we ask m young lady. herself?

She ought te kmow who hired her.

A splenaid ides, Standish, There's nothing like going

%o the sowrce.

UP BRIEFLY, THER QUT NOR...

{SWBETLY) You wanted %o see me, Mr. Tyler?

Ehat*a right, Niss.,  Miss,..

Mnmr. Birdie lcxeum, after my Aunt Birdie on

ny wother's side.

Uh - yes. XNow, Miss !am. thexe are a Tew amatiens
I should like to ask you. |

¥ell, you just go right ahead, Mr. Tyler. I shall be

glad to help you out in sny way I gan,

(CIBARS THROAT) ?irst of all, Miss lcxmw, how lomg

have yeu been working here?

I1'11 be & year next month, Thatts the longest 1've

ever worked mwlnm.

I have no doubdbt of it. New...de you recall who it was

who hired youn?

Well...nodody hired mu..‘m' the proper sease of the
word, |

Oh, but surely... ,
Woll..,you see...1t all csme sbout booa#sa of my girl
fyriend, Mercedes ¥cMaliy...

No¥ulty? That nane sounds Temilier,..
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Ot ROURKEt

BIRDIE:
TYLRR:
BIRYIRs

TYLER

BIRDIN:

TYLER:
BIRDIEY

'0f course, I hired her myself two years #go. Excellent

girl. Averaged well over a hundred words per mimute.

" _And es true a friend as you'@ find anywhere.
" Yes, I'm sure of ‘Ghufh Buk m -

| Well...just a year isa next month Mercedes! grandmothex
" @ied up in Poughkeepsie. And Mercedes asked me if I'd

sit in for her while she was gone. She said there was
nothing to it. All I'd have to do was say...good
morning, Mr. Tyler, good morning, Mr. Flint, good
morning, Mr., Standish, good mmias, ¥r, O'Rourke ..
and answexr the phone a few times.

hat simple, eh?

Yes, sir. And that's just the way i%'e been, too.
Until this moxning, that is. You know it wes & resl
sarprise to me when you handed me that letter te
type.

Yes, it must have been,

Oh, but new don't you spolegize, Mr, Tyler. Iike I
uid; I'm just gled to help out, I want you to feel

. free to osll on me any time you like.

Uh - thank you. But - if you don't mind my asking -
just what becsme of NMiss MoNulty?

Oh,..that. Well, it was at the funersl...oh, and it
was & grand funeral, gentlemen, MNMercerdes m me
about it. Flewers all over the place and not a &ry
eye in the house.

 Yes, yes, but -
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FYLERS

" ¥ell, it was at the funeral that she met this young

man, (DRBAMILY) It was love at first sight, gentlemen,
80...a0ter 8 dscent interval out of respect to her
grandmothexr, rest her soeul,..they were marﬁria&.

And you just -~ sHayed on?

 Well, I thought 1t was only right, After all, I'd

promised Mercedes I'd sit in for t1ll she came back,
hadn't I? |

¥oll...yes, but -

" And I haven'+t minded it one 1little bit, really I haven't,

So you needn't trouble yourself over that.

' I ses. Uh - thank you, Migs MeKesster, I think -

that w11l e alle..for now,

Yes, sir, _

POOPSXEPS, THEN STOP, DOOR OPEN

(OFP. SLIGHTLY) And it's been a real pleasure talking
to all you gantlemen.

DOOR CLOSE

(APPER PAUSE) She will, of ocourse, have to be
dismissed.

Naturally.

Oh, of course.

(8IGH) I suppose she must., , |
You kmow, though, Tylex...as receptionist she isn't
called uptm to do much typinmg, What I mean is..,

ghe was here nearly a yesr before the occasion arose...
Ah, but it 414 arise, 4idn't 1t
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 Well, yoB...
. %here you sre then.

{PAUSB) Ohhh,..drat it all, it -
it*s the prineiple of the thing, can't you see that?

Wetve spant years bullding a repntation for a high

standard of efficiency smong our employees. MNiss

" McKeester...simply does not measure up.

Yes, 1 guess you're right at that., Twenty-two words
2 minutel If wind of that ever got sxround...
Please...let's not even think sbout it,

Well, that's ‘tjhat then, Youtll -tcll her, I suppose?
ve - S | _

I just thought - well - you drought the matter wp in
the first place...and you sxe the senior partner,

‘I fail to see what that has to d4¢ with it,

But who iz going to tell her themt

.Well, I had thought I'd twan the matier over to

whichever one of you hired her., However, NowW.,.Wl...
yes...it does pose a prodlem,

I suppose we gould Llip Lfor it.

O'Rourke was the one who hired Miss
Nekilty...so indireotly, at least, het's responsidble
Toreee

Exactly.

Pt I - |

Nonsense, You're the legical one, O'Rowrke, You
n@y speak to Miss NMoKesster in the morning.

UPF FULL, THEN OUF POR...



PAREWELL 20 BIRIIER xc' KERBSTER

0? ROURKEs
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BIRDIE:
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BIRIIE:
Ot ROURKE:
BIRIMIE:

" VERY SLOW ONE-FINGER TYPING
 Uh - good morning, Miss McKeester,

TYPING STOP ,
Oh, ¥r. O'Rourkel You wers so quiet I didn't evem
hear you come in. And you're early, aren't you?
Well...the fact is, Birdie...Miss McKeester...I
m«:mé if T venld have a word with ;ron; |

Why, I can't think of anything I'd enjoy mere.
(HOPEFULLY) Of ocourse, if you're too busy...

Oh, goedness, nol %o tell you the honest truth, there's
many & day mn I'm herd put to keep myself occoupled
t111 1t's time to go home.

oh.

If you don't mind my saying se, Mr, O'Rourke, you're
looking very fit this morning. That's a new tie, isn't
i¢? |

Whyy Yyos...Ye8, it 18, You like it?

Indeed I do., There's & color that really does you

justice.

My wife gave it to me for our anniversaxry.

Did she now? Well, you're a luocky man,
of true love when a wife picks out a tie that looks
well on her husband,

It's a sign

© I% 18t

(SOLEMNLY) X sure sign.
Well, I'1]1 have to tell Margaret that.
Den't tell me yowr wife's name is Margaret?
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| Why; yes ~ ,
 Wny, that was my omn dear mother's name, rest her soul.
~ From Comty Cerk she wes, o
 Is that a fact? My father came from Oork. That was
| a good many years ago, of course, A
You don't mean ittt .
| fo‘h{, yes, indeed. Jemie O'Rourke from County Cork
 they used %o call him, .
' Well, there’s no denying i%'s e emall world. Oh, my

goodness, look at the time, ' Here I've been going on
like the ohatterbox I am and I haven't even got this
mail sorved. But never mind, Mr, O'Rourke, you oan
stop by later and tell me what you wanted teo say.

UP BRIEFLY, THEN OUT FOR... |

DOOR CLOSE

(JOVIALLY) *Morning, Standish.

Good morming,

*Morning, O'Rourke.

(GLUMLY) Geod morning,

Well, what's the matter with you? Out on the wrong

side of bed? Oh - say, you'd bdetter get the employment
agency on the phone first thing about a rerlacement Tor
Miss MoKeester.

Tyler...

Yes?

I » I haventt exactly told Miss MoKsester yet that ahe's
leaving us, |
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Whatd
The fact of the matter is, Tylex, I think this may
take & little more time than we had thought.

) ¥ore time? What do you mesn? What's so di:ﬁimlt

sbout telling an employee that her services are no
longex required? Done every day. |

I know, And it scunds easy when you say 1%, but -
I'm dissppeinted in you, O'Rowrke. I'm afraid I have
mmi&bﬁwmemmﬂxtmﬂuwu%
Standish, |

I’roginzm I'm depending on you %o speak to Miss
¥cKeester in the morning.

UP FULL, THEE OUT POR...

ONE~-FINGER TYPING

Good morning, Miss McKeester.

TYPING 5TOY

Why, good morning, Mr, Standish. How are you today?
W¥hatt Oh, fine, fine...just fine,

well, I'm glad %o hear that.

Miss ¥coKeester, Are you - gre you quite haypy working

for us?
(TOUCHED) Why, Mr. Standish, hew thoughtful ef you te
ask. But don't you ever worry. I wouldn't drsem of
working anywhere but here,

You - wouldn't? 7

Why, Dless you, ne., I1I'd be an nngra‘,tom fool if Y dia,

Page 9
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. after all the kindness you gentlemen have showed me.
. 8topping by to talk to me in the mernlng the way you

do, taking such an interest., I deslare, Itve never
seen the likes of it. - |

YeBes wellaeoe

Oh, ¥r. Standish, something fell out of your pockets.
¥hat? Oh., Oh, dear, I forgot all abeut that, Young
Jeekie asked me to mail it. It's some box tops he's
sending in for sn Atomic Decoding Ring or some such
thidg. You know how boys are.

You have & sen? I didn't Xnow that.

Oh, wy yes, I have three.

. Well, isntt that grand? (PAUSE)} You - wouldntt

happen to have & pletwre of them, would you?

Well...as a matter of fagt, 1 do have a couple of
snepshots -

Oh, would you mind letting me see them?

Why, no - not at all. They're right in my wallet here,
Thexre. That one was taken at camp last summer and this
is out in front of owr house. |

Ahhh,, ,wbat fine, husky lades they are. And every one

the spittin' image of his father.

You « think they take slfter me?

You cen ask that{ Why, I'd knew them anywhere for
yours. :

(DRLIGHTED) Really?t Furmy thing is most people think

~ that Rormie especially - he's the one in the middle
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" here « Tavors his motherts sides of the femily.

Well, of gourse, I don't know your wife, buil therets
no mistaking the set of that ¢hin, And about the eyes
that young man is his father a’li over agsin, l'

¥Well, now, thatts interesting, Yes, indeed, that is
m‘zms‘tins.v of oourse, I don't like to get inte any
arguments with my in-lews, but the fact is, I have

always been of the private opinion that -

DOOR OPEN ARD CIOSR ON LAST SFRECH

{(I0I1¥) I bhope I'm net interyupting snything.

Oh, . good moxming, Nr. Tyler. '

Good morning, Mise McKeester. Well, Standish?

Bhesel = that is - I was jJust ebout to go into my
office, |

¥ait a minute, ¥Mr. Standish, You forget your pictures,
UP BRIEFLY, THEN OUT FOR...

I wonder if you realise, Standish, the spectacle you

were making of yourself when I walked in the doorx.

Snmpshots all over the p'uec and you leaning soross

 Wips NMcKeester's @esk like a...n silly, goggle-eyed

boy of sixteen,

Was it -« really that dad?

¥orss., Nuch worse, An& on oy of that, Niss MeKeestex
has Btill net been informed of her dismissal.

I know, I now..,

Whet in the devil iz happening to this firm? We've
hired and Lisdd hundreds of psople since we started in
business, And now - faced with the simple, clear-cut
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FLINT:
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FLIRDs

task of discharging a highly hcﬁiaunt young woman,
you and O'ROWXEe...c..e.s Flint] |

Yeu?

(WITH EIABORATE SARCAS) Do you think that you could
face the formidsble Miss MoKeester and tell her im plainm,
wsm‘ﬂo English that she is M?

¥ell, I ~ I don'% see why not...

All right. I want you to spesk te Miss NeKeester in

' the morning. And this time I want resultsi

UP FULL, THEN OUT FOR...

ONE-FINGER TYPING, THEN STOP AS DOOR OPENS AND CLOSES
FIRNLY | |

Why, M¥, Flintl I declare I never did see sush
gontlemen for getting down to the office at the corack
of dawn, s0 to speak, Iﬁ!s no wondexr you've made a
sucecess of m“;

(CUTTING IN) MNiss MoKeester - I shall be brief.

By &l) means 8o, if 1t pleases ym.v |

You mnderstand I apaﬁ: not for myself alons but fexr
the entire n:m' of Tyler, Flint, Standish and O'Rourke.

" That must be a dreadful big respensibility.

Th - yes., We want you to knew, Miss NcKeester, that
we ~ all of us, that is...%yler, Standish and O'Rourke
as well a8 myself - we are not unappreciative of the
faet that you have been with us for nesrly a year.

"And - slthough your association with this fire did

come about somewhat by aceident - we assume that yom
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' have sexved us to the best of your ability. How-
 Plesse, Nr. Plin%, don't go om. '

I beg your pardon?
If 4t's a raise you're after giving me, 1 can't let

yoil de i%.

But, ¥iss McKeester, I ~ that is -~ please - you don't
understand -

I mmma that youtre the dearest, kindest gentlemen
in all the world, And it's exaotly beesuse of that that
I wouldn't feel right sbout letting you pay me any mere
money. I gttnloxigvm nicely on what I meke now and
I'm meking every cemt of what I'm worth - maybe more.
Robody kmows that better than I,

"~ Well, I « I don'% quite know what to say -

You just thank the rest of the gentlemen for their kind
thoughts dut tell them I eonldn't accept a raise.

That will certeinly come as a great surprise to them,
Well, now, I'm sure they!'ll see my way of 4t if youtll
Just explain. Mr, Flint - would you twxrn this way a

N > 5

¥oat? Oh. |

There - just what I thought. The bottem button on your
coat is hanging on by only s thread,

Oh - s0 it is. I hedn't noticed,

You'll lose it sure dafore the dey is out 1if it isn't
Tixed, |

Yes, I'1l have to stop by the tailorts.
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" Why, you'll do no such thing. I have & needle and
 thread right here in my purse. |

lw, that isn't necessary, !!iuﬁ .taxtem, rgally -

Oh, I oan have it fixed in less time than 1t tskes

to argue sbout it. Stand a little closer here, will
you now?

 Well...all right.

There -~ that's fine.

1 guess this 1z what comes of being a bachslor, en?
You - a bachslex? Well, now, that!'s hord to bellieve.
It seems to me that some nice woman wonldhve set her
¢ap long sgo for & fine looking man like yourself,
Well, I~ 1 u# engaged at one time, Her name was
Caroline, (SICH) But she decided in favor of someons
else,

Nol Why, the dear lady must have lost hold of her
senses, |

Oh, she seemed very sure of herself. (RELUCTANLY) He
was a rather dashing chap - a :m-nitnrs salesman.

4 poor chelce, if you ask me. And I'11 bet she regrets
it to this day. |

Well, I don't know about thet...

- Thers you are. That button won't be coming loese foxr

a good long while,

¢h, thank you. Thank you very mueh,

It was no trouble at ull.

You know,,..it's 0dd that the subjeet of Caroline should
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- come up., It just happems, you see, that she was left
- & widow three years ago. IAnd it has occurred to me

recently that it mizht not be out of order for me %o ~
well ~ call on her, at any rate.

‘Why, I den't think you should have a doudt in the

A vorld,

After all, wa were fyiends et one tiia, a8 1 said,

And we're both elder,..and wisexr now, sc 1 dxresa.y

we could let hygoms by barmu.

0f ocourse you could, Why, 4t's & oryin' sheme to let
the ‘poar, dear lady sit there all alome...

Well, she's not exmctly alone, She has three children..
Ah, but 1t's not the same. It's not the seme thing

at all, and you know very well it isn*+t.

You « ‘you think I should get in touch with hexr then?
Way, it's the only decent, friendly thing to do.

You're right. By George, you're right., I'm goint out
and call her this very minute. Why - who knows - I might
even have luneh with her.

- UP MEL, THEN OUT FOR.,.

Niss Jolm=ont Kmm*t Flint come in yet?

le. ¥r. ®yler,

Heve you tried to rewch him azein?

Wetve been eailing his home all day, sir, but there's no
answer,

(USBER HIS BREATH) Zhe cewardt (ALOUD) What time is
1%, Miss Johnson?
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TYLRRY
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BIRDIEs

PYLERS

BIRDIBs

- A quarter of five, Mx, Tyler.

Ie ¥ies NMeKeester still at her desk?
Yes, sir. She doesn't leave wntil five, sir.
Very well. Send her inmto my office, (HALF PO HIWSELF)

-~ I'11 settle this thing once and for alll
UP PULL, THER CHANGE 0 DINNER WUSIC, HOLD UNIER NEXT

SCERB
VI‘& was so sweet of you, ¥r. Tyler, to ask me out to

. dinner.

Fot at all, I « uh - I think it's usually easier te
talk in a congenial atmosphere.

Oh, it is, There's nothing I;ke 8 good meel to loosen
ur the tongue. | |
Uh - Miss MoKesster. I heve always been of the opinion
that when something had to be said, it was better to
come right out snd say it and not beat around the bush,

You must have loeked into my mind, ¥Mr. Tyler, for I was

thinking that very thing, myself,

You were?

~ Yes, mir, And you're right%. I can't put it off any

longer. Oh, I've been trying to tell you or one of the
other gentlemen for over & week now, But you've all
been 8¢ good to me, heaping kindness upen kindness...

I just couldn't find the heart te do it.

I~ Itm afraid I dontt guite follow you.

Well, like you said, Mr. Tyler, no good can ecome of
beating around the bush, so I'll eome right out with
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1%, (PAUSE) The bare fact of the matter is...I'll

. have to be leaving you soon,

I hope you wen't think oo harshly of me. I+t ien't

that I'm ungrateful or dissatisfied. It's Jjust that
Tim{ -~ he's my young man - Tim¢ has been after me te

- marry him for three monthe now, and I finally set the

éate for m week Lrom next Thursday.
I~ just - ean't ~ believe it,
I know, sir. I wes afraid youl'd take it pretty hard,

Bat.den't you woxrry now, I'm sure things!ll all woxrk

out Tor the dest,

UP FULL, THEX OUT FOR,..

I think you gentlemen will be interested 4o know that
after this week, Xiss McKeestexr will no longer be with
us.

(PART AMAZEMERT, PART DISAPPOINTEENT) - Ahhht

You told heré v

If you - 4f you don't mind my wm'. Tyler, just how

- did you finally dresk it to her?

Pirmness of purpose, naturally. Keep your goal in
sight and let nothing step you. (PAUSE) However, I
adnlt thet my task was made somewhat easier by the
fact that Miss MeKcester is planning %o be Mieé
shortly. ‘
¥ell, what do you know?t ~

Isn't that nice? |
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1 hepe hets good encugh for her.
Yos. ¥ell, that brings me to my reasm for calling

| this meeting. In view of the faci that ¥ise Eel«sm
will have been with us £OTs + J0SETLY 8 yE8Yewol thought

perhaps 1% would be - appropriate - for us to present
her with & parting gifti....s sort of nest egg, so %o
speak.

By all means.

~ Qh, quits.

Count me in.

Very well, then., That's agresd.
1% oocurred to me that a suitable sum might be ( CLEARS
THROAT) omne thousand dollers? '

UP FULL, THEN OUT PCR...

A thousand dollarsi Oh, wait %11l Tim hears about this,

Row, 25 to the amount.

Why, he'll wsnt %o come up and shake the hand of every

-ons of you.

Yell, we just hope you'll be - very happy.
Indeed weo do.

. We all wish you the best.

That goes for me and Caroline, toe.

Oh, you're so goed to me I think I'm going to ory.

Now, DNOWaese

Nome of that, now...

Hers - here's my hendkerchief,

Thank you. {(PAUSB)} Well, anyhow, gentlemen, you'll

be glad to know your kimdmess isn'i going to go unrewarded.
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| "I've got & pieee of good news fuxr you that Itve been
saving t111 the last. |

O*HOURKE:  Well, out with it.

STANDISH: By all means...

FLIRY: Yes, let's hear it.

BIRDIR: Well, I talked tc my sister, Peggy last week and itfa
81l settled, Shets agreed to take my place with yaﬂ
efter I've left. T~
IARER PavsR A

BIRDIEY ~  Did you gemYlemen - hear what I said? |

—m Wh%m.‘:rés. I guess we were all a 1ittle 07mhelmd.

TYIER: Your shto&, you sayt

BIRDIE: That's right, My sisver, Pegay. She hasn't quite my
knack for typing &nd such office matters us that, bus
shets as sweet and honest as the day is long and I know
youtre going to leve her.

TYLER: Really...Miss MoKsester,..you shouldn't have...

BIRDIE: Oh, now, that's all righ%, Mr. Tyler, and don't you bosher
thanking me. After all, I felt it was the lemst I eould
do,

lES,Iﬁ‘t UF FULL %0 FINISH



